BHAGAVAD GITA PDF 


SRI MAD 

BHAGAVAD GITA 


Composed by 

Srila Krsna Dvaipayana Vedavyasa 



BOOKS BY 

SRI SRIMAD BHAKTIVEDANTA NARAYANA GOSVAMi MAHARAJA 


A rcana-dipika 
Sri Bhajana-rahasya 
Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu-bindu 
Bhakti-rasayana 
Bhakti-tattva-viveka 
Sri Brahma-samhita 
The Essence of Bhagavad-gita 
Five Essential Essays 
Going Beyond Vaikuntha 
Harmony 
Jaiva-dharma 
Letters From America 
Sri Manah-siksa 
My Siksa-guru and Priya-bandhu 
Pinnacle of Devotion 
Sri Prabandhavali 
Secret Truths of the Bhagavatam 
Secrets of the Undiscovered Self 
Siva-tattva 
Sri Brhad-bhagavatamrta 
Sri Camatkara-candrika 
Sri Damodarastakam 
Sri Gaudiya Giti-guccha 
Sri Gita-govinda 
Sri Gopi-gita 


Sri Harinama Maha-mantra 
Sri Navadvipa-dhama-mahatmya 
Sri Navadvipa-dhama Parikrama 
Sri Prema-samputa 
Sri Radha-krsna-ganoddesa-dipika 
Sri Sankalpa-kalpadrumah 
Sri Siksastaka 
Sri Upadesamrta 
Sri Vraja-mandala Parikrama 
Sri Raya Ramananda Samvada 
Srila Bhakti Prajnana Kesava Gosvami 
His Life and Teachings 
The Distinctive Contribution of 
Srila Rupa Gosvami 
The Essence of All Advice 
The Gift of Sri Caitanya M ahaprabhu 
The Journey of the Soul 
The Nectar of Govinda-lila 
The Origin of Ratha-yatra 
The Way of Love 
U tkalika-vallari 
Vaisnava-siddhanta-mala 
Venu-gita 

Walking with a Saint 

Rays of The Harmonist (periodical) 


This Bhagavad Gita pdf has been redistributed by 
Sacinandana Das. For further information, free 
downloads, audios, lectures, and more visit our 
website: 


www.bhaktabandhav.org 



srl srl guru-gam angau jayatah 


Srimad 

BHAGAVAD GITA 

-■ ■- 

With the Bhdva.nuva.da of 
Srila Visvandtha Gakravarti Thakura’s 

SArArtha-varsini-tikA 

and the 

SArArtha-varsinI prakAsikA-vrtti 

(the commentary which illuminates the 
Sarartha-varsini-tika and which includes excerpts 
from Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s 

Rasika-ranjana Commentary) 

- .lalgSEc. - 

by 

Srl Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana GosvamI Maharaja 



VRNDAVANA • NEW DELHI • SAN FRANCISCO 




©2011 GAUDIYA VEDANTA PUBLICATIONS. 

SOME RIGHTS RESERVED. 

EXCEPT WHERE OTHERWISE NOTED, CONTENT IN THIS BOOK 
IS LICENSED UNDER THE CREATIVE COMMONS ATTRIBUTION- 
NO DERIVATIVE WORKS 3-0 UNPORTED LICENSE. 

To view a copy of this license, visit 
http://creativecommons.0rg/licenses/by-nd/3.O/ 



Within purports, translations of quoted verses that are marked with an 
asterisk (*) are by Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta SvamI Maharaja ©BBT 
International. All rights reserved, 
cover artwork ©Syamarani dasl. Used with permission 


SRIMAD BHAGAVAD GITA, 3rd Edition 


First edition: 5,000 copies, Gaura Purnima, 2000 

Second edition: 5,000 copies, Gaura Purnima, 2003 
Third edition: 5,000 copies, Kartik, 2011 

Printed at Samrat Offset Pvt. Ltd. 

Okhla Industrial Estate (India) 

ISBN 978-1-935428-39-8 

Library of Congress Control Number 2011936915 

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data. A catalogue 
record for this book is available from the British Library 

Cataloging in Publication Data—DK 

Courtesy: D.K. Agencies (P) Ltd. <docinfo@dkagencies.com> 

Bhagavadglta. English & Sanskrit. 

Srimad Bhagavad gita : with the bhavanuvada of Srlla Visvanatha CakravartI 
Thakura's Sarartha-varsinI commentary and the Sarartha-varsinI prakasika 
commentary (which includes excerpts from Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura's 
Rasika-ranjana commentary) by Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana 
GosvamI Maharaja. — 3rd ed. 
p. cm. 

In Sanskrit (Devanagari and roman); translation and introductory matter 
in English. 

Includes indexes. 

ISBN 9781935428398 

1. Bhagavadglta—Commentaries. I. Visvanatha Cakravartin. 
Sararthavarsini. English. II. Bhaktivedanta Narayana, 1921- 
Sararthavarsinlprakasika. English. III. Thakkura, Bhaktibinoda. 
Rasikaranjana. English. IV. Title. 

DDC 294.5924047 23 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 





Dedicated to mu Hofu Master 


sn gaudiya-vedanta-acarya-kesari nitya-lila-pravista 
om visnupada astottara-sata 

SRI SRlMAD 

Bhakti prajnAna Kesava 

GOSVAMl MAHARAJA 

the best amongst the tenth generation 
of descendants in the bhagavata-parampara 
from Sri Krsna Caitanya M ahaprabhu, 
and the founder of the Sri Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti 
and its branches throughout the world 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Contents 


Foreword 

by Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Vamana Gosvami Maharaja xvii 

Introduction 

by Sri Srlmad Bhaktivedanta Narayana GosvamT Maharaja xxix 

Preface 

to the third English edition li 

Prefude to the Mahabharata War liii 


Cfiajoter Summaries 

by Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja 
Chapter i - Sainya-Darsana 

Observing the Armies i 

Srimad Bhagavad-gita consists of eighteen chapters, which 
culminate in the message of bhakti , or devotion to the Supreme 
Lord. From Arjuna’s behaviour on the battlefield, it seems that 
he is immersed in lamentation. Krsna explains that the eternal 
function of the soul has nothing to do with the function of 
body, dynasty and caste, although those who falsely identify 
the body as the real self cannot understand this. As long as 
the living entity remains bound by maya, the deluding material 
energy, and misidentifies his body as his self, he is forced to 
undergo the miseries of lamentation, delusion, fear and so on. 

It is therefore imperative that he accept the shelter of a spiritual 
master who is conversant with the Truth. 

Chapter 2 - Sankfiya-Yoya 

Yoga Through Distinguishing the Soul from the Body 49 

When the living entity accepts the shelter of a bona fide guru, 
he realizes his own ignorant condition. He then tries to become 
free from the illusory traps of the deluding potency by giving 
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up his own conceptions and respecting the instructions of the 
spiritual master. The bona fide guru is a seer of the Truth, a 
devotee who has pure, exclusive love for the Lord. Therefore, 
he is free from the four defects of illusion, error, imperfect 
senses and deception. When a practitioner of bhakti hears 
instructions from the lotus mouth of the all-merciful spiritual 
master, he understands the difference between the soul and 
the material body. He also realizes the ill-effects of sense 
enjoyment and becomes attracted to hearing the conceptions, 
characteristics and glories of the sages, whose minds are fixed 
in transcendence. Then, by the influence of saintly association, 
an awareness sprouts within his heart of the need to attain 
conclusive knowledge of the Absolute Truth. 

Chapter 3 - Karma-Yoga 

Yoga Through the Path of Action 157 

When the living entity has heard Sri Krsna’s instructions, he 
understands that karma-yoga, the path of spiritual advancement 
where the fruit of one’s pious action is offered to the Lord, consists 
of endeavours in service to Him that are performed without 
selfish desire. If the heart is full of desires for sense enjoyment, 
accepting the garb of a renunciant is not actual renunciation 
but hypocrisy, and it can never bring auspiciousness. The 
living entity should perform his prescribed duty as service to 
Bhagavan, because performing that duty for sense enjoyment 
produces no auspicious result. Performance of prescribed duty, 
such as Vedic sacrifices, can award mundane sense pleasure, 
but such pleasure is temporary and mixed with distress. 
Offering the Lord the fruit of one’s actions, however, purifies 
the heart. It is therefore auspicious to abandon negligence of 
one’s prescribed duty as well as abandon sinful acts and the 
selfishly motivated performance of one’s duty, and instead 
selflessly perform that duty, offering its result to Bhagavan. 

Chapter 4 - Jnana-Yoga 

Yoga Through Transcendental Knowledge 221 

The Fourth Chapter begins with instructions on jnana-yoga , 
the path of spiritual advancement through transcendental 
knowledge. It first explains that one can only obtain genuine 
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knowledge of the Truth by receiving the mercy of srl gurudeva, 
who has seen that Truth. The process of receiving this mercy is 
to hear from a person in a bona fide disciplic succession. That 
transcendental knowledge cannot possibly be attained through 
mundane learning, intelligence or knowledge. This chapter also 
explains that an incarnation of the Supreme Lord appears in 
every millennium. The birth and activities of the Lord are divine, 
and it is foolish and offensive to consider them mundane. One 
attains this knowledge of the Absolute Truth in the association 
of a self-realized spiritual master. One gradually hears from 
him about the unique characteristics of communion with the 
Lord through such knowledge and its superiority over linking 
with Him by offering Him the fruit of one’s work. A person can 
easily cross over the ocean of birth and death by taking shelter of 
authentic knowledge. The practitioner who doubts this cannot 
make progress. One who lacks this conclusive knowledge of 
the Truth will become fallen and deviate from the path. He will 
become trapped again in the cycle of fruitive action. 

Chapter 5 - Karma-Sannyasa-Yoga 

Yoga Through Renunciation of Action 287 

Upon attaining knowledge of the Truth, the practitioner becomes 
qualified to connect with the Supreme through the renun¬ 
ciation of prescribed duty. At that time, he realizes that real 
renunciation means to give up attachment to prescribed action 
and its fruits. For one whose heart is still impure, it is both 
proper and beneficial to adopt the practice of offering the fruit 
of one’s work to the Lord, remaining detached from both the 
process and its result, rather than completely renouncing the 
work itself. Selflessly offering of the results of one’s prescribed 
duty to the Lord bestows the qualification to attain the nature 
of brahma, or God; and those who know God attain peace. 

Chapter 6 - Dfyana-Yoga 

Yoga Through the Path of Meditation 321 

The practitioner understands from the instructions of the 
spiritual master who has seen the Truth that one can only 
meditate on the Supreme Lord when the heart has been 
purified. A genuine mystic (yogi) or renunciant is devoid of 
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mundane desire, because no one can attain perfection in yoga 
as long as one still desires material enjoyment. It is necessary 
to regulate eating and recreational activities to attain perfection 
in yoga. This perfection means (i) seeing the Supreme Lord as 
the indwelling witness in the hearts of all living entities, and 
(2) realizing that all living entities exist only due to the support 
and shelter of the Lord. It is also clearly stated in this chapter 
that a devotee of the Lord is superior to a fruitive worker, an 
empiric philosopher and a mystic. 

Chapter 7 - Vijndna-Yoga 

Yoga Through Realization of Transcendental Knowledge 369 

Constant study of these instructions leads one to the firm 
understanding and realization that Bhagavan Sri Krsna alone 
is the ultimate limit of the Supreme Absolute Reality and 
that there is no Absolute Reality other than Him. Only by 
surrendering exclusively to His lotus feet can one become free 
from the bondage of the deluding material energy. Four types 
of people have no qualification to engage in worship of the 
Supreme Lord because they perform impious acts: the foolish, 
the lowest among mankind, those whose nature is demoniac, 
and those whose knowledge is covered by illusion. Conversely, 
four classes of people are endowed with spiritual merit and 
can therefore engage in worship of Him: the inquisitive, the 
distressed, those who desire wealth, and those desirous of 
liberation. In this world, the devotees of the Lord are most 
rare. One does not attain one’s eternal welfare by worshipping 
various demigods and goddesses. 

Chapter 8 - Tarafca-Brafima-Yoga 

The Yoga of Absolute Deliverance 419 

Only those who are exclusively devoted to the Supreme Lord 
can know tattvas, or fundamental spiritual principles, in 
regard to the Lord’s featureless aspect (brahma-tattva), fruitive 
action ( kanna-tattva) the basis of this material manifestation 
(adhibhuta-tattva), etc. One-pointed devotees can easily attain 
Krsna (Gita 8.14). Devotees of the Supreme Lord never take 
rebirth (Gita 8.16). One can only attain Him by exclusive 
devotion (Gita 8.22). 
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Chapter 9 - R aj a -Cufija-Yog a 

Yoga Through the Most Confidential Knowledge 451 

The king of all knowledge, or the most confidential of all 
secrets, refers to supremely pure devotional service only. 
Material nature is not the original cause of the cosmic creation, 
because its potency to create only comes by the inspiration 
of the Supreme Lord. It is foolish and offensive to think that 
Sri Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is a human 
being, or that His body, composed of eternality, knowledge 
and bliss, is made of five material elements like the body of 
an ordinary conditioned soul. Genuine saints engage in the 
worship of Sri Krsna with exclusive devotional moods, and Sri 
Krsna personally attends to their necessities. It is against the 
prescribed rules to worship different demigods, because Sri 
Krsna alone is the enjoyer and master of all Vedic sacrifices. 
The Supreme Person accepts anything that is offered with 
love by the pure devotee. In the last verse of this chapter, it is 
concluded that pure devotion is the only means to attain the 
Supreme Lord. 

Chapter 10 - Vibhuti-Yoga 

Yoga Through Appreciating the Opulences of the Supreme Lord 535 

By sincerely and constantly studying this chapter, one will 
understand that Sri Krsna is the basis of all majesty and all 
potencies. The entire material universe with all its opulences is 
just one quarter of His opulence. When one attains knowledge 
of the Lord’s majesty, one can easily understand that everything 
is directly or indirectly related to Him. He bestows buddhi-yoga, 
or pure intelligence, upon His devotees so that they attain a 
sound understanding of tattva, fundamental philosophical 
principles. In this way, their ignorance is destroyed and they 
engage in worship with pure love. 

Chapter 11 - Visvarujm-Darsana-Yoga 

Yoga Through Beholding the Lord’s Universal Form 581 

This chapter reveals that the universal form of the Supreme Lord 
is external. His personal form is transcendental and human¬ 
like. Only devotees whose eyes are anointed with pure love can 
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see the form of the Lord, the supreme enjoyer of transcendental 
mellows. He is only attained by the yoga of exclusive devotion. 

Chapter 12 - Bfiafai-Yoga 

Yoga Through Pure Devotional Service 643 

This chapter explains that Sri Krsna, the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead who has no source other than Himself, is the Supreme 
Reality, and that He is the topmost object of the living entity’s 
exclusive worship. One can easily attain Him by pure devotion. 
Devotees who are endowed with single-pointed devotion are 
most dear to Him. Those who adhere to the philosophy that 
the Supreme Lord has no features and that the living entity can 
become the Lord, receive only misery. 

Chapter i 3 - Pm(o~ti-Purusa-Vi(ifuuja-Yoga 

Yoga Through Understanding the Distinctions Between 

Material Nature and the Enjoyer 679 

This chapter gives deep insight into material nature and the 
conscious living entity. Through this discussion, the Supreme 
Lord bestows a lucid understanding of absolute principles 
upon His surrendered devotees and thus delivers them from 
the ocean of the material world. When pure devotion arises in 
the heart, knowledge and renunciation naturally appear there 
as a secondary result. However, in order to strengthen one’s 
understanding of the true nature of devotion to Him, it is still 
necessary to deliberate upon knowledge to attain realization 
of it. When a devotee attains a clear understanding of absolute 
principles, he becomes qualified to attain prema, or pure loving 
devotion to the Supreme Lord. 

Chapter 14 - Gun a -Tmy a -Vi bf dg a-Yog a 

Yoga Through Transcending the Three Modes of Material Nature 741 

An analytical study of this chapter leads to the understanding 
that this material world expands simply by the action and 
interaction of the three modes of material nature: goodness, 
passion and ignorance. Practitioners of bhakti-yoga can easily 
cross over these three modes and finally become qualified to 
attain the Supreme Lord. 
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779 

This material world extends from the lower planetary systems 
to the higher. Living entities are separated parts of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. Those who are opposed to Him are 
bound by the result of their actions and wander in various 
higher and lower species of life. However, by great fortune, one 
may attain the mercy of a bona fide spiritual master, and under 
his direction completely engage in the worship of Sri Krsna, 
knowing Him alone to be the Supreme Person. The devotees’ 
absorption in their worship makes them aware of everything. 
Consequently, they can easily cross over the ocean of this 
material world. 

Chapter 16 - Daivasura Sampada-Yoga 

Yoga Through Discerning Divine and Demoniac Qualities 817 

This chapter explains the divine and demoniac natures. The 
living entity who is bewildered by the external, illusory potency 
of the Supreme Lord is controlled either by divine or demoniac 
qualities. When one takes shelter of a divine nature, he becomes 
inclined towards the worship of the Supreme Lord. On the 
contrary, those who adopt a demoniac nature and become averse 
to Him go to hell. Those of a demoniac nature proselytize the 
theory of mayavada , that everything is illusory, including the 
Supreme Lord Himself. It is essential to become released from 
this demoniac tendency. This can be achieved by worshipping 
the Lord with faith, in the association of pure devotees. 

Chapter 17 — 5 ra ddf a -Tmg a -Vi [ifi cuj a-Yog a 

Yoga Through Discerning the Three Types of Faith 843 

This chapter explains the three types of faith. According to 
the association he ke eps and the nature acquired from his 
previous impressions, a person develops faith in that which is 
in the mode of goodness, passion or ignorance. When the living 
entity completely takes the association of pure devotees of Hari 
(the Supreme Lord) then transcendental faith appears in his 
heart. He can then worship the Lord, who is transcendental. 
Such a devotee is an actual saint. 
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Chapter 18 - Moksa-Yoya 

The Yoga of Liberation °73 

This chapter presents the essence of the entire Gita. First, 

Sri Krsna is identified as the highest Truth among all of His 
transcendental manifestations, and then the most confidential 
instruction is given. It is explained that one can attain service 
to Him, which is full of transcendental mellows, in His supreme 
abode, by following these practices in sequence: 

(1) Surrendering to Him 

(2) Executing of the nine limbs of bhakti 

(3) Accepting the shelter of bhava-bhakti, or pure, 
transcendental devotion 
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SrIla Krsna DvaipAyana 
VedavyAsa 


(bestowing divine vision upon his disciple Sanjaya) 
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Sanjaya reveals the events of the battlefield of 
Kuruksetra to Dhrtarastra Maharaja. 
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On the battlefield, Arjuna receives the instructions 
of the Gita from Sri Krsna. 
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O mighty-armed Arjuna, the three qualities born of material nature - 
goodness, passion and ignorance - bind the immutable living entity who 
dwells within the body (14.5). 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 


Painting by SyamaranT dasT © BBT. Used with permission. 







Those whose minds are absorbed in Me and whose lives are wholeheartedly 
devoted to My service derive great satisfaction and bliss from constantly 
enlightening one another with the fundamental truth about Me and 
performing klrtana of My name, form, qualities and pastimes (10.9). 
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Always absorb your mind in Me, become My devotee, dedicate yourself to 
worship of Me and offer obeisances to Me. In this way, with mind and body 
fully devoted to Me in My service, you will certainly achieve Me (9-34, 
18.65). 
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Foreword 

(to the Hindi edition) 


PRAYING TO SRI GURU, the Vaisnavas and Bhagavan and begging for 
their merciful blessings, 1 proceed to write the foreword to this present 
edition of Srimad Bhagavad-glta. In undertaking such an endeavour, the 
causeless mercy and auspicious blessings of the disciplic succession of 
spiritual masters in the line of Sri Rupa Gosvami and Srila Prabhupada 
Sarasvati Thakura are our sole aid and shelter. 

Sri Gaudiya Vedanta Sarniti published its first edition of Srxmad 
Bhagavad-glta on 6 September 1977, by the auspicious desire and 
blessings of my Sri Gurupada-padma, nitya-llla-pravista orh visnupada 
astottara-sata Sri Srimad Bhakti Prajnana Kesava Gosvami Maharaja. 
That edition included the Glta-bhusana commentary of the brilliant 
sun among vedanta-acaryas, Sri Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusanapada, as 
well as an elucidating translation entitled Vidvad-ranjana by nitya-llla- 
pravista om visnupada Sri Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura. Following that, 
on 3 October 1990, Sri Gaudiya Vedanta Sarniti published an abridged 
pocket edition, consisting of only the Sanskrit verses and their Bengali 
translations. 

Several editions of Srimad Bhagavad-glta were published under the 
editorship of jagad-guru nitya-llla-pravista om visnupada astottara- 
sata Sri Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Prabhupada. 
Some included Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusanapada’s Glta-bhusana 
commentary, some Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura’s Sarartha- 
varsinl commentary, and some Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s 
translations entitled Vidvad-ranjana and Rasika-rahjana. Later, various 
editions were published in Bengali by different mathas, temples 
and missions in the line of Srila Prabhupada Sarasvati Thakura. An 
Assamese edition was published in Tejapura, Assam, and some English 
editions were published in Calcutta and Tamil Nadu. A Hindi edition 
of Srimad Bhagavad-glta with the commentaries of Srila Cakravarti 
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Thakura or Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusanapada had not yet been made 
available. Consequently, the Hindi-speaking populace both in India 
and the whole world was therefore bereft of such an edition of this 
jewel-like book. 

It is for this reason that my Godbrother pujyapada Srila Bhaktivedanta 
Narayana Maharaja, the vice-president and general editor of Sri 
Gaudiya Vedanta Sarniti, is publishing this present edition of Srimad 
Bhagavad-glta with its Sanskrit verses, an anvaya (word-for-word), verse 
translations and the Sarartha-varsinl commentary of the great preceptor, 
srl-gaudlya-vaisnava-acarya Sri Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura. 
He is also presenting a simple, comprehensible commentary known as 
Sarartha-varsinl Prakasikd-vrtti. Sri Gaudiya Vedanta Sarniti will remain 
eternally grateful and indebted to him for this. By deeply studying this 
book, the virtuous, intelligent readers will certainly receive supreme 
benefit and bliss. 

At the end of his preface to the Gita, jagad-guru om visnupada Srila 
Bhaktivinoda Thakura comments, 

“Unfortunately, most of the commentaries and Bengali translations 
of Srimad Bhagavad-glta published to date are written by the 
advocates of the doctrine that the living entity and the Supreme Lord 
are non-different in every respect ( abheda-brahmavada ). Only a few 
publications contain commentaries and translations that are in line 
with pure devotion to Bhagavan, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
The commentaries of Sankaracarya and Anandagiri are full of 
absolute monism ( abheda-brahmavada ), or the doctrine that the living 
entity is non-different from the Absolute Truth. The commentary 
of Srila Srldhara SvamI, though not full of brahmavada, consists of 
a scent of the Rudra sampradaya’s doctrine of purified non-dualism 
(sampradayika suddhadvaita). Some statements in the commentary 
of Sri Madhusudana Sarasvatlpada support bhakti, but its final 
instruction and essence expound abheda-brahmavada, or monistic 
liberation. The commentary of Sri Ramanujacarya is completely in 
accordance with bhakti, but those who taste pure bhakti-rasa cannot 
derive ever-increasing bliss from it. 

“In our country, no commentary was available that follows Sri 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s philosophy of inconceivable oneness and 
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difference (acintya-bhedabheda ). Therefore, to facilitate the pure 
devotees’ relish of rasa and to benefit faithful people, I took great pains 
to procure the commentary of Sri Gaurariga Mahaprabhu’s devout 
follower, the most erudite Sri Visvanatha Cakravarti Mahasaya, the 
crest jewel among devotees' 

“I have now published the Gita with this commentary as well as with 
a Bengali verse translation named Rasilza-ranjana. The commentary, 
written by Srlla Baladeva Vidyabhusana Prabhu, which also follows 
the teachings of Srlman Mahaprabhu, consists mainly of philosophical 
conceptions. Srlla Cakravarti Thakura’s commentary, however, is full 
of both philosophical conceptions and the mellow of pure love (prlti- 
rasa ). I have published the commentary of Srlla Cakravarti Thakura, 
because his conceptions are simple to comprehend and his Sanskrit 
language straightforward. The general reader will therefore be able to 
understand it easily.” 

Jagad-guru Srlla Sarasvati Gosvaml Prabhupada comments, 

“Even though there are countless expositions, commentaries, 
and translations of this book in many languages, Srlla Visvanatha 
Cakravarti Thakura still composed his Sarartha-varsim commentary, 
which follows the Sri Gaudlya Vaisnava conceptions. He did 
this especially for the rasika Gaudlya devotees. Srlla Visvanatha 
Cakravarti Thakura is fourth in disciplic succession from Srlla 
Narottama Thakura and is the guardian and preceptor of the Gaudlya 
Vaisnava dharma in its intermediate period. This verse about him is 
most famous: 

visvasya natha-rupo ’sau 

bhakti-vartma-pradarsanat 
bhakta-cakre vartitatvat 

cakravarty akhyayabhavat 

He is known by the name Visvanatha, the Lord of the uni¬ 
verse, because he indicates the path of bhakti, and he is called 
Cakravarti (he around whom a circle, or assembly, turns) because 
he always remains in the assembly ( cakra ) of pure devotees- 

“All Gaudlya Vaisnavas know something about Srlla Cakravarti 
Thakura. In particular, those who study the Srlmad-Bhagavatam, 
discuss the Gita and study, teach and deliberate upon the Gaudlya 
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scriptures will surely, to some extent, be aware of his transcendental 
brilliance. Few authors have appeared among the Gaudlya Vaisnava 
preceptors who have written as extensive Sanskrit works and 
commentaries as Srila CakravartI Mahasaya. 

“In the year 1706, Srila Visvanatha CakravartI Thakura was very 
old. He sent his student, gaudlya-vedantacarya, the highly erudite 
Sripada Baladeva Vidyabhusana, and his disciple, Sri Krsnadeva, to a 
philosophical assembly in Jaipur. Great misfortune had befallen the 
members of the Gaudlya sampmdaya there because they had forgotten 
their sampradayika identity and had disregarded Vaisnava Vedanta. To 
dissipate that misfortune, Sripada Baladeva Vidyabhusana composed 
an independent treatise on the Brahma-sutra in accordance with 
the thoughts of the Sri Gaudlya Vaisnava sampmdaya. In this way 
he rendered a most distinguished service to the sampmdaya, which 
greatly pleased Srila CakravartI Thakura. This was the second of Srila 
CakravartI Thakura’s great accomplishments in preaching Vaisnava 
dharma. It is also a shining example of an approved rectification 
performed by a non-seminal brahmana and Vaisnava acarya .” 

Srimad Bhagavad-gita consists of eighteen chapters, which 
comprise Chapters Twenty-five to Forty-two of the Bhisma-parva of 
Mahabharata. Sri Krsna’s friend Arjuna is the listener, and Bhagavan 
Sri Krsna is the speaker. Before reading Srimad Bhagavad-gita, it is of 
utmost importance to know the mutual relationship between Arjuna 
and Bhagavan and to understand Arjuna’s conception of Sri Krsna 
as the Supreme Lord. Srimad Bhagavad-gita is not a ‘scripture’ born 
of imagination, so there is no need of any interpretation of it that 
is rooted in mundane speculation. Sri Arjuna, Sanjaya, Dhrtarastra, 
Janamejaya and the sages headed by Saunaka never took the Gita 
to be a metaphor. To say that Sanjaya represents divine vision, that 
Dhrtarastra represents the blind mind, and that both are situated in the 
one body is simply the result of a sprouting imagination. Conversely, 
it is natural for a mind that is controlled by the soul to have divine 
vision, for that mind is capable of controlling the senses. 

Generally, people understand ‘Gita’ to refer to Srimad Bhagavad- 
gita, which was instructed by Sri Krsna to His friend Arjuna. Modern- 
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day bookstores, however, contain titles such as Gita-samanvaya and 
Gita-granthavali, promoting them as great works that embody the 
very essence of scriptural knowledge. Why is there objection to 
accepting the excellence and antiquity of Srimad Bhagavad-gita, which 
is spoken by Sri Bhagavan and which has been adorned with such 
superlative titles as sarva-jnana-prayojika (that which employs all 
knowledge), sarva-sastra-sarabhuta (the essence of all scriptures) and 
tattvartha-manjari (the flower bud of imports on the Absolute Truth)? 
In the name of showing individuality and liberality, impersonalists, 
monists, polytheists and those who endeavour to synthesize spirit and 
matter, use terms such as samanvaya (harmonization, or synthesis) 
that shamelessly profess everything to be equal. Such persons are 
forever busy demonstrating their liberal morality through concocted 
commentaries that endeavour to offer some speculative form of 
adjustment on Srimad Bhagavad-gita, Srimad-Bhagavatam and other 
scriptures. 

At present, the word samanvaya is misused and misinterpreted. True 
harmony can only be found in Bhagavan. Fabricated conceptions can 
never be equated with harmony. Samanvaya-bhasyas (commentaries 
that claim to present a harmonious conclusion) on the Gita are now 
found in shops and bookstores, but it is neither concord ( anvaya ) nor 
synthesis ( samanvaya ) to say that the world is Paramesvara (the Supreme 
Ford) or that Paramesvara is the world. This infectious disease of the 
doctrine of ‘harmony’ is evident in many of the so-called educated elite. 
It must be opposed and refuted. 

Those who pride themselves on their Western education avoid placing 
their faith in the scripture and investigating true knowledge through it. 
Rather, they resort to various types of mundane logic to satisfy their 
tendency for inquiry. Atheistic historians and researchers analyze a 
scripture using the latest research methods in order to determine its 
time of composition. Because they fail to accept its factual substance, 
they are unable to reconcile aspects of the scriptures that contradict 
their conclusions. Srimad Bhagavad-gita is a part of Mahabharata, yet 
they say it was added at a later date. This kind of research does not 
spread the glories of the eternal distinguished culture of sages who 
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have seen the Truth ( arya-rsis ); rather, it only confirms the researchers’ 
indifference and disdain toward them. It is not a quest for immortal 
nectar but the spitting of poison. 

Modern educated people fill their speeches and writings with 
the word ‘sectarian’ so as to boast their liberality. They forget that 
the glory of arya-dharma, which is eternal, is sectarianism in its 
most pure sense. The current of true conceptions that is received 
through the guru-parampam is termed sampradaya , or a disciplic 
lineage that completely and properly bestows the Supreme Truth. 
This current has been flowing since time immemorial in the 
theistic society of India. 

The arya-rsis firmly established the system of sampradaya on a solid, 
scientific foundation. The attempt to destroy it began with a fierce attack 
by those who adhered to atheistic communism, which came from the 
West. The root cause of such calamity is an erroneous understanding 
of the word ‘sectarian’. Now, many fabricated, narrow-minded sects 
loudly voice their opposition to the bona fide sampradayas. Unable 
to pursue the Absolute Truth, they take shelter of opportunism, 
thinking the frantic dance of their minds to be liberality, or public 
opinion. Consequently, they are forced to become impersonalists, 
worshipping brahma, the featureless aspect of the Absolute Truth, 
which is devoid of all potency. The plot to prove that Sri Bhagavan, the 
Supreme Absolute Truth, is featureless is now termed non-sectarian, or 
asampradayika. 

It is fashionable to write so-called spiritual or non-sectarian 
commentaries on the Gita and other scriptures. Regrettably, 
however, in today’s society, non-sectarianism refers to willfulness, 
opportunism, and lack of inhibition. One should understand that 
those who reject the realized truths of the arya-rsis - who know past, 
present and future - and the eternally perfect, exalted personalities, 
and who assert that their doctrines are spoiled by sectarianism, are in 
fact attached to impersonalism and materialism. Such people label as 
non-sectarian the commentaries of political leaders, fruitive workers, 
empiric philosophers and mystics. 

To understand the actual conclusions of Srimad Bhagavad-gita and to 

philosophically deliberate upon them, one must take shelter of the 
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instructions of the previous acaryas and follow those instructions. 
One will then be able to perceive and realize the inner intention 
of the Gita. A subject becomes easy to understand if the author 
himself gives an explanation, or commentary, otherwise one’s own 
understanding of the subject will naturally be tainted by the four 
defects: error, illusion, imperfect sense perception, and deception. 
Consequently, one cannot possibly understand the intention of the 
Gita unless one takes shelter of the realized truth imparted by the 
sages who know past, present and future, and the previous acaryas 
within the disciplic succession, who are devoid of such faults. There 
is no other way. 

I shall try to present some of the truths that my most worshipful 
spiritual master, Sri Srila Bhakti Prajnana Kesava Gosvami Maharaja, 
spoke on the subject of the Gita. 

“The purpose of Srlmad Bhagavad-glta is not to promote diplo¬ 
macy or the ethics of a ksatriya but rather to teach complete surren¬ 
der to the lotus feet of Sri Krsna, the utmost Supreme Absolute 
Truth.” 

“Arjuna, is the cause of the Gita's appearance and he can never 
be bewildered. His bewilderment is an act, solely to facilitate the 
appearance of the Gita, for he is the eternal associate and friend of 
Bhagavan Sri Krsna.” 

“Sri Vyasadeva says, partho vatsah ( Glta-mohatmya 6). From this 
we can understand that the milk of the Gita was not only intended for 
Arjuna, who is here compared to a calf.” 

“Sri Krsna says, ‘mam ekam saranam vraja - take exclusive shelter 
of Me’ (Gita 18.66). Here, the word ekam indicates that the sole 
intention of the Gita is to help one surrender to Sri Krsna, the 
possessor of all potency.” 

“In the Gita ( 9 - 3 J ), we see that Bhagavan makes His devotee, 
Arjuna, declare that His devotee never perishes: kaunteya pratijanlhi 
na me bhaktah pranasyati. The purport is that Bhagavan always 
protects the vows of His devotees in every way while He slackens 
His own vows simply upon hearing His devotee’s prayers of distress. 
Therefore, out of His bhakta-vatsalya (affection for His devotee) 
Bhagavan proclaims His devotee’s victory.” 
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“In the Gita ( 4 - 9 ) He says, ‘My birth and activities are divine and 
full of inconceivable potency.’ ” 

“The Vedas have emanated from Isvara’s breathing, but the words 
of Sri Gita have emanated from His lips. The Gita is therefore as 
transcendental as the Vedas. In this regard, there is no scope for 
argument.” 

“In the Gita (9 • 11 ) Bhagavan tells Arjuna, ‘Foolish people, who are 
bewildered by may a, consider My transcendental form of eternality, 
knowledge and bliss to be ordinary, like a perishable human body, and 
thus they slight Me.’ Something that is devoid of form or features is 
never worshipable. Moreover, absence of features does not constitute 
transcendence. The forms of Bhagavan and the Vaisnavas are eternal, 
all cognizant and blissful. They cannot be perceived by the mundane 
senses and are completely pure and transcendental. They are nirguna- 
tattva, completely free from the material modes of nature.” 

Jagad-guru Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Prabhupada writes in 
the introduction to his commentary: 

“Srimad Bhagavad-glta , which consists of eighteen chapters, 
is celebrated as an Upanisad. There are countless expositions, 
commentaries and translations of this book in many languages. 
The commentaries of Srlla Srldhara, Sri Ramanuja, Sri Madhva, 

Sri Visvanatha and Sri Baladeva are most prominent. Those who 
have taken shelter of the Gaudlya Vaisnavas’ most worshipful 
Sri Caitanyadeva are very attached to the commentaries that are 
approved by His associates. Those who are born in a seminal line 
of brahmanas follow the smarta-dharma as propounded by Manu 
and others. The Gita, however, delineates the system of determining 
caste according to character, a system that opposes this doctrine. 
Bhagavan Sri Krsna says, ‘Those whose intelligence is plundered by 
the desire to be freed from distress worship the demigods according 
to appropriate regulations, being subject to their own natures.’ 
Why should we take shelter of demigods and not of Adhoksaja, 
Bhagavan, the Supreme Personality of Godhead who is beyond the 
purview of the material senses? If one abandons the worship of the 
transcendental Cupid, Bhagavan Sri Visnu, and worships others 
instead, one’s human intelligence is both lost and destroyed. Until 
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one is free from all desires, one cannot worship Kamadeva (the 
transcendental ever-fresh Cupid).” 

In his introduction to his Rasika-ranjana commentary on the Gita, 
jagad-guru Srila Saccidananda Bhaktivinoda Thakura writes, 

“The most compassionate Bhagavan Sri Krsna, whose words 
always hold true, spoke Srlmad Bhagavad-glta, which is an 
investigation into the essential import of all the Vedas, to His friend, 
Arjuna, to deliver the entire world. These instructions of the Gita 
are the only means to deliver the world. 

“The Gita is therefore the crown jewel of all Upanisads. The 
Upanisads, the Brahma-sutra and Bhagavad-glta are all purely 
devotional scriptures ( suddha-bhakti-sastras ). Those who possess a 
transcendental nature will certainly take the renounced order upon 
hearing the Gita, just as Uddhava did. The deep import of the Gita is 
that a person’s eligibility follows in the wake of his nature. Without 
the proper eligibility, the conditioned soul cannot possibly attain 
Bhagavan. Fruitive action (karma), knowledge (jilana) and devotion 
(bhahti) have different natures, and thus their identities are also 
different. For this reason, after due deliberation, the Vedas have been 
divided into three divisions: karma-kanda, jnana-kanda and bhakti- 
kanda. One’s karma transforms into bhakti once one surpasses the 
desire to attain religiosity ( dharma), wealth ( artha), sense gratification 
(kama) and liberation ( moksa) and instead finds joy in the service 
of Bhagavan. Bhakti is therefore the final aim of the living entity’s 
prescribed duty and also its fruit. 

“Bhakti is a very profound principle; it is the very life of jfiana 
and karma and it fulfils their purpose. That is why the discussion 
on bhakti has been placed in the middle six chapters. By this we see 
that supremely pure bhakti is the final goal of the Gita. The verse, 
s arva-dharman parityajya, found at the end of the Gita (18.66), 
establishes that surrender to Bhagavan is the most confidential 
instruction.” 

To understand the actual philosophical conclusions and lessons of 
the Gita, from its auspicious beginning until its final conclusion, we 
must first surrender to a spiritual master in the line of the foremost 
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Gaudiya Vaisnava, Sri Rupa Gosvami, because the pure words and 
teachings of transcendental and eternally perfect personalities are 
free from error, illusion and so on. In fact, they are our only welfare. 
The neem, mango, tamarind and bel (wood-apple) trees on the banks 
of the pure Bhagavatl Gariga grow bitter, sweet and sour fruit, even 
though they are nourished by the same water. Similarly, due to their 
natures, the living entities who are enchanted by maya, the deluding 
material energy, preach different conceptions after studying the same 
scripture. 

One may ask why Bhagavan instructs His dear friend Arjuna 
to practise karma, jnana, yoga and so forth if they are not the best 
sadhana. The answer is that Sri Krsna also states in the Gita that 
without bhakti to Sri Bhagavan, all endeavours in karma, jnana and 
yoga are fruitless and meaningless. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu has 
instructed that worship in anugatya of the gopls of Vraja (ie. following 
in their footsteps), is the highest type of worship. “Aisvarya sithila 
promo nahi mora prlta - love that is enfeebled by aisvarya-jnana does 
not satisfy Me” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-llla 3.16). This is 
Krsna’s hidden intention. In the verse sarva-dharman parityajya 
mam ekatn saranam vraja, Sri Krsna, the source of all divine 
incarnations, has revealed and proclaimed His sovereignty over 
the material energy and the demigods, and He has also 

proclaimed Himself to be the supreme object of worship for all. 
He is the basis and shelter of the empiric philosophers’ worshipful 
brahma, the Lord’s featureless aspect. He is the non-dual 

Truth (advaya-jnana-tattva) and He is the one true object 
( vastava-vastu ) - that is, He is one without a second. 

The first six chapters of the Gita discuss karma-yoga, the path of 
spiritual advancement where the fruit of one’s pious action is offered 
to the Lord. The last six discuss jnana-yoga, the path of spiritual 
advancement through transcendental knowledge. And the middle 
six discuss bhakti-yoga, the path of loving devotion to the Supreme 
Lord (Bhagavan). From this we understand that Bhakti Maha-devI is 
the supreme shelter of karma and jnana. Bhakti Maha-devI was once 
established as one who gives life to jnana, vairagya and so on in a 
gathering (in which Srlmad-Bhagavatam was discussed) at Mayatlrtha 
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Haridvara, the best among the seven holy places. Without the mercy 
of Bhakti-devi, neither karma, jnana, yoga nor any other process can 
give the desired result. This is specifically evidenced in the following 
verses: bhaktya mam abhijananti (Gita 18.55), bhaktya labhyas tv 
ananyaya (Gita 8.22), bhaktyaham ekaya grahyah (Srimad-Bhagavatam 
11.14.21), bhaktya tusyati kevalam, bhaktir evainam nayati (Mathara 
Sruti ), and na sadhayati mamyogo (Srimad-Bhagavatam n.14.20). 

In the authoritative scriptures, the performance of supremely pure, 
exclusive devotion (known as visuddha-, ananya- or kevala-bhakti) is 
said to be the final instruction for the living entity. From the verse, 
satatam kirtayanto mam (Gita 9.14), we understand that worship of 
Bhagavan is the performance of the nine kinds of devotion, headed by 
chanting the name, form, qualities and pastimes of Sri Krsna. Sri 
Caitanya-caritamrta states, “ aprakrta vastu nahe prakrta gocara - 
transcendental objects are beyond mundane knowledge and the 
material senses” (Madhya-lila 9.195). Pride and scholarship are 
defeated in such an attempt. Bhagavan’s mercy can only be attained 
by surrender to Him and by offering Him one’s very self. Many 
people who are intoxicated by their mundane scholarship and pride 
try to study and teach the meaning of the scriptures, but they only 
cheat themselves and others. Sri Krsna spoke the verse tesam satata- 
yuktanam (Gita 10.10), for this reason. 

The fundamental principle in regard to Sri Bhagavan (bhagavat- 
tattva ) is realized through buddhi-yoga (pure intelligence directed 
towards the attainment of the Ford), which is bestowed by Bhagavan. 
Those who try to understand the import of scripture while faithfully 
taking shelter of Sri Hari, Guru and Vaisnavas, very easily cross over 
the ocean of material existence and attain transcendental devotion 
to the lotus feet of Sri Krsna. Performance of such devotion is the 
qualification for prema. Thus the words sarva-guhyatama (most 
confidential), determine the supreme subject matter of the Gita, which 
is prema, the fifth goal of life and the final stage of sadhana-bhajana. 

Through this comparative discussion of the Gita, Sri Bhagavan has 
established the supremacy of bhakti-yoga. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu - 
who delivers the people in the age of Kali - along with His dear 
associates, has shown the path to search for the most worshipful 
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Absolute Truth. They have also shown the pinnacle of sadhana- 
bhajana. In this way they have bestowed incalculable benefit upon us. 
This is their causeless, heartfelt compassion upon all living entities. 
Throughout the entire world, their conception is therefore supported 
by wise men and scholars alike. 


Sri Guru-Vaisnava dasanudasa - 
the servant of the servants 
of Sri Guru and the Vaisnavas, 

Tridandibhiksu 
Sri Bhaktivedanta Varnana 
Vyasa-puja of Sri Sri Gurupada-padma 
25 February 1997 
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Introduction 

(to the Hindi edition) 


SRlMAD BHAGAVAD GITA is composed by Sri Srimad Krsna 
Dvaipayana Vedavyasa, the universal teacher and an incarnation of 
Bhagavan. It constitutes eighteen chapters of Bhlsma-parva (Chapters 
Twenty-five to Forty-two) of his vast epic, Sri Mahabharata. 

Svayam Bhagavan Sri Krsna has given very valuable and fundamental 
instructions to His eternal associate and dear friend Arjuna for the 
benefit of all human beings, to help them cross the ocean of material 
existence and attain Flis lotus feet. To enable deluded conditioned 
souls like us to pass beyond the delusion of the external, material 
energy ( maya ), Fie made His eternal associate, Arjuna, become as if 
enchanted by maya so that he would ask questions that correspond 
to the various eligibilities of the deluded living entities. Sri Krsna 
then answered those questions Himself, thereby dispelling all kinds 
of doubts and defining the means by which the living entities can be 
systematically freed from the delusion of maya. 

Srimad Bhagavad-glta is also known as Gltopanisad. It is the essence 
of all Vedic knowledge and the most significant Upanisad in Vedic 
literature. Those who constantly study this book with faith, under the 
shelter of the spiritual master, saintly persons and Vaisnavas will be 
able to ascertain its true import easily. As a result, they will transcend 
the ocean of material existence and attain transcendental devotion 
to the lotus feet of Sri Krsna. In this way, they will become eligible to 
attain pure love for Him. Of this there is not the slightest doubt. 

Nowadays, it is observed that the great thinkers and venerated 
gentlemen of India revere Srimad Bhagavad-glta. Members of all 
disciplic lineages ( sampradayas ) also show great honour and faith in 
the Gita. Even many celebrated politicians have shown faith in this 
monarch of books, and philosophers from all countries of the world 
have lauded it profusely. 
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Since ancient times, many commentaries have been written on 
Srimad. Bhagavad-gita. Famous among them are the commentaries of 
prominent monists (advaitavcidis), such as Sri Sarikaracarya, Srimad 
Anandagiri and Sri Madhusudana Sarasvati. Most people study and 
lecture from these commentaries alone. Some people conclude their 
study of the Gita with the following commentaries: the principle 
of specialized monism by visistadvaitavadi Sri Ramanujacarya, the 
principle of purified monism by suddhadvaitavadi Sridhara SvamI, or the 
principle of pure dualism by suddha-dvaitacarya Sriman Madhvacarya. 
Furthermore, at present some people also conclude their study with 
the interpretations of political personalities like Lokamanya Tilaka, 
Gandhljl and Sri Aravinda. Most people, however, do not receive the 
good fortune to deeply study the commentary of the proponent of the 
devotional school of Vedanta established by Sri Gaurariga Mahaprabhu, 
sri gaudiya-vedantacarya Sri Baladeva Vidyabhusana, who is proficient 
in acintya-bhedabheda-siddhanta (the principle of inconceivable dif¬ 
ference and non-difference), nor the commentary of Sri Visvanatha 
Cakravarti Thakura, the crest jewel of Gaudiya Vaisnava preceptors. 

The Seventh Gosvanri of the Sri Gaudiya Vaisnava sampradaya and 
the best among the followers of Sri Rupa GosvamI, Srila Bhaktivinoda 
Thakura, published in Bengali two editions of the Gita with two 
different elucidations on its translations, which are based on the import 
of Sri Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura’s and Sri Baladeva 
Vidyabhusana’s commentaries. His explanations are fundamental and 
full of beautiful conclusions that follow the mpanuga conception and 
that are conducive to suddha-bhakti. The transcendental benefit 
bestowed upon mankind by these two great editions is indescribable. 
Through his elucidations, Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura establishes the 
etemality, universality and supremacy of bhakti, thereby bestowing the 
greatest benefit upon those journeying to the kingdom of suddha- 
bhakti. 

At present, various inauthentic persons are publishing speculative 
commentaries on the Gita, in which they shamelessly present their 
imaginary, inconclusive theories about the synthesis of spirit and 
matter ( cit-jada-samanvayavada ). They also try to prove that 
pure devotion, which is eternal, is worthless. In most of these 
commentaries, either prescribed duty or empiric knowledge in the 
form of impersonal 
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mayavadism is expounded as the sole import of the Gita. By reading 
and hearing such commentaries, people of delicate faith are being 
deviated from the path. 

The nigama-sastras (Vedas) are very extensive. Some portions 
of them contain instructions on mundane religiosity ( dharma ), 
others on prescribed duty (karma), others on analytical knowledge 
(sankhya-jnana) and yet others on bhagavad-bhakti, loving devotion to 
Bhagavan, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. What is the mutual 
relationship between these systems, and when is it one’s duty to 
relinquish one to engage in another? Although a description of such 
gradated eligibilities is also found in those very scriptures, it is very 
difficult for living entities born in the age of Kali, whose lives are but 
short and whose intellects are meagre, to completely study those vast 
scriptures and ascertain their own qualification. For this reason, a 
concise, straightforward and scientific investigation is indispensable. 

At the end of Dvapara-yuga, most people became incapable of 
understanding the true import of the Vedic scriptures and thus began 
to propagate their own theories. Some declared karma, or fruitive 
action, to be the sole intention of the Vedas, while others declared 
material enjoyment, analytical knowledge, logic or monism to be 
its sole intent. In this way, the divergent opinions that arose from 
their incomplete knowledge began to create affliction in India, just as 
unchewed foodstuff causes discomfort and pain to the stomach. 

At that time the supremely compassionate Bhagavan Sri Krsnacandra 
gave the instructions of Srlmad Bhagavad-glta to Flis dear associate 
and friend, Arjuna, for the benefit of the living entities of the world. 
Srlmad Bhagavad-glta, which is an investigation into the essential 
import of all the Vedas, is therefore the crest jewel of all Upanisads. 
It describes the mutual relationship between the processes of 
karma-yoga, jhana-yoga and so on and expounds pure hari-bhakti 
as the supreme goal for the living entities. Karma-yoga (the path of 
spiritual advancement where the fruit of one’s pious action is offered 
to the Lord), jnana-yoga (the path of spiritual advancement through 
transcendental knowledge) and bhakti-yoga (the path of loving 
devotion to the Supreme Lord) are not actually different systems; they 
are simply the first, second and third steps of the one yoga process. 
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The first stage of that complete yoga is called karma-yoga, the second, 
jnana-yoga and the third, bhakti-yoga. The Upanisads, Brahma-sutra, 
and Srimad Bhagavad-glta are completely devotional literatures. 
They elaborately describe karma, jnana, mukti and the attainment of 
brahma, but then comparatively deliberate on them and ultimately 
establish suddha-bhakti as supreme. 

Readers of the Gita can be divided in two categories: those possessed 
of a gross, or superficial, understanding ( sthula-darsls ) and those 
possessed of fine discrimination (siiksma-darsIs). The first type makes 
conclusions based exclusively on the external meaning of the Gita’s 
statements. The second type, however, is not satisfied with only the 
external meanings and enquires into the deep, fundamental purport. 
The external sthula-darsls read the Gita from beginning to end and 
conclude that it establishes karma, because after hearing the entire 
Gita, Arjuna understands that to fight is beneficial. 

The siiksma-darsls, however, are not satisfied with such a shallow 
conclusion. They determine either knowledge of the impersonal 
aspect of the Lord ( brahma-jnana ) or transcendental devotion ( para- 
bhakti) to be the aim of the Gita and say that Arjuna’s engaging in 
battle is simply an example of adhering to one’s own level of eligibility. 
But this is not the highest essence of the Gita. A man’s nature determines 
his qualification to engage in work (prescribed duty). As he maintains 
his life accordingly, he gradually obtains knowledge of the Truth. 
Unless he performs some work, he will have difficulty maintaining 
himself, and without maintaining himself, it will be difficult for him 
to ponder the Truth. Therefore, in the primary stage, it is necessary to 
properly execute one’s prescribed duty that is in accordance with one’s 
varna (caste) and station in life. It is important to know here that of 
all virtuous action, the Gita only accepts selflessly performed action 
that is offered to Bhagavan. Such karma gradually purifies the heart 
and bestows knowledge of the Truth. Then, through the performance 
of devotion, or bhakti, Bhagavan is finally attained. 

In order to understand Srimad Bhagavad-glta’s purport and ultimate 
subject, one must follow the instructions of the person who spoke 
it - Svayam Bhagavan Sri Krsna - who is referred to as Bhagavan, the 


xxxii 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



INTRODUCTION 


Supreme Personality of Godhead, on every page. Out of His causeless 
mercy, in many parts of the Gita, Sri Krsna declares Himself to be 
Bhagavan, the Supreme Absolute Truth: 

aham sarvasya prabhavo mattah sarvam pravartate 
iti matvd bhajante mam budha bhava-samanvitah 

Gita (10.8) 

I am the source of both mundane and spiritual worlds. Everything 
emanates from Me. The wise who know this well engage in bhajana 
of Me, with ecstasy in their hearts. 

mattah parataram nanyat kincid asti dhananjaya 
mayi sarvam idam protam sutre mani-gana iva 

Gita (7.7) 

O conqueror of riches, Dhananjaya, there is nothing superior to 
Me. This whole creation is dependent on Me, just as jewels are 
strung on a thread. 

aham hi sarva-yajnanam bhokta ca prabhur eva ca 
na tu mam abhijananti tattvenatas cyavanti te 

Gita (9.24) 

I am the only master and enjoyer of all sacrifices, but those who do 
not recognize My transcendental body fall down and repeatedly 
wander in the cycle of birth and death. 

Many other scriptures also state Sri Krsna to be Svayam Bhagavan: 

ete camsa-kalah pumsah krsnas tu bhagavan svayam 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.3.28) 

All avataras begining with Rama and Nrsimha are the parts, and 
parts of the parts, of the Supreme Person Bhagavan. However, only 
Krsna is the original Svayam Bhagavan. 

isvarah paramah krsnah sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah 

Brahma-sutra (5.1) 

The Supreme Lord, Isvara, is Krsna; His form is eternal, all¬ 
knowing and blissful. 
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aho bhagyam aho bhagyam nanda-gopa-vrajaukasam 
yan mitrarh paramanandam purnam brahma sanatanam 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.14.32) 

How greatly fortunate are Nanda Maharaja, the cowherd men and all 
the other inhabitants of Vrajabhumi! There is no limit to their good 
fortune, because the Absolute Truth, the source of transcendental 
bliss, the eternal Supreme Brahman, has become their friend.* 

It is important to know in this regard that of Bhagavan’s various 
incarnations, none have revealed Their Godliness, or bhagavatta. In the 
Gita however, Bhagavan Sri Krsna clearly makes known His position 
as the Supreme Lord, and defines surrender and bhakti to Him as the 
supreme spiritual practice (sadhana) for all living entities. 

Through the principle of trisatya, or an oath thrice affirmed, Sri 
Krsna establishes His own Godliness and defines devotion to Him as 
the topmost spiritual practice ( sadhana ) and goal ( sadhya ). He does this 
with the words mam eva (to Me) in the verse “mam eva ye prapadyante - 
surrender only to Me” (Gita 7.24); with the words mam eva (to Me) in 
the verse “te ’pi mam eva kaunteya - they worship only Me” ( Gita 9.23); 
and with the words mam ekam (to Me alone) in the verse mam ekam 
saranam vraja - surrender exclusively to Me” (Gita 18.66). Moreover, 
not only Sri Krsna, but even great sages and perfected souls such 
as Devarsi Narada, Asita, Devala and Vyasa confirm this truth, and 
Arjuna too accepts it from the very beginning. Therefore, anyone who 
reads or listens to the Gita will approach the Supreme Truth in a mood 
of acceptance, free from the slightest doubt, that the speaker of the 
Gita, Sri Krsna, is the original Supreme Personality of Godhead. Each 
and every one of His teachings are completely true. 

Sri Krsna has told Arjuna in the verse bhakto ’si me sakhd ceti rahasyam 
by etad uttamam (Gita 4.1-3), “This Gita is eternal. At first, billions of 
years ago, I gave these instructions to the sun-god, Vivasvan. Vivasvan 
gave them to Manu, and Manu gave them to Iksvaku. This system of 
yoga thus remained in the world through the disciplic succession (guru- 
parampara ), but that parampara disappeared with the passing of time. 
You are My exclusive devotee, My dear friend and My direct disciple; I 
am therefore bestowing this supreme secret upon you.” 
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It is impossible to comprehend the profound truths of the Gita 
without being a devotee, for throughout this scripture it is declared 
that its import cannot be grasped without bhakti: “bhaktya tv ananyaya 
sakya aham evam-vidho ’rjuna - it is only through exclusive devotion 
that My form can be actually seen” (Gita 11.54). The Gita has been 
spoken only for the devotees of Bhagavan. This is what is meant 
by the statement u idam te natapaskaya nabhaktaya kadacana - you 
should never explain this Bhagavad-gita to anyone whose senses are 
uncontrolled, who is a non-devotee, who is devoid of a serving mood, 
or who is envious of Me” ( Gita 18.67). 

The Gita describes three kinds of sadhakas, or practitioners of a 
particular discipline. They are the jnani, the yogi and the bhakta. In the 
Gita, the words jnani and yogi do not refer to impersonalist mayavadis 
who maintain that the Absolute Truth is unmanifest, featureless, 
formless and devoid of potency. Rather, they refer to jnanis and yogis 
who are endowed with bhakti. In the Gita (7.19), Sri Krsna clearly says, 
“bahunam janmanam ante jnanavan mam prapadyate - the true jnani is 
one who is surrendered unto Me and who has pure devotion for Me. 
Such a great soul is very rare.” His definition of a yogi in Gita 6.47 is 
similarly clear: “yoginam api sarvesam mad-gatenantaratmana - he who 
constantly worships Me with full faith, always thinking exclusively of 
Me within, is, in My opinion, the topmost of all yogis.” 

Therefore, a person who is devoid of bhakti is never eligible to hear 
the Gita. If he is not eligible even to hear it, how can he understand its 
import? It is necessary to surrender to Sri Krsna’s lotus feet with the 
knowledge that He is Svayam Bhagavan, and to hear the truths of the 
Gita from the mouth of a great devotee in a true guru-parampara who 
has seen the Truth. Unless a person does this, he will not be able to 
understand the Gita’s import. 

According to Srimad Bhagavad-gita, Sri Krsna, who possesses all 
majesty and sweetness ( aisvarya and madhurya ), is the supreme object 
of worship of the living entities; and bhakti, which attracts Sri Krsna, is 
the supreme process and goal. Nevertheless, because ignorant people 
consider this gross body as ‘I’ and objects related to it as ‘mine’, they 
remain cheated of their true constitutional nature; they are therefore 
incapable of correctly understanding the essential truths of bhakti. 
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Because of their gross intelligence, they consider mundane fruitive 
activity (karma) the only reality, and because of their ignorance, they 
remain engrossed in it. They consequently fall into the clutches of 
monism or mayavada. Sri Krsna inspired Arjuna to raise the topics 
of these types of mundane religiosity. He then established both their 
insignificance and the supreme eminence of bhakti. 

Of the eighteen chapters of the Gita, the first six establish the 
unique features of karma-yoga; the last six, the main features of jnana- 
yoga; and the middle six, the prominent features of bhakti-yoga. Thus 
bhakti remains situated in the centre and gives shelter to karma and 
jnana. This is because karma and jnana are incapable of bestowing 
any result without the assistance of Bhakti-devi. 

KARMA: Bhagavan Sri Krsna personally instructs Arjuna about the 
necessity of performing one’s prescribed duty (karma) for the pleasure 
of Bhagavan. If one does not do so, it becomes the cause of bondage, 
as stated in Gita 3.9: “ yajnarthat karmano ’nyatra loko ’yam karma- 
bandhanah... - O son of Kunti, all actions other than the selfless 
performance of one’s prescribed duty offered to Sri Visnu are a cause 
of bondage to this world. Therefore, become free from all desires for 
the fruits of your actions and perform appropriate action solely for 
His satisfaction.” The word yajnarthat in this verse means ‘offered to 
Sri Visnu’. Therefore, prescribed duties should be performed solely for 
the pleasure of Visnu, because Sri Krsna says in Gita 5.29, “bhoktaram 
yajna-tapasam... - “He who knows Me to be the enjoyer of all sacrifices 
and austerities, the Supreme Controller of all planets and the well- 
wisher of all living entities attains liberation.” He also says in Gita 
3.30, “ mayi sarvani karmani sannyasya - all prescribed duties should 
be performed as an offering to Me.” Furthermore, in Gita 9.27, He says, 
“yat karosi... whatever you do, do it for My pleasure; offer it to 
Me.” We thus see that Sri Krsna instructs living entities who are 
eligible to perform their prescribed duty, to only perform niskama- 
bhagavad-arpita-karma, selfless work offered to the Supreme Ford. He 
does not give them the instruction to merely perform their prescribed 
duty. 

Karma usually only refers to prescribed duty that is accompanied by 
devotion, or bhakti. Karma in which bhakti predominates over karma 
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is known as karma-misra-bhakti or pradhanl-bhuta-bhakti. Only when 
the performance of one’s prescribed duty is solely for the pleasure 
of Bhagavan can it truly be termed karma, as stated in the verse tat 
karma kart tosanamyat ( Srlmad-Bhagavatam 4.29.49). For this reason, 
in Gita 11.55, Bhagavan also states, “mat karma krn... yah sa mam eti 
pandava - only he who performs karma for My pleasure attains Me.” 

JNANA: Sri Krsna states that among the four kinds of people who are 
surrendered to Him, namely, the distressed ( artta ), the inquisitive 
(jijndsu ), the seekers of wealth ( artharthls ), and those in search of 
knowledge ( jnanls ), the jnanls are best. What is the nature of the jnanls? 
Gita 7.17 states, “ tesam jnanl nitya-yukta eka-bhaktir visisyate - those 
jnanls possess exclusive devotion for Him and are always absorbed in 
Him.” 

Here, Sri Krsna is not speaking of jnanls who are impersonalists 
devoid of bhakti. To clarify this, He later says in Gita 7.19, “bahunam 
janmanam ante jnanavan mam prapadyate... - after many births, the 
jnanl who is endowed with knowledge that everything both conscious 
and inert is related to Vasudeva fully takes shelter of Me. Such a great 
soul is extremely rare.” 

The word jnana refers to knowledge that is not predominated by 
bhakti, whereas knowledge that is inclined towards prema-bhakti is 
known as jnana-misra-bhakti. When one has made some progress in 
his sadhana and gives up jnana due to an abundance of divine love, 
pure exclusive devotion, or prema-bhakti, manifests in his heart. 

YOGA: At the end of the Sixth Chapter, Bhagavan highly praises the 
yogis by stating that they are even superior to the karmls (those who 
perform their prescribed duty), tapasvIs (performers of austerity) and 
jnanls (those in search of knowledge). He instructs Arjuna to become a 
yogi: tapasvibhyo ’dhiko yogi (6.46). But in Gita 6 . 47 Bhagavan defines 
what kind of yogi, “yoginam apt sarvesam mad-gatenantaratmana - 
among all kinds of yogis, the best are those who always faithfully 
perform bhajana to Me with their hearts.” The word ‘Me’ in this 
verse refers to Sri Krsna Himself. Therefore, when the Gita speaks of 
the yogi, it refers to the yogi who worships Sri Krsna in every way. In 
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the Gita, yoga does not refer to patanjala-yoga, nor does it refer to the 
activities of karmis, yogis, or performers of dry austerities who are 
devoid of bhakti. 

BHAKTI: After bestowing vision of His universal form upon His 
devotee Arjuna, Sri Krsna tells him, “ bhaktya tv ananyaya sakya 
aham evam-vidho ’rjuna - vision of this form of Mine is only possible 
through exclusive devotion. You are My exclusive premi-bhakta, and 
therefore you have seen it” (Gita 11.54). “Furthermore, in Gltd 18.55, 
He says, “bhaktya mam abhijanati - only through pure devotion can 
someone see Me, or know Me in truth, and attain loving service to 
Me in My abode.” 

At the end of the Gita, after giving instructions on the confidential 
knowledge of the featureless aspect of Godhead ( brahma-jnana), the 
more confidential paramatma-jnana, or isvara-jnana (knowledge of 
the localized aspect of the Supreme Lord, Paramatma) and finally 
the most confidential bhagavad-jnana (knowledge of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead), Sri Krsna says, “sarva-dharman parityajya 
mam ekaria saranam vraja - abandon all varieties of religion and 
surrender exclusively to Me” (Gita 18.66). In this verse, Sri Krsna 
instructs Arjuna to surrender to Him, giving up all worldly religion. 
By this, He establishes that bhakti is the only means to attain His 
complete form. Such bhakti is of two types: exclusive (kevala) and 
mixed with another process, predomdinating over it (pradhani-bhuta). 

Exclusive devotion (kevala-bhakti) is devoid of the slightest scent 
of reward-seeking action (karma), empiric knowledge (jndna) and so 
forth, and is completely independent. Devotion that is mixed with 
another process and predominating over it (pradhani-bhuta-bhakti) is 
of three kinds: karma-pradhani-bhuta (in which devotion predominates 
over one’s prescribed duty), jnana-pradhani-bhuta (in which devotion 
predominates over knowledge) and karma-jnana-pradhani-bhuta (in 
which devotion predominates over a mixture of prescribed duties and 
knowledge). When karma and jndna are devoid of the inclination to 
perform bhakti. they are simply called karma and jndna respectively. 

Although in some places the Gita gives instructions on devotion that 
predominates over another process, those same places, also, certainly 
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indicate exclusive devotion. To know Bhagavan through pradhanl- 
bhuta-bhakti or to attain Him by it is very difficult. Therefore, in the 
Gita (8.14) Sri Krsna clearly states that He is easily attained through 
exclusive devotion ( ananya-bhakti or kevala-bhakti ): “ ananya-cetah 
satatam yo mam smarati nityasah, tasyaham sulabhah partha nitya- 
yuktasya yoginah - l am easily attained by those eternal yogis who, 
being endowed with exclusive devotion, always remember Me and 
worship Me.” 

Furthermore, in Gita 9.22, Sri Krsna also states how He is controlled 
by the exclusive loving service of His devotees who are endowed with 
ananya-bhakti: “ananyas cintayanto mam ye janah paryupasate, tesam 
nityabhiyuktanam yoga-ksemam vahdmy aham - I Myself provide and 
maintain the needs of devotees who exclusively worship Me and who 
are always engaged in bhakti." 

In various places throughout the Gita, Bhagavan Sri Krsna states that 
He can be attained only through exclusive devotion: bhaktya labhyas 
tv ananyaya (Gita 8.22), bhajanty ananya-manaso (Gita 9.13), bhaktya 
tv ananyaya sakya (Gita 11.54), and finally, sarva-dharman parityajya 
mam ekam saranam vraja, aham tvam sarva-papebhyo moksayisyami md 
sucah (Gita 18.66). ft is thus verified that visuddha-bhakti, ananya- 
bhakti, or kevala-bhakti is the ultimate goal of the living entities. 

How should one practise this ananya-bhakti? Sri Krsna 
instructs Arjuna as follows: u satatam klrtayanto mam yatantas ca 
drdha-vratah, namasyantas ca mam bhaktya nitya-yukta upasate - 
constantly chanting the glories of My names, qualities, form 
and pastimes, endeavouring with determined vows, and offering 
obeisances with devotion, they engage in My worship, remaining 
always connected with Me” (Gita 9.14). 

By this verse, Sri Krsna teaches that sahklrtana is the best method to 
worship Him. Here, sahklrtana means the loud singing of Bhagavan’s 
names, form, qualities and pastimes, ft also alludes to the other limbs 
of bhakti. 

Many insolently try to understand the Gita with their material 
knowledge, and they also instruct others in this way. They do not 
know, however, that the Gita is transcendental, beyond mundane 
knowledge, logic and intellect, ft is beyond the reach of pride, valour, 
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heroism and erudition. It can be understood only by the mercy of 
Bhagavan and bestowed upon one who is surrendered. Therefore, 
the Srutis state, “nayam atmd pravacanena labhyo - the Supreme Lord 
is not obtained by expert explanations, by vast intelligence, or even 
by much hearing; he is obtained only by one to whom He Himself 
gives mercy” ( Mundaka Upanisad 2.3.3) an d u tesam satata-yuktanam... 
dadami buddhi-yogam - upon those who lovingly perform bhajana of 
Me and yearn for My eternal association, I bestow that transcendental 
knowledge by which they attain Me” (Gita 10.10). 

In order to ascertain the meaning of a book, it is necessary to consider 
six things: (1) its opening statements ( upakrama ), (2) its closing statements 
(upasamhara ), (3) its repetition of a subject (abhyasa), (4) its extraordinary 
result of reading it ( apurvata phala ), (5) its praise of a subject ( arthavada) 
and (6) its logical arguments that establish a conclusion ( upapatti ). Unless 
one considers all six elements, a book’s true import remains elusive. Those 
who deliberate on the Gita, keeping these six limbs of analysis in mind, 
will easily understand that pristinely pure devotion is its final import. 
At present, however, ordinary people make conclusions on the meaning 
of the scriptures according to their own whims to fulfil selfish desires. 
They do not deliberate on these six limbs of analysis and therefore remain 
incapable of grasping the author’s real intent. 

Nowadays, there is a trend for writers and speakers to make a 
comparative analysis in the areas of acquired knowledge, the application 
of that knowledge, science, politics and so on, but all hesitate to compare 
various religions. They conclude that such a study, which marks one 
religion as superior and another as inferior, would lead to tension or 
dispute between communities, throwing society into unrest. Moreover, 
social and global development would be obstructed. They conclude that 
to successfully engender harmony it is essential to establish equality 
and friendship between all people rather than to discuss religious 
distinctions, and that only when all religions are harmonized is it 
possible to establish peace and mutual friendship among all. In the field 
of politics, the comparative study of the differences in doctrine between 
heads of state is the only reason for inauspiciousness for a country and 
society. These people think that a comparative study of religion would 
similarly lead to communal dispute. 
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Our comment on this is as follows: Just as a comparative study of 
knowledge and religion is necessary, so is a study of true harmony. 
What does this mean? Say we place on both sides of a scale, virtue 
and evil, sentience and insentience, diamond and coal, a thief and a 
saint, and justice and injustice, and then conclude that they are equal. 
Where is the deliberation? To declare equality in such cases is nothing 
less than ignorance and is incapable of causing real harmony. The word 
samanvaya (harmony) is derived from samyak (complete) and anvaya 
(sequence). In other words, anvaya - the syntax of a sentence, especially 
in terms of grammar - is known as samanvaya. If a sentence is to have 
samanvaya (proper harmony) then the subject, object and verb must 
be properly placed. The syntax will not be proper if we put the verb 
in place of the subject, the object in place of the verb, and any other 
component of the sentence in place of the object. Consequently, if there 
is no anvaya (analysis, or syntax) how will there be any samanvaya 
(harmony)? Proper harmony, or order, leads to coherence, unity and 
the absence of impediments. Conversely, artificially making everything 
equal without considering virtue and fault or qualification and dis¬ 
qualification cannot be called harmony. It is not true harmony to try 
to please everybody in every way by saying that all are equal. To try to 
please everybody means to please nobody. 

At present, certain persons who adhere to the so-called doctrine of 
harmonization, claim that fruitive action (karma), knowledge ( jnana), 
mysticism (yoga) and devotion (bhakti) - which are all taught in the 
Gita - are the same. But therein, Bhagavan distinctly establishes the 
superiority of jnana over karma, yoga over jnana, and bhakti over yoga. 
For living entities deluded by the external energy, the performance 
of one’s prescribed duty with a desire for the fruit (sakama-karma) is 
described as the best. For those who are more developed, the selfless 
performance of one’s prescribed duty in which the fruit of that duty is 
offered to the Supreme Ford (niskama-bhagavad-arpita-karma) is said 
to be the best. For sadhakas who are even more developed, knowledge 
of the Truth is described as superior. And ultimately, pure devotion 
(suddha-bhakti) is described as most excellent of all. 

Sri Krsna Himself establishes bhakti as the final subject expounded 
by the Gita. To know this is to properly understand the Gita. It is foolish 
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to depend on one’s limited intelligence to seek a harmony in the Gita 
other than the scientific, comparative one spoken by Bhagavan. In 
regard to ascertaining the Absolute Truth, Bhagavan Sri Krsna describes 
knowledge of His impersonal feature ( brahma-jnana ) as confidential, 
knowledge of His localized expansion ( paramatma-jnana ) as more 
confidential and transcendental devotion to Him (para-bhakti) as most 
confidential. This is the true samanvaya of Gita. 

Some modern commentators consider worship of various demigods 
and goddesses to be equal to the worship of Bhagavan. However, 
the verse ye ’py anya-devata (Gita 9.23) states that worship of various 
demigods is unauthorized. Those who worship the demigods attain the 
planets of the demigods, and after enjoying there, they again return to 
this world. But those who worship Bhagavan attain loving service to Him 
in His abode. They never fall from there. This is clearly mentioned in 
the Vedic scriptures: “yas tu narayanam devam brahma-rudradi-daivataih 
visnau sarvesvarese tad-itara-sama-dhir yasya va naraki sah - those who 
consider Sri Narayana and the demigods headed by Rudra, to be equal 
are atheists and go to hell.” 

Some people incorrectly interpret the verse, “ yeyatha mam prapadyante 
tarns tathaiva bhajamy aham - In whichever way a person serves Me I in 
turn serve him in that very same way. Everyone follows My path in all 
respects” (Gita 4.11). They quote this to prove that all people ultimately 
attain the same abode, regardless of their type of worship. “There are 
many paths, but their destinations are one.” 

But if we carefully deliberate on this verse, we see that this is not what 
it actually means. Bhagavan is actually saying that He rewards a person 
according to his surrender to Him: “In accordance with his acts, I shall 
reward him.” How, then, is it possible for everyone to be the same? The 
Gita does not state in this or any other verse that one who is surrendered 
achieves the same result as one who is not. Furthermore, the aim of 
those who take shelter of Bhagavan is not the same. The fruitive worker 
takes shelter of Him with a desire to enjoy, the empiric philosopher 
with a desire for liberation, the mystic with a desire to attain mystic per¬ 
fections, and devotees with a desire to achieve exclusive loving service 
to Him. Their desires, practices and aims are all different; therefore, it is 
not possible that they will achieve the same result. 
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Most people read this verse’s second line, mama vartmanuvartante 
manusyah partha sarvasah, and wrongly conjecture that all people are 
progressing in all ways on the path to Bhagavan. By such thinking, they 
must also conclude that thieves, dacoits, ruffians and adulterers are all 
progressing on the same path, but is this correct? No, never. The true 
meaning of this verse is that karma, jnana, yoga and bhakti are all paths 
delineated by Bhagavan. People receive a result appropriate to the path 
they follow, in accordance with their qualification. One must accept 
that different paths lead to different results. 

There is a clear distinction between the thoughts and practices of 
Buddhists, mayavadis, Jains, Saivites, Saktas and Vaisnavas. It is illogi¬ 
cal to say that they all attain the same result and destination, for they 
all resort to different practices to fulfil their different desires. Sunyavadi 
Buddhists desire to merge into nirvana (the void). Advaitavadis aspire 
for brahma-sayujya (merging into the effulgence of the Supreme), 
and Saktas desire material enjoyment. Saivites chant “so ’ham - I am 
Him” or “sivo ’ham - I am Siva” to attain liberation. Buddhists do not 
accept the Vedas, whereas advaitavadis do and consider them to be 
of supra-mundane origin ( apauruseya ). Saktas consider maha-maya 
to be the primeval potency ( adya-sakti ), whereas Saivites hold that it 
is Umapati Siva who is the para-tattva (the Supreme Absolute Truth). 
Their conceptions, practices, aims and objects of worship vary; so is 
it anything but sheer foolishness to say that they all attain the same 
result? The Gita certainly does not approve of such an opinion. 

A Brief Life Sketch of 
SrIla Visvanatha CakravartI Thakura 

The crown jewel of Sri Gaudlya Vaisnava acaryas and the highly 
exalted preceptor Srila Visvanatha CakravartI Thakura is the author 
of the famous Sarartha-varsini commentary on Srimad Bhagavad-gita. 
He appeared in a family of brahmanas from the Radhiya community 
of the Nadiya district in West Bengal. He was celebrated by the name 
Hari-vallabha, and he had two older brothers, Ramabhadra and 
Raghunatha. During his childhood, he completed his study of grammar 
in Devagrama village. He then studied devotional scripture at the home 
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of his spiritual master in the Saiyadabada village of the Mursidabad 
district. While living in Saiyadabada, he wrote Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu- 
bindu, Ujjvala-nllamani-kirana and Bhdgavatamrta-kana. Soon after, he 
renounced household life and went to Vrndavana, where he wrote many 
other books and commentaries. 

In his commentary on Srlmad-Bhagavatam, named Sarartha-darsinl, 
Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura has written the following verse 
at the beginning of the five chapters describing Sri Krsna’s rasa dance 
(Sri Rasa-pancadhyayl ): 

srl-rama-krsna-ganga-caranannatva gurunuru-premnah 
srlla-narottama-natha srl-gauranga-prabhum naumi 

Here, the name ‘Sri Rama’ refers to Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti 
Thakura’s spiritual master, Sri Radharamana; ‘Krsna’ refers to his 
grand spiritual master, Sri Krsna-carana; ‘Gariga-carana’ refers to his 
great grand spiritual master, Sri Gariga-carana; ‘Narottama’ refers to his 
great-great grand spiritual master, Srila Narottama dasa Thakura; and 
the word natha refers to Srila Narottama Thakura’s spiritual master, 
Sri Tokanatha Gosvaml. In this way, he offers obeisances to all those in 
his disciplic succession up to Srlman Mahaprabhu. 

Distinguished Service to the Gaudlya Vaisnava Sampradaya 

In his old age, Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura spent most of his 
time in a semi-conscious or internal state, deeply absorbed in bhajana. 
During that time, a debate broke out in Jaipur between the Gaudlya 
Vaisnavas and Vaisnavas who supported the doctrine of svakiyavada, or 
the Tord’s pastimes of wedded love. The Vaisnavas from the antagonistic 
camp [of the Sri Ramanuja line] had led King Jaya Singh II of Jaipur 
to believe that the worship of Srlmatl Radhika with Sri Govindadeva 
is not supported by the scriptures. Their contention was that Srlmatl 
Radhika’s name is neither mentioned in the Srlmad-Bhagavatam nor in 
the Visnu Parana, and that She was never married to Sri Krsna according 
to Vedic ritual. 

The antagonistic Vaisnavas further objected that the Gaudlya 
Vaisnavas did not belong to a recognized sampradaya, or line of 
disciplic succession. From time immemorial, there have been four 
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Vaisnava sampradayas: the Sri sampradaya, the Brahma sampradaya, the 
Rudra sampradaya and the Sanaka (Kumara) sampradaya. In this age of 
Kali, the principal acaryas of these four sampradayas are, respectively, 
Sri Ramanuja, Sri Madhva, Sri Visnusvami and Sri Nimbaditya. 
The Ramanuja Vaisnavas said that Gaudiya Vaisnavas were outside 
these four sampradayas and therefore without pure lineage. Further, 
they argued that because Gaudiya Vaisnavas did not have their own 
commentary on Brahma-sutra (also known as Ve.danta-su.tra ), they could 
not be following a genuine Vaisnava disciplic succession. 

Maharaja Jaya Singh knew that the prominent Gaudiya Vaisnava 
acaryas of Vrndavana were followers of Srila Rupa Gosvami, and 
he summoned them to Jaipur to take up the challenge of the Sri 
Ramanuja Vaisnavas. The elderly Srila Cakravarti Thakura was fully 
absorbed in the transcendental bliss of bhajana, so he sent his student 
Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana to address the Jaipur assembly. Gaudiya 
Vaisnava vedanta-acarya Sri Baladeva Vidyabhusana, the crown of the 
assembly of learned scholars and the greatest among exalted teachers 
of Vedanta, left for Jaipur accompanied by Srila Cakravarti Thakura’s 
disciple Sri Krsnadeva. 

The caste gosvamls had forgotten their own connection with 
the Madhva sampradaya and disrespected the Gaudiya Vaisnavas’ 
doctrinal view, saying it has no connection with Vedanta. This 
caused considerable disturbance to the true Gaudiya Vaisnavas. But 
Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana used irrefutable logic combined with 
powerful scriptural evidence to prove the Gaudiya sampradaya to be 
a pure Vaisnava sampradaya, called the Sri Brahma-Madhva-Gaudiya- 
Vaisnava sampradaya, coming in the line of Sri Madhvacarya. Srila 
Jiva Gosvami, Srila Kavi Karnapura and other previous acaryas 
also accepted this as fact. The Gaudiya Vaisnavas accept Srimad- 
Bhagavatam as the genuine commentary on Vedanta-sutra. For this 
reason, no one in the Gaudiya Vaisnava sampradaya had written a 
separate commentary on Vedanta-sutra. 

The name of Srimati Radhika, the personification of the pleasure¬ 
giving potency ( hladinl-sakti ) and the eternal beloved of Sri Krsna, 
is mentioned in various Puranas. Throughout Srlmad-Bhagavatam, 
particularly the Tenth Canto in connection with the description of the 
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Lord’s Vrndavana pastimes, Srimati Radhika is referred to indirectly 
and discreetly. Only rasika and bhdvuka devotees conversant with the 
conclusions of scriptures can understand this confidential mystery. 

In the learned assembly in Jaipur, Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana 
refuted the arguments and doubts of the opposing party, and they 
were silenced by his presentation. He established that the Gaudiya 
Vaisnavas are in the disciplic succession from Sri Madhvacarya. 
Despite his victory, however, the contesting party did not accept 
the Gaudiya sampradaya to be of pure Vaisnava lineage because 
the Gaudiyas had no commentary on Vedanta-sutra. Srila Baladeva 
Vidyabhusana therefore composed the famous Gaudiya commentary, 
Sri Govinda-bhasya. Once again the worship of Sri Sri Radha-Govinda 
commenced in the temple of Sri Govindadeva, and the validity of the 
Sri Brahma-Madhva-Gaudiya sampradaya was firmly established. 

It was only on the authority of Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura 
that Sri Baladeva Vidyabhusana was able to write Sri Govinda-bhasya 
and prove the connection of Gaudiya Vaisnavas with the Madhva 
sampradaya. There should be no doubt in this regard. This accom¬ 
plishment of Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, performed on behalf 
of the sampradaya, will be recorded in golden script in the history of 
Gaudiya Vaisnavism. 

Re-establishing the Doctrine of Parakiya 

When a slight decline in the influence of the six Gosvamis took place in 
Sri Vrndavana, a controversy arose around the doctrines of wedded love 
(svakiyavada) versus paramour love (parakiyavada). To dispel miscon¬ 
ceptions regarding svakiyavada, Srila Cakravarti Thakura wrote Raga- 
vartma-candrika and Gopi-premamrta, both of which are replete with 
scriptural philosophical conclusions. Thereafter, in his Ananda-candrika 
commentary on the verse laghutvam atra yat proktam, of Sri Ujjvala- 
nilamani (1.21), he showed that the theory of svakiyavada was fallacious, 
and he established the conception of parakiya, with scriptural evidence 
and irrefutable arguments. Further, in his Sarartha-darsini commentary 
on Srimad-Bhagavatam, he gave strong support to parakiya-bhava. 

Certain scholars opposed the conclusions of Srila Cakravarti Thakura 
on worship in the mood of parakiya. When he defeated them with 
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superior erudition and sound reasoning they resolved out of envy to kill 
him. They knew that Sri Cakravarti Thakura used to circumambulate Sri 
Vrndavana early each morning, so they hid in a dark, dense grove and 
waited for him to walk by. As his adversaries watched him approach, he 
suddenly disappeared, and in his place, a beautiful young girl of Vraja 
appeared, picking flowers with some of her friends. 

The scholars asked the girl, “Dear child, just a moment ago a great 
devotee was coming this way. Did you see where he went?” The girl 
replied that she had seen him, but that she did not know where he 
had gone. Her astonishing beauty, gentle smile, graceful manner and 
sidelong glances captivated the scholars. Their hearts melted, and all 
the impurities in their minds were vanquished. They asked the girl who 
she was, and she replied, “I am a maidservant of Srlmatl Radhika. She is 
presently at Her in-laws’ house at Yavata, and She sent me here to pick 
flowers.” Having spoken thus, the girl disappeared, and in her place the 
scholars saw Srila Cakravarti Thakura once again. They fell at his feet 
and prayed for forgiveness, and he forgave them all. There are many 
such astonishing occurrences in the life of Srila Cakravarti Thakura. 

In this way, Srila Cakravarti Thakura refuted the theory of svaklya 
and established the truth of pure paraklya - an achievement of great 
import for the Gaudlya Vaisnavas. 

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura not only protected the integrity of 
the Sri Gaudlya Vaisnava dharma, but he also re-established its influence 
in Sri Vrndavana. Anyone who evaluates this accomplishment will be 
struck with wonder at his uncommon genius. Gaudlya Vaisnava acaryas 
have composed the following verse in praise of his extraordinary work: 

visvasya natharupo ’sau 
bhakti-vartma-pradarsanat 
bhakta-cakre vartitatvat 
cakravarty akhyayabhavat 

He is known by the name Visvanatha, lord of the universe, because 
he indicates the path of bhakti; and he is known as Cakravarti, or 
he around whom the circle or assembly turns, because he always 
remains within the assembly ( cakra) of pure devotees. Therefore, his 
name is Visvanatha Cakravarti. 
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In about 1754, on the fifth day of the light phase of the moon in the 
month of Magha (January-February), when Srila Visvanatha CakravartI 
Thakura was around a hundred years old, he left this material world 
in Vrndavana, deeply absorbed in internal consciousness. His samadhi 
stands today next to the temple of Sri Sri Radha-Gokulananda in Sri 
Dhama Vrndavana. 

Below is a list of his books, commentaries and prayers, which comprise 
a storehouse of incomparable wealth of Gaudiya Vaisnava devotional 
literature: 

(1) Vraja-rlti-cintdmani; 

(2) Camatkara-candrika; 

(3) Prema-samputa ( Khanda-kavya - a poetic work which displays 
only partial characteristics or ornamentation or poetry); 

(4) Gltavall; 

(5) Subodhinl (Alarikara-kaustubha tifed); 

(6) Ananda-candrika ( Ujjvala-nllamani tlkd); 

(7) Tikd on Sr z Gopala-tapam; 

(8) Stavamrta-laharl (‘Waves of Nectarean Prayers’, included 
in which are the following: 

(1) Sri Guru-tattvastaka, (16) Sri Radha-kundastaka, 

(2) Mantra-datr-guror-astaka, (17) Jagan-mohandstaka, 

(3) Parama-guror-astaka, (18) Anuraga-valll, 

(4) Paratpara-guror-astaka, (19) Sri Vrnda-devyastakam, 

(5) Parama-paratpara-guror-astaka, (20) Sri Rddhikd-dhydnamrta, 

(6) Sri Lokanathastaka, (21) Sri Rupa-cintamani, 

(7) Sri Saclnandanastaka, (22) Sri Nandlsvarastaka, 

(8) Sri Svarupa-caritdmrta, (23) Sri Vrndavandstaka, 

(9) Sri Svapna-vildsdmrta, (24) Sri Govardhanastaka, 

(10) Sri Gopala-devastaka, (25) Sri Sankalpa-kalpa-druma, 

(11) Sri Madana-mohandstaka, (26) Sri Nikunja-virudavall 

(12) Sri Govinddstaka, (Virut-kdvya, laudatory 

(13) Sri Gopindthdstaka, poetry), 

(14) Sri Gokuldnanddstaka, (27) Surata-kathamrta, 

(15) Svayam-bhagavad-astaka, (28) Sri Syama-kundastaka) 

(9) Sri Krsna-bhdvandmrta-mahdkdvya; 

(10) Sri Bhdgavatdmrta-kana; 
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(n) Sri Ujjvala-nilamani-kirana; 

(12) Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu-bindu; 

(13) Raga-vartma-candrika; 

(14) Aisvarya-kadambim (unavailable); 

(15) Sri Madhurya-kadambini; 

(16) Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu tikd; 

(17) Dana-keli-kaumudi tikd; 

(18) Sri Lalita-madhava-nataka tikd; 

(19) Sri Caitanya-caritamrta tikd (incomplete); 

(20) Brahma-samhita tikd; 

(21) Srimad Bhagavad-gita Sdrartha-varsini-tikd; 

(22) Srimad-Bhagavatam Sarartha-darsini-tika. 


The present [Hindi] edition of Bhagavad-gita includes the following 
features: the original devanagari verse, the transliteration, the anvaya 
(word-for-word), the verse translation, Srila Cakravarti Thakura’s 
Sarartha-varsini commentary, its bhavanuvada (a translation that 
takes into consideration specific subtleties) and the Sarartha-varsini 
Prakasikd-vrtti, which has been written by this poor and lowly servant. 

The Sarartha-varsini commentary is not simple or easy to understand, 
unless one has some knowledge of Sanskrit. I have written Sarartha- 
varsini Prakasikd-vrtti in line with the thoughts of the Sri Rupanuga 
Gaudlya Vaisnava dcaryas in order to make Srila Cakravarti Thakura’s 
Sarartha-varsini commentary simpler and easier to understand. May the 
merciful readers forgive me for my impudent act. 

My worshipful Godbrother, parivrajakacarya Sri Srimad 
Bhaktivedanta Vamana Maharaja, is the present acarya and president of 
Sri Gaudlya Vedanta Samiti, and he is a dear and intimate servant of Sri 
Gurupada-padma. He is very attached to the topmost knowledge ( bhakti). 
By his mercy, he has repeatedly encouraged and directed this worthless 
servant to fulfil the innermost intentions of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s 
associates by publishing a natural, easy and comprehensive edition of 
Srimad Bhagavad-gita, along with the commentaries of Srila Cakravarti 
Thakura. I humbly pray at his lotus feet that he bestow his blessings 
upon me. In this way, I may fulfil Srila Gurudeva’s inner desire, offering 
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this Srimad Bhagavad-gita into his lotus hands, which includes his dear 
Sarartha-varsini commentary. 

I am specifically indebted to astottara-sata Sri Srimad Bhakti 
Viveka Bharati Maharaja and astottara-sata Sri Srimad Bhakti Sri Rupa 
SiddhantI Maharaja. Both were surrendered at the lotus feet of nitya- 
lila-pravista-jagad-guru astottara-sata Sri Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta 
Sarasvati Prabhupada, and they have benefitted the world unlimitedly 
by translating and publishing a Bengali edition of Srila Cakravarti 
Thakura’s commentary and the Rasika-ranjana bhasya of the Seventh 
Gosvami, Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura. 1 have systematically studied 
this edition and have quoted some portions from it herein. 1 offer 
my prostrated obeisances at the lotus feet of these two s iksa-gurus of 
mine, time and again. May they be pleased with me. 

f am completely confident that readers who are hankering for bhakti 
will receive this book well and with all honour, and that faithful 
readers will enter into the realm of suddha-bhakti after studying it. 
We hope that our spiritually astute readers will mercifully forgive any 
mistakes and discrepancies that may have occurred in the course of 
compiling this book in a short time, and that they will oblige us by 
accepting its very essence. 

Finally, in a mood of distress, 1 pray at the lotus feet of my most 
worshipful sri guru-pada-padma, nitya-lila-pravista om visnupada 
astottara-sata Sri Srimad Bhakti Prajnana Kesava Gosvami Maharaja, 
who is the concentrated embodiment of Bhagavan’s compassion. 
May he shower profuse mercy and blessings upon me, so that this 
poor, lowly servant will attain increasing qualification to serve his 
innermost desire. 

Praying for a particle of the mercy 
of Sri Flari, Guru and Vaisnavas, 
the humble and insignificant, 

Tridandlbhiksu 

Sri Bhaktivedanta Narayana 

Sri KesavajI Gaudlya Matha, Mathura 
Vyasa-puja of Sri Sri Gurupada-padma 
25 February 1997 
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(to the Third English Edition) 


THIS EDITION of Srimad Bhagavad-glta is a translation of the Hindi 
edition presented by of our most beloved Srila Gurudeva, nitya- 
llla-pravista om visnupada astottara-sata Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta 
Narayana Gosvami Maharaja. It contains a translation of the Sarartha- 
varsinl-tlka (commentary that is a shower of essential meanings), 
which was composed by the eminent Gaudiya Vaisnava acarya 
Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura. That commentary is further 
elucidated by Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja 
in his own purport, the Sarartha-varsinl Prakasika-vrtti (that which 
illuminates Sarartha-varsinl ). He often concludes his exposition 
with excerpts from the charming commentary of Srila Bhaktivinoda 
Thakura named Rasika-ranjana (that which gives joy to those expert 
in relishing transcendental mellows). 

During his manifest pastimes in this world, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, 
who is Sri Krsna Himself, the speaker of the Gita, demonstrated in 
His life and precepts the very pinnacle of devotion, which naturally 
comprises the zenith of the Gita’s teachings. Because Srila Visvanatha 
Cakravarti Thakura is Sriman Mahaprabhu’s intimate devotee, he is 
qualified to reveal the deeper imports of Sri Krsna’s message therein. 
To give the reader insight into the intricacy, depth and beauty of the 
conversation between Sri Krsna and Arjuna, Srila Cakravarti Thakura 
has employed the traditional style of purva-paksa, meaning ‘objection 
and resolution of doubt’, which creates a continuous flow of questions 
and answers, thus linking all of the Gita’s verses like jewels strung on a 
necklace. His purports therefore possess the uniqueness of revealing Sri 
Krsna’s inner intention in instructing Arjuna. And they also reveal the 
doubts that arose in the mind of Arjuna that prompted his questions. 
The reader is therefore privy to the intimacy of their conversation and is 
more able to comprehend the reason for the succession of verses. 
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Moreover, in his commentary, Srila Cakravarti Thakura has revealed 
that the very essence of Srimad Bhagavad-gita is the four seed verses 
known as catuh-sloki-gita (Gita 10.8-11). He explains that within these 
four verses, Sri Krsna bestows bhakti-yoga characterized by spontaneous 
devotion, which is His exceptional grace upon the living entities. This 
essence also flows throughout the Gita’s other key verses. It would not 
be possible to discern this without his guidance or the revelation of 
esteemed Gaudiya commentators like him. 

Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja’s dedication 
to disseminating the teachings of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and His 
intimate followers such as Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura is 
unsurpassed. His renowned and endearing speciality ( vaisistya ) is his 
inherent unalloyed devotion to the most refined Gaudiya conceptions 
in the line of Srila Rupa Gosvami, which signifies his perfect alignment 
with his noble preceptors. It is not possible for him to leave such 
conceptions for a fraction of a moment, and therefore, it follows that 
they suffuse all of his Gita purports. 

This edition has only come about by the causeless mercy of Sri Srimad 
Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja and Srila Visvanatha 
Cakravarti Thakura. Only if they are pleased will we deem our efforts 
a success. We humbly beg our respected readers to overlook any errors 
and be patient with any shortcomings in our endeavour to present the 
words of such illustrious Vaisnava deary as. 

Aspiring to serve Sri Guru and the Vaisnavas 

The Publishing Team 

Sri Nandotsava (23 August 2011) 
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Prefude 

to the Mahabharata War 


KING SANTANU was a famous and influential emperor in the Kuru 
dynasty and he was most chivalrous and religious. His wife, Gariga- 
devi, gave birth to a son named Bhisma, who was a personal expansion 
of the eighth Vasu. However, she disappeared after the birth of the 
child due to particular circumstances. Later, while the king was on 
a hunting expedition, he saw an incomparably beautiful princess 
named Satyavati at the home of Dasaraja, the king of the Nisadas. 
This princess had actually been born of the semen of Uparicara Vasu 
from the womb of a fish, and the king of Nisada had nourished and 
nurtured her as if she were his own daughter. 

Maharaja Santanu asked the king for permission to marry Princess 
Satyavati, and Dasaraja consented on the condition that the child born 
from her womb would be the sole heir to Santanu’s kingdom. Maharaja 
Santanu, however, did not accept this condition and returned to his 
capital. When Prince Bhisma heard about this, he wanted to fulfil 
his father’s desire. He therefore took a great vow to remain a lifelong 
brahmacdrl, to ensure that Satyavatl’s son would indeed succeed the 
kingdom. Santanu was thus able to marry Satyavati. In return he gave 
Bhisma the boon that he could die according to his own desire. Satyavati 
bore Maharaja Santanu two sons, Citrangada and Vicitravirya. 

After Maharaja Santanu’s death, Bhisma made Citrangada successor 
to the throne, but Citrangada died untimely, and Vicitravirya ascended 
the throne. Vicitravirya, had two wives - Arnbika and Ambalika - 
yet he died at a young age, without fathering any children. Mother 
Satyavati was doubly distressed, because the death of her sons left 
the dynasty with no heir. She summoned her first son, the great sage 
Vedavyasa, simply by remembering him. To protect the dynasty, on 
her instruction and with Bhlsma’s approval, Vedavyasa begot sons by 
Vicitravlrya’s wives. Arnbika bore Dhrtarastra, Ambalika bore Pandu, 
and the maidservant of Vicitravirya bore the saintly Sri Vidura. 
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Dhrtarastra was blind from birth, so his younger brother Pandu 
was crowned king. Maharaja Pandu was a chivalrous and influential 
emperor, endowed with all good qualities. He had five sons, of whom 
Yudhisthira was the eldest. Of Dhrtarastra’s one hundred sons, 
Duryodhana was the eldest. By the influence of time, King Pandu 
died while all the princes were quite young, so Grandfather Bhisma 
enthroned Dhrtarastra and made him responsible for protecting the 
kingdom until the princes grew older. 

When the five Pandavas and the sons of Dhrtarastra headed by 
Duryodhana reached maturity, a great conflict arose concerning who 
would succeed the royal throne. King Dhrtarastra favoured his sons 
and wanted Duryodhana to be king by fair means or foul. However, the 
highly religious Grandsire Bhisma could not allow this, being pressured 
from other respected personalities and citizens. Duryodhana, who was 
born from a portion of Kali, was extremely wicked and irreligious by 
nature, and he wanted to be the sole monarch, without opposition. To 
this end, he made various conspiracies to kill the Pandavas, all with the 
secret consent of King Dhrtarastra. 

Despite repeated requests by Maharsi Vedavyasa, Grandsire Bhisma, 
Guru Dronacarya, the saintly Vidura and others, Dhrtarastra did not 
give the Pandavas their due half of the kingdom. However, for external 
show, he crowned Yudhisthira crown-prince of Hastinapura and sent 
him to Varanavat, where Duryodhana planned to kill all the Pandavas 
by setting fire to a newly-built palace. Dhrtarastra approved of this 
heinous plan but, by the will of the Supreme Lord, the Pandavas were 
somehow saved. 

In due course of time, the Pandavas married Draupadi. When 
Duryodhana discovered that they were still alive, he consulted his 
father again and invited them to Hastinapura. On the order of Grandsire 
Bhisma and other elders, and at the request of the subjects, the 
Pandavas were given sovereignty of Khandavaprastha (Indraprastha). 
There, with the assistance of Sri Krsna and the demon named Maya, 
the Pandavas constructed a wonderful palace and city. Within a short 
time they conquered all the mighty kings of India and performed a 
great rajasuya-yajna. 
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King Dhrtarastra and Duryodhana became extremely jealous of the 
Pandavas as a result of the opulence and success of this yajna, and they 
conspired to defeat them in a gambling match. They took the Pandavas’ 
entire kingdom, and forced them into twelve years of exile, and then 
for one more year, they had to live incognito. After this prolonged 
ordeal, Dhrtarastra and Duryodhana still did not return the Pandavas 
their kingdom. As the Pandava’s ambassador, Sri Krsna Himself went 
to Hastinapura and conveyed their request that Duryodhana should 
at least give them five villages. Duryodhana, however, remained 
unmoved and would not compromise. He told Krsna, “What to speak 
of five villages, I will not even give the Pandavas enough land to hold 
the tip of a needle, unless they defeat me in battle.” 

Bhagavan Sri Krsna appeared in order to establish religion, to 
protect the saintly persons and to annihilate the demons. In the course 
of the Mahabharata Battle, He used Arjuna and Bhima as instruments 
to assist Him in His plan to relieve the enormous burden weighing 
heavily upon the Earth. 
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ddrHd: I 

TTTR^T: Miu^dl^d fee|ch4d || ^ || 

dhrtarastra uvaca - 

dharma-ksetre kuruksetre samaveta yuyutsavah 
mamakah pandavas caiva kim akurvata sanjaya 


dhrtarastra uvaca - King Dhrtarastra said; dharma-ksetre kuru-ksetre - 
in the religious place named Kuruksetra; samavetah - assembled; 
yuyutsavah - desiring to fight; mamakah - my sons (headed by 
Duryodhana); pandavah - the sons of Pandu (headed by Yudhisthira); 
ca - and; eva - indeed; kim - what?; akurvata - did they do; sanjaya - O 
Sanjaya. 

King Dhrtarastra said: O Sanjaya, what did my sons and the sons 
of Pandu do, having assembled at the sacred land of Kuruksetra, 
desiring to fight? 

THE BHAvANUVADA OF SRILA VISVANATHA CAKRAVARTI THAKURAS 
SArARTHA-VARSINI TIkA (the innermost intention of the commentary 
named ‘the shower of essential meanings’) 

gauramsukah sat-kumuda-pramodi svabhikhyaya gos tamaso nihanta 
sri-krsna-caitanya-sudha-nidhir me mono ’dhitisthan sva-ratim karotu 
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pracina-vacah suvicarya so ’ham ajno pi gitamrta-lesa-lipsuh 
yateh prabhor eva mate tad atm santah ksamadhvam saranagatasya 

May Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who dispelled the darkness of 
the Earth by distributing His own name (Sri Krsna); who increases 
the bliss of the lotus-like devotees; who is the storehouse of the 
nectar of love of Godhead; and who is that person who bestows the 
most elevated relationship of divine amorous love ( unnatojjvala- 
rasa), perform His playful pastimes in my heart. Although I am 
ignorant, while deliberating on the thoughts expressed by the 
previous Vaisnava acaryas and by following the conclusions of Sri 
Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the crest jewel of all those in the 
renounced order, I have become greedy to taste a drop of nectar in 
the form of the Bhagavad-gita. Therefore, saintly persons should 
forgive this surrendered soul. 

Svayam Bhagavan Sri Krsna is the Supreme Absolute Truth in 
human-like form. He is the ultimate objective of all scriptures, and 
He appeared as the son of Sri Vasudeva, in Sri Gopala-puri. He is 
supremely inconceivable and beyond the perception of the material 
senses, yet He becomes visible to the eyes of common men through 
the medium of His internal potency, yogamaya. He imparted the 
instructions of Bhagavad-gita, thus delivering the souls bewildered 
by this material world, who were drowning in the ocean of birth and 
death. He submerged them in the great ocean of transcendental love 
of Godhead by bestowing upon them a taste of His sweetness, beauty 
and other qualities. He appeared in this world, being bound by His 
promise to protect the saintly persons and annihilate the demonic 
classes. Yet, on the pretext of removing the burden of the Earth, 
He in fact awarded supreme protection in the form of liberation to 
the miscreants, to those who were antagonistic towards Him, and 
to the souls drowning in the miseries of this vast ocean of material 
existence, which is compared to Kumbhlpaka, a hellish planet where 
sinful persons are cooked in boiling oil. 

Bhagavan Sri Krsna instructed Bhagavad-gita so that after His 
disappearance from this world, the conditioned souls, who have been 
influenced by ignorance since time immemorial and completely bound 
by lamentation, illusion and so forth, could be delivered. Furthermore 
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to uphold His glories that are found in the scriptures and which 
are sung by saintly personalities, He directed these instructions of 
Bhagavad-glta to His very dear associate Arjuna, who had voluntarily 
accepted a veil of lamentation and illusion. 

This Bhagavad-glta has three divisions: 

(1) Karma-yoga, the path of spiritual advancement where the fruit 
of one’s pious action is offered to the Lord 

(2) Jhana-yoga, the path of spiritual advancement through 

transcendental knowledge 

(3) Bhakti-yoga, the path of loving devotion to the Supreme Lord 
(Sri Bhagavan) 

In the eighteen chapters of Bhagavad-glta, Sri Krsna describes the 
ultimate goal of life by revealing the purport of the Vedas and the 
eighteen types of knowledge. In the first six chapters of Bhagavad-glta, 
karma-yoga is taught; in the last six chapters, jhana-yoga is instructed; 
and in the six chapters placed between them, bhakti-yoga, which is 
more confidential and rare than the other two types of yoga, is taught. 
This bhakti-yoga is also the very life of both karma and jhana. Without 
devotion, karma and jhana are fruitless. Only when combined with 
devotion are they partly acceptable. 

Devotion, or bhakti, is of two types: exclusive devotion ( kevala- 
bhakti ) and devotion that is prominent but not yet pure, being mixed 
with another process (pradhanl-bhuta). Exclusive devotion is in itself 
independent and supremely powerful, and it does not require any 
assistance from karma and jhana. ft is therefore described as extremely 
potent, possessed of nothing other than the desire to please Krsna 
(akihcana ), unalloyed, or one-pointed (ananya), and so on. However, 
in the practice of pradhanl-bhuta bhakti, it remains mixed with karma 
and jhana. This will be examined later in depth. 

To explain the nature of Arjuna’s lamentation and illusion, the 
speaker of the Mahabharata, Sri Vaisampayana, a disciple of Vyasadeva, 
is reciting the Bhlsma-parva section of the Mahabharata to his listener, 
Janamejaya. He begins with the words dhrtarastra uvaca (Dhrtarastra 
said). Dhrtarastra is asking his minister Sanjaya, “O Sanjaya, what did 
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my sons and the sons of Pandu do, having assembled on the battlefield 
of Kuruksetra, desiring to fight?” 

Here a question arises. Dhrtarastra has mentioned that his sons 
and the Pandavas have assembled with the sole purpose of fighting. 
It is therefore certain that they will fight. What, then, is his intention 
in asking, “What did they do?” The reply is that Dhrtarastra says 
dharma-ksetre, ‘the land of dharma, or religion’. In the Srutis, the 
body of literature that was directly manifest from the Supreme Lord 
and which has been heard from authorities, it is said “kuruksetram 
deva-yajanam - Kuruksetra is the sacrificial arena of the demigods.” 
Therefore, this land is famous for nourishing religious principles. 
Thus, by its influence, the anger of irreligious persons like Duryodhana 
and others can be subdued, and they may become inclined to follow 
and accept religion. The Pandavas are already religious by nature. 
Therefore, when their discrimination awakens and they understand 
that the killing of one’s friends and relatives is improper, both parties 
may agree to a peaceful settlement. 

Outwardly Dhrtarastra is showing that he will be pleased with 
such a peace treaty, but internally he is feeling great unhappiness. He 
considers that if they negotiate a truce, the presence of the Pandavas 
will continue to remain an impediment for his sons. 

Dhrtarastra is thinking, “The warriors on my side, like Bhisma and 
Drona, cannot be conquered, even by Arjuna. Therefore, since our 
victory is certain, it will be beneficial to fight.” His internal sentiments, 
however, are not discernible to others. 

Here, by the component ksetra in the term dharma-ksetre (the land 
of religion), Sarasvati-devi, the goddess of learning, is indicating a 
special meaning. Religion, or the embodiment of religion, Yudhisthira, 
and his associates are like plants of rice, and their maintainer, 
Bhagavan Sri Krsna, is like a farmer. The various kinds of assistance 
Sri Krsna gave to the Pandavas is likened to watering the crop and 
making an embankment around the field. The opposing party, the 
Kauravas, headed by Duryodhana, are like blackish weeds that grow 
in the rice field. As black weeds are uprooted from the rice field, 
similarly Duryodhana, along with the other members of his family, 
the Kauravas, will be uprooted from this land of religion. 
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THE SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI (the explanation that 
illuminates the commentary named Sarartha-varsim) by Srila 
Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja 

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya 
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah 

I offer my most humble obeisances unto Sri Gurudeva, who with 
the torchlight of transcendental knowledge has opened my eyes, 
which were blinded by the darkness of ignorance. 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale 
srl-srlmad-bhakti-prajnana-kesava iti nomine, 
ati-martya-caritraya svasritanam ca paline 

jiva-duhkhe sadarttaya sri-nama-prema-ddyine 

I offer my obeisances unto the lotus feet of my spiritual master, 
om visnupada astottara-sata Sri Srimad Bhakti Prajnana Kesava 
Gosvami Maharaja, who is so dear to Sri Krsna in this world. He is 
a completely divine personality who nurtures with great affection 
those who have taken shelter of him. Aggrieved upon seeing the 
suffering of those souls who are averse to Sri Krsna, he bestows 
upon them the holy name, along with pure love of Godhead. 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale 
srimate bhaktisiddhanta sarasvatiti namine 

I offer my obeisances unto om visnupada Sri Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta 
Sarasvati Prabhupada, who is so dear to Sri Krsna having taken 
shelter at His lotus feet. 

namo bhaktivinodaya sac-cid-ananda namine 
gaura-sakti-sva-rupaya rupanuga-varaya te 

I offer my obeisances unto Saccidananda Srila Bhaktivinoda 
Thakura, who is the foremost of the followers of Sri Rupa Gosvami 
(the rupanuga devotees) and the embodiment of Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu’s own internal potency. 

visvasya natha-rupo ’sau bhakti-vartma-pradarsanat 
bhakta-cakre varttitvdt cakravarty-akhyayabhavat 
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Because he illuminates the path of devotion for the whole world 
(visva), he is known as Visvanatha. And because he has attained 
the foremost position among the community of devotees, he is 
known as Cakravarti. Hence his name as Visvanatha Cakravarti 
has become significant. 

The greatly learned Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura is an 
eminent spiritual master in the preceptoral line descending from 
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. As a great scholar of the Vedanta and the 
crest jewel of devotees who relish the bliss of devotional sentiments, 
Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura has compiled an invaluable 
commentary on Srimad Bhagavad-glta named Sarartha-varsinl, which 
is pregnant with essential meanings. This commentary was written 
in Sanskrit and previously, was only translated into Bengali. Conse¬ 
quently, the Hindi speaking audience has been completely deprived of 
reading this invaluable treasure. Thus, for the comprehensive welfare 
of faithful persons, I am translating the commentary into Hindi. 

The style and sentiment of the commentary are extremely deep and 
enriched with established philosophical conclusions ( siddhanta ). To 
make the translation simple and comprehensible, I thought it necessary 
to write a further explanation to illuminate the Sarartha-varsinl com¬ 
mentary. This explanation is called the Prakdsikd-vrtti. This arduous 
task is not possible without the mercy of srl guru and the Vaisnavas and 
of Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura himself. Therefore, first of all, 
in a mood of great desperation, I pray at their lotus feet for their mercy 
and blessings. 

Srimad Bhagavad-glta is the essence of all Srutis, Upanisads and 
Puranas. Based on the authoritative evidence of the Vedic literature 
received through the disciplic succession, it is concluded that Vrajendra- 
nandana Sri Krsna Himself, the son of the King of Vraja, is the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead who has no source other than Himself. He is the 
embodiment of all spiritual nectarean mellows (akhila-rasamrta-murti), 
He is complete with all potencies ( sarva-saktimdn ) and He is the non¬ 
dual Absolute Truth ( advaya-jnana-para-tattva ). Among His unlimited 
potencies, three are prominent: the internal potency (cit-sakti), the 
marginal potency ( jlva-sakti ) and the external potency (mayd-sakti). 
By the will of Svayarn Bhagavan Sri Krsna, the entire spiritual realm - 
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Vaikuntha, Goloka and Vrndavana - are transformations of His internal 
potency. All spirit souls (jlvas) are a transformation of His marginal 
potency, and the material creation is a transformation of His external 
potency. 

Spirit souls are of two types: liberated and bound. The liberated souls 
are eternally engaged in relishing the bliss derived from serving the 
Lord in Vaikuntha, Goloka and the various other spiritual realms. They 
never become bound in this material world, the prison house of illusion, 
and therefore, they are called eternally liberated. Sometimes, by the will 
of the Lord, they appear in this illusory world as His associates for the 
sole purpose of bestowing welfare to the people. The other type of spirit 
soul is devoured by illusion since time immemorial. As a result of being 
bound, these jlvas are being burned by the three types of miseries while 
wandering endlessly in the cycle of birth and death. 

By the influence of His inconceivable potency, which makes the 
impossible possible and vice versa, the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna, 
who is an ocean of compassion, created ignorance in the heart of 
His eternally liberated associate Arjuna. It was on the pretext of 
dispelling this illusion that He spoke this scripture, Bhagavad-glta - 
which establishes knowledge of the self - solely for the deliverance 
of all jlvas under the grip of illusion, or may a. The subject ultimately 
established in Bhagavad-glta is pure devotional service to the Supreme 
Lord. By adhering to the pure devotion shown in the Bhagavad-glta, 
souls under the influence of illusion can become established in their 
pure constitutional position and can be engaged in service to the Lord. 
Aside from this, there is no other path by which conditioned souls can 
attain auspiciousness. 

On the basis of concrete evidence and invincible arguments from the 
scriptures, Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura and other prominent 
preceptors in the Gaudiya Vaisnava disciplic succession have clearly 
established that the speaker of Bhagavad-glta is not devoid of potency, 
nor is He devoid of variety, form, or transcendental qualities such 
as mercy. The individual soul is never the Supreme, and even in the 
liberated stage he can never become so. Even after attaining liberation, 
the soul will remain a pure minute spiritually conscious entity. 
However, at that time he is said to be an eternal associate of Bhagavan. 


7 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Srimad Bhagavad-gita 


Chapter i 


In the Vedic mantras, it is proven that the Supreme Controller 
and the individual soul both have knowledge, both are knowers, 
both are the enjoyers, both are the doers, and both possess a pure 
spiritual ego. Therefore, there is no difference between them from 
the perspective of fundamental truth, or tattva. However, because 
the individual living entity, the jlva, is an atomic conscious spirit, 
his knowledge is limited and he can be overpowered by the deluding 
potency ( maya ). Paramesvara, the Supreme Controller, is always the 
master of this potency. Although there is no difference between Him 
and the jtva on the basis of tattva, the perception of a difference is real. 
This perception of difference is called vaisistya, meaning ‘possessed 
of a speciality’, or ‘having specific distinguishing characteristics’. 
Just as the sun and the sun’s rays are simultaneously one with yet 
different from each other, being the possessor of attributes and the 
attribute respectively, similarly, the Supreme Tord and the individual 
soul are also one with and different from each other. This is firmly 
proven in the Vedas. Since this relationship of simultaneous oneness 
and difference is beyond the material intellect, it is only intelligible 
with the help of the scriptures, and therefore it is called acintya, 
or inconceivable. This inconceivable simultaneous oneness and 
difference of the Supreme and the living entity is the subject matter 
of Bhagavad-glta. 

Although it is accepted that the Absolute Truth Sri Krsna is 
simultaneously one with and different from the living entity and 
the material world, which are both transformations of His various 
potencies, actually it is the perception of the difference between them 
which is eternal, not the perception of oneness. Knowledge of the 
individual soul ( jlvatma ), the Supreme Soul (Paramatma), the abode 
of this Supreme Soul, and the means to attain the Supreme Soul has 
been delineated in appropriate places in this Bhagavad-glta. 

Although material action performed according to scriptural 
regulations (karma), knowledge ( jnana ) and devotion to the Supreme 
Lord ( bhakti ) have been explained as the three means to attain brahma, 
really bhakti-yoga is the only means to achieve Sri Bhagavan [that is, 
to achieve one’s constitutional position as His eternal servant]. The 
preliminary stage of bhakti-yoga is called karma-yoga. When there is 
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further progress, the intermediate stage is called jnana-yoga, and in 
its mature and elevated stage it is called bhakti-yoga. In itself, material 
action performed according to scriptural regulations (karma) is not a 
direct practice to attain Bhagavan; rather it is only a means to be able 
to practise bhakti. Karma-yoga mixed with bhakti is called bhagavad- 
arpita-karma (offering the fruits of one’s activities to Bhagavan) and is 
described in the Vedas. When the heart becomes purified by following 
the process of offering the fruits of one’s activities to Bhagavan, then 
true knowledge of spirit and non-spirit appears within the heart. The 
processes of attaining transcendental knowledge ( jiidna ) and offering 
the fruit of one’s pious action to the Lord (karma) are worthless when 
devoid of devotional sentiments for the Lord. 

When knowledge of the Absolute Truth appears, exclusive devotion 
also manifests within the heart. When this devotion attains maturity, 
pure love for God, or prema, manifests in the heart of the jtva. Prema is 
the only means by which one can have direct realization of Bhagavan 
and attain Him. This is the deep secret of Bhagavad-glta. One cannot 
achieve liberation merely by attaining knowledge of Bhagavan’s 
impersonal feature. Only when the acquirement of knowledge (jhana) 
is mixed with the moods of devotion to the Supreme Lord can one 
obtain as an extraneous result liberation in one of its four different 
forms. The four types of liberation are obtaining the same bodily 
features as the Lord (sarupya), living on the same planet as the Lord 
(salokya), possessing opulence equal to that of the Lord (sarsti) and 
associating with the Lord (sdmlpya). One can attain loving service to 
Sri Krsna in His supreme abode, Goloka Vrndavana by performing 
exclusive devotion as described in the Bhagavad-glta. When one 
attains this abode, there is no possibility of coming back to the 
material world. For the living entities, the ultimate goal is to achieve 
this loving service. 

Bhakti is of two types: (i) exclusive (kevala) and (2) mixed with 
another process but remaining prominent (pradhanl-bhuta). Kevala- 
bhakti is also called ananya (wherein one is devoid of any other desire 
except for Krsna’s happiness), akihcana (wherein Krsna is one’s sole 
possession), visuddha (completely pure) and nirguna (free from the 
contamination of the three modes of material nature). 
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When the process of devotion is paramount but mixed with 
another process, it is of two types: karma-pradhani-bhuta, in which 
material action performed according to scriptural regulation is mixed 
with bhakti, and jnana-pradhani-bhuta, where acquiring knowledge 
is mixed with bhakti. By performing bhakti mixed with karma, one 
achieves purity of heart and knowledge of fundamental spiritual 
principles ( tattva-jnana ). By performing bhakti mixed with jnana, one 
achieves liberation. 

Only when bhakti mixed with karma is aimed at attaining knowledge 
of fundamental spiritual principles is it called karma-yoga. And only 
when bhakti mixed with jnana is aimed at attaining exclusive devotion 
is it known as jnana-yoga. Both jnana and karma are only steps to 
bhakti. Without bhakti, they are worthless. 


Bhagavad-gita, also called the Gitopanisad, is composed of eighteen 
chapters, which appear as Chapters Twenty-five to Forty-two in the 
Mahabharata’s Bhisma-parva. It has three divisions, each consisting 
of six chapters. The first division explains that the individual soul 
(jivatma ) is a part ( amsa ) of Isvara, the Supreme Controller, and by 
his constitutional position he can acquire the eligibility to render 
service to Bhagavan, who is the am si (whole). The middle six chapters 
explain the principle of pure devotional service, the topmost means 
of attaining pure love for Bhagavan. This is the supreme object to be 
achieved. The third and final part defines conclusive knowledge of the 
Absolute Truth. 

The subject matter of the Gita is exclusive devotion, which is like a 
wish-fulfilling jewel. This jewel has been safely kept inside Bhagavad- 
gita, which is likened to a treasure chest. The base of this chest is 
worship of the Supreme Ford by working without attachment to the 
fruits of one’s activities ( niskama-karma-yoga ), the lid is spiritual 
realization through transcendental knowledge ( jnana-yoga ) and the 
treasure is devotion to the Supreme Ford (bhakti). Only those who 
have staunch faith, who are fixed in religious principles, who have 
good character and who are in control of their senses are qualified 
to study this literature. In order to more completely understand this 
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subject matter, an explanation, or bhavanuvada, of the commentary is 
given. 

For the proper flow of the book, Sri Krsna Dvaipayana Vedavyasa has 
included in the first twenty-seven verses phrases such as dhrtarastra 
uvaca or sanjaya uvaca. They should be accepted as the introductory 
part of the Gita. Just as a piece of salt when mixed with the salty ocean 
completely dissolves to become one with the ocean, these introductory 
words composed by Sri Vedavyasa have similarly become one with the 
great ocean of Bhagavad-glta spoken by Sri Krsna. 

Arjuna: Arjuna is an eternal associate of Bhagavan Sri Krsna. It 
is completely impossible for him to fall into a state of lamentation 
and delusion. In Srlmad-Bhagavatam (1.7.7) h is said “ yasyam vai 
sruyamanayam... - devotion unto the lotus feet of the Supreme Person, 
Sri Krsna, who is transcendental to material nature, at once appears 
in the hearts of those who with great faith hear Srlmad-Bhagavatam , 
which is filled with the topics of His sweet pastimes, and thus destroys 
lamentation, illusion and fear.” 

How, then, is it possible that the greatest devotee Arjuna, an eternal 
associate of Sri Krsna who serves Him as a dear friend, can be in a 
state of illusion and lamentation? Bhagavan Sri Krsna arranged for His 
eternally liberated associate Arjuna, who appeared in this world with 
the Lord, to fall into illusion for the sake of the souls afflicted with 
grief and delusion. Sri Krsna says “tesam aham samuddharta mrtyu- 
samsara-sagarat -1 deliver them from the ocean of material existence” 
(Gita 12.7). 

Through the medium of questions and answers with Arjuna, who 
is apparently bewildered, Sri Krsna has defined the real nature of the 
fundamental truth of Himself, as well as the fundamental truth of the 
soul, the abodes of His incarnations, the material energy, devotion to 
Him, and so forth. 

While commenting on the verse, “ sarva-dharman parityajya - 
abandon all varieties of religion” (Gita 18.66), Srila Visvanatha 
Cakravarti Thakura quotes Sri Krsna as saying: “tvam avalambyaiva 
sastram idam loka-matram evopadestami - having made you the 
instrument, I am delivering this message of Bhagavad-glta for 
the benefit of every soul.” Apart from this, in his commentary on 
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the Srlmad-Bhagavatam called Sarartha-darsinl, Srila CakravartI 
Thakura explains the verse yoglndraya namah ( Srlmad-Bhagavatam 
12.13.21). He says that the description in the Gita of Arjuna’s bewilder¬ 
ment, in which he behaves like someone of this world, is for the sake 
of others. In fact, because Arjuna is an eternal associate of Bhagavan, 
there is not even a tinge of this illusory world in him, what to speak 
of his being overwhelmed by lamentation and delusion. But perfected 
saints, who are very merciful and highly expert in performing 
activities for the welfare of all souls, give beneficial instructions by 
making a particularly famous personality an instrument. This is seen 
throughout the scriptures. Such is the position of Arjuna. 

Eighteen Types of Knowledge: There are four Vedas: Rg, Yajur, Sdma 
and Atharva - and six limbs of the Vedas ( vedahgas ): siksa (phonetics), 
chandas (metre), vyakarana (grammar), nirukta (etymology), jyotisa 
(astronomy) and kalpa (ritual). Then there are other types of knowledge 
such as mlmamsa (which ascertains fundamental philosophical 
truths through analytical examination), nyaya (techniques of logic), 
dharma-sastra (religiosity), Purana (Vedic histories), ayur-veda (study 
of medicine), dhanur-veda (science of weaponry), gandharva-veda 
(singing and dancing) and artha-sastra (science of gaining wealth). 
These are the eighteen types of knowledge, as mentioned in the Visnu 
Purana: 

ahgani vedas catvaro mlmamsa nyaya-vistarah 

dharma-sastram puranam ca vidya hy etam caturdasah 
ayur-vedo dhanur-vedo gandharvas ceti te trayah 

artha-sastram caturtham ca vidya hy astadasaiva tah 

Kuruksetra: Srila Vyasadeva has referred to the battlefield of 
Kuruksetra as the land of religion ( dharma-ksetra). This has a hidden 
meaning. According to Srlmad-Bhagavatam (9.22.4), this land is 
named Kuruksetra after King Kuru. The section of the Mahabharata 
called Salya-parva relates the following story: 

Once, when Kuru Maharaja was ploughing this land, fndra, the 
king of the demigods, appeared there and asked him, “For what 
purpose are you ploughing this land?” Kuru Maharaja answered, 
“1 am doing this so that those who give up their bodies here may 
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attain the heavenly planets.” Upon hearing this, Indra ridiculed 
him and returned to the heavenly planets, and the king again began 
ploughing with great enthusiasm. Again and again Indra returned to 
deride and deliberately disturb the king, yet Kuru Maharaja remained 
unperturbed and continued his work. Finally, on the insistence of 
other demigods, Indra became pleased with Kuru Maharaja and gave 
him the benediction that whoever gives up his body or is killed in 
battle on this land will certainly attain the heavenly planets. For this 
reason this land, known as dharma-ksetra , was chosen for the battle. 

Also, in the Javalopanisad (1.2), Kuruksetra is described as a yajna- 
sthall, a place for the demigods and all living entities to perform 
sacrifice. One attains the heavenly planets and even the topmost 
planet of Lord Brahma by performing sacrifice at this place. Also it 
is written in the Sat-Patha Brahmana, “kuruksetram deva-yajanam asa 
tasmad ahuh kuruksetram deva-yajanam - the demigods performed 
worship of the Lord in Kuruksetra; therefore, sages have named this 
place deva-yajanam.” The phrase dharma-ksetra is composed of 
two words, dharma and ksetra. The word ksetra indicates land for 
cultivation. When a farmer waters the rice field, a type of weed called 
syama grass also grows along with the rice plants. This grass looks 
exactly like the rice plant, and it grows by taking the water used for 
the rice field, thereby covering the rice plants. Eventually, the rice 
plants dry up. Therefore, an expert farmer uproots these weeds 
because they are harmful to the rice crop. In the same way, in this 
land of Kuruksetra, Bhagavan Sri Krsna maintained and nourished 
Yudhisthira Maharaja, the personification of religion, along with his 
associates, by annihilating those who were anti-religious, pseudo¬ 
religious and irreligious, such as Duryodhana and others. 

The land between the rivers Sarasvati and Drsadvati is known as 
Kuruksetra. At this place, both the great sage Mudgala and Prthu 
Maharaja performed austerities. Sri Parasurama performed sacrifices 
at five different places in this land, after annihilating the warrior 
class. Previously this ksetra was known as Samanta Pancaka but later 
became famous as Kuruksetra, named after Maharaja Kuru. 

Sanjaya: Sanjaya was the son of a charioteer named Gavalgama. 
He was completely conversant with the conclusions of all scriptures, 

13 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Srimad Bhagavad-gita 


Chapter i 


and he was generous and dedicated to religious principles. Because 
of these virtuous qualities, Grandsire Bhlsma appointed him and 
Vidura as Dhrtarastra’s royal ministers. Sanjaya was considered to be 
a second Vidura and was also an intimate friend of Arjuna. By the 
mercy of Sri Vyasadeva he had received divine vision and was thus 
able to narrate all the events of the war to Dhrtarastra. This enabled 
him to view the battle of Kuruksetra from within the distant royal 
palace in Hastinapura. Maharaja Yudhisthira also described Sanjaya 
as a sweet-speaking well-wisher of everyone, who had a peaceful 
temperament and who was always satisfied and impartial. He was 
fixed in moral conduct and was never agitated by others’ ill behaviour. 
Because he always remaining unbiased and fearless, his speech was 
fully consistent with religious principles. 

Verse 2 

■ 3 ^ 1 — 

^3cn l||U-£c|hW oT3 I 

TT3T cMHH-sMldJI ^ II 

sanjaya uvaca - 

drstva tu pandavanlkam vyudham duryodhanas tada 

acaryam upasangamya raja vacanam abravit 

sanjayah uvaca - Sanjaya said; drstva - after surveying; tu - and; pandava- 
anlkam - the army of the Pandavas; vyudham - fully arrayed in military 
formation; duryodhanah - King Duryodhana; tada - then; acaryam - his 
teacher (Dronacarya); upasangamya - approached; raja - king; vacanam - 
words; abravit - spoke. 

Sanjaya said: O King, after surveying the Pandava army arrayed in 
military formation, Duryodhana approached his guru Dronacarya 
and spoke the following words. 

SARARTHA-VARSINi: After understanding the intention of Dhrtarastra, 
Sanjaya confirmed that there would definitely be a war as Dhrtarastra 
desired. But knowing that the result would be contrary to Dhrtarastra’s 
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expectations, Sanjaya is speaking these words beginning with drstva 
etc. Here, the word vyudham means ‘the arrangement of the Pandava 
army into a strategic formation’. Thus King Duryodhana, who felt fear 
within himself, spoke nine verses, beginning with pasyaitam in the 
next verse. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Unfortunately, apart from 
Dhrtarastra being blind since birth, he was also bereft of both 
religious and spiritual vision. Thus, at the time of the Mahabharata 
War, he became overwhelmed with lamentation and illusion. Due to 
the influence of the dharma-kse.tra, his son Duryodhana might return 
half of the kingdom to the Pandavas. Fearing this, he became dejected. 

Sanjaya, being highly religious and a visionary, could sense the 
internal feelings of Dhrtarastra. Although Sanjaya knew that the 
result of this battle would not be in Dhrtarastra’s favour, he very 
intelligently hid this information, and while pacifying Dhrtarastra, 
he said, “Duryodhana is not going to compromise with the Pandavas. 
Rather, after seeing the extremely strong arrangement of the Pandava 
army, he is personally approaching Dronacarya, his guru in military 
science, to inform him of the actual situation.” 

Duryodhana had two motives for approaching the deary a. First, he 
was fearful upon seeing the formidable arrangement of the Pandava 
army. Second, on the pretext of giving his guru due respect, he wanted 
to display his political expertise, by which he was certainly qualified in 
all respects for the post of king. This is verified here by his diplomatic 
behaviour. This is the essence of the verse: sanjaya uvaca etc. 

Duryodhana: Among the one hundred sons of Dhrtarastra and 
Gandharl, Duryodhana was the eldest. At the time of his birth, there 
were various bad omens which caused many saintly persons such as 
Vidura to fear that Duryodhana would be the cause of the destruction 
of the Kuru dynasty. According to the Mahabharata, Duryodhana took 
birth from a part (amsa) of Kali. He was sinful, cruel and a disgrace 
to the Kuru dynasty. At the time of his name-giving ceremony, the 
family priests and other learned astrologers, seeing the indications of 
his future, gave him the name Duryodhana, one who fights against 
the injunctions of religious warfare. Finally, after receiving a hint 
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from Sri Krsna, Bhlma killed him in such a way that would make 
one’s hair stand on end. 

Vyiiha: It is said in Sabda-ratnavall , “samagrasya tu sainyasya 
vinyasah sthana-bhedatah sa vyuha id vikhyato yuddhesu prthivl- 
bhujam - a vyuha is the formation of a military phalanx, arranged by 
an expert king in such a way that it is impenetrable by opponents 
from any direction, thereby assuring victory in battle.” 

Dronacarya: Dronacarya taught the science of weaponry and 
warfare to the sons of both Pandu and Dhrtarastra. He was the son 
of the great sage Bharadvaja. Because he was born from a drona, a 
water-pot, he became famous by the name Drona. Just as he was a 
great teacher of weaponry, he was similarly expert in the knowledge 
of Veda and vedahga (auxiliary portions of the Vedas). After pleasing 
Maharsi Parasurama, Dronacarya learned from him the secrets of the 
science of archery and other sciences. Since he had the benediction 
that he could die at the time of his own choosing, no one could kill 
him. After being insulted by his childhood friend, King Drupada 
of Pancala, Dronacarya went to Hastinapura to earn a livelihood. 
Impressed by Drona’s qualifications, Grandsire Bhisma appointed 
him as the acarya, one who teaches by example, to instruct and train 
Duryodhana, Yudhisthira and the other princes. Arjuna was his most 
dear disciple. In the battle of Kuruksetra, King Duryodhana, by polite 
persuasion and diplomacy, appointed Dronacarya as commander-in- 
chief of the Kaurava army, after Bhisma was no longer in the battle. 

Verse 3 

%TtarTT II 3 II 

pasyaitam pandu-putranam acarya mahatlm camum 
vyudham drupada-putrena tava sisyena dhimata 

pasya - behold; etam - this; pandu-putranam - of the sons of Pandu (the 
Pandavas); acarya - O teacher; mahatlm - great; camum - army; vyudham - 
arranged in a military phalanx; drupada-putrena - Dhrstadyumna, the son 
of Drupada; tava - your; sisyena - by the disciple; dhl-mata - intelligent. 
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O my teacher, behold this great army of the Pandavas, arranged 
in a military phalanx by your intelligent disciple Dhrstadyumna, 
son of Drupada. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: With these words Duryodhana is implying, 
“Dhrstadyumna, the son of Drupada, is indeed your disciple. He has 
taken birth only to kill you. Although you knew this, you continued to 
give him military training. This certainly exposes your dull intelligence.” 

Here, Duryodhana has used the word dhlmata, or ‘intelligent’, 
for Dhrstadyumna. This has a deep meaning. Duryodhana wants 
Dronacarya to realize that, although Dhrstadyumna is Dronacarya’s 
enemy, Dhrstadyumna personally learned from Dronacarya how to 
kill him. In this way, he is very intelligent. Just to arouse the anger of 
his teacher, Duryodhana diplomatically remarks, “Now see his great 
intelligence as the fruits of his training are utilized.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Dhrstadyumna: Drupada, the 
king of Pancala, performed a sacrifice with the desire to beget a son who 
would kill Dronacarya. From the fire of the sacrifice, a boy appeared 
holding armour and weapons. At the same time a voice from the sky 
predicted that this son of Drupada would kill Drona. The brahmanas 
named this heroic looking boy Dhrstadyumna. He learned the science 
of archery from Dronacarya, who was extremely benevolent. Although 
Dronacarya knew that one day Dhrstadyumna would kill him, still, 
with great effort, he trained him in weaponry. Thus Acarya Drona was 
killed by his own disciple in the Mahabharata War. 


Verses 4-6 


3T5i ?rn ifrqRR-r-rqT 

wiHt TTuavsf s[q^r n * n 






wr^rr: n s, n 
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atra sura mahesvasa bhimarjuna-sama yudhi 
yuyudhano viratas ca drupadas ca maha-rathah 

dhrsta-ketus celdtanah kasi-rajas ca vlryavan 
purujit kuntibhojas ca saibyas ca nara-pungavah 

yudhamanyus ca vikranta uttamaujas ca vlryavan 
saubhadro draupadeyas ca sarva eva mahd-rathdh 

atra - present; surah - heroes; maha-isu-asah - great bowmen; bhlma- 
arjuna - to Bhlma and Arjuna; samah - equal; yudhi - in battle; 
yuyudhanah - Satyaki; viratah - the king of Virata; ca - and; drupadah - 
Drupada; ca - also; maha-rathah - the great chariot fighter; dhrsta- 
ketuh - Dhrstaketu; cekitanah - Cekitana; hasirajah - Kasiraja, the 
king of KasI (Varanasi); ca - and; vlryavan - heroic; purujit - Purujit; 
kuntibhojah - Kuntibhoja; ca - and; saibyah - Saibhya; ca - and; nara- 
pungavah - the best of men; yudhamanyuh - Yudhamanyu; ca - and; 
vikrantah - achiever of victory; uttamaujah - Uttamauja; ca - and; vlrya- 
van - heroic; saubhadrah - Abhimanyu, son of Subhadra; draupadeyah - 
the sons of Draupadi; ca - and; sarve - all; eva - these; maha- 
rathah - warriors who can fight against huge opposition. 

Present in this army are mighty bowmen, such as Satyaki, King 
Virata and the great warrior Drupada, who are equal in combat to 
Arjuna and Bhima. Also present are Dhrstaketu and Cekitana, the 
heroic king of Kasi, Purujit, Kuntibhoja, the most valiant Saibya, 
and other noble men, such as the victorious Yudhamanyu, the 
heroic Uttamauja and Abhimanyu, as well as Pratibindhya and 
the other sons of Draupadi. All of these are mahdrathls who can 
fight against huge opposition. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Here the word mahesvasah means that all these 
great warriors carry strong bows that cannot be broken by the enemy. 
The word yuyudhana refers to Satyaki. Saubhadrah refers to Abhimanyu, 
the son of Subhadra, and draupadeyah indicates the sons of the five 
Pandavas born from Draupadi, who are headed by Pratibindhya. 

The characteristics of a maharath I are now described. One who 
can fight alone against unlimited warriors is known as an atirathi. 
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Among great warriors who are expert in warfare, one who can fight 
against ten thousand bowmen single-handedly is called a maharathl. 
One who can only fight with a single person is known as a yoddha, 
and one who requires assistance to defeat a single opponent is called 
an ardharathl. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Yuyudhana: Yuyudhana is 
another name for the heroic Satyaki. He was a very dear servant of 
Sri Krsna, extremely valiant and an atirathl among the commanders- 
in-chief of the Yadava army. He learned the secrets of weaponry from 
Arjuna. In the Mahabharata conflict, he fought on the side of the 
Pandavas. 

Virata: Virata was the pious king of the land of Matsya. The 
Pandavas spent one year incognito under his shelter. His daughter 
Uttara later married Abhimanyu, the famous son of Arjuna. Virata 
was killed in the Mahabharata War along with his sons Uttara, Sveta 
and Sankha. 

Drupada: Drupada was the son of Prsata, the king of Pancala. 
Since Maharaja Prsata and Maharsi Bharadvaja, the father of 
Dronacarya, were friends, Drupada and Dronacarya were also friends 
in their childhood. Later, when Drupada became king, Dronacarya 
approached him for financial help, but Drupada did not properly 
respect him. Dronacarya could not forget this disrespect. When 
Arjuna completed his education in warfare, Dronacarya asked Arjuna 
to capture Drupada and offer him at Drona’s feet, as guru-daksina, an 
offering to one’s guru. Arjuna followed his order. Dronacarya took 
half of Drupada’s kingdom and then released him. To avenge this 
insult, Drupada performed a fire sacrifice in which Draupadi and 
Dhrstadyumna appeared from the fire. 

Cekitana: Cekitana was a Yadava in the dynasty of Vrsni. He was a 
very chivalrous maharathl and was one of the commanders-in-chief of 
the Pandava army. In the Mahabharata War, he met his death at the 
hands of Duryodhana. 

Kasiraja: Kasiraja was the king of KasI (present day Varanasi). He 
was born from a part of the demon named Dirghajihva. A valiant and 
courageous hero, he fought on the side of the Pandavas. 
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Purujit and Kuntibhoja: Purujit and Kuntibhoja were brothers 
of Kunti, the mother of the Pandavas, and were thus the maternaf 
uncles of the Pandavas. In the Mahabharata War, they were killed by 
Dronacarya. 

Saibya: Saibya was the father-in-law of Maharaja Yudhisthira. His 
daughter Devika was married to Yudhisthira Maharaja. He is known 
as nara-pungava, the best of men, and was recognized as a powerful, 
heroic warrior. 

Yudhamanyu and Uttamauja: The valiant, powerful blood-brothers 
Yudhamanyu and Uttamauja were princes of the Pancala kingdom. 
At the end of the Mahabharata War, they were killed by Asvatthama. 

Saubhadra: Bhagavan Sri Krsna’s sister, Subhadra, was married to 
Arjuna. The heroic Abhimanyu was born from her womb, and therefore 
he is known as Saubhadra. He received training in weaponry from 
his father, Arjuna, and from Sri Balarama. He was an exceptionally 
chivalrous hero and a maharathl. At the time of the Mahabharata War, 
he was sixteen years old. In the absence of Arjuna, Abhimanyu alone 
was able to penetrate the cakra-vyiiha, a special wheel-shaped military 
formation that had been arranged by Dronacarya. Trapped in the 
formation, he was unjustly killed by the combined efforts of seven 
maharathls, including Drona, Krpacarya and Kama. 

Draupadeya: Draupadi gave birth to a son from each of the five 
Pandavas. Their names were Pratibindhya, Sutasoma, Srutakarma, 
Satanika and Srutasena. Collectively, they were known as Draupadeya. 
Their fathers were Yudhisthira, Bhima, Arjuna, Nakula and Sahadeva 
respectively. At the end of the Mahabharata war, Asvatthama, desiring 
to please his friend Duryodhana, murdered these five princes at night 
as they slept. 

In addition to the names of the warriors mentioned by Duryodhana, 
there were many other maharathls in the army of the Pandavas. 
Duryodhana has referred to all of them by using the words sarva eva. 

Verse 7 

3TFTT^?r PTRTTH ^ IsMItIH I 

HPTTiT iqPT ^TFT WFf cTFT ^ II ^ || 
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asmakan tu visista ye tan nibodha dvijottama 
nayaka mama sainyasya samjndrtham tan bravlmi te 

asmaham - of our (army); tu - also; visistah - outstanding (warriors); 
ye - who; tan - those (names); nibodha - be informed; dvija-uttama - 
O best of the twice-born; nayakah - leaders; mama sainyasya - of the 
soldiers; samjna-artham - for your understanding; tan - those; bravlmi - I 
am mentioning; te - to you. 

O best of the brahmanas, for your information I shall also mention 
the names of my army’s most excellent heroes. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Here, the word nibodha means please 
understand’, and samjndrtham means ‘for true knowledge’. 

Verses 8-9 

•q^FT I 

3q^r8TFTT ^cbufv-cl II £ II 

sffcT: rdTb4)fddl: I 

HRT^T^rg^TFT: *1# doS^IKdl: II ^ II 

bhavan bhismas ca karnas ca krpas ca samitinjayah 
asvatthama vikarnas ca saumadattir jayadrathah 

anye ca bahavah sura mad-arthe tyakta-jivitah 
ndnd-sastra-praharandh sarve yuddha-visdradah 

bhavan - your good self (Dronacarya); bhlsmah - Grandfather Bhlsma; 
ca - and; karnah - Karna; ca - and; krpah - Krpacarya; ca - and; 
samitinjayah - always victorious in battle; asvatthama - Asvatthama; 
vikarnah - Vikarna; ca - also; saumadattih - Bhurisrava, the son of 
Somadatta; jayad-rathah - the king of Sindhu, Jayadratha; anye - other 
(than those mentioned before) ca - also; bahavah - many; surah - heroes; 
mat-arthe - for my sake; tyahta-jlvitah - (bound by a vow) to give up their 
life; nana - many; sastra - weapons; praharanah - beautifully equipped 
with; sarve - all of them; yuddha-visaradah - expert in warfare. 
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In my army, there are heroes like your good self (Dronacarya), 
Grandfather Bhlsma, Kama, Krpacarya who is ever-victorious in 
battle, Asvatthama, Vikarna, Bhurisrava (the son of Somadatta) 
and Jayadratha, the king of Sindhu. There are many other heroes 
who are prepared to give up their lives for my sake. All are 
equipped with varieties of weapons and are expert in warfare. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Here the word saumadattih refers to Bhurisrava. 
Tyakta-jlvitah denotes a person who is determined to do whatever 
is required of him, having properly realized that he will be greatly 
benefited whether he survives or not. In the Gita (11.33) Bhagavan 
says, “O Arjuna, all these persons have already been killed by Me; you 
need only become an instrument.” In accordance with this statement, 
Sarasvatl-devi made the word tyakta-jlvitah come from the mouth of 
Duryodhana, indicating that his army had already been destroyed. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PR AK ASIK A-VRTTI: Krpacarya: In the lineage of 
the great sage Gautama, there was a saint by the name of Saradvan. 
Once, after seeing the beautiful heavenly damsel Janapadi, his semen 
spontaneously fell on a clump of forest grass. This semen became 
divided in two parts, from which a boy and a girl were born. The girl 
was named Krpi and the boy, Krpa. Krpa later became renowned as a 
great warrior. Saradvan Rsi personally endowed Krpa with expertise 
in the science of archery and other arts. Krpa was exceedingly valiant 
and pious. In the battle of Mahabharata he fought on the side of the 
Kauravas. After the battle, Maharaja Yudhisthira appointed him to 
train Prince Parlksit. 

Asvatthama: Krpi, the sister of Krpacarya, was married to 
Dronacarya. From her womb, Asvatthama was born. Asvatthama was a 
combination of portions of Lord Siva, of the God of death, Yarna, and of 
lust and anger. He learned the scriptures and the science of weaponry 
from his father Dronacarya. He also accepted the responsibility of 
being the last commander-in-chief of the Kauravas in the battle of 
Mahabharata. He murdered the five sons of Draupadi while they were in 
deep sleep, having mistaken them for the five Pandavas. In retaliation, 
the Pandavas insulted him severely and forcibly removed a jewel that 
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was a part of his forehead. After this insult, he burned with anger and 
attempted to kill the unborn Parlksit Maharaja, who was the sole heir 
to the Pandava dynasty. He targeted his brahmastra weapon at the child 
in the womb of Uttara, the wife of Abhimanyu. However, Bhagavan Sri 
Krsna, who is always affectionate to His devotees, invoked His weapon 
named Sudarsana cakra to protect Maharaja Parlksit in the womb. 

Vikarna: Vikarna was one of the one hundred sons of Dhrtarastra. 
He was killed by Bhlmasena in the Mahabharata War. 

Somadatta: Somadatta was the son of Bahlika and the grandson of 
King Pratika of the Kuru dynasty. In the battle of Mahabharata he was 
killed by Satyaki. 

Bhurisrava: Bhurisrava was the son of King Somadatta in the 
dynasty of the moon ( candra-vamsa ). He was a highly courageous and 
famous king. In the Mahabharata conflict, he was killed by Satyaki. 

Sastra: A weapon such as a sword that is used to kill others in hand- 
to-hand combat. 

Astra: A weapon such as an arrow that is released at the enemy. 

Verse io 

fccT^faf ^TTlfiT^-RpCTlUo II 

aparyaptam tad asmakam balam bhismabhiraksitam 
paryaptam tv idam etesam balam bhimabhiraksitam 

aparyaptam - incompetent; tat - that; asmakam - our; balam - strength; 
bhlsma - by Grandsire Bhisma; abhiraksitam - well protected; paryaptam - 
is competent; tu - but; idam - this; etesam - their (Pandavas); balam - 
military strength; bhima - by Bhima; abhiraksitam - well protected. 

The strength of our forces, although protected by Bhisma, is not 
sufficient. On the other hand the army of the Pandavas, under the 
careful protection of Bhima, is fully competent. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Here, the word aparyaptam means ‘incompetent’ 
or ‘insufficient’. That is, the Kauravas are not competent and do not 
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have sufficient strength to fight with the Pandavas. Bhismabhiraksitam 
means, ‘Although our army is well-protected by Grandsire Bhisma, 
who is endowed with extremely fine intelligence and expertise, both 
in weaponry and knowledge of scriptures, the strength of this force 
is still insufficient because Bhisma is inclined towards both sides.’ 
Paryaptam bhimabhiraksitam means, ‘But the army of the Pandavas, 
though protected by Bhima, who is less intelligent (less expert in the 
science of weaponry and scriptural knowledge), is competent to fight 
with us.’ It is indicated by these statements that Duryodhana is feeling 
deeply apprehensive. 

SARARTHA-VARSINl PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Grandsire Bhisma is an 
unparalleled hero. He received a boon from his father that he could 
die at the time of his own choosing and therefore he is unconquerable. 
Although he is fighting on the side of Duryodhana, he is fully 
affectionate toward the Pandavas and does not want them to be killed. 
Because he is concerned for the welfare of both sides, the army led by 
him will not be able to fight with expertise in the battle. Moreover, 
Bhisma cannot use his full strength to fight against the Pandavas. 
Therefore, the army under his command is described as incompetent, 
or insufficient. On the other side, Bhima, who is not as great a hero as 
Bhisma, will use his full strength to ensure victory for his side. Thus 
the army under his leadership has been described as competent, or 
sufficient. 


Verse ii 


3T^FPJ xr Trafa ^qrqTWsrfTSJcTT: I 

'hci-n: %|| ^ 


ayanesu ca sarvesu yatha-bhagam avasthitah 
bhismam evabhiraksantu bhavantah sarva eva hi 


ayanesu - at the entry points; ca - and; sarvesu - all; yatha-bhagam - in 
the assigned positions; avasthitah - situated; bhismam - unto Grandsire 
Bhisma; eva - surely; abhirahsantu - protect in every respect; bhavantah - 
you; sarve - all; eva hi - certainly. 
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Therefore, you must all remain in your strategically assigned 
positions at the entry points and give protection to Grandsire 
Bhlsma in every respect. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Duryodhana is saying, “Therefore, all of you 
(Drona and others) must be careful.” For this purpose only, he tells 
them, “Divide yourselves among all the phalanx entrances and do not 
leave your assigned areas in the battle. In this way, Bhlsma will not 
be killed from behind while fighting the enemy, because right now, 
Bhisma’s strength is our very life.” 

Verse 12 

cFFT TT^FFFT FITfFFD I 

RltHId MHAlWll: YTjf WHcTRII 5^ II 

tasya sanjanayan harsam kuru-vrddhah pitamahah 
simha-nadarh vinadyoccaih sankham dadhmau pratapavan 

tasya - his (Duryodhana); sanjanayan - causing; harsam - joy (in the 
heart); kuru-vrddhah - elder Kuru; pitamahah - the Grandsire (Bhisma); 
simha-nadam - with a sound like a lion’s roar; vinadya - vibrating; 
uccaih - very loudly; sankham - conch-shell; dadhmau - he blew; 
pratapavan - the valiant. 

Then Grandsire Bhisma, the valiant elder of the Kuru dynasty, 
loudly blew his conch-shell, making a sound like the roar of a 
lion, thus delighting the heart of Duryodhana. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Grandsire Bhisma became very pleased to hear 
Duryodhana’s glorification of him in front of Dronacarya. Producing a 
sound like the roar of a lion, the elderly Kuru Bhisma blew his conch- 
shell, to remove Duryodhana’s fear and make him cheerful. 

Verse 13 

cTrT: VTfTVd ^ 4 ^I Tq^ITT^lT^I: I 

TT II ^ II 
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tatah sahkhas ca bheryas ca panavanaka-gomukhah 
sahasaivabhyahanyanta sa sabdas tumulo ’bhavat 

tatah - thereafter; sanhhah - conch-shells; ca - and; bheryah - buffalo horn 
bugles; ca - and; panava-anaka - varieties of small drums and mrdangas', 
gomukhah - trumpets; sahasa - suddenly; eva - indeed; abhyahanyanta - 
were sounded; sah - that; sabdah - sound; tumulah - tumultuous; 
abhavat - was. 

Thereafter, conch-shells, bugles, kettledrums, small drums, 
horns, trumpets and various other instruments were suddenly 
sounded simultaneously, creating a tumultuous, fearsome sound. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The purpose of this verse beginning with 
the word tatah is simply to express that both sides displayed their 
enthusiasm for war immediately thereafter. Here, panava, anaka and 
gomukhah refer to the small drum, the mrdahga, and various horns and 
trumpets, respectively. 


Verse 14 

cTrT: ftsjcfh 

tatah svetair hayair yukte mahati syandane sthitau 
madhavah pandavas caiva divyau sahkhau pradadhmatuh 

tatah - thereafter; svetaih - with white; hayaih - horses; yukte - being yoked; 
mahati - on a great; syandane - chariot; sthitau - situated; madhavah - 
Sri Krsna; pandavah - Arjuna; ca - and; eva - certainly; divyau - divine; 
sankhau - conch-shells; pradadhmatuh - blew. 

Then Sri Krsna and Dhananjaya (Arjuna), situated on an excellent 
chariot drawn by white horses, blew their divine conch-shells. 

Verse 15 

q-rsxF^' cPTcTfl I 

HWf ^terrf II II 
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pancajanyam hrsikeso devadattam dhananjayah 
paundram dadhmau maha-sarikharh bhlma-karmd vrkodarah 

pancajanyam - the conch-shell named Pancajanya; hrslka-lsah - Hrslkesa 
(Sri Krsna, the master of the senses); deva-dattam - the conch-shell 
named Devadatta; dhananjayah - Arjuna (the collector of great wealth); 
paundram - named Paundra; dadhmau - blew; maha-sankham - the 
massive conch-shell; bhima-karma - the performer of Herculean, or 
fearsome tasks; vrka-udarah - Bhimasena, who has a digestion like that 
of a vrka (wolf). 

Hrslkesa Sri Krsna blew His conch-shell known as Pancajanya; 
Dhananjaya blew his conch known as Devadatta; and Bhima, the 
performer of Herculean tasks, blew his great conch known as 
Paundra. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Pancajanya: After completing 
His education in the asrama of His guru, Sri Krsna requested His 
guru and his wife to accept some guru-daksina, a gift traditionally 
offered to the teacher upon the completion of one’s studies. For their 
guru-daksina, His teacher and his wife asked that their son, who had 
drowned in the ocean, be returned to them alive and well. 

Upon inquiring from the presiding deity of the ocean, Varuna, Sri 
Krsna discovered that His guru’s son had been swallowed by an ocean¬ 
dwelling demon named Pancajanya. Sri Krsna killed Pancajanya, but 
He did not find the boy inside the demon’s belly. From there, Sri Krsna 
went to the abode of the dead, named Mahakalapuri, from where He 
took His guru’s son and presented him to His guru as daksina, a token 
of gratitude offered to one’s spiritual master. 

Since Sri Krsna accepted as His conch the external limb (shell) from 
the body of the Pancajanya demon, His conch is known as Pancajanya. 

Verse 16 
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anantavijayam raja kunti-putro yudhisthirah 
nakulah sahadevas ca sughosa-manipuspakau 

ananta-vijayam - the conch named Anantavijaya (meaning limitless 
victory); raja - the king; kunti-putrah - the son of Kunti; yudhisthirah - 
Yudhisthira; nakulah - Nakula; sahadevah - Sahadeva; ca - and; sughosa- 
manipuspakau - the conches named Sughosa and Manipuspaka. 

Maharaja Yudhisthira, the son of Kunti, blew the conch named 
Anantavijaya. Nakula blew the Sughosa conch and Sahadeva blew 
the conch known as Manipuspaka. 

Verses 17-18 

wtesrrcr: ^ TTfir^r: 1 

%J^'?pTl ftR-RT?^ kUrdRh^N-UrHd: ll^ll 

^ 8 ^ 8 ^ || ^ || 

kasyas ca paramesvasah sikhandi ca maha-rathah 
dhrstadyumno viratas ca satyakis caparajitah 

drupado draupadeyas ca sarvasah prthivi-pate 
saubhadras ca mahd-bdhuh sankhan dadhmuh prthak prthak 

kasyah - the king of Kasi; ca - and; parama-isu-asah - the excellent wielder 
of arrows; sikhandi - Sikhandi; ca - also; maha-rathah - the great chariot 
fighter; dhrstadyumnah - Dhrstadyumna; viratah - Virata; ca - and; 
satyakih - Satyaki; ca - and; aparajitah - the unconquerable; drupadah - 
Drupada; draupadeyah - the sons of Draupadi; ca - and; sarvasah - all; 
prthivi-pate - Dhrtarastra, O lord of the Earth; saubhadrah - Abhimanyu, 
the son of Subhadra; ca - also; mahd-bdhuh - mighty-armed; sankhan - 
conch-shells; dadhmuh - blew; prthak prthak - distinctly, one by one. 

O king of the Earth, Dhrtarastra! That great archer the king of 
Kasi; the mahdrathi Sikhandi; Dhrstadyumna; the king of Virata; 
the unconquerable Satyaki; King Drupada; the sons of Draupadi; 
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and Abhimanyu, the son of Subhadra, all one by one distinctly 
sounded their respective conch-shells. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Pancajanya and others are the names of conches 
belonging to Sri Krsna and various warriors on the battlefield. 
Aparajitah means ‘one who cannot be defeated by anyone’, or ‘one who 
is adorned with a bow’. 


Verse 19 

VTcfPTWTTf f^IFI ^TWTI 

^ d^S^HHIddHJI VUI 

sa ghoso dhartarastranam hrdayani vyadarayat 
nabhas ca prthivim caiva tumulo ’bhyanunadayan 

sah - that; ghosah - sound; dhartarastranam - of Dhrtarastra’s sons; 
hrdayani - the hearts; vyadarayat - shattered; nabhah - in the sky; ca - 
and; prthivim - on the earth; ca - and; eva - indeed; tumulah - tumultuous; 
abhi-anu-nadayan - reverberating. 

Reverberating throughout the earth and sky, the tumultuous sound 
of those conches shattered the hearts of the sons of Dhrtarastra. 

Verse 20 

w$% ?R5TCTpqi^ qTtrgcr: i 

ct^t T=r#r^ n ;>o h 

atha vyavasthitdn drstva dhartarastran kapi-dhvajah 
pravrtte sastra-sampate dhanur udyamya pandavah 
hrsikesam tada vakyam idam aha mahl-pate 

atha - thereupon; vyavasthitdn - situated; drstva - seeing; dhartarastran - 
the sons of Dhrtarastra; kapi-dhvajah - (Arjuna) whose flag was 
marked with Hanuman; pravrtte - while about to embark; sastra- 
sampate - in releasing his arrows; dhanuh - bow; udyamya - taking up; 
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pandavah- Arjuna, the son of Pandu; hrslkesam - unto Sri Krsna, the master 
of the senses; tada - then; vakyam - words; idam - these; aha - spoke; 
mahl-pate - O King. 

O King, after seeing your sons in military array, Kapi-dhvaja 
Arjuna raised his bow and prepared to shoot his arrows. He then 
spoke the following words to Sri Hrslkesa (Krsna). 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Kapi-dhvaja: Kapi-dhvaja is 
a name for Arjuna that denotes the presence of the mighty monkey 
( kapi ) Hanuman on the flag ( dhvaja ) of Arjuna’s chariot. Arjuna was 
very proud of his skill in archery. Once, he was strolling on the bank 
of a river carrying his Gandlva bow. There he saw an old monkey. 
Paying obeisances to him, Arjuna asked, “Who are you?” 

The monkey politely replied, “I am Hanuman, servant of Sri Rama.” 

Arjuna then asked, “Are you the servant of the same Rama, who, 
unable to make a bridge of arrows over the ocean, employed monkeys to 
build a bridge of stones? It was only then that His army could cross the 
ocean. If I had been there at that time, I would have built such a strong 
bridge of arrows that the entire army could have easily crossed over.” 

Hanuman replied very politely, “But your bridge would not have 
endured the weight of even the weakest monkey in Sri Rama’s army.” 

Arjuna said, “I am going to make a bridge of arrows over this river 
and you may cross it with as heavy a load as you can carry.” 

Hanuman then expanded himself into a huge form and jumped 
towards the Himalayan mountains. He returned with heavy stones 
tied to every hair on his body. As soon as he placed one foot on the 
bridge, it started to quiver, but surprisingly enough, it did not break. 

Arjuna trembled in fear. Remembering his worshipable deity, Sri 
Krsna, he prayed, “O Lord! The honour of the Pandavas is in Your 
hands.” 

When Hanuman put the full weight of both his feet on the bridge, 
he was astonished to find that it did not break. If the bridge did 
not break, it would be a matter of great shame for him. Within his 
heart, Hanuman remembered his worshipable Lord, Sri Ramacandra. 
Meanwhile, his glance fell below the bridge, where he saw not water 
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flowing but streams of blood. Hanuman immediately jumped off 
the bridge and peered below it. “Oh! What is this?” he cried. “My 
worshipable Lord, Sri Ramacandra, is personally supporting the 
bridge of sharp arrows on His back!” He at once fell at the lotus feet 
of Sri Ramacandra. 

At this same moment, Arjuna saw the Lord not as Sri Rama but as 
Sri Krsna. Both Hanuman and Arjuna lowered their heads in shame 
before their worshipable Lord, who said, “There is no difference 
between these two forms of Mine. I, Krsna, in the form of Sri Rama, 
come to establish the bounds of morality and proper religious conduct 
( maryada ), and in this very form of llla-purusottama Krsna, the Supreme 
Lord who enjoys transcendental pastimes, I am the personification of 
the nectar of all rasas. From today onwards, you, who are both My 
servants, should become friends. In a battle in the near future, the 
mighty Hanuman, situated on the flag of Arjuna’s chariot, will give 
him protection in all respects.” 

For this reason, Hanuman graced the flag of Arjuna’s chariot in the 
battle of Mahabharata. Arjuna thus received the name Kapi-dhvaja, or 
one who has a monkey on his flag. 

Verses 21-23 

3T^T '3^1— 

T8TFFT ^S^TcT II || 

ilM^dlfeKlsFfS# dlc^chlHHdU^IrTFTI 

^NTT W T^RTHSm II II 

dloWHIHIH^S# TRFIcTT: I 

HlrfTT'TTFl IIR3II 

arjuna uvaca - 

senayor ubhayor madhye ratham sthapaya me ’cyuta 

yavad etan nirikse ’ham yoddhu-kaman avasthitan 

kair maya saha yoddhavyam asmin rana-samudyame 

yotsyamanan avekse ’ham ya ete ’tra samagatah 

dhartarastrasya durbuddher yuddhe priya-cikirsavah 
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arjunah uvaca - Arjuna said; senayoh - armies; ubhayoh - of the two; 
madhye - in the midst; ratham - chariot; sthapaya - please place; me - my; 
acyuta - O infallible one; ydvat - until; elan - of all these; nirikse - will 
examine; aham - I; yoddhu-kaman - desiring battle; avasthitan - arrayed 
(on the battlefield); kaih - with which (fighters); mayd - with me; saha - 
together; yoddhavyam - shall have to fight; asmin - in this; rana- 
samudyame - in this military struggle; yotsyamanan - those who wish 
to fight; avehse aham - I wish to see; ye - who; ete - all those; atra - 
here; samagatah - have assembled; dhartamstrasya - son of Dhrtarastra; 
durbuddheh - for the evil-minded; yuddhe - the fight; priya - well being; 
ciklrsavah - who desire. 

Arjuna said: O Acyuta, let me see all those heroes who are 
standing here desiring to fight and with whom I shall have to 
combat in this battle. Let me look upon those who have assembled 
here desiring the welfare of the evil-minded son of Dhrtarastra. 
Kindly situate my chariot in the midst of these two armies. 

Verses 24-25 

Uy-lH-d-d fFFhTTr ^TRcT I 

T&INfclvcn II II 

WT F^cTFT LIH^dH ^VHId II ^ II 
s an jay a uvaca - 

evam ukto hrsikeso gudakesena bharata 
senayor ubhayor madhye sthapayitva rathottamam 

bhisma'drona-pramukhatah sarvesam ca mahiksitam 
uvaca partha pasyaitan samavetan kurun iti 

sanjayah uvaca - Sanjaya said; evam - thus; uktah - addressed; hrslkesah - 
Sri Krsna; gudakesena - by the conqueror of sleep (Arjuna); bharata - O 
descendent of Bharata; senayoh - armies; ubhayoh - of the two; madhye - 
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in the midst; sthapayitva - having situated; ratha-uttamam - celestial 
chariot; bhisma - Grandsire Bhisma; drona - Dronacarya; pramukhatah - 
in the presence; sarvesam - of all; ca - also; mahi-hsitam - the kings of the 
Earth; uvaca - He said; partha - O son of Prtha (Arjuna); pasya - behold; 
etan - these; samavetan - assembled; kurun - Kurus; iti - thus. 

Sanjaya said: O Bharata (King Dhrtarastra), having thus been 
addressed by Gudakesa (Arjuna), Hrslkesa (Sri Krsna) drew the 
excellent chariot into the midst of both armies in the presence of 
all the kings and prominent personalities like Bhisma and Drona. 
He then said: O Partha, just behold this assembly of Kurus. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Hrslkesa means ‘the controller of all the senses’. 
Although Krsna is Hrslkesa, when He received orders from Arjuna, He 
became controlled by Arjuna’s sense of speech alone. Ahol Bhagavan 
is controlled only by prema. Gudakesa consists of two words, guda 
and akesa. Guda refers to guda, very sweet, unrefined sugar. Just as 
guda only exhibits sweetness, similarly Bhagavan exhibits the sweet 
taste of His own affection. Akesa refers to the manifestations of the 
Lord who preside over the modes of nature, called guna-avataras: 
Visnu, Brahma and Mahesa. A indicates Visnu, ka Brahma, and Isa 
indicates Mahadeva (Siva). How can these parts, or guna-avataras, 
manifest their majesty before Arjuna, considering that, out of prema, 
Svayarn Bhagavan Sri Krsna, the crest jewel of all incarnations, obeyed 
his orders? Instead, they consider their lives to be successful by 
manifesting the sweetness of their affection towards Arjuna, who is 
therefore known as Gudakesa (one who receives sweet affection from 
the three guna-avataras). Indeed, Bhagavan Mahavisnu, who is the 
Lord of the transcendental world, once admitted to Arjuna, “I only 
brought the sons of the brahmana here with a desire to see both you 
and Krsna” ( Srlmad-Bhagavatam 10.89.58). 

Gudaka also means ‘sleep’, and one who has control over sleep is 
called Gudakesa. It is not surprising that the same Arjuna, by whose 
prema even Sri Krsna, the controller of maya, becomes controlled, 
conquered just one ordinary function of illusion called sleep. This is 
its hidden meaning. 
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Bhisma-drona-pramukhatah means ‘in front of Bhisma and Drona’, 
and sarvesam mahlksitam means ‘in front of all the other kings also’. 

Verse 26 

?T3rm^PT?TFT wf: facTFIWR I 

VdVKIH ’HdVV-dd II ^ II 

tatrapasyat sthitan parthah pitfn atha pitamahan 
acaryan matulan bhratfn putran pautran sakhims tatha 
svasuran suhrdas caiva senayor ubhayor api 

tatra - in that place; apasyat - saw; sthitan - situated; parthah - Arjuna, 
son of Prtha (Kunti); pitfn - the parental uncles; atha - thereafter; 
pitamahan - grandfathers; acaryan - teachers; matulan - maternal uncles; 
bhratfn - cousins; putran - sons; pautran - grandsons; sakhin - friends; 
tatha - also; svasuran - fathers-in-law; suhrdah - well-wishers; ca - and; 
eva - certainly; senayoh - armies; ubhayoh - between the two; api - also. 

There, from the midst of both armies, Arjuna saw his paternal 
uncles, grandfathers, teachers, maternal uncles, cousins, nephews, 
grandsons, friends, fathers-in-law, sons and well-wishers. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna saw the sons and grandsons of 
Duryodhana and many others. 

Verse 27 

cTFT TT ^F^T: ™felclR I 

fiTTl WTTPT^l II ^3 II 

tan samlksya sa kaunteyah sarvan bandhun avasthitdn 
krpaya parayavisto visldann idam abravlt 

tan - those; samlksya - after seeing; sah - he; kaunteyah - Arjuna, the 
son of Kunti; sarvan - all; bandhun - relatives and friends; avasthitdn - 
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standing near; krpaya - by compassion; paraya - by great; avistah - over¬ 
come; visidan - lamenting; idam - thus; abravlt - spoke. 

Seeing all his friends and relatives standing near him on the 
battlefield, the son of Kunti, Arjuna, lamenting and overwhelmed 
with compassion for them, spoke thus. 

Verse 28 

3 t#t ^rrzr— 

RkRd hMifui w n ^ n 

arjuna uvaca - 

drstveman svajanan krsna yuyutsun samavasthitan 
sidanti mama gatrani mukham ca parisusyati 

arjunah uvaca - Arjuna said; drstva - after seeing; i man - all these; 
sva-janan - kinsmen; krsna - O Krsna; yuyutsun - desiring battle; 
samavasthitan - assembled; sidanti - are slackening; mama - my; gatrani - 
limbs; mukham - mouth; ca - and; parisusyati - is drying up. 

Arjuna said; O Krsna, seeing all my kinsmen assembled here eager 
for battle, I feel my limbs weakening and my mouth becoming dry. 

Verse 29 

mlt R ^TFlRl 

wR refuel uRchilcl II ^ II 

vepathus ca sarire me roma-harsas ca jayate 
gandlvam sramsate hastat tvak caiva paridahyate 

vepathuh - trembling; ca - and; sarire me - in my body; roma-harsah - 
standing of bodily hairs; ca jayate - is taking place; gandlvam - my bow 
called Gandiva; sramsate - is slipping; hastat - from the hand; tvak - skin; 
ca - also; eva - certainly; paridahyate - is burning. 
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My body is quivering and my hairs are standing on end. My 
Gandiva bow is slipping from my hand and my skin is burning. 

Verse 30 

h xr tt wr. i 

RFTTiTR xT WI#T W?#T ^lcTII?o|| 

na ca saknomy avasthatum bhramatlva ca me manah 
nimittani ca pasyami viparitani kesava 

na - not; ca - also; saknomi - am able; avasthatum - to remain standing; 
bhramati - to reel; iva - appears; ca - and; me - my; manah - mind; 
nimittani - portents; ca - also; pasyami - I am seeing; viparitani - 
inauspicious; kesava - O Kesava. 

O Kesava, I am unable to remain standing. My mind is reeling and 
I am seeing inauspicious omens. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The word nimitta in this verse indicates a 
purpose, just as in the sentence “I live here for the purpose ( nimitta ) of 
gaining wealth.” Arjuna is saying, “Winning the battle and attaining 
the kingdom will not bring me happiness [our purpose, nimitta]. 
Rather, it will be a cause of distress and sorrow.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Kesava: Here the devotee 
Arjuna is revealing the feelings within his heart by addressing Bhagavan 
Sri Krsna as Kesava. “Despite killing prominent demons such as Kesi, 
You always maintain Your devotees. In the same way, please remove 
the lamentation and delusion from my heart, and maintain me.” 

In defining the word Kesava, Srimad-Bhagavatam gives a further 
confidential meaning that is only for one who is expert at relishing 
pure, transcendental rasa. Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura has 
explained that the word Kesava means “fees an vayate samskarotiti - 
because He arranges the hair (feesa) of His beloved, Krsna is called 
Kesava.” 
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Verse 31 


^ xT 


^ RfFT ^or 


*T ^ TF^f Wlft ^TII^I 


na ca sreyo ’nupasyami hatva svajanam ahave 
na kankse vijayam krsna na ca rajyam sukhani ca 


na - not; ca - also; sreyah - auspiciousness; anupasyami -1 see; hatva - by 
killing; sva-janam - own relatives; ahave - in battle; na - nor; kankse - 
do I desire; vijayam - victory; krsna - O Krsna; na - nor; ca - as well; 
rajyam - kingdom; sukhani - pleasures; ca - also. 


O Krsna, I do not see how anything auspicious can arise from 
killing my own kinsmen in battle. Nor do I desire victory, the 
resulting kingdom, or even happiness. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sreyo na pasyamiti means ‘I do not see anything 
auspicious’. The renunciants who have attained perfection in yoga 
and the heroes who are killed in battle both attain the celestial sun 
planet. From this statement it appears that a person who is killed in 
battle attains auspiciousness, but one who kills receives no such pious 
result. One may question this by saying that a person who kills and is 
victorious in battle will certainly receive both fame and the pleasure 
of sovereignty over a kingdom; therefore it is beneficial for Arjuna to 
fight. In answer to this, Arjuna says, “na kankse -1 do not desire this.” 


Verses 32-34 

1% ^TT Jll^K 1% 'HVMlWcH cTTI 

=blf#-d ^Tt TF^T ■qfrTT: II II 

^ wffffffttt srrrfc xri 
3TT3FTf: Rim: II33II 

iTTrlvn: FTCT: I 

FcTFT t^R-l^lRl TT^T^TII^II 
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kim no rajyena govinda him bhogair jivitena va 
yesam arthe kanksitam no rajyarh bhogah sukhani ca 

ta ime ’vasthita yuddhe pranams tyaktvd dhanani ca 
acaryah pitarah putras tathaiva ca pitamahah 

matulah svasurah pautrah sya.la.li sambandhinas tatha 
etan na hantum icchami ghnato ’pi madhusudana 

kim - what use?; nah - for us; rajyena - by a kingdom; govinda - O 
Govinda; kim - what use?; bhogaih - by (experiencing) pleasures; 
jivitena - by having life; va - or even; yesam - for whose; arthe - sake; 
kanksitam - are desired; nah - by us; rajyam - kingdom; bhogah - 
enjoyment; sukhani - all pleasures; ca - also; te - they; ime - they; 
avasthitah - present here; yuddhe - in warfare; pranan - lives; tyaktvd - 
giving up; dhanani - riches; ca - also; acaryah - teachers; pitarah - fathers; 
putrah - sons; tatha - as well; eva - certainly; ca - and; pitamahah - 
grandfathers; matulah - maternal uncles; svasurah - fathers-in-law; 
pautrah - grandsons; syalah - brothers-in-law; sambandhinah - relatives; 
tatha - as well; etan - these (people); na - not; hantum - to kill; icchami - I 
do not wish; ghnatah - slain; api - even; madhusudana - O slayer of the 
Madhu demon. 

O Govinda! Of what use to us is a kingdom, enjoyment or even 
life itself, when those for whom we desire them - teachers, uncles, 
sons, grandfathers, maternal uncles, fathers-in-law, grandsons, 
brothers-in-law and other relatives - are all standing before us in 
battle array, ready to give up their lives and wealth? Therefore, O 
Madhusudana, even if they kill me, I still do not wish to kill them. 

Verse 35 

II ^ II 

api trailokya-rdjyasya hetoh kim nu mahi-krte 
nihatya dhartarastran nah ka pritih syaj janardana 
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api - even; trai-lokya - of the three worlds; rdjyasya - the kingdom; 
hetoh - for the sake of; him nu - what to speak of; mahi-krte - the sake of 
the Earth; nihatya - by killing; dhartarastran - the sons of Dhrtarastra; 
nah - for us; ka - what; prltih - happiness; syat - will there b e;janardana - 
O Janardana. 

O Janardana, if we kill the sons of Dhrtarastra - even for the sake 
of sovereignty over the three worlds, what to speak of this Earth - 
what joy shall we receive? 


Verse 3 6 

qrq^cn^^FTR «MdHlddlfcH: I 

cTFTTWf ^rf %TT?fWFT 

tfcFR % iPTFT FTT^II^II 

papam evasrayed asman hatvaitan atatayinah 

tasman narha vayam hantum dhartarastran sa-handhavan 

svajanam hi katham hatva sukhinah syama madhava 

papam - sin; eva - certainly; asrayet - will cling; asman - to us; hatva - 
having killed; etan - these; atatayinah - aggressors; tasmat - therefore; 
na - not; arhah - befitting; vayam - for us; hantum - to slay; dhartarastran - 
the sons of Dhrtarastra; sa-handhavan - along with their relatives; sva¬ 
janam - our kinsmen; hi - indeed; katham - how?; hatva - having killed; 
sukhinah - happy; syama - will we be; madhava - O Madhava. 

O Madhava, sin will take shelter of us because of killing all these 
aggressors. Therefore, it is improper to kill Duryodhana and our 
other relatives. How can we be happy by slaying our own kinsmen? 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: According to the scriptures, there are six types 
of aggressors: ( 1 ) those who set fire to the house, ( 2 ) those who give 
poison, ( 3 ) those who attack with deadly weapons, ( 4 ) those who steal 
one’s wealth, ( 5 ) those who usurp one’s land and ( 6 ) those who abduct 
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one’s wife. Arjuna argues, “You may say, ‘O Bharata, immediately upon 
seeing these six types of aggressors one should kill them without 
consideration, because, according to the injunctions of scripture, 
such killing is proper and no sin is incurred’. In reply 1 would say, ‘By 
killing those assembled here, we will certainly incur sin.’ ” 

There is a reason behind Arjuna’s logic. According to artha-sastra, 
scriptures on the science of political economy, it is proper to kill an 
aggressor. The injunctions of artha-sastra, however, are less important 
than dharma-sastra, the injunctions of the scriptures on proper codes 
of conduct. As Yajnavalkya Rsi states, “Know dharma-sastra to be 
superior to artha-sastra." For this reason Arjuna said, “According 
to the scriptures on morality, we will certainly incur sin by killing 
deary as and others. Furthermore, we will not even derive any mundane 
pleasure from it.’’ For this reason, Arjuna is using phrases such as sva- 
janam, which means ‘one’s own relatives’. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: According to the Smrtis, 
the supplementary Vedic literatures, no sin is incurred by killing 
six types of aggressors. But by the statement of the Srutis, which 
were directly manifest from the Supreme Ford and which have been 
heard from authorities, the injunction not to kill any living entity is 
established (ma himsyat sarva-bhutani). Whenever there seems to be a 
contradiction between Sruti and Smrti, the statements of the Srutis are 
accepted as superior. This is the instruction of the scripture. Similarly, 
the path provided by scriptures on proper codes of conduct (dharma- 
sastra) should be considered superior to scriptures on the science of 
political economy ( artha-sastra ), By following this logic, Arjuna feels 
that although the sons of Dhrtarastra are the aggressors, sin will be 
incurred by killing them. 

Here, we also see another speciality in the character of Arjuna. At 
the end of the battle of Mahabharata, Arjuna tied Asvatthama as one 
would tie up an animal, and for the offence of killing his son and the 
sons of his brothers, the other Pandavas, he cast him at the feet of his 
wife Draupadi, who was weeping. Being generous and liberal, she said 
that Asvatthama, the son of their guru, should be forgiven. Bhirna, 
on the other hand, said that he should be killed immediately. Arjuna, 


40 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Sainya-Dcirsana 


Verses 36-38 


finding himself in a dilemma, looked towards Krsna, who said, “A 
brahmana is not deserving of the death sentence, even if he has fallen 
from his status. On the other hand, one who approaches with weapons 
with the intention of making a lethal attack must certainly be killed.” 
Understanding Sri Krsna’s inner intention, Arjuna cut the hair of that 
unqualified brahmana Asvatthama, forcibly removed the gem from his 
forehead and expelled him from the camp. 

The internal feeling of Arjuna is that no one can be happy by 
engaging in sin, whatever the situation may be. Such a person cannot 
even receive worldly happiness, what to speak of transcendental 
pleasure. Adherence to the Vedas, the Smrtis, the injunctions of 
saintly behaviour and self-satisfaction are the four characteristics 
of religiosity. Fighting against one’s kinsmen is an activity that is 
contrary to both the Vedas and saintly behaviour and brings with it 
feelings of guilt. 


Verses 37-38 

H vfmt^cmTTTT: I 

XT ll^sll 

^ H WTFTim: MIMKfHlftoiPdciH I 

Wlfe^#T II ^6 II 

yadyapy ete na pasyanti lobhopahata-cetasah 
kula-ksaya-krtam dosam mitra-drohe ca patakam 

katham na jneyam asmabhih papad asman nivarttitum 
kula-ksaya-krtam dosam prapasyadbhir janardana 

yadi api - even though; ete - they; na pasyanti - do not see; lobha - by 
greed; upahata - are afflicted; cetasah - whose hearts; hula-hsaya - in the 
destruction of the dynasty; hrtam - incurred; dosam - the fault; mitra- 
drohe - in treachery to friends; ca - and; patakam - the sin; katham - why?; 
na jneyam - should not consider; asmabhih - we; papat asmat - from this 
sin; nivarttitum - to desist; kula-ksaya - the destruction of the dynasty; 
krtam - in performing; dosam - the crime; prapasyadbhih - who can see; 
janardana - O Janardana. 


41 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Srimad Bhagavad-gita 


Chapter i 


OJanardana, the intelligence of Duryodhana and others has been 
polluted by greed to attain the kingdom. Thus, they are unable to 
see the faults that arise from destroying the dynasty, or the sin 
incurred by betraying their friends. But since we are in knowledge 
of these faults, why do we not consider the situation and refrain 
from such improper acts? 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna asks, “Alas! Why are we still inclined to 
engage in this battle?” To answer his own question, he speaks this 
verse beginning with the words yady apy. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Arjuna considers that in this 
battle there are teachers such as Dronacarya and Krpacarya, maternal 
uncles such as Salya and Sakuni, family elders such as Bhisma, the sons 
of Dhrtarastra, and relatives and kinsmen such as Jayadratha. Scripture 
forbids turning against such persons: “rtvik-purohitdcdrya-mdtuldtithi- 
samsriteh bala-vrddhaturair vaidya-jndti-sambandhi-bdndhavaih - you 
should not quarrel with one who performs sacrifice on your behalf, 
a family priest, a teacher, a maternal uncle, a guest, those who are 
dependents, like young children, the elderly and relatives.” 

“But I have to fight with these very persons.” Thus, Arjuna 
expressed his unwillingness to fight with his own kinsmen, who now 
stood before him. Arjuna contemplates, “Why are they determined 
to fight with us?” and concludes that they have become overpowered 
by their petty, selfish interests. They have thus lost their ability to 
discriminate between what is beneficial and what is not beneficial, 
between religion and irreligion. As a result, they have forgotten the 
sinful reactions that are incurred by destroying one’s own dynasty. 
“We have no selfish motives, so why should we engage in such an 
abominable and sinful act?” 


Thus ends the Sdrdrtha-varsini Prakasika-vrtti, 
by Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana GosvamI Maharaja, 
on the First Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-gita. 
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Verse 39 

WR'ifFPr THTrFTT: I 

vfi ^ fT^q^SUTHc|rd d II ^11 

kula-ksaye pranasyanti kula-dharmah sanatanah 
dharme naste kulam krtsnam adharmo ’bhibhavaty uta 

kula-ksaye - by destroying a dynasty; pranasyanti - are utterly destroyed; 
kula-dharmah - the religious traditions of the dynasty; sanatanah - the 
ancient; dharme - virtue; naste - lost; kulam - the family; krtsnam - the 
whole; adharmah - sin; abhibhavati - overpowers; uta - also. 

When a dynasty is destroyed, the ancient religious traditions of 
the family, handed down through countless generations, are also 
destroyed. Upon the destruction of these virtuous traditions, the 
entire dynasty becomes overcome by irreligion. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sanatanah refers to those principles that have 
descended through the dynasty from a remote time. 

Verse 40 

orufrrfT: II xo || 

adharmabhibhavat krsna pradusyanti kula-striyah 
strlsu dustasu varsneya jay ate varna-sankarah 

adharma - irreligion; abhibhavat - due to having become predominant; 
krsna - O Krsna; pradusyanti - are polluted; kula-striyah - ladies of the 
family; strlsu - when the womanhood; dustasu - become corrupted; 
varsneya - O descendent of Vrsni; jayate - are born; varna-sankarah - 
indiscriminate intermingling of the castes ( brahmana , ksatriya, vaisya 
and siidra) resulting in uncared for progeny. 

O Krsna, when a dynasty is overpowered by irreligion, the women of 
that dynasty become degraded. O descendant of Vrsni, when women 
become degraded and unchaste, the result is unwanted progeny. 
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SARARTHA-VARSINl: It is irreligion which causes them to engage in 
unchaste activities. 


Verse 41 

TTlTt SF^TSTFri WIFI ^1 

HdPd fodTl rdklfau^c^fshdl: ll^ll 

sankaro narakayaiva kula-ghnanam kulasya ca 
patanti pitaro hy esam lupta-pindodaka-kriyah 

sankarah - impure progeny; narakaya - take to hell; eva - certainly; kula- 
ghnanam - for the destroyers of the dynasty; kulasya - for the dynasty; 
ca - also; patanti - fall down; pitarah - the ancestors; hi - indeed; esam - 
for them; lupta - having been stopped; pinda-udaka-kriyah - their 
offerings of sanctified food and water. 

The generation of such impure progeny certainly takes both the 
destroyers of the dynasty and the dynasty itself to hell. Indeed, 
their forefathers, being bereft of oblations of sanctified food and 
water, must also suffer the same fate. 

Verse 42 

di^rk ^FT&TRI | 

^flfcFWf: 'WoRTr: II ^ II 

dosair etaih kula-ghnanam varna-sankara- karakaih 
utsadyante jati-dharmah kula-dharmas ca sasvatah 

dosaih etaih - by these faults; kula-ghnanam - of the destroyers of the 
dynasty; varna-sankara- impure progeny; karakaih- causing; utsadyante- 
sink into oblivion; jati-dharmah - religious occupation according to 
birth; kula-dharmah - the system of varnasrama and the family tradition; 
ca - and; sasvatah - the eternal. 
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Due to the evil deeds of these destroyers of the dynasty, the 
teachings of religious principles, which accord with timeless 
family traditions, sink into oblivion. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Utsadyante means ‘they become lost’. 

Verse 43 

f^RTcf cTTCTt ‘HddlrdHVJSPTII'^ll 

utsanna-kula-dharmanam manusyanarh janardana 
narake niyatam vaso bhavatlty anususruma 

utsanna - have been abolished; kula-dharmanam - whose family 
traditions; manusyanam - of such men Janardana - O Janardana; narake - 
in hell; niyatam - always; vasah - residence; bhavati - becomes; iti - thus; 
anususruma - I have heard from authorities. 

O Janardana (Sri Krsna), I have heard through disciplic succession 
that those who are devoid of the religious principles of their 
dynasty suffer in hell for an unlimited period of time. 

Verse 44 

FR ToFRJJ^JcTl: IIII 

aho bata mahat-pupum kartum vyavasita vayam 
yad rajya'Sukhadobhena hantum svajanam udyatah 

aho - alas; bata - how lamentable; mahat - great; papam - sin; kartum - to 
do; vyavasitah - being determined; vayam - we; yat rajya-sukha-lobhena - 
on account of greed for royal happiness; hantum - to slay ; sva-janam - our 
own kinsmen; udyatah - are prepared. 
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Alas! How regrettable it is that we are determined to engage in this 
great sin. Driven by greed for royal happiness, we are prepared to 
slay our own kinsmen. 


Verse 45 

^TWTPtFT: I 

yadi mam apratikaram asastram sastra-pdnayah 
dhartarastra rane hanyus tan me ksemataram bhavet 

yadi - if; mam - me; apratikaram - unresisting; asastram - unarmed; 
sastra-panayah - those with weapons in hand; dhartarastrah - the sons of 
Dhrtarastra; rane - on the battlefield; hanyuh - may kill; tat - that; me - to 
me; ksemataram - more auspicious; bhavet - would be. 

Even if the fully-armed sons of Dhrtarastra were to kill me 
unarmed and unresisting on the battlefield, to me that would be 
more auspicious. 


Verse 46 

WR WT ^fl^RFlfcRHRTFEI : II ^ II 
sanjaya uvaca - 

evam uktvarjunah sankhye rathopastha upavisat 
visrjya sa-saram capam soka-samvigna-manasah 

sanjayah uvaca - Sanjaya said; evam uktva - having thus spoken in this 
manner; arjunah - Arjuna; sankhye - in the midst of the battlefield; ratha- 
upasthe - upon the chariot; upavisat - sat down; visrjya - throwing aside; 
sa-saram - along with his quivers of arrows; capam - his bow; soka - by 
lamentation; samvigna - distressed; manasah - his mind. 
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Sanjaya said: Having spoken these words in the midst of the 
battlefield, Arjuna, his mind distracted by lamentation, cast aside 
his bow and arrows and sat down on the chariot. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sankhye means ‘in the battle’ and rathopasthe 
means ‘on the chariot’. 

Thus ends the bhavanuvada of Srlla Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura’s 
Sarartha-varsini-tika (the commentary that gives pleasure 
to the devotees and is accepted by all saintly persons) 
on the First Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-gita. 
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Verse i 


33T5T— 


cT rRTT 



Iddk-dhK cnroiif ii s> 11 

sanjaya uvaca - 
tam tatha krpayavistam 
asru'purnakuleksanam 
visldantam idam vukyam 


uvaca madhusudanah 


sahjayah uvaca - Sanjaya said; tam - unto him (Arjuna); tatha - thus; 
krpaya - with compassion; avistam - overwhelmed; asru-piirna - full of 
tears; akula - restless; Iksanam - eyes; visldantam - the lamenting; idam - 
these; vakyam - words; uvaca - spoke; madhu-sudanah - the slayer of 
demon Madhu. 

Sanjaya said: Sri Madhusudana thus spoke these words to the 
lamenting Arjuna, who was overwhelmed with compassion and 
whose restless eyes were full of tears. 


Verse 2 





AUld'dtdU-WJdH'hllrl'h-fU'dd II ^ II 
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srl bhagavan uvaca - 

kutas tva kasmalam idarh visame samupasthitam 
anarya-justam asvargyam aklrtti-karam arjuna 

sri-bhagavan uvaca - Sri Bhagavan said; kutah - whence?; tva - to you; 
kasmalam - delusion; idam - this; visame - in these adverse circumstances; 
samupasthitam - come; anarya - by one who is not on the path of spiritual 
advancement; justam - practised; a-svargyam - does not lead to heaven; 
a-klrtti - infamy; karam - the cause of; arjuna - O Arjuna. 

Sri Bhagavan said: O Arjuna, what is the cause of your delusion at 
this crucial hour? This is not at all proper for an Aryan. It will neither 
enhance your reputation nor lead you to the heavenly planets. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In this Second Chapter, Bhagavan Sri Krsnacandra 
delineates the symptoms of liberated persons. He removes the darkness 
caused by lamentation and delusion by first giving the wisdom to 
discriminate between matter and spirit (the self). 

Kasmalam means ‘delusion’, visame means ‘at this crucial moment’ or 
‘at the crisis of battle’, kutah means ‘what is the cause?’ And upasthitam 
means ‘it has taken shelter in you’. The word anarya-justam implies that 
this action would not be appreciated by noble or respectable persons, 
and asvargyam-akirti-karam means that this action is unfavourable for 
the attainment of both mundane and transcendental happiness. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Dhrtarastra was pleased 
to know that even before the battle began, religious sentiments had 
suddenly awakened within Arjuna’s heart. Arjuna was expressing 
aversion to facing the battle by adhering to the principle of non¬ 
violence. He considered it to be the supreme form of religion ( ahimsa 
paramo dharmah ). Dhrtarastra deliberated as follows: “It would be 
greatly fortuitous for us if this battle does not take place, because my 
sons would then be permanent sovereigns of the kingdom, without 
any obstacle.” However, he still inquired as to what happened next. 

Sanjaya, who was endowed with fine intelligence, could understand 
Dhrtarastra’s inner motive; thus he very expertly detected the inference 
of the blind king and crushed his hopes. He said, “Even after seeing 
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Arjuna in such a condition, Bhagavan Sri Krsna has not neglected 
him. Rather, He will instill into the heart of Arjuna that same natural 
propensity to subdue the miscreants with which He subdued the 
miscreant Madhu and other demons, and through Arjuna, He will 
arrange the death of all your sons. Therefore, do not harbour any hope 
of attaining the kingdom without a battle.” 

Sanjaya continued describing to Dhrtarastra the statements of Sri 
Krsna. “To fight is the nature and religious duty of the ksatriya class. 
Why, at this time of battle, are you becoming averse to your prescribed 
duty? By engaging in this battle, liberation, the heavenly planets and fame 
will be attained. To refuse to fight this religious war, as is the practice 
of non-Aryans, or uncivilized persons, is unfavourable for these higher 
attainments. Furthermore, it destroys material happiness and fame.” 

Verse 3 

TriW TpT: wf I 

klaibyam ma sma gamah partha naitat tvayy upapadyate 
ksudram hrduya-duurbalyam tyaktvottistha parantapa 

klaibyam - impotency; ma sma gamah - do not take to; partha - O Partha, 
son of Prtha, or Kunti; na - not; etat - this; tvayi - unto you; upapadyate - 
appropriate; ksudram - petty; hrdaya - of heart; daurbalyam - weakness; 
tyaktva - giving up; uttistha - arise; parantapa - O chastiser of the enemy. 

O Partha, do not behave like a eunuch. It does not befit you. 
Abandon this petty weakness of heart, O chastiser of the foe, and 
arise to do battle. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Here the word klaibyam means ‘impotence in the 
form of timidity in one’s dharmika duty’. Krsna is saying, “O Partha, 
although you are the son of Prtha, you are being a coward.” For this 
purpose, Sri Bhagavan uses the words ma-smagamah - do not be a 
coward. He is saying, “Such impotence befits a ksatriya of the lowest 
order, but you are My friend; therefore, in no way does it befit you. 
You, Arjuna, may say, ‘O Krsna, do not doubt me, thinking that I lack 
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courage. I am enthusiastic to fight. Rather, please understand that from 
a religious point of view, my decision not to fight is a sign of discretion, 
so as to show respect to my gurus such as Bhisma and Drona; and it 
is a symptom of my compassion for the sons of Dhrtarastra, who are 
weak and about to die from the wounds caused by my weapons.’ My 
answer to this is ksudram - this is not discrimination and compassion 
but rather, lamentation and delusion. Both reveal weakness of mind. 
Therefore, O Parantapa, abandon this weakness of heart, and stand up 
and fight.” Para refers to enemies and tapa to causing pain. 

SARARTHA-VARSIN! PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sri Bhagavan said, “For 
ksatriyas who are brave and situated in their prescribed religious duty, 
to be cowardly in battle is not befitting or glorious. Flaving been born 
of Prtha from a portion of fndra, the king of the demigods, you are as 
brilliant and powerful as he. Besides this, since 1 am mahd-mahesvara, 
the Supreme Controller, and you are My friend, you are very influential. 
Therefore, such cowardice does not become you. If you claim that such 
behaviour is not cowardice but wisdom and compassion, then I say this 
is not so. That is not wisdom and compassion; it is lamentation and 
delusion born from weakness of mind. Wisdom and compassion do 
not give rise to delusion. From your previous statement, na ca saknomy 
avasthdtum bhramatlva ca me manah (Gita 1 . 30 ), it is clear that your 
mind is becoming deluded.” 

It is appropriate to mention here that once, being greatly pleased by 
the service of Kunti, the sage Durvasa gave her a boon in the form of a 
mantra by which she could summon any demigod to appear before her 
and fulfil her desires. On the order of Maharaja Pandu, Kunti chanted 
that mantra to call Yamaraja, the god of religion; Vayu, the wind-god; 
and Indra, the lord of all demigods. As a result, Yudhisthira, Bhirna and 
Arjuna, respectively, were born. Through the twin Asvini-kumaras, 
Pandu’s second wife MadrI gave birth to Nakula and Sahadeva. 

Verse 4 

■qfcq-RF ^trf ^ TT^T^T I 

IWpT: ylcFTtpFTrfiT imi 
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arjuna uvaca - 

katham bhismam aham sankhye dronam ca madhusudana 

isubhih pratiyotsydmi pujarhav arisudana 

arjunah uvaca - Arjuna said; katham - how?; bhismam - against Grandsire 
Bhisma; aham - I; sankhye - in battle; dronam - Dronacarya; ca - and; 
madhusudana - O Madhusudana; isubhih - with arrows; pratiyotsydmi - 
shall fight against; puja-arhau - worthy of my worship; arisudana - slayer 
of the enemy. 

Arjuna said: O Madhusudana, slayer of the enemy, how can 
I fight with arrows in battle against Grandfather Bhisma and 
Dronacarya, who are my worshipful superiors? 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In answering the question as to why he is not 
fighting, Arjuna claims that according to the scriptures that deal 
with morality, it brings inauspiciousness to violate the honour of a 
worshipable personality. “Therefore, I shall not fight.” To support his 
action he speaks this verse beginning with katham. Krsna may say, 
“Bhisma, Drona and others are fighting against you, so can you not 
fight back?” Arjuna may answer, “What You say is true. However, I 
cannot fight against them because I consider them to be worshipful. 
It is therefore right that I not fight them. Is it proper for me to angrily 
pierce with sharp arrows those persons at whose feet I desire to 
lovingly offer flowers? No, it is not proper.” 

By addressing Sri Krsna as Madhusudana, Arjuna is giving moral 
instruction to Sri Krsna. “O dear friend, You have also killed enemies 
in battle, but You have not killed Your guru, Sandipani Muni, nor 
Your relatives, the Yadus. If You say that Madhusudana (the killer 
of Madhu) means that madhus (enemies) are Yadus (your relatives), 
then no, this is not so. Madhu was Your enemy (art), therefore I have 
addressed You as Arisudana, the killer of enemies. That is, the demon 
named Madhu was Your enemy. I am saying this only.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sandipani Muni was a 
famous sage belonging to the dynasty of the great sage Kasyapa. He 
lived in the city of Avanti, the present-day Ujjain. While the spiritual 
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masters of the whole universe, Sri Krsna and Baladeva, were enacting 
Their human-like pastimes in order to set an example for others, They 
accepted Sandlpani Muni as Their instructing spiritual master ( siksa- 
guru). While living in his asrama, They performed the pastime of 
learning the sixty-four arts in sixty-four days. In his Sarartha-darsinl 
commentary on Srimad-Bhagavatam, Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti 
Thakura has indicated that Sandlpani Muni was a Saivite, a follower 
of Lord Siva. Why, then, did Krsna and Baladeva accept him as Their 
guru? In answer to this, Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura writes 
that if They had accepted a Vaisnava guru, he would have immediately 
recognized Sri Krsna as the original Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
and Krsna’s pastime of learning would not have taken place. Therefore, 
these two brothers intentionally went to the devotee of Lord Siva, 
Sandlpani Muni, son of the renowned Yogamaya-Paurnamasi of Vraja. 
Madhumangala and Nandimukhl, the famous friends of Krsna, are 
the son and daughter of Sandlpani Muni. 

Verse 5 

‘qtTTFT TTTOfcv r5 TPT im II 

gurun ahatva hi mahanubhavan 

sreyo bhoktum bhaiksyam upiha loke 
hatvdrtha-kdmdms tu gurun ihaiva 

bhunjiya bhogan rudhira-pradigdhan 

gurun - superiors; ahatva - by not killing; hi - certainly; maha-anubhavan - 
great personalities; sreyah - more auspicious; bhoktum - to maintain my 
life; bhaiksyam - even by begging; api - even though; iha loke - in this 
world; hatvd - by killing; artha-kaman - motivated by wealth; tu - but; 
gurun - superiors; iha - in this world; eva - certainly; bhunjiya - one has 
to enjoy; bhogan - sense enjoyments; rudhira - with blood; pradigdhan - 
tainted. 
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It would be better to maintain my life in this world by begging 
than to kill these great personalities who are my gurus. Even 
though motivated by material gain, they remain my superiors. 
After killing them, any worldly enjoyment I might attain will be 
smeared with their blood. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna is saying to Krsna, “You may ask how I 
will maintain my life if I do not desire to accept my own kingdom. My 
answer is that it is better for me to eat food acquired by begging, an 
act condemned for ksatriyas, than to kill my superiors. Even though 
such an act may bring defamation, I will not be beset with spiritual 
inauspiciousness. It is not proper to abandon my gurus simply because 
they are following the proud and irreligious Duryodhana, who is 
unable to discriminate between what is duty and what is not. 

“If You say that it is recommended in the scriptures on morality 
('Mahabharata Udyoga-parva ) to reject the guru if he is proud, unable to 
discriminate between good actions and bad and engaged in abominable 
activities, then my reply is, mahanubhavan: ‘Where is the possibility 
of these defects in such great personalities as Bhlsma and Drona, who 
have conquered lust, time and so forth?’ It may then be argued that 
man is a servant of wealth, but wealth is not the servant of anyone. 
This is confirmed in Bhisma’s statement to Yudhisthira Maharaja: ‘O 
Maharaja, it is true that I am bound by the wealth of the Kauravas.’ 
Thus, if You say that Bhisma’s reputation as a mahanubhavan, or great 
personality, has already been ruined by his admitting to being desirous 
of wealth, then I must reply, ‘Yes, this is true.’ Still, if I kill them, I will 
only feel distress. For that reason I am using words such as artha- 
kaman (desirous of wealth). I can enjoy this wealth after killing all 
of the Kauravas, who are very greedy for it, but that wealth will be 
tainted with their blood. 

“In other words, despite their greed for wealth, they will always be 
my superiors. I will become a traitor by killing them, and any pleasure 
derived from that will be adulterated with sinful deeds.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Being inattentive to Krsna’s 
words due to being overpowered by grief and delusion, Arjuna once 
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more asserted, “What to speak of my own family members and 
relatives, I consider it an extremely inauspicious and sinful act to kill 
my gurus who are standing before me in this battle array - Dronacarya, 
Krpacarya, my most worshipful Grandsire Bhisma and others - just 
for the sake of this petty material kingdom. The chance of attaining 
a place in the higher planets is completely lost for one who kills such 
superiors. Therefore, I consider it better to maintain my life in this 
world by begging.” 

It is stated in the Kurma Purana: 

upadhyayah pita jyestha-bhrata caiva mahi-patih 
matulah svasuras trata matamaha-pitamahau 
bandhur jyesthah pitrvyas ca pumsyete guravah smrtah 

That person who gives instruction on the Vedas, as well as one’s 
father, elder brother, king, maternal uncle, father-in-law, protector, 
maternal grandparents, paternal grandparents, relatives and those 
who are elderly, are all considered one’s superiors. 

Sri Dronacarya and Krpacarya were born in high-class brdhmana 
families. Besides possessing knowledge of the science of archery, they 
were also scholars of the Vedas and the scriptures dealing with morality 
( dharma-sastras ;), and they were also religious by nature. Arjuna saw 
them as his gurus. Dronacarya, who had foreseen the possibility of war, 
made Arjuna vow that if for any reason they came face to face in battle, 
Arjuna must fight against him. 

Grandfather Bhisma, the son of King Santanu and Gariga-devi, 
remained a lifelong celibate. According to Srimad-Bhagavatam (9.22.19), 
he was a devotee of Sri Krsna, extremely chivalrous, in control of his 
senses, generous, conversant about the Absolute Truth, and always 
true to his vows. Even death was under his control. He is prominent 
among the twelve mahajanas, or authorities on devotional service to the 
Supreme Lord: 

svayambhur naradah sambhuh kumarah kapilo manuh 
prahlado janako bhismo balir vaiyasahir vayam 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (6.3.20) 
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These twelve authorities are Lord Brahma, Narada, Sambhu, the 
four Kumaras, Kapila, Manu, Prahlada, Janaka, Bhisma, Bali, Sukadeva 
Gosvami and Yamaraja. 

Thus Bhisma, who knew the Absolute Truth and was therefore the 
spiritual master of the whole world, was Arjuna’s teacher in the same 
category as Dronacarya. Even though he supported the Kauravas in 
their fight against the Pandavas, who were devotees of Sri Krsna, he 
is Krsna’s very dear devotee, and he always acts only for His pleasure. 
Bhisma is counted among the jnanl-bhaktas. He said to Yudhisthira 
Maharaja, “What can I do? I am completely bound by the wealth of 
the Kauravas. Although it is not my desire, I have to fight on their side. 
But I give you this benediction: you will be victorious in the battle.” 

Here, even though Grandsire Bhisma externally appears to be 
greedy for wealth and dependent on others, he is in fact the master 
of his senses and supremely independent. Therefore, to glorify him, 
in the present verse, Suddha-Sarasvati, the transcendental knowledge 
potency, has combined the two words hi and mahdnubhdvan into 
himahanubhavan. Hima indicates ice or snow. That which destroys 
hima is called himahd (sun or fire), and anubhavan means ‘one who 
has the capability’. Therefore, a person who is extremely powerful like 
the sun or fire is himahanubhavan. The powerful sun and fire can burn 
all impure objects without becoming contaminated themselves. They 
always remain pure. Similarly, Bhisma is himahanubhavan, a greatly 
powerful person. It is said in Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.33.29) that the 
sun or fire can burn all pure and impure objects and is thus known 
as sarva-bhuk, that which can consume everything without becoming 
impure itself. Similarly, even if a pure and powerful person appears to 
transgress the principles of religion, he remains completely free from 
all defects. 

Someone may say that the powerful Bhisma committed no injustice 
by taking the side of the Kauravas and fighting the Pandavas. One 
may question, however, how Krsna’s topmost devotee could pierce the 
body of his worshipable Lord with sharp arrows? Is this a symptom of 
his bhakti ? In answer it is said: 

(1) To allure the demons, Sri Krsna made His great devotee Mahadeva 
Sankara (Lord Siva) preach the theory of illusion called mayavada. 


57 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Srimad Bhagavad-gita 


Chapter 2 


Mayavada is nothing but covered Buddhism and it is against the 
principles of the Vedas. From an external perspective, Mahadeva’s 
preaching does not seem to be bhakti, but from the transcendental 
perspective, it is bhakti, because Mahadeva simply carried out the 
order of Bhagavan. 

(2) Just as the great devotee Sankara took the side of Banasura and 
fought against Sri Krsna Flimself, similarly Bhisma took the side 
of the Kauravas against Sri Krsna. Where, then, is the question of 
his bhakti becoming lost? 

(3) To relieve Mother Earth from the burden of demonic forces, Sri 
Krsna wanted to annihilate their power in the Mahabharata 
conflict and re-establish religious principles. If Grandfather 
Bhisma and gurus like Dronacarya had not assisted the opposing 
demoniac side, then the battle at Kuruksetra would never have 
been possible. Therefore, by the personal will of Sri Krsna, who 
is omniscient, Krsna’s bewildering spiritual potency, named 
yogamaya , inspired the heart of Bhisma with wicked tendencies 
to fight on the side of the opposing party. Thus Bhisma performed 
this act for the pleasure of Krsna. 

(4) In his commentary on a verse from the Srimad-Bhagavatam, 
Srila Jiva Gosvami explains that in the Mahabharata War, by the 
will of Sri Krsna, a demoniac mood entered Grandsire Bhisma’s 
heart. Imbued with that mood, he aimed sharp arrows at Krsna; 
otherwise, it would have been impossible for a pure devotee like 
Bhisma to act in such a way. 

(5) The great devotee Grandsire Bhisma teaches ordinary devotees in 
the stage of practice ( sadhakas ) that even if a great personality 
like him accepts the food, water or association of materialistic 
persons, his mind will become contaminated and he will lose his 
discrimination. 

(6) Sri Bhagavan understood that Jaya and Vijaya wanted to satisfy 
Him by fulfilling His desire to fight. He therefore inspired the four 
Kumaras to visit Him and, in order to infuse inimical thoughts into 
the hearts of Jaya and Vijaya, He intentionally inspired the four 
Kumaras to curse them. This curse was just a pretence, because 
there is no possibility of any anger existing in Vaikuntha, what 

58 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Sankhya-Yoga 


Verse 5 


to speak of a curse. In fact, for the satisfaction and pleasure of Sri 
Bhagavan,Jaya and Vijaya personally begged to have an inimical 
mood, and by doing so, there was no diminution in their bhakti. 

Had Grandsire Bhisma shown any symptom of desiring to kill 
Krsna instead of pleasing Him, he would have fallen from his position 
as a devotee forever. The Snmad-Bhagavatam describes that on the 
battlefield of Kuruksetra, Grandsire Bhisma offered the following 
prayer glorifying Sri Krsna: 

yudhi turaga-rajo-vidhumra-visvak- 
kaca-lulita-sramavary-alankrtasye 
mama nisita-sarair vibhidyamana- 
tvaci vilasat-kavace ’stu krsna atma 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (1.9.34) 

In his commentary on this verse, Srlla Visvanatha Cakravarti 
Thakura gives a very rasika description of Grandsire Bhisma’s 
devotional mood. He says that Bhisma perceives that just as the dust 
raised from the hooves of the cows in Vraja decorates the charming 
face of Sri Krsna and increases His beauty and sweetness, in the same 
way the dust raised from the hooves of the horses on the battlefield 
also increases Sri Krsna’s beauty and sweetness. There is nothing ugly 
in a beautiful object. Although dust in itself is not beautiful, when it 
falls on the soft, lotus-like face of Sri Krsna, it enhances His beauty 
and charm. When Krsna ran towards Bhisma carrying the wheel 
of a chariot, His hair was dishevelled. Bhisma was then reminded 
of how Krsna’s hair looks when, upon returning from cow-grazing, 
He runs behind the lowing cows as they quickly move toward their 
sheds. In this verse, the words srama-vari mean that due to Krsna’s 
forceful exertion of running towards Bhisma on the battlefield, drops 
of perspiration fell from His lotus-like face and beautiful limbs. To 
Bhisma, they appeared to be like the perspiration drops caused by 
Krsna’s exertion in the amorous war of cupid. 

Krsna’s running at Bhisma is also a manifestation of His mood of 
affection for His devotees. [Krsna broke His own vow that He would 
not fight in order to keep Bhisma’s vow that he would make Sri Krsna 
take up weapons against him.] Grandsire Bhisma observes, “The 

59 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Srimad Bhagavad-gita 


Chapter 2 


reddish marks appearing on the limbs of Sri Krsna, which are bruised 
and cut by my sharp arrows, look like the love-bites made by the teeth 
of a passionate lover absorbed in passionate battle with her beloved.” 
Although a young beloved may behave haughtily with her lover, 
whom she loves millions of times more than her own life, by marking 
him with her nails and teeth, she cannot be said to be devoid of love. 
Similarly, Bhisma’s madness in vlra-rasa (the chivalrous mellow) is 
not an indication that he is devoid of krsna-prema. 

Bhagavan Sri Krsna is raso vai sah (Taittirlya Upanisad 2.7.1), 
meaning that He embodies the nectar of all mellows ( akhila-rasamrta- 
murti). In order to fulfil Sri Krsna’s desire to taste feelings of chivalry 
(vlra-rasa), Bhlsma, one of His prominent devotees, took the side of 
the Kauravas and wounded the limbs of Sri Bhagavan. In this way 
Bhlsma fulfilled Sri Krsna’s desire and thus pleased Him. 

In Sri Mahdbharata it is seen that Bhagavan Sri Krsna took a vow 
to not use any weapon in the battle. On the other hand, Bhlsma, His 
devotee, took a vow that if he could not induce Krsna to take up 
weapons, he could not be considered the son of Maharaja Santanu. 
Bhagavan, who is affectionate to His devotees ( bhakta-vatsala ), broke 
His own vow to protect Bhlsma’s pledge: 

sva-nigamam apahaya mat-pratijnam 
rtam adhikartum avapluto rathasthah 
dhrta-ratha-carano ’bhyayac caladgur 
harir iva hantum ibham gatottariyah 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (1.9.37) 

Grandsire Bhlsma says, “I offer my obeisances again and again 
unto Sri Bhagavan, who is particularly affectionate to His devotees. 

In order to protect my vow. He broke His own promise, jumping 
from the chariot, taking a wheel in His hand and running towards 
me with great speed.” 

Although he took the side of the opposing party, Grandfather 
Bhlsma is a pure devotee. Of this there is not even the slightest doubt. 
From the character of Bhlsmadeva, we learn that whatever he does is 
favourable for the pleasure of Krsna and assists in Krsna’s pastimes. 
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His profound character is beyond any mundane reasoning. However, 
if a conditioned soul imitates Bhlsma and engages in prohibited action 
or commits offenses while making a show of being a guru, he can 
never be considered a bona fide guru. Bhagavan Rsabhadeva has said 
in Srimad-Bhagavatam (5.5.18): 

gurur na sa syat sva-jano na sa syat 
pita na sa syajjanani na sa syat 
daivam na tat syan na patis ca sa syan 
na mocayed yah samupeta-mrtyum 

That guru is not a guru, that father is not a father, that mother is 
not a mother, that demigod is not a demigod and that relative is 
not a relative who cannot protect us from the clutches of death, 
cannot bestow eternal life upon us and cannot protect us from the 
ignorance of maya, which keeps us engrossed and bound in this 
material existence of birth and death. 

Only a great personality who is thoroughly expert in the imports of 
the scriptures, who is endowed with realization of the Absolute Truth, 
and who is detached from this material world is qualified to be a guru. 
Bah Maharaja rejected Sukracarya for this reason, because Sukracarya 
was opposed to the principles of bhakti. Thus, it is the injunction of 
the scriptures to reject such an unqualified guru. There is no sin or 
fault in not surrendering to, or not following, an unqualified guru, nor 
indeed in rejecting him. 

In a svayamvara , a test of prowess to win the hand of a king’s daughter, 
lifelong celibate Bhlsma won the three daughters of the king of Kasi 
(present-day Varanasi) - Amba, Ambika and Ambalika. He arranged 
the marriage of Ambika and Ambalika to his brother Vicitravirya. 
The first girl, Amba, insisted on marrying Bhlsma, but he had taken 
a vow of lifelong celibacy and thus rejected her request. Not finding 
any other solution, Amba approached Parasurama, Bhisma’s spiritual 
master in the science of weaponry. Parasurama called Bhlsma and 
ordered him to marry Amba, but Bhlsma remained resolute. At this, 
Parasurama told him either to marry her or fight with him. Bhlsma 
accepted the fight while speaking the following words: 
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guror apy avaliptasya karyakdryam ajanatah 
utpatha-pratipannasya parityago vidhlyate 

Mahabharata Udyoga-parva (179.25) 

A guru who is engrossed in sense gratification, who is a fool with 
no ability to discriminate between proper and improper behaviour, 
and who is following a path that is devoid of pure devotion is a 
false guru. One should immediately reject him. 

A devotee as great as Bhisma cannot perform any activity opposed to 
the principles of bhakti , and Parasurama is an incarnation of Bhagavan. 
Considering the vow of Bhisma to be righteous, Parasurama accepted 
defeat in this fight, which would have continued indefinitely because 
they were evenly matched. 


Verse 6 

^TgT Zffc op vft | 

rpjti ^TTHTT^T: IIS, II 

na caitad vidmah kataran no garlyo 
yad vd jayema yadi vd no j ayeyuh 
yan eva hatvd na jijwisamas 

te ’vasthitah pramukhe dhartarastrah 

na - not; ca - and; etat - this; vidmah - I know; katarat - which; nah - 
for us; gariyah - is better; yad vd - whether; jayema - we may conquer; 
yadi - whether; vd - or; nah - us; jayeyuh - they may conquer; ydn - 
whom; eva - certainly; hatvd - by killing; najijivisdmah - we do not desire 
to live; te - they; avasthitah - are standing (ready for battle); pramukhe - 
before us; dhartarastrah - those who are on the side of Dhrtarastra. 

I do not know what is better for us - to conquer them or to be 
conquered by them. Even after killing them, we will not desire to 
live. Yet they have taken the side of Dhrtarastra and now stand 
before us on the battlefield. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna is speaking the verse beginning with 
na caitad while considering, “In fighting against our gurus, I do not 
know whether we will be victorious or defeated. Moreover, I do not 
even know whether it is better for us to win or lose.” Here, Arjuna 
is considering two perspectives and so speaks about the possibility 
of both his victory and his defeat. He is saying, “For us, the result of 
victory is equal to defeat.” Thus he is using the words ydn eva, etc. 

Verse 7 

sFFT^rqT'T^T^rqrrsT: 

rcTT HH-HHd.Hrll: I 

^Tlffer Hf r=TT II vs II 

karpanya-dosopahata-svabhavah 

prcchami tvam dharma-sammudha-cetah 
yac chreyah syan niscitam bruhi tan me 

sisyas te ’ham sadhi mam tvam prapannam 

karpanya - of spiritual weakness; dosa - by the fault; upahata - being 
overpowered; sva-bhavah - my chivalrous nature; prcchami - am 
asking; tvam - You; dharma - about virtue; sammudha - bewildered; 
cetah - in heart; yat - what; sreyah - auspicious path; syat - may be; 
niscitam - certain; bruhi - tell; tat - that; me - to me; sisyah - disciple; 
te - Your; aham - I; sadhi - please instruct; mam - me; tvam - unto You; 
prapannam - surrendered. 

I, who have become overwhelmed by cowardice, having put 
aside my natural heroic nature and having become bewildered 
about how to ascertain my true duty, am requesting You to tell 
me clearly what is auspicious for me. I am Your disciple and 
have taken shelter of You; therefore, kindly bestow pertinent 
instruction upon me. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Krsna may ridicule Arjuna by saying, 
“Although you are a ksatriya, you have decided to wander here and 
there and beg on the basis of your own deductive understanding of 
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the scriptures. What, then, is the use of My speaking further?” In 
anticipation of this, Arjuna begins this verse with kdrpanya. “To give 
up the natural characteristic of chivalry is cowardly ( kdrpanyata ). 
The principles of dharma are very subtle, and therefore, I find them 
bewildering. Please tell me with certainty what is auspicious for me.” 

Arjuna tells Krsna, “You may say that I am proud of my scholarship 
and that if I refute Your statements, how can You instruct me. I assure 
You that I am Your disciple, and from now on I will not refute Your 
statements unnecessarily.” 


Verse 8 

■iptTSTTTTEQlNU||HKd|U||4 | 

TF*T 'ITTFPqfq Ml £ II 

na hi prapasyami mamapanudyad 

yac chokam ucchosanam indriyanam 
avapya bhumav asapatnam rddham 
rajyarh suranam api cadhipatyam 

na - not; hi - certainly; prapasyami - I do see; mama - my; apanudyat - it 
it can be removed; yat - which; sokam - lamentation; ucchosanam - is 
drying up; indriyanam - of the senses; avapya - after attaining; bhumau - 
on the Earth; asapatnam - unrivalled; rddham - prosperous; 
rajyam - kingdom; suranam - over the demigods; api - even; ca - also; 
adhipatyam - sovereignty. 

Even if we attain an unrivalled and prosperous kingdom on 
Earth, with sovereignty over the demigods, I do not see any way 
to dispel this lamentation, which is drying up my senses. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Krsna may say, “You do not have a reverential 
attitude towards Me. Rather, you have a friendly mood. How can I accept 
you as My disciple? You should take shelter of personalities such as Sri 
Vyasadeva, whom you revere.” Anticipating this, Arjuna is speaking the 
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present verse beginning with the words na hi. “In the three worlds, I do 
not find anyone other than You who can dispel my lamentation. I do 
not consider even Brhaspati to be more intelligent than You. Therefore, 
since I am overwhelmed with grief, whose shelter can I take other than 
Yours? Just as the intense heat of the summer season dries up small 
ponds, similarly, this grief is drying up my senses.” 

Krsna may also say, “Although you are overwhelmed with grief, you 
should still fight. When you win the battle, you will become absorbed 
in enjoying the pleasure of your kingdom and be freed from this grief.” 
Arjuna therefore replies with the utterance beginning with avdpya. 
“Even if I attain the unrivalled kingdom of the Earth or sovereignty 
over the demigods in the heavenly planets, still my senses will remain 
as dry as they are now.” 


Verse 9 

TT^r^T: WrET: I 

^Tci ^ikii 

sahjayu uvaca - 

evam uktva hrsikesam gudakesah parantapah 
na yotsya iti govindam uktva tusnim babhuva ha 

sanjayah uvaca - Sanjaya said; evam - thus; uktva - having spoken; 
hrsikesam - to Sri Krsna; gudakesah - Arjuna; parantapah - slayer of the 
enemies; nayotsye - 1 shall not fight; iti - thus; govindam - unto Govinda; 
uktva - saying; tusnim - silent; babhuva ha - he became. 

Sanjaya said; After speaking these words, Gudakesa (Arjuna), the 
subduer of his foes, said to Sri Krsna, “O Govinda, I shall not 
fight,” and fell silent. 


Verse 10 

cTW^T ^TRcT I 

cTET: II *0 || 
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tam uvaca hrsikesah prahasann iva bharata 
senayor ubhayor madhye visidantam idam vacah 

tam - to him (Arjuna); uvaca - spoke; hrsikesah - Sri Krsna; prahasan - 
smiling; iva - as if; bharata - O descendant of Bharata; senayoh - of the 
armies; ubhayoh - of both; madhye - in the midst; visidantam - to the one 
afflicted by lamentation; idam - these; vacah - words. 

O descendant of Bharata (Dhrtarastra), at that time, Hrslkesa Sri 
Krsna, apparently smiling in the midst of both armies, spoke the 
following words to the grieving Arjuna. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: To ridicule His friend Arjuna, who is in sahhya- 
bhava, Krsna shows him that it is improper to be aggrieved in this 
way, thus drowning him in an ocean of embarrassment. Sri Krsna 
remarks, “Oh, you are quite devoid of discrimination.” Yet Arjuna 
has accepted the position of Krsna’s disciple and it is improper to 
immerse a disciple in an ocean of shame in this way. Therefore, Krsna 
is pursing His lips and trying to hide His smile. Here, the import of 
the word ‘Hrslkesa’ is that, although Krsna was previously controlled 
by the loving statements of Arjuna, now, for Arjuna’s own welfare and 
out of love for him, Krsna is controlling Arjuna’s mind. 

The words senayor ubhayor madhye indicate that Arjuna’s grief and 
the instructions and assurances given by Sri Bhagavan were equally 
visible to both armies. In other words, this message of Bhagavad-gita 
was also manifest before all the ordinary persons present. It was not 
kept secret from anyone. 


Verse ii 



hdl'HHhdl-H^ HFTYTpSfFrf lift^dl: 11**11 
srl bhagavan uvaca - 

asocyan anvasocas tvam prajha.-va.da.rhs ca bhasase 
gatasun agatasums ca nanusocanti panditah 
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sri bhagavan uvaca - Sri Bhagavan said; asocyan - for what is not worthy 
of grief; anvasocah - are lamenting; tvam - you; prajna-vadan - learned 
words; ca - but; bhasase - you are speaking; gata - lost; asun - life; 
agata - not lost; asiin - life; ca - yet; na anusocanti - do not lament; 
panditah - the wise. 

Sri Bhagavan said; Though you are speaking learned words, 
you lament for what is not worthy of grief. Those who are truly 
learned lament not for the living nor for the dead. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Krsna says, “O Arjuna, your grief, which is 
born from the painful thought of killing your relatives, is illusory. Your 
question, ‘How shall I fight with Bhisma?’ shows that your reasoning 
is based on ignorance.” To explain why the above statement is true, 
Sri Bhagavan says, “ asocyan anvasocah - You are grieving for that 
which is not worthy of grief.” Sri Krsna further says, “Even after being 
reassured by Me, you are asking questions such as, ‘ katham bhismam- 
aham-sankhye - how can I fight with Grandfather Bhisma?’ (Gita 2.4). 
Even though you are presenting yourself as a learned personality, 
your presentation of such arguments and logic shows that you are not 
actually learned and that you actually have no knowledge. The wise 
do not lament for a gross material body from which the life-air has 
gone, because the body is temporary. 

“Agatasun means ‘from whom the life-air has not gone’. Until one 
achieves the stage of liberation, the subtle body is indestructible. 
The learned or wise do not lament even for the subtle bodies of such 
persons. In both conditions, with and without life, the nature of both 
the gross and subtle bodies is unchangeable. Yet foolish people lament 
for the gross body of their father or relatives when the life-air leaves 
it. They do not lament for the subtle body, because generally, they do 
not have knowledge of that. 

“Bhisma and others are also the soul and covered by the gross and 
subtle bodies. Since the soul is eternal, to lament for it is improper. 
Earlier you were saying that scriptures on morality are superior to 
scriptures on economical development, but know that scriptures on 
knowledge, from where this understanding comes ( jhana-sastra ) are 
superior even to scriptures on morality ( dharma-sastra ).” 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The portion of the Supreme 
Absolute Reality - who is composed of eternality, consciousness and 
bliss - that is endowed only with the marginal potency ( tatastha- 
sakti) is called the jlvatma, the individual soul. The jlvas are atomic 
particles of consciousness, and their eternal and natural characteristic 
is to serve Bhagavan. Jlvas are of two types: liberated ( mukta) and 
conditioned ( baddha ). The liberated souls are eternally engaged in 
the service of Sri Bhagavan in His abode. They never fall down. The 
conditioned souls have forgotten the service of Sri Bhagavan since 
time immemorial, and thus being covered by the two types of material 
bodies, gross and subtle, they are suffering from the three types of 
miseries as punishment in this material world. 

The gross body of the conditioned soul is made of the five material 
elements - earth, water, fire, air and sky - and it is temporary and 
perishable. After death, the soul changes his gross body. When there is 
birth, death will always follow. Today, tomorrow, or after some years, 
death is certain. 

mrtyur janmavatam vlra dehena sahajayate 
adya vabda-satante va mrtyur vai praninam dhruvah 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (10.1.38) 

O great hero, one who takes birth is sure to die, for death is born 
along with the body. One may die today or after hundreds of years, 
but death is sure for every living entity.* 

In the Gita (2.27) it is said, “jatasya hi dhruvo mrtyuh - for one who 
has taken birth, death is a certainty.” 

That which covers the pure nature of the soul is called the subtle 
body, and it is made up of mind, intelligence and false ego. In each 
birth, one is granted a new gross body, and at the time of death that 
body is destroyed. But such is not the case with the subtle body. 
Because the jtva has forgotten Sri Krsna’s svarupa, or eternal form, the 
subtle body has covered the jtva’s svarupa since time immemorial. This 
subtle body cannot be dissolved even after remembering Bhagavan, 
through such processes as knowledge, yoga, austerities, meditation or 
the study of the Vedas. It can only be dissolved by remembering Him 
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through the medium of pure devotional service to Him ( bhagavad- 
bhakti). At that time, the soul becomes situated in his pure nature. 

prltir na yavan mayi vasudeve na mucyate deha-yogena tavat 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (5.5.6) 

Therefore, until one has love for Lord Vasudeva, who is none other 
than Me, he is certainly not delivered from having to accept a 
material body again and again.* 

sa lihgena vimucyate 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (4.29.83) 

He will be liberated from the bodily conception of life by hearing 
My pastimes. 

bhayam dvitlyabhinivesatah syat 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.2.37) 

Fearfulness is caused by forgetfulness of the Lord and is the cause 
of the bodily conception of life. 

yada ratir brahmani naisthihl puman 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (4.22.26) 

Upon becoming fixed in his attachment to the Supreme Personality, 
the living entity burns up his material surroundings exactly as 
fire, arising from wood, burns the wood itself.* 

mam upetya tu kaunteya 

Srlmad Bhagavad-glta (8.16) 

But one who attains Me, O son of KuntI, never takes birth again. 

When we study these verses, it becomes quite clear that although 
the subtle body has no beginning, it is acquired by forgetfulness of 
Bhagavan and destroyed by remembrance of Him. Therefore, those 
who know the nature of the soul to be immutable, imperishable and 
eternal do not lament or become disturbed at the loss of the gross 
body. They grieve neither for a gross body without a soul nor for a 
gross body with a soul, which will be destroyed in the future. On the 
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other hand, those who consider their gross body to be their self are 
ignorant. Such persons are not even aware of the subtle body, what to 
speak of the soul. They consider the gross body (which contains the 
soul) to be their mother, father, brother or relative. When the soul 
leaves that body, they consider their mother, father, brother or relative 
to be dead, and they lament for that body. 

Verse 12 

^IcT HITT H ^ ^FTlfW: I 
H ^ H ■qfersq-Fr: cpWrl: t^TTII^II 

na tv evdham jatu nasam na tvam neme janadhipah 
na caiva na bhavisyamah sarve vayam atah param 

na - never; tu eva - most certainly; aham - I; jatu - at any time; na 
asam - did not exist; na - nor; tvam - you; na - nor; ime - these; jana- 
adhipah - kings; na - nor; ca - also; eva - certainly; na bhavisyamah - 
shall not exist; sarve vayam - all of us; atah param - hereafter. 

There was never a time when I did not exist, nor you, nor all these 
kings, nor in the future shall any of us cease to be. 

SARARTHA-VARSINi: Krsna asks the question, “O My friend Arjuna, 
when one grieves over the death of a dear person, what is the object 
of his love? Is it the body or the soul? In the Srimad-Bhagavatam 
(10.14.50) it is said: 

sarvesam api bhutanam nrpa svatmaiva vallabhah 

O King, for all living entities, the atma, or self, is certainly the 
most dear. 

According to this statement of Sri Sukadeva Gosvami, if the soul, or 
atmd, is the only object of love, then both types of atma - the Supreme 
atma and the subordinate atma - are eternal and free from death. This 
is so even though there is a difference between the Supreme Soul and 
the individual soul. Therefore, it is not the soul that is the object of 
grief. For this reason only, Sri Krsna is speaking this verse beginning 
with na tv evdham. “ft is not true that I, Paramatma, the Supreme Self, 
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did not exist in the past. Certainly I existed. In the same way, you, the 
individual atma, also existed in the past, as did the atma of all these 
kings.” The possibility of the soul not existing prior to its existence in 
his present body is refuted by this statement. “Similarly, it is also not 
true that you, these kings and I will not continue to exist in the future. 
We will all continue to exist.” Thus, it has been proven that the soul 
is indestructible. In this regard, the Katha Upanisad (2.2.13) states: 

nityo nityanam cetanas cetananam 
eko bahunam yo vidadhati kaman 

There is one Supreme Eternal amongst all eternals, one Supreme 
Consciousness among all conscious beings. Although He is one. 

He fulfils the desires of all. 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The soul’s contact with the 
gross body is called birth, and separation from it is called death. When 
the soul is situated in the gross body, a person has loving dealings 
with others. But such ignorant persons, who consider the gross body 
to be the self, do not realize that the real self is not material, and thus 
when a soul disappears from a body, they become absorbed in grief. 

In Snmad-Bhagavatam, Parlksit Maharaja asked Srlla Sukadeva 
Gosvami, “O brahmana, Sri Krsna was not born to the parents of the 
other cowherd boys. How was it possible for those parents to have 
such unparalleled love for Him, a love they did not even have for their 
own children?” In response to this Srila Sukadeva Gosvami says, “O 
King, for all living entities, one’s own self is the most dear. Although 
objects that are separate from one’s self, such as a son, wealth or a 
house, are dear to one’s self, they are not as dear as the self itself. 
The affection one has for them is secondary to the affection one has 
for one’s own self. In other words, there is a difference between ‘I’ 
and ‘mine’. The amount of affection a person has for the objects he 
possesses is not the same as the affection that he has for his own self.” 

Those who consider the body to be the self do not feel that anything 
related to the body, such as a house, a wife or a son, is as dear to them 
as their own body. And even though a person’s body is the object of 
his affection, it is not as dear to him as the self, because when the body 
becomes old, the desire for survival still remains strong. This is due 
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to one’s excessive attachment to one’s self. Sri Krsna is the very Self of 
the self, and for that reason He is every soul’s most dear object. The 
world, which is related to Krsna, is also dear but not the most dear. 
Krsna is the object of the word ‘I’, because He is the Soul of all souls. 
And anything related to Krsna, such as the universe, is the object of 
the word ‘mine’. That is why Krsna is so dear to the cowherd boys. 

The dialogue between Yajnavalkya and Maitreyi in Brhad-aranyaka 
Upanisad (2.4.5) verifies the above statements. Therein it is said: 

sa hovaca na va are patyuh kamaya priyo 

bhavaty atmanas tu kamaya patih priyo bhavati na 
va are sarvasya kamaya sarvam priyam 

bhavaty atmanas tu kamaya sarvam priyam bhavati 

[The great sage Yajnavalkya is saying to Maitreyi:] No living entity loves 
another for the other’s satisfaction. Only for one’s own satisfaction does 
the husband love his wife, the wife love her husband, the father love his 
son and the son love his father. A person is dear not for his satisfaction 
but for the happiness and satisfaction of one’s own self. 

Verse 13 

^rr ^FT ^RTI 

cRTT H iprfcT II II 

dehino ’smin yatha dehe kaumaram yauvanam jara 
tatha dehantara-praptir dhlras tatra na muhyati 

dehinah - of the embodied soul; asmin - in this; yatha - just as; 
dehe - in the body; kaumaram - boyhood; yauvanam - to youth; jara - to 
old age; tatha - in the same way; deha-antara - another body; praptih - 
achieving; dhirah - an intelligent person; tatra - in this situation; na 
muhyati - he is not bewildered. 

Just as the embodied soul gradually passes within this gross 
physical body from boyhood to youth and to old age, similarly, 
the soul receives another body at death. An intelligent person is 
not bewildered by the destruction and rebirth of the body. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: The following point may be raised: Since the 
soul is associated with the body, the body will also be an object of our 
love. Furthermore, those who are related to the body, such as sons, 
brothers, relatives and grandsons, will also be the objects of our love. 
When they die, therefore, we will certainly feel grief. 

Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with dehinah in answer to 
this. “The soul ( atma ) within the body attains boyhood; at the end of 
boyhood he attains youth; and at the end of youth, he enters old age. 
Similarly, upon losing his body, he attains another body. One does not 
grieve at the close of boyhood and youth, which are objects of love due 
to their relationship with the atma. Therefore, one should not grieve 
for the loss of the body itself, which is also an object of love due to its 
relationship with the atma. If a person laments when he passes from 
youth into old age, then he also must feel happy when he attains youth 
at the loss of boyhood. Therefore, you should feel happy, because when 
Bhisma and Drona lose their old bodies, they will attain new ones. Or 
you should consider that just as the body grows and attains various 
stages, the same jtva also attains different types of bodies.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The word dehl means ‘the 
soul’, or jlva, which is unchangeable. The body, however, is subject 
to transformation. Even when the body undergoes changes from 
boyhood to youth to old age and finally death, the embodied soul 
does not undergo any change; it remains ever the same. Therefore, 
it is not proper to lament for the loss of the body. Just as when one 
advances from boyhood to youth, one feels happiness instead of grief, 
similarly, after death one attains a new, able and beautiful body. Why, 
then, should one feel distress? Rather, one should only feel happiness. 

King Yayati became old in his youth because he was cursed by 
his father-in-law, Sukracarya. In great distress, he humbly begged 
forgiveness at the feet of Sukracarya. To please his daughter, who 
was married to the king, Sukracarya gave him the boon that he could 
exchange his old age for the youth of any of his young sons. His eldest 
son, Yadu, refused because he wanted to worship the Lord, but his 
youngest son, Puru, gave his youth and accepted the old age of his 
father. In this way, Yayati again became young and enjoyed with 
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his queens (Devayani and others). In the company of his sons and 
grandsons, he considered himself very happy. Finally, however, he 
understood that all these pleasures were temporary and the cause of 
unlimited misery. He returned his son’s youth to him and went to 
the forest to perform internal worship ( bhajana ) of Bhagavan ( Srimad- 
Bhagavatam 9.18.1-51). Therefore, at the loss of an old, weak and 
withered body, it is appropriate to feel happy, knowing that a healthy, 
strong and beautiful new body will soon be obtained. 

Verse 14 

3TRHTTlT-ni4Hrd K-rl Ifkllrl^TFT mcT II II 

matrti'Sparsds tu kaunteya sltosna-sukha-diilikha-dali 
agamapayino ’nityas tarns titiksasva bharata 

matra - of the senses with their objects; sparsah - touching; tu - only; 
kaunteya - O Arjuna, son of Kunti; slta - cold; usna - heat; sukha - 
happiness; duhkha - distress; dah - they give; agama-apayinah - come 
and go; anityah - temporary; tan - them; titiksasva - you must tolerate; 
bharata - O Bharata. 

O son of Kunti, when the senses come in contact with the sense 
objects, one experiences cold, heat, happiness and distress. 
Such experiences are flickering and temporary, O Bharata, and 
therefore, you must tolerate them. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna may tell Krsna, “What You have said 
is true. Yet, the senseless mind of an indiscriminate person like me, 
which is covered by grief and lamentation, is merely a source of misery. 
And it is not only the mind that produces misery. The senses, such as 
touch, which experience their respective sense objects through the 
impressions of the mind, also become a cause of trouble.” 

For this reason, Krsna says matra, indicating the sense objects 
that are accepted by the senses. The experience of such sense objects 
is called sparsah. Sri Bhagavan explains sitosnah agamdpayinah. 
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“Although cool water gives pleasure in the summer, that same water 
causes distress in the winter. Therefore, knowing the experience of 
sense objects to be temporary and flickering, one should tolerate 
them.” To tolerate them is an obligation prescribed in the scriptures. 
Taking bath is troublesome in the month of Magha (the winter 
month of January). In spite of this, one is not supposed to give up the 
obligatory routine of bathing as enjoined in the scripture. Similarly, 
those same persons (one’s brother, son, etc.) who give happiness both 
when they are born and when they earn wealth, give pain at the time 
of their death. “Knowing such happiness and distress to be temporary 
and flickering, you should tolerate them. You cannot give up your 
prescribed duty of fighting in the battle on the plea of having affection 
for such relatives. It is definitely a cause of great disturbance to give 
up one’s duty that has been recommended in the scriptures.” 

Verse 15 

■sf % h -q^sr rjwbri 

TTtS^'fTfcfFT T?Td II ^ II 

yam hi na vyathayanty ete purusam purusarsabha 
sama-duhlcha-sulcharh dhiram so ’mrtatvaya kalpate 

yam - whom; hi - indeed; na vyathayanti - do not disturb; ete - these 
(contacts of the senses with the sense objects); purusam - person; 
purusa-rsabha - O best among men; sama - equipoised; duhkha - in 
distress; sukham - and in happiness; dhiram - steadfast, patient; sah - he; 
amrtatvaya - for immortality, liberation from birth and death; kalpate - is 
qualified. 

O best among men, that sober person who remains undisturbed 
despite the dualities caused by sense perception, and who 
considers happiness and distress to be the same, is certainly 
qualified for liberation from the endless cycle of birth and death. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: If a person properly deliberates on the influence 
of the sense objects and practises tolerance of them, these sense objects 
will not be the cause of misery when he experiences them. When the 
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sense objects are no longer a cause of misery, one will naturally come 
closer to attaining liberation. Therefore, the verse beginning with yam 
hi na is being spoken. Here the word amrtatvaya means ‘liberation’. 

Verse 16 

HIHdl 'HTcfl -qmTFTf TlrT: I 

II ^ II 

nasato vidyate bhavo nabhavo vidyate satah 
ubhayor api drsto ’ntas tv anayos tattva-darsibhih 

na - no; asatah - of the temporary; vidyate - there is; bhavah - endurance; 
na - no; abhavah - destruction; vidyate - there is; satah - of the eternal; 
ubhayoh - two; api - very; drstah - observed; antah - conclusion; tu - 
indeed; anayoh - of these; tattva - of the truth; darsibhih - by the knowers. 

Of the temporary, such as winter or summer, there is no permanent 
existence, and of the eternal, such as the soul, there is no destruction. 
Those who know the Truth have reached this conclusion by 
deliberating on what is temporary and what is eternal. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: These words are spoken for persons who cannot 
yet discriminate. According to the statement, asahgo hy ayam purusah, 
the soul, or jivatmd, does not have a relationship with either the 
subtle or the gross body, or with the characteristics of the body such 
as lamentation and delusion. This is because these relationships are 
imagined only, due to ignorance. For this reason, the present verse 
beginning with the word nasatah is spoken. The word asatah means 
that due to the non-spiritual nature of lamentation and delusion, 
which appear to be in both the jtva (who is spiritual by nature) and his 
shelter, the gross body, they have no real existence. Similarly, the word 
satah means that the jivatma, whose nature is eternal (sat), is never 
destroyed. In this way the fundamental principle of sat (eternality) 
and asat (temporariness) is understood. “Thus you and Bhisma are 
eternal. Bodily identification, lamentation and delusion do not exist in 
regard to the imperishable soul, so how can Bhisma and the others be 
annihilated? Knowing that, why should you grieve for them?” 
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Verse 17 

3#RTftT ?T cTcPT I 

H II S>V3|| 

avinasi tu tad viddhi yena sarvam idam tatam 
vinasam avyayasydsya na kascit kartum arhati 

avinasi - indestructible; tu - indeed; tat - that; viddhi - know; yena - by 
which; sarvam - entire body; idam - this; tatam - pervaded; vinasam - the 
destruction; avyayasya - of the imperishable (soul); asya - of; na kascit - 
no one; kartum - to effect; arhati - is able. 

You should know that which pervades the entire body - the 
imperishable soul - to be indestructible. No one is able to destroy 
the imperishable soul 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: “Na bhavo vidyate satah - that which is eternal 
cannot be destroyed.” Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with 
avinasi to clarify this truth. The fundamental nature ( svarupa) of the 
jiva is such that it pervades the whole body. One may question how 
the consciousness of the jiva, which only pervades the individual 
body and is therefore limited in size, cannot be temporary. Sri Krsna 
says, “No, it is not so.” There is evidence of this in both the Srutis 
and the Smrtis. The Srutis state: “ suksmdndm apy aham jivah - 
among subtle objects, I am the jiva” ( Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.16.11). The 
Mundaka Upanisad (3.1.9) also states “eso ’nur dtma cetasa veditavyo 
yasmin pranam pancadha samvivesa - the atma is very minute; it can 
only be realized in a pure heart. The soul remains situated in the body, 
separate from the five types of life-airs, such as prana, apana, vyana, 
samana and udana.” In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (5.9) it is said: 

balagra-sata-bhagasya satadha kalpitasya ca 
bhago jivah sa vijfieyah sa canantyaya kalpate 

One should know that the jivatma is the size of one ten-thousandth 
the tip of a hair. 

Also the Aitareya Upanisad (5.8) states, “aragra-matro hy avaro ’pi 
drstah - it is seen that the jiva has an extremely subtle form.” 
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The above statements from the Srutis prove that the individual soul, 
or jlvatma, is atomic in size; it is very subtle. Just as the entire body 
can be nourished by applying a potent herb or placing a precious gem 
on the head or chest, similarly, the jlvatma is able to pervade the entire 
body, although it is situated in one place. There is no difficulty in 
reconciling this. Being bound by material designations, the soul enters 
various species and wanders in different heavens and hells. Dattatreya 
has also verified this in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (n.9.20): “ yena samsarate 
puman - the jlvatma wanders throughout the material world.” 

The present verse describes that the jlvatma has the quality of being 
able to travel to any place. There is nothing irreconcilable about this. 
The jlvatma is called avyayasya, or eternal. This is also verified in the 
Srutis: 


nityo nityanam cetanas cetananam 
eko bahunamyo vidadhati kaman 

Katha Upanisad (2.2.13) 

He is the Supreme Eternal amongst all eternal entities, the Supreme 
Conscious Being among all conscious beings. Even though He is 
only one. He performs so many activities and fulfils the desires of 
all living entities. 

If we view this verse from another perspective, we can say that all 
three - the body, the soul and the Supersoul (Paramatma) - are seen in 
all human beings, birds, animals and so forth. The natures of the body 
and the soul have been explained in the previous verse, nasato vidyate 
bhavo (Gita 2.16), so what is the nature of the third entity, Paramatma? 
To answer this, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with the word 
avinasl. The word tu is used to indicate a different context. This material 
world has come into existence only because mayd and the jlvatma are by 
nature fundamentally different from Paramatma. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: There are two indestructible 
truths. One is the individual, atomic conscious jtva and the other is the 
manifesting source and controller of all jlvatmas, namely the Supersoul, 
or Paramatma. The same Paramatma is present as a witness in both 
inert and conscious objects. The jlvas are unlimited in number. An 
individual atma exists separately in each gross body. The individual jtva 
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in each body experiences happiness and misery. The Supreme Absolute 
Truth, the Paramatma, is situated in the body only as a witness and is 
not affected by the happiness and distress of the individual jtva. In this 
verse, the nature of the indestructible jlva has been described. How 
is it that the atomic jlvatma, being situated in one part of the body, is 
experienced throughout the entire body? Sri Krsna is answering this 
question in the present verse. His statement above is verified by the 
Vedanta-sutra (2.3.22) avirodhas candanavat. This means that just as a 
single drop of sandalwood paste applied to one part of the body cools 
the whole body, similarly, the jlvatma, situated in one part of the body, 
is experienced throughout the entire body. 

This is also verified in the Smrtis: 

anumatro ’py ayamjlvah sva-dehe vyapya tisthati 
yatha vyapya sarlrani hari-candana-viprusah 

Just as a drop of sandalwood paste applied to one part of the body 
gives pleasure to the whole body, similarly, the jlvatma, being 
situated in one part of the body, pervades the whole body. 

If the question is asked, “In which part of the body does the jlvatma 
reside?” the answer is, “within the heart.” Hrdi hy esa atmeti (Sat-prasnl 
Sruti). This is also stated in the Vedanta-sutra (2.3.24), gunad valokavat. 
Like light, the jlvatma, by its quality, pervades the whole body. Although 
the jlvatma is atomic, by its quality of consciousness it pervades the 
entire body. Just as the sun situated in one part of the sky illuminates 
the whole universe, similarly, the jlvatma also pervades the whole body. 
This has been stated by Sri Bhagavan Himself in the Gita (13.33). 

Verse 18 

3T^TcFvT %?T f-T^TPTTTTl: 7R1TVh: I 
3TTT%HrOT^TPq cPFTT^T^T 'RTTcTII^II 

antavanta ime deha nityasyoktah saririnah 
andsino ’prameyasya tasmad yudhyasva bharata 

anta-vantah - having an end, or being subject to destruction; ime - all of these; 
dehah - material bodies; nityasya - perpetually (possessing an unchanging 
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form); uktah - are said; saririnah - of the embodied soul; anasinah - 
indestructible; aprameyasya - not subject to measurement (by microscope, 
for example); tasmat - therefore; yudhyasva - fight; bharata - O Arjuna. 

The material bodies of the soul, who is eternal, indestructible and 
immeasurable, are known to be perishable. Therefore, O Arjuna, fight. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: To clarify the meaning of nasato vidyate bhavah, 
Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with antavantah. The word 
saririnah has been used to describe the embodied jlva. Aprameyasya 
means that the jlvatma is very difficult to understand, because he is 
extremely subtle. Tasmad yudhyasva means ‘therefore fight’. Based on 
these arguments, Krsna concludes that it is completely improper to 
give up one’s prescribed religious duty. 

Verse 19 

H IPT TRT# WTI 

c# H fcMlHld) HI# H 

ya enam vetti hantaram yas cainam manyate hatam 
ubhau tau na vijanito nayam hand na hanyate 

yah - whoever; enam - this (soul); vetti - knows; hantaram - as the killer; 
yah - who; ca - and; enam - this soul; manyate - considers; hatam - as 
killed; ubhau tau - of the two; na vijanltah - is not in knowledge; na - nor; 
ayam - this soul; hand - kills; na - not; hanyate - is killed. 

He who considers the soul to be either the killer or the killed is 
ignorant, for the self neither slays nor is slain by anyone. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Krsna says, “O friend, Arjuna, you are a soul 
and therefore you are neither the subject nor the object of the act of 
killing.” To explain this, Sri Bhagavan is speaking this verse beginning 
with ya enam. “One who thinks that the jlvatma kills (e.g. Arjuna 
kills Bhisma), or the jlvatma is killed (Arjuna is killed by Bhlsma), is 
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ignorant. Therefore, O friend, why do you fear infamy just because 
ignorant people will accuse you of killing your superiors?” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI : Sri Krsna is instructing 
Arjuna, “You are a soul, and therefore, you are neither the subject 
nor the object of the verb ‘to kill’.” Here, He is clearly explaining that 
Arjuna is not the subject, the killer of heroes such as Bhlsma who 
are on the opposite side, nor can he be the object of the killing done 
by them. Moreover, ignorant people who identify the self with the 
body consider that the gross body is the subject and object of killing. 
Krsna concludes, “Therefore, becoming fully aware of this truth, give 
up your identification with the gross body and become situated in the 
nature of the self. Surrendering unto Me, fearlessly engage in your 
duty for My pleasure. Do not remain in ignorance about this at all.” 

The same concept is also stated in the Srutis: 

hanta cen manyate hatam hatas cen manyate hatam 
ubhau tau na vijanlto nayarii hanti na hanyate 

Katha Upanisad ( 1 . 2 . 19 ) 

If one who identifies the self with the body thinks that he is killing 
someone, and if one whose body is being killed concludes that he 
is killed, then both are ignorant, because the soul neither kills 
anyone nor is killed. 

Verse 20 

H off cKlfan 

HFT 'JTpTT ■qWcTT off ^ WJ: I 
3T5ft YTr^rifTT TJTMt 

H F^TFl mftlRoll 

na jayate mriyate va kadacin 

nayam bhiitva bhavita va na bhuyali 
ajo nityah sasvato ’yam purano 
na hanyate hanyamane sarlre 
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na jayate - does not take birth; mriyate - die; \a - or; kadacit - at any 
time; na - nor; ayam - this (soul); bhutva - has come into being; bhavita - 
will come into being; va - nor; na - not; bhiiyah - repeatedly (accept 
material bodies); ajah - unborn; nityah - eternal; sasvatah - ever-existing; 
ayam - he; puranah - primeval; na hanyate - he is not killed; hanyamane - 
is destroyed; satire - when the body. 

The soul neither takes birth nor does he die, nor is he affected 
by the repeated growth and dwindling of the body. He is unborn, 
eternal and ever-existing. Though primeval, he remains ever- 
youthful. When the body is destroyed, the soul is not annihilated. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: To establish the eternality of the soul, Sri 
Bhagavan is speaking this verse beginning with the words na jayate 
mriyate, in which it is proven that there is never a time when the 
soul is born or dies. That there was no birth or death for the soul 
in the past nor will there be in the future is proven by the words 
nayam bhutva bhavita. Sri Bhagavan is further explaining by the use 
of the word ajah (unborn) that the soul does not take birth in the 
past, present or future. Thus He establishes that the jiva also existed 
in the past. The word sasvatah means ‘that which is ever-existing and 
not destroyed in the past, present or future’. Therefore, the jivatma 
is eternal. If one still raises a doubt that because the soul exists for a 
long time, he may be over-powered by old age, Sri Bhagavan says in 
response, “No, that is not true, because he is puranah. This means that 
although he is primeval, he is ever-fresh and free from the six types 
of transformations, including birth and death.” If someone then raises 
the question, “Will the soul not die, even figuratively, at the death of 
the body?” Sri Krsna answers, “No, the soul has no relationship at all 
with the body.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The eternal nature of the 
soul has been established in this verse. He is beyond birth and death, 
and he is eternal and ever-existing. He is not destroyed when the 
body is destroyed. Consequently, the soul is devoid of the six types 
of transformations of the material body: birth, duration of existence, 
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growth, procreation, diminution and death. In the Katha Upanisad 
(1.2.18) a similar conclusion is given: 

najayate mriyate va vipascin nayam kutascin na vibhiiva kascit 
ajo nityah sasvato ’yam purano na hanyate hanyamane career 

[The meaning of this verse is the same as Gita 2.20, but here, the 
word vipascit, which means ‘one who knows the self’, is used.] 

Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad (4.4.25) also verifies this conclusion: sa va 
esa mahan aja atmajaro ’maro ’mrto ’bhayah. “The atma is indisputably 
great, unborn, deathless, free from old age, immortal and fearless.” 

Verse 21 

^T^R#Ff 

TT ^T: Wf W tlld^td #vT II ^ II 

vedavinasinam nityam ya enam ajam avyayam 
katham sa purusah partha kam ghatayati hand kam 

veda - knows; avinasinam - indestructible; nityam - eternally; yah - who; 
enam - the soul; ajam - unborn; avyayam - immutable; katham - how?; 
sah - that; purusah - person; partha - O Partha (Arjuna); kam - whom?; 
ghatayati - cause to kill; hand - can he kill; kam - whom? 

O Partha, how can a person who knows the soul to be eternally 
birthless, immutable and indestructible kill anyone or cause 
anyone to be killed? 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Krsna is answering Arjuna: “O Partha, after 
acquiring this knowledge, you will not be guilty of committing sin even 
after engaging in battle, and I will also not be guilty of inspiring you to 
fight.” To convey this, the present verse beginning with vedavinasinam 
is being spoken. Here the word nityam is an adverb. The use of the 
words avinasi (indestructible), aja (unborn) and avyayam (immutable) 
refute the conception that the atma can be slightly diminished by 
any act of destruction. Sri Bhagavan says, “When you have attained 
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such knowledge, how can you think a person like Me could induce 
someone to kill anyone? In the same way, how can a person like you 
kill someone or cause someone to be killed?” 

Verse 22 

ch-hiUi zrsjT HrtsqnW i 

cT^rr mkih triIct Miivrii 

vasamsi jlrnani yatha vihaya navani grhnati naro ’parani 
tatha sarlrani vihciya jlrnany anyani samyati navani dehi 

vasamsi - clothes; jlrnani - old and worn out; yatha - just as; vihaya - 
giving up; navani - new ones; grhnati - accepts; narah - a person; 
aparani - other; tatha - in the same way; sarlrani - bodies; vihaya - giving 
up; jlrnani - old; anyani - other; samyati - accepts; navani - new ones; 
dehl - the embodied soul, jlvatma. 

Just as a person discards his old garments and acquires new ones, 
the soul similarly gives up old bodies and accepts new ones. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Krsna tells Arjuna, “Is there any harm in 
giving up old clothes to accept new ones? You may say, ‘By fighting 
against Bhlsma, You and I will be the cause of the soul named Bhlsma 
giving up his body.’ To this I reply that Bhlsma will simply give up his 
old and useless body and take a new body. How can you or I be blamed 
for this?” 


Verse 23 

R RR R RRRTH RRR: II ^ II 

nainam chindanti sastrani nainam dahati pdvakah 
na cainam kledayanty apo na sosayati marutah 

na - not; enani - him (the jlvatma); chindanti - pierce; sastrani - various 
weapons; na - not; enam - him; dahati - burn; pdvakah - fire; na - not; 
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ca - and; enam - him; kledayanti - moisten; apah - waters; na - not; 
sosayati - dry; marutah - the wind. 

The soul can never be pierced by any weapon, nor burned by fire, 
nor moistened by water nor dried by the wind. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “O Arjuna, the weapons used by you in battle 
cannot cause any pain or misery to the soul.” To explain this, Sri 
Bhagavan is speaking this verse beginning with nainam. Here the 
word sastrani means ‘swords, etc.,’ pavakah means ‘the fire weapon’, 
apah ‘the water weapon’ and marutah ‘the air weapon’. “O Arjuna, even 
if you use all these weapons, they will not cause any pain to the soul.” 


Verses 24-25 






XTcT xn 
THTrFf: II?* II 


35 oM xbl id H W -rHI dd H N 4,1 dhd HyH rl I 

cTFTT^T rdf^H II II 


acchedyo ’yam adahyo ’yam akledyo ’sosya eva ca 
nityah sarva-gatah sthanur acalo ’yam sanatanah 

avyakto ’yam acintyo ’yam avikaryo ’yam ucyate 
tasmad evam viditvainam nanusocitum arhasi 


acchedyah - is indivisible; ay am - this (soul); adahyah - cannot be burned; 
ayam - this (soul); akledyah - insoluble; asosyah - cannot be dried; eva - 
certainly; ca - and; nityah - eternal; sarva-gatah - even though he goes 
everywhere; sthanuh - fixed; acalah - immovable; ayam - this (soul); 
sanatanah - ever-existing; avyahtah - unmanifest; ayam - this (soul); 
acintyah - inconceivable (to the mind); ayam - this (soul); avikaryah - not 
subject to transformation; ayam - this (soul); ucyate - it is said; tasmat - 
therefore; evam - in this way; viditva - having understood; enam - for this 
(soul); na - not; anusocitum - to lament; arhasi - befitting. 

The soul is indivisible, insoluble and cannot be burned or dried. He 
is eternal, all-pervading, permanent, non-moving and ever-existing. 
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He is unmanifest and inconceivable, and being free from the six 
types of transformations such as birth and death, he is immutable. 
After understanding the soul in this way, it is not proper for you 
to lament. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The soul has been described as indivisible and 
so forth. The repetition of this indicates the eternality of the soul 
and removes the doubts of those who are uncertain of its nature. If 
one says three or four times that there is religion, or dharma, in this 
present age of Kali-yuga, the repetition will lay stress on the fact that, 
without a doubt, there is indeed dharma in Kali-yuga. Similarly, the 
soul’s qualities have been repeated to confirm the eternality of his 
nature. Here, the word sarva-gatah (all-pervasive) indicates that due 
to his own actions, the jlva transmigrates through all species of life 
such as demigods, human beings, animals and birds. 

The words sthanuh (fixed) and acalah (immovable) have been 
repeated in order to give a clear conception of the stable nature of 
the soul. The soul, or jlvatma, is called avyaktah (imperceptible) 
because he is very subtle. He is called acintya (inconceivable, not 
understood by mundane reasoning) because he pervades the whole 
body as consciousness. He is called avikaryah (immutable) because 
he is free from the six types of transformations, such as birth and 
so forth. 


Verse 26 

3?2T Plrd'dld off ^cTHI 

cTTlft c^f II ^ II 

atha cainam nitya-jatam nityam vd manyase mrtam 
tathapi tvam mahd-hdho nainam socitum arhasi 

atha - if however; ca - also; enam - this (soul); jatam nityam - always 
takes birth; nityam - always; vd - or; manyase - you think; mrtam - dies; 
tathapi -still; tvam -you; maha-baho-O mighty-armed one; na-not; enam- 
for this (soul); socitum - grieve; arhasi - befitting. 
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If, however, you think that the soul is perpetually born and 
perpetually dies, there is still no reason for you to grieve, O 
mighty-armed one. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan is saying, “O Arjuna, what I have 
explained to you so far has been based on scripture, but now I am 
explaining from the perspective of ordinary experience. Please listen 
very attentively. If you consider that the birth of the body is eternal, 
that is, that the self is born perpetually, and if you think that when the 
body perishes, the soul dies, even then, O mighty-armed Arjuna, as a 
valiant ksatriya, it is your duty to fight.” In regard to one’s prescribed 
duty, it is said in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (10.54.40): 

ksatriyanam ayam dharmah prajapati-vinirmitah 
bhratapi bhrataram hanyad yena ghorataras tatah 

According to the religious principles of the ksatriyas, who were 
created by Lord Brahma, one brother can even kill another brother. 
Therefore, ksatriya-dharma is said to be very fearsome. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Bhagavan Sri Krsna ceases 
to employ scriptural injunctions in His effort to make Arjuna 
understand and is now making him understand from a common sense 
point of view. He has told him that if he understands the soul to be 
eternal, as explained in the Srutis and other scriptures, then there is 
no reason for grief. But even from a common sense point of view, there 
is also no reason to grieve. Atheists like Carvaka consider the soul to 
be temporary like the gross body and say that it does not exist after 
death. Also, according to the philosophy of a certain sect of Buddhists, 
if one considers the soul to be repeatedly taking birth and dying, there 
is still no reason to grieve for it. 


Verse 27 


^TTTFr % ^cfr iJrPFT xT| 

H II ^ | 
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jatasya hi dhruvo mrtyur dhruvam janma mrtasya ca 
tasmad apariharye ’rthe na tvam socitum arhasi 

jatasya - for one who is born; hi - because; dhruvah - is certain; mrtyuh - 
death; dhruvam - is certain; janma - birth; mrtasya - for one who dies; 
ca - and; tasmat - therefore; apariharye arthe - in this unavoidable 
situation; na - not; tvam - you; socitum - grieve; arhasi - should. 

For one who is born, death is certain, and for one who has died, 
birth is certain; therefore, it is not proper for you to grieve for that 
which is unavoidable. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: When the fruit of a person’s previous actions 
experienced in his present body ( prarabdha-karma ) is exhausted, his 
death is certain. After death, he will inevitably take birth again so that 
he can experience the results of the actions performed in his previous 
body. It is not possible for anyone to escape the inevitability of birth 
and death. 


Verse 28 

3 Toqrbl#T ^c#T S^TqfaqTFT ^TRcT I 

rfjf qf^cRJ || ^ || 

avyaktadini bhutani vyakta-madhyani bharata 
avyakta-nidhanany eva tatra ka paridevana 

avyakta-adini - unmanifest in the beginning, imperceptible; bhutani - 
all beings; vyakta - manifest, perceptible; madhyani - in the interim 
stage; bharata - O Arjuna; avyakta - unmanifest, imperceptible; 
nidhanani - and after death; eva - certainly; tatra - therefore; ha - why?; 
paridevana - lament. 

O Arjuna, all beings are unmanifest before their birth, become 
manifest in the interim stage - after their birth - and after they 
die, they once again become unmanifest. So what cause can there 
be to lament? 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: In this way, having dispelled lamentation in 
relation to the soul by the verse najayate mriyate va kadacit (Gita 2.20), 
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and in respect to the body by the verse jatasya hi dhruvo mrtyuh (Gita 
2.27), Sri Bhagavan now dispels the cause of lamentation for both the 
soul and the body by speaking this verse beginning with the word 
avyaktah. Before their birth, demigods, human beings, animals, birds 
and so on are unmanifest. At that time, the subtle and gross bodies 
also exist in their causal state in the form of matter, such as earth, but 
they are in an unmanifest stage. They become manifest in the middle 
period, and after death they again become unmanifest. In the period of 
the dissolution and devastation of the universe ( maha-pralaya ), the soul 
also remains in his subtle form because his karma and his tendency to 
accept sense objects still exist. Therefore, all jivas remain unmanifest in 
the beginning, and in the end they again become unmanifest. They only 
become manifest in the middle period. The Srutis also state: “sthira- 
cara-jatayah syur ajayottha-nimitta-yujah - All moving and non-moving 
entities become manifest due to their actions. Therefore, why cry out of 
grief?” ( Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.87.29). 

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.13.44) Sri Narada Muni says: 

yan manyase dhruvam lokam adhruvam va na cobhayam 
sarvatha na hi socyas te snehad anyatra mohajat 

Whether you consider the human to be an eternal soul or a temporary 
body, or whether you consider that due to his indescribability, he is 
both eternal and temporary, you do not have to lament in any way. 
There is no cause for lamentation other than the affection that has 
arisen out of delusion. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: All living entities arise from 
the unmanifest stage, remain manifest for some time and again become 
situated in an unmanifest state. Just to explain this point, the present verse 
has been spoken. In his explanation of Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.87.29) cited 
in the above commentary, Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura writes 
that, because all jivas are manifest from the Supreme Tord Paramesvara, 
they are under His control. Paramesvara is beyond material nature and 
remains detached from it. When He performs His pastime of glancing over 
the material nature, the jivas, who contain impressions from their previous 
actions, become manifest in moving and non-moving bodies. Wherever 
the word utpanna (arising) is used, it means ‘to become manifest’. 
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If one asks how the jlvas, being merged in Paramesvara, can take 
birth, the answer is given that it is by His glance and the inspiration 
of His will. Past karma then becomes active, after which the jlvatma 
appears along with his subtle body. Then, becoming united with 
the gross body, the jlvatma takes birth. In other words, when the 
designations born from the effect of material nature are dissolved, the 
jlvas are considered to have died; and when the jlvatma appears with 
his past karma, impressions, and gross and subtle bodies in various 
species of life in this material world, he is said to have taken his birth. 
This is stated in Brhad-aranyaka Sruti: 

yathagneh ksudra visphulinga 

vyuccaranty evam evasmad atmanah 
sarve pranah sarve lokah sarve 

devah sarvani bhutani vyuccaranti 

Just as sparks appear from a fire, so the senses (such as the power 
to speak), the results of action (such as happiness and distress), all 
the demigods and all the living entities from Lord Brahma down 
to the ant appear from Me, Paramatma. 

The great devotee Sri Yamaraja also says: “ yatragatas tatra gatam 
manusyam - the living entity goes back to the same unknown place 
from where he came.” 


Verse 29 

cT^cf I 

3HIVh4ch4hJ-M: STccTRH % H ^ cb^HrMI ^ II 

ascaryavat pasyati Icascid enam 

ascaryavad vadati tathaiva canyah 
ascaryavac cainam anyah srnoti 

srutvapy enam veda na caiva kascit 

ascarya-vat - as amazing; pasyati - sees; kascit - some person; enam - this 
(soul); ascarya-vat - as amazing; vadati - speak of; tatha - in the same 
way; eva - indeed; ca - also; anyah - another; ascarya-vat - as amazing; 

90 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Sankhya-Yoga 


Verse 29 


ca - and; enam - of this (soul); anyah - others; srnoti - hears; srutva - 
having heard; api - even; enam - this (soul); veda - understand; na - not; 
ca - and; eva - certainly; kascit - some people. 

Some look upon the soul as amazing, some speak of him as 
amazing and some hear of him as amazing. Others, however, even 
after hearing about him, cannot understand him at all. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Krsna is saying, “O Arjuna, if you ask what 
this amazing subject is that I am speaking about, then listen. It is 
indeed a matter of wonder that even after receiving this knowledge, 
your wisdom has not been awakened. Your doubt is therefore 
appropriate.” Only for this reason is this verse beginning with the 
word ascarya-vat being spoken. This whole material world, in the 
form of the combination of the body and the soul, is indeed a wonder. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Since the truth about the 
science of the soul is very difficult to understand, the soul itself, 
the person who instructs about the soul, the instruction itself and 
the audience are all amazing. In other words, only some very rare, 
great persons look upon the soul as amazing, and some very rare 
persons hear about the soul and accept him as amazing. It is even 
more amazing that most of the audience, even after hearing these 
instructions from one who knows the Absolute Truth, still cannot 
realize the soul. This is also explained in Katha Upanisad (1.2.7): 

sravanayapi bahubhiryo na labhyah srnvanto ’pi bahavo yam na vidyuh 
ascaryo ’sya vakta kusalo ’sya labdha ascaryo ’syajfiata kusalanusistah 

The opportunity to hear instructions about the science of the self 
( atma-tattva ) is very rare. Even after hearing them, most cannot 
realize the instructions because a master who is self-realized is 
very rare. If, by great fortune, such a teacher is available, it is rare 
to find students who are able to understand this topic. 

For this reason, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu has instructed everyone 
in this present age of Kali-yuga to perform the congregational chanting 
of the holy names of Sri Krsna (srt hari-ndma-sanklrtana). If even 
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faithless persons chant the name of Sri Hari while they are talking, 
walking, sitting, standing, eating, drinking, crying, laughing or in any 
other way, they will still benefit from it. Gradually, they will attain the 
association of pure devotees. By such association they can even attain 
pure love for Bhagavan, and as a secondary result, they easily attain 
knowledge on the science of the soul. 

madhura-madhuram etan mangalam mangalanarh 
sakala-nigama-valll-sat-phalam cit-svarupam 
sakrd api parigltam sraddhaya helaya va 

bhrguvara nara-matram tarayet krsna-nama 

Hari-bhakti-vilasa (11.234) 

The holy name of Krsna is the sweetest of the sweet and the most 
auspicious of all that is auspicious. It is the fully-ripened fruit of 
the flourishing creeper of the Vedas and it is the embodiment of 
transcendental knowledge. O best of the Bhrgu dynasty, even if 
someone chants the holy name only once, with faith or indifference, 
he is immediately delivered from this ocean of birth and death. 

sanketyam parihasyam va stobham helanam eva va 
vaikuntha-nama-grahanam asesagha-haram viduh 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (6.2.14) 

One who chants the holy name of the Lord is immediately freed 
from the reactions of unlimited sins, even if he chants indirectly 
(to indicate something else), jokingly, for musical entertainment 
or even neglectfully. This is accepted by all learned scholars of the 
scriptures.* 

Verse 30 

cTFTTrT •qcflfr H ll^o|| 

dehl nityam avadhyo ’yam dehe sarvasya bharata 
tasmcit sarvdni bhutani na tvam socitum arhasi 

dehl - the soul; nityam - eternal; avadhyah - cannot be killed; ayam - 
this; dehe - within the body; sarvasya - of all beings; bharata - O Bharata 
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(Arjuna); tasmat - therefore; sarvani - for all; bhutani - living beings; 
na - not; tvam - you; socitum - grieve; arhasi - should. 

O Arjuna, the eternal soul, who resides within the body of all 
living beings, can never be slain. Therefore, it is not proper that 
you grieve for the soul. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna may ask, “What should I do and what 
should I not do? Please instruct me definitively.” Krsna would then 
answer, “Give up your lamentation and fight.” For this purpose, the 
verse beginning with debt is being spoken. 

Verse 31 

H fob'll 3^11 

svadharmam api caveksya na vikampitum arhasi 
dharmyad dhi yuddhac chreyo ’nyat ksatriyasya na vidyate 

sva-dharmam - your own religious duty; api - also; ca - and; aveksya - 
after considering; na - not; vikampitum - hesitate; arhasi - you should; 
dharmyat - for religious purposes; hi - because; yuddhat - than fighting; 
sreyah - auspicious engagement; anyat - another; ksatriyasya - for the 
warrior; na vidyate - there does not exist. 

Moreover, even after considering your duty as a ksatriya, it is not 
at all proper for you to hesitate, as there is no more auspicious 
engagement for a ksatriya than to fight for religious purposes. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: “Since the soul is indestructible, it is not proper 
for you to be disturbed by thinking that the soul can be killed. And if 
you consider your own religious duty, it is also not proper for you to be 
perturbed.” 


Verse 32 
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yadrcchaya copapannam svarga-dvaram apavrtam 
sukhinah ksatriyah part ha labhante yuddham idrsam 

yadrcchaya - of its own accord; ca - and; upapannam - arrived; svarga - to 
the higher planets; dvaram - door; apavrtam - is a wide open; sukhinah - 
fortunate; ksatriyah - members of the military or reigning order; partha - O 
Partha (Arjuna); labhante - achieve; yuddham - a battle; idrsam - like this. 

O Partha, fortunate are those ksatriyas for whom such an 
opportunity to fight comes of its own accord. It is just like a wide 
open door to the heavenly planets. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan says, “In a religious battle, those 
who are killed by the conquerors attain more happiness than those 
who kill them. Therefore, to give more pleasure to Bhisma and others 
than to yourself, you should kill them.” To support this statement, 
Sri Bhagavan is speaking the present verse, beginning with the 
word yadrcchaya. Yadrcchaya means ‘to attain the heavenly planets 
without performing pious activities, or karma-yoga’. Apavrtam means 
‘uncovered’ or ‘unveiled’. In this case it refers to the celestial kingdom, 
which is unveiled for the fortunate ksatriya who dies in battle. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the Gita (1.36) Arjuna 
asked, “O Madhava, what happiness will come from killing our friends 
and relatives?” In answer to this, Sri Bhagavan is instructing Arjuna 
that a ksatriya’s religious duty is to fight in battle, which is an open 
door to the heavenly planets (Svarga). “If you win this battle, you will 
attain great fame and the pleasure of a kingdom. On the other hand, 
because this is a battle for justice, if you die, you will definitely attain 
Svarga. Even the aggressors and those fighting on the side of irreligion 
will attain Svarga if they are killed in this battle.” The Smrtis state: 

ahavesu mitho ’nyonyam jighamsanto mahi-ksitah 
yuddhamanah param saktya svargam yanty aparan-mukhah 

When ksatriya kings fight one another with great power in battle, 
without turning their backs, they will certainly enter the heavenly 
kingdom (at death). 
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Sri Krsna is telling Arjuna, “Therefore, it is not proper for you 
to become averse to this battle, which will be fought for the sake of 
justice.” 


Verse 33 

3 T 2 T STtzf TTETFT H cbR^Rl I 

rTrT: WT 4 xT %o=IT MNHdl 4 ^Rl 113 ? II 

atha cet tvam imam dharmyam sangramam na karisyasi 
tatah sva-dharmam kirtim ca hitva papam avapsyasi 

atha - on the other hand; cet - if; tvam - you; imam - this; dharmyam - 
religious duty; sangramam - of war; na - do not; karisyasi - perform; 
tatah - then; sva-dharmam - personal duty; kirtim - fame; ca - and; 
hitva - losing; papam - sinful reaction; avapsyasi - you will gain. 

However, if you do not perform your scripturally prescribed 
religious duty of fighting this religious battle, you will lose your 
fame and your dharma as a ksatriya. Furthermore, you will simply 
reap sinful reaction. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In the present verse beginning with atha and in 
the following three verses, Sri Bhagavan is explaining the defects in 
taking the stance of not fighting. 

Verse 34 

xi|ch 1 id 4 <uiKfdR-^lrl IIII 

akirtim capi bhutani kathayisyanti te ’vyayam 
sambhavitasya caldrtir maranad atiricyate 

akirtim - infamy; ca - and; api - also; bhutani - all people; kathayisyanti - 
will speak; te - of your; avyayam - unending; sambhavitasya - for an 
honourable person; ca - and; akirtih - dishonour; maranat - than death; 
atiricyate - becomes greater. 
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People will speak of your infamy for all time. For an honourable 
person, dishonour is more painful than death. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Here the word avyayam means ‘indestructible’, 
and sambhavitasya indicates a very honourable or famous person. 

Verse 35 

^RT^TT^RcT r^T WR2TT: I 

%r wwr n n 

bhayad ranad uparatam mamsyante tvam mahu-rathdh 
yesam ca tvam bahu-mato bhutva ydsyasi laghavam 

bhayat - out of fear; ranat - from the battle; uparatam - have fled; 
mamsyante - they will think; tvam - you; maha-rathah - the great 
warriors; yesam - those for whom; ca - and; tvam - you; bahu-matah - 
greatly honoured; bhutva - having been; ydsyasi - you will become; 
laghavam - insignificant. 

Great warriors such as Duryodhana will think that you have left 
the battlefield out of fear. Those who have always honoured you 
highly will deem you insignificant. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: “Your opponents are of the opinion, ‘Our 
enemy Arjuna is extremely valiant.’ If you run away from the battle 
after being the object of such honour, you will be deemed a coward 
in their eyes. Maharathis such as Duryodhana and others will think 
that you have fled the battlefield out of fear. ‘It must be due to fear, 
not affection for his relatives, that a ksatriya becomes averse to 
fighting while on the battlefield.’ They will consider your position 
only in this way.” 


Verse 36 

3Tc*TWFP?f^r dcllfedl: I 

FFV^rTTfR TTFPsf cTrft H f^TII^II 
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avacya-vadams ca bahun vadisyanti tavahitah 
nindantas tava samarthyam tato duhkhataram nu him 

avacya - harsh; vadan - words; ca - also; bahun - many; vadisyanti - will 
speak; tava - your; ahitah - enemies; nindantah - criticizing; tava - your; 
samarthyam - ability; tatah - than this; duhkha-taram - more painful; 
nu - indeed; him - what?. 

Your enemies will scorn you with many harsh words, while 
criticizing your ability. O Arjuna, what could be more painful for 
you than this? 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Avacya-vaddn implies the use of harsh words 
such as ‘eunuch’. 


Verse 37 

felt cTT W^m Wf felT cCT T[#TI 

cbl-ck ^sTFT 

hato vd prapsyasi svargam jitva vd bhoksyase mahlm 
tasmad uttistha kaunteya yuddhaya krta-niscayah 

hatah - being killed; vd - either; prapsyasi - you will attain; svargam - 
the heavenly planets; jitva - by achieving victory; vd - or; bhoksyase - 
you shall enjoy; mahlm - the earthly kingdom; tasmat - therefore; 
uttistha - arise; kaunteya - O son of Kunti; yuddhaya - for battle; krta- 
niscayah - with determination. 

O son of Kunti, if you are killed in the battle, you will attain 
the heavenly planets, and if you are victorious, you will enjoy 
this earthly kingdom. Therefore, stand up and fight with 
determination. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Should a question arise in the mind of Arjuna as 
to why he should engage in battle when it is not certain that he will 
win, Sri Bhagavan responds by speaking this verse beginning with 
hatah. 
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Verse 38 

rTFlRTnll ^PTFpfh 

cTcft ^sTFT ^cf MNHc||UumR3 ||^|| 

sukha-duhkhe same krtva ldbhdldbh.au jayajayau 
tato yuddhaya yujyasva naivam papam avapsyasi 

sukha - happiness; duhlzhe - and distress; same krtva - understanding 
them to be equal; labha-alabhau - both gain and loss \ jaya-ajayau - both 
victory and defeat; tatah - then (being like this); yuddhaya - for fighting; 
yujyasva - be ready; na - not; evam - in this way; papam - sinful reaction; 
avapsyasi - will incur. 

Considering happiness and distress, gain and loss, and victory 
and defeat to be equal, you should prepare to fight. In this way 
you will not incur any sin. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Krsna says, “O Arjuna, fighting is your only 
duty. You doubt this and think that by fighting you will incur sin, but 
you should accept My instructions and fight. By doing so, you will not 
incur sinful reaction. Through victory or defeat you will either gain a 
kingdom or lose one, and as a consequence, you will experience either 
happiness or distress. Therefore, O Arjuna, deliberate on this with 
proper wisdom, and fight, knowing victory and defeat to be equal. 
You will not incur sin as long as you are endowed with this quality 
of equanimity.” This subject is also described later in the Gita (5.10): 

lipyate na sa papena padma-patram ivambhasa 

Just as a lotus leaf remains in water but never becomes wet, 
similarly, though engaged in battle, you will not incur sin. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the Gita (1.36) Arjuna is 
thinking, “I will incur sin by killing them.” In speaking this verse, Sri 
Krsna is refuting Arjuna’s argument as baseless. Sri Krsna is saying, 
“There is a possibility of incurring sin by killing one’s relatives in 
battle when the battle is fought with attachment to one’s happiness 
and distress. I am explaining to you the means by which you can 
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become free from sin. Sin will not touch you if you perform your duty 
of fighting as per My instructions, considering happiness, distress, 
gain, loss, victory and defeat as equal.” One becomes sinful, or 
bound by action (karma), if he is attached to the fruits of his action. 
Therefore, it is certainly necessary to renounce attachment to action. 
This conclusion has been established in the Gita (5.10): 

brahmany adhaya karmani sangam tyaktva karoti yah 
lipyate na sa papena padma-patram ivambhasa 

Those who give up all attachment to work and surrender all the 
results of their work unto Me, the Supreme Controller, do not 
become affected by sin, just as a lotus leaf remains untouched by 
water. 


Verse 39 

PT ^Sp#cTT 'dk'Shfh fvcPTT pr I 

esa te ’bhihita sankhye buddhir yoge tv imam srnu 
buddhya yukto yayd partha karma-bandharh prahdsyasi 

esa - this; te - to you; abhihita - explained; sankhye - regarding analytical 
knowledge of matter and spirit; buddhih - knowledge; yoge - in bhakti- 
yoga; tu - but; imam - this (knowledge); srnu - now hear; buddhya - by 
knowledge; yuktah - connected; yayd - by which; partha - O son of Prtha; 
karma-bandham - bondage of the material world; prahdsyasi - you shall 
be liberated from. 

O son of Partha, thus far, I have explained this knowledge of 
sdnkhya-yoga, but now I will impart to you knowledge pertaining 
to the science of bhakti-yoga, by which you will become freed 
from bondage to this material world. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: At this point Bhagavan Sri Krsna says, “Until now 
I have instructed you in spiritual realization through transcendental 
knowledge ( jhana-yoga). I am concluding My instructions on jhana- 
yoga with this verse beginning with the word esa. That which properly 
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illuminates the nature of an object is called sankhya (complete 
knowledge). That intelligence with which you must act has been 
explained here by the word esa. 

“Now hear about the intelligence required to act for spiritual 
realization through loving devotion ( bhakti-yoga ).” Sri Krsna’s state¬ 
ment, in which He uses the word yaya, explains that when a person is 
endowed with intelligence related to bhakti, he will become freed from 
bondage to this material world. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Here, Sri Krsna is concluding 
His explanation of yoga through the principle of analysis, or sankhya- 
yoga, and is beginning His instructions on buddhi-yoga, or bhakti-yoga. 
Srila Cakravarti Thakura defines sankhya-yoga as follows: “samyak 
khyayate prakasyate vastu tattvam aneneti sankhyam samyaj jnanam - 
That which properly illuminates the nature ( tattva ) of an object is 
called sankhya-yoga. Sankhya-yoga gives complete knowledge about 
the atma (soul) and anatma (inert matter).” 

From the verse na tv evaham (Gita 2.12) to deh I nityam (Gita 2.30), 
various facets of the science of the soul have been explained, and from 
svadharmam api caveksya (Gita 2.31) to sukha-duhkhe (Gita 2.38), 
knowledge of the science of what is not related to the soul, in the form 
of occupational duty, has been explained. When a person performs 
selfless action, fixing his intelligence on that which is related to 
bhakti, he becomes free from the bondage of action. In other words, his 
bondage to the illusory material world is destroyed. This conclusion is 
verified in Sri Isopanisad (1.1): 

isavasyam idam sarvam yat kinca jagatyam jagat 
tena tyaktena bhunjitha ma grdhah kasya svid dhanam 

Everything moving and non-moving in the entire universe is 

pervaded and enjoyed by Paramesvara, the Supreme Controller. 

All moving and non-moving objects in this world are to be enjoyed 
only by Paramesvara, the sole enjoyer of this world. The jivas are the 
servants of Bhagavan. They should engage in service to Him, using 
this universe as an instrument, and they should maintain their lives 
by accepting His remnants. The supreme duty of the jivas is to render 
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loving service to Sri Bhagavan by using His property, being devoid of 
a desire to accept that property as the object of their own enjoyment. 
In this way, the jlvas do not become bound by their actions: 

kurvann eveha karmani jijivisec chatam samah 
evam tvayi nanyatheto ’sti na karma lipyate nare 

Sri Isopanisad (1.2) 

One may aspire to live for hundreds of years if he continuously 
goes on working in that way, for that sort of work will not bind 
him to the law of action. There is no alternative to this for man.* 

Verse 40 

H^cTT 'R^TlcT ll^o || 

nehabhikramu-naso ’sti pratyavdyo na vidyate 
svalpam apy asya dharmasya trayate mahato bhayat 

na - no; i ha - in this ( bhakti-yoga ); abhikrama - endeavours; nasah - 
destruction; asti - there is; pratyavayah - flaw; na - no; vidyate - there 
is; su-alpam - a very little; api - even; asya dharmasya - of this yoga', 
trayate - delivers; mahatah - from great; bhayat - danger. 

Endeavours on the path of bhakti-yoga are neither fruitless, nor 
do they contain any flaw. Even a little practice frees one from 
the great danger of transmigrating endlessly within the cycle of 
repeated birth and death in this material world. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: O Arjuna, yoga (buddhi-yoga ) is of two types: (1) 
bhakti-yoga in the form of hearing and chanting and (2) bhagavad- 
arpita-niskama-karma-yoga, which entails surrendering the fruits of 
one’s selfless actions to Sri Bhagavan. In the Gita (2.47), Sri Krsna 
says, “O Arjuna, you have the qualification to perform action (karma) 
only.” Now, before karma-yoga is described, bhakti-yoga is being 
delineated. The Gita (2.45) states, “O Arjuna, situate yourself beyond 
the three modes of material nature.” This statement certainly means 
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that bhakti is beyond the three modes, because it is only by bhakti 
that a person can transcend the modes of nature. This is well known 
from the Eleventh Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam. Jridna and karma are 
described as being in the modes of goodness and passion respectively, 
which proves that they are not beyond the three modes of nature. 

Bhagavad-arpita-niskama-karma-yoga is bhakti that is characterized 
by offering the fruits of one’s karma (action) to Sri Bhagavan. It does 
not allow the karma to go in vain, as is the case with the performance 
of prescribed duty that is not offered to Bhagavan. However, because 
devotion is not predominant in such activities, they are not accepted as 
actual bhakti. If prescribed duty (karma) in which the fruits are offered 
to Sri Bhagavan were accepted as bhakti, then what would constitute 
karma ? If one says that karma is only action that is not offered to Sri 
Bhagavan, one is not correct. Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.5.12) states that one 
of the characteristics of brahma (the effulgence of Sri Bhagavan) is that 
it is inactive ( niskarma ). Being identical with the mood of inactivity, 
it is called naiskarmya. Knowledge of brahma is without any material 
motivation and faultless, but even that is not praiseworthy because 
it is devoid of bhakti. How, then, can action that is performed with 
personal desire ( sakdma-karma) and selfless action ( niskama-karma), 
be praiseworthy if they are not offered to Bhagavan, since they are 
troublesome in both the stages of practice and the final attainment? 

According to the above-mentioned statement spoken by Sri Narada 
( Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.5.12), karma that is not offered to Sri Bhagavan 
is useless. Therefore, only that bhakti which is characterized by 
hearing and chanting has been accepted as the practice to attain the 
sweetness of the lotus feet of Sri Bhagavan. Nevertheless, selfless 
action that is offered to Sri Bhagavan, or niskama-karma-yoga , is also 
worthy of consideration. Both types of yoga (bhakti-yoga and niskama- 
karma-yoga) are to be understood by the word buddhi-yoga. This is 
evident from the statements of Bhagavad-gita such as, “I bestow upon 
them that buddhi-yoga by which they can attain Me,” (Gita 10.10) and 
“O Dhananjaya, compared to buddhi-yoga, action with fruitive desire 
(sakdma-karma) is very insignificant” (Gita 2.49). 

Now, this verse beginning with neha explains the glory of devotion 
to Bhagavan that is free from the modes of material nature (nirguna- 
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bhakti), which is characterized by hearing and chanting. Sri Bhagavan 
says, “The benefit that comes from practising even the initial steps of 
bhakti-yoga can never be destroyed, and thus it does not have the fault 
of becoming lost. Conversely, if a person starts to perform karma- 
yoga but does not complete it, the result of whatever karma he has 
performed is lost, and fault is incurred.” 

The question may be raised, “Can the result of bhakti be attained 
by those who desire to follow the process but are unable to perform it 
properly?” Sri Krsna responds with svalpam, which means that even if 
their practice of bhakti has only just begun, the result is never lost and 
one will be delivered from this material world. The life histories of 
Ajamila and others are evidence of this. Srimad-Bhagavatam (6.16.44) 
also states that just by once hearing Sri Bhagavan’s name, even a 
low class dog-eater is freed from the great fear caused by material 
existence. Moreover, in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.29.20), it is stated: 

na hy angopakrame dhvamso mad-dharmasyoddhavanv api 
may a vyavasitah samyan nirgunatvad anasisah 

O Uddhava, because I have personally determined the trans¬ 
cendental nature of this dharma, even if one improperly performs 
selfless action performed for pure bhakti, in the form of hearing 
and chanting, there is no possibility of the slightest loss. 

The purport of these statements of Srimad Bhagavad-gita and 
Srimad-Bhagavatam seems to be the same, but the above statement of 
Bhagavatam has a special characteristic. If an object is transcendental, 
it is never destroyed. This is the only point worthy of deliberation in 
this context. One may argue that selfless action offered to Sri Bhagavan 
can also become transcendental to the modes of nature by His grace, 
but this is not a fact. Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.25.23) gives evidence of 
this: “Obligatory and occasional duties ( nitya and naimittika karma) 
that are performed without any fruitive desire and offered to Me are 
considered to be in the mode of goodness.” In other words, they are 
not transcendental to the three modes of material nature. 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Here, buddhi-yoga is described 
as being of two types. The first is bhakti-yoga in the form of hearing and 
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chanting, and the second is niskama-karma-yoga wherein the results 
of karma are offered to Sri Bhagavan without motive. Of these two, 
the first is primary bhakti-yoga and the second is secondary bhakti- 
yoga. In fact, bhakti-yoga is completely transcendental to the modes 
of nature. No irregularities, faults or unwanted reactions can occur 
in the beginning of one’s practice nor in the course of one’s practice, 
even if for some reason one is unable to complete it. Rather, a little 
performance of bhakti-yoga delivers the practitioner from the terrible 
dangers of the material world and makes his life successful by giving 
him the service of Sri Bhagavan. 

The following example can be cited. Because Bharata Maharaja 
became attached to a deer, he was not able to complete the full process 
of bhakti. Although in his next birth he took the body of a deer, the 
influence of his previous life’s performance of bhakti enabled him 
to associate with pure devotees of Bhagavan. Taking birth again, 
he became the highest class of devotee, an uttama-bhagavata, and 
performed service to Sri Bhagavan. Therefore, Bhagavan says in the 
Gita (6.40), “ partha naiveha namutra vinasas tasya vidyate - a person 
who has fallen from the path of bhakti is never lost in this world or in 
the next, nor does he ever obtain a miserable condition.” 

On the other hand, in bhagavad-arpita-niskama-karma-yoga, even 
if the fruits of one’s actions are offered to Bhagavan, they are still 
referred to as karma-yoga, not bhakti-yoga. By first performing karma- 
yoga, the heart becomes purified and eventually one attains bhakti- 
yoga. Therefore, this karma-yoga only aims at bhakti indirectly, from 
far away. Unlike pure bhakti, karma-yoga is not transcendental, nor 
is it free from material contamination. Rather, it is called karma in 
the mode of goodness. Moreover, if a person does not perform this 
karma perfectly or if he does not complete his practice, it may become 
lost and he will incur some unwanted reactions. However, as stated in 
Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.25.23): rnad-arpanam nisphalam va sattvikam 
nija-karma tat. If a practitioner of bhakti begins to perform this bhakti- 
yoga even slightly but leaves the path due to his own incapability, or 
if his practices cease due to his sudden, untimely death while he is in 
either the beginning or intermediate stage, his endeavours in bhakti 
will never go in vain. In other words, his endeavours do not become 
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faulty nor does he incur any sin, even if he is unable to complete the 
process. In his next life, the practitioner will continue from that same 
point from where his performance of bhakti-yoga was obstructed. 
The presiding deity of bhakti-yoga, Sri Krsna or Bhakti-devi herself, 
makes all these arrangements. In this context, there is one important 
point to note. If a practitioner has faith, but due to ignorance there 
are some irregularities in his performance, the results of bhakti-yoga 
will never be lost nor does he incur sin. However, if someone offends 
the spiritual master, the Vaisnavas or anything that belongs to Sri 
Bhagavan or is related to Him, such as Tulasi, Yamuna or the holy 
dhama, that person’s bhakti-yoga can be completely ruined. 

Verse 41 

o2Tc|'?TFTlfrTT^R | 

“T|?TP31 <M«s;4)do4c|TI|RHIH,ll^ II 

vyavasayatmika buddhir ekeha kuru-nandana 
bahu-sakha by anantas ca buddhayo ’vyavasayinam 

vyavasaya-atmika - of a resolute nature; buddhih - intelligence; eka - 
one-pointed; iha - on this path of bhakti ; kuru-nandana - O child of the 
Kurus; bahu-sakhah - many-branched; hi - certainly; anantah - endlessly; 
ca - and; buddhayah - the intelligence; avyavasayinam - of the irresolute 
(opposed to bhakti). 

O son of the Kuru dynasty, the resolute intelligence of those who 
are on this path of bhakti is one-pointed, but the intelligence of 
those who are averse to bhakti branches endlessly. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Of all types of intelligence, intelligence that is 
aimed at bhakti-yoga is supreme. Bhagavan explains this by speaking 
the above verse beginning with vyavasaya: “Resolute intelligence 
in bhakti-yoga is one-pointed.” He describes the mood of one who 
possesses such intelligence as follows: “The instructions that my 
gurudeva has given me about sravanam, kirtanam, smaranam, pada- 
sevanam, etc. of Sri Bhagavan are my spiritual practice, my perfection 
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and my very life. I am unable to relinquish them in either the stage 
of practice (sadhana) or in the stage of perfection ( sadhya ). My single 
desire and only engagement is to follow those instructions. Besides 
this, I have no other desire or engagement, even in my dreams. There 
is no loss for me, whether 1 attain happiness or misery by following 
them, or whether my material life is destroyed or not.” This type of 
resolute intelligence is possible only in pure bhakti , which is free from 
hypocrisy and cheating, ft is said in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.20.28): 

tato bhajeta mam pritah / sraddhalur drdha-niscayah 

Knowing that all perfection is achieved through bhakti alone, a 
man of resolute faith will perform bhajana of Me, with devotion. 

Only by bhakti can intelligence become one-pointed. Sri Bhagavan 
elaborates on this by referring to that which has many branches 
(bahu-sakhdh). Because there are unlimited desires in karma-yoga, the 
intelligence that is applied to it is also of unlimited types. Similarly, 
because in karma-yoga there are unlimited varieties of sadhana, or 
practices, it has unlimited branches. In the initial stage of jhana-yoga, 
one fixes one’s intelligence in selfless action, to purify the heart. When 
the heart is purified, the practitioner fixes his intelligence in the 
renunciation of fruitive action, or karma-sannyasa. Having attained 
this stage, one then fixes one’s intelligence in knowledge, or jnana. 
When one realizes that even jnana is unsuccessful and unable to grant 
service to the lotus feet of Sri Bhagavan, one fixes one’s intelligence 
in bhakti. In Srimad-Bhagavatam (n.19.1) it is said, “jhanam ca mayi 
sannyaset -jnana must also be offered to Me.” 

According to the above statement of Sri Bhagavan, after attaining the 
stage of jnana, one has to fix one’s intelligence in the renunciation of 
jnana. Therefore, intelligence is of unlimited varieties. Since karma, jnana 
and bhakti all ought to be performed, their branches are also unlimited. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Of the three types of buddhi- 
yoga - karma, jnana and bhakti - only that intelligence (buddhi) which 
is related to pure bhakti-yoga is supreme. The exclusive aim and object 
of the primary form of bhakti-yoga is Vrajendra-nandana Sri Krsna, 
and that intelligence which is related only to Him is called aikantik I 
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or ananya (one-pointed or exclusive). The practitioners of such 
exclusive devotion are free from the desires for mundane enjoyment 
and liberation; thus they are non-duplicitous and their intelligence 
resolute. Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura comments on Srimad- 
Bhagavatam (11.2 o. 2 8) as follows: “They resolutely think, ‘Even if there are 
millions of obstacles in the performance of my bhajana, even if I lose my 
life, if I have to go to hell because of offences or if lust overpowers me, 
I can never give up bhakti, whatever the circumstance may be. I will 
not perform jnana and karma, even if Lord Brahma himself orders 
me to. Under no circumstances can I give up bhakti.’ Only this type 
of determination can be called unflinching, or niscayatmikd buddhi.” 

Due to lack of such exclusive nistha in Bhagavan, a person’s 
intelligence remains engaged in karma-yoga and jnana-yoga. His 
intelligence is called many-branched because of a variety of aims and 
objectives, such as the pleasures in this world or the next that are 
related to profit ( labha ), adoration ( puja) and distinction ( pratistha). 
His intelligence is filled with unlimited desires. 

According to the Vaisnava spiritual masters, Sri Krsna Himself is the 
non-dual, original, Supreme Absolute Reality. He is called nirguna due 
to His being simultaneously beyond the material qualities of goodness, 
passion and ignorance and also endowed with all transcendental 
qualities such as opulence, sweetness, compassion and affection for 
His devotees. However, modern people who are uneducated and bereft 
of tattva-jnana and whose intelligence is covered by illusion consider 
brahma, the Absolute Truth, to be without transformations ( nirvikara), 
without variety (nirvisesa) and untainted ( niranjana ). They accept Him 
as being beyond the modes of nature, in a mundane sense only. 

They consider the pastime incarnations ( lila-avataras ) of the Lord to 
be the impersonal brahma but covered by maya, and that His form and 
His qualities such as compassion are illusory and therefore material 
like their own. They say that by worshipping brahma endowed with 
material qualities ( saguna-brahma ), their hearts will gradually become 
purified and they will become one with the impersonal brahma devoid 
of material qualities ( nirguna-brahma ). 

The establishment of such conclusions is as useless as trying to strike 
the sky, because scriptures such as the Bhagavad-gita, which describe 
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the transcendental form and characteristics of Sri Bhagavan, refute 
this despicable concept in every regard. Therefore, pure devotion to 
the transcendental Absolute Reality, Sri Krsna, who is endowed with 
all transcendental qualities, is called nirguna-bhakti. In Sola Sridhara 
Svamfs commentary on Srlmad-Bhagavatam (3.29.11), he explains 
nirguna-bhakti to be of one kind only, one-pointed ( aikantika ). Srila 
Sukadeva Gosvami has stated in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (3.29.7-10) that 
because sakama-bhakti is performed with various material desires, it 
has unlimited branches such as tdmasika-sakdma-bhakti, or materially 
motivated devotion mixed with the material mode of ignorance. 

Verse 42 

^riftrqf orref i 

^cTT^cTT: HRTSTrfrrff ^rf^T:||^ll 

yam imam puspitam vacam pravadanty avipascitah 
veda-vada-ratah partha nanyad astiti vadinah 

yam imam - all these; puspitam - flowery; vacam - statements; 
pravadanti - proclaim; avipascitah -the foolish; veda-vada-ratah - attached 
to the statements of the Vedas; partha - O Partha; na anyat - no other 
(superior principle); asti - there is; iti - thus; vadinah - they say. 

O Partha, those who are foolish reject the real meanings of the Vedas 
out of attachment to ornamental statements that glorify the pursuit 
of celestial pleasures but which yield only poisonous effects. There 
is no higher truth, they say, than these proclamations. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Irresolute persons with material desires are 
extremely dull-witted. To explain this, Sri Bhagavan speaks this 
verse beginning with yam imam. The phrase puspitam vacah implies 
that these statements of the Vedas are only temporarily pleasing, 
just like flowery creepers that are poisonous. Pravadanti refers to 
those who accept such Vedic statements as the summum bonum. 
Those whose hearts have been captivated by such statements have 
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no resolute intelligence. This verse is in natural sequence with Gita 
2.44 ( bhogaisvarya-prasaktanam ). It is impossible for such people to 
have resolute intelligence, so this instruction is not given for them. 
What to speak of being devoid of resolute intelligence, Sri Bhagavan 
even says that they are fools ( avipascitah ). This is because they accept 
as the ultimate objective of the Vedas the declaration of flowery 
statements such as, “By performing the caturmasya-vrata (a four 
month period of austerities) one will attain imperishable results” or 
“After drinking celestial nectar (soma-rasa) one becomes immortal.” 
They also speculate that beyond this there is no such thing as a 
Supreme Controller. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The prime objective estab¬ 
lished in the Vedas is the original Supreme Person, Sri Krsna, 
and prema-bhakti to Him. If one does not understand this, one’s 
intelligence will be inappropriately placed in the exterior meanings 
of the Vedas, which initially appear very attractive and sweet to the 
ear but which ultimately deliver a fearsome result. Sri Krsna has 
further clarified this later in the Gita (2.45) by stating that the Vedas 
deal mostly with materialistic topics, traigunya-visaya vedah. Also in 
Srlmad-Bhagavatam (4.29.47) one is warned to be careful of the 
assertions of the Vedas: 

tasmat karmasu barhismann ajnanad artha-kasisu 
martha-drstim krthah srotra sparsisv asprsta-vastusu 

O King Pracinabarhisat, only out of ignorance do the ritualistic 
activities mentioned in the Vedas appear as the ultimate objective. 
Though their accounts are alluring to the ear, in fact they are 
devoid of any connection with the Absolute Truth. Therefore, 
disregard them. 


Verse 43 
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kamatmanah svarga-para janma-karma-phala-pradam 
kriya.-visesa-bahnla.rh bhogaisvarya-gatim prati 

kama-atmanah - those whose hearts are polluted with lust; svarga- 
parah - desirous of entering heaven; janma-karma-phala - good birth and 
fruitive results; pradam - awarding; kriya-visesa - elaborate Vedic rituals; 
bahulam - many; bhoga - sense enjoyment; aisvarya - opulence; gatim - 
the goal; prati - towards. 

Dedicated to attaining the heavenly planets, those whose hearts 
are contaminated by lust perform many elaborate sacrificial 
rituals that bestow aristocratic birth and award the results of their 
fruitive activities. They declare these to be the highest objective of 
the Vedas. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: What type of statements do these people follow? 
In response, it is said that such people follow those statements which 
discuss in detail the increased performance of the various practices by 
which they will attain material enjoyment and wealth; even though 
such activities result in repeated birth within the cycle of fruitive work. 


Verse 44 


'oqcnFTRTrfrq^T 


cFTTqicr^TPTI 


bhogaisvarya-prasaktanam tayapahrta-cetasam 
vyavasayatmika buddhih samadhau na vidhiyate 


bhoga - to material enjoyment; aisvarya - and opulence; prasaktanam - 
for those who are attached; taya - by that (the statements of the Vedas); 
apahrta-cetasam - for those whose minds are captivated; vyavasaya- 
atmika - the resolute; buddhih - intelligence; samadhau - in trance (on 
the Supreme Lord); na vidhiyate - there does not take place. 


Those who are attached to enjoyment and opulence, and whose minds 
have been captured by these flowery words, do not attain the resolute 
intelligence for exclusive absorption ( samadhi ) in Sri Bhagavan. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: Those whose minds have been captivated by 
such flowery statements become attached to material enjoyment and 
opulence. Such persons are unable to place their intelligence in a 
resolute, or concentrated, manner upon the Supreme Controller, and 
thus they are unable to attain samadhi. 

Verse 45 

ftsNft aTTr^R II xq, II 

traigunya-visaya veda nistraigunyo bhavarjuna 
nirdvandvo nityasattvastho niryoga-ksema atmavan 

trai-gunya - of the three modes of material nature; visayah - subject 
matter; vedah - all the Vedas; nistraigunyah - free from the three modes; 
bhava - be; arjuna - O Arjuna; nirdvandvah - be free from duality (in the 
form of mundane honour and dishonour); nitya-sattva-sthah - situated 
always in pure goodness; niryoga-ksemah - detached from the tendency 
to preserve and acquire; atma-van - situated in the self (being connected 
through the intelligence given by Me). 

O Arjuna, give up being influenced by the three binding forces 
of material nature that are described in the Vedas and become 
established in transcendence, which is beyond them. Be free 
from all dualities, such as honour and dishonour, and do not be 
concerned about acquiring assets or maintaining what you have. 
Become situated in spiritual existence by using the intelligence 
awarded by Me. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: “Becoming detached from the means to attain the 
four materialistic pursuits of religiosity ( dharma ), wealth ( artha ), sense 
gratification ( kama ) and liberation ( moksa ), take exclusive shelter of 
bhakti-yoga.” With this intention Sri Bhagavan is speaking this verse 
beginning with traigunya, because the Vedas predominantly illuminate 
the subject matters of karma, jiidna, etc., which are composed of 
the three modes of material nature, otherwise called the gunas. The 
meaning of the word traigunya is formed by adding the suffix syaii. 

hi 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Srimad Bhagavad-gita 


Chapter 2 


Since, in the Vedas, there are excessive descriptions of karma and 
jnana, according to the logic of bhumna-vyapadesa-bhavanti, wherein 
the title of a work is based on what is prominent in its composition, the 
Vedas are called traigunya (pertaining to the three modes of nature). 
Only bhakti, however, can take one to Sri Bhagavan. This is the verdict 
of the Mathara Sruti. The Svetasvatara Upanisad states: “yasya deve 
para bhaktir yatha deve tatha gurau - the meaning of the Vedas can 
only be revealed to one who has the same transcendental devotion to 
both Sri Bhagavan and to one’s spiritual master.” 

Devotion that is free from the contamination of material nature is 
the only subject matter of the Srnrtis, such as the Pancaratra and the 
Upanisads. This includes the Gltopanisad ( Bhagavad-gita ) and the Gopala- 
tapanl Upanisad. If it were accepted that bhakti is not described in the 
Vedas, bhakti would become unauthoritative. Therefore, Krsna directs 
Arjuna to become free from the Vedic injunctions promoting jnana and 
karma, which are under the influence of the modes of material nature. 
He tells him not to perform them but to always follow the process for 
achieving bhakti as stated in the Vedas. It is mentioned in Brahma-yamala 
Parana, “The pretentious display of exclusive devotion to Sri Hari, in 
which the process of pancaratra (ritualistic worship) recommended in 
scriptures such as the Srutis, the Srnrtis and the Puranas is neglected, 
results only in eventual disturbance.” This mistake or fault is inexcusable. 

Those subject matters of the Vedas that pertain to the modes of material 
nature ( saguna ) and those that are beyond the modes of material nature 
(gunatita) are called respectively traigunya (within the three gunas) and 
nistraigunya (free from the three gunas). Sri Krsna says, “Of the two, pursue 
only nistraigunya. Become free from the three gunas by the influence of 
My nirguna-bhakti. Only then will you become free from dualities such as 
honour and dishonour. Therefore, remain exclusively in the association 
of My devotees who are always situated in eternal transcendence.” 

Here, the explanation of how to become situated in pure tran¬ 
scendence ( visuddha-sattva-guna ) will contradict the explanation on 
becoming free from the three modes of material nature. To achieve that 
which is lacking is called yoga, and to protect that which one possesses 
is called ksema. By the word niryoga-ksema, Sri Bhagavan is telling 
Arjuna to become free from the concern for both yoga and ksema. “Upon 
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becoming overpowered by a taste for My bhakti-rasa, achieving both 
that which is lacking (yoga) and protecting that which one possesses 
( ksema ) will not be a cause for concern.” Sri Bhagavan states in the Gita 
(9.22), “I personally carry what My devotee lacks and 1 preserve what he 
has.” He is displaying His affection for His devotees by stating, “Because 
1 carry the burden of their maintenance, there is no need for them to 
separately endeavour for it.” Atmavan means ‘become a person endowed 
with intelligence granted by Me’. 

Now the words nistraigunya and traigunya are being discussed. In 
Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.25.23-29) it is said: 

mad-arpanam nisphalam va sattvikam nija-karma tat 
rajasam phala-sankalpam himsa-prayadi-tamasam 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.25.23) 

Know that action offered to Sri Bhagavan without the desire to 
enjoy the fruits ( niskama-karma ) is in the mode of goodness. That 
action which is performed with a desire for the fruit is in the mode 
of passion, while action performed with violence or envy is in the 
mode of ignorance. 

In the above verse (11.25.23) nisphalam va implies that occasional 
duties ( naimittika-karma ) are performed without fruitive desires. 

kaivalyam sattvikam jnanam rajo vaikalpikam cay at 
prakrtam tamasam jnanam man-nistham nirgunarh smrtam 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.25.24) 

Knowledge related to the self, which is beyond the conception of 
the body, is knowledge in the mode of goodness. Knowledge related 
to the body, which, through the false conception of T and ‘mine’, 
one considers oneself to be the doer and the enjoyer, is in the mode 
of passion. Knowledge of inert matter, the mundane world or the 
body is in the mode of ignorance, while knowledge related to Me is 
transcendental, beyond the modes of material nature. 

vanam tu sattviko vaso gramo rajasa ucyate 
tamasam dyuta-sadanam man-niketam tu nirgunam 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.25.25) 
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To live in the forest is in the mode of goodness, to live in the 
village is in the mode of passion, to live in a gambling house is 
in the mode of ignorance and to live where I live (the temple) is 
transcendental, beyond the modes of nature. 

sattvikah karako ’sangl ragandho rajasah smrtah 
tamasah smrti-vibhrasto nirguno mad-apasrayah 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.25.26) 

The doer who is not attached to the result of his action is in the 
mode of goodness, the doer who is blinded by attachment is in 
the mode of passion, the doer who has lost his memory is in the 
mode of ignorance, and the doer who has taken complete shelter 
of Me is transcendental. 

sattviky adhyatmikl sraddha karma-sraddha tu rajasi 
tamasy adharme yd sraddha mat-sevayam tu nirguna 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.25.27) 

Faith related to the self is in the mode of goodness, faith related 
to action is in the mode of passion, faith related to irreligious 
activities is in the mode of ignorance, and faith related to My 
service is transcendental. 

pathyam putam anayas tam aharyam sattviham smrtam 
rajasam cendriya-prestham tamasam cartidasuci 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.25.28) 

Food that is wholesome, pure and easily available is in the mode 
of goodness, food that is pungent, sour and gives pleasure to the 
senses, is in the mode of passion. Food that is impure and the 
cause of misery is in the mode of ignorance, and that food that is 
offered to Me is transcendental. 

According to Srila Sridhara Svami, the word ca in this verse 
( Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.25.28) means ‘that which is offered to Sri 
Bhagavan is transcendental, or nirguna’. 

sattviham sukham atmottham visayottham tu rajasam 
tamasam moha-dainyottham nirgunam mad-apasrayam 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.25.29) 
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Happiness that comes from the self is in the mode of goodness, 
happiness that comes from sense objects is in the mode of passion, 
happiness that comes from delusion and depravity is in the 
mode of ignorance, and happiness that comes in relation to Me is 
transcendental. 

After explaining objects that exemplify the three modes of material 
nature, in the above-mentioned Srimad-Bhagavatam verses (11.25.23- 
29), Sri Bhagavan further explains how to attain perfection in realizing 
the nature of an object that is beyond the three gunas. He says that 
only by performing bhakti that is beyond the modes of material nature 
(1 nirguna-bhakti ) can one conquer the influence of the modes, or gunas, 
that exist within oneself. This is stated in the following verses: 

dravyam desah phalam kalo jnanam karma ca karakah 
sraddhavasthakrtir nistha traigunyah sarva eva hi 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (n.25.30) 

Everything material, such as the substance, place, results, 
time, knowledge, action, the agent, faith, situation, form and 
determination, are all within the jurisdiction of the three modes 
of material nature. 

sarve gunamaya bhavah purusavyakta-dhisthitah 
drstarh srutam anudhyatam buddhya va purusarsabha 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.25.31) 

O best of human beings, whatever states of being that are heard, 
seen or conceived of that exist between the purusa (the enjoying 
self) and prakrti (material nature) are comprised of the three 
modes of nature. 

etah samsrtayah putirso guna-karma-nibandhanah 
yeneme nirjitah saumya gunajivena citta-jah 
bhakti-yogena man-nistho mad-bhavaya prapadyate 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.25.32) 

O gentle one, all the material conditions of the living entity are 
born from action performed in the three modes of nature. Only 
those living entities who, by practising bhakti-yoga, have conquered 
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these modes become endowed with nistha, or steadiness of mind, 
and are able to attain Me. 

Therefore, only by bhakti that is beyond the modes of nature can 
one conquer the three modes of nature. This is not possible by any 
other means. In response to the question asked in the Gita (14.21) 
u katham caitams trln gunan ativartate - how can one conquer the three 
modes of material nature?” it is later said in the Gita (14.26): 

mam cayo ’vyabhicarena bhakti-yogena sevate 
sa gunan samatltyaitan brahma-bhuyaya kalpate 

Only those who render service to Me with one-pointed devotion 
can transcend the three modes of nature and become qualified to 
realize transcendence. 

In his commentary on this verse (Gita 14.26) Srila Sridhara 
Svanh says, “Ca is emphatic. That is, those who exclusively perform 
unblemished and unflinching devotional service to Me, the Supreme 
controller, or Paramesvara, can conquer the modes of material nature.” 

SArARTHA-VARSIN! PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The four materialistic pur¬ 
suits of religiosity (dharma), wealth (artha), sense gratification (kama) 
and liberation ( moksa ) are called catur-varga (the four goals of human 
life). Bhakti is the fifth goal. Although the Vedic scriptures have 
described the paths of karma, jhana and bhakti as various practices for 
the jlvas, one can only attain Sri Bhagavan by giving up all other paths 
and engaging exclusively in pure devotion. This is also made clear by 
studying the following two verses from the Srlmad-Bhagavatam: 

bhaktyaham ekaya grahyah sraddhayatma priyah satam 
bhaktih punati man-nistha sva-pakan api sambhavat 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.14.z1) 

I can only be attained through bhakti that is performed with full 
faith. I am naturally dear to My devotees, who take Me as the 
exclusive goal of their devotional practices. Even the dog-eaters 
can purify themselves of their lower birth and ultimately attain Me 
by performing devotional service to Me. 
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na sadhayati mam yogo na sankhyam dharma uddhava 
na svadhyayas tapas tyago yatha bhaktir mamorjita 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (n.14.20) 

O Uddhava, yoga, analytical philosophy, study of the Vedas, per¬ 
formance of difficult austerities and charity cannot control Me as 
does exclusive devotion to Me. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura says, “The scriptures contain two types 
of subjects: uddista and nirdista. The highest goal of a scripture is called 
uddista-visaya, and the instructions that indicate the uddista-visaya 
are called nirdista-visaya. For example, because the Arundhati star is 
so dim, it is very difficult to be seen in the sky without assistance. If 
someone’s objective is to see it, his indicator will be the biggest star 
closest to it. So if Arundhati is the subject, the uddista-visaya, then the 
biggest star closest to it is the nirdista-visaya. All the Vedas indicate 
that the Absolute Reality beyond the three modes ( nirguna-tattva ) is 
the subject matter of the Vedas, it is the uddista-visaya. But because 
that Absolute Reality cannot be understood immediately, the Vedas 
first describe saguna-tattva, which is the nirdista-visaya. 

“Maya , consisting of the three modes of nature, namely, goodness, 
passion and ignorance, initially appears to be the subject matter of the 
Vedas. Sri Krsna therefore says, ‘O Arjuna, do not remain entangled 
in this nirdista-visaya. Rather, attain the transcendental entity, or that 
which has been indicated to be the real subject matter of the Vedas, 
the uddista-tattva, and become free from the modes of nature. Some 
parts of the Vedic literatures have prescribed karma based on the modes 
of passion and ignorance. Other parts prescribe knowledge based 
on the mode of goodness, and specific parts explain the practice of 
pure bhakti, which is free from the modes. You should attain pure 
spiritual existence by becoming free from dualities such as honour 
and dishonour. In other words, by associating with My devotees, 
renounce the endeavour for acquisition (yoga) and preservation 
(ksema ) sought after by the processes of acquiring knowledge and 
performing prescribed duties, become free from the modes of nature 
by the process of buddhi-yoga! ” 
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Verse 46 

^TTcnRsf ^TH TlcfcT: I 

cTTcTFT ¥I?WT f^TFTcT: ll^ll 

yavan artha udapane sarvatah, samplutodake 
tavan sarvesu vedesu brahmanasya vijanatah 

yavan- whatever; arthah- purpose; uda-pane -by (many) wells; sarvatah- 
in all respects; sampluta-udake - served by a large lake; tavan - that many 
(purposes); sarvesu - within all; vedesu - the Vedas; brahmanasya - of the 
devotee brahmana; vijanatah - who has knowledge (of the Vedas). 

The various necessities served by many small wells can easily be 
served by a large lake. Similarly, whatever results are attained by the 
worship of various demigods, as described in the Vedas, can easily 
be attained through the worship of Sri Bhagavan by a brahmana 
endowed with devotion who knows the essence of the Vedas. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Krsna continues, “Oh, what more can I say 
about the glories of that bhakti-yoga, which is free from both material 
desires and the modes of material nature! Even initial endeavours in 
bhakti are neither lost nor adverse in their effect.” Also in Srimad- 
Bhagavatam (11.29.20), Sri Krsna has told Uddhava: 

na hy angopakrame dhvamso mad-dharmasyoddhavanv api 
mayd vyavasitah samyan nirgunatvad anasisah 

O Uddhava, because I have personally determined the 
transcendental nature of this process, even if selfless action 
performed for pure bhakti in the form of hearing and chanting is 
improperly performed, there is no possibility of the slightest loss. 

However, in this context, resolute intelligence, or vyavasaydtmika- 
buddhi, also indicates devotion performed with material desires 
( sakama-bhakti-yoga ). To prove this, Sri Bhagavan uses an example 
when He speaks the verse beginning with yavan. Since udapane is 
a singular noun, it has been used in a similar case. Here, the word 
udapane indicates a group of wells. Many purposes are fulfilled by 
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different weils. One welf is used for cleaning after evacuation, one 
for brushing teeth, one for washing cloth, one for cleaning hair, 
one for bathing and one for drinking water. The different purposes 
fulfilled by various wells can all be fulfilled by a large reservoir of 
water, ft is laborious to go to different wells for various purposes, 
but it takes no labour to go to one reservoir. Moreover, a small well 
often has salty water, but water from a large lake is sweet. One should 
deliberate on this difference between a well and a lake. Similarly, the 
different fruits one attains through worshipping various demigods 
by the procedures described in the Vedas can all be attained simply 
by worshipping Sri Bhagavan. The word brahmanasya means ‘those 
who know brahma (Veda)’. Only a brahmana knows the Vedas, but 
beyond Vedic knowledge is the knowledge of the real brahmanas, 
who specifically know bhakti as the ultimate meaning of the Vedas. 
Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.3.2) also states: 

brahma-varcasa-kamas tuyajeta brahmanah patim 
indram indriya-kamas tu praja-kamah prajapatin 

A person desiring the brahma effulgence should worship Brahma, 
the master of the Vedas. A person desiring satisfaction of the senses 
should worship Indra. A person desiring progeny should worship the 
Prajapatis, while a person desiring wealth should worship Durga. 

After this it is said: 

akamah sarva-kamo va moksa-kama udara-dhih 
tivrena bhakti-yogena yajeta purusam param 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.3.10) 

Whether one is free from desires, full of desires or desirous of 
liberation, one should, having attained a higher intelligence, 
worship the Supreme Personality Sri Bhagavan, with intense 
bhakti-yoga. 

Just as the rays of the sun are very intense when the sky is free from 
clouds, similarly, bhakti-yoga, which is devoid of jhana and karma, 
is also very intense. One’s intelligence becomes many-branched by 
worshipping a number of demigods to fulfil various desires. Only Sri 
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Bhagavan, however, can fulfil all of one’s desires. When even a particle 
of such intelligence is engaged in worship, it is considered to be one- 
pointed because of the superlative nature of the object of worship. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The various activities that 
can be performed by the use of separate wells can all be performed by 
using a large reservoir of water, such as a lake. Similarly, the various 
desires that can be fulfilled by worshipping many different demigods, 
according to the Vedic directives, can all be fulfilled simply by 
worshipping Bhagavan. If the heart is filled with many material desires, 
various demigods are worshipped to fulfil those desires. The resulting 
intelligence, which is many-branched, is known as a vy a v a s ay a tmika- 
buddhi. In contrast to this, the one-pointed worship of Sri Bhagavan is 
only achieved by focused, resolute intelligence. For this reason, those 
who know the Vedas explain bhakti to be the sole essence of the Vedas. 
Therefore, one’s intelligence is only resolute in bhakti-yoga. 

Verse 47 

ch^u^clir^FTTrl *TT ^FdTEFT I 

ITT ?f Tf^STr^FifinTII^ || 

karmany evadhikaras te ma phalesu kadacana 
ma karma-phala-hetur bhur ma te sango ’stv akarmani 

karmani - your prescribed duty; eva - certainly; adhiharah - a right; te - 
your; ma - never; phalesu - to the fruits (of work); kadacana - at any 
time; ma - not; karma-phala - towards the results of work; hetuh - cause; 
bhuh - be; ma - not; te - you; sangah - attachment; astu - there must be; 
akarmani - not accomplishing prescribed duties. 

You are only eligible to perform your prescribed work, but you 
have no right to the fruits of your actions. You should not consider 
yourself to be the cause of the result of your actions, nor should 
you become attached to neglecting your duties. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan is the instructor of jit ana-yoga, the 
path of spiritual advancement through transcendental knowledge; 
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bhakti-yoga, the path of loving devotion; and karma-yoga, the path 
of spiritual advancement where the fruit of one’s pious action is 
offered to the Lord. So far, He has directed His instructions about 
jnana-yoga and bhakti-yoga to His dear friend Arjuna. Now, having 
considered Arjuna’s ineligibility to perform these two processes, He 
explains selfless action, or niskama-karma-yoga, in two verses, the 
first beginning with karmani. 

By the words ma phalesu, Krsna intends to say that those who desire 
the fruits of their actions have extremely impure hearts. “Your heart, 
however, is almost pure. I know this, and that is why I am speaking 
in this way.” If one points out that any action one performs will bear 
fruit, Sri Bhagavan responds “ma karma-phala-hetur bhiih - a person 
becomes the cause of the fruit of action only when he acts with a 
desire for it. You should not act like that. I bless you not to fall into this 
category” Akarma means ‘neglecting prescribed duties’ and vikarma 
means ‘performing sinful activities’. “You should not become attached 
to either of these. Rather, you should despise them. I again bless you 
that you will be able to do this.” 

In the Gita (3.2), Arjuna says, “vyamisreneva vakyena buddhim 
mohayasiva me... - my intelligence is bewildered by Your apparently 
ambiguous instructions.” From this it should be understood that the 
previous statements in this chapter are not entirely consistent with later 
statements. But here, Sri Krsna’s inner feelings towards Arjuna are worth 
considering. “Just as I have become your subordinate by acting as your 
chariot driver, similarly you should also become a follower of My order.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Through Arjuna, Bhagavan Sri 
Krsna is giving instruction on selfless action offered to the Supreme Lord 
for those who do not have the eligibility to follow the paths of jnana-yoga 
and bhakti-yoga. In Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.3.43) it is stated u karmakarma 
vikarmeti veda-vado na laukikah - an understanding of action (karma), 
non-performance of prescribed religious duties within the varnasrama 
system (akarma), and sinful action (vikarma) can only come from the 
Vedic literature, not from the words of mundane persons.” 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “There are three 
types of karma to consider: karma, akarma and vikarma. Of these, 
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vikarma (engaging in sinful activities) and akarma (non-performance 
of prescribed religious duties within the varnasrama system) are 
extremely inauspicious. You should not desire them. Give up vikarma 
and akarma and carefully follow the path of karma. Karma is of three 
types: daily duties ( nitya-karma ), occasional duties ( naimittika-karma) 
and fruitive activities (kamya-karma). Of these three, the last is most 
inauspicious. Those who perform kamya-karma become the cause of 
the fruit of their activities, so it is for your benefit that I am telling 
you to not adopt this method of action, because if you do, you will 
become the cause of the results of your actions. You have the right 
to perform your prescribed duties, but you do not have the right to 
the fruits of any action, ft is acceptable for those who take shelter of 
yoga to perform nitya-karma and naimittika-karma, solely in order to 
maintain their lives.” 


Verse 48 

wrt ^oqrhi^ii 

yoga-sthah kuru karmani sangam tyaktvd dhananjaya 
siddhy-asiddhyoh samo bhutva samatvam yoga ucyate 

yoga-sthah - being situated in bhakti-yoga; kuru - perform; karmani - 
prescribed duties; sangam - attachment (as the performer of action); 
tyaktvd - abandoning; dhananjaya - O Dhananjaya (Arjuna); siddhi- 
asiddhyoh - in success and failure (in regards to the fruit of action); 
samah - equipoised; bhutva - having become; samatvam - equanimity; 
yogah - yoga', ucyate - is called. 

O Dhananjaya, completely give up attachment to the success or 
failure of the results of your work. Thus connected in bhakti-yoga, 
perform your prescribed duty with equanimity. Such equanimity 
is called yoga. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In this verse beginning with yoga-sthah, Sri 
Bhagavan is giving instructions on selfless action, or niskama-karma. 

122 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Sankhya-Yoga 


Verses 48-49 


He says, “Become equipoised in victory and defeat, and just perform 
your prescribed duty of engaging in this battle.” 

The result of this niskama-karma-yoga is that it culminates in jhana- 
yoga. Thus jhana-yoga is the purport of the previous verse and the 
following verse. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Intelligence which is equipoised 
in the face of the success or failure of one’s prescribed work is called yoga. 

Verse 49 

I 

durena hy avaram karma buddhi-yogad dhananjaya 
buddhau saranam anviccha krpanah phala-hetavah 

durena - (throw) far away; hi - because; avaram - is (vastly) inferior; 
karma - fruitive activity; buddhi-yogat - by the yoga of intelligence 
(selflessly offering all the fruits of one’s actions to Sri Bhagavan) 
dhananjaya - O Dhananjaya (Arjuna); buddhau - within the culture 
of intelligence ( niskama-karma ); saranam - shelter; anviccha - accept; 
krpanah - misers; phala-hetavah - desire the fruits of their activities. 

O Dhananjaya, action performed by those desirous of its fruit is 
vastly inferior to selfless action offered to the Lord. You should 
take shelter of this selfless action, niskama-karma-yoga. Those 
who desire the fruits of their action are misers. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: In speaking this verse beginning with durena, 
Sri Bhagavan is criticizing fruitive action, that is, sakama-karma or 
kamya-karma. Kamya-karma is very inferior to niskama-karma-yoga, 
which is offered to the Lord and which is also called buddhi-yoga. 
Here, the word buddhau implies performing action without the desire 
for the fruit ( niskama-karma), while buddhi-yoga implies worship of 
the Supreme Lord by selflessly offering Him the fruit of one’s work 
without attachment ( niskama-karma-yoga). 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Krpanah refers to those 
miserly persons who are unable to understand the meaning of 
niskama-karma-yoga, selfless action dedicated to Bhagavan. Such 
people are attached to the fruits of their activities, and consequently, 
they are sometimes happy and sometimes distressed. This topic has 
been explained at greater length in the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad. 

Once, there was a great assembly of realized sages in the royal court 
of Janaka Maharaja. Janaka Maharaja’s royal servants brought to that 
assembly hundreds of milk-giving cows along with their beautiful 
calves. The horns of the cows were encased in gold and their hooves in 
silver. Beautiful cloth decorated with golden ornaments graced their 
backs. Folding his hands, Janaka Maharaja addressed the sages with 
great humility. “Whoever among you is brahma-vetta (a knower of the 
Absolute), I beg you to come and accept these cows.” 

All who were assembled there began to whisper amongst themselves. 
No one dared come forward to present himself as brahma-vetta and 
take the cows. Again, Janaka Maharaja looked towards them, with 
all seriousness. This time the sage Yajnavalkya got up and told his 
students, “O boys, take these cows to my asrama." 

Hearing this, the other saints objected, saying, “Are you brahma-vetta ?” 

Maharsi Yajnavalkya said, “I offer my obeisances at the feet of those 
who are brahma-vetta. If you want to examine me or ask any question, 
please do so.” 

The various sages asked different questions and Yajnavalkya 
Maharsi gave them befitting answers. At last, the greatly learned Gargi 
humbly inquired, “Who is a miser and who is a brahmana ?” 

Yajnavalkya Maharsi’s response was this, “yo va etad aksaram gargy 
aviditvasmal lokdt praiti sa krpanah - O Gargi, that person is a miser 
who leaves this world without knowing Sri Bhagavan Acyuta, the 
Infallible Absolute Reality” ( Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad 3.8.10). 

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (6.9.49) it is said “na veda krpanah sreya 
atmano guna-vastu-drk - misers, or krpanas, are those who consider 
that the Ultimate Reality consists only of sense objects produced from 
the material modes.” Furthermore, it is stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam 
(n.19.44) “krpano yo ’jitendriyah - a miser is a person who has no 
control over his senses.” 
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Verse 50 

dj^drbl ^Idlef ^ ^rl^d I 
dH-ll^ %FT %r: imo|| 

buddhi-yukto jahatiha ubhe sukrta-duskrte 
tasmcid yogaya yujyasva yogah karmasu kausalam 

buddhi-yuktah - an intelligent person connected to Bhagavan (through 
selfless action); jahati - gives up; iha - in this birth; ubhe - both; sukrta- 
duskrte - virtue and vice; tasmat - therefore; yogaya - (being equipoised) 
in niskama-karma-yoga\ yujyasva - just engage; yogah - equipoised selfless 
action; karmasu - in (both fruitive and selfless) actions; kausalam - the art. 

One who is fixed in buddhi-yoga (pure intelligence) relinquishes 
both virtue and vice in this very life. Therefore, strive to worship the 
Supreme Lord through performing selfless action ( niskdma-karma- 
yoga). Working under the shelter of buddhi-yoga with equanimity 
in both success and failure is indeed the art of all action. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Here, the word yogaya means ‘for that yoga 
which possesses the characteristics mentioned above’ (in Gita 2.48). 
Yujyasva means ‘make an endeavour’. More specifically, it means, 
‘being equipoised, endeavour for niskama-karma-yoga, selflessly 
offering the fruit of one’s work to Bhagavan’. This is because karmasu 
means ‘among all fruitive ( sakama ) and selfless ( niskama ) actions’; yoga 
refers to the performance of karma while being indifferent to the 
results. This indeed is kausalam , expertise. 

Verse 51 

prefer dfedrbl % THTTTq: I 

karma-jam buddhi-yukta hi phalam tyaktvd manisinah 
janma-bandha-vinirmuktah padam gacchanty anamayam 


125 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Srimad Bhagavad-gita 


Chapter 2 


karma-jam - born of fruitive activities; buddhi-yuktah - united with 
Bhagavan through buddhi-yoga, or selfless action; hi - because; phalam - 
results; tyaktva - giving up; manisinah - sages; janma-bandha - from 
the bondage of birth and death; vinirmuktah - liberated; padam - the 
abode (of the Lord); gacchanti - they attain; anamayam - without misery, 
Vaikuntha. 

Enlightened sages endowed with buddhi-yoga give up the results 
born of karma. Thus becoming freed from the cycle of birth and 
death, they eventually attain Vaikuntha, the state beyond all 
mundane miseries. 


Verse 52 

^1 ^o^ldrlKMIrl I 

cT^T J l-dlU) STcTFT ^TII^II 

yadd te moha-kalilam buddhir vyatitarisyati 
tada gantasi nirvedam srotavyasya srutasya ca 

yada - when; te - your; moha - illusion; kalilam - the dense forest; 
buddhih - intelligence; vyatitarisyati - has completely crossed beyond; 
tada - at that time; gantasi - you shall become; nirvedam - indifferent; 
srotavyasya - to that which is to be heard; srutasya - to all that is already 
heard; ca - and. 

When your intelligence has completely crossed beyond the dense 
forest of illusion, you will become indifferent to all that has been 
heard and all that is to be heard. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan is speaking this verse beginning 
with yada to explain that one becomes situated in yoga by the practice 
of selflessly offering the fruits of one’s action to the Supreme Lord. 
This is called niskama-karma-yoga. “When your heart completely 
transcends the deep forest of delusion, you will become indifferent to 
all the topics that have already been heard and the various topics that 
are fit to be heard.” 
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A person may raise the question, “I have already become free from 
doubt, and f no longer am faulty of an adverse attitude, so what need 
is there for me to hear the instructions of the scriptures?” Bhagavan 
would then respond, “Even so, at present it is appropriate for you to 
practise at every moment the process I have explained.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The jivas are attached to this 
world because of their identification with the body. This is the root cause 
of material existence. As long as this material attachment remains, the 
jlvatma cannot attain knowledge of the Absolute Truth, nor can he become 
detached from the material world. Nirveda means ‘detachment from the 
material world’. It is not an easy achievement. Through the practice of 
selflessly offering the fruits of one’s work to Bhagavan, one gradually 
becomes free from the false conception that the body is the self. One then 
achieves nirveda (renunciation) from all the types of activities one has 
heard about or will hear about, and which originate from material desires 
described in the scriptures. Eventually, he engages in exclusive devotion 
to the Lord. This instruction is also in the Vedas: 

pariksya lokan karma-cittan brahmano 
nirvedam ayan nasty akrtah krtena 

Mundaka Upanisad (1.2.12) 

A brahmana who knows the Absolute Truth attains detachment 
upon understanding that the happiness and pleasure one attains 
by karma in this world or the next are temporary and distressful. 

Prahlada Maharaja has given a similar instruction: 

ady-antavanta urugaya vidanti hi tvam 
evam vimrsya sudhiyo viramanti sabdat 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (7.9.49) 

O Urukrama (one who performs wondrous activities), those who 
by discrimination realize that all objects have a beginning and 
an end give up the study of the Vedas and exclusively engage in 
bhajana to You. 
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Verse 53 

srfrlferafcTW % ^TTFTfcT FTV^Rdl | 

^rqr^NxiHi dfe-kidi TR^ri^fcr im^n 

sruti-vipratipanna te yada sthdsyati niscala 
samadhav acald buddhis tada yogam avapsyasi 

sruti-vipratipanna - from hearing the various conflicting materialistic 
statements as well as false interpretations of the Vedas; te - your; 
yada - when; sthdsyati - will become situated; niscala - detached; 
samadhau - in trance upon the Supreme Lord; acald - steadfast; 
buddhih - intelligence; tada - at that time; yogam - (the fruit of) yoga; 
avapsyasi - you shall achieve. 

When your intelligence becomes detached from hearing the 
various conflicting materialistic statements and interpretations 
of the Vedas, and when it becomes free from all other attachments 
while remaining steadfast in the Supreme Lord, you will attain 
the fruit of yoga. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Krsna is saying, “After this you will become 
detached from hearing about mundane subject matters and even mun¬ 
dane interpretations of Vedic instructions, and as a result you will become 
steadfast; your mind will not be deceived by these topics.” In the Sixth 
Chapter, also, samadhi is described as fixed, or undisturbed. Sri Bhagavan 
assures Arjuna, “Then, by having direct experience of transcendence 
through yoga, you will attain freedom from material bondage.” 

Verse 54 

ft^ldy^l'H °FT TFTlf^TFT ^ 1^1 

1 % Vi ^cf ftoHmld ?FlcT fenrim'tfll 

arjuna uvaca - 

sthita-prajnasya ka bhasa samadhi-sthasya kesava 
sthita-dhih kim prabhaseta kim asita vrajeta kim 
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arjunah uvaca - Arjuna said; sthita-prajnasya - of one whose intelligence 
is fixed; ha - what?; bhasa - (symptoms such as) speech; samadhi- 
sthasya - of one situated in trance; kesava - O Kesava; sthita-dhih - one 
with fixed intelligence; him - in what way?; prabhaseta - would he speak; 
him - how?; asita - would he sit; vrajeta - would he walk; him - how? 

Arjuna said: O Kesava, what are the symptoms of a person whose 
intelligence is fixed in samadhi? How does he speak? How does he 
sit? And how does he walk? 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In the previous verse, Arjuna heard about 
the intelligence of one fixed in trance. Arjuna now inquires about 
the symptoms of a true yogi. “How do they whose intelligence is 
undisturbed and fixed (sthita-prajna) speak? What is the symptom of 
their language? How do those in samadhi remain situated in trance? 
The designations sthita-prajna (one whose intelligence is fixed) 
and samadhi-stha (one who is situated in trance) apply to liberated 
persons. How do they speak when they face a situation of pleasure 
or misery, honour or dishonour, glorification or criticism, affection 
or envy and so on? Do they speak clearly or do they just contemplate 
within themselves? How do they sit? How do they engage their senses 
in the external world? How do they walk? In other words, how do 
their senses behave in relationship to external sense objects?” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Beginning from this verse, 
Arjuna asks Sri Krsna sixteen questions. In response, Sri Krsna 
illuminates the deep secrets of prescribed duty (karma), the path of 
spiritual advancement in which the fruit of one’s work is offered to 
Bhagavan ( karma-yoga ), the path of knowledge ( jnana ), the path of 
spiritual advancement through transcendental knowledge ( jnana- 
yoga), meditation (dhyana), austerities (tapasya), devotion mixed with 
fruitive action ( karma-misra-bhakti ), devotion mixed with empiric 
knowledge ( jnana-misra-bhakti) and pure devotion ( suddha-bhakti). 
From this verse till the Eighteenth Chapter of the Bhagavad-gita, Sri 
Krsna gives indications regarding the pure, loving devotion ( prema- 
bhakti), which is the most confidential knowledge. 
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In His conclusion to the Bhagavad-glta, He explains that one can 

have entrance into prema-bhakti through the gateway of complete 

surrender to Him. 

The sixteen questions asked by Arjuna are as follows: 

(1) “sthita-prajnasya ka bhdsa - What are the symptoms of one who is 
of fixed intelligence, sthita-prajnal” (2.54) 

(2) “jyayas I cet karmanas te - Why engage me in this ghastly warfare?” 
(3.1) 

(3) “ atha kena prayukto ’yam -What impels one to perform sinful 
acts?” (3.36) 

(4) “ aparam bhavato janma - How am I to understand that You 
previously instructed this science to Vivasvan?” (4.4) 

(5) “ sannyasam karmanam krsna - Which path is better, renunciation 
or selfless action?” (5.1) 

(6) “yo ’yam yogas tvayaproktah -This path of yoga appears impractical 
due to the unsteady nature of the mind.” (6.33) 

(7) “ ayatih sraddhayopeto - What is the destination of the unsuccessful 
transcendentalist?” (6.37) 

(8) “ him tad brahma him adhyatmam - What are brahma, karma, 
adhyatma, adhibhuta, adhidaiva and adhiyajna, and how can You 
be known at the time of death?” (8.1-2) 

(9) “vaktum arhasy asesena - Please tell me in detail about Your 
glories, or vibhutis.” (10.16) 

(10) “ evam etad yathattha tvam - I wish to see how You have entered 
this cosmic manifestation.” (11.3) 

(11) “akhyahi me ko bhavan ugra-rupo - O fierce one! Please tell me who 
You are.” (n.31) 

(12) “tesam fee yoga-vittamah - Who is more perfect, he who performs 
bhajana or the impersonalist?” (12.1) 

(13) “ prakrtim purusam caiva - I wish to know about prakrti, purusa, 
ksetra, ksetrajna, jnana and jneya.” (13.1) 

(14) “kair lirigais trrn gunan etan - By what symptoms can one identify a 
person who has transcended the three modes of material nature?” 
(14.21) 
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(15) “tesam nistha tu ka krsna - What is the situation of one who does 
not follow the principles of scripture?” (17.1) 

(16) “sannyasasya mahd-baho - O mighty-armed one, what is the 
purpose of the renounced order (sannyasa)?” (18.1) 

Verse 55 



■SRJ ^FTFT HHbldlHJ 

cpST: immi 

sri bhagavan uvaca - 

prajahati yada kaman sarvan partha mano-gatdn 
atmany evatmana tustah sthita-prajnas tadocyate 

srl bhagavan uvaca - the Personality of Godhead said; prajahati - 
he abandons; yada - when; kaman - of desire; sarvan - all types; 
partha - O Partha; manah-gatan - arising from the mind; atmani - 
within his (controlled) mind; eva - indeed; atmana - by his blissful soul; 
tustah - he is satisfied; sthita-prajnah - a person of steady intelligence; 
tada - at that time; ucyate - he is called. 

Sri Bhagavan said: O Partha, when the living entity renounces 
all material desires arising from the mind, and when, his mind 
thus controlled, he becomes completely satisfied by the blissful 
personal form of his own dtmd (self), He is to be known as s thita- 
prajna, a person of steady intelligence. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Now from this verse beginning with prajahati until 
the end of the chapter, Sri Bhagavan answers four of Arjuna’s questions 
in sequence. Sarvan denotes one who does not have a scent of material 
desire. The word mano-gatdn indicates the ability to give up material 
desires born of a non-spiritual nature, which are opposed to the nature 
of the soul. If the nature of these desires were spiritual, it would not be 
possible to give them up, just as fire cannot give up heat. This is because 
a controlled mind, after realizing the dtmd, which is blissful by nature, 
becomes satisfied by the dtmd alone. The Srutis confirm this: 
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yada sarve pramucyante kama ye ’sya hrdi sthitah 
atha martyo ’mrto bhavaty atra brahma samasnute 

Katha Upanisad (2.3.14) 

When all desires are removed from the heart, the bound soul 
attains realization of the Absolute Truth and becomes immortal. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: One should also study the 
verse atmany eva ca santustah (Gita 3.17). The great devotee Prahlada 
Maharaja has given a similar instruction in Srimad-Bhagavatam 
(7.10.9): 

vimuncati yada kamdn manavo manasi sthitan 
tarhy eva pundarikaksa bhagavattvaya kalpate 

O lotus-eyed Lord, when a man gives up all the material desires 
situated in his heart, he becomes eligible to attain opulences equal 
to Your own. 


Verse 56 

duhkhesv anudvigna-manah sukhesu vigata-sprhah 
vlta-raga-bhaya-krodhah sthita-dhlr munir ucyate 

duhkhesu - in the presence of the threefold miseries: adhyatmiha pains, 
given by oneself (bodily or mental), adhibhautika pains, given by other 
living creatures and adhidaivika pains, given by the demigods, such as 
heat and cold; anudvigna-manah - one whose mind is unagitated; sukhesu - 
in the presence of sense-pleasures; vigata-sprhah - and remains free from 
hankering; vita - free from; raga - attachment; bhaya - fear; krodhah - and 
anger; sthita-dhih - of fixed intelligence; munih - a sage; ucyate - is called. 

One who is not disturbed by the three types of miseries - given by 
one’s own body or mind, given by others and given by the demigods 
or nature - who remains free from hankering in the presence of 
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plentiful opportunities for sensual happiness, and who is free from 
attachment, fear and anger, is called a sage of steady mind. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “How does one who is of fixed intelligence 
speak?” To answer this question, Sri Bhagavan speaks the present 
verse beginning with duhkhesu, and also the next verse. Duhkhesu 
means ‘the threefold miseries - adhyatmika, adhibhautika and 
adhidaivika’. Adhyatmika miseries are hunger, thirst, fever, headache 
and so on; they come from one’s own body and mind. Adhibhautika 
miseries are caused by other living entities, such as a snake or a tiger, 
and adhidaivika miseries, such as excessive rain or natural disasters, 
are caused by the demigods. 

Anudvigna-manah refers to a person whose mind is undisturbed. 
When he is faced by such miseries he thinks, “I have attained these 
miseries due to my past actions and I have to suffer them.” Knowing 
this, he either deliberates upon this within himself, understanding 
the misery to be due to the reactions to his own past action, or he 
speaks openly and without duplicity when questioned by others. In 
either case, his face shows no agitation, even in the presence of these 
miseries. This absence of disturbance is evident to those who are 
expert in reading such symptoms. However, it is obvious when an 
imitator artificially manifests symptoms of tolerance. Those who are 
expert call that imitator corrupt. Similarly, he who remains free from 
desires when a happy situation appears, knowing it to be enjoyment 
resulting from past actions, either contemplates it within himself or 
enlightens others. His actual response to this, also, is understood by 
learned men. The present verse clarifies such symptoms, describing 
such persons as: 

(1) vl ta-raga - detached from happiness; 

(2) vi ta-bhaya - free from the fear that entities such as tigers may eat 
them; 

(3) vi ta-krodha - free from anger, even towards a person who comes 
to attack or kill them. An example of this is Jada Bharata. No fear 
or anger arose in him when the dacoit king Vrsala took him to the 
deity of Devi Kali as a human sacrifice. 
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SARARTHA-VARSINI PR AKASIK A-VRTTI: A person whose heart is not 
disturbed by the threefold miseries, adhyatmika, adhibhautika and 
adhidaivika, who is devoid of the desire to attain happiness, and who 
does not become elated when happiness comes to him, is called a 
person of fixed intelligence, or sthita-prajna. 

na prahrsyet priyam prapya nodvijet prapya capriyam 
sthira-buddhir asammudho brahma-vid brahmani sthitah 

Bhagavad-glta (5.20) 

A person who does not become elated when attaining something 

dear to him is called sthita-prajna. 

The example of this is the life history of Bharata Maharaja as 
described in Srimad-Bhagavatam. 

Bharata Maharaja was worshipping Bhagavan alone in a remote 
forest, after renouncing his entire kingdom. In the last part of his 
life, he became attached to an infant deer. Due to his state of mind 
upon leaving his body, he then took birth as a deer. But because 
he remembered his previous birth, he remained isolated from the 
association of family and friends and spent his time in the hermitages 
of the sages, hearing topics of Sri Bhagavan. As a result of his worship 
of Bhagavan in his previous life, he took his next birth in the house of 
a religiously devoted brahmana. Internally, he always remembered Sri 
Bhagavan, but externally he kept himself completely aloof from the 
world by pretending to be a madman, even though his father diligently 
tried to make him learn the Vedas. Jada Bharata tolerated ill-treatment 
and taunts by his step-mother, step-brothers and relatives, while 
remaining ecstatically absorbed in the worship of Bhagavan. 

Once, Vrsala, the king of thieves, desired a son, and he wanted 
to offer a human being who was free from bodily flaws in sacrifice 
to his worshipable goddess, Bhadra Kali. He had previously captured 
a suitable person for sacrifice, but somehow the man had escaped. 
While the dacoit king was wandering in search of his escaped offering, 
he saw the maha-bhagavata Jada Bharata protecting his family’s fields. 
The dacoit king became happy when he saw that Jada Bharata was 
blessed with a body appropriate for the sacrifice. According to the 
rules for sacrificing a human, he fed Jada Bharata nicely, decorated 
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him with turmeric powder, garlands and sandalwood paste, and 
eventually presented him in front of Kali-devi as an offering. The 
topmost devotee Jada Bharata saw, heard and was aware of all this, but 
he felt neither fear or anger. Rather, he simply stood there completely 
free from anxiety, fixed in remembrance of Bhagavan. 

Just as the robbers were ready to sever Jada Bharata’s head, Kali 
Devi herself appeared in a ferocious form, making a loud noise. She 
snatched the sword from the hand of King Vrsala, and beheaded him 
and all his servants. After drinking their blood, she danced and played 
with their heads as if they were balls. Finally, with great affection, she 
sent the great devotee Jada Bharata on his way. This deity of Bhadra 
Kali is still present in Kuruksetra. 

While describing this history of Jada Bharata in Srlmad-Bhagavatam 
(5.9.20), Sukadeva Gosvaml says to Parlksit Maharaja: “O Visnu-rata 
(one who is always protected by the arms of the Ford), Bhagavan Sri 
Visnu, who carries the Sudarsana cakra, is death to death personified, 
and Fie is always anxious to look after His devotees. He completely 
protects such exalted devotees, who have become free from falsely 
identifying the body as the self, who have performed the very difficult 
task of severing the knot of mundane attachment, whose hearts are 
anxiously absorbed in thoughts of doing welfare to all living entities, 
and who neither harm others nor feel enmity towards them. Such swan- 
like devotees (paramahamsas), who accept the shelter of Sri Bhagavan’s 
fearless lotus feet, are never disturbed, even at the time of their own 
execution. There is nothing surprising about this.” 

Verse 57 

^T: ^T^T^FTI 

HTH-H^ld H tte WT uidl^dl \\^ 3 \\ 

yah sarvatranabhisnehas tat tat prupyu subhasubham 
nabhinandati na dvesti tasya prajna pratisthita 

yah - he who; sarvatra - in all situations (even for one’s children and 
friends); anabhisnehah - without excessive attachment; tat tat - whatever; 
prapya - achieving; subha - favourable; asubham - unfavourable; na 
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abhinandati - he does not rejoice; na - nor; dvesti - hate; tasya - his; 
prajna - intelligence; pratisthita - is well fixed. 

One who is always devoid of mundane affection and who neither 
rejoices in prosperity nor despairs in adversity is known to be a 
person of fixed intelligence. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Here, the word anabhisnehah means ‘free from all 
affection arising from material designations’. Such persons certainly 
feel some affection because of compassion, but their affection is 
free from material designations. They do not welcome pleasing 
situations, such as being honoured or offered palatable food, nor do 
they glorify those from whom they receive them by saying, “You are a 
highly religious personality who has been rendering service to great 
saintly persons ( paramahamsas ). May you be happy.” Conversely, 
when they are faced with an unpleasant situation, such as being 
dishonoured or beaten, they do not feel any aversion, nor do they curse 
their adversary, saying, “You sinful person! May you go to hell!” The 
intelligence of such a person is completely fixed, or situated in trance 
(.samadhi ). He indeed is called sthita-prajna, one of fixed intelligence. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Affection is of two types: 
(1) in relation with the body and (2) in relation with Sri Bhagavan. 
Affection in relation with the body can be seen in ordinary persons 
who identify themselves with their bodies. Those who are of fixed 
intelligence are free from identification with their bodies and are 
therefore devoid of that type of affection. Because they are the well- 
wishers of all living entities, they are endowed with the second type 
of affection, which is in relation to Sri Bhagavan. This type of affection 
is continuously flowing within their hearts, but it rarely manifests 
externally. It may be seen in some special circumstances, but an 
ordinary person cannot detect it. 

Verse 58 

y*TT yfclftridl II II 
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yada samharate cayam kurmo ’hganwa sarvasah 
indriyanlndriyarthehhyas tasya prajna pratisthita 

yada - when; samharate - withdraws; ca - and; ayam - this (saintly 
person); kiirmah - tortoise; angani - limbs; iva - as; sarvasah - completely; 
indriyani - his senses; indriya-arthebhyah - from the sense objects; tasya - 
his; prajna - his intelligence; pratisthita - well fixed. 

When a person can completely withdraw his senses from their 
respective sense objects at will, just as a tortoise withdraws its 
limbs into its shell, then he is said to be of fixed intelligence. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: With this verse beginning with yada, Sri 
Bhagavan responds to Arjuna’s question, “kirn dsita - how does he 
sit?” Indriyarthebhyah means that, just as a person can withdraw his 
senses, such as the sense of hearing, from their sense objects (in this 
case, sound) similarly, he who is sthita-prajha is able to withdraw his 
subordinate senses from external sense objects and fix them within 
his undisturbed mind. The example of a tortoise is given to illustrate 
this point. Just as a tortoise can withdraw his eyes, face and so forth 
inside his shell at will, similarly, a person whose intelligence is fixed 
can withdraw his senses from the sense objects. 

Verse 59 

few RTlfTTFl I 

TTTl^-R qr cf^cfT fadcW UW*> II 

visayci vinivartante niraharasya dehinah 
rasa-varjam raso ’py asya param drstva nivartate 

visayah - the sense objects; vinivartante - are forcibly restrained; 
niraharasya - for who practices sense-restraint such as fasting; dehinah - 
for an ignorant person in the bodily concept of life; rasa- 
varjam - devoid of taste (for sense object); rasah - (there is) a taste; 
api - however; asya - for such a person of fixed intelligence; param - of 
Paramatma (the Supersoul); drstva - having seen or realized; nivartate - 
refrains. 
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He who identifies himself with his body may restrict his enjoy¬ 
ment by withdrawing the senses from their objects, but his taste 
for sense pleasure remains. One whose intelligence is fixed, 
however, has realized Paramatma; therefore, his taste for sense 
objects automatically ceases. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: If one raises a doubt that even foolish or less 
intelligent persons may become detached from the objects of their 
senses by fasting or through sickness, Sri Bhagavan answers in this verse 
beginning with visayah. The word rasa-varjam implies that such persons 
do not become free from the desire for sense objects. Rather, their taste 
for sense objects persists. Yet one who is of fixed intelligence ceases to 
desire sense objects because he has direct realization of Paramatma. 
There is no flaw in this definition. Those who are able to realize the self 
are perfected souls, or siddhas. They are not practitioners, or sadhakas. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sometimes an ordinary per¬ 
son restricts his senses because of disease, or because he is practising 
hatha-yoga or fasting. Still the desire to enjoy the sense objects remains 
in his heart. It is impossible to eliminate this desire without devotion 
to Sri Bhagavan. 

In this regard, Sola Bhaktivinoda Thakura writes as follows: “The 
practice of ceasing to indulge in the objects of the senses through 
the process of fasting from them is only for extremely unintelligent 
people. This practice is followed by those who identify the self with 
the body. The eightfold yoga system, known as astahga-yoga, also 
provides an opportunity for those who are less intelligent to become 
renounced from sense objects, by engaging in the practices of yama 
and niyama (regulative principles), asana (postures), pranayama 
(breathing exercises) and pratyahara (sense control). This process 
is not acceptable for one who is sthita-prajna, fixed in the Absolute 
Truth. After directly seeing the beauty of the Supreme Truth Sri 
Bhagavan, one who is sthita-prajna becomes attracted to Him and gives 
up all attachments to ordinary sense objects. There is provision for 
extremely unintelligent persons to withdraw their senses from sense 
objects by the process of fasting, yet the jivas cannot attain their eternal 
auspiciousness without the process of spontaneous devotion, or raga- 
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marga. When a person comes to the platform of raga, or attachment to 
Krsna, he has realization of a sense object that is superior to all others, 
and thus he naturally gives up inferior pleasures.” 

Verse 60 

^TcTcft Ufa ferqfccTcT: I 

#gWT -g^f TFT: II || 

yatato hy api kaunteya purusasya vipascitah 
indriycini pramathini haranti prasabham manah 

yatatah - who is endeavouring (for liberation); hi - because; api - even; 
kaunteya - O son of KuntT (Arjuna); purusasya - of a man; vipascitah - 
who possesses discrimination; indriycini - senses; pramathini - being 
churned; haranti - steal away; prasabham - forcibly; manah - the mind. 

O son of KuntT, the senses, when agitated, can forcefully steal away 
the mind, even of a person who is endeavouring for liberation. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: ft is beyond the capacity of the sadhaka to have 
complete control over his senses while he is within the stage of practice, 
but the endeavour alone is commendable. To explain this point, 
Sri Bhagavan speaks the present verse beginning with yatatah. Here 
meaning of the word pramathini is ‘those things that cause agitation’. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The duty of a sadhaka is 
to endeavour very carefully to achieve control over his senses. One 
cannot become sthita-prajha without being sense controlled. The 
flickering senses are always agitated, and it is as difficult to have 
complete control over them as it is to control the wind. However, 
according to the instructions of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, even this 
difficult task becomes very easy when one engages all his senses in the 
service of Sri Bhagavan. 

One can learn how to engage his controlled senses in the service 
of Sri Bhagavan from the daily activities of King Ambarisa, which are 
described in Srimad-Bhagavatam: 
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sa vai manah krsna-padaravindayor 
vacamsi vaikuntha-gunanuvarnane 
karau barer mandira-marjanadisu 
srutim cakaracyuta-sat-kathodaye 

mukunda-lihgalaya-darsane drsau 

tad-bhrtya-gatra-sparse ’nga-sangamam 
ghranam ca tat-pada-saroja-saurabhe 
srlmat-tulasya rasanam tad-arpite 

padau hareh ksetra-padanusarpane 
siro hrsikesa-padabhivandane 
kamam ca dasye na tu kama-kdmyayd 
yathottamasloka-janasraya ratih 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (9.4.18-20) 

Ambarlsa Maharaja always engaged in the worship of Sri Krsna 
by fixing his mind in remembering His lotus feet, by engaging 
his tongue in describing His name, form, qualities and pastimes, 
his ears in hearing the topics of Bhagavan, his eyes in seeing 
Bhagavan’s beautiful deity form, his sense of touch in experiencing 
the happiness of serving the feet of the devotees of Bhagavan, his 
nostrils in smelling the fragrant objects such as the TulasI and 
sandalwood paste that had been offered at the lotus feet of Bhagavan, 
his feet in circumambulating His abode, and his head in paying 
obeisances to Bhagavan and His devotees. In this way, he controlled 
all his senses and engaged them in the service of Bhagavan. 

It is very beneficial and auspicious for sadhakas to follow this path. 

Verse 61 

c#T WZf 3TRTtcT I 

HFT Vm\ yldftddl IIS^II 

tani sarvani samyamya yukta asita mat-par ah 
vase hi yasyendriyani tasya prajha pratisthita 


140 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Sankhya-Yoga 


Verse 6 1 


tani sarvani - all these (senses); samyamya - keeping under control; 
yuktah - the devotee, or bhakti-yog i; aslta - he should be situated; mat- 
parah - dedicated to Me; vase - are controlled; hi - because; yasya - 
whose; indriyani - senses; tasya - his; prajna - intelligence; pratisthita - is 
completely fixed. 

Therefore, one should subdue the senses by surrendering to Me 
in bhakti-yoga and remain under My shelter, because only one 
whose senses are controlled is fixed in intelligence. He alone is 
sthita-prajha. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Here, the word mat-parah means ‘My devotee’, 
because there is no other way to conquer the senses other than to 
perform bhakti to Me.” This fact is apparent everywhere in the later 
sections of Bhagavad-glta. As Uddhava says in Srimad-Bhagavatam 
(11.29.2-3): 

pmyasah pundarlkaksa 
yunjanto yogino manah 
visidanty asamadhanan 
mano-nigraha-karsitah 

athata ananda-dugham padambujam 
hamsah srayerann aravinda-locana 
sukham nu visvesvara yoga-harmabhis 
tvan-mayayami vihata na maninah 

O lotus-eyed Krsna, yogis are generally unsuccessful in controlling 
their minds, and after endeavouring for a short time, they become 
tired and frustrated. Therefore, those who are expert in discerning 
between what is substantial and what is insubstantial take 
exclusive shelter of Your lotus feet, which give unlimited pleasure 
to everyone, as the very foundation of their happiness. 

To show the difference between one in the stage of practice - a 
sadhaka - and one whose intelligence is fixed ( sthita-prajna ), Sri Krsna 
says vase hi, which indicates that only the senses of one who is sthita- 
prajna, are under control. 
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SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: One can escape the disturb¬ 
ance caused by a gang of dacoits by taking shelter of a valiant king. 
When the dacoits become aware of the shelter this person has taken, 
they become subordinate to him. Similarly, the senses of a jlvatma 
are compared to a gang of dacoits, and they automatically become 
controlled when he accepts the shelter of Bhagavan Sri Hrslkesa, who 
is the indwelling witness of everyone and everything. Therefore, one 
should control one’s senses in a simple and natural way by bhakti 
alone. It is said in scripture: 

hrsikese hrslkani yasya sthairya-gatani hi 
sa eva dhairyam apnoti samsare jiva-cancale 

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya-lila 24.184) 

It is very difficult to control the agitated senses in this world, but 
for those who engage all their senses in the service of Bhagavan Sri 
Hrslkesa, the master of the senses, their senses naturally become 
stable and controlled. 


Verse 62 

STTCcTt THHHR W: TT^TTlW?TRTf I 
TPjfTcTRTHPl ^FFT: II II 

dhyayato visayan pumsah sahgas tesupajayate 
sangat sanjayate kamah kamat krodho ’bhijayate 

dhyayatah - one who contemplates; visayan - sense objects (such as 
sound); pumsah - for a person; sangah - attachment; tesu - for those 
(sense objects); upajayate - arises; sangat - from attachment; sanjayate - 
arises; kamah - desire, or lust; kamat - from lust; krodhah - anger; 
abhijayate - arises. 

By continuously meditating on the objects of the senses, a person 
develops attachment to them. Attachment gives rise to lust, which 
in turn leads to the awakening of anger. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Bhagavan Sri Krsna says, “Control of the mind is 
the fundamental means by which those who are sthita-prajha control 
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their external senses. However, hear from Me, O Arjuna, about what 
happens when one is unable to fully control his mind.” The present 
verse, beginning with dhyayatah, is spoken to explain this topic. “By 
meditating on sense objects, one develops attachment, from which 
lust, or excessive desire for those objects, awakens. Anger then arises 
if for some reason the fulfilment of this desire is obstructed.” 

Verse 63 

'dkHIVlIrl II ^ II 

krodhad bhavati sammohah sammohat smrti-vibhramah 
smrti'bhramsad buddhi-naso buddhi-nasdt pranasyati 

krodhat- from anger; bhavati - comes; sammohah - utter confusion, lacking 
the discrimination to know what to do and what not to do; sammohat - 
from such confusion; smrti-vibhramah - loss of memory; smrti- 
bhramsat - from loss of memory; buddhi-nasah - intelligence is destroyed; 
buddhi-nasat - from loss of intelligence; pranasyati - by this one is 
completely ruined and falls into the ocean of repeated birth and death. 

Anger gives rise to utter delusion, and from such delusion comes 
loss of memory (forgetting the instructions of the scriptures). 
Loss of memory destroys one’s intelligence, and when intelligence 
is destroyed, one’s entire spiritual direction in life is lost. One 
then falls into the ocean of material existence. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: From anger comes delusion, in which there is a loss 
of discrimination between what is to be done and what is not to be 
done. When the jiva is in a deluded condition, he forgets the instructions 
of the scriptures, which are the cause of auspiciousness for him. When 
his memory is lost, his intelligence loses the capacity to function properly. 
After that, the sadhaka again falls into the well of material life. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The mind indeed is the king, 
the controller and the impelling cause of the senses. Therefore, by 
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controlling the mind, the external senses are automatically controlled. 
Thus, in the Vedas it is said: 

yada pancavatisthante jnanani manasa saha 
buddhis ca na vicestati tdm ahuh paramam gatim 

Katha Upanisad (2.3.10) 

If one can control his five knowledge-acquiring senses, his mind 
and his intelligence, he attains the supreme destination. Otherwise, 
if the mind and other senses are not subdued, one has to wander in 
the cycle of birth and death. 

This is also stated in Snmad-Bhagavatam (n.21.19-21): 

visayesu gunadhyasat purhsah sangas tato bhavet 
sahgat tatra bhavet kamah kamad eva kalir nrnam 

When one contemplates the qualities of sense objects, attachment 
arises. From attachment, desires ensue, and unfulfilled desires 
lead to quarrel. 

baler durvisahah krodhas tamas tam anuvartate 
tamasa grasyate pumsas cetana vyapinl drutam 

From quarrel, unrestrained anger arises, anger causes delusion, 
and when one is in delusion, the wisdom to discriminate between 
right and wrong vanishes. 

tayd virahitah sadho jantuh sunyaya kalpate 
tato ’sya svartha-vibhramso murcchitasya mrtasya ca 

O gentle one, a man who has lost his discrimination becomes like 
inert matter, and from that condition, he slides down to states of 
unconsciousness and becomes almost dead. Thus the supreme 
purpose of life is defeated. 

If someone forcibly tries to subdue his external senses without 
controlling his mind, the results are extremely unpleasant. It is 
therefore one’s duty to control the mind by worshipping Bhagavan 
with very special endeavour. Consequently, Sri Bhagavan’s statement 
in the Gita (2.61), tani sarvani samyamya, is completely logical. 
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Verse 64 

A|lrH'=l^fc|^) i ilrHI fTTncTRf^n^frNI ^Xll 

raga-dvesa-vimuktais tu visayan indriyais caran 
atma-vasyair vidheyatma prasadam adhigacchati 

rdga - attachment; dvesa - and aversion; vimuktaih - free; tu - however; 
visayan - sense objects; indriyaih - by the senses; caran - even while 
enjoying; atma-vasyaih - which are under his control; vidheya-atma - a 
man of controlled senses; prasadam - joyfulness; adhigacchati - attains. 

A man of controlled senses, however, who is free from attachment 
and aversion, attains the stage of joyfulness even while enjoying 
suitable objects through his senses. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Previously, Arjuna asked, “How does one who 
is sthita-prajha behave?” In response to this question, Sri Bhagavan 
speaks this verse beginning with rdga. Since the mind cannot directly 
accept sense objects, there is no fault in accepting sense objects with 
controlled senses. Vidheyatma means ‘one whose mind is fixed in the 
instructions of Bhagavan only’. Prasadam adhigacchati implies that 
there is no fault if such qualified persons accept sense objects. In fact, 
it is specifically to their credit, because they see that everything is 
related to Bhagavan. One who is sthita-prajha may or may not give up 
sense objects, and he may or may not be motivated to attain them. In 
any case, everything is auspicious for him. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Even when the external 
senses are controlled by keeping them aloof from the sense objects, 
the mind does not stop thinking of them. Such renunciation is called 
phalgu (useless) or markata-vairagya (monkey-like renunciation). This 
is stated in the Gita (3.6), karmendriyani samyamya. When a sadhaka 
practises appropriate renunciation by engaging everything in the 
service of the Lord and worships Sri Bhagavan, he can control his 
mind and absorb it in thinking of his worshipable deity. When he has 
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reached such a stage, there is no fault in his accepting those sense 
objects that are favourable to his practice and rejecting those that are 
unfavourable. 


Verse 65 

prascide sarva-duhkha.na.rh hanir asyopajayate 
prusunna-cetuso hy asu buddhih paryavatisthate 

prasade - on attainment of that joyful state; sarva-duhkhanam - of all 
miseries; hanih - disspelled far away; asya - of that person (whose mind 
and senses are controlled); upajayate - takes place; prasanna-cetasah - 
for that person whose mind is content; hi - certainly; asu - very soon; 
buddhih - intelligence; paryavatisthate - becomes completely fixed (in 
attaining his heart’s desire). 

When that self-controlled person attains the stage of joyfulness, 
all of his miseries are dispelled and his intelligence soon becomes 
completely fixed upon attaining his desired goal. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Buddhih paryavatisthate means that in all 
respects, his intelligence becomes stable and fixed on the desired 
goal. Thus he remains happy, whether he accepts sense objects or not. 
Prasanna-cetasah indicates that it should be understood that internal 
happiness will come only from bhakti, because without bhakti the heart 
cannot become pleased. This has been explained vividly in the First 
Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam, which describes how Vyasadeva’s mind 
was not happy, even after he had compiled Vedanta-sutra. However, 
when he followed the instructions of Sri Narada, his heart became 
blissful through the exclusive practice of bhakti. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The heart can be pleased only 
by bhakti, rendering loving devotional service to Sri Bhagavan. Bhakti 
removes all miseries, and in a very short period, a person who practises 
bhakti easily becomes fully fixed at the lotus feet of his worshipful 
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Lord. This is also described in the dialogue between Vyasa and 
Narada in Srimad-Bhagavatam, from dhrta-vratena hi maya (1.4.28) to 
yamadibhir yoga-pathaih kama-lobha-hato muhuh (1.6.35). “When the 
sadhaka practises yama and niyama (sense control by observing strict 
regulations) which are on the path of the eightfold process of yoga, the 
mind, which is always under the control of lust and greed, attains a 
certain level of happiness and peace. However, there is no comparison 
between this and the immediate and immense pleasure attained by 
service to Bhagavan Sri Krsna” ( Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.6.35). 

In this regard, it is worth deliberating on the examples of Saubhari 
Rsi, Yayati Maharaja, Visvamitra Muni and others. Saubhari Rsi was 
unable to control his mind even after performing austerities within 
the water of the Yamuna for ten thousand years. His mind became 
agitated by seeing fish engaging in sex life. He emerged from the water 
to marry the fifty daughters of King Mandhata, but his lust remained 
unsatiated, even after enjoying with them by expanding himself into 
fifty forms. Eventually, he attained his desired goal by controlling his 
senses through the worship of Sri Bhagavan. 

Yayati Maharaja was not able to control his mind, despite various 
endeavours. He exchanged his old age for the youth of his son Puru 
and enjoyed for many years, but his lusty desires increased, just as 
ghee nourishes fire. He could only attain peace when he finally fixed 
his mind in the worship of Bhagavan. 

Although Visvamitra Muni engaged in severe austerities by 
practising sama (mind control) and dama (sense control) and subduing 
his senses, he still abandoned his austerities upon hearing Menaka’s 
ankle bells and became absorbed in lustful activity. His agitated mind 
eventually only found peace in the worship of Bhagavan. 

This conclusion is specifically verified in the dialogue between 
Vyasa and Narada in the First Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam. 
Vedavyasa had already divided the Vedas into four parts and had 
compiled Mahabharata, the Puranas and Vedanta-sutra. Although he 
had described knowledge of religious duty ( dharma ) and other such 
topics, for the information of people in general, his mind remained 
unsatisfied. Unable to understand why, he inquired from his spiritual 
master, Sri Narada: 
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srl narada uvaca - 

bhavatanudita-prayam yaso bhagavato ’madam 
yenaivasau na tusyeta manye tad darsanam khilam 

yatha dharmadayas cartha muni-varyanuklrtitah 
na tatha vasudevasya mahima by anuvarnitah 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (1.5.8-9) 

O great sage, you have described the processes of mundane religiosity 
(dharma ) and knowledge ( jhana ), which I consider to be incomplete 
and insignificant, but you have not clearly described the topics of Sri 
Bhagavan’s most purifying pastimes and their glories. Sri Bhagavan 
cannot be pleased unless one glorifies such pastimes, which manifest 
themselves in the purified mind by the performance of bhakti. 

Following the instructions of Narada Muni, by performing bhakti- 
yoga, Vyasa was able to see in his pure heart all of Sri Krsna’s beautiful 
pastimes, which are full of aisvarya (opulence) and madhurya 
(sweetness). Srlmad-Bhagavatam consists of the activities of Sri Krsna 
which Vyasa realized in his devotional trance, or samadhi. 

yasyam vai sruyamanayam krsne parama-puruse 
bhaktir utpadyate pumsah soka-moha-bhayapaha 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (1.7.7) 

By the culture of hearing and following this Srlmad-Bhagavatam, 
devotion to Vrajendra-nandana Sri Krsna immediately manifests 
in the heart, dispelling lamentation, delusion and fear. 

Verse 66 

H xTFTtBFT 'RFFTTI 
VIlPdUfIKIW WTII^II 

ncisti buddhir ayuktasya na cdyuktasya bhavana 
na cabhavayatah sdntir asantasya kutah sukham 

na asti - there is not; buddhih - intelligence aimed at the realization of the 
Supreme Lord; ayuktasya - for one whose mind is disconnected (and thus 
uncontrolled); na - no; ca - also; ayuktasya - for such a disconnected 
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and unintelligent person; bhavana - meditation (on the Supreme Lord); 
na - nor; ca - also; abhavayatah - for the non-meditative person; santih - 
peace; asantasya - for a person who is not peaceful; kutah - where?; 
sukham - happiness. 

One whose mind is uncontrolled, however, does not have the 
intelligence to understand the science of the soul. Such an 
unintelligent person is unable to meditate on the Supreme Lord. 
A person unable to perform such meditation cannot attain peace, 
and without peace, where is the possibility of happiness? 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Krsna is speaking this verse beginning with 
nasti to indirectly strengthen the previous verse’s conclusion. The 
intelligence of a person whose mind is uncontrolled will not become 
fixed in the self. Such a person is devoid of intelligence and unable to 
meditate on the Supreme Lord. Abhavayatah means that one who does 
not meditate cannot have peace. In other words, he cannot become 
detached from the objects of the senses. A disturbed person can find 
neither happiness nor pleasure in the self. 

Verse 67 

#sprmi % xnnT i 

TTcvFT ^TfcT Wf dHHfdrHclIt-'qfTril^ll 

indriyanam hi caratam yan mano ’nuvidhiyate 
tad asya harati prajham vayur navam ivambhasi 

indriyanam - of the senses; hi - certainly; caratam - while wandering 
(to the sense objects); yat - which (goes towards any particular sense); 
manah - the mind; anuvidhlyate - follows; tad - that; asya - of that person 
(of uncontrolled senses); harati - it carries away; prajnam - intelligence; 
vayuh - the wind; navam - like a boat; iva - as; ambhasi - on the water. 

Just as the wind sweeps away a boat on the water, the mind of 
an unrestrained person runs behind any one of the senses that 
wanders toward its sense object. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: A person with an uncontrolled mind does not 
have intelligence. Sri Bhagavan establishes this point by speaking 
the verse beginning with indriyanam. “The mind follows any one of 
the senses as it wanders unrestrictedly amongst its respective sense 
objects. Such a person is forced to follow all of the senses, being 
controlled by the mind. In such a state, the mind is likened to an 
unfavourable wind, sweeping away a boat on water, because it carries 
away a person’s intelligence.” 


Verse 68 

cTFTF^ ^TFT WFTTfl TfcfeT: I 

wt yfdftddi n ^ n 

tasmcid yasya maha-baho nigrhitani sarvasah 
indriyanindriyarthebhyas tasya prajha pratishita 

tasmat - therefore; yasya - whose; maha-baho - O mighty-armed one; 
nigrhitani - restrained; sarvasah - in every respect; indriyani - senses; 
indriya-arthebhyah - from the sense objects; tasya - his; prajna - 
intelligence; pratishita - fixed. 

Therefore, O mighty-armed one, one whose senses are completely 
restrained from their respective sense objects is of fixed intelligence. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Yasya means that those whose minds are already 
under control are sthita-prajha. Krsna is telling Arjuna, “O mighty- 
armed one, just as you conquer your enemies, you should also conquer 
your mind.” 


Verse 69 

*TT ! Fm ^qcTFTT rPFTT ^TF#T wftl 
■ZBRTT ^nufcT TTT *Fm WTcft ^FT: II ^ II 

yd nisa sarva-bhutanam tasyam jagarti samyami 
yasyam jagrati bhutani sa nisa pasyato muneh 


150 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Sankhya-Yoga 


Verse 69 


ya - which (spiritual intelligence); nisa - like night; sarva-bhutanam - for 
all beings; tasyam - in that (night); jagarti - is awake; samyaml - a self- 
controlled man (of fixed intelligence); yasyam - in which (state which 
is directed to the search for sense objects); jagrati - remains awake; 
bhutani - ordinary beings; sa - that (material intelligence); nisa - night; 
pasyatah - for the enlightened; muneh - thinker. 

Spiritual intelligence, which is directed toward the soul, is like 
night for materialistic common people, who are enchanted by 
the material energy. One who is stitha-prajna, however, remains 
awake in that intelligence. And when intelligence is absorbed in 
sense objects, the common person remains awake. For the sage 
who perceives transcendental Reality, that consciousness is the 
darkest night. In other words, such a person accepts sense objects 
in an appropriate way, without being attached to them. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: It is natural for one whose intelligence is fixed to 
control the senses. For this reason, Sri Bhagavan is speaking this verse 
beginning with yd. Intelligence is of two types: intelligence inclined 
towards the self ( atma-pravana ), and intelligence inclined towards 
material sense objects ( visaya-pravana ). Intelligence that is inclined 
towards the self is like night for all conditioned souls. Just as a sleeping 
person does not know what happens at night, similarly the bewildered 
souls do not know what one attains by this spiritual intelligence. But 
one who is of fixed intelligence remains awake in such a night, so he 
directly experiences the bliss related to intelligence fixed in the self. 

The conditioned souls remain awake in the second type of 
intelligence, which is directed towards the attainment of material 
enjoyment, and they directly experience lamentation, bewilderment 
and so on, according to their respective absorption. They are not 
asleep to it. Wise persons of fixed spiritual intelligence, however, 
do not experience anything in such a night. They remain indifferent 
to the sense objects that give happiness and distress to materialistic 
persons and, remaining controlled and detached, only accept those 
sense objects that are needed for their maintenance. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI : Those who are of fixed spir¬ 
itual intelligence naturally achieve perfection in controlling all the 
senses. They are knowledgeable persons in the real sense. On the 
other hand, the intelligence of ignorant people who identify the body 
with the self remains absorbed in sense objects. Such persons who 
are attached to sense objects are called materialistic, or ignorant. The 
Skanda Purana states, “ ajiidnam tu nisa prokta diva jiidnam udiryate - 
knowledge is like day and ignorance is like night.” 

Everything in the kingdom of that most wonderful controller 
Sri Bhagavan is wonderful. What is night for one person is day for 
another. For an owl, night is like day, while for a crow it is night. An 
owl sees only at night, not during the day. Similarly, a man blinded 
by ignorance cannot have the illuminated vision of one who knows 
the Absolute Truth. Those who know the Absolute, however, always 
see Sri Bhagavan, the radiant personification of all knowledge. They 
never contemplate objects of the senses. Just as a lotus leaf never 
becomes wet, even though it remains in water, similarly, one who is 
sthita-prajna never becomes attached to sense objects, even while he is 
living in contact with them. 


Verse 70 

TPqsTRTq: ^TSTTI 

BFPTT ^FT^TTTl Tf# 

TT ^TFrFTFTTTl H WETM HV90 || 

apuryamdnam acala-pratistham 
samudram apah pravisanti yadvat 
tadvat kama yam pravisanti sarve 
sa santim apnoti na Icdma-lcdmi 

apuryamdnam - completely full in all directions; acala-pratistham - 
fixed and unmoved; samudram - the ocean; apah - the waters (of many 
rivers); pravisanti - enter; yadvat - just as; tadvat - similarly; hamah - the 
agitations of the senses; yam - whom (a person of fixed intelligence); 
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pravisanti - they enter; sarve - all; sah - he; santim - peace; apnoti - 
attains; na - not; hama-kam I - he who desires to fulfill his own desires. 

Just as countless rivers flow into the ocean, which is full and 
always still, without causing any disturbance to it, similarly, 
various desires flow into the mind of one who is sthita-prajna, yet 
his equilibrium is never disturbed. Such persons alone can attain 
peace, not those who strive always to fulfil their desires. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Nirlepta, or remaining unattached to sense 
objects, indicates that one does not become disturbed even after coming 
in contact with a sense object. Sri Bhagavan explains this idea by 
speaking the verse beginning with apuryamanam. Although different 
rivers pour so much water into the ocean during the rainy season, they 
cannot cause it to overflow. Acala-pratistham means ‘whose boundary 
is not crossed’. Similarly, various sense objects also present themselves 
as enjoyable and desirable to one who is fixed in spiritual intelligence. 
But, just as water pouring into or flowing out of the ocean makes no 
difference to the ocean, similarly, those who remain unaffected, both 
while enjoying sense objects and when bereft of them, are called sthita- 
prajna. Only they attain peace, that is, knowledge. 

Verse 71 

fofFT WTFT ^f: Pf:^: I 

Pu^K: TT TTlfcRfsPTESfcT II ^ II 

vihaya kaman yah sarvan pumams carati nihsprhah 
nirmamo nirahankarah sa santim adhigacchati 

vihaya - giving up; kaman - material desires; yah - who; sarvan - all; 
puman - the person; carati - wanders; nih-sprhah - free from hankering; 
nirmamah - without a sense of possessiveness; nir-ahankarah - without 
false ego; sah - that person (of fixed intelligence); santim - peace; 
adhigacchati - attains. 

Only those who give up all desires and who wander free from 
hankering, false ego and possessiveness, attain peace. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: Some people lose faith in material desires and no 
longer enjoy them. Sri Bhagavan is explaining this by speaking this verse 
beginning with the word vihaya. Here, nirahankara nirmamah means 
that only they who remain free from the false ego and possessiveness 
towards the body and anything related to it attain peace. 

Verse 72 

W sll# MrT: ^PprfrT I 

esa brahmi sthitih partha nainam prupya vimuhyati 
sthitvasyam anta-kale ’pi brahma-nirvanam rcchati 

esa - this; brahmi - of one who has attained the spiritual; sthitih - situation; 
partha - O Partha (Arjuna); na - not; enam - this state; prapya - attaining; 
vimuhyati - is bewildered; sthitva - being situated; asyam - in this (state); 
anta-kale - at the time of death; api - even; brahma-nirvanam - spiritual 
emancipation; rcchati - one attains. 

O Partha, attaining brahma in this way is called brahmi sthitih, 
becoming spiritually situated. After attaining this state, one is 
no longer deluded. If, at the time of death, one is situated in this 
consciousness even for a moment, he attains liberation. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan is now concluding this chapter 
with the verse beginning with esa. If spiritual emancipation ( brahma- 
nirvana ) is achieved at the time of death by attaining the state of 
brahma for even a moment, then what can be said of the result for one 
who achieved this state in childhood? 

Jhana and karma are specifically explained in this chapter, and bhakti 
is explained indirectly. Therefore, this chapter is called the summary of 
Sri Bhagavad-gita. 

Thus ends the bhavanuvada of Srila Visvanatha Cakravartl Thakura’s 
Sarartha-varsini-tika (the commentary that gives pleasure 
to the devotees and is accepted by all saintly persons) 
on the Second Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-gita. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
states: “This chapter is the summary of Bhagavad-glta. Verses 1-10 
introduce the nature of the person who is asking questions. Verses 
12-30 give a description of spirit ( atma ) and non-spirit ( anatma). 
Verses 31-38 explain piety and sin within the Vedic system of 
prescribed duties, known as varnasrama-dharma. Verse 39 till the end 
of the chapter describe selfless action wherein the fruits are offered 
to the Supreme Lord, or niskama-karma-yoga, by which knowledge of 
the self is attained. This is the goal of the aforementioned jnana and 
karma. There is also a description of the behaviour of a person who is 
situated in this yoga.” 

Thus ends the Sarartha-varsin 1 Prakasika-vrtti, 
by Sri Srlmad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja, 
on the Second Chapter of Srlmad Bhagavad-glta. 
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Karma-Yoga 

Yoga Through the Path of Action 


Verse i 

^TFTTft 'RcTT I 

?TcT 1% T-’hhn -ETlt ^rf ^tctiuii 

arjuna uvaca - 

jydyasl cet karmanas te mata buddhir janardana 
tat kim karmani ghore mam niyojayasi kesava 

arjuna uvaca - Arjuna said; jydyasl - is superior; cet - if; karmanah - than 
fruitive work; te - Your; mata - consideration; buddhih - intelligence (that 
is directed towards transcendental bhakti); janardana - O Janardana; 
tat - then; kim - why?; karmani - in activity (in the form of fighting); 
ghore - in this ghastly; mam - me; niyojayasi - are You engaging; 
kesava - O Kesava. 

Arjuna said: O Janardana, if You consider that intelligence related 
to bhakti is beyond the modes and thus superior to fruitive work, 
then why, O Kesava, are You engaging me in this ghastly activity 
of warfare? 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: This Third Chapter gives a detailed explanation 
of work (karma) that is offered to Sri Bhagavan without the expectation 
of any material return, ft also describes the wisdom of a person who 
is willing to conquer lust, anger and so forth. 
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Arjuna has understood from the verses in the previous chapter that 
devotion that is free from the modes of material nature is superior to 
the path of spiritual advancement through transcendental knowledge 
( jhana-yoga ) and also to selfless action ( niskama-karma-yoga ). Now, 
in the mood of a friend, he reproaches Sri Bhagavan, who is eager 
to engage him in his prescribed duty of fighting, with the following 
words: “If that intelligence which is resolute and free from material 
inebriety is superior, then why, O Janardana, are You engaging me in 
this ghastly warfare?” Jana means ‘to Your own people’ and ardana 
means ‘giving pain’, so Janardana means ‘by Your order You give pain 
to Your own people’. 

Arjuna also addresses Krsna as Kesava. “No one can transgress 
Your order because You are Kesava, the controller of both Brahma and 
Mahadeva (Siva). Ka means ‘Brahma’, Isa means ‘Mahadeva’ and va 
means ‘controller’.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In this verse there is a 
mysterious secret behind Arjuna’s addressing Sri Krsna by the names 
Kesava and Janardana. Arjuna inquired, “O Janardana, first You said 
that resolute intelligence ( vyavasayatmika-buddhi ), which is beyond 
the modes and fixed in transcendental bhakti, is superior to prescribed 
duty (karma). Why, then, are You engaging me in this ghastly and 
violent warfare? Learned men are right in calling You Janardana, for 
by Your order You give pain to Your own people, who are dear to You 
and dependent on You. Janardana is a very befitting name for You 
because You killed the demon Jana, which is but another indication 
of Your cruel nature. And because You killed the demon named KesI, 
Kesava is another appropriate name for You. Moreover, ka means 
‘Brahma’, Isa means ‘Mahadeva’ and va means ‘controller’. Since You 
control them, You are called Kesava. How, then, can an insignificant 
person like me transgress Your order? O Prabhu, be merciful to me!” 

In Sr I Harivamsa, Sri Rudra says in relation to Sri Krsna and His 
name Kesava: 

ka iti brahmano nama Iso ’ham sarva-dehinam 

avam tavanga-sambhutau tasmat kesava-nama-bhak 
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Ka is Brahma, and I am Isa (Sankara), the controller of all living 
entities. Since both of us were born from Your limbs, You are called 
Kesava. 


Verse 2 





vyamisreneva vakyena buddhim mohayaswa me 
tad ekam vada niscitya yena sreyo ’ham apnuyam 


vyamisrena iva - by (Your) apparently equivocal; vakyena - by the 
statements; buddhim - intelligence; mohayasi iva - You seem to bewilder; 
me - my; tat - therefore; ekam - one path; vada - please tell; niscitya - ascer¬ 
taining; yena - by which; sreyah - welfare; aham -1; apnuyam - may have. 

My intelligence is somewhat bewildered by Your apparently 
ambiguous statements. Please, therefore, tell me decisively which 
path will be most auspicious for me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan is saying, “O friend, Arjuna, it is a 
fact that because the bhakti that is beyond the modes is transcendental, 
it is the most superior process. But such bhakti can only be attained by 
the mercy of My great devotee, who is discriminating and one-pointed 
to Me. It can never be attained by one’s own endeavour. Therefore, 
become free from the material modes of nature. I bless you that you 
will become situated beyond the modes of nature by performing 
transcendental bhakti to Me. When this blessing fructifies, you will 
achieve this very bhakti by the mercy of such a great devotee. But 
as I have already said, at present, you are eligible to perform your 
prescribed duty (karma) only. This is the truth.” 

Arjuna then says, “If this is so, then why do You not tell me 
definitively to engage exclusively in karma ? Why are You drowning 
me in an ocean of doubts?” Arjuna is thus speaking this verse 
beginning with vyamisreneva, which has various implications. He 
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is saying, “By such statements, You are bewildering my intelligence. 
Initially You said, ‘karmany evadhikaras te - you only have the 
qualification to perform karma, your prescribed duty’ (Gita 2.47). 
Then You said, ‘siddhy-asiddhyoh samo bhiitva samatvam yoga ucyate - 
the equanimity in which one remains equipoised in both success and 
failure is called yoga’ (Gita 2.48). Then again, You said, ‘buddhi-yukto 
jahdtiha ubhe sukrta-duskrte tasmad yogaya yujyasva yogah karmasu 
kausalam - intelligent persons abandon both pious and impious 
activities, and because buddhi-yoga is the art of work, they endeavour 
for niskdma-karma, selflessly offering the fruits of their work to the 
Supreme’ (Gita 2.50). Here, by the word yoga, You are also referring to 
an accumulation of knowledge, or jnana. You then say, ‘yada te moha- 
kalilam buddhir vyatitarisyati - when your intelligence crosses beyond 
the dense forest of delusion...’ (Gita 2.52). Here, again, You are simply 
speaking about jnana. 

“In fact, the word iva (‘like that’ or ‘it seems’) implies that Your 
statement is not ambiguous. Since You are merciful, it is not Your desire 
to bewilder me. Besides, since I am not ignorant of these matters, it is 
appropriate for You to speak to me directly.” 

The deep purport is that action (karma) in the mode of goodness 
is superior to action in the mode of passion. Knowledge is also in the 
mode of goodness, but it is superior to action in the mode of goodness. 
And devotion that is beyond the modes ( nirguna-bhakti ) is far superior 
to knowledge. “If You think that it is impossible for me to engage in 
devotion that is beyond the modes, then please simply instruct me on 
knowledge in the mode of goodness, by which I will become free from 
bondage to this miserable material world.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Action performed in the mode 
of goodness is superior to action performed in passion. Knowledge 
is superior to action that is in the mode of goodness, even though 
knowledge is also in the mode of goodness. “Sattvat sanjayatejnanam - 
from the mode of goodness ( sattva-guna ) real knowledge develops” 
(Gita 14.17). 

Superior to knowledge in the mode of goodness is devotion that 
is completely free from the contamination of the three modes of 
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material nature (nirguna-bhakti). This is defined as follows in Srimad- 
Bhagavatam (3.29.11-12): 

mad-guna-sruti-matrena mayi sarva-guhasaye 
mano-gatir avicchinna yatha garigambhaso ’mbudhau 

laksanam bhakti-yogasya nirgunasya hy udahrtam 
ahaituky avyavahita yd bhaktih purusottame 

While Kapiladeva was instructing His mother Devahuti in nirguna- 
bhakti, He said, “Just as the water of the Ganga River flows naturally 
and without cessation towards the ocean, similarly, the soul flows in a 
natural, unbroken way towards Me, who am situated within the cave 
of the heart of the living entity. This takes place simply by hearing 
about My pastimes and qualities, which are blessed with extraordinary 
potency. It is called nirguna-bhakti-yoga, transcendental devotion. 
Nirguna-bhakti is free from any desire other than to serve Me. It is 
also devoid of the dualities of the material world, which arise from 
forgetfulness of Krsna, and it absorbs the performer in continuous 
service in a mood that is favourable to Me, the Supreme Person, 
Purusottama.” 

To forget Krsna and become absorbed in illusion ( maya ) is called 
dvitiya-abhinivesa, absorption in a second, or false, object ( Srimad- 
Bhdgavatam rr.2.37). This gives rise to various separate interests, 
such as T, ‘mine’, ‘you’ and ‘yours’. 

Verse 3 



H I chi1 44-1 h %f^TT TJU SrtrfTT HMHV I 

TTFTqFH TTfeTRT WTFH WHTHII3II 

sri bhagavan uvaca - 

loke ’smin dvi-vidha nistha purd prokta mayanagha 
jnana-yogena sdnkhydnam karma-yogena yoginam 

sri bhagavan uvaca - Sri Bhagavan said; loke - in the world; asmin - this; 
dvi-vidha - two types of; nistha - strong faith; purd - previously; prokta - 
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it was clearly said; maya - by Me; anagha - O sinless Arjuna; jnana- 
yogena - through the connecting process of philosophical speculation; 
sankhyanam - of the analytical philosophers; karma-yogena - through 
the yoga of selflessly offering the result of one’s karma to the Supreme, 
niskama-karma; yoginam - of the yogis. 

Sri Bhagavan said: O sinless Arjuna, I have already explained 
clearly that there are two types of faith in this world. The faith 
of the empiric speculators is in the path of jnana-yoga, and that of 
the yogis is in worshipping the Supreme Lord by offering Him the 
fruits of their prescribed duties. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In response to Arjuna’s question, Bhagavan 
Sri Krsna says, “If I say that worshipping the Supreme by selflessly 
offering Him the results of one’s prescribed duties ( niskama-karma- 
yoga) and by the path of knowledge ( jnana-yoga) - both of which 
are the practices to attain liberation - are independent of each other, 
you will again ask Me to speak decisively on one of them. But as I 
have explained, these two types of faith, faith in karma and faith in 
jhana, are actually two consecutive stages on the same path. I have 
not said that there are two types of people who are eligible to achieve 
liberation.” 

For this reason these two verses are being spoken, beginning with 
loke ’smin. As explained in the previous chapter, dvi-vidha indicates 
two types of faith. In this regard, Krsna is saying that, since in the 
stage of jndna the heart of the jnanl is pure, he can be established 
in regulated self-discipline by the practice of jnana-yoga. Only such 
persons who practise such regulated discipline are known in this 
world asjhanls. 

In the Gita (2.61) Sri Krsna says: 

tani sarvani samyamya yukta aslta mat-parah 
vase hi yasyendriyani tasya prajna pratisthita 

Therefore, one should subdue the senses by surrendering to Me in 
bhakti-yoga and remain under My shelter, because only one whose 
senses are controlled is of fixed intelligence. Only he is sthita-prajna. 
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Krsna says, “On the other hand, there are those who lack the purity 
of heart to situate themselves on the path of jnana but are searching for 
the means to attain that path. The regulative discipline of such yogis 
is established by following the path of niskdma-karma-yoga, which is 
offered unto Me. Such persons are known as karmis. In the Gita (2.31) 
it is said, ‘For a ksatriya, there is no better engagement than to fight for 
religion.’ The terms karmi and jnani, therefore, are only appellations. 
However, generally, when karmis begin to purify their hearts by the 
process of selflessly offering the fruits of their work to the Supreme 
Lord, they too become jnanis, who can in turn become liberated by 
the process of devotion to Him. This is the import of My statements.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The various processes of 
karma, yoga, jnana and tapasya (austerity) cannot independently 
award the results of practising them. Only by taking support of bhakti 
are they abfe to produce any beneficial result. Bhakti that is beyond 
the modes of material nature, however, can award krsna-prema 
independently, without the help of these other processes. 

Bhakti-yoga that is mixed with jnana or karma is the means to attain 
liberation. There are two types of staunch faith related to this practice 
of mixed bhakti. Those with pure hearts possess the first type of faith. 
They ascend to the path of bhakti-yoga through their steady faith in 
sankhya (the analytical study of the nature of spirit and matter) or 
jnana-yoga (the path of spiritual advancement through transcendental 
knowledge). Those with impure hearts possess the second type 
of faith, yet by performing selfless action offered to Sri Bhagavan, 
they can also ascend the path of jnana-yoga and ultimately achieve 
bhakti. 


Verse 4 

H WTlf^Hd I 

H xT TTRfw^cT IIXII 

na karmandm anarambhan naiskarmyam puruso ’snute 
na ca sannyasanad eva siddhim samadhigacchati 
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na - not; karmanam - of duties prescribed in the scriptures; anarambhat - 
by refraining from; naiskarmyam - (knowledge in the form of) freedom 
from reactive action; purusah - a person; asnute - attains; na - not; ca - 
and; sannyasanat - by renouncing prescribed duties (by a person whose 
heart is impure); eva - only; siddhim - perfection; samadhigacchati - can 
attain. 

By ceasing to perform work as prescribed in the scriptures, a 
person cannot attain knowledge in the form of freedom from 
work and its reaction, nor can a person with an impure heart 
attain perfection merely by renouncing action. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In this verse beginning with the word na, Sri 
Bhagavan is explaining that jnana will not appear in an impure 
heart. A person cannot attain jnana, or freedom from work and its 
reaction ( naiskarmya ) without performing the work prescribed in 
the scriptures. Those persons whose hearts are impure cannot attain 
perfection merely by accepting the renounced order nor by renouncing 
scripturally prescribed action (karma). 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: True knowledge (jnana) does 
not appear unless the heart is pure, and without jnana one cannot 
perfect sannyasa, which is a limb of the process of attaining liberation. 
Therefore, until one attains jnana by purity of heart, one should, as 
stated in the scriptures, continue performing one’s prescribed duties 
related to varnasrama-dharma. 


Verse 5 

'T % obRfxld^ 3T°TJ#1 ^irl 

UcRT: TJcf: |imi 

na hi kascit ksanam api jatu tisthaty akarma-krt 
karyate hy avasah karma sarvah prakrti-jair gunaih 

na - not; hi - certainly; kascit - anyone; ksanam - for a moment; 
api - even; jatu - at any time; tisthati - remains; akarma-krt - inactive; 
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karyate - is performed; hi - because; avasah - helplessly; karma - in 
action; sarvah - everyone; prakrti-jaih - born of one’s nature; gunaih - by 
the qualities (such as attachment and hatred). 

No one can remain inactive, not even for a moment. Everyone is 
impelled to act under the influence of such qualities as attachment 
and hate, which are born of one’s nature. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Those who accept sannydsa, the renunciation 
of their prescribed duties, while their hearts are still impure become 
absorbed in mundane activities and give up the work scriptures 
prescribe for them. It is for this reason only that Sri Bhagavan speaks 
this verse beginning with na hi. Arjuna may ask, “By the acceptance of 
sannydsa, does a person cease to perform activities prescribed in the 
Vedas, or activities that are related to the material world?” Anticipating 
this, Sri Bhagavan responds by saying karyate. “Being forcibly bound 
by his own nature, he must act.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Here, the word sannydsa 
means ‘detachment from the fruits of one’s prescribed duty’. It does not 
mean ‘completely giving up that duty’ or ‘becoming inactive’, because 
it is not possible for the embodied soul to completely renounce activity. 
It is stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam (6.1.44), dehay an na hy akarma-krt. 
This verse means, ‘Those whose hearts are pure and who control 
their senses remain engaged in the duties (karma) prescribed in the 
scriptures. However, persons whose hearts are impure and whose 
senses are uncontrolled remain attached to neglecting their duty 
(akarma ) and to sinful action ( kukarma ). For this reason it is 
impossible for such persons to achieve sannydsa.’ 

Verse 6 

t^J^znfur wzf zq 3^ trTTT THTHI 

fiTSzrra'TC: TT 3^q?hlSjl 

karmendriyani samyamya ya aste manasa smaran 
indriyarthan vimudhatma mithyacarah sa ucyate 
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karma-indriyani - the working senses; samyamya - having restrained; 
yah - who; aste - remains; manasa - through his mind; smaran - 
meditating; indriya-arthan - on sense objects; vimudha-atma - foolish 
person; mithya-dcdrah - a hypocrite; sah - he; ucyate - is called. 

A deluded person who forcibly restrains his working senses 
while internally meditating on sense objects is to be known as a 
hypocrite. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: One may argue, “It seems that like a hypocrite, 
some sannyasls close their eyes and refrain from any bodily move¬ 
ment.’’ In response, Sri Bhagavan says, “A person who controls his 
working senses, such as his speech and hands, but on the pretext of 
meditation contemplates sense objects, is indeed a hypocrite and an 
impostor.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: 

tvam-padartha-vivekaya sannyasah sarva-karmanam 

srutyeha vihitoyasmat tat-tyagl patito bhavet 

This Vedic injunction is from the scriptures on correct moral 
conduct ( dharma-sastra ). It states that it is absolutely essential to 
renounce all fruitive actions in order to attain knowledge of the self. 
Those who do not follow this injunction are fallen. Therefore, a man 
with an impure heart who accepts the dress of a sannyasi and who 
makes a display of sitting in a yogic posture to meditate on Bhagavan 
is an offensive pretender. It is pretentious to exhibit oneself in society 
as a devotee, while being devoid of devotion. Such people are not only 
pretenders but also arrogant. 


Verse 7 

RJTKTR'q?15#T I 
TT II is II 

yas tv indriyani manasa niyamyarabhate ’rjuna 
karmendriyaih karma-yogam asaktah sa visisyate 
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yah - who; tu - however; indriyani - the senses; manasa - through the 
mind; niyamya - regulates; arabhate - begins; arjuna - O Arjuna; karma- 
indriyaih - by his working senses; karma-yogam - scripturally prescribed 
action, or karma', asaktah - without attachment; sah - he; visisyate - is 
superior. 

But, O Arjuna, a person who performs action with his working 
senses in accordance with the injunctions of the scriptures, who 
regulates his senses through the mind, and who is free from all 
fruitive desires, is superior. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: It is indicated here that even a married person 
who acts in accordance with scripture is recognized as superior to the 
false renunciant described in the previous verse. Sri Bhagavan explains 
this by speaking this verse beginning with yas tu. Here, karma-yoga 
refers to action prescribed in scripture, and asaktah means ‘without 
desire for the fruits of one’s activity’. This means that the person who 
acts according to the instructions of scripture, with no desire for the 
fruits of his activities, attains a superior condition. Sri Ramanujacarya 
says, “ asambhavita-pramadatvena jhana-nisthad api purusad visistah - 
that householder who has controlled his knowledge-acquiring senses 
(jhanendriyas ) and his working senses ( karmendriyas ) is better than 
a so-called transcendentalist who makes a display of his knowledge.” 
The pseudo-transcendentalist may deviate because his senses are 
uncontrolled, but there is no possibility that a householder who has 
controlled his knowledge-acquiring senses will deviate or be careless 
while performing his prescribed duties with his working senses. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In order to purify the heart, 
it is imperative to perform action prescribed in scripture without 
attachment. Those practitioners, or sadhakas, who after controlling 
their knowledge-acquiring senses (such as the eyes, ears and tongue), 
perform karma-yoga with their working senses (such as the legs, hands 
and speech) without desiring the fruits of their activities, and who 
are careful and attentive in their endeavour, are qualified to attain 
purusdrtha, the supreme goal of human life. Such practitioners, who 
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aspire for the transcendental goal, are superior to those who accept 
sannyasa impetuously, forcibly controlling their working senses while 
enjoying sense objects through their knowledge-acquiring senses. 

Verse 8 

^ ^4 ?cf ^4 -^FTf IFFeM: I 

4 h 4wr^b4^i: iiaii 

niyatam kuru karma tvam karma jyayo hy akarmanah 
sarira-yatrapi ca te na prasidhyed akarmanah 

niyatam - continuously; kuru - perform; karma - duties such as 
chanting of the gayatri-mantra and other forms of worship; tvam - you; 
karma - action; jyayah - better; hi - because; akarmanah - than not 
working; sarira - bodily; yatra - maintenance; api - even; ca - and; te - 
your; na prasidhyet - can not be effected; akarmanah - without performing 
inaction. 

Perform your prescribed duties, such as the chanting of the gayatrl- 
mantra, because action is better than inaction. If you refrain from 
action, you will not even be able to maintain your body. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: “Therefore, O Arjuna, perform your regulated 
duties, such as your morning, noon and evening mantras (sandhya) 
and your worship (upasana). It is better to do this than to renounce 
your prescribed duty (karma). If you give up all karma, you will not 
even be able to maintain your body.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The above statement is verified 
in Chandogya Upanisad (7.26.2): 

ahara-suddhau sattva-suddhih / sattva-suddhau dhruva smrtih 
smrti-lambhe sarvagranthinam vipramoksah 

It is by the purity of food that one’s mind becomes purified. When 
the mind is purified, one attains a stable memory. When the 
memory is stable, all the knots of the heart are untied. 
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Furthermore it is stated in the Gita (3.13): 

bhunjate te tv agham papa ye pacanty atma-karanat 

Those who cook grains and other foodstuffs for their own sake are 
sinful and certainly partake of sin. 

It is understood from this and other statements that for the perfection 
of one’s practice ( sadhana ), it is necessary to maintain and protect the 
body, and for this, it is imperative to follow the scriptural injunctions 
for the performance of one’s prescribed duties. Flowever, those who 
impetuously give up all action by taking sannyasa do not receive the 
light of knowledge in their impure hearts. Moreover, if they perform 
no work at all, they can even leave their bodies because they have not 
maintained them. 


Verse 9 

II II 

yajnarthat karmano ’nyatra loko ’yam karma-bandhanah 
tad-artham karma kaunteya muktasangah samacara 

yajna-arthat - for the sake of Sri Visnu; karmanah - than (the selfless 
performance of) karma; anyatra - other; lokah - humanity; ayam - this; 
karma-bandhanah - bondage through their work; tad-artham - for His 
(Visnu’s) sake; karma - work; kaunteya - O son of Kunti; mukta-sangah - 
free from attachment (to the fruit of work); samacara - perform nicely. 

For humanity, all actions other than those selflessly offered to 
Sri Visnu are a cause of bondage to this world, O son of Kunti. 
Therefore, become free from all desires for the fruits of your 
actions and perform appropriate action solely for His satisfaction. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan says, “O Arjuna, if you quote 
karmana badhyate jantuh from the Srnrtis as evidence that by 
performing action a soul is bound, and if you think that by performing 
action you will also become bound, then listen carefully: this is not 
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always the case. Work (karma) offered to Paramesvara, the Supreme 
Lord, is not a cause of bondage.” The present verse beginning with 
yajnarthdt is spoken to explain this. 

Performance of one’s prescribed duties wherein the fruits are 
offered to Sri Visnu is called sacrifice, or yajna. All action (karma) 
binds a person to the material world, but that action performed for the 
satisfaction of Visnu does not. Therefore, to attain perfection in one’s 
religious occupational duty (dharma), one must perform such duty 
properly for the satisfaction of Sri Visnu. Arjuna may again ask, “Will 
it be a cause of bondage to make a materially motivated offering, even 
though I am offering the results of my prescribed duties to Sri Visnu?” 
Sri Krsna thus says mukta-sangah. “Perform action without any desire 
for the results.” Sri Krsna instructed Uddhava in the same way: 

sva-dharma-stho yajan yajnair anasih-kama uddhava 
na yati svarga-narakau yady anyan na samacaret 

asmil loke vartamanah sva-dharma-stho ’naghah sucih 
jnanam visuddham apnoti mad-bhaktim vayadrcchaya 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.20.10-n) 

O Uddhava, a person who performs his occupational duties 
without desiring the fruits and who worships Sri Bhagavan by 
sacrifice, not engaging in the pursuit of any desirable sense object 
or any forbidden activity, attains neither heaven nor hell. Such a 
person, who is situated in his own religious occupational duty, 
who has given up all forbidden activities and who is free from all 
attachment and envy, attains pure knowledge, even in his present 
condition in this world. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The Vedas say, “ yajno vai 
visnu-yajna, or sacrifice, is indeed Visnu.” Sri Krsna also tells Uddhava 
in Srimad-Bhagavatam (n.19.39): “ yajno ’ham bhagavattamah - I, the 
son of Vasudeva, am yajna.” The Tantra-sara also states sacrifice to be 
Sri Hari Himself: 

yajno yajna-pumams caiva yajnaso yajna-bhavanah 
yajna-bhuk ceti pancatma yajnesv ijyo harih svayam 
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In the two verses of Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.20.10-n), which Srila 
Visvanatha CakravartI Thakura has cited in his commentary on the 
present verse, the word sva-dharma-stha (situated in one’s prescribed 
duties) has been used twice. While commenting on these two verses, 
Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura says: 

(1) A person does not go to hell if he is situated in his occupational 
position ( sva-dharma ) and does not transgress the activities 
prescribed in scripture to engage in forbidden activities. And since 
he has no desire for the fruits of his activities, he does not go to the 
heavenly planets, either. 

(2) A person who engages in selflessly offering the fruits of his 
prescribed duty to the Supreme ( niskdma-karma-yoga ) is called 
sva-dharma-stha, or truly situated in his prescribed religious 
occupation. 

When one’s occupational duties (karma) are performed in 
accordance with scripture, without any selfish motive and for the 
pleasure of Sri Visnu, they purify the heart. Associating with saintly 
persons then causes knowledge of bhagavat-tattva, the fundamental 
truth in relation to the Supreme Lord (Bhagavan), to appear in the 
heart. This allows one to enter the path of devotion to Him that is 
beyond the modes of material nature ( nirguna-bhakti). 

The great saint Sri Narada has spoken the same in Srlmad- 
Bhagavatam (1.5.32): 

etat samsucitam brahmams tapa-traya-cikitsitam 
yad i svare bhagavati karma brahmani bhavitam 

O knower of the Absolute Truth, that work which is dedicated 
to the lotus feet of Sri Bhagavan, the controller and master of 
everyone, removes the three types of miseries. 

Sri Bhagavan also told the Pracetas: 

grhesv avisatam capi pumsam kusala-karmanam 
mad-varta yata-yamanam na bandhaya grha matah 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (4.30.19) 
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Those who know Me to be the enjoyer of the fruits of all activities 
offer all of their activities to Me alone. Such expert performers 
of action, as well as those who spend their time hearing of and 
reciting My pastimes, do not become bound by their actions, even 
though remaining in household life. 

Verse 10 

fW: ^rr: Tjtfciixr y«imtd: i 

saha-yajnah prajah srstva purovaca prajapatih 
anena prasavisyadhvam esa vo ’stv ista-kdma-dhuk 

saha-yajnah - together with bmhmanas and others qualified to perform 
sacrifice; prajah - progeny; srstva - having created; pura - in the beginning 
of the creation; uvaca - said; praja-patih - Lord Brahma; anena - by this 
sacrifice; prasavisyadhvam - be more and more prosperous; esah - this 
(sacrifice); vah - for you; astu - may it be; ista-kdma-dhuk - fulfiller of 
cherished desires. 

In the beginning of creation, Lord Brahma created bmhmanas, 
who were qualified to perform sacrifice. He then blessed them, 
saying, “May you prosper by this sacrifice, and may it fulfil all 
your desires.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan says, “A person with an impure 
heart should exclusively engage in selfless action ( niskama-karma ) 
and not take sannyasa. But if he cannot yet become selfless, then let 
him perform his prescribed duty with a desire for the fruits (sakama- 
karma) and offer the results to Sri Visnu.” 

To explain this, Sri Krsna speaks seven verses, the first of which 
begins here with the word saha. Saha-yajha means ‘along with 
sacrifice’. In accordance with the sutra, vikalpe-upasarjana, saha has 
not been replaced with sa. 

Pure i implies that in the beginning of creation, Brahma produced 
progeny who would perform sacrifice in the form of offering their 
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religious activities to Sri Visnu. He then blessed them, saying, “ anena 
dharmena prasavisyadhvam - by this, may you increasingly prosper 
in progeny and opulence.” Keeping in mind that the tendency of the 
general populous is to enjoy, Lord Brahma said, “Let this sacrifice 
fulfil all your desired ends.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Offering kamya-kama, or the 
results of one’s duty that one has performed with a selfish motive, to 
Sri Visnu is better than not performing action ( akarma ). 

Verse ii 

^=TFT HPTTHPH ?f 'HTcPTTT cT: | 
rprpqx qn^Fcf: ^T: II S(S> II 

devcin bhavayatanena te deva bhavayantu vah 
paras par am bhavayantah sreyah param avapsyatha 

devan - of the demigods; bhavayata - by pleasing; anena - through this 
(sacrifice); te - those; devah - demigods; bhavayantu - should be pleased 
(bestowing the results); vah -you; parasparam - one another; bhavayantah - 
pleasing; sreyah - good fortune; param - supreme; avapsyatha - you shall 
attain. 

May you please the demigods by this sacrifice, and may they please 
you in turn by granting you your desired benefits. By satisfying 
one another in this way, you will attain supreme auspiciousness. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: In this verse beginning with devan, Sri Krsna is 
explaining how sacrifice ( yajha ) can grant all that the heart desires. He 
says, “May you please the demigods by this yajha, and may they please 
you, also.” In this context the word bhava means priti, or ‘pleasing’. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In this verse, Bhagavan 
teaches that to please the demigods, oblations of ghee are to be offered 
to them. This has a hidden meaning. Bhagavan is not instructing 
us to give up our devotional service and make sacrificial offerings 
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to worship the demigods, as if they are independent lords. They are 
not independent. Sri Visnu empowers qualified living entities ( jlvas ), 
and giving them the post of protectors of the various directions, He 
maintains the universe through them. Thus, these demigods are like 
the limbs of Sri Bhagavan. It is said in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (1.11.26) 
“bahavo loka-palanam - the arms of Sri Krsna are the shelter for all 
the administrative demigods of the world.” Again it is said in Srlmad- 
Bhagavatam (2.1.29) “indradayo bdhava ahur usrah - Indra and the 
other demigods are the arms of the Tord’s universal form.” 

Regarding the worship of Indra, it is seen in Srlmad-Bhagavatam 
that the residents of Vraja used to worship him every year, but once, 
Sri Krsna asked them to worship the Govardhana mountain instead. 
When Indra’s arrogance was crushed, he understood, “It was due to 
pride in my opulence that I considered myself an independent lord. 
Today, You have showed me great mercy by removing my false ego. 
Now, having realized that I am the servant of the servant of Your 
servants, I surrender unto You.” From this context it is evident that 
the demigods who protect the various directions are the limbs of the 
universal form. 


Verse 12 





eft ^=fT WH#T?TT: I 

^ff ■qfr gef TTMURII 


istan bhogan hi vo deva dasyante yajna-bhavitah 
tair dattan apradayaibhyo yo bhuhkte stena eva sah 


istan - the desired; bhogan - pleasures; hi - because; vah - unto you; devah - 
the demigods; dasyante - will award; yajna-bhavitah - being pleased by 
the performance of sacrifices; taih - by them; dattan - ingredients given; 
apradaya - without offering; ebhyah - unto the demigods; yah - he who; 
bhuhkte - enjoys; stenah - a thief; eva - certainly; sah - he. 

Being pleased by your performance of sacrifice, the demigods will 
reward you by making arrangements for your desired enjoyment. 
Therefore, a person who enjoys the ingredients the demigods have 
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given, without first offering them to the demigods, is certainly a 
thief. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Failure to perform karma is certainly a defect. 
Sri Bhagavan is speaking this verse beginning with istan to clarify this 
point. Grains and other products grow due to rain, which is caused 
by the demigods. After producing grains and other items, a person 
who enjoys them without first offering them to the demigods by 
performing panca-maha-yajna, five great sacrifices, is a thief. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In regard to these great five 
sacrifices, or panca-maha-yajna, it is stated in the Garuda Parana: 

adhyapanam brahma-yajnah pitr-yajnas tu tarpanam 
homo daivo balir bhauto nr-yajno ’tithi-pujanam 

(1) To give the disciple instructions from scripture is called brahma- 
yajna. (2) To offer oblations to the forefathers is pitra-yajna. (3) To 
perform fire sacrifice is deva-yajna. (4) To give in charity offerings of 
fruits, flowers, grains and so on to the living entities is bali, or bhuta- 
yajiia. (5) To receive guests warm-heartedly is called nr-yajna. 

Many persons think that the word bali (offering) in this verse 
means ‘to offer a sacrifice by killing animals and humans’, but this is 
not the opinion of scriptures such as the Srimad-Bhagavatam: 

loke vyavayamisa-madya-seva nitya hijantor na hi tatra codana 
vyavasthitis tesu vivdha-yajna sura-grahair asu nivrttir ista 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.5.11) 

The true meaning of bali is to give grains, water, fruits, flowers and 
animals in charity for the satisfaction of the demigods. 

Verse 13 

TFrft | 

?f ?cTEf -qrqrr ^ Wr^TrqW^TTrTII^II 

yajua-sistasinah santo mucyante sarva-kilbisaih 
bhunjate te tv agham papa, ye pacanty dtma-kdrandt 
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yajna-sista - of the remnants of food of sacrifice; asinah - eaters; 
santah - saintly persons; mucyante - they are freed; sarva-kilbisaih - from 
all sins; bhunjate - eat; te - those; tu - but; agham - sin; papah - sinners; ye - 
who; pacanti - cook; atma-karanat - for their own sake. 

Saintly persons, who only accept the remnants of sacrifice, become 
free from all sins, but those who cook grains and other foodstuffs 
for their own sake are sinners, and certainly eat only sin. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Those who take the grain remnants of sacrifices 
such as vaisvadeva (a type of sacrifice to the demigods) become free 
from the sins incurred due to the five unavoidable actions performed 
by householders, or panca-suna. The Srnrtis inform the householder 
of the following five objects that are panca-suna: (1) the cooking fire, 
(2) the grinding instrument, (3) the mortar and pestle, (4) the 
water-pot and (5) the broom. The word suna means ‘the place where 
animals are slaughtered’. These five household objects are called 
panca-suna because they may inflict violence upon living entities. It 
is because of this only that householders do not attain the heavenly 
planets. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sacrifice related with the 
worship of the demigods, who control the various aspects of the 
universe, are called vaisvadeva. 

vasu-sato kratu-daksau kala-kamau dhrtih kuruh 
pururava madravas ca visvadevah prakirtitdh 

Bharata Muni 

The householders unknowingly cause violence to living entities by 
using the pestle, fire, grinding instrument, water pot and broom. 

Those who cook food for themselves become implicated in such 
sins. Even if they perform their prescribed duties properly, they do 
not attain the heavenly planets. Therefore, the Srnrtis have prescribed 
“ panca-suna krtam papam panca-yajiiair vyapohati - the sacrifice 
called panca-yajna nullifies the five unavoidable sins incurred by 
householders.” 
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Verse 14 

3T5n^#rT ^TcTri^T ^f^TT^TPF^r: I 
z^n^fcT '-mVi <=h4^^<=l: ll^ll 

annad bhavanti bhutani parjanyad anna-sambhuvah 
yajnad bhavati parjanyo yajnah karmasamudbhavah 

annat - from grains; bhavanti - develop; bhutani - all living beings; 
parjanyat - from rain; anna - food grains; sambhavah - produced; 
yajnat - from the performance of sacrifice; bhavati - produced; 
parjanyah - rain; yajnah - sacrifice; karma - from prescribed duties; 
samudbhavah - born of. 

All living beings are born of food grains, which are produced 
from rain. Rains fall because of the performance of sacrifice, and 
sacrifice is born of the performance of prescribed duties. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan says, “It is still desirable to perform 
sacrifice ( yajha), because it maintains the cycle of action in this material 
world.” To express this, Sri Bhagavan speaks the verse beginning with 
annat. Living entities are produced from food grains, thus food grains 
are the cause of the living entities. Grain is transformed into blood, 
which then turns into semen. This in turn forms the body of the living 
entity. Clouds are the source of food grains, which are produced from 
rain. Sacrifice is the cause of the clouds, because when sacrifice is 
performed, sufficient rain clouds are produced. The cause of the 
sacrifice is the performance of prescribed action, because a sacrifice is 
perfectly executed when the priest of the sacrifice and the person on 
whose behalf the sacrifice is performed both perform the prescribed 
karma. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Rtvik - A priest who per¬ 
forms sacrifice in different seasons: 

agnedheyam paka-yajnan agnistomadikan makhan 
yah karoti vrtoyasya sa tasyartvig ihocyate 
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One who feeds the fire god through the performance of a fire 
sacrifice is called a rtvika. 

There are four prominent rtviks in the performance of sacrifice: (1) 
hota, one who chants the mantras of the Rg Veda; (2) adhvaryu, one 
who chants the mantras of the Yajur Veda; (3) brahma, one who chants 
the mantras of the Atharva Veda and (4) udgata, one who chants the 
mantras of the Sdma Veda. 


Verse 15 

cU-HIr'HcfJId sf?T yfdftddHJI 

karma brahmodbhavam viddhi brahmaksarasamudbhavam 
tasmat sarva-gatam brahma nityam yajhe pratisthitam 

karma - prescribed duties; brahma - from brahma, or the Vedas; 
udbhavam - originate; viddhi - you should know that; brahma - the Vedas; 
aksara - from Acyuta, the infallible Supreme Lord; samudbhavam - 
originate; tasmat - for this reason; sarva-gatam - the all-pervading; 
brahma - Supreme Absolute Truth; nityam - always; yajhe - in sacrifice; 
pratisthitam - situated. 

Know that such duties are prescribed within the Vedas and that 
the Vedas originate from Bhagavan Acyuta. Therefore, the all- 
pervading Absolute Truth is always situated in the performance 
of yajha. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The Vedas only are the cause of that prescribed 
action, because sacrifice is performed only after hearing Vedic 
injunctions. Acyuta, the infallible Absolute Reality, is the cause of the 
Vedas because they originated from the Supreme. In this regard it is 
said in the Vedas (Srutis): 

asya mahato bhutasya nihsvasitam etad 
rg-vedo yajur-vedah samavedo ’tharvangirasah 

Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad (4.5.11) 
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The Rg-veda, Yajur-veda, Sama-veda and Atharva-veda are the breath 
of the Mahapurusa. 

Therefore, the all-pervading Supreme Lord is present in acts of 
sacrifice, or yajna. This statement also establishes that one can attain 
the Supreme by sacrifice. Although a connection of cause and effect has 
been shown here by linking food grains to brahma, still the scriptures 
describe that only sacrifice is the governing factor, and only sacrifice 
is glorified. Manu-smrti also says, “Oblations offered in the fire reach 
Surya-deva, the sun-god. From the sun comes rain, from rain comes 
food grains, and from food grains progeny is born.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: “Udyama-stha sada laksmlh - 
wealth always resides in endeavour.” Similarly, the all-pervading 
Supreme is always situated in sacrifice. By engaging in sacrifice and 
righteous acts, the jlva not only becomes free from sin but can also 
attain the Supreme. 


Verse 16 

yclfdd xTsTT HIHdrlddlf? ^T: I 
3Tm^frf%fRTCTt ^ TT ^Idid II ^11 

evam pravartitam cakram nanuvartayatiha yah 
aghayur indriyaramo mogham partha sa jIvati 

evam - thus; pravartitam - set into motion; cakram - this cycle (of 
karma)', na anuvartayati - does not follow; iha - in this world; yah - one 
who; aghayuh - a life of sin; indriya-dramah - delights in the senses; 
mogham - in vain; partha - O son of Prtha; sah - he; jivati - lives. 

O Partha, in this world, one who does not follow this cycle of 
action as prescribed in the scriptures delights in the senses and 
engages in sinful life. Thus he lives in vain. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: By not engaging in this cycle, the fault of 
irregularity arises. The present verse beginning with evam is spoken 
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to give an understanding of this point. Cakra, or cycle, means ‘an 
ordered series of events’. For example, clouds and rain come from 
sacrifice, food grains come from rains, and from food grains come 
mankind, who again performs sacrifice, which produces rain clouds 
and so on. One who does not engage in sacrifice to continue this cycle 
is a sinful person. Who does not go to hell? Only one who performs 
sacrifice, or yajria, does not go to hell. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Paramesvara, the Supreme 
Lord, has established the cycle of karma to fulfil the desires of the 
jlvas. Consequently, one who does not perform sacrifice, which 
perpetuates the cycle of the universe, becomes implicated in sin and 
goes to hell. 

Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura says, “O Partha, they who are qualified 
to engage in action with a desire for the fruits ( kamya-karma ) but 
who do not perform sacrifice to perpetuate the cycle of the universe, 
become servants of their senses and engaged in sinful life. Thus they 
live in vain.” 

The significance is that in niskama-karma-yoga, selfless action which 
is offered to Sri Bhagavan, sin or piety are not considered. Scripture 
has thus established this as the most suitable path to attain pure, 
transcendental bhakti to Bhagavan. A person following this path easily 
becomes pure at heart and free from material contamination. Those who 
have not acquired the qualification to offer the fruit of their selflessly 
performed duty to Sri Bhagavan are always swayed by material desires 
and sensual urges. They thus engage in sinful acts. The only way to 
reduce this sinful tendency is to perform pious action. Those who have 
acted sinfully should take shelter of the process of atonement. The 
performance of sacrifice is certainly religious, or pious, activity. 

That which is auspicious for all living entities (jlvas) and conducive 
for the harmonious development of the cycle of the universe is called 
punya, or pious deeds. The performance of pious deeds destroys the 
unavoidable sins that are born of panca-suna - the five places where 
a householder unavoidably kills animals: the fire place, the slab for 
grinding condiments, the broom, pestle and mortar, and water pot. 
As long as the performer of yajna protects the interests and welfare of 

180 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Karma-Yoga 


Verses 16-17 


the universe, whatever can be accepted for his happiness and personal 
maintenance becomes part of the sacrifice and is counted as piety. 

The unseen controllers, who cause auspiciousness for the universe, 
are the specific demigods born from the potency ( sakti ) of Sri Bhagavan. 
By satisfying them with the offerings they desire and gaining their 
favour, one receives their grace and becomes pleased. Thus all of one’s 
sins are destroyed. This is called the karma-cakra, the cycle of action. 
Therefore, what is accepted as karma, in the form of worship of these 
demigods, is called bhagavad-arpita-kamya-karma. Whoever performs 
these acts, thinking that they are in accordance with materialistic 
regulations, are simply moralists; they are among those who do not 
offer their actions to Sri Visnu. For jlvas who have the proper eligibility, 
it is auspicious to offer all actions to Bhagavan Visnu. 

Verse 17 

TTFTcf: I 

3TTcTRTT H fer^lls^ll 

yas tv atma-ratir eva syad dtma-trptas ca manavah 
atmany eva ca santustas tasya karyam na vidyate 

yah - one who; tu - however; atma-ratih - delighting in the self; eva - 
certainly; syat - is; atma - self; trptah - satisfied; ca - and; manavah - the 
man; atmani - in the self; eva - certainly; ca - and; santustah - satisfied; 
tasya - for him; karyam - duties; na - do not; vidyate - exist. 

A person who delights in the self, however, and who remains 
contented and fully satisfied in the self, has no duties to perform. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: So far, it has been explained that those who are 
unable to perform action (karma) in a selfless manner should perform 
action with the intention of enjoying its fruit (sakama-karma). Those 
who are situated on the platform of jhana, or realized knowledge, 
have pure hearts, so they never engage in performing routine, fruitive 
action. The next two verses, beginning here with yas tu, are spoken to 
explain this. 
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Atma-ratih means ‘those who take pleasure in the self’. If a person 
is satisfied within the self, would he even be slightly satisfied with 
external sense objects? In response to this, Sri Bhagavan says, “One 
who is satisfied within has no need for external sense pleasures and is 
therefore not obliged to perform prescribed duties.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Living entities who are 
absorbed in the cycle of karma, which has been described above, 
perform action, knowing it to be their duty. However, those who can 
discriminate between the self and inert objects engage solely in the 
cultivation of the self. They remain content within the self, because 
they are able to take pleasure in the self ( atmarama ) and can satisfy 
all their desires in the self ( aptakama ). Such exalted personalities 
are of two types: (1) those who seek the soul through transcendental 
knowledge ( jnanl-yogls ) and (2) those who cultivate the path of pure 
love for the Supreme Lord (bhakti-yogis). 

Personalities like the four Kumaras (Sanaka, Sanandana, Sanatana 
and Sanat-kumara) are considered to be in the first category, while 
personalities like Sri Narada fall in the second. They do not perform 
their prescribed duty, although they know it is obligatory. Instead, they 
maintain their lives by performing action that is favourable to bhakti. 
Becoming free from the cycle of karma, they search for peace in the 
form of love for Bhagavan. Although they perform all sorts of activities, 
they perform no material action. Therefore, their activity is not called 
karma, but in accordance with their specific qualification, it is called 
jnana or bhakti. It is also said in Mundaka Upanisad (3.1.4) “ atma- 
krida atma-ratih kriyavan esa brahma-vidam varisthah - those who take 
pleasure in the self, whose attachment is in the self, and who are active 
only in the self, are the best among those who know the Vedas.” 

Verse 18 

^ cPFT Tl 

'T ^ITFT II ^ II 

naiva tasya krtenartho nakrteneha kascana 
na casya sarva-bhutesu kascid artha-vyapasrayah 

182 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Karma-Yoga 


Verse i 8 


na - no; eva - indeed; tasya - of one (who takes pleasure in the self); 
krtena - by performing one’s prescribed action; arthah - pious purpose to 
be attained; na - nor; akrtena - by not performing one’s prescribed duty; 
i ha - in this world; kascana - whatsoever; na - not; ca - and; asya - he 
has; sarva-bhutesu - in all the living beings in the world; kascit - any; 
artha - necessity; vyapasrayah - to take shelter. 

For a person who is satisfied in the self, there is no pious benefit 
to achieve by performing prescribed duties in this world, nor is 
there any fault incurred by not performing them. For attaining 
his purpose, he does not feel the need to depend on any living 
being in the universe. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Krta refers to a person who is not obliged 
to perform his prescribed duty nor has any desire to be fulfilled 
through them. Akrta means that even though he does not perform his 
occupational duty, he is not at fault. There is no jlva in the universe, 
either moving or non-moving, who can act as a suitable shelter for 
him and help him attain his purpose. The word vyapasrayah has been 
described in the Puranas as follows: 

vasudeve bhagavati bhaktim udvahatam nrnam 
jnana-vairagya-vlryandm na hi kascid vyapasrayah 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (6.17.31) 

A person endowed with devotion to Bhagavan Vasudeva does not 
take shelter of knowledge, renunciation or strength, nor is he 
interested in them. 

Moreover, it is stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.4.18): “ yad- 
apasrayasrayah suddhyanti - a living entity becomes purified merely 
by taking shelter of those who are surrendered to Sri Bhagavan.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: A person who derives pleasure 
exclusively within the self does not achieve piety by performing 
his prescribed duties, nor does he become implicated in sin by 
not performing them. Every jiva, both moving and non-moving, 
beginning with Lord Brahma, remains absorbed in enjoying material 
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happiness due to the misconception of identifying the body with the 
self. Their every action is performed for sense enjoyment. But the 
self-satisfied saintly persons who are free from desire are completely 
beyond the self-interest of material sense gratification. They do not 
even care for knowledge and renunciation, which are the natural 
shelter of the renunciants. This is because they have taken shelter of 
bhakti, devotion to the Supreme Lord, which is the natural function 
of the self. Knowledge and renunciation manifest in them as a matter 
of course, since both are subordinate to bhakti. 

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.2.42), Sri Kavi speaks to Maharaja Nimi: 

bhaktih paresanubhavo viraktir 
anyatra caisa trika eka-kalah 
prapadyamanasya yathasnatah syus 
tustih pustih ksud-apayo ’nu-ghasam 

With each mouthful of food that a hungry person takes, three 
effects are simultaneously accomplished: he obtains satisfaction, 
he is nourished and his hunger ceases. Similarly, surrendered souls 
who are engaged in the performance of bhajana, simultaneously 
experience three effects: the awakening of devotion to Bhagavan, 
which ultimately develops into prema, or pure love for Him; a 
direct manifestation of Bhagavan’s beloved form; and detachment 
from material objects. 

One may raise the following question: In the Vedas it is said, “ tasmad 
esam tan na priyam yad etan manusya viduh - the demigods do not want 
human beings to attain knowledge of the Supreme” ( Brhad-aranyaka 
Upanisad 1.4.10). It is also seen in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.18.14): 

viprasya vai sannyasato deva daradi-rupinah 

vighnan kurvanty ayam hy asman akramya samiyat param 

Knowing that brahmanas will surpass them by taking sannyasa and 
obtaining knowledge of the truth of the Supreme, the demigods 
take birth to become their wives or children and create obstacles 
on their path. 

Is it thus proper to worship the demigods to eliminate these 
obstacles? 
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In this regard, the Srutis state that even though the demigods 
present these obstacles, they are, in fact, unable to harm the spiritual 
aspirants, because the atma Himself protects them. This atma is the 
Self of all selves, Paramatma: 

rasudcra-para veda rasudcra-para makhdh 
rasudcra-para yoga rasudera-parah kriyah 

Snmad-Bhagavatam (1.2.28) 

According to this statement, Vasudeva Krsna is the original Soul 
of all other souls. By worshipping Him one can gain the affection of 
everyone. All the demigods are ultimately compelled to show affection 
and respect to those who have krsna-bhakti. 

In addition it is stated, “ bhaktis tu bhagavad-bhakta-saiigena 
parijayate - one attains bhakti only by the association of the devotees 
of Bhagavan.” This statement of scripture means that just as, for the 
devotees, Sri Bhagavan is the only suitable shelter, if one desires 
devotion to Him, it is necessary to take shelter of His devotees. For 
this reason, Svetasvatara Upanisad (6.23) states: 

yasya dcrc para bhaktir yatha deve tatha gurau 
tasyaite kathita hy arthah prdkasante mahatmanah 

All the hidden meanings of the Srutis are revealed only in the heart 
of that great soul who has the highest transcendental devotion for 
Sri Bhagavan and also His representative, srl gurudeva. 

Verse 19 

dfHIdhlTb: TRTcT ^4 TTHT^IT I 

3 TOrf 4 £l|xK-cb4 WTFTtfcT II ^ II 

tasmad asaktah satatam karyam karma samacara 
asakto hy acaran karma param apnoti purusah 

tasmat - therefore; asaktah - without attachment; satatam - always; 
karyam - that which ought to be done; karma - work; samacara - perform 
nicely; asaktah - without attachment; hi - because; acaran - performing; 
karma - prescribed duties; param - liberation; apnoti - attains; purusah - 
a man. 
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Therefore, always perform your prescribed duties without attach¬ 
ment. By working in this way, a person attains liberation from the 
endless cycle of birth and death. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “O Arjuna, you are not qualified to be on the 
platform of jnana, but since you are a man of proper wisdom, you have 
more qualification than to perform selfish fruitive action ( kdmya- 
karma). Therefore, perform selfless niskama-karma only.” The verse 
beginning with tasmat is spoken for this reason. Karyam means ‘that 
which is prescribed as an obligatory duty’. After performing that 
prescribed duty, one attains supreme liberation. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: By always performing self¬ 
less action, the heart becomes purified. When the practitioner’s heart 
is purified, he attains jnana, by which he can attain liberation. Srila 
Bhaktivinoda Thakura says, “While engaging in karma, one attains 
transcendental bhakti, which is the mature state of karma-yoga. This 
has been called liberation here.” 


Verse 20 




'dH'blc^: I 

IRo | 


karmanaiva hi samsiddhim asthita janakadayah 
loka-sangraham evapi sampasyan kartum arhasi 


karmana - by performance of prescribed duties; eva hi - most assuredly; 
samsiddhim - in supreme perfection; asthitah - became situated; janaka- 
adayah -Janaka and other saintly kings; loka-sangraham - the instruction 
for the people; eva - certainly; api - also; sampasyan - considering; 
kartum - to do (your prescribed duties); arhasi - you ought. 

Saintly kings such as Janaka attained supreme perfection by 
performing their prescribed duties. Therefore, in consideration 
of setting an ideal for people in general, you should also perform 
your prescribed duty. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: This verse beginning with karmanaiva evidences 
the importance of proper conduct (sadacara). Sri Bhagavan says, “Even 
if you consider yourself to be qualified to follow the path of jnana, 
for the purpose of instructing the people in general, you should still 
perform your prescribed duties.” ft is for this reason that Sri Krsna 
says loka-sangraham - the people in general. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: To instruct the general popu¬ 
lace, the topmost class of persons should perform their prescribed 
duties. There are many instances in the Srimad-Bhagavatam that 
support this statement of the Gita: 

atm pramanam hi bhavan paramesthl yathatma-bhuh 
apare canutisthanti purvesam purva-jaih krtam 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.8.25) 

O Sukadeva Gosvami, you are as good as Lord Brahma, who took 
birth directly from the Supreme Self, Lord Narayana. You directly 
follow the precepts established by the previous authorities in the 
science of devotional service, while others follow custom only, or 
the precepts of previous philosophical speculators. 

na tvam dvijottama-kulam yadi hatma-gopam 
gopta vrsah svarhanena sa-sunrtena 
tarhy eva nahksyati sivas tava deva pantha 
loho ’grahlsyad rsabhasya hi tat pramanam 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.16.23) 

O Lord, You are the guardian of the most exalted of the twice- 
born. If not for Your protection - Your offering them worship and 
gentle words - the general populace would undoubtedly reject the 
path to their own auspiciousness. Your behaviour is the evidence 
of proper action. 

yad yad acarati sreyan itaras tat tad lhate 
sa yat pramanam kurute lohas tad anuvartate 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (6.2.4) 

People in general emulate exalted leaders of society and copy their 
conduct, seeing the leader’s behaviour as authoritative. 

187 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Srimad Bhagavad-gita 


Chapter 3 


bhagavan rsabha-samjna atma-tantrah svayarh nitya-nivrttanartha- 
paramparah kevalanandanubhava Isvara eva viparitavat karmany 
arabhamanah kalenanugatam dharmam acaranenopasiksayann 
atad-vidam sama upasanto maitrah karuniko dharmartha-yasah- 
prajanandamrtavarodhena grhesu lokam niyamayat. 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (5.4.14) 

Being an incarnation of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord 
Rsabhadeva was fully independent because His form was spiritual, 
eternal and full of transcendental bliss. He eternally had nothing 
to do with the four principles of material misery [birth, death, 
old age and disease]. Nor was He materially attached. He was 
always equipoised, and He saw everyone on the same level. He 
was unhappy to see others unhappy, and He was the well-wisher 
of all living entities. Although He was a perfect personality, the 
Supreme Lord and controller of all. He nonetheless acted as if He 
were an ordinary conditioned soul. Therefore He strictly followed 
the principles of varnasrama-dharma and acted accordingly. In due 
course of time, the principles of varnasrama-dharma had become 
neglected; therefore through His personal characteristics and 
behaviour. He taught the ignorant public how to perform duties 
within the varnasrama-dharma. In this way He regulated the 
general populace in householder life, enabling them to develop 
religion and economic well-being and to attain reputations, sons 
and daughters, material pleasure and finally eternal life. By His 
instructions. He showed how people could remain householders 
and at the same time become perfect by following the principles of 
varnasrama-dharma* 

Srlla Srldhara SvamI comments that Sri Bhagavan instructs Arjuna, 
“To engage people in their respective prescribed duties and to restrain 
them from their tendency to follow a degraded path, it is necessary for 
you to execute your prescribed duty (karma).” 

Verse 21 

^rsr^rsrdcT ^'d.Lddc^d'O | 

TT WW rdHLddddcl^ II ^ II 


188 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Karma-Yoga 


Verses 21—22 


yad yad acarati sresthas tat tad evetaro janah 
sa yat pramanam kurute lokas tad anuvartate 

yat yat - whatever; acarati - example he sets; sresthah - an exalted 
person; tat tat - that very thing; eva - surely; itarah - a common; janah - 
person; sah - he; yat - whatever; pramanam - standard; kurute - he sets; 
lokah - the people; tat - that; anuvartate - follow. 

Whatever behaviour a great personality practises, common people 
follow, and whatever standards he sets, the whole world pursues. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: In this verse beginning with the words yad yad, 
Sri Bhagavan is explaining how ideals are established for the common 
people. 


Verse 22 

H ^ WfeT cbcfcW foij fcbo-xH I 

qEl rj =f* || ^ || 

na me parthasti kartavyam trisu lokesu kincana 
nanavaptam avaptavyam varta eva ca karmani 

na - not; me - for Me; partha - O Partha (Arjuna); asti - there is; 
kartavyam - prescribed duty; trisu - in the three; lokesu - planetary 
systems; kincana - any; na - nothing; anavaptam - unattainable; 
avaptavyam - needed to be obtained; varte - I am engaged; eva - still; 
ca - also; karmani - in prescribed duties. 

O Partha, I have no need to perform prescribed duties (karma), 
because there is nothing within the three worlds that I cannot 
attain, nor is there anything that I desire to attain. Still, I am 
always engaged in duty. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: In this and the next two verses, Sri Bhagavan 
presents Himself as an example in order to instruct the common 
people of the world. 
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Verse 23 

^ H cT^f ch4ui|df^d: I 
TW drHfddcl^ TT^TT: qT^f TfcfcT: II ^ II 

yadi hy aham na varteyam jatu karmany atandritah 
mama vartmanuvartante manusyah partha sarvasah 

yadi - if; hi - certainly; aham - I; na varteyam - not engage; jatu - at any 
time; karmani - in prescribed duties; atandritah - with great care; mama - 
My; vartma - path; anuvartante - would follow; manusyah - all men; 
partha - O Partha (Arjuna); sarvasah - in all respects. 

O Partha, if I ever failed to vigilantly engage in My duty, common 
people would certainly follow My example in all respects. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The word anuvartante means ‘they will imitate’. 

Verse 24 

TI^TW ^ ^FwTf ^Frr: IR-*II 

utsldeyur ime loka na kuryam karma ced aham 
sahkarasya ca karta syam upahanyam imah prajuh. 

utsideyuh - would become degraded; ime - all these; lokah - people; na 
kuryam - I do not perform; karma - prescribed duties; cet - if; aham - I; 
sankarasya - of unwanted population; ca - and; karta - the instigator; 
syam - would be; upahanyam - I would destroy; imah - all these; 
prajah - people. 

If I did not perform My duty, then all people would become 
degraded, and indirectly, I would become the cause of generating 
unwanted progeny. In this way, I would be instrumental in the 
destruction of the entire human populace. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Utsideyuh means ‘they will become degraded’. 
Sri Bhagavan says, “By following My example and not engaging 
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in their prescribed duties, common people would become fallen. 
Consequently, I would be the cause of unwanted progeny ( varna- 
sankara). By making humanity impure, 1 would be its destroyer.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sri Bhagavan is saying, “If 
I did not perform duties as prescribed in the Vedas, people would 
see this and imitate Me. In this way, I would be the cause of their 
deviating from the path of religion and going to hell.” Therefore, 
it is appropriate for the leaders of society to engage in that karma 
which is prescribed in the Vedas and which promotes the people’s 
welfare. At the present time, most of the so-called religious, social, 
national and world leaders have fallen from the path of religiosity, and 
consequently common men are also deviating from the proper path. 
The root problem of immorality, violence, envy and so forth is present 
everywhere. The only solution is the chanting of hari-nama and the 
cultivation of bhakti in the association of genuine saints. 

Verse 25 

TfrPT: ^TT chcfbrl *TRcTI 

sq| *A xbIV tJ ch| qrdfcb-H q £4 || ^ || 

saktah karmany avidvamso yatha kurvanti bharata 
kuryad vidvams tathasaktas cikirsur lokasahgraham 

saktah - being attached; karmani - to their prescribed duties; 
avidvamsah - the ignorant; yatha - just as; kurvanti - perform; bharata - 
O scion of Bharata (Arjuna); kuryat - should act; vidvan - the learned; 
tatha - in the same way; asaktah - without attachment; cikirsuh - desiring 
to effect; loka-sangraham - the instruction of the general populace. 

O descendant of Bharata, ignorant people perform their duties 
with attachment. Those who are wise should also work, but 
without attachment, desiring to instruct the people in general. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Thus, even a person who is firmly situated on 
the platform of jhana is duty bound to perform his prescribed work 


191 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Srimad Bhagavad-gita 


Chapter 3 


(karma). Sri Krsna concludes this topic with this verse beginning with 
the word saktdh. 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: These days, ignorant people 
perform their prescribed duty with attachment both to the work and 
its fruits, but one who knows tattva, fundamental truths, performs 
their religious duty without attachment. The activities performed 
by these two types of people appear to be the same, but there is a 
difference of heaven and hell between them. The distinction lies in 
their faith: one is attached to the fruit of their karma, while the other 
is detached. 


Verse 26 

*T ^FTT^TRI 

II ^ II 

na buddhi'bhedam janayed ajndndm karma-sangindm 
yojayet sarva-karmdni vidvan yuktah samacaran 

na - not; buddhi-bhedam - confusion in the intelligence (with the 
instruction to practise jnana and abandon karma); janayet - should 
create; ajndndm - of the ignorant; karma-sahginam - for those attached to 
fruitive work; yojayet - he should engage; sarva - all; karmani - actions; 
vidvan - the learned person and instructor in jnana-yoga; yuktah - with a 
composed mind; samacaran - while acting nicely. 

A person who is learned in the path of spiritual advancement 
through knowledge should not bewilder the intelligence of 
ignorant people by instructing them to give up their prescribed 
duties and engage in the cultivation of jnana. Rather, by properly 
performing his own actions in a composed and detached state of 
mind, he should engage such people in their prescribed duties. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: “O Arjuna, a man of knowledge should not 
bewilder the ignorant, who are attached to their actions, by telling 
them, There is no purpose in performing mundane activities. 
Become perfect like me by renouncing your prescribed duty and 
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cultivating transcendental knowledge ( jnana ).’ Such ignorant people 
are particularly attached to the performance of their prescribed duty 
because their hearts are impure. Although you may be perfect, by 
performing selfless action you can encourage others to engage in 
their prescribed duties. You yourself become an ideal example by 
performing your prescribed duty properly. You could well say to Me, 
‘In Srlmad-Bhagavatam (6.9.50) You have said: 

svayam nihsreyasam vidvan na vakty ajnaya karma hi 
na rati rogino ’pathyam vanchato ’pi bhisaktamah 

A good physician does not prescribe a diet that is indigestible, 
even though the patient may desire it. Similarly, a person knowing 
the highest welfare does not instruct an ignorant person to engage 
in his prescribed duty. 

Thus You have therefore contradicted Your own statements.’ 

“This is correct,” answers Sri Bhagavan, “but 1 gave that instruction 
in relation to bhakti, when the subject of instruction was bhakti 
itself. Now I am giving the instruction in relation to jnana, so there 
is no contradiction. Jnana depends on purity of heart, and purity of 
heart depends on the selfless performance of one’s prescribed duty. 
Bhakti, however, is independently powerful; she does not depend 
upon purity of heart. If one is able to arouse faith in bhakti, one can 
disturb the intelligence of a person who is attached to karma, and it 
is not inappropriate. Those who have developed faith in bhakti have 
surpassed the need to perform their prescribed duty. It is said in 
Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.20.9): 

tdvat karmani kurvlta na nirvidyeta ydvatd 
mat-katha-sravanadau va sraddha yavan najayate 

A person should perform his occupational duty as long as he has 
not developed renunciation or awakened a taste in hearing and 
reciting topics about Me. 

Furthermore: 

dharman santyajya yah sarvan mam bhajeta sa tu sattamah 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (n.11.32) 
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Those who give up all varieties of varnasrama and worship Me are 
indeed the most elevated class of saintly persons. 

sarva-dharman parityajya mam ekam saranam vraja 
aham tvam sarva-papebhyo moksayisyami ma sucah 

Bhagavad-glta (18.66) 

Completely abandoning all bodily and mental dharma, such as 
varna and asrama, fully surrender to Me alone. 

tyaktva sva-dharmam caranambujam barer 
bhajann apakvo ’tha patet tatoyadi 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (1.5.17) 

A person who gives up his prescribed duties to engage in the 
service of Sri Hari’s lotus feet can never be unsuccessful, even if he 
falls down while in the immature stage. 

One should deliberate upon all these statements. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The purpose of performing 
karma, one’s prescribed duty, is to attain that knowledge (jndna) 
which leads to bhakti. Those who do not know this fact are ignorant, 
and those who are attached to their prescribed duty because of this 
ignorance are called karma-sahgx. A jnanl should only engage such 
ignorant persons in the duties prescribed for them in scripture, 
because if their intelligence is bewildered, they will lose faith in the 
necessity of performing that duty. Under such circumstances even 
jndna will not be able to manifest in their hearts and thus they will 
deviate from the paths of performing their duty (karma) and seeking 
knowledge (jndna). 

The same does not apply to giving instructions on bhakti, however, 
because according to scripture, instructions on bhakti are auspicious 
for everyone, under all circumstances. Therefore, by giving instructions 
on bhakti, a preacher of bhakti will make everyone perfect: 

putrams ca sisyams ca nrpo gurur va 
mal-loka-kamo mad-anugraharthah 
ittham vimanyur anusisyad ataj-jnan 
na yojayet karmasu karma-mudhan 
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karri yojayan manujo ’rtham labheta 
nipatayan nasta-drsam hi garte 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (5.5.15) 

Rsabhadeva said, “Only My abode and My mercy are worth 
praying for. Instructions on devotion to Me should be given by 
fathers to their sons, teachers to their disciples and kings to their 
subjects. One should not become angry with a person who receives 
instructions but does not follow them. Even those who are ignorant 
of knowledge of fundamental spiritual truths ( tattva-jhana ) and 
bewildered about their proper duty should not be engaged in 
karma. What goal will be achieved by engaging a person blinded 
by delusion in fruitive activities, thus throwing him further into 
the dark well of this material world? Nothing will be achieved.” 

While commenting on this verse of Srimad-Bhagavatam, Srila 
Sridhara SvamI says, “If someone instructs others about engaging in 
karma instead of giving instruction on bhakti, he incurs sin.” 

According to Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, the present verse, 
yojayet sarva-karmani (Gita 3.26), is not for those who are preaching 
the message of bhakti, but it is to be considered by those who give 
instructions on jhana. 


Verse 27 

^PfJcT: Vf: ^FqffcT Tfcfcr: I 

prakrteh kriyamanani gunaih karmani sarvasah 
ahahkara-vimudhatma kartaham iti manyate 

prakrteh - of material nature; kriyamanani - are performed; gunaih - by 
the three binding forces; karmani - activities; sarvasah - in every respect; 
ahahkara-vimiidha-atma - a person bewildered by false ego; karta - the 
doer; aham - I; iti - thus; manyate - thinks. 

All aspects of material activity are performed by the three 
binding forces of material nature, but a person whose intelligence 
is bewildered by false ego thinks himself to be the doer. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: If a learned man also has to perform his 
prescribed duty, what is the difference between his work and the work 
of an ignorant man? This doubt is being addressed. The difference 
is shown in two verses, beginning with the present one, prakrteh 
kriyamanani. Ignorant people believe that they themselves perform all 
activity (karma), but in reality, it is performed by the senses, which 
are impelled by the modes of material nature. 

Verse 28 

W VtTJ crcfcT ffcT H 

tattvavit tu maha-baho guna-karma-vibhagayoh 
guna gunesu vartanta iti matva na sajjate 

tattva-vit - a knower of the science; tu - however; maha-baho - O mighty- 
armed one; guna-karma - between the binding forces of material nature 
and the laws of karma', vibhagayoh - of the distinctions; gunah - the 
senses;gimesu-in their sense objects, like form, etc.; vartante- are engaged; 
iti - that; matva - considering; na sajjate - does not become attached. 

O mighty-armed Arjuna, a person who knows that the soul is 
aloof from the three binding forces of material nature, as well as 
from the laws of karma, does not falsely identify himself as the 
doer. This is because he understands that the senses are engaged 
in their respective sense objects and are aloof from them. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: One who knows the distinctive characteristics 
of the modes of material nature (guna) and action (karma) is called 
tattva-vit, one who knows the Truth. 

The modes are divided into three categories: goodness (sattva), 
passion (rajas) and ignorance (tamas). Action (karma) is divided into 
four categories: (1) activities that are influenced by these modes, (2) 
the demigods, (3) the various prominent senses and (4) the objects 
of the senses. One who is tattva-vit knows the truth about both guna 
and karma. The demigods, or the gunas, are present in the respective 
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senses, such as sight, and also in the desired sense objects, such as 
form. However, a learned person knows that he is not the modes of 
nature nor the effect or action of any mode. He has nothing to do with 
the modes or their activities. Understanding this, a wise and learned 
person does not become attached to them. 

Verse 29 

prakrter gunasammudhah sajjante guna-karmasu 
tan akrtsna'vido mandan krtsna-vin na vicalayet 

prakrteh - of material nature; guna - by the modes; sammudhah - 
bewildered; sajjante - become attached; guna-karmasu - in the sense 
objects; tan - those; akrtsna-vidah - of incomplete knowledge; mandan - 
less intelligent persons; krtsna-vit - one who is in complete knowledge; 
na vicalayet - should not agitate. 

Those bewildered by the three binding modes of nature become 
attached to sense objects. Those whose knowledge is complete 
should not unsettle such less intelligent persons, whose knowledge 
is incomplete. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: One may raise the question, “If all living entities, 
jivas, are distinct from the modes and have no relationship with them 
and their activities, then why are they seen to be attached to sense 
objects?” In order to reconcile this, Sri Krsna, answers with this verse 
beginning with prakrteh. “They become bewildered by the modes of 
nature they are absorbed in. In other words, they become deluded 
because of their absorption in the modes. Just as a man haunted by 
a ghost considers himself to be a ghost, so the jivas absorbed in the 
modes identify as those very modes. Thus influenced by the effect of 
those modes, they become attached to sense objects.” 

A man of complete knowledge should not unsettle those whose 
knowledge is incomplete. This means he should not try to force these 
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understandings on ignorant persons by saying, ‘You are a living entity 
distinct from the modes. You are not the modes.’ In the same way, a 
person who is haunted by a ghost will never understand that he is 
actually not a ghost but a human being, even if he is told hundreds of 
times. His conviction can only be removed by the medicine of mantras. 

Verse 30 

'vfa TTcrfftn TTi^TFTHHIcHHrK-ll I 

'HrcfT faj|ch«=K: II3° II 

mayi sarvani karmani sannyasyadhyatma-cetasa 
nirasir nirmamo bhutva yudhyasva vigata-jvarah 

mayi - unto Me; sarvani - all; karmani - activities; sannyasya - giving 
up completely; adhyatma-cetasa - with the mind fixed in the self; 
nirasih - free from desire; nirmamah - without a sense of possessiveness; 
bhutva - being; yudhyasva - fight; vigata-jvarah - without the fever (of 
lamentation). 

With your mind fixed in the self, offering all your activities to 
Me and being free from desire, possessiveness and lamentation, 
fight. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Therefore, O Arjuna, fight with your mind fixed 
in the self, offering all of your actions unto Me and being free from all 
material hopes and desires. Do not let your mind dwell on the sense 
objects, and give up any sense of possessiveness of them.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sri Bhagavan makes Arjuna 
the instrument through which He instructs common men to perform 
their prescribed karma, free from the false ego of being the doer and 
free from the desire for the fruits of their actions. Here the word karma 
refers to all types of karma, both laukika (mundane) and Vedic (as 
prescribed in the Vedas). Nirmamah indicates that one should perform 
action without any sense of possessiveness for sense objects such as 
the body, house, son, wife and brother. Here, the order to fight means 
that one should engage in prescribed action. 
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Verse 31 

^ 4 TTcTfaci ftr^njicT^TT ^TRcTT: I 
a^M-H^H-Hd-ril ?j-sfa || ^ || 

ye me matam idam nityam anutisthanti manavah 
sraddhavanto ’nasuyanto mucyante te ’pi karmabhih 

ye - who; me - of Mine; matam - teaching; idam - this; nityam - always; 
anutisthanti - follow; manavah - human beings; sraddha-vantah - who 
are endowed with faith; anasuyantah - free from enmity or fault-finding; 
mucyante - are liberated; te - those; api - also; karmabhih - from (the 
bondage of) fruitive actions. 

Those who are free from the propensity for fault finding, who 
have complete faith in Me and who always abide by My teachings 
(to perform niskdma-karma-yoga) are liberated from the bondage 
of fruitive action. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan is speaking the present verse 
beginning with ye me in order to induce people to follow His 
instructions. 


Verse 32 

^ r^cTcr^<H<M-d) HIHfcl^PH ^ tTrPT I 

H^FT^cRT: II^ II 

ye tv etad abhyasuyanto nanutisthanti me matam 
sarva-jna.na-vimudha.rhs tan viddhi nastan acetasah 

ye - those; tu - but; etat - this; abhyasuyantah - envious, fault-finding; 
na anutisthanti - do not follow; me - of Mine; matam - teaching; sarva- 
jnana - of all sorts of knowledge; vimudhan - very confused; tan - (all of) 
them; viddhi - know; nastan - ruined; acetasah - devoid of consciousness 
(discrimination). 

But know that those fault-finding persons who do not follow 
these instructions of Mine become bereft of discrimination, 

199 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Srimad Bhagavad-gita 


Chapter 3 


cheated of all true knowledge, and ruined in all their endeavours 
for spiritual perfection. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In speaking this verse beginning with the 
words ye tu, Bhagavan is explaining the ill-effect of not following His 
instructions. 

Verse 33 

Tfcf?f T^TFTl: I 

^TlRvT f^TTT^: 1% cbRMRl II ^ II 

sadrsam cestate svasyah prakrter jnanavan api 
prakrtim yanti bhutani nigrahah kirn karisyati 

sadrsam - in accordance; cestate - endeavours; svasyah - with his own; 
prakrteh - nature; jhana-van - a man of knowledge; api - even; prakrtim - 
nature; yanti - follow; bhutani - all beings; nigrahah - suppression; 
him - what?; karisyati - can do. 

Even a man of knowledge acts in accordance with his natural 
disposition, for all beings follow their nature. What can be 
achieved by repression of the senses? 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: One may raise the following question: “A person 
who does not obey the order of a king is punished, so if a person does 
not follow the order of Paramesvara, the Supreme Controller, is he 
not punished as well? Should he not fear punishment from Him?” In 
response, Sri Bhagavan says, “Yes, this is true. However those who are 
engaged only in satisfying their senses are unable to follow the order 
of the king or of Paramesvara, even though they can discriminate. 
Their nature has become like this.” The present verse beginning with 
sadrsam is spoken to explain this. 

“People may know that sinful activity will lead to punishment from 
the royal court, or even going to hell, and they may even understand 
that this will bring infamy and criticism. Still, because of the nature 
that they have acquired over a prolonged period, they act according 
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to the temperament resulting from their sinful deeds, which brings 
only misery. Such people only follow their own disposition. They can, 
however, be restrained by My discipline or that of a king. A person 
with an impure heart can receive purifying impressions ( samskaras ) by 
performing selfless action offered to Bhagavan ( niskama-karma-yoga ), 
and a person with a pure heart can receive them through jnana-yoga. 
Both types of people can be enlightened. It is true that neither process 
can help a person whose heart is extremely impure, but bhakti, which 
appears by My mercy, can easily deliver even such sinful people.” 

As it is said in the Skanda Parana: 

aho dhanyo ’si devarse krpayayasya te ksanat 
nlco ’py utpulako lebhe lubdhako ratim acyute 

O Narada, all glories to you. Because of your mercy, this low-class 
hunter has, in just one moment, attained deep attachment, or rati, 
for the lotus feet of Sri Bhagavan, and is manifesting the ecstatic 
symptom of pulaka in which one’s bodily hairs stand on end. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: A person with uncontrolled 
senses may be able to discriminate but cannot restrain his senses by 
knowledge of scripture: 

stambhayann atmanatmanam yavat sattvam yatha-srutam 
na sasaka samadhatum mano madana-vepitam 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (6.1.62) 

After seeing the prostitute, the mind of Ajamila became agitated. 

He tried hard to control his mind by fortitude and knowledge of 
scripture, but being agitated by Cupid, he was unable to do so. 

All uncontrolled, degraded desires can be removed by the powerful 
influence of the association of saintly persons, or sadhu-sanga. 

tato duhsangam utsrjya satsu sajjeta buddhiman 
santa evasya cchindanti mano-vyasangam uktibhih 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (rr.26.26) 

By their powerful speech, saintly people can completely cut 
asunder all the unfavourable attachments of the mind. 
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Vyasahga means ‘attachments that make one averse to Sri 
Bhagavan’. Here, the word eva implies the powerful speech of saintly 
persons alone. Pious actions, holy places, demigods and knowledge of 
scripture are, in and of themselves, not able to destroy unbeneficial 
attachments. This should be understood. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “O Arjuna, 
do not think that a man of knowledge will attain auspiciousness 
(liberation from bondage) if he simply deliberates on spirit and matter 
and accepts the shelter of sannyasa-dharma by impetuously giving up 
material nature ( guna ) and its related activities (karma). Even after the 
conditioned soul has become enriched with knowledge, he will still 
endeavour in accordance with his long-standing disposition, ft is not 
true that one can give up one’s nature by suddenly restraining it. All 
bound souls will continue to endeavour according to the disposition 
they have naturally acquired over a prolonged period. The proper way 
to give up this nature is to carefully perform all karma (action) in 
accordance with that nature, while being situated in it. As long as the 
renunciation that accompanies the symptoms of bhakti-yoga does not 
appear in the heart, the only means to attain self-auspiciousness is 
niskdma-karma-yoga offered to Sri Bhagavan. This is because in this 
practice, a person can perform his prescribed duties and also benefit 
from the purifying impressions generated by them. A person who 
renounces his prescribed duty will ultimately deviate from the path 
of perfection. 

“When, by My mercy or by the mercy of My devotee, bhakti-yoga 
appears in the heart, there is no need to follow one’s prescribed duty, 
because this path of bhakti is superior to niskdma-karma-yoga. But if 
bhakti-yoga has not awakened, it is auspicious in all cases to follow 
niskdma-karma-yoga, which is offered to Me.” 

Verse 34 

TFTiNl ^SfTPT?fr I 

cl4)4 HVIHIJ 1^-41 II ^ II 

indriyasyendriyasyarthe raga-dvesau vyavasthitau 
tayor na vasam agacchet tau hy asya paripanthinau 
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indriyasya - of each sense; indriyasya arthe - within each sense object; 
raga - attachment; dvesau - aversion; vyavasthitau - are situated; tayoh - 
by them; na - not; vasam - controlled; agacchet - should become; 
tau - they (attachment and aversion); hi - certainly; asya - for him (the 
spiritual practitioner); paripanthinau - obstacles. 

All the senses are helplessly controlled by one’s attachment and 
aversion to their respective objects. Therefore, one should never 
come under their sway because such attachment and aversion 
are impediments for the sadhaka’s progress upon the path of 
auspiciousness. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: It is not possible for scripture to force injunctions 
upon a person whose nature is extremely wicked. Therefore, as long 
as the feelings of unhappiness resulting from the performance of 
sinful action have not arisen, a person should not allow his senses to 
wander wilfully. Sri Bhagavan is speaking this verse beginning with 
indriyasya indriyasya to explain this. The repetition of the word indriya 
here indicates the sense objects of each respective sense. Although 
to look at another’s wife, touch her, or allure her by giving her gifts 
is forbidden in scripture, an immoral man is still attracted to doing 
so. On the other hand, although it is prescribed in scripture to see, 
touch, serve and offer charity to the guru, brahmanas, holy places and 
guests, an impious man is averse to such behaviour. To come under the 
influence of either of these mentalities is not proper. In other words, it 
is not proper either to develop attachment to a woman by seeing her, or 
to be malicious to someone who obstructs that attachment. Similarly, 
an aspirant on the path of self-realization should neither be attached 
to rich and palatable foodstuffs that are to his taste nor averse to dry, 
unpalatable food items and objects that are not to his taste. In the same 
way, he should not be attached to seeing and hearing about his own 
son, nor should he be adverse to seeing and hearing about his enemy’s 
son. It is inappropriate to come under the influence of such attachment 
and aversion. This has been explained. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The senses are of two types: 
knowledge-acquiring senses ( jhanendriya ) and working senses 
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(karmendriya ). There are five knowledge-acquiring senses: the eyes, 
ears, nose, tongue and skin, which accept form, sound, smell, taste 
and touch as their respective objects of gratification. There are also 
five working senses: speech, hands, legs, anus and genitals, which 
perform the actions of speaking, accepting, moving, evacuating and 
procreating. The practitioner of bhakti engages these eleven senses, 
including the mind, in various types of service for the pleasure of 
Bhagavan Sri Krsna. He does not enjoy the various sense objects 
separately, for himself. In this way, he can easily overpower the 
uncontrolled senses, and by engaging his controlled senses in the 
service of the Lord, he can attain the supreme goal of life. 

Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “O Arjuna, if 
you think that the jivas’ acceptance of sense objects will make most of 
them more addicted to those sense objects, and as a result, liberation 
from the bondage of their religious duty (karma) will become 
impossible, then listen to My words. 

“It is not true that all objects are detrimental to the spiritual progress 
of the jivas. It is only the jlva’s attachment and aversion to the sense 
objects that are his greatest enemies. As long as you have this material 
body, you have to accept sense objects. For this reason, you should 
accept sense objects, and at the same time control your attachment 
and aversion to them. If you act in this way, you can deal with sense 
objects without becoming bound to them. You will become detached 
from them by gradually eliminating the attachment and aversion that 
develops when one falsely identifies the body with the self. In brief, you 
will develop appropriate renunciation, or yukta-vairagya. I have not 
instructed you to subdue attachment to objects and activities related 
to Me, Sri Bhagavan, or to those that stimulate one’s bhakti. Nor have I 
instructed you to not be averse to objects or activities that are obstacles 
to bhakti. Rather, I have only instructed you to control the attachment 
and aversion that is related to selfish pleasure and that promotes a 
temperament that is opposed to bhakti. This should be understood.” 

Verse 35 

afcTFT ToT^Fff feFpJT: WFlfcT fHHRArllrll 
l4 ‘FRR Wn=ff 'JTTFTfT II3AII 
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sreyan sva-dharmo vigunah para-dharmat svanusthitat 
sva-dharme nidhanam sreyah para-dharmo bhayavahah 

sreyan - better; sva-dharmah - one’s prescribed duties; vigunah - (slightly) 
defective; para-dharmat - than another’s duties; su-anusthitat - perfectly 
performed; sva-dharme - in (discharging) one’s prescribed duties; 
nidhanam - death; sreyah - is better; para-dharmah - duties prescribed 
for others; bhaya-avahah - bring danger. 

It is far better to execute one’s prescribed duties, even though 
imperfectly, than to perform another’s duty perfectly. It is 
better to die discharging one’s own duty in accordance with the 
varnasrama system than to engage in another’s duty, for it is 
dangerous to follow another’s path. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan sees that due to attachment and 
aversion, Arjuna is becoming unable to engage in his own prescribed 
duty of fighting. Instead, he considers it easier to engage in ahimsa 
(non-violence), which is the duty of another (para-dharma). Therefore, 
Sri Bhagavan is speaking this verse beginning with the word sreyan. 
The word viguna means that, although the performance of one’s own 
prescribed duties may be defective, and although one may be unable 
to execute it properly, it is still superior to performing the duties of 
another, which may contain all good qualities and which one can 
execute correctly. For this reason, this verse sreyan sva-dharmah is 
spoken. 

It is said in Srimad-Bhagavatam (7.15.12): 

vidharmah para-dharmas ca abhasa upama cchalah 
adharma-sakhah pancema dharma-jno ’dharmavat tyajet 

The tree of irreligion has five branches - vidharma (performing 
activities opposed to religion), para-dharma (engaging in 
another’s religious principles), abhasa (making a show of religious 
principles), upama or upa-dharma (practising principles that only 
appear to be religious) and chala-dharma (practising a cheating 
religion). One who knows religious principles will abandon all of 
them as forbidden acts. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Activities such as non¬ 
violence are prescribed for brahmanas, who are situated in the material 
mode of goodness, or sattva-guna. For ksatriyas, who are in the mode 
of passion, or rajo-guna, the prescribed duty is fighting. Therefore, the 
prescribed duty for ksatriyas is to engage in battle. Even if a ksatriya 
dies in battle, he attains the heavenly planets; therefore, it is better for 
him to fight. 

Sola Bhaktivinoda Thakura says, “One who executes his prescribed 
duties may die before attaining a more elevated qualification. Still his 
performance of them is auspicious, because to perform the duties of 
another is always fearful and dangerous in any circumstance. This 
consideration, however, does not apply to that bhakti which is beyond 
the modes. When a person attains the stage of performing nirguna- 
bhakti, or bhakti that is beyond the modes of nature, he can give up his 
occupational duty ( sva-dharma ) without hesitation, because at that 
time his eternal constitutional nature manifests as his sva-dharma. 
Here sva means ‘the real self’ and dharma means ‘the jiva’s eternal 
function’. In that stage one’s previous sva-dharma, which was related 
to the body and mind, becomes para-dharma, that is, ‘belonging to 
another’, and it is secondary to the duties of the awakened self.” 

devarsi-bhutapta-nrnam pitfnam 
na kihkaro nayam rnl ca rajan 
sarvatmana yah saranam saranyam 
gato mukundam parihrtya kartam 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (n.5.41) 

Those who have taken exclusive shelter of Sri Mukunda, who is 
the only shelter, and who have renounced all varieties of karma, 
no longer remain indebted to the demigods, sages, living entities, 
saintly persons and forefathers. 

tavat karmani kurvita na nirvidyeta yavata 
mat-katha-sravanadau va sraddha ydvan najayate 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.20.9) 

One who has not become fully detached from enjoying the fruits 
of his activities (karma), and whose faith in the process of bhakti 
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and the hearing of My pastimes is not yet sufficiently developed, 
must certainly engage in his prescribed duties. The devotees of 
Bhagavan, the renunciants, on the other hand, have no purpose to 
achieve by engaging in karma. 

Verse 36 

3-M-l 3 c||x( — 

3 T 2 T WrPtOT T TFT xRfcT I 

cfFk ^nfecT Pl 4 )Fdd: II ^ II 

arjuna uvaca - 

atha kena prayukto ’yam papam carati purusah 
anicchann api varsneya balad iva niyojitah 

arjuna uvaca - Arjuna said; atha - then; kena - by whom; prayuktah - is 
engaged; ay am - this; papam - sin; carati - he performs; purusah - person; 
anicchann - unwillingly; api - even; varsneya - O Sri Krsna, descendant 
of Vrsni; balat - by force; iva - as if; niyojitah - engaged. 

Arjuna said; O Krsna, O descendant of Vrsni, what is it that seems 
to forcibly impel a person to engage in sinful deeds, even though 
he is unwilling to do so? 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Earlier (in Gita 3.34) it was said, “ raga-dvesau 
vyavasthitau - even a man of discrimination can develop attachment to 
sensual activities, such as the desire to enjoy another’s wife, which are 
forbidden in scripture.” In this connection, Arjuna asks this question 
beginning with the word atha. “What is it that impels a man to engage 
in sinful activities, against his will, as if by force, even though he 
is well aware of the regulations and injunctions of the scriptures? 
In other words, who impels a person to desire to engage in sinful 
activities?” 


SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In this verse Arjuna has 
addressed Sri Bhagavan ‘O Varsneya’. Krsna appeared in the Vrsni 
dynasty of Arjuna’s maternal grandfather and grandmother. Surasena 
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was also born in the same Vrsni dynasty. His son was Vasudeva 
(Krsna’s father) and his daughter, Prtha, was Arjuna’s mother. The 
hidden indication in Arjuna’s prayer to Krsna is, “Since I belong to 
the same dynasty as You, You should not neglect me. At present I 
have fallen into a pit of doubts. You have just said that the soul ( atma ) 
is completely distinct from inert qualities, or mundane relationships 
(Gita 2.13-31). Who, then, impels the jlvas to engage in sinful acts, if 
such action is not their constitutional nature?” 

Verse 37 



TFT Ttut jFhq T^T ^TWTWSH : I 
HfTTHf H^TTFHl <^Ru|H II ^9II 

sri bhagavan uvaca - 

kama esa krodha esa rajo-guna-sumudbhuvah 
mahasano maha-papma viddhy enam iha vairinam 

sri bhagavan uvaca - Sri Bhagavan said; kcimah esah - this desire (to 
enjoy sense objects); krodhah esah - (transformed into) this wrath; 
rajah-guna - the binding force of passion; samudbhavah - which is born 
of; maha-asanah - all devouring; maha-papma - extremely fearsome; 
viddhi - know; enam - this; iha - in this world; vairinam - the enemy. 

Sri Bhagavan said: This lust, the desire to enjoy sense objects, 
which indeed transforms into wrath, is born of passion. It is all- 
devouring and extremely fearsome. Know it to be the primary 
enemy of the living entities within this world. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Kama, the desire for sense objects, invariably 
engages a person in sinful actions. Impelled by it, he acts sinfully. This 
lust appears in a different form as anger (krodha). This is directly seen. 
When the desire for sense objects is obstructed, it transforms into 
anger. This lust, which is born from the material mode of passion, 
gives rise to anger, which is in the mode of ignorance. One may 
ask, “Will a person’s expectations for sense objects be satiated once 
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his desires are fulfilled?” Sri Bhagavan responds by saying, “ maha- 
sanah - it is all-devouring.” In the Smrtis it is said: 

yat prthivyam vrihi-yavam hiranyam pasavah striyah 
nalam ekasya tat sarvam iti matvd samatii vrajet 

All the grains, barley, gold, animals, women and so forth on Earth 
cannot satisfy the lust of even one man. 

It is best to understand this and become content. According to the 
above statement of the Smrtis, it is beyond a person’s ability to satisfy 
his lust, or kama. Again, the question is raised, “If there is no possibility 
of controlling this lust by offering it its desired ends as a truce, then 
do we have to control it by pacifying it with sweet words, or bringing 
allies into our ranks to weaken it?” In response, Sri Bhagavan says, 
“ maha-papma - it is extremely formidable and difficult to control.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Lust and greed have been 
described as the prime enemies of those jlvas on the path toward 
liberation. Kama, the desire to enjoy sense objects, is specifically 
the original enemy. Krodha, anger, is just one of its transformations. 
Lust has been described as mahasan, ‘an enemy whose belly is never 
filled’. In Srimad-Bhagavatam (9.19.14) this is seen in the life history 
of Yayati Maharaja: 

najatu kamah kamanam upabhogena samyati 
havisa krsna-vartmeva bhuya evabhivardhate 

By adding ghee to a fire, the fire becomes intensified. Similarly, by 
the fulfilment of lusty desires, one’s desires are intensified. They 
do not disappear. 

yat prthivyam vrihi-yavam hiranyam pasavah striyah 
na duhyanti manah-pritim pumsah kama-hatasya te 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (9.19.13) 

All the grains, barley, gold, animals, women and so forth on Earth 
cannot satisfy the lust of even one man. 

An enemy is controlled by the four principles: appeasement ( sama ), 
bribery (dama), division [of power] ( bheda) and punishment ( danda ). 
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Here Sri Bhagavan is explaining that this formidable enemy, lust, 
cannot be controlled by the principles of appeasement, bribery or 
dividing it to weaken its force. He is thus indicating that one should 
use the principle of punishment ( danda ) to control the desire for sense 
objects. This will be further clarified in the next verse. The enemy, 
lust, can be destroyed when one acquires the weapon of knowledge of 
the self ( atma-jnana ). 


Verse 38 

HHHlf'sMd ^%^2-TT^ff xfl 

zrsrf^HT^cfr TT^RTSTT 

dhumenavriyate vahnir yathadarso malena ca 
yatholbendvrto garbhas tatha tenedam avrtam 

dhumena - by smoke; avriyate - is covered; vahnih - fire; yatha - just as; 
adarsah - a mirror; malena - by dust; ca - and; yatha - just as; ulbena - by 
the womb; avrtah - is covered; garbhah - an embryo; tatha - in the same 
way; tena - by that (lust); idam - this world (knowledge); avrtam - is 
covered. 

Just as fire is covered by smoke, a mirror by dust, and an embryo 
by the womb, so the true knowledge of the living being remains 
covered by different degrees of lust. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Lust is the enemy of all, not just of one particular 
person. This is explained through these examples. Although fire may 
be dirty and covered by smoke, it can still perform its function of 
burning. But when a mirror is covered by dust, it loses the characteristic 
of cleanliness and cannot perform its function of reflecting the image 
of the object in front of it, although it is still accepted as a mirror. An 
embryo covered by the womb cannot move its hands and feet nor can 
it be recognized as a baby. Similarly, one can remember the supreme 
goal only when lust is not deep. When lust becomes very deep, such 
remembrance is impossible. And when it is extremely deep, the world 
itself appears to be devoid of consciousness. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The knowledge of those jlvas 
averse to self-realization is covered by three degrees of lust: mild 
( mrdu ), moderate ( madhya ) and intense (tlvra). A person whose 
knowledge is covered by a mild degree of lust can accept instruction 
on atma-tattva, knowledge of the self, to a certain extent. When a 
person’s knowledge is covered by a moderate degree of lust, then it is 
completely impossible for him to understand even a little knowledge 
of the self. And when knowledge is covered by an intense degree of 
lust, knowledge of the self is not perceived at all. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “This whole 
world is covered by that very lust, in some places mildly, in some 
places deeply and in some places very deeply. 1 will illustrate this with 
an example. Please listen. A conscious jlva who is mildly covered by 
lust, just as a fire is covered by smoke, can perform remembrance of 
Bhagavan, for example. This is the situation of jlvas who have taken 
shelter of niskama-karma-yoga and whose consciousness is a little 
open ( mukulita-cetana) as in the budding stage of a flower. Even if the 
conscious jlva has a human body, when his consciousness is deeply 
covered by lust, like a mirror covered by dust, then it is not possible for 
him to remember the Supreme Controller. This is the condition of the 
extreme moralist and atheist, or jlvas whose consciousness is shrunken, 
or contracted ( sankucita-cetana ). Examples of this are animals and birds. 
A jlva whose consciousness is covered by intense lust, like the embryo 
covered by the womb, possesses completely covered consciousness 
( acchadita-cetana ). Examples are creepers, stones and trees.” 

Verse 39 

37Rf?T W-TTJ 

avrtam jnanam etena jnanino nitya-vairind 
kama-rupena kaunteya duspurenanalena ca 

avrtam - covered; jnanam - knowledge of discrimination; etena - by this; 
jnaninah - of the wise (living entity); nitya-vairina - by his eternal enemy; 
kama-rupena - in the form of lust; kaunteya - O Arjuna; dusptirena - 
never to be satisfied; analena - like fire; ca - also. 
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O Arjuna, the true knowledge of the wise living entity is covered 
by his eternal enemy in the form of lust. This lust burns like fire 
and can never be satiated. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Lust is indeed ignorance for all jivas, as Sri 
Bhagavan is explaining in this verse beginning with avrtam. The 
desire to enjoy the sense objects has been described as the eternal 
enemy; therefore, it must be destroyed by all means. Understand that 
kama-rupa (the form of lust) means that ignorance is non-different 
from lust. It is indeed ignorance that envelops the real nature of the 
jlva. Here the word ca has been used to mean like’. Just as fire cannot 
be satiated by pouring ghee on to it, similarly, lust cannot be fulfilled 
by enjoying the sense objects. 

It is said in Srimad-Bhagavatam (9.19.14): 

najatu kamah kamanam upabhogena samyati 
havisa krsna-vartmeva bhuya evabhivardhate 

Fire is not satiated by ghee; rather it increases. Similarly, by 
enjoying sense objects, the thirst for sense enjoyment increases 
more and more. It does not become pacified. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Lust is the root cause of 
lamentation and distress and has been compared to fire: 

kamanalam madhu-lavaih samayan durapaih 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (7.9.25) 

Lust can never be satisfied by enjoying the sense objects. It is like 
a fire that cannot be extinguished by drops of honey in the form of 
momentary satisfaction. 

evam grhesv abhirato visayan vividhaih sukhaih 
sevamano na catusyad ajya-stohair ivanalah 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (9.6.48) 

The sage Saubhari Muni was not able to attain peace by profusely 
enjoying sense objects, just as fire is not pacified when drops of 
ghee are poured on it. 
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sevato varsa-pugan me urvasya adharasavam 
na trpyaty atma-bhuh kamo vahnir ahutibhir yatha 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.26.14) 

Even after I had served the so-called nectar of the lips of Urvasi 
for many years, within my heart my lusty desires kept rising again 
and again and were never satisfied, just like fire, which can never 
be extinguished by the oblations of ghee poured into its flames.* 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “This lust is 
indeed ignorance for the jlvas and is their eternal enemy. It covers the 
conscious jlvas like an overwhelming fire. Just as I, Sri Bhagavan, am 
a conscious being, similarly the jtva is also a conscious entity. The 
difference between My nature and that of the jtva is that I am infinitely 
conscious and omnipotent, whereas the jtva is atomically conscious 
and can only act because of the energy I give him. The eternal 
occupation of the jtva is to be My eternal servant. This is called prema, 
or niskama-jaiva-dharma, the eternal, selfless, unalloyed function of 
the living entity. Every conscious being, by his constitutional nature, 
is endowed with free will. It is therefore by his own free will that he 
is My eternal servant. According to the degree to which he properly 
uses this free will, he can act as My eternal servant. The misuse of 
that pure free will is called ignorance ( avidya ) or lust ( kama ). Those 
jlvas who do not serve Me by correctly using their free will have to 
accept lust, an enjoying mood, which is the perverted form of the jlvas’ 
pure state, prema. As they become more and more covered by degrees 
of this lust, they gradually become like inert matter. This is called 
karma-bandhana, the bondage of the living entity due to karma. It is 
also called samsara-yatana, the journey of agonizing birth and death.” 

Verse 40 

indriycini mano buddhir asyadhisthanam ucyate 
etair vimohayaty esa jnanam avrtya dehinam 
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indriyani - the senses; manah - mind; buddhih - intelligence; asya - of 
this lust; adhisthanam - the shelter; ucyate - it is said; etaih - by these; 
vimohayati - utterly bewilders; esah - this (lust); jnanam - knowledge; 
avrtya - covering; dehinam - the embodied being. 

The senses, mind and intelligence are said to be the dwelling 
places of this lust. Through them, lust covers the knowledge of 
the living entity and completely bewilders him. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Where does this lust reside? In response to 
this question, Sri Bhagavan is speaking this verse beginning with 
indriyani. The senses, mind and intelligence, which are like a great 
fort, or capital city, are the abode of this enemy, lust. The sense objects, 
such as sound, are like the capital of a king. The embodied soul is 
bewildered by all of them. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: A person can easily conquer 
his enemy when he has discovered his enemy’s hiding place and 
destroyed it. The senses are the shelter, or hiding place, of this 
lust. Therefore, by subduing the senses, lust can be easily defeated. 
Bhagavan Sri Krsna has compared lust to a very powerful king; the 
senses to the king’s capital, which is protected by a great fort; and the 
various sense objects to the kingdom and the subjects of the king. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura says, “When the pure cognizant 
living entity accepts a body, he is known as dehi (embodied). As 
long as lust dwells in the senses, mind and intelligence, it keeps the 
knowledge of the living entity covered. The subtle state of lust is 
avidya, or ignorance. It is this ignorance only that originally offers 
the jtva, who is an atomic conscious entity with a pure ego, the initial 
veil of ignorance - material false ego. Material intelligence acts as a 
shelter for this lust, or ignorance. Later, when the material false ego 
has developed, material intelligence provides the mind as a second 
shelter for lust. The mind that runs after sense objects then provides 
the senses as the third place of shelter for this lust. Taking shelter of 
these three places, lust casts the living entity into worldly enjoyment. 
When a living entity turns towards Sri Bhagavan by his own will, it is 
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called knowledge, or vidya, and when he wilfully becomes averse to 
Sri Bhagavan, it is called ignorance, or avidya.” 

Verse 41 

cTTTRT ccTfiTf^rwd R^TKf I 

W^TFT ^Iwfcl^lWHI^WH Il^ H 

tasmat tvam indriyany adau niyamya bharatarsabha 
papmanam prajahi hy enam jndna-vijndna-ndsanam 

tasmat - therefore; tvam - you; indriyani - the senses; adau - first of 
all; niyamya - by regulating; bharata-rsabha - O Arjuna, best of the 
descendants of Bharata; papmanam - evil; prajahi - you must destroy; 
hi - certainly; enam - this; jnana - of knowledge; vijnana - of realization 
(of Me); nasanam - destroyer. 

Therefore, O Arjuna, best of the descendants of Bharata, in the 
very beginning of your spiritual life, control your senses in order 
to completely slay this embodiment of evil (lust), which is the 
destroyer of both wisdom (jnana) and realization of Me (vijnana). 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: By conquering the place where the enemy 
has taken shelter, the enemy is conquered. This is the strategy. It is 
progressively more difficult to control the senses, the mind and the 
intelligence, which are the seats of kdma, the desire to enjoy, ft is 
very difficult to control the senses, but they are easier to control than 
the mind and intelligence. “Therefore, first conquer your senses.” 
Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with the word tasmat, just 
to explain this point. Although the mind, which is very difficult to 
control, runs after enjoying another’s wife and wealth, you should 
understand what is happening; this is only the work of the senses, 
such as the eyes, ears, hands and legs. One should control these senses 
by not allowing them to pursue their respective objects. Papmanam 
means ‘to give up this ferocious desire to enjoy’. In this way, if a person 
gradually controls his senses, his mind will also become free from lust 
in due course of time. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Assisted by the senses, this 
powerful lust uses the ropes of delusion to bind the jlvas who are 
averse to Sri Bhagavan. Therefore, it is imperative from the outset to 
control the senses such as the eyes. When the external senses are 
thus controlled, the mind, whose function is sarikalpa (decision, 
or determination) and vikalpa (indecision, or doubt), will also be 
controlled. Sri Bhagavan also spoke thus to Uddhava: 

visayendriya-samyogan manah hsubhyati nanyatha 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.26.22) 

The mind becomes restless only when the senses come in contact 
with the sense objects, not otherwise. 

asamprayunjatah pranan samyati stimitam manah 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.26.23) 

Therefore, the mind of a person who has control over his senses 
becomes stable and peaceful. 

Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “Therefore, 
O best of the descendants of Bharata, by first controlling the senses 
and mind, conquer this extremely formidable lust, which destroys 
both knowledge and realization of Me. Destroying lust, which is a 
distortion of pure love of God (prema), reinstate yourself in your 
own constitutional nature by taking shelter of prema. The first 
commendable duty of a conditioned soul is to follow the principles 
of genuine renunciation and to pursue one’s prescribed duties. Thus, 
by gradually attaining the stage of sadhana-bhakti, he should perform 
sadhana to attain prema-bhakti. Unalloyed devotion is attained by My 
mercy or by the mercy of My devotee. Although it is very rare, in some 
cases it manifests without any cause.” 


Verse 42 


TT TO - : I 

TO <dkd4<vd4: TOTO TT:||^I 


indriyani parany ahur indriyebhyah param manah 
manasas tu para buddhir buddher yah paratas tu sah 
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indriyani - the senses; parani - are higher than dull matter; ahuh - they (the 
sages) say; indriyebhyah - than the senses; param - higher; manah - the 
mind; manasah - than the mind; tu para - indeed higher; buddhih - 
intelligence; buddheh - than intelligence; yah - who; paratah - still higher; 
tu - but; sah - he (the soul). 

The senses are said to be superior to inert matter, and the mind 
is superior to the senses. The intelligence is superior to the mind, 
and he, the soul, is superior even to the intelligence. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: It is inappropriate to try to first control the 
mind and intelligence in the initial stages; to do so is impossible. 
Nevertheless, to explain the process, Sri Bhagavan is speaking this 
verse beginning with indriyani parani. He is saying, “The senses are 
more powerful than a courageous warrior who has conquered the 
ten directions. Indeed, they are superior to him, for even he cannot 
control his senses. The mind is more powerful than the senses, and it 
is superior to them, for it remains active even during dreams when the 
senses are dissolved. Intelligence that is endowed with realization is 
still more powerful than the mind and superior to it, because resolute 
intelligence remains active even during deep sleep, when the mind is 
dissolved. Over and above this, the soul, or atma, is more powerful 
than the intelligence and superior to it, for it continues to exist even 
when the intelligence is dissolved. It is this glorious soul alone that can 
conquer lust. This jivatma, which is more powerful than everything 
else, can definitely control lust, once he has controlled the senses, 
mind and intelligence. You should not doubt this.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the Srutis it is also said: 

indriyebhyah para hy artha arthebhyas ca parani manah 
manasas tu para buddhir buddher atma mahan parah 

Katha Upanisad (1.3.10) 

Certainly, the senses are superior to the gross body, and the mind 
is higher than the senses. Higher than the mind is intelligence, 
and the great one, the soul, is the highest of all. 
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Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “I am 
explaining to you in brief that your real identity is that of a soul, 
a jlva. You have accidentally become bound by inert matter, so now 
you identify yourself with the senses, mind and intelligence. This 
is delusion and it is created by ignorance. The senses are superior 
to and more subtle than inert matter. The mind is superior to and 
more subtle than the senses. The intelligence is superior to and more 
subtle than the mind, and the soul, or the self, is superior even to the 
intelligence.” 


Verse 43 

TTcf spt: rn: tSj^cfT TTTrT^IrHHHIrHHI I 

YT5T WFTf^l TTWf ^TRT<?R IIX^II 

evam buddheh par am buddhva samstabhyatmanam atmana 
jahi satrum mahd-bdho kdma-rupam durasadam 

evam - in this way; buddheh - than intelligence; param - superior (the 
soul); buddhva - having understood; samstabhya - by fully stabilizing; 
atmanam - the mind; atmana - through determined intelligence; 
jahi - destroy; satrum - enemy; mahd-bdho - O mighty-armed one 
(Arjuna); kdma-rupam - in the form of lust; durasadam - this difficult- 
to-vanquish. 

O mighty-armed Arjuna, knowing the soul to be superior to the 
intelligence, control the mind with pure intelligence that relates 
to the true self, and destroy this formidable enemy in the form 
of lust. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan is concluding this chapter with 
this verse beginning with evam. “Knowing the living entity, or jlva, 
to be superior to the intelligence and distinct from all mundane 
designations, and making your self steady by knowledge of your true 
self, destroy this lust, which is very difficult to conquer.” 
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In this chapter, the practice of selfless action offered to Bhagavan 
(1 niskama-karma-yoga ) and the merits of knowledge ( jnana ), which is 
its aim, have been described. 

Thus ends the bhavanuvada of Srlla Visvanatha Cakravartl Thakura’s 
Sdrartha-varsim-tika (the commentary that gives pleasure 
to the devotees and is accepted by all saintly persons) 
on the Third Chapter of Sri mad Bhagavad-glta. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
quotes Sri Krsna as saying, “In this way, with the help of transcendental 
knowledge of the soul, know yourself to be superior to all mundane 
identification with the senses, body, mind and intelligence ( aprakrta- 
tattva), and also know yourself to be My eternal servant. Thus become 
steady by the grace of My transcendental knowledge potency, the cit- 
sakti, and gradually destroy this formidable lust.” 

Thus ends the Sarartha-varsini Prakasika-vrtt i, 
by Sri Srlmad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvaml Maharaja, 
on the Third Chapter of Srlmad Bhagavad-glta. 
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jnana-Yocja 

Yoga Through Transcendental Knowledge 


Verse i 



rdc|4o|d ylThclH^Hoild^l 

IddFdlH^ W ?> II 

srl bhagavan uvaca - 

imam vivasvate yogam proktavan aham avyayam 
vivasvan manave praha manur iksvakave ’bravit 

srl bhagavan uvaca - Sri Bhagavan said; imam - this; vivasvate - unto 
the sun-god; yogam - science of yoga', proktavan - instructed; aham - 1; 
avyayam - imperishable; vivasvan - Vivasvan, the sun-god; manave - unto 
Manu (the father of mankind); praha - told it; manuh - Manu; iksvakave - 
unto Iksvaku; abravlt - spoke. 

Sri Bhagavan said: I instructed this eternal science of yoga to 
the sun-god Vivasvan, who instructed it to Manu. Manu then 
instructed it to Iksvaku. 


SArARTHA-VARSINI: In the Fourth Chapter, Sri Bhagavan explains 
the reasons for His appearance, the eternal nature of His birth and 
activities, and the superiority of transcendental knowledge ( jhana) in 
the form of study of the Vedas. The path of spiritual advancement 
through transcendental knowledge ( jhana-yoga), which is the 
objective of selflessly performing one’s prescribed duties ( niskama- 
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karma), is glorified in this verse beginning with imam, as well as in 
the next chapter. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In every manvantara, an 
incarnation of Manu appears, the initial manvatara being Svayambhuva 
Manu. The first person to receive instructions on jnana-yoga in the 
current Vaivasvata-manvantara was Manu’s father, Vivasvan, the 
sun-god. In this verse, Sri Bhagavan introduces the concept of a 
sampradaya, a bona fide succession of self-realized spiritual masters. 
Without this unbroken spiritual lineage, neither jnana-tattva nor 
bhakti-tattva can manifest in their pure form in the material world. 
This disciplic succession is also known as amnaya-parampara. Only 
by this disciplic line are the gravity, antiquity and significance of the 
subject specifically proven. It is seen that in India, even the common 
people have faith in the ancient disciplic lineage and are devoted to it. 
That guru-parampara, or disciplic succession, which bestows complete 
knowledge of bhagavat-tattva, is called amnaya, or sampradaya. Mantras 
that are not received from a bona fide sampradaya are fruitless. In 
this present age of Kali, there are four Vaisnava sampradayas: (1) Sri 
(Taksmi), (2) Brahma, (3) Rudra and (4) Sanaka, or the four sons of 
Brahma known as the Kumaras. Sri Krsna is the original source of all 
four sampradayas. Only from Sri Krsna does real knowledge of the 
Supreme Person flow into this material world. “ Dharmam tu saksad 
bhagavat-pranitam - real religion comes directly from Sri Bhagavan” 
( Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.3.19). 

As stated in Bhagavad-gita, Bhagavan Sri Krsna first instructed this 
knowledge to Vivasvan, the sun-god, who then instructed Manu. Manu 
in turn gave these divine instructions to Iksvaku. Thus the system 
of disciplic succession, or guru-parampara, is an ancient and reliable 
tradition that ensures the continuation of the sampradaya, or lineage. By 
it, divine knowledge has been preserved to the present day. Whenever 
this line is broken, Sri Bhagavan again arranges for it to manifest in 
the material world. Exalted pure devotees, or maha-bhagavatas, such 
as Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana 
and others in the guru-parampara of the Brahma-Madhva-Gaudiya 
sampradaya, realized this divine knowledge and instructed the common 
people on it through their realized commentaries. Unless a person is 

222 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Jnana-Yoga 


Verses 1-3 


properly situated in this disciplic succession, he can never understand 
the real import of Bhagavad-glta, even if he is highly qualified in terms 
of material knowledge. 

It is important to protect oneself from self-made commentators; 
otherwise, realization of the true meaning of Bhagavad-glta will not 
be possible. Although milk is pure and nourishing, when it has been 
touched by the lips of a snake, it acts like poison. Similarly, topics of Sri 
Hari are supremely purifying for the material world, but when they are 
recited by non-devotees such as impersonalists or those who consider 
the body to be the self, hearing such topics becomes the cause of one’s 
destruction. In this connection, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu has also said, 
“ mayavadl-bhasya sunile hay a sarva-nasa - if one hears the commentary 
of the impersonalists, everything is destroyed” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, 
Madhya-llla 6.169). 


Verse 2 

ttct wqriwvrfiTif i 

WcTT WcfT II ^ II 

evam parampara-praptam imam rajarsayo viduh 
sa kaleneha mahata yogo nastah parantapa 

evam - in this way; parampara - by disciplic succession; praptam - 
received; imam - this; raja-rsayah - the saintly kings; viduh - understood; 
sah - that; kalena - by time; iha - in this world; mahata - by the great 
influence; yogah - the process for connecting with the Supreme Lord; 
nastah - lost; parantapa - O conqueror of the foe. 

O Arjuna, this yoga was thus received in disciplic succession and 
the saintly kings understood it through that process, but after a 
prolonged lapse of time, it almost become lost to the world. 

Verse 3 

TT TTcrpq -qzrr zftTT: rfftfr: T-GTH: | 

'Rrhisfa ^ 3II 
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sa evayam maya te ’dya yogah proktah puratanah 
bhakto ’si me sakha ceti rahasyam hy etad uttamam 

sah era ay am - that very same; maya - by Me; te - to you; adya - today; 
yogah - science of connection with the Supreme; proktah - spoken; 
puratanah - ancient; bhaktah - devotee; asi - you are; me - My; 
sakha - friend; ca - and; iti - thus; rahasyam - confidential; hi - because; 
etad - this; uttamam - transcendental. 

You are My devotee and My friend; for this reason I am today 
explaining to you the supremely confidential knowledge of that 
ancient process of yoga. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Krsna says, “I am telling you this because 
of two sentiments that are inherent within our relationship. In the 
first place, you are My devotee, which means you are My servant; 
and secondly, you are My friend. It is not appropriate to disclose this 
knowledge to anyone who does not possess these attributes. That is 
why it is confidential.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: A bona fide spiritual master 
instructs highly confidential principles, such as fundamental know¬ 
ledge of the Truth ( tattva-jhana) and essential principles of devotion 
( bhakti-tattva ), only to a disciple who is affectionate, surrendered 
and endowed with a service attitude. Those bereft of these qualities 
are unable to retain or realize such knowledge. Here, Bhagavan Sri 
Krsna tells Arjuna, “You are My affectionate servant and dear friend; 
therefore I am explaining this mysterious secret of karma-yoga to you.” 

Verse 4 

3m qcmt rddkid: i 

m^drsMIHW ccPTT^ mtrhcnftrfcT llxll 

arjuna uvaca- 

aparam bhavato janma param janma vivasvatah 
katham etad vijdniydm tvam adau proktavan iti 
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arjunah uvaca - Arjuna said; aparam - recent; bhavatah - Your; janma - 
birth; param - ancient; janma - the birth; vivasvatah - of the sun-god; 
katham - how?; etat - this; vijanlyam - may I understand; tvam - You; 
adau - in the beginning; proktavan - spoke; iti - that. 

Arjuna said; Your birth took place only recently, whereas the sun- 
god was born in ancient times. How am I to understand that You 
spoke this yoga to him in a previous age? 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna is questioning Sri Krsna, considering 
His previous statement to be impossible. “You were born recently 
(aparam), and Surya, the sun-god, was born long ago (param), so how 
can I believe that You instructed him in this yoga in ancient times?” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Arjuna is Bhagavan’s great 
devotee and eternal friend. For this reason, he is referred to as an 
associate of Sri Krsna, and as such he is completely conversant with 
the science of Godhead, or bhagavat-tattva. Ignorant people generally 
think that Bhagavan Vasudeva, the controller of all controllers, is an 
ordinary human being. Instead of accepting that He is omniscient and 
ever-existing, they consider Him to be a man of limited knowledge 
who is subject to death. They also think that the birth and activities of 
Bhagavan are temporary; they do not know that they are transcendental. 
It is said in Bhagavad-gita (10.12): 

param brahma param dhama pavitram paramath bhavan 
purusarh sasvatam divyam adi-devam ajam vibhum 

Arjuna said: You are the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
the ultimate abode, the purest and the Absolute Truth. You are 
the eternal, transcendental, original person, the unborn and the 
greatest. 

Ignorant persons accept the opposite meaning of this verse. They 
do not accept that Sri Bhagavan is the Supreme Absolute Truth, who 
possesses a spiritual form and the highest purity. They also do not 
believe that He is an eternal person and the original Godhead, who 
is unborn and all-pervading, and who is endowed with unlimited 
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transcendental opulence. Although Arjuna is highly learned, for the 
welfare of humanity and so that Bhagavan may deliver these truths 
from His own lotus mouth, he is inquiring from Bhagavan Sri Krsna 
as if ignorant. 


Verse 5 



dl^' % T-ra’fT'h H ccf WrFTIimi 

sri bhagavan uvaca- 

bahuni me vyatltani janmani tava carjuna 
tany aham veda sarvani na tvam vettha parantapa 

sri bhagavan - the Lord, complete in six opulences; uvaca - said; 
bahuni - many; me - I; vyatltani - have passed; janmani - births; tava - 
you; ca - and; arjuna - O Arjuna; tani - them; aham - 1 ; veda - remember; 
sarvani - all; na - not; tvam - you; vettha - remember; parantapa - O 
chastiser of the enemy. 

The all-opulent Personality of Godhead said: O chastiser of the 
foe, both you and I have passed many lives. I remember all of 
them, whereas you do not. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In this verse beginning with bahuni, Sri Bhagavan 
says, “1 have also instructed this science in My other incarnations.” 
Tava ca means, “Whenever 1 have descended, you have also appeared 
as My associate. Being both omniscient and omnipotent, 1 remember 
all of My appearances. For the fulfilment of My pastimes, 1 have 
covered your knowledge, and that is why you do not remember your 
previous births. Now, with the identity of being a son of Kunti, you are 
giving pain (tapa) to the enemy (para), O Parantapa.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Here, Sri Krsna informs 
Arjuna, “Prior to My present appearance, 1 descended in many 
other incarnations and manifested many different names, forms and 
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pastimes. I remember all of them fully. You also appeared with Me, 
but because you are in the category of jlva-tattva (an individual soul, 
an atomic conscious particle), you do not remember them.” 

At the time of Krsna’s name-giving ceremony, Sri Gargacarya also 
confirmed that Krsna has many names, forms, and pastimes: 

bahuni santi namani rupani ca sutasya te 
guna-karmani rupani tany aham veda nojanah 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.8.15) 

According to His qualities and activities, your son has many names 
and forms. I am aware of them, but others are not. 

Similarly, Bhagavan told Mucukunda: 

janma-karmabhidhanani santi me ’nga sahasrasah 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.51.36) 

My dear Mucukunda, My name, births, activities and other 
characteristics are unlimited. 


Verse 6 





ajo ’pi sann avyayatma bhutanam isvaro ’pi san 
prakrtim svam adhisthaya sambhavamy atma-mayaya 


ajah - unborn; api - although; san - being; avyaya-atma - imperishable 
body; bhutanam - of all beings; isvarah - the Lord; api - although; san - 
being; prakrtim - nature (consisting of eternality, knowledge and bliss); 
svam - My original; adhisthaya - situated; sambhavami - I fully manifest; 
atma-mayay a - by My yogamaya potency. 

Although My form is unborn and indestructible, and although 
I am the Lord of all living entities, still I appear through My 
yogamaya potency in My original form of eternality, cognizance 
and bliss. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan is explaining the tattva, or reality, 
of His birth. “Although I am unborn, I manifest in various species, 
such as demigods, humans and animals.” One may ask, “What is so 
wonderful about this? In reality, the jtva is also unborn, and when his 
gross body is destroyed, he also accepts another birth.” In response, 
Sri Bhagavan says, avyayatma. “My body is imperishable, whereas 
the body of the jtva is perishable. Moreover, the unborn nature of the 
jtva is of a different type. His birth is due to his bodily identificaton, 
which has arisen out of ignorance. As the Supreme Controller, I am 
non-different from My body, and consequently, My quality of being 
both born and unborn is perfectly natural. Such a nature, which is 
impossible to find elsewhere, is wonderful and beyond the scope of 
logic and reason. Therefore, it is not possible to compare My birth to 
that of the jtva, who takes birth in high and low species as a result of 
his piety and sin.” To clarify this further, Bhagavan Sri Krsna says, 
“Even though I am the Supreme Controller of the jivas, which means 
that I am free from the control of karma, still I accept birth.” 

The following doubt may be raised: “The jtva also takes bodies in 
various species, such as demigods, humans and animals, as a result 
of the activities of his subtle body, and these cause his bondage. You, 
the Supreme Tord, do not have a subtle body. You are all-pervading 
and the controller of all principles, including time ( kala ) and action 
(karma). It is said in the Srutis that You desired to become many: 
‘bahu-syam -1 can become many’. According to this statement, You are 
everything in the entire universe. However, You specifically express 
1 evam-bhuto ’py aham sambhavami - although I appear to be everything 
in the universe, still I personally manifest Myself.’ From this it is 
understood that You take birth only to manifest Your eternal form, 
which is categorically distinct from the whole universe.” 

This being the case, one may inquire, “What is the nature of these 
bodies of Yours?” In response to this, Sri Bhagavan says in the second 
half of this verse, “ prakrtim svam adhisthaya sambhavamy atma- 
mayaya - I appear through My yogamaya potency in My original form 
of eternality, cognizance and bliss.” If the word prakrti is taken to 
indicate the external deluding potency, or maya-sakti, the meaning 
here becomes ‘Paramesvara, the presiding controller of material 
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nature, becomes the universe with the help of this potency’. However, 
this does not describe the specific nature of Sri Bhagavan. In the 
Sanskrit dictionary it is said, “ samsiddhi-prakrtis tv ime svarupam ca 
svabhdvas ca - svarupa (constitutional form) and svabhava (intrinsic 
nature) are synonyms for samsiddhi (perfection) and prakrti.” For this 
reason, the word prakrti mentioned in this verse indicates svarupa. 
The nature of this form of Bhagavan is eternal, full of knowledge and 
all-blissful (sac-cid-ananda). 

Srlla Sridhara SvamI says, “Your svarupa is not composed of 
the deluding potency but is transcendental and composed of sac- 
cid-ananda. Therefore, Your prakrti, or constitutional form, is the 
embodiment of suddha-sattva, pure, transcendental goodness.” 

According to Sri Ramanujacarya, prakrti means ‘nature’, or svabhava. 
“Remaining situated in Your svabhava, that is, fully retaining Your 
divinity, You manifest Your own form by Your independent will 
only.” If we accept prakrti to mean ‘nature’, or svabhava, then the use 
of these qualifying adjectives - sac-cid-ananda-ghana (concentrated 
eternity, knowledge and bliss) and eka-rasa (uniformly composed 
of one substance) distinguish Sri Bhagavan’s form from maya. Svam 
means ‘one’s own form’. It is said in the Srutis, “sa bhagavatah kasmin 
pratisthitah sva-mahimni - Sri Bhagavan is situated in full possession 
of all His divine glory.” According to Sri Madhusudana Sarasvati, 
when Bhagavan appears, He still remains situated in His svarupa. He 
behaves like an embodied living entity, although there is no difference 
between His body and His actual self. 

One may raise the question, “Since You are eternal, when You accept 
indestructible forms such as Matsya and Kurma, are Your past and 
present forms also simultaneously perceptible?” In response Bhagavan 
says atma-mayaya. “This act is performed by My internal potency, or 
yogamaya. My svarupa is both concealed and manifested by this internal 
potency, which is the special function of My knowledge potency, or cit- 
sakti. I appear only with the help of this yogamaya, who is manifesting 
My present svarupa and who is concealing My previous forms.” 

Srlla Sridhara SvamI writes in his commentary, “I appear only by 
My internal potency, known as yogamaya or atmamaya, the potency 
of complete and infallible knowledge, strength, prowess and so on.” 
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Sri Ramanujacarya writes in his commentary, “Sri Bhagavan appears 
through His own knowledge potency, atmamaya. Maya vayunam 
jnanam. In this context the word may a is a synonym for knowledge. 
This is also confirmed by the Sanskrit dictionary. Sri Bhagavan knows 
the pious and impious actions of the eternal living entities only with 
the help of this potency.” 

According to Madhusudana Sarasvati, “It is simply due to illusion 
that one applies the conception of the body and the embodied to Me, 
Bhagavan Vasudeva, for I am transcendental to all such duality.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The Kurma Parana states, 
“ deha-dehl-vibhagas ca nesvare vidyate kvacit - in regard to Sri Bhagavan, 
there is no distinction between the body and the embodied.” 

In regard to the living entity, however, the body is different from 
the embodied soul. In other words, his gross and subtle bodies 
are different from him, the jivatmd. This is further clarified in Sr I 
Caitanya-caritamrta ( Madhya-llla 17.132): 

deha-dehlra, nama-namlra krsne nahi ‘bheda’ 
jlvera dharma - nama-deha-svarupe ‘vibheda’ 

In regard to Krsna there is no distinction between His name 
( nama ) and the possessor of the name (naml), nor between His 
body (deha) and the embodied ( dehl ). The embodied living entity’s 
nature, name and body, however, are different from his eternal, 
spiritual constitution. 

Bhagavan is unborn ( aja ). By His own will He accepts the shelter 
of His internal potency, or cit-sakti, in the form of yogamaya, and by 
manifesting His eternal body in this material world, He performs 
simple and natural pastimes as though an ordinary boy. That said, 
His body consisting of eternality, cognizance and bliss is not covered 
by a gross or subtle body. The atomic living entity, on the other hand, 
being overpowered by the influence of Bhagavan’s deluding potency, 
accepts a subtle and a gross body according to the impressions created 
by his previous actions, and in this way he again takes birth. 
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In conclusion, Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura has commented that 
Krsna is explaining to Arjuna, “Although you and I appear in this 
world again and again, there is a specific difference between your 
descent and Mine. I am Isvara, the controller of all living entities; I am 
without birth; and My form is immutable. I appear through the agency 
of My own knowledge potency, the cit-sakti, whereas the jlvas take 
birth in this world under the influence of My deluding potency, which 
deprives them of the memory of their past lives. Jlvas have to accept 
a subtle body as a result of their previous actions, and as a result of 
taking shelter of that subtle body, they have to repeatedly take birth. 
My appearance, however, in demigod, animal and other forms, occurs 
solely by My own will. Unlike the jtvas, My supremely pure conscious 
body is not covered by a subtle and a gross body. In this mundane 
plane, I manifest that very same eternal body that exists naturally in 
the spiritual realm of Vaikuntha. 

“Someone may inquire, ‘How is it possible for the transcendental 
Personality to manifest in the material world, along with His realm?’ 

“Now hear My response. My yogamaya-sakti is inconceivable and 
consequently beyond comprehension. No amount of reasoning, however 
clever, will allow one to understand and measure the activities of yoga- 
maya. It is your duty to at least understand by intuitive knowledge 
that I, Bhagavan, endowed as I am with inconceivable potency, am 
not bound by any rules governing the mundane plane. By My mere 
will, all the entities of Vaikuntha can easily manifest their supremely 
pure forms in this material world. In other words, I can transform the 
complete material phenomenal manifestation into spiritual existence. 
My all-spiritual form, which is beyond all material laws, is completely 
pure, even when it manifests in the material world. What doubt can 
there be about this? That mdya, which controls the jlva, is also My 
energy, but understand that when I use the phrase ‘My energy’, or 
‘prakrti’, it only refers to the spiritual potency, or cit-sakti. Although 
My potency is one without a second, in My presence that potency is 
the spiritual potency, and for the jtvas bound by karma, it appears as 
the deluding mayd potency. This potency, endowed with its respective 
influences and various types of majestic, mystic powers, forces them 
to rotate in the cycle of birth and death.” 
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Verse 7 

3 T^raTR^TtfFT cT^TrRFT ^l^Tq ||V 3 || 

yada yada hi dharmasya glanir bhavati bharata 
abhyutthanam adharmasya tadatmanam srjamy aham 

yada yada - whenever; hi - assuredly; dharmasya - of religion; glanih - 
a decline; bhavati - there is; bharata - O descendent of Bharata; 
abhyutthanam - an increase; adharmasya - of irreligion; tada - then; 
atmanam - My eternally perfect spiritual body; srjami - manifest (Myself 
in a body that looks like a created, material body); aham - I. 

O descendant of Bharata, whenever there is a decline of religion 
and an increase in irreligion, at that time I manifest My eternally 
perfect form in this mundane world. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: When does Sri Bhagavan appear? To answer 
this question, Bhagavan replies with this verse beginning with yada. 
“Being unable to tolerate the decline of religion and the increase of 
irreligion, I appear for the purpose of reversing the situation.” 

According to Sripada Madhusudana Sarasvati, atmanam srjami 
means ‘I create the body’. “With the help of yogamaya, I exhibit My 
eternally perfect spiritual body as if it were created by material nature.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In each birth, a jiva who 
is bound by the result of his action takes a new body that is made 
from inert matter. But Sri Bhagavan, by His own will and through the 
agency of His maya-sakti, deludes the demons in such a way that they 
consider His body to be an object of the material creation. Sri Sukadeva 
GosvamI has confirmed this in Srimad-Bhagavatam (9.24.56): 

yada yada hi dharmasya ksayo vrddhis ca papmanah 
tada tu bhagavan Isa atmanam srjate hardy 

Whenever there is a decline of religion and an increase of sin, 
Bhagavan Sri Hari manifests Himself in this world. 
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Various spiritual masters have explained the word dharma in this 
verse in different ways. Sri Ramanujacarya has accepted the word 
dharma to mean ‘the worship of Bhagavan’. Sri Baladeva Vidyabhusana 
has explained dharma as ‘pure devotion characterized by the per¬ 
formance of arcana (formal worship), dhyana (meditation) and other 
such practices as well as varnasrama-dharma prescribed in the Vedas’. 

Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura has quoted Krsna as follows: “The only 
reason for My appearance is that I desire it; I descend of My own 
free will. Whenever there is a decline in religion and a prevalence 
of irreligion, I appear of My own accord. My laws, which govern 
the activities of this material world, are unconquerable. However, 
when in due course of time, these rules become ineffective for some 
indefinable and indescribable reason, irreligion becomes prominent. 
No one except Me can put an end to this disorder. 1 thus appear in this 
mundane plane with the assistance of My spiritual potency and dispel 
the decline of religion. 

“It is not true that I only appear in the land of Bharata, India. 
According to necessity I appear, by My will, among demigods, animals, 
birds and all other species. Therefore, do not think that I do not 
appear among those outside the Vedic system, such as mleccha, antyaja 
and other outcastes. All those pitiable people also accept a certain 
degree of religiosity as their natural religion (sva-dharma). When 
their religion declines, I also appear among them as an empowered 
incarnation ( saktyavesa-avatara ) by investing a certain living entity 
with My potency, to protect their religion. In India, people regularly 
perform their religious duties in the form of varnasrama-dharma. I 
therefore make a special endeavour to establish this system of religion 
(dharma) among them. For this reason, all the charming incarnations, 
such as the yuga-avataras (who appear in this world in every age so 
as to establish religious principles) and the amsa-avataras (partial 
incarnations) are seen to manifest only in India. In places where there 
is no varnasrama-dharma, people cannot properly practise niskama- 
karma-yoga or its goal, jnana-yoga, and its highest fruit, bhakti-yoga. 
Still, any tinge of bhakti that manifests among those outside the 
varnasrama system can be attributed to the sudden appearance of faith 
generated by the mercy of My devotee.” 
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Verse 8 

'Tfw'iT^f tit«ht t^rmFT ^ 

TF^cnfir wt II 4. II 

paritranaya sadhunam vinasaya ca duskrtam 
dharmasamsthapanarthaya sambhavami yuge yuge 

paritranaya - for the protection; sadhunam - of My (one-pointed) 
devotees; vinasaya - for the destruction; ca - and; duskrtam - of evil¬ 
doers; dharma-samsthapana - establishing religion; arthaya - for the 
purpose; sambhavami - I appear; yuge yuge - in every age. 

To protect My unalloyed devotees, to annihilate the wicked and to 
firmly establish religion, I appear in every age. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “O Arjuna, a question may arise in your heart 
regarding the need for Me to appear when saintly kings, highly 
learned brahmana sages and My devotees are capable of rectifying the 
decline of religion and the increase of irreligion. Listen to My answer. 
Although it is true that they can do this work, I personally appear 
in order to perform acts that are impossible for others. To explain 
this, I have spoken this verse beginning with paritranaya. Paritranaya 
(protecting the saintly devotees) refers to protecting the acutely eager 
hearts of My exclusive, one-pointed devotees who are suffering from an 
intense hankering to take darsana of Me. Just to remove that suffering 
I manifest Myself. Duskrtam means that I appear to annihilate Ravana, 
Kamsa, KesI and the other demons who give pain to My devotees and 
who cannot be killed by anyone else. Dharma-samsthapanarthaya 
means that I advent in order to perfectly establish the supreme, 
eternal religion, which is endowed with the characteristics of bhajana, 
meditation, service to Me, the congregational chanting of the holy 
name and so forth. It is impossible for others to do this. Yuge yuge 
means that I appear in every yuga (age) or kalpa (day of Lord Brahma). 
Although I punish the miscreants, one should not assume that I am 
guilty of being biased. By killing these miscreants with My own hands, 
I protect them from going to hell for their sinful deeds, and I deliver 
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them from material existence. You should consider this punishment 
to be My mercy.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sri Bhagavan establishes 
varnasrama-dharma by transmitting His potency into the hearts of 
His prominent saintly devotees in the royal and brahminical orders. 
However, Bhagavan Himself descends for three reasons: (i) to pacify 
the afflictions of those devotees who are suffering in separation from 
Him, (2) to kill demons like Kamsa who strongly oppose the saintly 
persons and who cannot be killed by others, and (3) to propagate the 
message of pure devotion. 

While defining the word avatara, Srila Jiva Gosvamlpada writes, 
“avataras ca prakrta-vaibhave ’vataranam id - Sri Bhagavan’s descent to 
this material creation is known as avatara." 

Sri Baladeva Vidyabhusana has elucidated on the same point in 
different words: “ aprapancat prapance ’vataranam khalv avatarah - 
Bhagavan’s descent from His unmanifest eternal abode to the mundane 
plane is called avatara.” 

Sri Krsna is avatari, the origin of unlimited avataras. He is therefore 
called Svayam Bhagavan, the Original Supreme Person who has no 
cause other than Himself. His avataras are of six types: (1) purusa- 
avatara, (2) guna-avatara, (3) lila-avatara, (4) manvantara-avatara, 
(5) yuga-avatara and (6) saktyavesa-avatara. This is all stated in Sri 
Caitanya-caritdmrta, Madhya-lila, Chapter Twenty. 

There are four ages, or yugas: Satya, Treta, Dvapara and Kali. In 
Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.5.20), it is stated that Krsna appears in all of 
them: 

krtam treta dvaparam ca kalir ity esu kesavah 
nana-varnabhidhakaro nanaiva vidhinejyate 

One day of Lord Brahma’s life span is called a kalpa. There are 
fourteen different incarnations of Manu called manvantaras in each 
kalpa. There are one thousand catur-yugas (complete cycles of the four 
ages) in one day of Brahma. According to the calculations of human 
solar years, one day of Brahma equals 4,320,000,000 years. Three 
hundred and sixty such days make one year of Brahma, and Brahma 
lives for one hundred such years. 
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Although Bhagavan kills the wicked demons, He remains aloof 
from their faults. In other words, He is free from the imperfection 
of being biased; His killing them is only an exhibition of His mercy 
upon them. Commenting on the verse ajasya janmotpatha-nasanaya 
C Srlmad-Bhagavatam 3.1.44), Srila Visvanatha CakravartI Thakura 
writes, “Although Bhagavan is unborn ( aja ), He descends to annihilate 
and liberate the demons, who impede the path of truth.” 

Srila Sridhara Svarni has also commented in a similar manner: 

lalane tadane matur nakarunya yatharbhake 
tadvad eva mahesasya niyantur guna-dosayoh 

Just as an affectionate mother is not considered hard-hearted or 
harsh if she chastises her child in the course of raising and caring 
for him, the Supreme Lord, Paramesvara is also not cruel when He 
disciplines the jivas to bring out their good qualities and diminish 
their bad ones. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura has quoted Sri Krsna as follows: “I 
establish varnasrama-dharma by infusing My potency into the royal 
and brahminical saints who are devoted to Me. However, in order to 
protect My foremost pure devotees from non-devotees, there is a need 
for My incarnations to appear. Thus appearing as the yuga-avatara, the 
incarnation for each age, I protect the saintly devotees. By eliminating 
the wicked demons, I redress the decline in religion, and by preaching 
the limbs of bhakti, such as hearing ( sravana ) and chanting ( klrtana ), 
I establish the eternal religion of the living entities. 

‘“I descend in every age.’ From this statement, one should 
understand that I also descend in Kali-yuga, and in My incarnation as 
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, I will establish that extremely rare prema, 
the eternal religion of divine love, solely by the process of chanting the 
holy name. This incarnation has no other purpose, and therefore, it is 
the greatest incarnation of all. Even so, I will remain concealed from 
the common man. My pure devotees will naturally be attracted to Me, 
and you, Arjuna, will realize this when you appear with Me in that age. 
The most wonderful feature of this hidden avatara, who delivers the 
people of Kali-yuga, is that I reform the miscreants’ wicked natures by 
blessing them with divine love through the chanting of the holy name 
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( nama-sankirtana ). I do not reform them by completely annihilating 
them, as I did in My previous incarnations.” 

Verse 9 

^ [c;oqHd' zff cTr^TT: I 

c^FrSn 4% TTT^cT TTtS^TIKII 

janma karma ca me divyam evam yo vetti tattvatah 
tyaktva deham punar janma naiti mam eti so ’rjuna 

janma- birth; karma - activities; ca - and; me - My; divyam - transcendental; 
evam - thus; yah - who; vetti - knows; tattvatah - in truth; tyaktva - having 
given up; deham - the present body; punah - again; janma - birth; na 
eti - does not accept; mam - Me; eti - attains; sah - he; arjuna - O Arjuna. 

O Arjuna, My birth and activities are transcendental. One who 
knows this in truth does not take another birth after giving up 
the present body; rather he assuredly attains Me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “One will only become perfectly successful 
when he has understood the essence of the transcendental nature of 
My birth and activities, which are endowed with the characteristics 
described in the previous verses.” This verse, beginning with the 
word janma, is spoken to explain this. Sripada Ramanujacarya and 
Srlpada Madhusudana Sarasvati explain that the word divya means 
‘non-material’, or ‘transcendental’ ( aprakrta) - and Srila Sridhara 
Svami has translated it as alaukika, ‘not of this material world’. The 
material world ( loka ) is created by material nature; therefore, the 
word alaukika means ‘not of this material world’. Srila Sridhara 
Svamipada also implies that Bhagavan’s birth and activities are non¬ 
material, or aprakrta. [Titerally, a means ‘not’, and prakrta means ‘of 
material nature’.] Consequently, because the birth and activities of 
Sri Bhagavan are aprakrta and beyond the modes of nature, they are 
eternal. 

In the Bhagavat-sandarbha, Srila Jiva Gosvami refers to this subject 
in his explanation of the verse, “na vidyate yasya ca janma karma 
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va - the Supreme Personality of Godhead has no material birth or 
activities” ( Srlmad-Bhagavatam 8.3.8). He explains that, although 
this matter cannot be reconciled by logic, it must be accepted on 
the strength of statements from the Vedas and from the Srnrtis, even 
though it is beyond reason and argument. 

In this regard, it is also said in the Purusa-bodhinl Sruti of Pipalada- 
sdkhd: 

eko devo nitya-lllanurakto bhakta-hrdy antar-atma 

Eternally engaged in His own pastimes, the one Lord in His form as 

the indwelling witness of all enters within the hearts of His devotees. 

Regarding the eternality of Sri Bhagavan’s birth and activities, 
detailed descriptions have been given in various places in the 
nectarean Srlmad-Bhagavatam. 

“After hearing My statements such as yo vetti tattvatah (Gita 4.9), 
ajo ’pi sann avyayatmd (Gita 4.6) and janma karma ca me divyam (Gita 
4.9), one who understands the eternal nature of My birth and activities 
with theistic intelligence, not depending on empiric knowledge, does 
not have to take birth again in this material world.” 

“There is a Gita statement (17.23), ‘om tat sad iti nirdeso brahmanas 
tri-vidhah smrtah - the Vedas and yajhas were originally created from 
these three words [om tat sat] of the brahmanas.’ They who understand 
the word tat in this statement to mean brahma, the Supreme, do not 
have to take birth again after giving up their present body. Rather, it is 
assured that they attain Me.” Here, a superior meaning is attributed to 
the phrase, ‘giving up the body’. “Such a person does not take another 
birth after quitting the body. Instead, he attains Me even without 
giving it up.” 

Srlpada Ramanujacarya writes, paraphrasing Sri Krsna, “True 
knowledge of My transcendental birth and activities completely 
destroy all sins that impede one on the path to attaining My full 
shelter. Only those dear devotees who have taken shelter of Me attain 
Me, even in this very life.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: They who, by the grace of the 
spiritual master and the Vaisnavas, realize that Sri Bhagavan takes a 
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transcendental birth and performs transcendental activities through 
the medium of His potency of inconceivability, or acintya-sakti , attain 
eternal service to Him in this very life by the mercy of His pleasure¬ 
giving potency (the hladinl-sakti). On the contrary, they who consider 
the birth and activities of Sri Krsna to be mundane are overpowered 
by ignorance. They wander in the cycle of birth and death, afflicted by 
the threefold miseries. 

Lord Brahma has also said in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (2.7.29) “tat 
karma divyam iva - the activities of Sri Bhagavan are indeed divine.” 
Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura has clarified this point in his 
Bhagavatam commentary on this verse. “In reality, all of Sri Krsna’s 
activities are transcendental.” Furthermore, it is stated: 

na vidyate yasya cajanma karma va 
na nama-rupe guna-dosa eva va 
tathapi lokapyaya-sambhavaya yah 
sva-mayaya tany anukalam rcchati 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (8.3.8) 

For the Supreme Lord, there is no birth, action, name, form, 
qualities, fault and so forth. Nonetheless, He perpetually accepts 
these attributes by His transcendental potency ( maya ) for the 
creation and destruction of the material world. 

The explanation of the above verse by Srila Jiva Gosvami is 
significant and can be referred to in his Bhagavat-sandarbha and 
Krama-sandarbha. 

The Srutis have described Bhagavan as devoid of a fruitive mentality 
(1 nisphala ), inactive ( niskriya ), without material contamination, or 
faultless ( nirahjana ), formless ( nirakara ), indescribable (asabdam), 
imperishable ( avyaya) and so forth. It is stated like this because He 
is beyond material qualities. Thus, in specific Srutis such as the 
Chandogya Upanisad (3.14.4), He is called sarva-karma, He who 
performs all activities; sarva-kama, He who has all types of desires; 
sarva-gandha, He from whom all fragrance emanates, sarva-rasa, 
He who embodies all transcendental mellows; and so on. This is 
corroborated in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (6.4.33): 
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yo ’nugrahartham bhajatam pada-mulam 
anama-rupo bhagavan anantah 
namani rupani cajanma-karmabhir 
bheje sa mahyam paramah prasldatu 

To bestow mercy upon those who worship His lotus feet, Bhagavan - 
though free from material names, forms and other attributes - 
accepts various transcendental forms and names through His 
different incarnations and activities. May that unlimited Lord, 
whose opulence is inconceivable, be pleased with me. 

They who are Bhagavan’s devotees achieve Him even while living 
within this body. Krsna says, “yanti mam eva nirgunah - they who are 
free from the modes attain Me” ( Srlmad-Bhagavatam 11.25.22). While 
commenting on this verse, Sola Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura 
writes that the word laya (dissolution) is not mentioned here. This 
clarifies Krsna’s point: “Upon becoming transcendental, My devotees 
attain Me, even in their present body.” 

Verse 10 

^TRrTTTTf ^TcTT II || 

vita-raga-bhaya-krodhd man-mayd mam upasritah 
bahavo jndna-tapasd puta mad-bhdvam agatah 

vita - devoid; raga - of attachment; bhaya - fear; krodhah - and anger; 
mat-mayah - absorbed in Me; mam - to Me; upasritah - surrendered; 
bahavah - many (devotees); jnana-tapasa - by austerities (in the form of 
cultivating knowledge); putah - purified; mad-bhdvam - prema-bhakti for 
Me; agatah - attained. 

Being devoid of attachment, fear and anger, their concentration 
fixed on Me, being completely surrendered to Me, and purified by 
austerity in the form of knowledge, many devotees have attained 
prema-bhakti for Me. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan says, “O Arjuna, it is not that only 
they who have full knowledge of My birth and activities and who are 
present during My current avatara attain Me. Even in previous ages, 
I was attained by those endowed with transcendental knowledge 
of the birth and activities of My incarnations.” To explain this, the 
present verse beginning with vlta-raga is being spoken. Jnana-tapasa 
means ‘purified by austerity in the form of knowledge’. In the opinion 
of the great spiritual authority, Sri Ramanuja, Sri Krsna is saying, 
“This knowledge is realization of the absolute nature of My birth and 
activities. People attain Me when they have been purified by realizing 
My birth and activities in terms of the characteristics described 
earlier.” In other words, “While trying with determination to realize 
the eternal nature of My birth and activities, they attain prema-bhakti 
to Me. However, they are first purified by the austerity of tolerating 
the burning poison of the serpents of various types of wrong opinions, 
misguided logic and fallacious arguments.” 

In Sri Ramanujacarya’s commentary he cites the Sruti statement 
“tasya dhlrah parijananti yonim - one who is fixed, or intelligent, has 
full knowledge of the nature of Sri Bhagavan’s birth.” 

Vita-raga refers to those who have given up attachment to persons 
who engage in mundane talk and who advocate bogus opinions. “My 
devotees do not become angry with them nor do they fear them. 
If one asks why, the answer is that they are intensely absorbed in 
deliberating and meditating on My birth and activities, and in hearing 
and chanting about them.” Mad-bhavam means ‘prema for Me’. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
quotes Krsna as saying, “There are three reasons why foolish people 
are not inclined to deliberate on the transcendental and supremely 
pure nature of My birth, activities and form: (i) attachment to other 
[or worldly] objects, (2) fear and (3) anger. Those whose intelligence 
is tightly bound by mundane thoughts are so deeply absorbed in 
materialism and attached to it that they do not accept that an eternal 
entity known as cit-tattva (transcendental reality) exists. According to 
such persons, svabhava (nature itself) is the Absolute Truth. Some of 
them maintain that inert matter is the eternal cause and the source of 
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spirit. Thejadavadis (who declare that inert matter is the all-in-all), the 
svabhavavadis (who support the theory that everything is occurring 
due to the inherent properties within all phenomena), and the 
caitanya-hlna-vidhivadls (who advocate a system of ethics that is based 
on the conception that there is no consciousness) are all impelled by 
an attachment to their respective theories. Being deluded by objects 
other than transcendental Reality, they gradually become bereft of any 
transcendental attachment to the Supreme Absolute Reality. 

“Although some thinkers do accept spiritual principles as eternal, 
they can have no realization of them at all, because they reject the very 
principles by which transcendental knowledge is easily attained and 
perpetually take shelter of mundane logic and reasoning. Whatever 
attributes and activities they see in inert matter they designate as 
unreal (asat) and very carefully abandon them. Thus, in the name of 
identifying what is uncontaminated by inert matter, they imagine an 
Absolute Reality ( brahma ) that is beyond definition. This, however, 
is nothing more than an indirect manifestation of My maya; it is not 
My eternal form. Tater they give up meditating on My actual form 
(.svarupa ) and worshipping My deity form, fearing that this may cause 
them to come under the influence of material conceptions. Because 
of this fear, they lose the opportunity to realize the true form of 
the Absolute Truth and are deprived of pure love for Me. There are 
others who, being unable to discern any substance beyond matter, 
become possessed by anger. Impelled by such anger, they maintain 
that the Absolute Reality is just a void, nothingness and the complete 
annihilation of all existence. The doctrine of the Buddhists and Jains 
has appeared from this principle of nihilism, or nirvana. 

“Many wise men, however, do become free from attachment, fear 
and anger and see nothing but Me everywhere. They are genuinely 
surrendered to Me, purified by the fire of transcendental knowledge 
and by the penance of tolerating the burning poison of false reasoning. 
Thus they have attained pure, sublime love for Me.” 

Verse ii 

^ w *rr i 
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ye yatha mam prapadyante tarns tathaiva bhajamy aham 
mama vartmanuvartante manusyah partha sarvasah 

ye - they; yatha - as; mam - Me; prapadyante - as they serve; tan - them; 
tatha - so; eva - certainly; bhajami aham -1 love and serve; mama vartma- 
My path; anuvartante - follow; manusyah - all men; partha - O son of 
Prtha; sarvasah - in all respects. 

O Partha, in whichever way a person renders service to Me I 
reciprocate with him accordingly. Everyone follows My path in 
all respects. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: One may ask the following question: “Only Your 
exclusive, one-pointed devotees understand Your birth and activities 
to be eternal. Others, who have an inclination toward jhana and other 
processes, take shelter of You to perfect a particular process, but they 
do not accept the eternality of Your birth and activities. What will 
happen to them?” In response, Sri Krsna speaks this verse beginning 
with ye yatha. “Those who take shelter of Me perform bhajana, and 
f reciprocate by granting them the result of that bhajana. f am the 
Supreme Master, and My birth and pastimes are eternal. To those 
who understand this and who also worship Me by serving My 
pastimes specifically to please Me, 1 as the Supreme Controller, being 
independent to act or not act as 1 choose, also make their birth and 
activities eternal. 1 make them My eternal associates ( parikaras ) and 
at the appropriate time, 1 become manifest and unmanifest in this 
material world, along with them. In this way, 1 bestow My mercy 
upon them at every moment by giving them prema as the fruit of their 
service. 

“There are others, such as the jhanls, who take shelter of Me, 
considering My birth and activities to be temporary and My deity form 
to be a product of the external energy. In turn, I repeatedly throw them 
into the net of the cycle of repeated birth and action, which is subject 
to destruction. There, in the snare of illusion, 1 give them misery in the 
form of birth and death. However, those jhanls who consider My birth 
and activities to be eternal and My deity to be composed of eternality, 
knowledge and bliss take shelter of Me to perfect their knowledge. 
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For such liberationists, who desire mukti through abandoning their 
gross and subtle bodies, I destroy their stay in the cycle of birth and 
death, which is born of ignorance, and grant them brahmananda (the 
bliss of liberation) as the fruit of their worship. Thus, not only My 
devotees take shelter of Me, but also jnanis, karmls, yogis, renunciants, 
worshippers of the demigods and all others follow My path. Since I am 
sarva-svariipa, the form of everything, all paths, including jnana and 
karma, are paths to Me.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: 

tarns tan kaman harir dadyadyanyan kamayatejanah 
aradhito yathaivaisa tatha pumsam phalodayah 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (4.13.34) 

It is understood from this verse that according to the intention 
with which people worship Bhagavan Sri Flari or take shelter of Flim, 
Fie rewards them accordingly. The pure devotees worship Flim to 
attain eternal service to His spiritual form, which is sac-cid-ananda, 
composed of eternality, cognizance and bliss. Making such loving 
devotees His eternal associates, Bhagavan Sri Hari fulfils their desire 
to attain loving service to Him. In accordance with the desire of the 
impersonalist empiric philosophers, Bhagavan grants them liberation 
in the form of nirvana, in the featureless nirvisesa-brahma, which is the 
unvariegated manifestation of His personality. Bhagavan appears to 
those desirous of material enjoyment as He who bestows the fruits 
of their prescribed duty. And He appears to the yogis as Isvara, the 
Supreme Lord, and gives them mystic powers or liberation. However, 
of all the various achievements, the ultimate is to attain service to 
Vrajendra-nandana Sri Krsna in Goloka Vraja. 

It should be clearly understood from the present verse of Bhagavad- 
gita that the results of different types of bhajana depend on the desires 
of the practitioners and are not the same. Some explain the words 
manusyah partha sarvasah to mean that everyone is following the path 
of service to Bhagavan and that all will attain the same result, whatever 
action they perform. This conception is completely incorrect. The idea 
that the miscreants, the jnanis, the devotees and the premi-bhaktas 
ultimately achieve the exact same destination has been refuted in 
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scriptures such as the Bhagavad-gita and Snmad-Bhagavatam. This is 
stated later in the Gita (9.25): 

yanti deva-vrata devan pitfn yanti pitr-vratah 
bhutani yanti bhutejya yanti mad-yajino ’pi mam 

Those who worship the demigods go to the planets of the demigods, 
those who worship the forefathers go to their planet, those who 
worship the ghosts and spirits go to the planet of the spirits, and 
those who worship Me attain Me. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as follows, “I reciprocate 
with the mood in which one accepts shelter of Me and worships Me. 
Everyone can certainly attain Me, because I am the ultimate objective 
of all paths. Those who are pure devotees attain transcendental bliss 
by eternally rendering confidential eternal service to My spiritual 
form, which is composed of sac-cid-ananda, eternality, cognizance 
and bliss, in the Supreme Abode. To the worshippers of My featureless 
aspect, the impersonalists, I award nirvana-mukti, total absorption in 
the nirvisesa-brahma, by way of self-annihilation. Since they do not 
accept the eternality of My sac-cid-ananda form, they consequently 
lose their own eternal, blissful form. 

“According to their degree of conviction, I cast some of them 
into the cycle of birth and death. I appear as void to the nihilists, or 
sunyavadis , merging their existence with the void. I completely cover 
the consciousness of the materialistic empiricists, as well as those 
who identify themselves as being born of nature, by making their 
consciousness almost inert. I am only attainable to them in the form 
of inert nature. I appear as Is vara to the yogis, rewarding them with 
mystic powers or impersonal liberation. In this way, as the intrinsic 
form of everything ( sarva-svarupa ), I am the object of achievement 
for all types of beliefs. Among them all, the only one that should be 
considered supreme is attainment of transcendental service to Me. All 
human beings follow one of My various paths.” 

Verse 12 
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kahksantah karmanam siddhim yajanta iha devatah 
ksipram hi manuse loke siddhir bhavati karmaja 

kahksantah - those desiring; karmanam - of fruitive acts; siddhim - the fruit; 
yajante - worship; iha - in this world; devatah - the demigods; ksipram - 
speedily ; hi - because; manuse loke - in this world of men; siddhih - fruitful; 
bhavati - becomes; karmaja - that arises from fruitive work. 

Those who desire the fruits of their activities in this world 
worship the demigods, because the results of their fruitive work 
are quickly achieved. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Among those with whom I reciprocate, those 
desiring material enjoyment give up the path of direct devotion to Me 
and follow the path of karma, which quickly bears fruit.” To explain 
this point, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with the word 
kahksantah. The word karmaja means ‘born of karma' and refers to 
perfections such as the attainment of the heavenly planets. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Karma is of three types: 
(1) nitya - daily or prescribed, (2) naimittika - occasional and (3) 
kdmya - with fruitive desire. Actions prescribed in the Vedas, such 
as sandhya, or reciting prayers at the three junctions of the day, are 
obligatory, daily religious duties, or nitya-karma. Activities such 
as offering oblations to the forefathers are known as occasional duties, 
or naimittika-karma, and those actions performed with a desire for the 
fruits are called kamya-karma, or sakama. Kamya-karma is superior 
to both abstaining from prescribed duties ( akarma) and performing 
prohibited, sinful action ( vikarma): 

kamais tais tair hrta-jnanah prapadyante ’nya-devatah 

Bhagavad-gita (7.20) 

People who desire the fruits of their actions give up the worship of 
Bhagavan Sri Vasudeva and worship the different demigods. 

labhate ca tatah kaman mayaiva vihitan hi tan 

Bhagavad-gita (7.22) 
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By the arrangements of Bhagavan, they receive their desired results 
from those demigods. 

Those who, by the association of pure devotees, realize the 
insignificance of karma and its fruits, adopt the path of nirguna- 
bhakti. They quickly become successful and attain service to the 
Tord. According to the Snmad-Bhagavatam (11.14.21), this is because 
Sri Bhagavan is achieved only by bhakti: bhaktydham ekaya grahyah. 
Snmad-Bhagavatam (11.14.20) also says “na sadhayati mam yogah - 
Bhagavan is not achieved by such processes as yoga or the performance 
of austerities.” 


Verse 13 


-w 

cTFT ^"crfc'-qfq 


*ri 11 


*31 


catur-varnyam maya srstam guna-karma-vibhagasah 
tasya kartaram api mam viddhy akartaram avyayam 


catur-varnyam - the system of the four social orders, such as the 
brahmanas ; maya - by Me; srstam - was created; guna - of quality; karma - 
work; vibhagasah - according to divisions; tasya - of this; kartaram - the 
creator; api - although; mam - Me; viddhi - you should know; akartaram - 
non-doer; avyayam - the unchanging. 

The fourfold system of varnas ( brdhmana, ksatriya, vaisya and 
sudra ) was created by Me according to divisions of quality (guna) 
and work (karma). Although I am the creator of this system, you 
should know that I am the immutable non-doer. 


SArARTHA-VARSINI: One may ask, “The paths of bhakti and jnana give 
liberation as their fruit, yet the path of karma gives bondage. You, the 
Supreme Controller, have introduced all these paths, so how is it that 
this partiality exists in You?” In response, Sri Bhagavan says, “No, no, 
it is not like this.” To justify this, He has spoken this verse beginning 
with the word catur-varnyam, which indicates the four varnas. 
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The qualities of the four castes, or varnas, are now described. The 
priestly class ( brahmanas ) possess a predominance of the mode of 
goodness, and their work (karma) is to control the mind, senses and 
so forth. The warrior class (ksatriya) is predominated by the mode 
of goodness mixed with the mode of passion, and their duty is to 
be chivalrous and to engage in warfare. The mercantile community 
(vaisyas) is predominated by the mode of passion mixed with 
ignorance, and their work is business, farming and cow protection, 
etc. The class of servants ( sudras ) is predominated by the mode of 
ignorance, and their prescribed duty is to work for others. 

“I have created the four castes, guna-karma-vibhagasah, according 
to divisions based on quality ( guna ) and work (karma), which is the 
basis of the path of fruitive work. Although I am the doer and the 
creator of this system, you should know that I am not in fact the doer or 
the creator, for I am not directly concerned with this system. Material 
nature (prakrti) is My potency, but 1 am transcendental to the modes 
of material nature. Therefore, although I am the creator, I am also not 
the creator, because I am free from the false ego of being the doer. It 
is My prakrti which, as the material cause, is directly concerned with 
establishing this system. I am immutable. In other words, I remain 
unchanged; although I am the creator, I remain completely impartial 
and unconcerned in regard to introducing the varna system.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sri Bhagavan alone is the 
creator and direct initiator of the whole universe. Accordingly, He 
alone is the creator of castes and the fourfold social system of varna- 
dharma. By His constitutional nature, the jtva is an eternal servant of 
Sri Krsna. Bhagavan has bestowed upon him an invaluable treasure in 
the form of independence. When the jiva misuses his independence 
by deciding to not serve Krsna, Bhagavan’s deluding potency, maya , 
immediately covers his eternal nature with gross and subtle bodies 
and throws him into the cycle of repeated birth and death. To deliver 
such souls, Sri Bhagavan, being causelessly merciful, creates the path 
of prescribed duty (varnasrama-dharma) through the agency of His 
illusory potency. At the same time, He is eternally engaged in enjoying 
through His spiritual potency, the cit-sakti. In this way, He remains 
both unchangeable and the non-doer. 
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For further details about the four varnas , one should read Bhagavad- 
glta (18.41-44) and Srimad-Bhagavatam (7.11.21-24) an d (n. 17.16-19). 

Verse 14 

*TT H ^ I 

#T ^IsfcRFTTfcT TT ^T^ll^ll 

na mam karmani limpanti na me karma-phale sprha 
iti mam yo ’bhijanati karmabhir na sa badhyate 

na - no; mam - Me; karmani - all actions; limpanti - bind; na - not; me - 
for Me; karma-phale - for the results of action; sprha - hankering; iti - in 
this way; mam - Me; yah - who; abhijanati - factually understands; 
karmabhih - by actions; na - not; sah - he; badhyate - is bound. 

Karma can never bind Me because I have no desire for the fruit 
of action. They who actually comprehend this truth about Me are 
also never bound by their activities. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Even if Arjuna accepts the arguments given in the 
previous verse, he still may say to Bhagavan, “But You have appeared 
in a dynasty of ksatriyas , and every day You perform the activities of a 
ksatriya, so how can I accept You as the non-doer ( akarta )?” In answer 
to this, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with na mam. “This 
action does not bind Me as it does the living entities. Although the 
living entity desires the fruits of his prescribed duty, in the form of 
residence in the heavenly planets and so on, I have no such desire. 
As the Supreme Controller, I am complete in My own bliss. I perform 
work simply to set an example. Those who do not know Me as such 
become bound by karma." 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sri Bhagavan is the complete 
Absolute Reality, composed of eternality, cognizance and bliss. 
The living entity, the jiva, is an atomic, conscious reality ( anu-cit ). 
Bhagavan is replete with six types of opulence, but the jiva who is 
adverse to the service of Bhagavan is bereft of opulences. Bhagavan is 
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the master of maya, while the jlva is subject to maya’s control. These 
are the differences between the two. The jlva can never, under any 
circumstance, become brahma, or Bhagavan. When the jtva performs 
bhagavad-bhakti, however, knowing that Sri Bhagavan is all-powerful, 
independent, imperishable and free from all desire, he becomes freed 
from the bondage of karma and attains service to Bhagavan in his 
constitutional spiritual form. This is the living entity’s eternal position. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “The path of 
karma, which is created due to adrsta (fate, the unseen destiny of the 
jlva) does not affect Me. Nor do I desire to enjoy the petty fruits of karma, 
because I, Bhagavan, am full in all the six opulences. Those who deliberate 
on the jlva’s path of karma and on My absolutely independent nature, 
understanding that nature to be imperishable, are never bound by 
karma. By performing pure devotion, or suddha-bhakti, they attain Me.” 

Verse 15 

TTR^TT fwf ^4 McRN I 

^ TPFTm 

evam jnatva krtam karma purvair api mumuksubhih 
kuru karmaiva tasmat tvam purvaih purvataram krtam 

evam - thus; jnatva - knowing; krtam - performed (to give an example 
to the world); karma - work; purvaih - by the sages (in ancient times); 
api - even; mumuksubhih - who desired liberation; kuru - you must 
perform; karma - action; eva - certainly; tasmat - therefore; tvam - you; 
purvaih - by those ancients; purvataram - previously; krtam - performed. 

Even the seekers of liberation in ancient times performed their 
prescribed duties simply to set the standard for common men. 
Therefore, you should also perform your work, following the 
example of these predecessor authorities. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Previous authorities such as Janaka, knowing 
Me in this way, have also performed their prescribed duty to set an 
ideal for humanity.” 
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Verse 16 

cfnf Tft%cTT: I 

dxl %??s%s^p ; fTcNi^ii 

kim karma kim akarmeti kavayo ’py atra mohitah 
tat te karma pravaksyami yaj jnatva moksyase ’subhat 

kim - what?; karma - action; kim - what?; akarma - inaction; iti - thus; 
kavayah - discriminating persons; api - even; atra - on this point; 
mohitah - are confused; tat - that (science); te - to you; karma - action; 
pravaksyami - I shall explain; yat - which; jnatva - having understood; 
moksyase - you shall be freed; asubhat - from the inauspicious (bondage 
caused by karma). 

Even men of discrimination become bewildered in their efforts to 
determine what constitutes action and what constitutes inaction. 
For this reason, I shall explain the science of karma to you, knowing 
which you will become liberated from the most inauspicious cycle 
of birth and death. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Even the wise should not perform prescribed 
duty (karma) simply by imitating the previous spiritual authorities. 
Rather, they should act only when they have understood its specific 
nature. For this reason, the complex subject of karma-tattva, the 
science of performing one’s prescribed duty, is being explained. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In Srlla Cakravarti Thakura’s 
commentary, the logic of gatanugatika-nyaya means ‘working by 
imitating the actions of others without trying to deeply understand 
the subject matter of the purpose of the action’. 

Verse 17 

sfteczf cfrgoZi xT fcT'^vrftrr: | 
sfcsfoq cbJ-M 71%: IUV9H 

karmano hy api boddhavyam boddhavyam ca vikarmanah 
akarmanas ca boddhavyam gahana karmano gat ill 
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karmanah - action; hi - because; api - also; boddhavyam - should be 
understood; boddhavyam - should be understood; ca - and; vikarmanah - of 
prohibited action; akarmanah - of inaction; ca - and; boddhavyam - should 
be understood; gahana - profound; karmanah - of action; gatih - the 
science. 

Action, prohibited action and non-action should be distinctly 
understood, for the science of karma is most profound. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Forbidden action ( vikarma) leads to a miserable 
destination. This is the principle. Akarma means ‘to not perform one’s 
prescribed action (karma)’. Why is it auspicious for sannyas Is to refrain 
from their prescribed duty? In other words, how will they attain the 
highest welfare without performing action? The principle of karma is 
extremely deep and difficult to understand. The word karma implies 
all three aspects: action (karma), inaction (akarma) and forbidden 
action (vikarma). 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: It is difficult to understand 
the fundamental principle of karma. Only the karma prescribed in 
scripture is the cause of liberation (moksa). Forbidden action (vikarma), 
which is the opposite of prescribed duty, leads the living entities to 
a miserable destination. To not perform the karma prescribed in 
the scriptures is called akarma (inaction). There are three levels of 
inaction: 

(1) The ignorant do not perform the karma prescribed in the Vedas, 
due to laziness. 

(2) Those who know the result of karma, or prescribed duties, to be 
perishable and miserable become resentful. Being disgusted with 
karma, they act to attain liberation. 

(3) After hearing topics of Sri Bhagavan (hari-katha), some persons 
abandon prescribed karma and cultivate bhakti. 

tavat karmani kurvita na nirvidyeta ydvatd 
mat-katha-sravanadau va sraddhayavan najayate 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.20.9) 
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A person should perform his prescribed duty as long as he has 
not developed renunciation (from karma) or faith in hearing and 
reciting topics about Me. 

In this current verse of the Gita, the word karmano in the phrase 
gahana karmano gatih implies all three aspects - karma, akarma and 
vikarma. 


Verse 18 

zp •q^^rffuT xf zp | 

TT ^fefTFT TT <^rW=h4«^dJI ^11 

karmany akarma yah pasyed akarmani ca karma yah 
sa buddhiman manusyesu sa yuktah krtsna-karma-krt 

karmani - within action; akarma - inaction; yah - who; pasyet - can see; 
akarmani - within inaction; ca - and; karma - action; yah - who; sah - 
that; buddhiman - intelligent person; manusyesu - among mankind; 
sah - he; yuktah-yogi; krtsna-karma - of all activities; krt - the performer. 

One who sees action in inaction and inaction in action is truly 
wise among men. He is a yogi and transcendentally situated, even 
though he performs all sorts of activities. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Of the three types of action, the tattva of action and 
inaction is explained in this verse beginning with the word karmani. 
Personalities such as Janaka Maharaja, who were pure in heart, did not 
take sannyasa, even though they were endowed with jhana. Instead, they 
performed non-action ( akarma) by selflessly offering the fruit of their 
activity to Bhagavan ( niskama-karma-yoga ). Those who can see that 
this is not really action (karma) are themselves not bound by karma. A 
karma-sannyasl whose heart is impure, who lacks real knowledge, and 
who possesses a mere intellectual knowledge of the scriptures, can only 
deliver exalted speeches. But those who can see action in the non-action 
of such sannyasis, and who realize that bondage to action, or karma, 
only leads to a miserable destination, are actually wise. 

The pure-hearted person mentioned above performs all types of 
karma but does not completely reject the performance of prescribed 
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duties, meaning he does not accept karma-sannyasa. On the other 
hand, there are so-called karma-sannyasls who consider themselves 
to be knowledgeable but who are actually proud and garrulous. 
They do not seek higher association or follow the instructions of the 
scriptures; rather they only praise themselves. Those impure-hearted 
persons suffer miserably. 

Sri Bhagavan has also said: 

yas tv asamyata-sad-vargah pracandendriya-sarathih 
jnana-vairagya-rahitas tri-dandam upajlvati 
swan atmanam atma-stham nihnute mam ca dharma-ha 
avipakva-kasayo ’smad amusmac ca vihlyate 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.18.40-41) 

Sometimes, a person who is bereft of real knowledge and 
renunciation makes a show of accepting tridanda, the symbol of 
sannyasa, to maintain his life. This is condemned if his intelligence, 
which should direct the senses, is instead controlled by the fiercely 
strong senses and by the six invincible enemies (lust, anger, greed, 
illusion, pride and envy). Such a person is the killer of his own 
soul. Completely immersed in endless material desires, he denies 
the worshipable demigods, his own self and even Me, who am 
situated within his heart. Thus he is ruined both in this world and 
in the next. 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: All karma performed by 
a niskdma-karma-yogl is inaction ( akarma ), in the form of karma- 
sannyasa. Renunciation of the fruits of action constitutes his 
performance of niskama-karma. Although niskama-karma-yogls 
perform all types of action, they are not considered karmls, or fruitive 
workers. For them action and inaction are the same. On the other 
hand, so-called jnanls who have artificially renounced their prescribed 
duties but whose conduct is poor due to their impure hearts, who are 
proud, and who praise themselves are condemnable. 

Verse 19 

^TFT TF? TFrrcraqT: WT^fVq^TcTT: I 

cfTTlf: qf>*5rl II5^ II 
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yasya sarve samarambhah kama-sahkalpa-varjitah 
jndna.gni-dagdha-karma.narh tam ahuh panditam budhah 

yasya - whose; sarve - every; samarambhah - endeavour; hama- 
satikalpa - of motivation and lust; varjitah - devoid; jnana-agni - by the 
fire of knowledge; dagdha - is burned up; karmanam - action; tam - 
him; ahuh - call; panditam - a learned person; budhah - the wise. 

He whose every action is free from desire and hankering for sense 
pleasure, having burned all fruitive desires within the fire of pure 
knowledge, is called a learned man, or pandita, by the wise. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: In five verses (Gita 4.19-24), the subject of 
karma is now being explained in detail, the first beginning with the 
word yasya. Kama-sahkalpa-varjitah means ‘devoid of the desire for 
the fruits of action’, and samarambhah refers to all actions that are 
properly instigated. Jhanagni-dagdha-karmanam indicates those in 
whom the reactions to all their previous actions, or forbidden actions, 
have been burned by the fire of knowledge. The fate of those who 
perform forbidden action, as described in the Gita (4.17), should 
be understood in this way. As explained in the previous verse, it is 
proper to see the action of a wise person as inaction. Similarly, it is 
also proper to see his forbidden action as inaction. This is congruent 
with the previous verse and will be explained in later verses 
(Gita 4.36-37). 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Those who perform pre¬ 
scribed duties and at the same time become free from fruitive desires, 
as well as from their forbidden acts, burn up all the results of those 
duties in the fire of transcendental knowledge. This results from their 
performance of niskdma-karma-yoga. Such exalted souls are called 
jhanagni-dagdha-karma, ‘those who have burned all their karma in 
the fire of transcendental knowledge’. 

Verse 20 

TT: ll^o || 
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tyaktva karma-phalasangam nitya-trpto nirasrayah 
karmany abhipravrtto ’pi naiva kincit karoti sah 

tyaktva - having given up; karma-phala - the fruits of action; asangam - 
attachment; nitya-trptah - being satisfied by his own eternal bliss; 
nirasrayah - and without dependence (on anyone for his maintenance); 
karmani - in action; abhipravrttah - perfectly performing; api - although; 
na - not; eva - certainly; kincit - anything; karoti - does; sah - he. 

One who has renounced attachment to the fruits of his work, 
who is always satisfied by his own internal bliss, and who is not 
dependent on anyone for his maintenance, performs no action, 
even though fully engaged in all types of action. 

SArARTHA-'VARSINI: Nitya-trptah means that internally such a 
person remains blissfully content. Nirasrayah means not depending 
on anyone for one’s maintenance. 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The word yoga, cited in 
the Sarartha-varsini [the original Sanskrit commentary written by 
Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura] means ‘to attain, or acquire, 
that which one lacks’. The word ksema means ‘to protect what one 
possesses’. 


Verse 21 

^4 chcidlHIIrl II ;>$>!! 

nirasir yata-cittdtmd tyakta-sarva-parigrahah 
sarlram kevalam karma kurvan napnoti kilbisam 

nirasih - who does not hanker; yata - is controlled; citta - whose mind; 
atma - the soul; tyakta - who has abandoned; sarva-parigrahah - 
all ingredients for sense pleasure; sarlram - for bodily maintenance; 
kevalam - solely; karma - his work; kurvan - so doing; na apnoti - does 
not acquire; kilbisam - sinful reaction. 
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A person who can control his mind and senses, who is devoid 
of fruitive desires, who renounces all varieties of sense pleasure 
and who works only for bodily maintenance, does not become 
affected by sinful reactions. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Here the word atma refers to the gross body. 
Sarlram refers to performing acts such as accepting donations from 
dishonest persons to maintain the body. Such people do not incur 
sin even if they act like this. This further describes the phrase of the 
Gita (4.17) “vikarmanah boddhavyam - one should understand the 
fundamental principles of forbidden action ( vikarma ).” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Nirasih means ‘those who 
are devoid of fruitive desires’. Although such people may accept 
charity from dishonest persons to maintain their body, still they do 
not incur sin; nor do they incur piety by accepting charity through 
the proper means. This is because they control the mind and gross 
body and are free from any effort to accumulate objects meant for 
sense enjoyment. 


Verse 22 

TFT: ^ fTdTlfq H II ^ II 

yadrccha-labhasantusto dvandvatlto vimatsarah 
samah siddhav asiddhau ca krtvapi na nibadhyate 

yad-rccha - which comes of its own accord; labha - with gain; santustah - 
satisfied; dvandva - duality (such as heat and cold); atltah - tolerates; 
vimatsarah - free from envy; samah - equipoised; siddhau - in success; 
asiddhau - failure; ca - and; krtva - acting; api - although; na nibadhyate - 
he is not bound. 

He who is satisfied with objects that come of their own accord, 
who tolerates dualities such as heat and cold, who is free from 
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envy, and who remains equipoised in success and failure even 
while performing action, is not bound by it. 

Verse 23 

JJrbFT *1Hlc|R«ld4d>H: I 
^TFTIWT: ^4 WTU yfd<dldrl II II 

gata-sangasya muktasya jnanavasthita-cetasah 
yajnayacaratah karma samagram pravillyate 

gata-sangasya - has given up attachment; muktasya - liberated; jnana - 
in knowledge; avasthita - is situated; cetasah - whose consciousness; 
yajnaya - for the worship of Visnu; acaratah - of one who performs; 
karma - fruitive action; samagram - completely; pravillyate - is nullified. 

For a person devoid of material attachments, whose mind is 
situated in transcendental knowledge, and who performs his 
every action for the worship of the Supreme, all the reactions to 
his past fruitive work are nullified. He becomes liberated and 
attains the stage of non-action. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The characteristics of sacrifice, or yajna, will be 
explained later. Action performed for the sake of yajna is dissolved, 
and this results in a state of inaction ( akarma ). 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Karma (work) performed for 
the pleasure of Sri Bhagavan never becomes a cause of bondage to the 
material world. Such action for the pleasure of Bhagavan is described 
here as akarma-bhava, the state of inaction. 

Mere performance of religious activities, in the form of action as 
prescribed in the Vedas, does not in itself lead to the higher planets, 
nor do sinful activities lead to hell. Those who know karma who 
accept the principle of purva-mlmamsa (that the cycle of birth and 
death is perpetual and the best one can aim for is a higher birth among 
the demigods) claim that actions produce an unseen subtle potency 
called apurva, and it is this apurva that causes the karma to give its 
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results, life after life. Their conception - that these results can later 
be shared by others - is meant to establish the eternality of karma. 
This consideration, however, does not apply to one who selflessly 
performs work without attachment and offers the fruit of that work to 
Bhagavan. 


Verse 24 

brahmdrpanam brahma havir brahmagnau brahmana hutam 

brahmaiva tena gantavyam brahma-karma-samadhina 

brahma - to the supreme spiritual reality; arpanam - the offering (that 
is, with sacrificial spoons and other paraphernalia); brahma - (becomes) 
spirit; havih - the ghee (and other ingredients for offering); brahma - 
becomes spirit; agnau - into the fire; brahmana - by that brahmana; 
hutam - his offering (of foods); brahma - (becomes) spirit; era - certainly; 
tena - by that; gantavyam - is worthy to be attained; brahma-karma - with 
spiritual action; samadhina - by trance. 

In the performance of a fire sacrifice ( yajha ), in which the 
instruments for offering (such as spoon), the ingredients to be 
offered (such as ghee), the place where the offering is made (the 
sacrificial fire), the person making the offering (the priest) and the 
act of offering itself are brahma, or spiritual in nature, and meant 
for the revelation of brahma (transcendence). Indeed brahma is 
the fruit obtained by a person who is one-pointedly absorbed in 
seeking revelation of brahma in the performance of such action. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The previous verse states that one should perform 
work as an act of sacrifice (yajha) to the Supreme. What is the nature 
of such sacrifice? In anticipation of this question, Sri Bhagavan speaks 
this verse beginning with the word brahmdrpanam. Arpanam refers to 
the instrument with which the offering is made. The ladle used in the 
sacrifice and other such instruments are transcendental, or brahma. 
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What is offered, such as the ghee and grains, is also brahma. Brahmagnau 
means that the resting place of the sacrificial fire and the sacrificial 
fire itself are brahma. The brahmana who performs the yajna is also 
brahma. Thus brahma (the Supreme) is the only desirable object for a 
wise man. There is no other result. If one asks why, the answer is that 
this activity is identical to brahma, and therefore, it leads to samadhi, 
exclusive concentration of the mind. No other fruit is obtained. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In sacrificial acts, the special 
instrument used to offer ghee into the fire is called a sruva. The 
ingredients offered to the demigods in the sacrifice are called havi. 

Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “Hear how 
work in the form of sacrifice gives rise to knowledge. I will explain 
various types of sacrifice later. Now, I will explain the fundamental 
principle behind it. Material actions are compulsory for the living 
entity who is bound to material consciousness. In such mundane 
activities, the faithful discharge of prescribed duties in which one 
can deliberate on spiritual reality, or cit-tattva, is called yajiia. When 
conscious reality manifests in matter, it is called brahma. That brahma 
is merely My bodily effulgence. Spiritual reality ( cit-tattva ) is quite 
distinct from the whole material universe. Yajna is perfect when its 
five constituents, namely arpanam (the instrument for offering), havi 
(the ingredients), agni (the fire), hota (the doer) and phala (the fruit), 
are the resting place of brahma, that is, when they are meant for the 
revelation of brahma. A person’s activity is known as brahma-yajna 
when he seeks revelation of brahma in his actions with concentrated 
meditation. The instruments of offering, the ingredients, the fire, the 
doer (that is, his very own existence) and the fruits are all brahma. 
Thus their ultimate destination is also brahma.” 

Verse 25 

ft: i 

WFHTcRT w IRM 

daivam evapare yajnam yoginah paryupasate 
brahmagnav apare yajnam yajnenaivopajuhvati 
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daivam - the demigods; eva - indeed; apare - other; yajnam - sacrifice; 
yoginah - karma-yogis; pari-upasate - perfectly worship; brahma- 
agnau - in the fire of the Absolute Truth; apare - others ( jnana-yogls ); 
yajnam - sacrifice; yajnena - through sacrifice; eva - indeed; upajuhvati - 
make offerings. 

Karma-yogis perfectly worship the demigods in the form of 
offering ceremonial sacrifices to them, while others, jnana-yogls, 
offer all their activities as oblations through sacrifice into the 
sacrificial fire of the Absolute Truth. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan is saying, “There are various types 
of yajna according to the various desired goals. Now hear of them 
all.” Sri Bhagavan speaks eight verses beginning with the present one, 
daivam eva, to explain these different types of yajna. Yajna in which 
demigods such as Indra and Varuna are worshipped is called daivam. 
The performers of such yajna do not consider demigods like Indra and 
others to be brahma. This is being explained here. According to the 
statement sasya-devatetyana, the demigods are the only worshipable 
deities for those who perform deva-yajna, sacrifice to the demigods; 
brahma is not mentioned here. In this verse, yoginah means karma-yogis, 
while apare implies jnana-yogls. Brahmagnau means that brahma, or 
Paramatma Himself, is the sacrificial fire. In that sacrificial fire, or the 
Absolute Truth (tat-padartha), the oblation of the jtva ( tvam-padartha ) 
is offered by the means (ladle) of chanting the pranava-mantra, om. 
This very jnana-yajna will be glorified later. Here, the words yajnam 
and yajnena have been used for the object offered (such as ghee) and 
the instrument of the offering (the ladle) respectively. In other words, 
it is understood that the pure jlva and pranava are indicated by a 
superior understanding of yajna and yajnena, respectively. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
expresses Krsna’s mood as follows, “Those who take the vow to 
perform yajna are called yogis. There are various types of yajna 
according to the different aptitudes of the yogis. In fact, there are as 
many varieties of yajnas as there are types of yogis. Based on scientific 
understanding, all yajnas can be divided into two general divisions: 
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(1) karma-yajha, consisting of sacrificial offerings and (2) jhana-yajha, 
sacrifice in the form of deiiberation on the spiritual reality, cit-tattva. 
This will be explained further on. 

“Now, please hear as I explain some varieties of yajhas. The karma- 
yogis perform their worship through the worship of My authorized 
representatives such as Indra and Varuna who, by My external potency, 
are gifted with specific powers. By such worship, these karma-yogis 
gradually come to the stage of selflessly offering the fruit of their 
endeavours to Bhagavan ( niskdma-karma-yoga ). The sacrifice of the 
jnana-yogis consists of offering themselves ( tvam-padartha ) as the ghee 
into the fire of the Absolute ( tat-padartha ) by reciting the pranava- 
mantra, om, or having taken shelter of the great axiom tat-tvam asi - 
you are His servant. The superiority of this sacrifice in the form of 
deliberation on spiritual reality will be explained later on.” 

Verse 26 

WTlI^TJ ^fcTI 
tWTPFT ^pfcTIRSjl 

srotradinindriyany anye samyamagnisu juhvati 
sabdadin visayan anya indriyagnisu juhvati 

srotra-adini - beginning with the ear; indriyani - the senses; anye - 
others (lifelong celibate students); samyama - of the controlled mind; 
agnisu - into the fire; juhvati - offer; sabda-adin - beginning with sound; 
visayan - the sense objects; anye - others (householders); indriya- 
agnisu - into the fire of the senses; juhvati - offer. 

The lifelong celibates offer their hearing and other senses into the 
fire of the controlled mind, while the householders offer sense 
objects, such as sound, into the fire of the senses. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The resolute celibates, or brahmacaris, offer their 
hearing and other sense functions into the fire of the controlled mind. 
In this way, they completely dissolve the senses into the pure mind. 
The irresolute celibates, or grhasthas (religious householders) offer 
the objects of the senses such as sound into the fire of the senses. 
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Verse 27 

grar^ffq Rrqti 

RrcRT-TRWTPR yj^Jd ^iHdlfMd ii^ii 

sarvanindriya-karmani prana-karmani ccipare 
atma-sarhyama-yogagnau juhvati jnana-dlpite 

sarvani - of all; indriya - of the senses; karmani - the functions; prana- 
karmani - the functions of breath; ca - and; apare - others (yogis); atma- 
samyama - of the self-controlled (pure) soul; yoga-agnau - in the fire 
of connection; juhvati - offer; jnana-dlpite - which is illuminated by 
transcendental knowledge. 

Other yogis offer the activities of all their senses and life-airs into 
the fire of the controlled self, which is illumined by knowledge. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Apare means ‘the knower of pure self, the jiva’. 
These yogis offer all of their senses, the activities of the senses such as 
hearing and seeing, the ten types of life-airs (prana), and the actions 
of the life-airs into the fire of the controlled self, or the fire of the jiva‘s 
purified existence. In other words, they completely dissolve the mind, 
the intelligence, the senses and the ten life-airs in the pure self. Their 
understanding is that there is one pure soul in all that exists, and that 
the mind and so on do not have any real existence. 

The ten types of life-airs and their actions are as follows: 


Name 

Action 

(1) prana 

breathing out 

(2) apana 

breathing in 

(3) samana 

adjusting the equilibrium of all objects 


eaten or drunk 

(4) udana 

going upwards 

(5) vyana 

moving everywhere 

( 6 ) naga 

belching 

(7) kurma 

opening the eyes 

(8) krkara 

coughing 

(9) devadatta 

yawning 

(10) dhananjaya 

remaining in the body even after death 


263 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Srimad Bhagavad-gita 


Chapter 4 


Verse 28 


'^FFTfiT-m^rnt i 
^TcFT: uRfldddl: II ^ I 


dravya-yajnas tapo-yajna yoga-yajnas tathapare 
svadhyaya-jhana-yajhas ca yatayah samsita-vratah 


dravya-yajnah - sacrifice of possessions in charity; tapo-yajnah - 
sacrifice in the form of austerities; yoga-yajnah - sacrifice in the form of 
yoga; tatha - and; apare - others; svddhyaya-jnana-yajnah - sacrifice in 
the form of study of transcendental knowledge from the Vedas; ca - and; 
yatayah - (all these) ascetics; samsita-vratah - follow strict vows. 

Some perform sacrifice by giving their possessions in charity, 
some by performing austerities, some by practising the yoga of 
eightfold mysticism and others by studying the Vedas and 
acquiring transcendental knowledge. All who make such 
endeavours follow strict vows. 


SArARTHA-VARSINI: Those who perform sacrifice by offering their 
material possessions in charity are called dravya-yajnah. Those who 
perform sacrifice by performing difficult austerities, such as the 
candrayana-vrata , are called tapo-yajnah. Those who perform sacrifice 
by the eightfold process of astahga-yoga are called yoga-yajnah, and 
those whose sacrifice is to study the Vedas only in order to acquire 
knowledge are called svadhyaya-jnana-yajnah. All those who make 
such endeavours are described as samsita-vratah (performers of strict 
vows). 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA VRTTI: Here Bhagavan Sri Krsna is 
describing various types of sacrifice. Karma-yogis give food grains, 
cloth and so on in charity. This is their dravya-yajha. They perform 
welfare activities that are described in the Srnrtis, such as digging 
wells and ponds, establishing temples of the demigods, giving food 
in charity, and making parks and gardens. There are others who 
perform activities such as protecting their dependants and taking a 
vow of non-violence towards all. Their charitable activity is called 
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datta-karma. There are others who perform sacrifice for the purpose 
of pleasing the demigods. This is called ista-yajha. And some perform 
painfully austere vows, such as candrayana, which are explained in 
Manu-samhita: 

Krcchra-vrata: 

ekaikam grasam asniyat try-ahani trini purvavat 
try-ahan copavased antyam atikrcchram caran dvijah 

Manu-samhita (11.214) 

For the first three days a person eats one mouthful of food during 
the day. For the next three days, he eats one mouthful daily in 
the evening, and for the three days after that, he takes one morsel 
of food a day without begging. For the last three days, he fasts 
completely. This austere vow is called krcchra-vrata. 

Candrayana-vrata: 

ekaikam hrasayet pindam krsne sukle ca vardhayet 
upasprsams tri-savanam etac candrayanam smrtam 

Manu-samhita (11.217) 

On the full moon day, a person should take only fifteen mouthfuls 
of food per day and take bath in the morning, noon and evening. 
From the first day of the lunar month onwards, he should reduce 
his food by one mouthful each day, and on the fourteenth day 
he should eat only one mouthful. He is to fast completely on the 
dark moon day. From the first day of the bright fortnight onwards, 
he increases his meal by one mouthful each day, eating fifteen 
mouthfuls on the full moon day. This is called candrayana-vrata. 

There are others who perform sacrifice by devoting themselves to 
yoga. Their sacrifice is to perform astahga-yoga while residing in a 
pious place or holy place. Patanjali has said, u yogas citta-vrtti-nirodha - 
yoga means to control the various activities of the mind.” The 
eight limbs of yoga are yama (adhering to regulative principles), 
niyama (abstaining from actions to be avoided), asana (sitting 
postures), pranayama (breath control), pratyahara (withdrawal of the 
senses), dharana (concentration), dhyana (meditation) and samadhi 
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(trance), the performance of which is called astanga-yoga. Other 
karma-yogis call the study of the Vedas jnana-yajha; this is their 
exclusive engagement. 


Verse 29 

^pfcT tjt°T 'TROTH rPTFltl 
WTTFTFFTcft W’TFTnTTO^TW: I 

HRTTITTO: RTWR R^fcTII^II 

apane juhvati pranam prane ’panam tathdpare 
pra.na.punu-gatl ruddhva prdndydma-pardyanuh 
apare niyataharah prdndn prunesn juhvati 

apane - into the down-going; juhvati - he offers; pranam - the up-going 
breath; prane - into the up-going; apanam - the down-going breath; 
tatha - and; apare - others (who have faith in the process of pranayama ); 
prana-apana-gati - the movement of these two airs; ruddhva - having 
blocked; pranayama-pardyanah - devoted to expansion of their life- 
energy; apare - others; niyata-aharah - restraining eating; prdndn - their 
up-going breaths; pranesu - into the up-going breaths; juhvati - offer. 

Others, who are steadfast in controlling the life force ( pranayama ), 
offer the up-going breath (prana) into the down-going breath 
(apdna) and conversely offer the down-going breath into the up- 
going breath. Having stopped both the up-going breath and the 
down-going breath, they dedicate themselves to controlling the 
various life-airs. Others, while checking the eating process, offer 
their up-going breath into down-going breath itself, as a sacrifice. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Some yogis, who are devoted to the control of 
their life-airs, sacrifice the up-going breath (prana) into the down¬ 
going breath (apdna). This means that at the time of inhalation they 
combine them. Similarly, at the time of exhalation, they offer the 
down-going breath into the out-going breath, and as they hold their 
breath, they stop the movement of both the up-going breath and 
down-going breath and become fixed in the practice of pranayama. 
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Others, who want to control the senses, sacrifice their senses into 
their life-airs by moderating their food intake. The senses are under 
the control of prana, the life-air. When the life-air becomes weak, 
naturally the senses also become weak and unable to enjoy their sense 
objects. In this way, these persons offer their disabled senses into their 
life-air, living only on their life-air. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Astanga-yoga (the eightfold 
path of yoga ) is being explained in more detail. Yogis sacrifice the up- 
going breath into the down-going breath through inhalation. In other 
words, as they inhale, they combine them. Similarly, as they exhale, 
they offer the down-going breath into the up-going breath, and as they 
hold their breath, they stop the movements of both the up-going and 
down-going life-airs. 

The word pranayama has two components. Prana means ‘a special 
type of air’ and ayama means ‘expansion’. Here, expansion means to 
control the prana (life-air) from the tip of the toenails to the hair on 
top of the head. In Garuda Parana it is said, “ pranayamo maruj-jayah - 
to control the prana is called pranayama.” Therefore, pranayama 
means expanding prana for the purpose of controlling the activities 
of the senses. 

Similarly, Snmad-Bhagavatam (n.15.1) explains, “When a person 
controls his senses and his breathing process and fully absorbs his 
mind in Me, all the mystic perfections naturally come under his 
control.” For more information on this subject, readers should study 
the book Prema-pradlpa by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura. 

The Smrtis describe sacrifices such as dravya-yajna (offering 
material possessions in charity), tapo-yajna (performing difficult 
austerities), yoga-yajna (performing the eightfold process of astanga- 
yoga ) and svadhyaya-jnana-yajna (studying the Vedas to acquire 
knowledge), while the tantra-sastra describes hatha-yoga and various 
other types of vows for controlling the senses. However, the best type 
of sacrifice in this Kali-yuga, when people have but short life spans 
and very little intelligence, is the natural and easily perfected 
sanklrtana-yajna, the chanting of the holy names. Not only every 
human but every living entity has the right to perform sanklrtana-yajna: 
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harer nama, barer nama, barer namaiva kevalam 
balau nasty eva, nasty eva, nasty eva, gatir anyatha 

Brhad-Naradlya Parana 

In this age of quarrel and hypocrisy the only means of deliverance 
is chanting the holy name of the Lord. There is no other way, there 
is no other way, there is no other way.* 

This is also explained in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.5.32): 

krsna-varnam tvisakrsnam sahgopangastra-parsadam 
yajnaih sankirtana-prayair yajanti hi sumedhasah 

By performing the sacrifice of the chanting of the holy names, 
intelligent persons worship that Personality in whose mouth the 
two syllables kr and sna are dancing, whose bodily colour is like 
brilliant gold, and who is surrounded by His associates, servitors, 
weapons and confidential companions. 


Verse 30 


^ifcr WT THIcFPT II 30 


sarve ’py ete yajha-vido yajna-ksapita-kalmasah 
yaj na-sistdmr ta-b hit jo yanti brahma sanatanam 


sarve - all; api - also; ete - those; yajna-vidah - who are conversant with 
the principle of sacrifice; yajna - through sacrifice; bsapita - cleansed; 
kalmasah - of sins; yajna-sista - remnants of sacrifice; amrta-bhujah - 
they enjoy the immortal; yanti - they attain; brahma - spirit; sanatanam - 
eternal. 


All those who know the principle of sacrifice become free from sin 
by performing it. Having tasted the nectarean remnants of sacrifice, 
they attain the eternal brahma, the stage of transcendence. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: All who know the principles of sacrifice and 
who perform sacrifices as described above gradually advance in 
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knowledge, by which they can attain brahma. Here, the secondary 
result of such sacrifice is explained; they also taste the nectarean 
remnants of sacrifice, such as mundane enjoyment, opulence and 
mystic perfections. Similarly, the primary fruit is described as brahma- 
yanti (the attainment of brahma ). 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The primary fruit of sacrifice 
is the attainment of brahma, the stage of transcendence, and the 
secondary fruit is to achieve mundane, or worldly, enjoyment and 
mystic perfections, such as anima-siddhi (becoming atomic in size). 

Verse 31 

HPT cbcilVH: II ^ II 

nayam loko ’sty ayajnasya kuto ’nyah kuru-sattama 

na - not; ayam lokah - this world; asti - there is; ayajnasya - for one who 
does not perform yajna; kutah - what then?; anyah - of the other world; 
kuru-sattama - O best of the Kurus. 

O best of the Kurus, a person who does not perform sacrifice 
cannot even attain this Earth planet with its meagre happiness. 
How, then, can he attain the planets of the demigods and others? 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: By not performing sacrifice, fault (sin) is 
incurred. To explain this, Bhagavan Sri Krsna is speaking this verse 
beginning with nayam. If one cannot even attain the Earth planet, 
which provides very little happiness, how can one attain the higher 
planets such as those of the demigods? 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA VRTTI: Sola Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
expresses Krsna’s mood as follows, “Therefore, Arjuna, O best of the 
Kurus, one who does not perform sacrifice cannot even attain this 
world, what to speak of the next. Therefore, sacrifice is certainly an 
obligatory duty. From this you should understand that the caste- 
rules enjoined in the Srnrtis (smarta-varnasrama), the eightfold yoga 
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process, Vedic sacrifices and so on are all part of sacrifice. Even 
brahma-jnana is a special type of sacrifice. There is no prescribed duty 
in this world other than sacrifice. Everything else is prohibited, or 
sinful, activity.” 

Verse 32 

TTcf ftddl WFTt 

dl-HdWd WTT 

evam bahu-vidha yajna vitata brahmano mukhe 
karma-jan viddhi tan sarvan evam jnatva vimoksyase 

evam - thus; bahu-vidhah - many kinds; yajiiah - of sacrifices; vitatah - 
are described extensively; brahmanah - of the Vedas; mukhe - from the 
mouth; karma-jan - born from action; viddhi - you should know; tan - 
them; sarvan - all; evam - thus; jnatva - knowing; vimoksyase - you shall 
be liberated. 

The various types of sacrifice are elaborately explained in the 
Vedas. Knowing all of them to be born of prescribed duty (karma), 
you will attain liberation. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Brahmanah means ‘of the Vedas’ and mukhena 
means ‘from the mouth’. Vedena means ‘clearly spoken from My own 
mouth’. Karma-jan means ‘born of the action of speech, mind and body’. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The sacrifices described 
in the Vedas are performed by the activities of the body, mind and 
speech; therefore, they have no relationship with the true nature of 
the self. The soul ( atma ) remains indifferent to and detached from 
all of these processes. Attainment of this knowledge frees one from 
bondage to this material world. 

Verse 33 

sfcTET d'C-VR | 

Tfcf ^ qftTFTT^II^II 
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sreyan dravyamayad yajnaj jnana-yajnah parantapa 
sarvam karmakhilam partha jnane parisamapyate 

sreyan - better; dravyamayat - of material possessions; yajnat - than 
the sacrifice; jnana-yajnah - the sacrifice of knowledge; parantapa - O 
chastiser of the foe (Arjuna); sarvam - all; 1 karma-akhilam - complete 
action; partha - O Partha; jnane - in transcendental knowledge; 
parisamapyate - culminates. 

O Parantapa, sacrifice resulting in realizing transcendental 
knowledge ( jnana-yajnah) is superior to the mere performance 
of ceremonial rites and sacrifices ( dravyamaya-yajna ) because, O 
Partha, the performance of all prescribed action culminates in 
transcendental knowledge. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Jhana-yajha (as described in Gita 4.2 5) is superior 
to karma-yajha, or dravyamaya-yajna, which consists of material 
rituals and sacrifices (as described in Gita 4.24). One may ask why. 
The answer is that the attainment of transcendental knowledge is 
the fruitful culmination of all action. In other words, fruitive action 
(karma) ceases to exist, or loses its fruitive aspect, after one attains 
transcendental knowledge, or jhana. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In his commentary on this 
verse, Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Sri Krsna as saying, “Although 
all these sacrifices gradually lead to transcendental knowledge, then 
peace, and finally auspiciousness in the form of bhakti as it dawns 
on the living entity, still there is something to be considered. From 
the above group of sacrifices, a person may sometimes perform 
either dravyamaya-yajna, ceremonial rites and sacrifices, or at other 
times, depending on his faith, he may perform jhana-maya-yajha (a 
sacrifice resulting in transcendental knowledge). This second type of 
sacrifice is far superior to the first because, O Partha, all prescribed 
duty (karma) culminates in transcendental knowledge. When the 
performance of any sacrifice does not involve deliberation on that 
which is transcendental, then the whole activity is simply ritualistic. 
However, when the goal is spiritual progress, despite being ceremonial, 
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the sacrifices become spiritualized, or transcendental, and lose their 
fruitive materialistic nature. The aspect of sacrifice which consists of 
material rituals ( dravyamaya ) only, is called karma-kanda. One must 
remain very conscious of this distinction while performing yajna.” 

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu has also said, “Only those who worship 
Sri Krsna by the sacrificial process of chanting the holy names, or 
sahkirtana-yajha, make their lives successful and are most intelligent. 
All others are foolish slayers of the self.’’ The yajna of chanting the 
holy name of Krsna is supreme among all types of yajna. Performance 
of millions of asvamedha-yajnas cannot be equated with once chanting 
the name of Krsna. Those who make such comparisons are religious 
impostors, or hypocrites, and Yamaraja punishes them in various 
ways. This is emphasized in Sri Caitanya-car itamrta (Adi-lila 3.77-79): 

sankirtana-pravartaka sri-krsna-caitanya 
sankirtana-yajne tame bhaje, sei dhanya 

Lord Sri Krsna Caitanya is the initiator of the sacrifice of sankirtana 
(chanting the holy name). One who performs this sankirtana is 
fortunate indeed.* 

sei ta’ sumedha, ara kubuddhi samsara 
sarva-yajna haite krsna-nama-yajna sara 

Such a person is truly intelligent, whereas others are certainly 
foolish and must endure the cycle of repeated birth and death. Of 
all sacrificial performances, the chanting of the Lord’s holy name 
is the very essence.* 

koti asvamedha eka krsna nama sama 
yei kahe, sepasandi, dandle tareyama 

One who says that ten million asvamedha sacrifices are equal to 
the chanting of one name of Lord Krsna is undoubtedly an atheist. 

He is sure to be punished by Yamaraja.* 

Moreover, one’s bondage to the material world is easily untied by 
chanting the hare krsna maha-mantra, and by chanting the holy name 
of Krsna one attains loving devotional service to Him. Thus, in the 
age of Kali, all yajhas except the chanting of Krsna’s name are useless, 
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because they do not fall into the category of the eternal occupation of 
the soul. This is further clarified in Sri Caitanya-caritamrta ( Adi-llla 
7-73-74): 

krsna-mantra haite habe samsara-mocana 
krsna-nama haite pabe krsnera carana 

By chanting the name of Krsna one can obtain freedom from 
material existence. Indeed, by chanting the Hare Krsna mantra 
one will be able to attain the lotus feet of the Lord* 

noma vinu kali-kale nahi ara dharma 
sarva-mantra-sara nama, ei sastra-marma 

In this Age of Kali there is no religious principle other than the 
chanting of the holy name. This name of Krsna is the essence of all 
the Vedas. It is the conclusion of all scriptures.* 

Verse 34 

dfefe yfuNIclH HRWHH ^TTI 

ft hft *iiIhhwtokE>h: 113x11 

tad viddhi pranipatena pariprasnena sevaya 
upadeksyanti te jndnam jnaninas tattva-darsinah 

tat - this knowledge; viddhi - understand; pranipatena - by offering 
prostrated obeisances (to the guru who gives instructions about 
transcendental knowledge); pariprasnena - by relevant inquiries on every 
aspect; sevaya - by rendering devotional service; upadeksyanti - they 
will reveal; te - unto you; jndnam - that knowledge; jnaninah - those in 
knowledge; tattva-darsinah - who have seen the Absolute Truth. 

Understand this transcendental knowledge by offering your 
prostrated obeisances to the spiritual master, who imparts such 
knowledge, by asking him relevant questions and by rendering 
service to him. Those who have direct perception of the Supreme 
Absolute Truth and who are well-versed in the imports of the 
scriptures can enlighten you by instructing you on this science. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: How can this knowledge be attained? Sri 
Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with tad-viddhi to give this 
information. After offering prostrated obeisances unto a guru who 
gives instructions in transcendental knowledge, one should inquire 
as follows: “O Bhagavan [gurudeva is addressed as Bhagavan here 
because he is asraya Bhagavan, the supreme receptacle of love for 
Bhagavan; the sad-guru, being saksat-haritvena, has the qualities of 
Bhagavan] why am I in this material condition? How can 1 become 
free from it?” One must satisfy him by service and by attending to his 
personal needs ( paricarya ). It is also said in the scriptures: 

tad-vijnanartham sa gurum evabhigacchet 
samit-panih srotriyam brahma-nistham 

Mundaka Upanisad (1.2.12) 

To acquire knowledge of Sri Bhagavan, one should approach a guru 
who knows the real import of the Vedas by carrying the fuel wood 
of sublime faith as an offering to him. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Here, Sri Krsna describes 
knowledge of Bhagavan as extremely rare and difficult to understand. 
It can only be understood by the mercy of a perfected soul who is a 
tattva-jnanl, one who knows the Truth, and more specifically a tattva- 
darsl , one who has realized that Truth. Sincere and non-duplicitous 
practitioners ( sadhakas ) should inquire from such an exalted soul 
about this tattva and please him by offering prostrated obeisances, by 
asking relevant questions and by rendering service to him. 

Pranipatena means ‘to affectionately offer pranamas with either 
eight or five limbs of the body’. Prandma, or namaskara, means ‘to 
give up one’s false ego and bow down’. Here seva means ‘to render 
favourable service for the pleasure of the guru’. This verse describes 
two symptoms of a guru who bestows transcendental knowledge: he 
is both a jnan I and a tattva-darsl. One who has studied scripture and 
understood the knowledge in it is called ajnanl, while a tattva-darsl is 
a perfected soul who has direct realization of the Truth. 

Some persons possess complete knowledge but do not have direct 
realization of tattva (philosophical truths) and of tat (the Absolute 
Truth, Sri Bhagavan). The instructions of such unrealized persons 
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cannot bear fruit. Only the instructions of an exalted, realized 
personality can do so. Srlmad-Bhagavatam (n.3.21) also says “ tasmad 
gurum prapadyeta jijndsuh - to understand one’s highest welfare, an 
inquisitive sadhaka must seek the shelter of the lotus feet of a bona fide 
guru.” Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura comments on this verse 
as follows: “To know their supreme auspiciousness and eternal well¬ 
being, sadhakas should accept the shelter of a spiritual master who 
is expert in the imports of Vedic scriptures ( sabda-brahma ), who has 
realized Parabrahma, and who has no material attachments. If he is 
not expert in or knowledgeable of the imports of the Vedic scriptures, 
he will not be able to dispel the doubts of his disciples and they will 
lose faith in him. If a guru has no direct realization of Parabrahma 
(Bhagavan), his mercy does not fructify to the fullest extent, nor yield 
the highest result. Here the word upasamasraya (n.3.21) refers to the 
guru who is endowed with realization of the Absolute. This means 
that he does not fall under the sway of lust, anger, greed, etc., because 
he has no material attachments.” 

This is further clarified in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.11.18): 

sabda-brahmani nisnato na nisnayat pareyadi 
sramas tasya srama-phalo hy adhenum iva raksatah 

Taking shelter of a guru who is expert in knowledge of the Vedic 
scriptures but who is bereft of Parambrahma realization is like 
keeping a barren cow. It is useless labour because one does not 
achieve any transcendental result. 

Bhagavad-glta states that Sri Krsna is the Supreme Transcendental 
Reality. There are those who say that the word tat in this verse refers 
to the jlvatma, but such understanding is completely incorrect because 
it contradicts the next verse. Vedanta-darsana also states “ anyarthas ca 
paramarsah - one reflects on the jtva for the sake of understanding the 
Paramatma” ( Brahma-sutra 1.3.20). This sutra confirms that the word 
tat refers to knowledge of the Supersoul, or Paramatma. 

Verse 35 

zr^Tccn h ^trtttt i 

%T ^cTFq^TlpJT 
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yaj jnatva na punar moham evam yasyasi pandava 
yena bhutany asesani draksyasy atmany atho mayi 

yat - which (was taught by the tattva-darsis); jnatva - after understanding; 
na - not; punah - again; moham - into illusion; evam - so; yasyasi - shall 
enter; pandava - O son of Pandu; yena - by which (knowledge); bhutani - 
all souls; asesani - all; drahsyasi - you shall perceive; atmani - within 
Paramatma; atho - that is to say; mayi - in Me. 

O Pandava, after understanding such knowledge, you will never 
again be deluded. Through it, you will perceive all living beings 
as spirit souls, and you will see them in Me, the all-pervading 
Supersoul. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI; In the next three and a half verses beginning 
here with the words yaj jnatva, Sri Bhagavan explains the fruit of 
knowledge. “After you have attained this knowledge, by which one 
knows the soul to be different from the body, your mind will not 
become deluded again. Upon attaining natural and eternally perfect 
knowledge of the self, your delusion will be removed and you will see 
all living beings - humans, animals, birds, etc. - as souls, separate 
from their external material coverings, or designations. In addition, 
you will see all of them situated in Me, the ultimate cause, as My effect 
(the jiva-sakti).” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sola Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
expresses Krsna’s mood. “Now, due to delusion, you are trying to 
give up your prescribed duty, which is to participate in battle, but 
when you have attained knowledge of the Absolute from your guru, 
you will no longer take shelter of delusion. By that knowledge you 
will be able to understand that all entities - human beings, animals, 
birds - are the same spiritual reality, as jiva-tattva. The gradations of 
their external forms, qualities and actions have occurred due to their 
material appearances, or mundane egoism. All jivas are situated in 
Me, the Supreme Lord, who am the ultimate cause of everything. The 
individual jivas are the effect of My potency.” 
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Verse 3 6 

TT^T: TI#«T: ^NfJrFT: I 

cJ^FT ^FfriT^fftr II ^ II 

api ced asi papebhyah sarvebhyah papa-krttamah 
sarvam jndna-plavenaiva vrjinam santarisyasi 

api - even; cet - if; asi - you are; papebhyah - sinners; sarvebhyah - of 
all; papa-krttamah - the most sinful; sarvam - all; jhana-plavena - by 
taking shelter of the boat of transcendental knowledge; eva - certainly; 
vrjinam - ocean of sin; santarisyasi - you will cross over completely. 

Even if you are the most sinful of sinners, you will be able to 
completely cross over the ocean of all sins by taking shelter of 
this boat of transcendental knowledge. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI; Now, by speaking this verse beginning with api 
cet, Sri Bhagavan describes the glories of transcendental knowledge. 
The word papebhyah indicates, “Even if you are the worst of sinners, 
this tattva-jhana will liberate you from all past sins.” Here, a question 
arises. “How is it possible that the mind will become purified when 
so many sins exist in it? And if the mind is not pure, how will 
transcendental knowledge ( jhana) manifest? There is no possibility 
that a person in whom transcendental knowledge has appeared will 
misbehave, or commit any sin.” 

Here, Srlpada Madhusudana Sarasvati explains, “The words 
api cet are spoken to indicate the possibility of the impossible 
by going against the rule. Although it is not possible, it has been 
spoken of as a promise, in order to explain the fruit, or glory, of 
jhana. In other words, the impossible has also been mentioned as a 
possibility.” 

Verse 37 

n m <v 7 i h j h HH-m 1 b ri i 

HTHTHr^bbcl cTTTII^II 
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yathaidhamsi samiddho ’gnir bhasmasat kurute ’rjuna 
jhanagnih sarva-karmani bhasmasat kurute tatha 

yatha - as; edhamsi - firewood; samiddhah - a blazing; agni - fire; 
bhasmasat - to ashes; kurute - turns; arjuna - O Arjuna; jnana-agnih - 
the fire of transcendental knowledge; sarva-karmani - all reactions of 
fruitive work; bhasmasat - to ashes; kurute - turns; tatha - similarly. 

O Arjuna, just as a blazing fire burns firewood to ashes, in the 
same way, the fire of transcendental knowledge burns to ashes 
the reactions to all types of karma. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: When jnana manifests in a pure mind, it burns 
up all reactions except prarabdha-karma, or those that are manifesting 
in this present body. This is explained with an example in this verse 
beginning with the word yatha. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Transcendental knowledge 
destroys the reactions of all sorts of karma such as obligatory duties 
( nitya-karma ), occasional duties ( naimittika-karma ), fruitive action 
( kamya-karma ), sinful action ( vikarma ) and accumulated karma that 
has not yet fructified ( aprarabdha-karma ), but it does not destroy the 
karma that is fructifying in this present body ( prarabdha-karma). This 
has been verified in Vedanta-darsana: 

tad-adhigama uttara-purvarghayor aslesa-vinasau tad-vyapadesat 

Brahma-sutra (4.1.13) 

This means that even ajhani has to face the results of his fructifying 
karma. 

According to Srlla Rupa Gosvanh, however, a person who has taken 
shelter of the holy name, even if his chanting is just a semblance of 
the pure name ( namabhasa ), not only destroys the results of all his 
karma, such as the reactions that are accumulating but have not 
yet borne fruit ( aprarabdha) and the sinful tendencies of the heart 
that have not yet been acted upon ( kuta ), but he also destroys his 
fructifying reactions ( prarabdha-karma). What, then, is to be said 
about the effects of chanting the pure holy name? Srlla Rupa Gosvami 
has written in Sri Namastaka (Verse 4): 
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yad-brahma-saksat-krti-nisthayapi vinasam ayati vina na bhogaih 

O Nama Prabhu, Your appearance on the tongue of Your devotees 
burns up the results of their fructifying reactions ( prarabdha - 
karma). This is otherwise unavoidable, even after brahma has been 
realized by performing unbroken meditation. This is declared 
adamantly and repeatedly in the Vedas. 

Verse 38 

'T % ?TFtT ’ifeiw 

cRT^T'4 ^T#TTrR^T N-<lrl ll^ll 

na hi jhanena sadrsam pavitram iha vidyate 
tat svayam yoga-samsiddhah kalenatmani vindati 

na - not; hi - verily; jnanena - to be compared with transcendental 
knowledge; sadrsam - such a thing; pavitram - purifying thing; iha - in 
this world; vidyate - exists; tat - that (jitdna); svayam - spontaneously 
manifest; yoga-samsiddhah - one who has attained complete perfection of 
niskama-karma-yoga\ kalena - in due course of time; atmani - within his 
heart; vindati - achieves. 

In this world, there is nothing more purifying than transcendental 
knowledge. A person who has attained complete perfection in 
worshipping the Supreme Lord by working without attachment 
to the fruit of his prescribed duty spontaneously receives such 
knowledge within his heart, in due course of time. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Here it is said that the performance of austerities, 
yoga and other processes are not as purifying as transcendental 
knowledge. Not everyone can attain this knowledge. It is not achieved 
immediately nor is it achieved in the immature stage. It is achieved 
after attaining complete perfection in worshipping Bhagavan by 
working without attachment to the fruit of action ( niskama-karma- 
yoga) over a prolonged period of time. This knowledge reveals itself 
within oneself. One does not receive this transcendental knowledge 
merely by accepting the renounced order. 
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Verse 39 

SFsfTTFT ?TFT HFTT: I 

-qrf viiPdHPq^nrfejJi-^rd mu 

sraddhavan labhate j nanam tat-par all samyatendriyah 
jnanam labdhva pardrh santim acirenadhigacchati 

sraddhavan - a faithful person; labhate - obtains; jnanam - transcendental 
knowledge; tat-parah - devoted to that practice; samyata-indriyah - who 
has fully controlled senses; jnanam - transcendental knowledge; labdhva - 
after obtaining; param - the Supreme; santim - peace (which stops the 
cycle of birth and death); acirena - without delay; adhigacchati - he 
attains. 

A person who is faithful, who has conquered his senses and who 
is devoted to the practice of worshipping the Supreme Lord 
by working without attachment to the fruit of his prescribed 
duty ( niskdma-karma-yoga ) attains transcendental knowledge, 
whereupon he quickly attains supreme peace in the form of the 
destruction of bondage to the material world. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “How and when does one attain this knowledge?” 
Sri Bhagavan answers this question by saying, “That knowledge is 
attained when a person becomes faithful, that is, when his mind 
becomes purified by the performance of selflessly offering the fruit of 
his prescribed duty to Bhagavan ( niskdma-karma-yoga) and when he is 
endowed with proper intelligence, having faith in the instructions of 
the scriptures. Tat-parah means that when one undergoes the practice 
of niskama-karma with staunch determination and faith, he simulta¬ 
neously gains control over his senses and achieves supreme peace. In 
other words, he becomes free from bondage to the material world.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The word acirena in the origi¬ 
nal verse means ‘without any delay’, or ‘immediately’. For example, 
when a lamp is lit in a room that has long been in darkness, the 
darkness is immediately dispelled. No separate endeavour is required. 
Similarly, as tattva-jhana arises, it simultaneously dispels ignorance. 
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Verse 40 

3T^^WTH^T WFTTrm' fcR^rfrT I 
'TFT H I ch i 41W 4 ^ M TTTFTTrCFT: ll^o|| 

ajnas casraddadhanas ca sarhsayatma vinasyati 
nayam loko ’sti na paro na sukham samsayatmanah 

ajnah - a fool; ca - and; asraddadhanah - faithless; ca - and; samsaya- 
atma - a doubting soul; vinasyati - is ruined; na - not; ayam lokah - 
in this world; asti - there is; na - nor; parah - in the next; na - not; 
sukham - happiness; samsaya-atmanah - for a doubting soul. 

Those who are ignorant, faithless and who have a doubting nature 
are ruined. A sceptic cannot achieve his well-being in this world 
or the next, nor can he even achieve happiness. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: After explaining the qualification needed to 
attain transcendental knowledge, Sri Bhagavan describes one who 
is not fit to attain such knowledge. Ajnah means ‘foolish, like an 
animal’. Asraddadhanah refers to one who has knowledge of scripture 
but does not have faith in any siddhanta because he cannot reconcile 
the contradictions between the various philosophers. Samsaya-atma 
means ‘one who, despite having faith, still doubts whether his efforts 
will become successful’. Of these three, the line beginning with nayam 
specifically condemns one who is doubtful. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: After explaining the types 
of people who are qualified to attain transcendental knowledge and 
its subsequent result, Sri Krsna describes the ignorant, who are not 
qualified to attain it. ffe also explains the degraded result of such 
disqualification. A man who is ignorant, faithless and cynical perishes. 

According to Srila Srldhara Svanh, ajnah here means ‘ignorant 
of the topics instructed by srt guru’. According to Srila Baladeva 
Vidyabhusana, it means that one who does not have knowledge of the 
scriptures is like an animal. 

Those who do not have faith in the words of the scriptures, guru 
and the Vaisnavas are called asraddhalu, or faithless. One who always 
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doubts the instructions of Hari, Guru and the Vaisnavas is called 
samsaya-atma, a man of doubt. Such doubtful persons are more fallen 
than the ignorant and faithless, and they cannot attain happiness and 
peace anywhere, either in this world or in the next. 

Verse 41 

3i IcHc|^i' H Hpqffur ||>* || 

yoga-sannyasta-karmdnam jnana-sanchinna-sarhsayam 
atmavantam na karmani nibadhnanti dhananjaya 

yoga - through worshipping Bhagavan by selflessly offering the result 
of one’s actions to Him; sannyasta-karmanam - one who has renounced 
fruitive action by following the principles of the renounced order; 
jnana - by transcendental knowledge; sanchinna - are slashed; 
samsayam - and one whose doubts; atma-vantam - who has realized the 
unique form of his self (the soul); na - not; karmani - his collective karma; 
nibadhnanti - bind; dhananjaya - O winner of wealth (Arjuna). 

O Dhananjaya, winner of riches, a person who, while practising 
niskama-karma-yoga, has given up the tendency for fruitive action 
through the principle of renunciation, who has dispelled all his 
doubts by transcendental knowledge, and who has realized the 
nature of his real self is not bound by karma. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with 
the word yoga-sannyasta to explain the kind of person who can be 
niskama , or free from the desire for results of his action. Those who 
have realized the nature of their real self are not bound by karma. A 
person achieves this stage by performing niskama-karma-yoga, giving 
up fruitive action through the process of sannyasa (renunciation of 
attachment to the fruits of action) and then removing his doubts by 
the cultivation of transcendental knowledge. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In these last two verses, 
Sri Krsna is bringing this subject to a conclusion. According to the 
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instructions of Bhagavan, one takes shelter of niskama-karma-yoga by 
offering all his actions unto His lotus feet. When the heart is purified 
by this process, it is illuminated by knowledge, and this cuts asunder 
all doubts. At that time, such a person is completely freed from the 
bondage of karma. 

The word pratyak-atma mentioned in the commentary indicates 
the living entity who has given up sense of enjoyment and who 
has attained a devotional attitude towards Bhagavan. Otherwise, a 
living entity who is averse to Bhagavan and who is absorbed in sense 
gratification is called parak-atma. 

Verse 42 

IvPT ^THlTTTHTfCR: I 

lO-ccH TBFPT ■qTTHIlXRII 

tasmad ajndna-sambhutam hrt-stharh jndndsindtmanah 
chittvainam samsayam yogam atisthottistha bharata 

tasmat - therefore; ajndna-sambhutam - born of ignorance; hrt-stham - 
situated in the heart; jnana-asina - with the sword of knowledge; 
atmanah - of the self; chittva - slashing; enam - this; samsayam - doubt; 
yogam - of the yoga (of non-fruitive action); atistha - take shelter; 
uttistha - arise (for battle); bharata - O descendant of Bharata. 

Therefore, O descendant of Bharata, with the sword of 
knowledge, slash the doubts in your heart which are born of 
ignorance. Take shelter of niskama-karma-yoga and prepare for 
battle. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan concludes this chapter with this 
verse beginning with tasmad. Hrt-stha refers to cutting the doubt in the 
heart, yoga means ‘taking shelter of niskama-karma-yoga’ and atistha 
means ‘be ready for the battle’. Of all the processes recommended for 
attaining liberation, transcendental knowledge is glorified here; and 
niskama-karma is the only means to attain transcendental knowledge. 
This is the essence of this chapter. 
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Thus ends the bhavanuvada of Srlla Visvanatha Cakravartl Thakura’s 
Sarartha-varsinl-tlka (the commentary that gives pleasure 
to the devotees and is accepted by all saintly persons) 
on the Fourth Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-gita. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
says, “This chapter gives instructions on two divisions of the eternal 
yoga system. The first is the jada-dravyamaya division, which consists of 
the sacrifice of material possessions. The second is the atma-yathatma- 
rupa-cinmaya division, or knowledge of the self and of Bhagavan. 
When the jada-dravyamaya division is performed separately, it simply 
becomes karma. Those who are bound in this division are known as 
karma-jada, deeply engrossed in mundane enjoyment. However, those 
who perform jada-karma (materialistic action) with the sole purpose 
of attaining spiritual advancement are properly situated, or yukta. 

When we specifically deliberate on the true nature of spiritual 
activities, we understand that there are two aspects. One is knowledge 
of the fundamental principle of the living entity ( jlva-tattva ) and the 
other is knowledge the fundamental principles regarding the Supreme 
Tord ( bhagavat-tattva ). Only those who experience and realize 
bhagavat-tattva attain the essence of knowledge of the real nature of 
the self, which is to be Sri Krsna’s servant. This experience is perfected 
by realization of the transcendental birth and activities of Bhagavan 
and of the jlva’s eternal association with Him, as described in the 
beginning of this chapter. Bhagavan Himself is the first instructor 
of this eternal dharma. Because the jlva has become bound to inert 
matter by the defect of his own intelligence, Bhagavan descends by 
the prowess of His own knowledge potency, or cit-sakti, and, by giving 
instruction on the fundamental truth of Himself, He makes the jvva 
eligible to participate in His pastimes. 

“Those who say that the body, birth and activities of Bhagavan 
are products of the deluding potency, maya, are extremely foolish. 
People attain Me according to the degree of purity with which they 
worship Me. All the activities of the karma-yogis are called yajna, or 
sacrifice. The various types of yajna in the world, such as daiva-yajna, 
brahmacarya-yajna, grhamedha-yajna, samyama-yajna, astanga-yoga- 
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yajna, tapo-yajna, dravya-yajna, svadhyaya-yajna and varnasrama- 
yajna, all constitute karma. 

“The only useful factor that is to be sought after in all these yajnas 
is the conscious part, knowledge of the real nature of the soul. Doubt 
is the greatest enemy of this knowledge. A person who is endowed 
with faith and who takes instructions on this knowledge from one 
who is fully conversant with tattva, realizes the self and can dispel all 
doubts. As long as one has affinity for the material world, one should 
take shelter of niskama-karma-yoga in order to achieve the stage of 
self-realization.” 

Thus ends the Sarartha-varsinl Prakasika-vrtti, 
by Sri Srlmad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvaml Maharaja, 
on the Fourth Chapter of Srlmad Bhagavad-glta. 
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Ka rm a -Sa n n ijasa-Yoija 

Yoga Through Renunciation of Action 


Verse i 

3^hr -&W3— 

FT^TFR ^FtMf ^or Wthf ^ I 

Udhitch' rFh ~^w ^#c|cPTIUII 

arjuna uvaca - 

sannyasam karmanam krsna punar yogam ca samsasi 
yac chreya etayor ekam tan me bruhi suniscitam 

arjuna uvaca - Arjuna said; sannyasam - renunciation; karmanam - of 
actions; krsna - O Krsna; punah - thereafter; yogam - of karma-yoga', 
ca - and; samsasi - You are praising; yat - which; sreyah - auspicious; 
etayoh - of these two; ekam tat - that one; me - for me; bruhi - please tell; 
suniscitam - positively. 

Arjuna said: O Krsna, after first praising the renunciation of 
action, You are now praising niskama-karma-yoga, action offered 
to Bhagavan without attachment to its fruit. Please tell me 
definitively which of these two is auspicious for me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Karma has been described as being superior 
to jnana in order to encourage ignorant people to perform their 
prescribed duty properly and thus ultimately achieve unswerving 
perfection in knowledge. This Fifth Chapter explains knowledge of 
the Absolute Truth ( tat-padartha) and the characteristics of those 
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whose nature is even-tempered. After hearing the last two verses of the 
previous chapter, Arjuna has become doubtful, thinking that Krsna 
has contradicted Himself, and in this verse beginning with sannyasam 
karmanam, he poses a question: “In the verse yoga-sannyasta (Gita 
4.41), You spoke of the renunciation of prescribed duties, or karma- 
sannyasa, which appears when knowledge comes by worshipping 
Bhagavan by selflessly offering him the fruits of one’s work ( niskama- 
karma-yoga). In the verse tasmad ajndna (Gita 4.42), You have again 
spoken about niskama-karma-yoga. But the renunciation of action 
and the yoga of selfless action are opposite in nature, like moving 
and non-nroving entities. It is not possible for a person to perform 
them simultaneously. Should a jnani renounce his prescribed duty or 
should he worship the Supreme Lord by selflessly offering Him the 
fruit of that duty? I have not understood Your intention on this subject 
and am asking You to please tell me for certain which of these two is 
auspicious for me.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the Second Chapter, Sri 
Krsna instructed Arjuna how to perform niskama-karma-yoga in order 
to attain knowledge, which dispels ignorance. In the Third Chapter, 
He explained that when one has attained knowledge of the self ( dtma- 
jiidna ), there is no need to engage in one’s prescribed duties (karma), 
because karma-yoga is included in jnana-yoga. It is a sign of ignorance 
to consider jnana to be separate from karma. Upon concluding this, 
Bhagavan Sri Krsna went on to say in the Fourth Chapter that to 
attain steadiness in transcendental knowledge, by which one obtains 
knowledge of the self (atma-jnana), it is appropriate to first adopt 
niskama-karma-yoga, selflessly offering the fruit of one’s work to 
Bhagavan. Arjuna knows that these topics are very difficult to grasp, 
and he is inquiring from Krsna as if ignorant, so that common people 
may easily understand. Initially, Krsna declared the renunciation 
of prescribed duty, or jnana-yoga, to be superior. Now, however, 
He is again giving instructions on niskama-karma-yoga. Arjuna has 
said, “Since these instructions are contradictory, it is impossible for 
someone to follow both at once; it is as impossible as simultaneous 
movement and stillness, or light and darkness. Please can you tell 
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me clearly which of these two will bring me auspiciousness?” This is 
Arjuna’s fifth question. 


Verse 2 



Tr^TTTT: | 

d4)fd ^4fT^rRTTrTii^lTTT[ IRII 

srl bhagavan uvaca - 

sannyasah karma-yogas ca nihsreyasa-karav ubhau 
tayos tu karma-sannyasat karma-yogo visisyate 

srl bhagavan uvaca - the all-opulent Lord said; sannyasah - renunciation of 
activities; karma-yogah - worshipping the Supreme by selflessly offering 
Him the fruit of one’s prescribed duty; ca - and; nihsreyasa-karau - bring 
about auspiciousness; ubhau - both; tayoh - of the two; tu - but; karma- 
sannyasat - than renunciation of work; harma-yogah - worshipping the 
Supreme by selflessly offering Him the fruit of one’s prescribed duty; 
visisyate - is better. 

Sri Bhagavan said; Both renouncing one’s prescribed duty - 
karma-sannyasa - and worshipping the Supreme Lord by selflessly 
offering Him the fruit of one’s prescribed duty - niskama-karma- 
yoga - bring auspiciousness, but niskama-karma-yoga is certainly 
superior to karma-sannyasa. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Worshipping the Supreme Lord by selflessly 
offering Him the fruit of one’s prescribed duty is superior to renouncing 
one’s prescribed duty. Even if a jhanl performs niskama-karma-yoga, 
there is no defect. Actually its performance further purifies his heart, 
thereby establishing him more firmly in knowledge. One may ask, “If 
a karma-sannyas t, someone who has renounced his prescribed duty, 
is experiencing some disturbance at heart due to worldly desires, is 
he forbidden to engage in action (karma) to mitigate it?” Sri Bhagavan 
answers that for a karma-sannyasl such a disturbance of heart is an 
obstacle in the cultivation of transcendental knowledge. One who 
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accepts sense objects, having previously given them up, becomes a 
vantas I, one who eats his own vomit. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In answer to Arjuna’s ques¬ 
tion, Sri Bhagavan is saying that both renouncing one’s prescribed duty 
( jnana-yoga ) and selflessly offering the fruit of that prescribed duty 
to the Supreme Lord ( niskama-karma-yoga ) are auspicious. However, 
niskama-karma-yoga is superior to karma-sannyasa, or jnana-yoga, 
because in niskama-karma-yoga, there is less possibility of fall-down. 
If a person who has abandoned his prescribed duty develops a desire 
for sense gratification and falls down, he is called a vantasi. Srimad- 
Bhagavatam (7.15.36) also confirms this: 

yah pravrajya grhat purvath tri-vargavapanat punah 
yadi seveta tan bhiksuh sa vai vantasy apatrapah 

If a person renounces the sannyasa-asrama, which is the perfection 
of religion, economic development and sense gratification, and 
again enters household life, he is called a vantasi, a shameless 
person who eats his own vomit. 

Srimad-Bhagavatam further says that one may criticize an ill- 
behaved jhani, but one is not to condemn a one-pointed devotee, even 
if the devotee’s conduct is extremely poor. This is also confirmed 
in the Gita (9.30) api cet suduracarah. “Even if a man of abominable 
character engages in one-pointed devotional service to Me, he is still 
to be considered a sadhu because he is rightly situated in bhakti.” 

It should be clearly understood that karma-kanda is not the same 
as karma-yoga. The actions prescribed in scripture are called karma. 
When a jiva engages in such action, considering himself the doer of 
action and the enjoyer of its fruits, it is called karma-kanda. Even when 
the pious activities prescribed in the Vedas are performed in this way, 
they bind one to the material world. Karma-kanda does not lead one 
to union (yoga) with Sri Bhagavan, and for this reason it is condemned 
in all scriptures. Only by selflessly offering the fruit of one’s actions 
to Bhagavan can yoga with Him be established. This is called niskama- 
karma-yoga. It can be referred to as a semblance, or beginning, 
of bhagavad-dharma. It can also be called the gateway to bhakti. In 
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other words, an indirect connection with Bhagavan is established by 
niskama-karma-yoga. Therefore the Gita (2.48) states, “yoga-sthah kuru 
karmani... - O Dhananjaya, in a devotional mood, relinquish attach¬ 
ment to the results of your work and perform your prescribed duties, 
being equipoised in success and failure. Such equanimity is called yoga." 

Verse 3 

#T: TT H H I 

WS II 3 II 

j neyah sa nitya-sannydsl yo na dvesti na kanksati 
nirdvandvo hi mahd-hdho sukham bandhat pramucyate 

jneyah - should be understood; sah - he; nitya-sannydsl - as the standard 
qualification for the renounced order; yah - who; na dvesti - neither 
despises; na kanksati - nor hankers; nirdvandvah - free from duality 
(such as attachment and aversion); hi - because; mahd-hdho - O mighty- 
armed; sukham - easily; bandhat - from material bondage; pramucyate - is 
completely liberated. 

O mighty-armed Arjuna, one who neither hates nor desires 
anything is worthy to be known as a sannyasl, because one who is 
free from the dualities of aversion and attachment easily becomes 
liberated from bondage to this material world. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: It is possible to achieve liberation, which is 
attained by sannyasa, without entering the sannyasa order. For this 
purpose, Sri Bhagavan is speaking this verse beginning with jneyah. 
“O mighty-armed Arjuna, you should understand that a pure-hearted 
niskama-karma-yogl is always a renunciant.” The address, ‘O mighty- 
armed one’ implies that one who is able to conquer the realm of 
liberation is certainly a great hero. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: This verse establishes why 
worshipping the Lord by selflessly offering Him the fruit of one’s 
action is superior. Due to the purity of his heart, a niskama-karma-yogl 
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is called a fixed renunciant. Although he has not accepted the dress 
of a sannyasl, he remains blissfully absorbed in service to Bhagavan 
by offering himself and all sense objects at Bhagavan’s lotus feet. 
Detached from sense enjoyment and without any desire for the result 
of his actions, he remains free from attachment and envy. In this way 
he is easily liberated from bondage to the material world. 

Verse 4 

TTR°TTFT1 H I 

tJchJ-l'dllhhd: ThWihlfd-dcl T T^T [ TII^II 

sdnkhya-yogau prthag balah pravadanti na panditah 
ekam apy asthitah samyag ubhayor vindate phalam 

sankhya-yogau - renouncing one’s prescribed duty and worshipping 
Bhagavan by selflessly offering Him the fruit of one’s action; prthag - 
different; balah - the ignorant; pravadanti - declare; na - reject; 
panditah - the learned; ekam - in one; api - even; asthitah - being situated; 
samyag - properly; ubhayoh - of both; vindate - one obtains; phalam - the 
result. 

Only the ignorant say that the renunciation of action ( sdrikhya) 
and worshipping Bhagavan by selflessly offering Him the fruit of 
one’s action ( niskdma-karma-yoga ) are different. The wise reject 
such opinions. By following either path correctly, one attains the 
result of both, in the form of liberation from material bondage. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “O Arjuna, you have asked which of these two 
is superior, but this is not actually a question at all; the wise see no 
difference between them.” For this purpose, Sri Bhagavan is speaking 
this verse beginning with sahkhya. Here, sankhya, which means ‘being 
fixed on the platform of knowledge ( jhana-nistha )’, indicates one of its 
limbs, sannyasa. Only children or fools say that sannyasa is different 
from niskdma-karma-yoga. The wise do not think like this. This has 
been described in the previous verse, jheyah sa nitya-sannyasi (Gita 
5.3). Thus, by taking shelter of either, the result of both is attained. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: When the heart becomes 
purified by properly engaging in niskama-karma-yoga, knowledge 
appears, after which one eventually achieves liberation. This is 
also the fundamental purpose of renouncing one’s prescribed duty 
(karma-sannyasa). Since the end result of both niskama-karma-yoga 
and karma-sannyasa is liberation, they are non-different. By following 
one of them, the result of both is achieved. Although externally, the 
directions for enjoying the material world according to the regulative 
principles of the scriptures ( pravrtti ) appears to be different from 
the directions for giving up the material world for higher spiritual 
understanding ( nivrtti ), the wise do not see a difference between them, 
since the result of both processes is the same. 

Verse 5 

^ TTRsT xT xT ^T: M^fd TT wrfcTlimi 

yat sankhyaih prapyate sthanam tad yogair api gamyate 
ekam sdnkhyam ca yogam ca yah pasyati sa pasyati 

yat - which; sankhyaih - by the principles of sahkhya-yoga (or by 
sannyasa ); prapyate - is obtained; sthanam tat - that position; yogaih - by 
the principles of offering the results of one’s activities to the Supreme 
Lord ( niskama-karma-yoga ); api - also; gamyate - is obtained; ekam - the 
same (result); sdnkhyam ca yogam - analytical philosophy and selfless 
action offered to the Supreme; ca - and; yah - who; pasyati - sees; sah - 
he; pasyati - sees (or is a tattva-darsi). 

The result attained by renunciation, or analytical study, is also 
attained by offering the fruits of one’s action to the Supreme Lord. 
Those who know the Truth and who see that both award the same 
result actually sees. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: The previous subject is being clarified in this 
verse beginning with yat. Sarikhya means ‘renunciation’, and yoga 
means ‘selflessly offering the fruits of one’s action to the Lord’. 
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Here the words sankhyaih and yogaih are plural to emphasize their 
importance. [In Sanskrit, plural is used to show honour.] Those with 
the eyes of wisdom, who see that these two different processes are the 
same, see correctly. 


Verse 6 

dUldThl HHWT H II6, II 

sannyasas tu maha-baho duhkham upturn ayogatah 

yoga-yukto munir brahma na cirenadhigacchati 

sannyasah - renunciation; tu - however; maha-baho - O mighty-armed 
one; duhkham - distress; aptum - brings; ayogatah - without selflessly 
offering the results of one’s action to the Supreme Lord; yoga-yuktah - 
one who is engaged in selflessly offering the results of one’s action to the 
Supreme Lord; munih - a sage; brahma - the stage of transcendence; na 
cirena - without delay; adhigacchati - he attains. 

O mighty-armed one, renouncing one’s prescribed duty without 
selflessly offering the fruit of that duty to the Supreme brings 
distress, but one who worships the Lord by niskama-karma-yoga, 
selflessly offering Him the fruits of one’s action, becomes ajhanl 
and very quickly attains the stage of transcendence. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The jndnl’s acceptance of karma-sannyasa - the 
renunciation of his prescribed duty - before his heart is completely 
purified leads to misery. Selflessly offering the results of one’s activities 
to the Supreme Lord, however, brings happiness. In other words, it 
helps attain transcendence (brahma). This feature was indicated earlier 
and is further clarified in this verse beginning with sannyasas tu. 
When the heart is disturbed by worldly desires, renunciation becomes 
miserable. Only selflessly offering the fruits of one’s endeavours to the 
Lord brings peace to the disturbed heart. The word ayogatah means 
‘in the absence of niskama-karma-yoga’. Thus the renunciation of one 
who is not qualified to take sannyasa becomes a cause of misery. The 
author of Varttika-sutra says: 
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pramadino bahiscittah pisunah kalahotsukah 
sannyasino pi drsyante daiva-sandusitasayah 

It is seen that even sannyasis have agitated minds, are unsteady, 
troublesome to others and eager to quarrel if, due to their long 
association with the illusory energy, their hearts are impure. 

It is also said in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.18.40), “ Tridandi-sannyasis 
who are bereft of proper knowledge ( jnana ) and renunciation ( vairagya ) 
and who have not controlled their five senses and the mind, lose both 
worlds.” Therefore when a niskama-karma-yogi (one who links with the 
Supreme through the selfless discharge of prescribed action) becomes a 
jnana-yog I (one who links with transcendence through transcendental 
knowledge), he quickly achieves transcendence (brahma). 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: It is better to engage in the 
selfless offering of the results of one’s endeavours to Bhagavan than to 
take sannyasa before the heart is pure. 

Verse 7 

4|JIdxbl ftFddlrHI I 

Tf^^cTTrq^cTTrJTT H tw^ll^ll 

yoga-yukto visuddhatma vijitatma jitendriyah 
sarva-bhutdtma-bhutdtmd kurvann api na lipyate 

yoga-yuktah - one who offers the fruits of his actions to the Supreme; 
visuddha-atma - who has a purified mind; vijita-atma - whose intelligence 
is under his own control; jita-indriyah - controlled senses; sarva-bhuta - 
for all living beings; atma-bhuta-atma - and is the object of affection; 
kurvan - acting; api - although; na lipyate - is unaffected. 

A person who performs niskama-karma-yoga with a purified 
mind and controlled intelligence and whose senses are also under 
his control is the object of affection for all living entities. He is 
unaffected by action, even though engaged in action. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Here in this verse beginning with yoga-yuktah, 
Sri Bhagavan is informing Arjuna that even when a jhani engages in 
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his prescribed duty, he remains unaffected. Such jhanis are of three 
types: (1) those with pure inteiligence, visuddhatma, (2) those with a 
pure mind, vijitdtma and (3) those with controlled senses Jitendriyah. 
They are listed in descending order of their spiritual advancement. 
All jlvas are affectionate to that householder who is properly engaged 
in niskama-karma yoga and who does not reject his prescribed duty 
( karma-sannyasa ). Sarva-bhutatma means ‘he whom all living entities 
love like their own selves’. 


Verses 8-9 

^cT kb cTi ■Cl HI [rl T=R^cT dxdfddj 

WT^T rpcgR WFT II £ II 


#T ?WFTIKI 


naiva kincit karomiti yukto manyeta tattva-vit 

pasyah srnvan sprsan jighrann asnan gacchan svapan svasan 

pralapan visrjan grhnann unmisan nimisann api 
indriyanlndriyarthesu vartanta iti dharayan 


na - not; eva - certainly; kincit - anything; karomi - I am doing; iti - 
that; yuktah - one who is worshipping the Supreme Lord by selflessly 
offering Him the fruits of one’s occupational duty; manyeta - he would 
consider; tattva-vit - a knower of the Truth; pasyan - while seeing; 
srnvan - hearing; sprsan - touching; jighran - smelling; asnan - eating; 
gacchan - walking; svapan - sleeping; svasan - breathing; pralapan - 
speaking; visrjan - evacuating; grhnan - grasping; unmisan - opening (the 
eyes); nimisan - and shutting (the eyes); api - although; indriyani - the 
senses; indriya-arthesu - in their sense objects; vartante - are engaged; 
iti - that; dharayan - considering. 

When a person who selflessly offers the results of his endeavours to 
the Supreme becomes situated in knowledge, he concludes through 
his intelligence that even while seeing, hearing, touching, smelling, 
eating, moving, sleeping, breathing, speaking, evacuating, grasping 
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and opening and closing his eyes, he actually does nothing; rather, 
his senses are engaged with their respective sense objects. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In this verse beginning with naiva, Sri Bhagavan 
gives instruction about actions that implicate one in the functions of 
the senses. Yuktah refers to the niskdma-karma-yogls who conclude 
with their intelligence that when they use their senses such as the 
sense of sight, their senses are simply engaging with their objects. Free 
from a mood of false ego, such yogis think, “I am not doing anything.” 

Verse io 

^FqfftrT TF^ +0rd ^T: I 

H TT -q-T^T q-^q-5(frT^Tt^RTr II yo II 

brahmany adhaya karmani sangam tyaktva karoti yah 
lipyate na sa papena padma-patram ivambhasa 

brahmani - to Me, the Supreme Lord; adhaya - having offered; karmani - 
his activities; sangam - attachment (to the fruit of action); tyaktva - giving 
up; karoti - acts; yah - who; lipyate - affected; na - not; sah - he; papena - 
by sin; padma-patram - the lotus leaf; iva - as; ambhasa - by water. 

One who has renounced attachment to the fruit of action and 
who offers that fruit to Me, the Supreme Lord, does not become 
affected by sin, just as a lotus leaf remains untouched by water. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: “A person who gives up attachment to the fruits 
of his prescribed duty does not become bound by any action if he 
dedicates his work to Me, the Supreme Lord, even while he still has 
a false ego.” Here the word papa (sin) is used to indicate that such a 
person does not become implicated in any sinful action. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The pure soul has no con¬ 
nection with material activities. Niskdma-karma-yogis become endowed 
with transcendental knowledge as their heart is gradually purified. 
They then realize the nature of the self and understand that even when 
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they perform bodily activities, they are not the doers. They think that 
according to their impressions from previous births, all the activities of 
the material body are automatically performed by the inspiration of the 
Lord. Due to the existence of the material body they may feel that they 
themselves are the performers of action, yet when they give up the body 
after attaining perfection, the feeling that they are the doers of action 
does not remain. They are unable to perform any action that binds them 
to the material world. 

Sola Bhaktivinoda Thakura has said, “When the sadhaka gives up 
the false ego of being the doer, he performs all bodily-related activities 
naturally, out of habit.” 


Verse ii 

bFF^T TRTTT I 

zjtfrR: ^4 ohcfRd ^ c^ck^irHVios^ || s>s> || 

lcayena manasa buddhya kevalair indriyair api 
yoginah karma kurvanti sarigam tyaktvatma-suddhaye 

kayena - with the body; manasa - with the mind; buddhya - and with the intelli¬ 
gence; kevalaih - with only; indriyaih - the senses; api - even; yoginah - the 
yogis ; karma - action; kurvanti - performs; sarigam - attachment; tyaktva - 
giving up; atma-suddhaye - for the purification of the mind. 

A yogi gives up all attachment and acts with his body, mind and 
intelligence, just to purify the mind. Sometimes he performs 
action only with his senses, not even engaging his mind. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Yogis also engage their senses in performing action. 
For example, as a person makes an offering to a fire sacrifice, his mind 
may wander as he chants the mantras. Still, the activity goes on. Atma- 
suddhaye means that yogis perform action only to attain purity of mind. 

Verse 12 

VIlRdHIHtfd Afecbln I 

3TTrb: ^ Tfrbt || || 
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yuktah karma-phalam tyaktva santim apnoti naisthikim 
ayuktah kama-karena phale sakto nibadhyate 

yuktah - one linked up in niskama-karma-yoga; karma-phalam - the 
fruit of work; tyaktva - giving up; santim - peace (liberation from 
the struggle for existence); apnoti - obtains; naisthikim - perpetual; 
ayuktah - one who is not so linked (the person who performs his 
prescribed duty with material desires, the sakama-karml ); kama- 
karena - because of the impetus of lust; phale - to the fruit of work; 
saktah - being attached; nibadhyate - becomes entangled. 

Having given up attachment to the fruits of his actions, the yogl 
who selflessly offers the results of his prescribed duty to the 
Supreme attains unadulterated peace in the form of liberation 
from material existence. The sakama-karml, however, who is 
attached to the fruits of his activities and impelled by material 
desires, becomes entangled. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In the performance of karma, detachment causes 
liberation and attachment causes bondage. This verse beginning with 
the word yuktah is spoken to clarify this. A jhanl who engages in 
selfless action gradually attains peace, or liberation. Ayuktah refers 
to sakama-karmls, who are attached to the results of their actions 
because of their material desires. In this way they are bound to the 
material world. 


Verse 13 

^fcjyqffur TFRTl W ^#1 

^ ^=1 II 11 

sarva-karmdni manasa sannyasyaste sukham vast 
nava-dvcire pure dehl naiva kurvan na karayan 

sarva-karmani - all activities; manasa - by his mind; sannyasya - having 
completely renounced; aste - remains; sukham - happily; vasi - the person 
whose senses are under his control; nava-dvare - of nine gates; pure - 
in the city (body); dehl - the embodied soul; na - not; eva - certainly; 
kurvan - doing anything; na karayan - nor causing any action. 
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The sense-controlled soul, the niskama-karma-yogl, having re¬ 
nounced within his mind attachment to the fruits of all prescribed 
duty happily dwells in the city of nine gates, neither performing 
action himself nor causing anyone to act. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: According to the previous statement, jheyah 
sa nitya-sannyas I (Gita 5.3), a person who performs action without 
attachment is in fact a real sannyasl. To explain this, Sri Krsna is 
speaking this verse beginning with sarva-karmani. Even though a 
self-controlled man performs external activities related to the body, 
because he has completely renounced all actions through his mind, 
he is happily situated. Where does such a person live? Krsna replies, 
“In the city of nine gates.” In other words, he lives in a body free of 
the false ego. In this case, the word dehl refers to the jlva who has 
attained this knowledge. Although he may perform his prescribed 
duty, he knows that in reality he is not the cause of the happiness that 
results from his actions, and he therefore understands that actually 
he performs no work. Similarly, while engaging others in work, he 
does not make them act, because he has no purpose to fulfil. In other 
words, he remains unconcerned by their actions. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.19.43) 
states “ grham sarlram manusyam - the human body is like a house.” 
This subject can be specifically studied in the narration of Puranjana 
[narrated in the Srimad-Bhagavatam], The house of the human body has 
nine gates: the two eyes, two ears, two nostrils and one mouth are the 
seven gates in the head, and there are two lower gates for evacuation and 
procreation. A yogi sees his self, his svarupa, as being different from this 
body of nine gates. Like a traveller, the yogi does not become attached 
to his body, which is likened to a hotel, or possessive of it. Instead, he 
performs service to Bhagavan, the master of all the senses. 

Verse 14 

H ‘TTRIFH FfKF-R ^plfcT ^T: I 
=b44>rW'4W iFTqFTRT ||?*|| 
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na kartrtvam na karmani lokasya srjati prabhuh 
na karma-phala-sarhyogam svabhavas tu pravartate 

na - not; kartrtvam - tendency to act; na karmani - nor the actions; 
lokasya - of a person; srjati - creates; prabhuh - Paramesvara, the 
Supreme Lord; na - nor; karma-phala - with the fruits of action; 
samyogam - connection; svabhavah - their own acquired nature; tu - only; 
pravartate - enacts. 

The Supreme Lord has neither created the individuals’ tendency 
to act, nor the actions themselves, nor the resultant fruits. All this 
is performed by their acquired nature, the nature impelled by the 
ignorance, or illusion, that has covered them since time immemorial. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Someone may question Bhagavan’s partiality. 
They may consider, “Throughout the material world, which God 
created, it is seen that jivas consider themselves the doers of action 
and the enjoyers of the fruits of action. If the jtva truly has no implicit 
tendency to act as the doer, it would seem that the Supreme has created 
this tendency and forced it upon him. If this is so, then it means that 
He carries the defect of being partial and without mercy.” 

In response to this, Sri Krsna says, “No, no, no. Na kartrtvam.” He 
has used the word na three times to stress and emphatically refute 
this point. He has neither created the consciousness of being the doer, 
nor has He created the karma in the form of prescribed duties, nor 
the result of those prescribed duties, which is sense enjoyment. It 
is only the conditioned nature of the living entity, in other words, 
his ignorance since time immemorial, that induces him to think of 
himself as the performer of action. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: “The jivas are not initiators 
of their own actions.” One should not conclude from this statement 
that the jivas’ every action is inspired by the Supreme Lord. If this 
were the case, He would possess defects such as being biased and 
cruel. Furthermore, Bhagavan is not the agent who unites the jiva 
with the results of his actions. This union occurs only because of 
the jiva’s ignorance from time immemorial. The external, material 
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energy in the form of ignorance activates the acquired nature of the 
jlva. Oniy those jlvas who possess such a conditioned nature, which 
is born of ignorance, are engaged in action by the Supreme Controller, 
Paramesvara. He Himself does not create the initiative within the 
living entities to act or not act. 

“ Vaisamya-nairghrnye dosair na sapeksatvat tathd hi darsayati - the 
Supreme Person is neither cruel nor unjust, for the individual souls 
suffer or enjoy according to their own karma" (Brahma-sutra 2.1.34). 
According to this sutra, the Supreme Lord is completely free from such 
defects as being biased or cruel. 

ft is mentioned in the Vedas that, just as spirit ( brahma ) is without 
beginning, the jlvas’ impressions, which are the result of their 
previous actions, are also without beginning. The jlvas’ actions create 
impressions, and the Supreme Lord simply engages them in activities 
according to these impressions. Thus it is illogical to say that the 
Supreme has the defect of partiality. “ Sad eva saumyedam - O gentle 
one, in the beginning the Supreme Personality of Godhead alone 
existed” ( Chandogya Upanisad 6.2.1). 

The Bhavisya Parana also states, “It is only according to the living 
entities’ impressions from their past actions that Sri Visnu engages 
them in mundane activities. Since the living entities’ impressions are 
without beginning, the Supreme Lord is not guilty of any defect.” 

Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana explains in his Govinda-bhasya, 
“Someone may conclude that since the Supreme Lord engages a jlva 
in action according to the jlva’s past impressions of his actions, we 
can conclude that the Lord is also not independent but also under 
the influence of karma. The response is, ‘No, this is not correct, since 
in reality even karma exists under His control.’ The Lord engages 
the jlva in action according to the nature he has acquired since time 
immemorial. Although the Lord can change this nature, He never 
does. Thus, in all circumstances, He is free from partiality.” 

Verse 15 

HI^tT ^W-TfqT'i' H ^cT TPficT fenj: I 
3T?TT#TTc[?T #T HAIK1 ^FcTcf: || s>mi 
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nadatte kasyacit papam na caiva sukrtam vibhuk 
ajnanenavrtarh jnanam tena muhyanti jantavah 

na adatte - does not accept; kasyacit - of anyone; papam - the sinful 
reaction; na - neither; na - nor; eva - certainly; sukrtam - the pious 
reaction; vibhuh- the great (Supreme Controller); ajnanena- by ignorance; 
avrtam - covered; jnanam - (spontaneous) transcendental knowledge; 
tena - for that reason; muhyanti - are bewildered; jantavah - the living 
beings. 

The Supreme Lord does not accept anyone’s sinful or pious 
reactions. Ignorance covers the inherent true knowledge of the 
living entities and bewilders them. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The Supreme Lord does not prompt, or inaugurate, 
the living entity’s good or bad actions for the same reason that He 
Himself does not incur sin or piety. To explain this, Krsna speaks 
this verse beginning with nadatte. It is only the deluding potency, 
the avidya-sakti, that covers the fine knowledge of the jiva. He thus 
says ajnanena , meaning that the inborn, or natural, knowledge of the 
living entity becomes covered by ignorance, and it is only due to this 
that the jiva becomes deluded. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Bhagavan is vibhu, all- 
pervading and boundless. He is complete in realization, bliss and 
unlimited energy. He is always absorbed in His own nature, the ocean 
of bliss. He does not prompt good or bad deeds in anyone, because He 
is indifferent to everything. Sri Bhagavan is self-satisfied ( atmarama) 
and His every desire is fulfilled ( aptakama ). It is His avidya-sakti, 
deluding potency, that covers the natural and inborn knowledge of the 
jiva, and by it, the jiva in the conditioned state identifies his self with 
his body. The jiva develops the ego of being the doer of his actions 
only because he falsely identifies his body to be his self. 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (6.16.11) states: 

nadatta dtma hi gunam na dosam na kriya-phalam 
udasinavad asinah paravara-drg isvarah 
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The soul of Citraketu Maharaja’s dead son gave this instruction to 
his father, who was suffering from lamentation: “The Supersoul 
does not accept happiness or distress or the results of actions such 
as the attainment of a kingdom. He witnesses the cause and effect 
of one’s actions, and because He is not under the control of the 
material body and material events, He remains indifferent.” 

Verse 16 

*TFfH cTcf^TH ^Tl HTT91 cFflcHH: I 

-g-5FT?FrfcT cTcTHT II II 

jnanena tu tad ajhdnarh yesam nasitam atmanah 
tesam aditya-vaj jhanam prakasayati tat param 

jnanena - by knowledge; tu - but; tat - that; ajhanam - ignorance; 
yesam - whose; nasitam - is destroyed; atmanah - of the soul; tesam - for 
those; aditya-vat - like the sun; jnanam - knowledge; prakasayati - 
reveals; tat - that; param - Bhagavan, the transcendental Supreme Truth. 

But for those whose ignorance has been destroyed by knowledge 
of Bhagavan, that knowledge, luminous like the sun, reveals the 
non-material, transcendental Absolute Truth, Sri Bhagavan. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Just as Sri Bhagavan’s deluding potency, the 
avidya-sakti, covers the living entity’s knowledge, so His knowledge 
potency, the vidya-sakti, destroys ignorance and reveals pure 
knowledge. Just as the sun’s rays dispel darkness and illuminate 
the earth, sky and other objects, similarly this knowledge destroys 
ignorance and illuminates transcendental knowledge. Therefore, the 
Lord neither binds nor liberates anyone. Rather, according to the 
qualities of material nature, it is only ignorance and knowledge that 
bind and liberate respectively. The tendency to enjoy or to initiate 
action is the cause of bondage. Similarly, detachment, peace and so 
forth are liberating. These are qualities of prakrti. The Lord is only 
partly responsible for instigating action, because all the qualities of 
material nature become manifest due to His being the all-pervading 
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Supersoul. For this reason, there is no possibility that the imperfections 
of partiality or cruelty exist in Him. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: According to his own ma¬ 
terial desires, the living entity acquires a body from the material 
nature, which is without beginning, and engages in karma. The Lord 
does not determine the living entity’s sinful or pious actions. Both the 
piety of the advancing sadhaka and the sin which degrades him occur 
as a result of his previous impressions. To punish the living entity, 
Sri Bhagavan’s maya-sakti covers his constitutional nature. The living 
entity then begins to identify his self with his body and subsequently 
considers that he is the doer of all his actions. The Lord can in no way 
be blamed for this condition of the jtva. 

Maya-sakti’s two functions, ignorance and knowledge, are 
instrumental in the bondage and liberation of the living entity, 
respectively. In Srlmad-Bhagavatam (n.11.3) it is said: 

vidyavidye mama tanu viddhy uddhava sarlrinam 
moksa-bandha-kari adye mayaya me vinirmite 

O Uddhava, both ignorance ( avidya ) and knowledge ( vidya ) are 

functions of My maya-sakti. 

According to Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, here knowledge 
bestows liberation, and ignorance is the cause of bondage. Maya is 
endowed with three faculties: the unmanifest three modes of material 
nature ( pradhana ), ignorance ( avidya ) and knowledge (vidya). 

The unmanifest material energy creates a designation for the 
living entity that is not real, although it appears to be so. Ignorance 
falsely superimposes such designations to be real, and by knowledge, 
such superimpositions are easily removed. Here, it must be properly 
understood that the gross and subtle bodily designations of the 
living entity, which are created by pradhana, are not false. Rather, the 
concept of ‘I’ and ‘mine’ within both of them is false. In the Vedas and 
Upanisads this is called vivarta, or illusion. 

The natural ego of being the doer is eternally present within the 
Supreme Lord. Prakrti is His inert, material potency. Simply by His 
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glance, the function of the material nature ( prakrti ) is instigated. 
Consequently, material nature is the secondary cause of the creation 
of the material world. The Lord is indeed its instigator but only in an 
indirect, or partial, manner. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura says, “Knowledge is of two types: 
mundane ( prakrta ) and transcendental ( aprakrta). Prakrta, means 
‘knowledge related with inert matter’ and is called avidya, or the 
ignorance of the jlva. Transcendental knowledge, or aprdkrta-jnana, is 
called vidya. When the material knowledge of the jtva has been destroyed 
by spiritual knowledge, then that supreme spiritual knowledge awakens 
within and enlightens him about the supra-mundane Absolute Truth.” 

Verse 17 

II *V 9 11 

tad-buddhayas tad-atmanas tan-nisthas tat-pardyandh 
gacchanty apunar-dvrttim jndna-nirdhuta-kalmasdh 

tat-buddhayah - whose intelligence is fixed in Him; tat-atmanah - whose 
minds are absorbed in meditation upon Him; tat-nisthah - who are 
dedicated only to Him; tat-parayanah - who are devoted to hearing and 
chanting about Him; gacchanti - they attain; apunah dvrttim - freedom 
from further rebirth; jnana - through transcendental knowledge, or 
vidya ; nirdhuta - have been cleansed away; kalmasah - whose inebriety, 
or ignorance. 

Those whose intelligence is fixed on the Supreme Lord, whose 
minds are absorbed only in meditation on Him, who are exclusively 
devoted to Him, who are dedicated to hearing and chanting about 
Him, and whose ignorance has been completely destroyed by 
knowledge, attain liberation, from which there is no return. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Vidya illuminates knowledge of the living entity 
only, not of the Supreme Lord. In Srimad-Bhagavatam (n.14.21) it is 
said, “ bhaktyaham ekaya grahyah - I can only be attained by bhakti.” 

30 6 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Karma-Sannyasa-Yoga 


Verses 17-18 


To attain knowledge of the Supersoul, the jnanls must specifically 
practise bhakti-sadhana. Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning 
with tad-buddhayah to explain this. Here, the word tat (tad) refers to 
the same all-pervading Lord described earlier. Tad-buddhayah means 
that those whose intelligence is fixed upon the Lord meditate only on 
Him. Tad-atma means ‘those who are solely absorbed in Him’. “Jnanam 
ca mayi sannyaset - a jnanl should surrender his knowledge to Me” 
(Srlmad-Bhagavatam n.19.1). 

According to this statement, only those who have knowledge that the 
self is separate from the body, who have given up their determination 
to cultivate knowledge of the self in the mode of goodness, and who 
have fixed faith in Bhagavan, are called tan-nisthah, those with fixed 
faith in bhakti. Tat-parayanah means ‘those who are devoted to hearing 
and chanting about Him’. 

ft is said later in the Gita (18.55): 

bhaktya mam abhijanati yavanyas casmi tattvatah 
tato mam tattvato jnatva visate tad-anantaram 

It is only through devotion that one can know Me as I am and thus 
attain Me. Therefore, those whose ignorance has been completely 
destroyed by knowledge attain knowledge of the Supersoul. 

SARART11A-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The Gita (14.17) states, 
“sattvat sanjayate jnanam - knowledge is in the mode of goodness.” 
The Supersoul, however, is beyond the three modes and is also their 
controller. That is why although knowledge, in the form of knowledge 
in the mode of goodness, can destroy ignorance, it cannot manifest 
knowledge of Paramatma. The Gita (18.55) states, “bhaktya mam 
abhijanati - only bhakti can manifest knowledge of Sri Bhagavan.” In 
this context, one should carefully consider Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti 
Thakura’s commentary on this verse (18.55). 

Verse 18 

^cr ’ET II II 
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vidya-vinaya-sampanne brahmane gavi hastini 
suni caiva sva-pdke ca panditah sama-darsinah 

vidya-vinaya-sampanne - equipped with knowledge and gentle qualities; 
brahmane - within a brahmana; gavi - in a cow; hastini - in an elephant; 
suni - in a dog; ca - and; eva - indeed; sva-pdke - in a dog-eater; ca - and; panditah - 
the enlightened (jnanis); sama-darsinah - have equal vision of the soul. 

Enlightened persons ( jndnls) perceive with equal vision a gentle 
and learned brahmana, a cow, an elephant, a dog and a dog eater. 

SArARTH A-VARSINi: The wise, who are extremely devoted to Paramesvara, 
as mentioned in the previous verse, then transcend the material modes, 
becoming disinterested in accepting those modes, which exist in every 
entity to varying degrees. In this way they become equipoised. To explain 
this, Sri Bhagavan is speaking this verse beginning with vidya-vinaya. A 
cow and a brahmana are said to be in the mode of goodness and are thus 
superior to the elephant, which is in the mode of passion. They are also 
superior to a dog and a dog-eater, which are in the mode of ignorance. But 
learned persons who have transcended the modes of nature do not notice 
such differences. Rather, they see spirit (brahma), which exists beyond 
these three modes of nature, everywhere. They are known as sama-dars i, 
those with equal vision. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The vision of the wise jndni is 
being explained in the above verse. Here the word sama-darsih means 
‘to see that in every material body, Bhagavan’s marginal potency, the 
tatastha-sakti, has manifested as a jiva with a specific eternal form 
and nature’. Only they who perceive the self in this way are known as 
sama-darsi. Bhagavan has clarified this further in the Gita (6.32) and 
it is described in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.29.14): 

brahmane pukkase stene brahmanye ’rke sphulihgake 
akriire krurake caiva sama-drk pandito matah 

In My opinion, one who sees with equal vision a brahmana and a 
candala, a thief and a devotee of the Supreme, the sun rays and the 
sparks of a fire, a cruel person and a kind person, is wise. 
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Srila Visvanatha CakravartI Thakura explains sama-drk to mean 
‘realizing the eternal existence of Me, Parabrahma, in every living 
entity’. One who has such a vision is called sama-darsi. 

Verse 19 

ifcT TFTf ^W1 TrM t^fcT ^FT: I 

% TFT ftsicTTrimil 

ihaiva tair jitah sargo yesam samye sthitam manah 
nirdosam hi samam brahma tasmad brahmani te sthitah 

iha eva - in this very world; taih - those; jitah - is conquered; sargah - 
the material creation of birth and death; yesam - whose; samye - in 
equanimity; sthitam - are situated; manah - minds; nirdosam - flawless; 
hi - because; samam - and equipoised; brahma - spirit; tasmat - therefore; 
brahmani - in transcendence; te - they; sthitah - are situated. 

Those whose minds are fixed in equanimity are said to have 
conquered birth and death in this very life. Since they are flawless 
like brahma - the Absolute Spirit - and possess equanimity, they 
are verily situated in brahma. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Here, Sri Bhagavan is glorifying equal vision. 
Sargah refers to what has been created in this world. Jitah means ‘to 
defeat’. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Ihaiva means ‘indeed, while 
living in this world’. In other words, it is in the stage of sadhana that 
one becomes free from bondage to this material world. 

Verse 20 

H WZT HrfsT^FW^ xflfiFFTI 

na prahrsyet priyam prapya nodvijet prapya capriyam 
sthira-buddhir asammudho brahma-vid brahmani sthitah 
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na prahrsyet - he is not excessively elated; priyam - something pleasant; 
prapya - on receiving; na udvijet - he is not disturbed; prapya - on 
obtaining; ca - and; apriyam - an unpleasant thing; sthira-buddhih - 
a person of steady intelligence; asammudhah - and not deluded; 
brahma-vit - a knower of transcendence; brahmani - in transcendence; 
sthitah - situated. 

One who knows brahma - the Absolute Spirit - and who is firmly 
situated in brahma, has steady intelligence and is not deluded. He 
neither rejoices upon obtaining something pleasant nor despairs 
upon receiving something unpleasant. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with the 
words na prahrsyet to describe the equal vision of the wise in relation 
to pleasant and unpleasant mundane events. Na prahrsyet means that 
one is not elated, and nodvijet means that one is not dejected. The 
purport is that one must practise like this in the stage of sadhana. 
With this intention, the imperative case has been used. Because of 
the false ego, people become deluded by happiness and lamentation. 
Being free from such ego, the wise remain undeluded. 

Verse 21 

TT WHfWTFT# IRS’II 

bahya-sparsesv asaktatma vindaty atmani yat sukham 
sa brahma-yoga-yuktatma sukham aksayam asnute 

bahya-sparsesu - to external sense pleasures; asakta-atma - a person 
unattached; vindati - finds; atmani - within the self; yat - whatever; 
sukham - happiness; sah - that; brahma-yoga - transcendental communion 
with Absolute Spirit; yukta-atma - soul united; sukham - happiness; 
aksayam - limitless; asnute - attains. 

He who is not attached to external sense pleasure finds happiness 
within the self. Being united with the Supreme Lord through 
yoga, he attains unending happiness. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: The bliss attained by a living entity who has 
achieved Paramatma is unending, so the mind of such a living entity, 
who has united with that Absolute Spirit ( brahma ) through yoga, is 
not at all attached to sense pleasure. Only they can experience this. 
Why would a person who continuously tastes nectar be interested in 
eating mud? 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: External sense objects such 
as sound and touch are only experienced with the help of the corporeal 
senses, which are not the direct faculties of the atma proper. Those 
who remain detached from external sense objects dwell in the bliss 
within derived from the experience of Paramatma. They do not even 
think of sense objects, what to speak of enjoy them. According to the 
verse param drstva nivartate (Gita 2.59), since they remain absorbed in 
the superior taste, or rasa, which is the bliss of serving Bhagavan, they 
remain completely indifferent to mundane enjoyment, which comes 
from material sense objects. 


Verse 22 

^ ‘qfrT TTcr ?h 

37TSFc1cFtT: H Wf ^T: IIV? II 

ye hi sarhsparsa-ja bhoga duhkha-yonaya eva te 
ady-antavantah kaunteya na tesu ramate budhah 

ye - which; hi - certainly; samsparsa-jah - born of sensual contact with 
the sense objects; bhogah - all pleasures; duhkha-yonayah - sources of 
misery; eva - certainly; te - they; adi-antavantah - a beginning and an 
end; kaunteya - O son of KuntI; na - not; tesu - in them; ramate - delights; 
budhah - an enlightened man. 

O son of Kunti, pleasures born of contact with the senses are 
certainly the cause of misery. Since they have a beginning and an 
end, an enlightened person does not become attached to them. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: A wise man does not become attached to sense 
enjoyment. For this reason, this verse beginning with ye hi is spoken. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The happiness derived from the 
contact of the senses with sense objects is called samsparsa-moksa. Such 
happiness has a beginning and an end, for when the contact is broken, 
the happiness ceases. For this reason, the wise do not become attached to 
such sense enjoyment, which is transient and which only appears to be 
pleasant. It is only to maintain the body that such wise persons engage 
their senses in action, doing so with a mood of detachment. 

Verse 23 

wraFteftecf ^ tt wit ^nc: n ^ n 

saknotihaiva yah sodhum prdk sarlra-vimoksandt 
kuma-krodhodbhuvam vegam sa yuktah sa sukhl narah 

saknoti - is able; iha eva - in this very life; yah - who; sodhum - to tolerate; 
prdk - before; sarlra - the body; vimoksanat - giving up; kama-krodha - of 
lust and anger; udbhavam - born; vegam - the urges; sah - he; yuktah - is 
a yogi; sah - he; sukhl - is a happy; narah - man. 

Before giving up the body, he who, in this very life, can tolerate 
the urges born of lust and anger is a yogi and is indeed happy. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Despite having fallen into the ocean of material 
existence, the persons described in this verse are yogis and are happy. To 
explain this, Sri Bhagavan is speaking this verse beginning with saknoti. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The intense desire, or hank¬ 
ering, to attain sense objects that are favourable for sense pleasure 
is referred to here as lust ( kdma ), or greed. The deepest meaning of 
the word kdma, which in this context indicates all types of desires, 
is the desire to derive pleasure from union with the opposite gender. 
The mind’s excessive repulsion towards that which is unfavourable to 
sense enjoyment is called anger, or krodha. Those who can tolerate the 
urges of lust and anger until the time of death are known as yogis, and 
they are happy. 
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Verse 24 

TT WVT^foi' Wnptsf^JI-^rd IRxll 

yo ’ntah'Sukho ’ntar-aramas tathantar-jyotir eva yah 
sa yogi hrahma-nirvdnam brahma-bhuto ’dhigacchati 

yah - who; antah-sukhah - happy within the self; antah-aramah - who 
enjoys within the self; tatha - and; antah-jyotih - vision is directed 
within; eva - certainly; yah - who; sah - that; yogi - yogi; brahma- 
nirvanam - through realization of brahmananda (the bliss of the spirit 
soul), emancipation from material existence; brahma-bhutah - situated in 
transcendence; adhigacchati - he attains. 

A yogi who derives happiness exclusively from within the self, 
who delights only within the self, and whose vision is solely 
directed within the self, is situated in transcendence (brahma). 
He attains the bliss of that transcendence in emancipation from 
material existence. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: For those who are untouched by the conditions 
of the material world, direct experience of Absolute Spirit ( brahma ) 
is itself pleasurable. To explain this, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse 
beginning with the words yo ’ntah. Those who achieve bliss within 
their inner self take pleasure only in the self, and thus their vision is 
focused within. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: How the previously men¬ 
tioned strong urges of lust and greed can be easily and naturally 
pacified is being explained here by Sri Bhagavan. By having experience 
of the self, such urges can be easily controlled. Yogis who experience 
happiness in their realization of the self, who take pleasure within 
the self, and whose vision is always focused on the nature of the self, 
take shelter of selflessly performing their prescribed duties. They 
attain the liberated platform (brahma-bhuta). They eventually become 
established in their own eternal form and nature. Such yogis easily 
become indifferent to the mundane sensual activities of lust, greed 
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and so forth, and the joy they experience within the self is known 
as brahma-nirvana, spiritual bliss. In Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s 
commentary on the Gltd (5.26), he says, “A sannyasi who is free from 
lust and greed, who has control over the mind, and who knows atma- 
tattva, very quickly attains full realization of brahma-nirvana.” 

After deliberating on real and unreal objects, one who worships 
Bhagavan by selflessly offering Him the results of one’s work, a 
niskama-karma-yogi , situates himself in brahma, the Reality beyond 
material nature, even while living in the material world. Such a state, 
which is free from material miseries, is called brahma-nirvana. 

Verse 25 

feri^IT ^TrTTrtTR: TrlT: II Va II 

labhante brahma-nirvanam rsayah ksina-kalmasdh. 

chinna-dvaidha yatatmanah sarva-bhiita-hite ratah 

labhante - they achieve; brahma-nirvanam - the bliss of absolute spiritual 
emancipation; rsayah - persons inspired from within; hsina - are 
destroyed; kalmasah - sinful qualities; chinna-dvaidhah - one^-pointed, who 
are without doubts; yata-atmanah - who have self-controlled minds; sarva- 
bhuta-hite - to the welfare of all living beings; ratah - who are attached. 

Those saintly persons who are free from sin and doubt, who 
control their minds, and who are attached to the welfare of all 
living entities, attain emancipation from material existence 
through realization of Absolute Spirit (brahma). 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Many persons attain perfection by practice 
(sadhana-siddha). To explain this, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse 
beginning with the word labhante. 

Verse 26 

w^cTTmri 

3Tf^Tcft WTTTW ftfcdlrHHIHJRtUI 
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kama-krodha-vimuktanam yatinam yatu-cetasam 
abhito brahmamirvanam vartate viditatmanam 

kama-krodha - from lust and anger; vimuktanam - who are liberated; 
yatinam - for the ascetics; yata-cetasam - for those who have controlled 
their minds; abhitah - in every way; brahma-nirvanam - extinguishing 
material life through spiritual realization; vartate - takes place; vidita- 
atmanam - for those who are well-versed in the science of the soul. 

Those renunciants whose hearts are free from lust, anger, etc., who 
control their minds, and who are well versed in the truth of the soul, 
completely extinguish material life through spiritual realization. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “How long will it take for those with knowledge 
of the self but bereft of knowledge of Paramatma to attain the happiness 
of brahma-nirvana, the extinguishing of material life?” Anticipating 
this question, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with kama- 
krodha. For one whose mind has become stable and whose subtle body 
has been destroyed, it does not take long to attain brahma-nirvana in 
its full perfection. 


Verses 27-28 

y'FnTTFfi TTHt ^cdl II ^ II 

d d K d H HI d US Hid H f : I 

-ZT: TI^T T*=T TT: II ^ II 

sparsan krtvci bahir bahyams caksus caivantare bhruvoh 
pranapanau samau krtvci ndsabhyantara-carinau 

yatendriya-mano'buddhir munir moksa-parayanah 
vigateccha-bhaya-krodho yah sada mukta eva sah 

sparsan - sensual perception such as sound and touch; hrtva - having 
put; bahih - outside; bahyan - external; caksuh - the eyes; ca - and; 
eva - certainly; antare - between; bhruvoh - the eyebrows; prana- 
apanau - the inward flowing and outward flowing life-airs; samau - 
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equal; krtva - having focused; nasa-abhyantara-carinau - moving within 
the nostrils; yata - are controlled; indriya - senses; manah - mind; 
buddhih - and intelligence; munih - sage; moksa-parayanah - is dedicated 
to attaining liberation; vigata - freed; iccha-bhaya-krodhah - from desire, 
fear and anger; yah - who; sada - always; muktah - liberated; eva - 
certainly; sah - he. 

He who is free from desire, fear and anger completely removes 
external sense objects, such as sound and touch, from his mind. 
He then fixes his vision between his eyebrows and suspends the 
movement of the inward and outward flowing life-airs, which 
move through the nostrils. In this way, he balances the life-airs, 
controls his senses, mind and intelligence, and dedicates himself 
to attaining liberation. Certainly, such a sage is ever liberated. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In this way, by performing niskdma-karma-yoga 
offered to Isvara, the sadhaka achieves a pure heart. It is then that 
knowledge of the self ( tvam-padartha ) appears. To gain knowledge of tat- 
padartha (brahma), one has to cultivate bhakti. Finally one experiences 
brahma (Sri Bhagavan) by transcendental knowledge, which is born 
from bhakti. But for one whose heart has been purified by niskama- 
karma-yoga - that is, by communion with Bhagavan through selflessly 
offering Him the fruits of one’s work - the practice of the eightfold yoga 
process ( astahga-yoga ) is considered superior to the practice of jhana- 
yoga for the purpose of realizing brahma. This is explained in the Sixth 
Chapter. Here Sri Bhagavan is speaking these three verses beginning 
with sparsan, as a sutra of the Sixth Chapter. 

Sparsa refers to that which is perceived by the external senses - 
touch, form, sound, taste and smell - all of which enter the mind. One 
should therefore drive them out of the mind and restrain the mind 
from running towards them. One should fix one’s vision between the 
eyebrows. If a person completely closes the eyes there is the possibility 
that he will fall asleep, and if he keeps them completely open, there is 
the possibility that he will be distracted by the objects of the senses. 
Thus, to ensure that neither occurs, one should keep the eyes half open, 
and within the nostrils control the upward and downward movement of 
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the up-going and down-going breath, thus balancing them. Those who 
control their senses in this way are to be considered liberated. 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
quotes Krsna as saying, “O Arjuna, the heart becomes purified only by 
niskama-karma-yoga in connection with Me. After purifying the heart, 
one attains perfect knowledge, or jhana. This is the means to attain 
tat-padartha (the Absolute Truth). The experience of Absolute Spirit, 
or brahma, gradually develops by performing devotion to the Supreme 
Lord in perfect knowledge ( jnana-svarupa-bhakti ) and by acquiring 
that knowledge that is beyond the three modes of material nature. 
I have explained this to you previously. 

“Now, for one whose heart has been purified, I will explain 
astahga-yoga as the means to realize brahma, the Absolute Spirit. 
I am presenting statements just to give an idea of this. Please listen. 
The external forms of sound, touch, form, taste and smell are to be 
completely removed from the mind. This practice is called pratyahara. 
While practising control of the mind in this way, fix the eyes between 
the eyebrows and look at the tip of the nose. By completely closing 
the eyes there is the possibility of falling asleep, and by completely 
keeping them open, there is the possibility of being distracted by 
external objects. One should therefore control the eyes by keeping 
them half-closed in such a way that one’s vision falls between the 
eyebrows on to the tip of the nose. Breathing through the nostrils, one 
should regulate the up-going breath and the down-going breath so 
that the upward and downward movement is balanced. Sages aiming 
at liberation, or mukti, thus seat themselves in this way, controlling 
the senses, mind and intelligence, and give up desire, fear and anger 
with the aim of realizing brahma. In this way they can attain complete 
deliverance from material bondage. Thus, as part of the practice of 
niskama-karma-yoga, its limb astahga-yoga can also be practised.” 

Verse 29 

Tf^qcTFTi wn *Tf II ^ II 
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bhoktaram yajnu-tapasarh sarva-loka-mahesvaram 
suhrdam sarva-bhutanarh jhatva mam santim rcchati 

bhoktaram- the enj oyer;yajfia-tapasdm - of sacrifices and austerities; sarva- 
loka - of all worlds; maha-isvaram - the Supreme Controller; suhrdam - 
the friend; sarva-bhutanam - of all living beings; jnatva - having 
understood; mdm-Me;santim-peace (through liberation); rcchati -attains. 

He who knows Me to be the enj oyer of all sacrifices and austerities, 
the Supreme Controller of all planets and the well-wishing friend 
of all living entities, attains liberation from bondage to material 
identification. 

SArARTHA-VARSINJ: Like the jhanl who cultivates transcendental 
knowledge, such a yogi also achieves liberation by attaining knowledge 
of the Supersoul, which appears through bhakti. This is stated in 
this verse beginning with bhoktaram. In Bhagavad-gita it is said, 
“I am the enjoyer of both the sacrifice performed by the fruitive worker 
and the austerities performed by the jham. I am the worshipable object 
of karmis, jhanis and yogis, I am the internal witness and I am the only 
Supreme Controller of all the planets. I am the well-wisher of all living 
entities, because I mercifully bestow instructions on bhakti upon them 
through My devotees. For this reason, know Me to be the devotees’ 
worshipable object also. Since I am transcendental to the material 
modes of material nature, it is not possible to realize Me by knowledge 
in the mode of goodness. In Srimad-Bhagavatam (n.14.21) I declared, 
‘bhaktyaham ekaya grahyah - I can be achieved only through bhakti.’ 
Only through nirguna-bhakti can the yogis realize My partial aspect, 
Paramatma, as their worshipable object, and attain peace or liberation.” 

Jhanis and karma-yogis attain knowledge of both the jivatmd and 
Paramatma by selflessly offering the fruit of their endeavour to the Supreme. 
In this way they attain liberation. This is the essence of this chapter. 

Thus ends the bhavanuvada of Srlla Visvanatha CakravartI Thakura’s 
Sdrartha-varsini-tika (the commentary that gives pleasure 
to the devotees and is accepted by all saintly persons) 
on the Fifth Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-glta. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The niskama-karma-yogls 
also achieve liberation by attaining knowledge of the Supersoul. This 
knowledge appears through bhakti. Sri Bhagavan is the sole enjoyer 
of articles offered with devotion when performing sacrifice and 
austerities. He, as the indwelling Supersoul, is indeed the worshipable 
object of the yogis, the well-wisher of all living entities, and the 
Supreme Controller of all planets: 

tam isvaranam paramam mahesvaram 
tam devatanam paramam ca daivatam 
patim patlnam paramam parastad 
vidama devam bhuvanesam Idly am 

Svetasvatara Upanisad (6.7) 

We know our worshipable Lord, who is the Master of the worlds, 
to be Supreme amongst all controllers, the Supreme Lord of lords, 
and the Supreme Protector of those who can award protection. He 
is transcendental to impersonal brahma. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura says, “Upon hearing the first four 
chapters, a doubt could arise. If one attains liberation as the result of 
worshipping Bhagavan by selflessly offering Him the fruits of one’s 
prescribed duty, then what place does jhana-yoga have, and in what 
form does it manifest? 

“The instructions in this chapter have been spoken to remove this 
doubt. Jhana-yoga (sankhya-yoga) and niskama-karma-yoga are non- 
different, for they share the same supreme goal, namely bhakti. In the 
initial stages of niskama-karma-yoga, the performance of prescribed 
action (karma) predominates over the development of transcendental 
knowledge ( jhana ), and in the final stage ( jhana-yoga ), the development 
of such knowledge predominates over prescribed action. 

“By the jlva’s constitutional nature he is a pure, conscious entity. 
When he desires to enjoy maya, however, he becomes bound by inert 
matter, and as he identifies himself with matter, his constitutional 
position gradually becomes more covered. As long as this material 
body exists, material action is necessary. The only way for the 
conditioned soul to attain liberation is through a spiritual endeavour 
to revive his original constitutional state. 
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“During his journey within the material body, the predominance of 
karma becomes weakened to the degree that he endeavours to revive his 
original conscious state. Brahma-nirvana (the bliss of absolute spiritual 
emancipation) automatically appears while performing spiritual 
practices to develop equal vision, detachment, control over mundane 
lust and anger, and the eradication of all doubts, and so forth. While 
engaged in the practice of karma-yoga and while maintaining one’s 
body, one can simultaneously engage in the performance of astahga- 
yoga, which consists of the following eight processes: yama (control 
of the senses), niyama (control of the mind), asana (sitting postures), 
pranayama (breath control), pratyahara (withdrawal of the senses), 
dharana (concentration), dhyana (meditation) and samadhi (trance). 

“If one attains the association of a devotee, the bliss of devotion 
to Sri Bhagavan gradually manifests during the performance of such 
sadhana. This is called mukti-purvika-santi, everlasting peace that 
accompanies liberation. Here, mukti means ‘being situated in one’s 
own eternal form and nature’. At that time, the tendency to perform 
pure bhajana illuminates the glory of the constitutional nature of the 
living entity.” 


Thus ends the Sdrdrtha-varsinl Prakdsika-vrtti, 
by Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvaml Maharaja, 
on the Fifth Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-gltd. 
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Yoga Through the Path of Meditation 


Verse i 



wf ^4 cbdfd ^ i 

TT XT xt ^ PufHd xJlhhi): || g || 

sri bhagavan uvaca - 

anasritah karma-phalam karyam karma karoti yah 
sa sannyasl ca yogi ca na niragnir na cakriyah 

sr I bhagavan uvaca - Sri Bhagavan said; anasritah - without expectation; 
karma-phalam - the fruit of his action; karyam - that which should 
necessarily be done; karma - work; karoti - perforins; yah - who; sah - 
he; sannyasl - in the renounced order; ca - and; yogi - one who is 
connected; ca - and; na - not; niragnih - one who ceases activities such 
as the practice of fire sacrifices; na - not; ca - and; akriyah - one who 
performs no bodily work. 

Sri Bhagavan said: Those who perform their prescribed activities 
without desiring the results of their actions are actual sannyasls 
and yogis. Those who simply cease performing fire sacrifices such 
as the agni-hotra-yajna are not sannyasls, and those who merely 
give up all bodily activities are not yogis. 

SARARTHA-VARSINl: This Sixth Chapter deals with the various types 
of yoga performed by yogis whose minds are self-controlled. It also 
explains the means to control the flickering mind. 
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A person who is engaged in the practice of astanga-yoga (the eightfold 
yoga system) should not suddenly give up niskama-karma (selflessly 
performed prescribed duties). For this reason Sri Bhagavan says, “Those 
who perform their scripturally prescribed duties, knowing them to be 
obligatory, without desiring the results, are actual sannyasls because 
they have renounced the fruit of their actions. Since their minds are free 
from desires for sense enjoyment, such persons are also called yogis.” 
Niragni means that a person is not called a sannyasl simply because 
he has abandoned all karma (religious duties) such as the performance 
of fire sacrifice ( agni-hotra-yajna). Akriyah means that a person is not 
called a yogi simply because he has given up all bodily activities and sits 
motionless with his eyes half-closed. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Astanga-yoga was described 
in a condensed form in three verses at the end of the Fifth Chapter. 
In this Sixth Chapter, the subject of these three verses is explained in 
detail. 

The word agni-hotra mentioned in the commentary is a special 
type of Vedic fire sacrifice, or yajna, performed to satisfy Agni, the 
presiding deity of fire. According to this procedure, at the end of a 
marriage ceremony, brahmanas should perform a yajna by establishing 
a fire and chanting Vedic mantras prescribed for the spring season. 
At that time, one makes a determined vow to perform the sacrifice 
with a particular substance (such as ghee). After that, the sacrifice 
should be performed with that substance for the rest of one’s life. On 
the dark-moon night, one must personally perform the sacrifice with 
barley water. On other days, there will be no fault even if there is some 
variation. 

After one has performed one hundred sacrifices, one must perform 
a sacrifice to the sun in the morning and to the fire at twilight. It is 
imperative to commence dasa-paurnamasa-yaga while meditating on 
the fire on the first full-moon day. Besides that, one has to perform 
three sacrifices on the full-moon day and three on the dark-moon 
night. Furthermore, one must perform these six sacrifices for the rest 
of one’s life. The Vedas give detailed accounts of the results obtained 
by performing this yajna. 
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Verse 2 

*T W^ffri rf I 

'T ^fcT ^cFTIRII 

yam sannyasam iti prdhur yogam tam viddhi pandava 
na hy asannyastasankalpo yogi bhavati kascana 

yam - which; sannyasam - renunciation of work; iti - that; prahuh - 
they (the wise) call; yogam - yoga through selfless action; tam - that; 
viddhi - know; pandava - O son of Pandu (Arjuna); na - not; hi - indeed; 
asannyasta-sankalpah - one who is unable to renounce the desire to enjoy 
the fruit of action; yogi - a yogi; bhavati - can become; kascana - anyone. 

O Arjuna, know that what the wise call cessation of action, or 
karma-sannydsa, is the same as yoga, because one who is unable 
to give up the desire for the fruits of action and sense enjoyment 
can never become a yogi. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: To renounce the fruits of action is the factual 
meaning of the word sannyasa, and to stabilize the mind so that it 
is not disturbed by sense objects is the meaning of the word yoga. 
Therefore, the meaning of both sannyasa and yoga is one. Those who 
are asannyasta-sahkalpa , who have neither given up the desire for the 
fruits of their action nor the desire for sense enjoyment, can never be 
called yogis. 


Verse 3 

cTFlcr ^PT: ^K^RWl II 3 II 

aruruksor muner yogam karma karanam ucyate 
yogarudhasya tasyaiva samah karanam ucyate 

aruruksoh - for who is desiring to begin; muneh - for the sage; yogam - 
steadfast meditation, or dhyana-yoga; karma - niskama-karma-yoga; 
karanam - the practice, or sadhana ; ucyate - is said; yoga-arudhasya - 
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for that person who has attained to the highest stage of dhyana-yoga; 
tasya - for him (the sage); eva - certainly; samah - renunciation (of all 
irrelevant action); karanam - the practice; ucyate - is said. 

For a sage who is aspiring to ascend the path of unwavering 
meditation upon the Supreme Person, worshipping Him by 
selflessly offering Him the fruit of his activities is said to be the 
means. And when he achieves steadiness in that elevated stage 
of yoga, the renunciation of actions that distract his mind from 
meditation is said to be the means. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: One may question whether or not a person who is 
an astanga-yogi of the quality mentioned in the Gltd (6.i) must perform 
niskama-karma for the rest of his life. That doubt is removed by this 
verse beginning with the word aruruksoh, which establishes a limit for 
niskama-karma. Muni means that a person who is aspiring to become 
situated in yoga, or unwavering meditation upon the Supreme, must 
perform niskama-karma because it purifies the heart. Once they have 
attained steadiness in meditation, they must then cease any action 
that may distract them. Those who desire to attain the level of dhyana, 
or meditation, which is a stage in the practice of astanga-yoga, but 
whose minds are not yet completely purified, should perform niskama- 
karma, selflessly offering the results of their actions to the Supreme. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sola Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
says, “ Yoga is compared to a unique ladder. The lowest rung is 
compared to the life of the jiva caught in degraded worldliness, his 
consciousness absorbed in mundane matter. This yoga ladder consists 
of the steps, from that level up to the level of pure consciousness. The 
various rungs of the ladder have different names, but yoga is used with 
them all. This yoga has two divisions (for two types of yogis): (i) For 
one who desires to practise yoga and who has just begun climbing the 
yoga ladder (the yoga-aruruksu muni), it is said that the only process 
is to selflessly offer the fruit of one’s work to the Supreme. (2) For 
one who has already ascended to the platform of perfection in yoga 
(arudha-yogi ), the only aim is to cease the desire for fruitive work; he 
aims for eternal bliss. These two gross divisions are called karma and 
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s anti.” In other words, their respective goals are performing niskama- 
karma-yoga and attaining eternal bliss. 

Verse 4 

imi 

yada hi nendriyarthesu na karmasv anusajjate 
sarvasahkalpa-sannyasi yogarudhas tadocyate 

yada - when; hi - that certainly; na - not; indriya-arthesu - to the 
objects of the senses; na - nor; karmasu - to actions; anusajjate - one is 
attached; sarva-sahkalpa - of all his desires; sannyasi - a renunciant; yoga- 
arudhah - elevated to the platform of yoga; tada - then; ucyate - it is said. 

When a renunciant has become free from attachment to the sense 
objects and to the performance of action, then he is called yoga- 
arudha (elevated to the platform of yoga), for he has given up all 
desires for the fruits of his actions. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Only those whose hearts have become completely 
pure are called yoga-ariidha. In this verse beginning with yada hi, 
Sri Bhagavan is explaining the symptoms of such a person. Indriya- 
arthesu means that they are neither attached to sense objects such 
as sound nor to actions that are the means of attaining those sense 
objects. 


Verse 5 

s^'^Tr^ifq'H qrrqFrq^qre^q 1 

37i?^cr furfqqi ftqqrqq: imn 

uddhared atmanatmanam natmanam avascidayet 
atmaiva hy atmano bandhur atmaiva ripur atmanah 

uddharet - one should deliver from the endless cycle of birth and death; 
atmana - through the unattached mind; atmanam - the soul; na - not; 
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atmanam - the soul; avasadayet - one should degrade; atma - the mind; 
eva - indeed; hi - certainly; atmanah- of the soul; bandhuh - the friend; 
atma - the mind; eva - indeed; ripuh - the enemy; atmanah - of the soul. 

A man must deliver himself from the material world through 
mental detachment and not allow the mind to degrade him, for 
the mind is simultaneously one’s friend and also one’s own enemy. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: A soul falls into the ocean of birth and death in 
the material world only because of his attachment to sense objects. 
With great endeavour one must deliver oneself. Atmana, the mind 
that is detached from sense objects, delivers atmanam, the self. Na 
avasadayet means that the mind that is attached to sense objects 
should not cause the atma to fall into the material ocean. In this way 
the atma (mind) is the friend and also the enemy of the self. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: A mind that is free from any 
attachment is one’s friend, and a mind that is full of attachment is 
one’s enemy. It is said: 

mana eva manusyanam karanam bandha-moksayoh 
bandhaya visayasango muktyair nirvisayam manah 

Amrta-bindu Upanisad (2) 

A man’s mind is the sole cause of his bondage and liberation. A 
mind absorbed in sense objects causes bondage, and when it is 
detached from sense objects, it is the cause of liberation. 

Verse 6 

^cTlrqirCRT fclcT: I 

3HHId-H'kl cl^dlrAd Yl^rTIlSjl 

bandhur atmatmanas tasya yenaivdtmdtmand jitah 
anatmanas tu satrutve vartetatmaiva satru-vat 

bandhuh - the friend; atma - the mind; atmanah - of the soul; tasya - of 
that; yena - by whom; eva - certainly; atma - the mind; atmana - by 
the soul; jitah - has been conquered; anatmanah - for a person without 
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controlled senses; tu - but; satrutve - in harmful activity; varteta - may 
engage; atma - the mind; eva - just; satru-vat - like an enemy. 

For that living entity who has conquered his mind, the mind is 
his friend, but for he who has not conquered his senses, his mind 
works against him just like an enemy. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Whose mind is their friend and whose mind 
is their enemy? To answer this, Sri Bhagavan is speaking this verse 
beginning with the word bandhuh. For the soul who has conquered 
his mind, the mind is his friend. But for the soul who is anatma, whose 
mind is uncontrolled, it acts harmfully like an enemy. 


Verse 7 


FddlrHH: y^TFcPFT WrTrRT TIHlfed: I 

cT^TT HHIMHHdl: llvs|| 


jitatmanah prasantasya paramatma samahitah 
sitosnd'sukha-duhkhesu tatha manapamanayoh 


jita-atmanah - for the yogi whose mind is controlled; prasantasya - who 
is very peaceful (being free from attachment and aversion); parama - 
supreme; atma - soul; samahitah - has attained trance; si ta-usna - cold 
and heat; suhha-duhhhesu - amidst happiness and distress; tatha - as well 
as; mana-apamanayoh - honour and dishonour. 

The yogi who is in control of his mind is free from both attachment 
and aversion to the dualities of heat and cold, happiness and 
misery, and honour and dishonour. The mind of such a yogi is 
deeply absorbed in trance. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Now, in these next three verses, the characteristics 
of one who is accomplished in yoga are being described. One who has 
conquered his mind ( jita-atmanah) and who is free from attachment, 
envy and so forth ( prasanta) is properly situated in trance, or samadhi, 
and is not disturbed by heat or cold, honour or dishonour. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the original verse, the 
word paramatma does not refer to that Paramatma who is Paramesvara, 
the Supreme Controller. Rather, it indicates the individual soul, the 
atma, or the jlvdtma. Here, the meaning of the word parama combined 
with samahitah is that a person endowed with the above symptoms 
is deeply absorbed in samadhi. Both Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti 
Thakura and Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana have said that here, the 
word parama indicates intensity. 

Verse 8 

WHf^TFTtJT^TTrfTT | 

ll^ll 

jhdna-vijndna-trptdtmd kutastho vijitendriyah 
yukta ity ucyate yogi sama-lostasma-kancanah 

jnana-vijnana - through transcendental knowledge and its realization; 
trpta - who is satisfied; atma - the soul; kuta-sthah - situated on the 
summit (whose consciousness is unaffected by material transformation); 
vijita-indriyah - who has conquered the senses; yuktah - a person who has 
attained the pinnacle of yoga; iti - thus; ucyate - is said to be; yogi - a yogi; 
sama - looks equally; losta-asma-kancanah - on sand, stone and gold. 

A person whose mind is satisfied by both knowledge ( jnana) 
and realization ( vijndna), whose consciousness is unaffected by 
material transformation, who has conquered the senses, and who 
looks equally upon sand, stone and gold is said to have attained 
the perfection of yoga. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Those whose hearts have become free from 
hankering and who are satisfied due to having both knowledge (jnana) 
and direct realization of this knowledge ( vijndna) are kuta-sthah. In 
other words, they are always situated in the true nature of their selves 
and remain detached from all mundane objects. For them, a grain of 
sand, gold and so forth are all the same. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Kuta-sthah: “kala-vyapi sa 
kuta-stha eka-rupataya tu yah - one who is not disturbed by his senses 
and eternally remains situated in his own svarupa is called kuta-sthah.” 


Verse 9 



subrn-mitrary-uddslna-madhyastha-dvesya-bandhusu 
scidhusv api ca papesu sama-buddhir visisyate 

suhrt - towards well-wishers; mitra - friends; ari - enemies; udaslna - 
neutral persons; madhya-stha - arbitrators; dvesya - the envious; 
bandhusu - relatives; sadhusu - saints; api ca - and also; papesu - sinful 
persons; sama-buddhih - one with impartial intelligence; visisyate - is 
most advanced. 

One who looks upon well-wishers, friends, enemies, the neutral, 
arbitrators, envious, relatives, saintly persons and sinners with 
equal vision is most exalted. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Suhrt means ‘one who is a well-wisher by 
nature’. Mitra means ‘one who performs welfare work out of affection’. 
Ari refers to one who is violent or a killer. Udasma means ‘one who 
is indifferent to quarrelling parties’. Madhya-stha means ‘one who is 
an arbitrator for opposing parties’. Dvesya means ‘one who is envious 
and acts harmfully’. Bandhu means ‘a relative’, sadhu means ‘a saintly 
person’ and papi means ‘a sinful, irreligious person’. 

One who regards all of them with an equal mind, seeing them all 
alike, is considered to be a most distinguished and excellent person. 
Such a person is superior to one who looks upon a grain of sand, stone 
and gold equally. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the previous verse, a 
person who looks equally upon a grain of sand, stone, gold and so 
forth was called a yogi. But among persons who are adept at yoga 
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( yoga-arudha ), those who see with equal vision a well-wisher, 
a friend, an enemy, a neutral person, an arbitrator, an envious person, 
a relative, a saint and a sinner are even more highly situated than 
those who see inert matter equally. 

Verse io 

zfrrft iJyHld TfcTRFfTrHFT felcT: I 

RRRRR ■qrif-qfflr-qr RRRRRRTI??: II || 

yogi yunjita satatam atmanam rahasi sthitah 
ekaki yata-cittutmd nirasir aparigrahah 

yogi - a yogi; yunjita - should absorb in trance, or samadhv, satatam - 
always; atmanam - the mind; rahasi - in a solitary place; sthitah - situated; 
ekaki - living alone; yata-citta-atma - controlling his mind and body; 
niraslh - free from desire; aparigrahah - not accepting sense objects. 

Being free from desire, the yogi, while residing alone in a solitary 
place, controlling his mind and body and rejecting sense objects, 
absorbs his mind in trance. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Now, from this verse beginning with yogi 
yunjita up to the verse ending with sa yogi paramo matah (Gita 6.32), 
Sri Bhagavan explains the process of meditation, or dhyana-yoga, 
along with its limbs. A yogi’s mind should be fixed in trance. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: After explaining the symp¬ 
toms of one who is adept in yoga (yoga-arudha ), Bhagavan gives 
instruction on the practice of yoga. A practitioner of yoga should 
withdraw his mind from the objects of sense enjoyment and practise 
niskama-karma-yoga, offering the results of his actions to Bhagavan. 
In this way, he should try to fix his mind in samadhi, meditating 
deeply on Sri Bhagavan. He should perform his sadhana without any 
material desires, and with staunch renunciation, he should reside in a 
solitary place, control his mind and refrain from all activities that are 
unfavourable to yoga. 
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Verses 11-12 


RlRTf^cT BTfcRfa' II 5>S> I 


?rkFi IR: cbc^T ^dfaTlPs^fsM: I 
Bqf^rra^ '•^^TT«frrFn cH n ^ A n s>^ n 


sucau dese pratisthapya sthiram asanam atmanah 
natyucchritam natinicam cailajina-kusottaram 

tatraikagram manah krtva yata-cittendriya-kriyah 
upavisydsane yunjyad yogam atma-visuddhaye 


sucau dese - in a clean place; pratisthapya - establishing; sthiram - 
steadfast; asanam - seat; atmanah - his; na ati-ucchritam - neither too 
high; na ati-nicam - nor too low; caila - and a cloth; ajina - a deerskin; 
husa - a mat of husa grass; uttaram - in sequence; tatra - there; eka-agram - 
one-pointedly; manah - his mind; krtva - having fixed; yata — controlling; 
citta - of his mind; indriya - and senses; kriyah - the activities; 
upavisya - sitting; asane - on the seat; yunjyat yogam - he should practise 
yoga; atma-visuddhaye - for the purification of his mind. 

In a sanctified place, one should make a secure sitting place by 
placing kusa grass, deerskin and then cloth on the ground. It 
should be neither too high nor too low. Sitting on that, one should 
practise yoga to purify the mind with one-pointed concentration, 
and control all of his thoughts and activities. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Pratisthapya means ‘after establishing’. Cailajina- 
kusottaram indicates that one should put deerskin on a mat made from 
kusa and on top of that a seat made of cloth. Atma means that in order 
to obtain the capacity to see brahma directly, the yogi, becoming free 
from distractions so as to achieve mental purity and extreme subtlety, 
should concentrate his intelligence on a single point. It is said in the 
Katha Upanisad (1.3.12) “ drsyate tv agryaya buddhya - one with single- 
pointed intelligence can see brahma.” 
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Verses 13-14 

TFT cbwRflOiiW I 

Hlfem Tcf 5-3 || 

WTFfTTrRT FFTH'HI^-dlK'-jrl ftsicT: I 
tft: Trf^rfr 37mtcT TTrCR: ||SOf|| 

samam kaya-siro-grlvam dharayann acalam sthirah 
sampreksya nasikagram svam disas canavalokayan 

prasantatma vigata-bhir brahmacari-vrate sthitah 
manah samyamya muc-citto yukta cislta mut-parah 

samam - straight; kaya - his body; sirah - head; grlvam - and neck; 
dharayan - holding; acalam - unmoving; sthirah - steadfast; sampreksya - 
gazing; nasika-agram svam - at the tip of his nose; disah - in the 
directions; ca - and; anavalokayan - not glancing; prasanta-atma - filled 
with peace; vigata-bhih - free from fear; brahmacari-vrate - in a vow of 
celibacy; sthitah - fixed; manah - the mind; samyamya - controlling; 
mat-cittah - thinking of Me; yuktah - engaged in; aslta - should sit; mat- 
parah - engrossed in Me. 

Keeping one’s body, neck and head erect and steady, one should 
fix one’s vision solely on the tip of the nose, not looking elsewhere. 
Thus, observing strict celibacy, being fearless, peaceful and 
controlling the mind, one should practise yoga by meditating on 
Me, with one-pointed attention, remaining always devoted to Me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The middle part of the body is called kaya, the 
torso. Samam means ‘not crooked’, or in other words, ‘straight’, and 
acalam means ‘not moving’, or ‘steady’. “Keeping the torso straight 
and steady and restraining the mind from sense objects, one should 
become dedicated to My bhakti, while meditating on My beautiful 
four-handed Visnu form.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: If the sitting posture is firm 
and comfortable, it helps in one’s spiritual practice. There are sixty- 
four types of postures such as svastika, mayura, garuda and padma. 
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Patanjali has also said, “ sthira-sukham asanam - the position, or 
asana, should be firm and comfortable.” In Svetasvatara Upanisad 
(2.8) the process of asana has been explained: “Keeping the torso, 
head and neck in a straight line and controlling all the senses, one 
should practise yoga by absorbing one’s mind in meditating on the 
Supreme Spirit situated in the heart. Such learned sadhakas cross over 
the terrible ocean of lust and anger in the material world by the boat 
of Absolute Transcendence, brahma.” 

One may doubt the need to adopt an asana (posture) for the gross 
body while remembering Bhagavan within the mind. In this regard, 
Vedanta-sutra (4.1.7) says, “asinah sambhavdt - one should remember 
Sri Hari while sitting in a firm posture, or asana." Srila Baladeva 
Vidyabhusana explains in his commentary on the Vedanta-sutra 
named Govinda-bhasya, “It is not possible to concentrate the citta 
(thoughts) without a proper posture, or asana. One’s thoughts are 
distracted while walking, moving, standing and sleeping, making it 
impossible to make the heart one-pointed.” 

This is also cited in Srimad-Bhagavatam from 3.28.8 ( sucau dese 
pratisthdpya) to 3.28.36 ( hetutvam apy asati ), and also n.14.32 ( sama 
asana asinah). These verses are a great aid in helping one understand 
this topic in more detail. 

Also, in the scriptures that delineate the process of yoga, it is 
said “ antar-laksyo ’bahir-drstih sthira-cittah susangatah - one’s outer 
perception should be directed within, and one’s mind should be stable 
due to auspicious association.” 

Verse 15 

TldlrHH TT^rBTHTf: I 

YTlPrT ftcrftTfqW II II 

yuhjann evam sadatmanam yogi niyata-manasah 
santim nirvana-paramam mat-samstham adhigacchati 

yunjan - engaging in yoga', evam - thus according to the previously 
mentioned process; sada - always; atmanam - the mind; yogi - the 
yogi; niyata-manasah - of controlled mind; santim - peace; nirvana- 
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paramam - complete cessation of material existence; mat-samstham - My 
form of nirvisesa-brahma; adhigacchati - attains. 

Thus, constantly keeping the mind absorbed in Me through yoga 
by following this process, a yogi whose mind is controlled can 
become situated in My splendour and attain peace in the form of 
nirvana (the complete cessation of material existence). 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “ Yogis whose minds are beyond thoughts of sense 
objects and who are self-controlled absorb their minds in Me through 
the practice of dhyana-yoga and attain nirvana. Thus becoming firmly 
situated in My splendour - nirvisesa-brahma (undifferentiated spirit) - 
they attain peace and complete emancipation from bondage to the 
material world.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Here, Sri Bhagavan is ex¬ 
plaining the result of practising dhyana-yoga. Svetasvatara Upanisad 
(3.8) states, “tarn eva viditvati mrtyumeti - by the practice of yoga, 
having attained knowledge of Bhagavan (in His impersonal feature), 
he crosses beyond the cycle of birth and death in the form of 
material existence.” In this way, the yogi attains nirvisesa-brahma (the 
featureless Absolute). 


Verse 16 

H ^nfrTT^T^VTFT ^nTcfj xnF^TII^H 

natyasnatas tu yogo ’sti na caikantam anasnatah 
na cati-svapna-silasya jagrato naiva carjuna 

na - not; ati-asnatah - for one who eats excessively; tu - however; 
yogah - union with the Paramatma; asti - is; na - not; ca - and; eha- 
antam anasnatah - for one who completely abstains from eating; na - not; 
ca - and; ati-svapna-sllasya - by one who sleeps excessively; jagratah - 
by one who does not sleep enough; na - nor; eva - certainly; ca - and; 
arjuna - O Arjuna. 
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O Arjuna, yoga cannot be perfected by one who abstains from 
eating or who eats excessively, nor by one who sleeps too much or 
who sleeps too little. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: In two verses, Sri Bhagavan is explaining the 
symptoms of a person who has become steadfast in the practice of yoga. 
Atyasnatah means ‘one who eats too much’. It is said in yoga-sastra: 

puryed asanenardham trtiyam udakena tu 
vayoh sancaranartham tu caturtham avasesayet 

One should half-fill the belly with food and one-fourth with water, 
leaving one-fourth empty for the movement of air. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: To attain perfection in 
sadhana , a yogi should not practise yoga when he is hungry or tired, or 
when his mind is disturbed. A person should not practise yoga when 
he is too cold, too hot or in a hurry, because in doing so, he will not 
attain perfection. While chanting hari-nama and following the various 
limbs of bhakti, and specifically while remembering Krsna’s pastimes, 
one should carefully observe the above principles. In order to keep 
the mind concentrated, the sadhaka should spend some time chanting 
the holy names of the Lord in a solitary place and with one-pointed 
attention. Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura has given instructions like this 
in Hari-nama-cintamani. 

Verse 17 

cjycfgi 

yuktahara-viharasya yukta-cestasya karmasu 
yukta-svapnavabodhasya yogo bhavati duhkhu-hu 

yukta - appropriate; ahara - eating; viharasya - for one whose recrea¬ 
tion; yukta - appropriate; cestasya - whose movements; karmasu - in 
activities; yukta - appropriate; svapna - and sleeping; avabodhasya - 
whose waking; yogah - the process of linking with the Supreme Lord; 
bhavati - becomes; duhkha-ha - a slayer of material miseries. 
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For a person who is moderate in eating and recreation, balanced 
in work and regulated in sleeping and wakefulness, his practice 
of yoga destroys all material miseries. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: A person’s worldly and transcendental activities 
will lead to success if he is regulated in eating and recreation. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: If a person is not moderate 
in eating and recreation, he faces various miseries that become an 
obstacle in his practice (sadhana). Similarly, if the mind is flickering 
and agitated because of various anxieties, it is also not possible for him 
to attain perfection in his practice (sadhana). Therefore, in a balanced 
manner, the practitioner should eat food that is easily digestible and 
nourishing. It is imperative for the practitioner of bhakti to follow the 
instructions given by Sola Rupa Gosvami in Sri Upadesamrta, wherein 
it is said that only a person who controls the urges of the mind, anger, 
tongue and genitals can perform sadhana properly. Additionally, one 
should always keep a distance from the six unfavourable activities: 
over-eating, over-endeavouring for mundane things, talking 
unnecessarily, having undue attachment to or disregard for rules and 
regulations, taking bad association and maintaining a desire to follow 
a false philosophy. 

In this verse, the words yukta-svapnavabodhasya mean ‘regulated 
sleep and regulated wakefulness’. 

Verse 18 

fdfddd I 

TT^m'^TT qrb cT^I Ill'll 

yadci viniyatam cittam atmany evavatisthate 
nisprhah sarva-kamebhyo yukta ity ucyate tada 

yada - when; viniyatam - is fully controlled; cittam - the mind; 
atmani - in the soul; eva - certainly; avatisthate - and stays steadily; 
nisprhah - free from cravings; sarva-hamebhyah - for all sense enjoyment; 
yuktah iti - thus connected in yoga; ucyate - he is said; tada - then. 
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When the mind becomes completely controlled and firmly fixed 
on the self alone, free from the craving for all sense enjoyment, at 
that time, one is said to be connected in yoga. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “When is one’s yoga complete?” In reply to 
this, Sri Krsna speaks this verse beginning with yada. “One has 
attained perfection in yoga when he can situate the controlled mind 
unwaveringly in the self (dtma).” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The yogi is said to have 
attained perfection in yoga when during his yoga practice, his heart 
becomes steady, free from desires for sense enjoyment and situated 
within his self alone. 


Verse 19 

W HfqriT FJcTTI 

RPRl dyRdl ^FTTciFT: || ^ || 

yatha dipo nivatastho nehgate sopama smrta 
yogino yata-cittasya yuhjato yogam atmanah 

yatha - as; dlpah - a lamp; nivata-sthah - situated in a windless place; na 
ingate - does not flicker; sa - that; upama - analogy; smrta - considered; 
yoginah - of a yogi; yata-cittasya - whose mind is controlled; yunjatah 
yogam - while practising communion; atmanah - in connection with the 
self. 

A lamp in a windless place does not flicker. The yogi who restrains 
his mind through communion with the self should be always 
aware of this metaphor. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: A lamp does not flicker in a place where there is 
no breeze. The mind of an accomplished yogi is likened to such a lamp. 

Verses 20-25 

^T'TT’TTl ferf I 

^ ^frq-^TrqR qJRTTTfqR cprfcTIRo|| 
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^rfrT H ^NrFT ^dV-d^rd cTr^cT: II ^ II 

zf ^T^TT -d|q< H~4cl ^TTf^T^ rfrT: I 

^T^TcTt H f:#^T F^'Flfq fd-dl^d^ II ^ II 

rf t^WTfrllTFM^T dMI-HMdHI 
*r wr^qt ^sfM^nr^Frr n ^ n 

^•■^g^raT^mi^r^f^i >HdfHv)qd: i 

■qdFsrf^njrq fdfdd^ fw-dd: ii^ii 
? 1^: ?l4wt^ ^TT ^IdJJ^Iddl I 

3TRTTfFP4 FFT: fF^T FT [chl-^ddN fq^cTIRM 

yatroparamate cittam niruddham yoga-sevaya 
yatra caivatmanatmanam pasyann atmani tusyati 

sukham atyantikam yat tad buddhi-grahyam atlndriyam 
vetti yatra na caivayam sthitas calati tattvatah 

yam labdhva caparam labham manyate nadhikam tatah 
yasmin sthito na duhkhena gurunapi vicalyate 

tarn vidyad duhkha-samyoga-viyogam yoga-samjhitam 
sa niscayena yoktavyo yogo ’nirvinna-cetasd 

sahkalpa-prabhavan kamams tyaktva sarvan asesatah 
manasaivendriya-gramam viniyamya samantatah 

sanaih sanair uparamed buddhya dhrti-grhitaya 
atma-samstham manah krtva na kihcid api cintayet 

yatra - when; uparamate - becomes detached from material enjoyment; 
cittam - the mind; niruddham - being controlled; yoga-sevaya - through 
the practice of yoga ; yatra - when; ca - and; eva - certainly; atmana - 
through the mind; atmanam - the soul; pasyan - incessantly beholding; 
atmani - in the soul; tusyati - one becomes satisfied; sukham - happiness; 
atyantikam - limitless (and eternal); yat - which; tat - that; buddhi- 
grahyam-perceived through the intelligence; ati-indriyam -transcendental 
to the senses; vetti - one understands; yatra - in such a stage; na - never; 
ca - and; eva - certainly; ayam - this (yogi); sthitah - being so situated; 
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calati - falls; tattvatah - from his svarupa; yam - which; labdhva - having 
obtained; ca - and; aparam - other; labham - gain; manyate - he considers; 
na - no; adhikam - greater; tatah - than that; yasmin - in which; sthitah - 
being situated; na - not; duhkhena - suffering; guruna - by the greatest 
(terrible); api - even; vicalyate - he is overcome, or deviated; tam - that; 
vidyat - one should understand; duhkha-samyoga - from association 
with suffering; viyogam - which dissociates one; yoga-samjnitam - in the 
name of yoga; sah - that; niscayena - with determination (according to 
the words of sadhu and sastra); yoktavyah - should be practised; yogah - 
yoga; anirvinna-cetasa - and by undeviating consciousness; sankalpa- 
prabhavan - born of desire; kaman - desires; tyaktva - having abandoned; 
sarvan - all; asesatah - completely; manasa - through the mind; eva - 
certainly; indriya-gramam - the group of senses; vi niyamya - regulating; 
samantatah - on all sides; sanaih sanaih - very gradually; uparamet - one 
should detach; buddhya - through intelligence; dhrti-grhltaya - achieved 
through conviction; atma-samstham - situated in the atma; manah - the 
mind; krtva - having fixed (the mind); na kincit - of nothing else; api - at 
all; cintayet - one should think. 

In that state of yoga called samadhi, the yogi’s mind is controlled 
by the practice of yoga. He becomes detached from the sense 
objects and is satisfied within as he gradually perceives the self 
through the medium of the purified mind. In that state, the yogi 
experiences eternal bliss through his pure intelligence, which is 
transcendental to the realm of the senses. Being thus established, 
he never deviates from his intrinsic form, and upon attaining that 
bliss of the self, he considers there to be no greater acquisition. 
When situated on that platform, he does not become perturbed 
even by the greatest of miseries. Know that state to be devoid of 
any contact with the duality of mundane happiness and misery. 
This yoga should be performed with full patience of mind, having 
completely given up all whimsical desires and, with the mind 
controlling the senses in all directions, one should follow with 
determination the instructions of the scriptures and the saintly 
personalities. One should make his intelligence resolute and 
determined and gradually become detached by establishing the 
mind in the self and by not thinking of anything else. 
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SARARTHA-VARSINl: The word yoga in the verse natyasnatas tu yogo 
’sti (Gita 6.16) and in other verses means samadhi. This samadhi 
is of two types, namely samprajnata - in which one is conscious 
of the difference between knowledge, the object of knowledge 
and the knower, and asamprajnata - in which no such difference 
is perceived. Samprajnata has various divisions such as logical 
argument (savitarka) and philosophical research ( savicara ). What 
is spontaneous, or asamprajnata-samadhi-yoga? To answer this, Sri 
Bhagavan is speaking three-and-a-half verses beginning here with 
the word yatroparamate. 

When one attains samadhi, the heart, or mind ( citta ), becomes fully 
detached from sense objects, having no contact with them because one 
has achieved self-restraint ( niruddha ). This is confirmed in Patanjali’s 
Yoga-sutra: “yogas citta-vrtti-nirodhah - when the tendency of the mind 
and heart ( citta-vrtti ) is fully restrained from sense enjoyment and 
absorbed in the blissful realization of the self and Paramatma, it is 
called yoga.” 

The qualified yogi realizes Paramatma by his purified mind, and he 
remains satisfied with that alone. This is his blissful state, samadhi, 
which is attainedby an intellect that has become qualified to experience 
the self and Paramatma. That is because that state is beyond the 
senses and beyond the happiness attained by the contact of the senses 
with the sense objects. Wherever this yogi lives, he does not deviate 
from the nature of his soul. Therefore, after attaining this blissful 
state, he considers the pursuit of anything else to be insignificant. 
Even if he has contact with misery, he does not experience it. This 
is yoga, and only this yoga, can be called samadhi. A yogi should not 
lament, “After so long I still have not attained perfection, so for what 
purpose did I undergo all this pain?” Rather, within his mind, he 
should maintain firm patience. “Whether perfection comes in this life 
or in the next, I will continue to endeavour. Why should I become 
impatient?” 

In this regard, Sri Gaudapada, Sankaracarya’s parama-gurudeva, 
has given the example of vowing to dry up the ocean by taking out 
a drop at a time with the tip of a piece of kusa grass. Similarly, by 
untiring, determined endeavour, a person can control the mind. 
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There is a story to exemplify this. Once a bird laid her eggs on 
the shore of an ocean, but the waves carried the eggs away. The 
bird resolved to dry up the ocean, and with her beak she began to 
remove water, drop by drop. Other birds came to convince her that 
her endeavour was futile, but she was not deterred. By chance, Sri 
Narada came to that place and he also tried to convince the bird to 
stop, but the bird took a vow in his presence: “I will not rest until I dry 
up the ocean, whether it is in this life or in the next.” Merciful Narada 
then sent Garuda to help her. When Garuda heard that the ocean 
had carried away the eggs of someone in his own caste, he began to 
dry up the ocean by fanning it with his wings. The terrified ocean 
immediately returned the eggs to the bird. 

Similarly, it is certain that when a person begins the process of yoga, 
jnana or bhakti with faith in such scriptural statements, Sri Bhagavan 
will definitely bless his enthusiastic endeavour. 

In the two verses beginning with the word sahkalpa, Sri Bhagavan 
is explaining the initial and ultimate activities of a person engaged in 
such yoga. Abandoning all material desires (Gita 6. 24) is the initial 
act, and not worrying about anything at all, as spoken in the Gita 
(6.25), is the final act. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Words cannot describe the 
happiness that manifests in the yogi’s pure heart when he attains 
perfection in yoga, and his heart becomes cleansed by samadhi. This 
can only be realized when one’s mind is purified. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura says, “In this way, by the practice of 
yoga, the mind gradually becomes detached from sense enjoyment 
and free from being controlled by mundane objects. At that time, the 
stage of samadhi manifests. In that state, the mind becomes qualified 
to realize and experience Paramatma, thus it realizes the happiness 
born from that union. Patanjali Muni’s philosophical literature is the 
only bona fide literature on astahga-yoga. Because commentators do 
not understand its factual meaning, they say that, according to those 
who propound Vedanta, the blissful conscious state of the self is actual 
liberation. This is illogical because if one experiences bliss in the 
kaivalya stage of impersonal monism, there is duality: the experience 
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itself and the person experiencing it. Therefore kaivalya (oneness) is not 
possible at all. But these commentators do not understand that Patanjali 
Muni never stated this. In his concluding verse he has said: 

purusartha-sunyanarin gunanam pratiprasavah 
kaivalyam svarupa-pratistha va citi-saktir iti 

Yoga-sutra (3.34) 

The function of the real self ( cit-dharma) awakens when one is free 
from the four goals of human life - religiosity ( dhanna ), economic 
development (artha), sense gratification ( kama ) and liberation 
(moksa ) - and when the modes of material nature do not cause any 
worldly disturbance. This state is called kaivalya (oneness). In this 
state one becomes situated in one’s own svarupa. It is then called 
citi-sakti. 

“If we deeply deliberate on this, it becomes clear that Patanjali Muni 
does not accept that the functions of the self are annihilated in its 
ultimate state; rather, he accepts that at that stage no transformation 
or perversion of its actual function takes place. Citi-sakti means 
‘spiritual nature’. When there are no perverse transformations in the 
proper functioning of the self, then the true nature of the self awakens. 
When that state of the self is in contact with the material energy, it 
is called atma-guna-vikara, the transformation of the constitutional 
function of one’s self due to contact with material nature. If these 
perverse transformations are removed, then bliss, which is an intrinsic 
characteristic of the atma, will awaken. This is the opinion of Patanjali. 

“Ananda awakens when one is free from any perversion caused by 
the material modes of nature, and it is blissful in nature. It is the 
supreme goal of yoga. Tater, it will be explained that this and nothing 
else is called bhakti. 

“Samadhi is of two types: samprajnata (where one is conscious 
of the difference between knowledge, the object of knowledge and 
the knower) and asamprajnata (where this knowledge is absent). 
Samprajnata-samadhi has many divisions such as savitarka (argument) 
and savicarana (philosophical research). But asamprajnata-samadhi is 
of one type only. In the state of asamprajnata-samadhi, one attains 
eternal bliss, which is devoid of any contact of the senses with their 
sense objects through the intelligence, which has become qualified 
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to experience the bliss of the true self. The mind of the yogi does 
not deviate from this state of realizing eternal bliss within the self. 
Without attaining this state, the jlva can never achieve eternal 
auspiciousness merely by the practice of astahga-yoga. This is because 
if the yogi is deprived of this blissful state, then the secondary results 
of this practice in the form of mystic powers and so on attract his 
mind, and he will deviate from his topmost objective: the blissful 
state of samadhi. Due to such obstacles, one fears many inauspicious 
occurrences in the practice of this astahga-yoga, such as degradation 
and deviation. In bhakti-yoga, however, there is no such danger. This 
will be explained later on. 

“The yogi does not consider any other bliss to be superior to the 
bliss achieved in samadhi. In other words, while maintaining his life, 
he experiences temporary happiness through the senses’ contact with 
their sense objects, but he considers this to be completely insignificant. 
Even at the time of death, while tolerating the extreme pain of an 
accident or bodily miseries, he enjoys the bliss of samadhi, which is 
the only object of his search. Being unmoved by all these pains, he 
still does not give up his supremely blissful state. He understands that 
these miseries will not stay for long; they will disappear soon enough. 
If there is a delay or any obstacle in achieving the result of yoga, 
he does not become frustrated and give up his practice. With great 
endeavour, he continues his yoga practice until he attains the result. 

“The first duty of one on the path of yoga is to follow yama, niyama, 
asana, pranayama and so on and to completely abandon desires that 
are born from an attraction to attaining mystic siddhis. In addition, 
with the help of the purified mind, the yogi should control his senses. 
He should gradually learn renunciation with intelligence acquired 
from following the limb of yoga called dharana (concentration of 
the mind). This renunciation is called pratyahara (withdrawal of 
the senses from the sense objects). He should achieve atma-samadhi 
(fixed concentration on the self) by completely controlling his mind 
through the processes of dhyana, dharana and pratyahara. In the final 
state, his mind should be devoid of any mundane thoughts, and while 
wondering how to maintain his body, he should not become attached 
to it. This is the ultimate duty of the yogi.” 
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Verse 26 

' J Tcft ft^cRdfcT HH^o^r)HR«RTTI 
cl cl ■Klcll ^FT^cT^Icq^r oRT ^FtcNR^II 

yato yato niscalati manas cancalam asthiram 
tatas tato niyamyaitad atmany eva vasarh nayet 

yatah yatah - to whichever; niscalati - wanders (to the objects of sense 
enjoyment); manah - mind; cancalam - the restless; asthiram - unsteady; 
tatah tatah - from that; niyamya - regulating; etat - this; atmani - within 
the soul; eva - certainly; vasam - controlled (mind); nayet - one should lead. 

From whichever direction the restless and unsteady mind wanders 
to its various sense objects, it should be restrained and brought 
back firmly within the self alone. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: If, due to bad past impressions accumulated from 
previous births, the mind of the yogi becomes unsteady by contact 
with the material mode of passion, or rajo-guna, then he should again 
practise yoga. Sri Bhagavan is explaining this by speaking the verse 
beginning with the words yato yatah. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: When the mind of the prac¬ 
titioner becomes restless and wanders toward sense objects, he should 
immediately restrain it and fix it in the self alone. 

Verse 27 

y^TFcFFRT ^sPJtFFT I 

3^cT wcTVdFr wr^cFq^vq^rq II ^3II 

prasanta-manasam hy enam yoginam sukham uttamam 
upaiti santa-rajasam brahma-bhutam akalmasam 

prasanta-manasam - great peace of mind; hi - certainly; enamyoginam - that 
yogi; sukham - bliss (in the form of self-realization); uttamam - 
supreme; upaiti - he achieves; santa-rajasam - devoid of the material 
mode of passion; brahma-bhutam - realization of brahma', akalmasam - 
free from attachment and aversion. 
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Such a peaceful yogi, who sees everything in connection with 
the Supreme and who is free from dualities such as attachment, 
aversion and the mode of passion, attains supreme bliss in the 
form of self-realization. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: After overcoming all impediments by practice, a 
yogi attains the bliss of samadhi as previously described. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The bliss of samadhi itself 
manifests for the yogi. 


Verse 28 

fT^T?qpi fq-JTcT^qq: I 

qtswvHci n ^ n 

yunjann evam sadatmanam yogi vigata-kalmasah 
sukhena brahma-samsparsam atyantam sukham asnute 

yunjan - continuously engaging in yoga with realization; evam - thus; 
sada - always; atmanam - the mind; yogi - the transcendentalist; vigata- 
kalmasah - being freed from sins; sukhena - easily; brahma-samsparsam - 
in the form of full realization of brahma ; atyantam - supreme; sukham - 
bliss; asnute - attains. 

In this way, by continuous practice, a sinless yogi gradually 
makes the self steady in yoga and easily attains supreme bliss in 
the form of brahma realization, becoming liberated from material 
existence even while in the present body. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: At that time, such yogis become perfect. The 
words sukham asnute mean that they become liberated in this life (jlvan- 
mukta). 


Verse 29 

TrqqfTPTqTrTTTH qTrqfa I 

qfrFTrbTrqT Tfcfr TmV?R: || ^ || 
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sarva-bhuta-stham atmanam sarva-bhutani catmani 
iksate yoga-yuktatma sarvatra sama-darsanah 

sarva-bhuta - in all living beings; stham - situated; atmanam - Supersoul; 
sarva-bhutani - all living beings; ca - and; atmani - in the Supersoul; 
iksate - sees; yoga-yukta-atma - a person connected in yoga\ sarvatra - 
everywhere; sama-darsanah - equal vision. 

He who is absorbed in yoga perceives all beings with equal vision, 
sees the Self in all beings, and sees all beings situated in the Self. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In this verse beginning with the words sarva- 
bhuta-stham atmanam, Sri Bhagavan is explaining the characteristics 
of a person who has realized brahma and who has become liberated in 
this life. He directly experiences the presence of the Supersoul in all 
living entities, understanding that He is the substratum of all living 
entities. The words yoga-yuktatma refer to a person who realizes the 
Supreme Lord in all beings, both moving and non-moving, due to 
his mind being absorbed in brahma. In other words, he experiences 
brahma everywhere. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sola Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
says, “Arjuna is asking, ‘What type of bliss comes from contact 
with brahmaV Sri Bhagavan anticipates this question and explains 
briefly that the yogi who has attained samadhi behaves in two ways: 
(i) according to his bhdva (mood) and (2) according to his activity. 
His bhdva is such that he sees Paramatma in all jivas and all jivas in 
Paramatma. His activities reflect such equal vision everywhere. In the 
next two verses, this bhdva is explained, and in the verse after that, 
those actions are explained.” 


Verse 30 

HI WlftT Tfcfr ^ xT WlfcT I 

cT^TT W H gorj^q-lfq TT ^ ^ H II301| 

yo mam pasyati sarvatra sarvam ca mayi pasyati 
tasyaham na pranasyami sa ca me na pranasyati 
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yah - who; mam - Me; pasyati - sees; sarvatra - everywhere (in all living 
entities); sarvam - everything; ca - and; mayi - in Me; pasyati - sees; 
tasya - for him; aham -1; na pranasyami - am never out of his sight; sah - 
he; ca - and; me - to Me; na pranasyati - he is never out of My sight. 

For a person who sees Me in all beings and sees all beings in Me, 
I am never out of his vision and he is never out Mine. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In this verse beginning with the words yo mam, 
Sri Bhagavan is explaining the result of the yogi’s direct experience. 
“For him, I, brahma, am never out of sight, because for such a yogi, 
direct experience of Me becomes eternal. The yogi who worships Me 
never falls down.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sri Bhagavan is never out 
of sight for sadhakas who have direct experience of Him, and such 
sadhakas are also never out of His vision. Due to their constant 
connection with each other, the worshipper never falls. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “I indeed belong 
to those who see Me everywhere and who see all entities in Me. When 
My devotee surpasses the stage of santa-rati (neutral attachment), a 
special type of loving relationship arises between us, in which we both 
feel, ‘I am his and he is Mine.’ After this relationship has developed, 
I never bestow upon him the complete destruction of dry impersonal 
liberation. He can no longer become lost because he has become My 
servant and has attained the eternal function of his self.” 

Verse 31 

^ tTT ^Tr^fwoFTfftsicT: I 
^rfaFTtsfa TT cldc] IIII 

sarva-bhuta-sthitam yo mam bhajaty ekatvam asthitah 
sarvatha vartamano ’pi sa yogi mayi vartate 

sarva-bhuta-sthitam - as I am situated in all beings; yah - who; mam - Me; 
bhajati - worships; ekatvam - [of the intelligence] in unity; asthitah - taking 
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shelter; sarvatha - in all circumstances; vartamanah - remains; api - even; 
sah - that; yogi - transcendentalist; mayi - in Me; vartate - remains. 

That yogi who worships Me, in whom all beings take shelter, 
with non-dual intelligence - being free from the comprehension 
of dualities, both during the stage of practice ( sadhana) and the 
stage of perfection ( siddha) - dwells exclusively in Me in all 
circumstances. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Even before he has directly realized Me, the yogi 
who worships Me as the all-pervading Supersoul is not compelled to 
follow all the rules and regulations of sadhana. Paramatma is the cause 
of everything and is the Supreme Absolute Reality without a second. 
He who takes shelter of this realization and engages in bhajana of Me by 
hearing about Me, remembering Me and so on is certainly situated in Me 
in all respects and under all conditions. He is not in the material world, 
whether he performs action as prescribed in the scriptures or not. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The various living entities 
have different types of bodies, which are classified as moving and non¬ 
moving. The living entities within these bodies are also individual. 
Consequently, there are unlimited living entities. In Svetasvatara 
Upanisad (5.9) it is said: 

balagra-sata-bhagasya satadha kalpitasya ca 
bhagojlvah sa vijneyah sa canantyaya kalpate 

Although the living entity is situated in the inert body, he is a 
subtle and non-material reality. One may divide the tip of a hair 
into one hundred parts and further divide one of those parts into 
another hundred, yet the living entity is even smaller and more 
subtle than that. 

The jlva, being extremely subtle, is a non-material entity and is 
capable of acquiring the nature of anantya. Anta means ‘death’, and 
freedom from death is called anantya, or ‘the state of liberation’. 
Paramatma, although one, dwells within the hearts of the unlimited 
jlvas as a witness. This is also stated in the Srnrtis: 
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eka eva paro visnuh sarva-vyapl na samsayah 
aisvaryad rupam ekam ca surya-vat bahudheyate 

The all-pervading Sri Visnu is one, and by the influence of His 
opulence ( aisvarya ) He appears in various forms, just as the one 
sun appears to be in many places at the same time. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura says, “During the yogi’s stage of practice, 
it is recommended that he meditate on the four-handed form of Sri 
Visnu (Isvara). This meditation culminates in realization of My sac-cid- 
ananda form of Syamasundara in a state of uninterrupted trance. One 
becomes free from the misconception of perceived dualities between 
Me and the Paramatma, and the yogi becomes intently focused upon 
Me (Syamasundara) in the perfected stage. The yogis who worship 
Me, who am all-pervading, perform bhakti to Me by the processes of 
hearing (sravana) and chanting ( klrtana ). They always dwell in Me 
even when performing prescribed duties in the stage of karma, in 
performing jnana in the period of deliberation ( jnana ) and in samadhi 
in the period of yoga.” This means they attain the liberation of always 
being situated near Krsna ( samlpya-moksa ). Sri Narada-pancaratra, 
which gives instructions on yoga, states: 

dik-kalady-anavacchinne krsne ceto vidhaya ca 
tan-mayo bhavati ksipram jlvo brahmani yojayet 

When the living entity fixes his mind on the form of Sri Krsna, 
who is beyond the bounds of material time and space, and 
becomes absorbed in Him, he experiences the ecstatic bliss of 
transcendental association with Him. 

“Therefore, devotion to Sri Krsna ( krsna-bhakti ) is certainly the 
supreme state of yoga-samadhi.” 

Verse 32 

3TTc-HPTKR TP# 3FFT WITH I 

HT HT TT Hfnt HcT: II ^ II 

atmaupamyena sarvatra samam pasyati yo ’rjuna 
sukharh vd yadi vd duhkham sa yogi paramo matah 
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atma-upamyena - similar to himself; sarvatra - in all beings; samam - 
equally; pasyati - sees; yah - who; arjuna - O Arjuna; sukham - in happiness; 
\a - or; yadi va - whether; duhkham - in distress; sah - that; yogi - yogi, or 
transcendentalist; paramah - the best; matah - is considered (by Me). 

O Arjuna, he who, through self-realization, sees all living entities 
to be like himself and who considers their pleasure and pain to be 
his own is the best yogi. That is My opinion. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: It has been said that in the stage of practice, yogis 
are equally disposed towards all beings. Here, this verse beginning 
with atmaupamyena specifically describes the primary characteristic 
of their equanimity. Those equipoised yogis appreciate that just as 
they themselves like happiness and dislike pain, others similarly 
experience happiness and pain. They therefore see everything equally 
and are the ever well-wishers of everyone. “Such yogis are the topmost. 
This is My opinion.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Even during the stage of 
practice, yogis are endowed with equanimity. Srila Bhaktivinoda 
Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “I am explaining how a yogi behaves. 
Please listen. Only he who has equal vision towards everyone is 
considered the topmost yogi. The word sama-drsti (equal vision) 
means that in his dealings with others, the yogi sees all living entities 
to be like him and considers the happiness and pain of other living 
entities as his own. Therefore, he is always the well-wisher of all living 
entities, and he acts accordingly for their eternal benefit. This is called 
sama-darsana.” 

Verse 33 

^TtS^r 'TfhTcSPTT -glrh: TTP^H I 

arjuna uvaca - 

yo ’yam yogas tvaya proktah samyena madhusiidana 
etasyaham na pasyami cancalatvat sthitim sthiram 
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arjuna uvaca - Arjuna said; yah - which; ayam yogah - this process of 
yoga; tvaya - by You; proktah - was spoken; samyena - by (seeing) equally 
(in all circumstances); madhusudana - O Madhusudana; etasya - of that 
(process); aham - I; na pasyami - am unable to understand; cancalatvat - 
on account of the flickering nature (of the mind); sthitim - situation; 
sthiram - clear. 

Arjuna said: O Madhusudana, in the yoga You have just described, 
which is based on equanimity towards everyone, everywhere, 
I cannot see any way to steady the mind due to its restless nature. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Thinking that the equipoised symptoms de¬ 
scribed by Sri Bhagavan are difficult to attain, Arjuna speaks this 
verse beginning with the words yo ’yam. “This yoga depends on being 
equipoised in all situations, and I do not see how one can achieve 
success in it, because its practice cannot always be maintained. The 
nature of the mind is to flicker, so one can only practise thisyoga for two 
or three days. Additionally, You have explained equanimity by saying 
that one should see the happiness and misery of all people in the world 
as one’s own. This vision may be possible toward those who are one’s 
relatives or those who are neutral, but such an attitude is impossible to 
maintain towards one’s enemies or those who are envious and critical. 
It is impossible for me to see with completely equal vision the happiness 
and pain of me, Yudhisthira and Duryodhana. Although by proper 
deliberation, one can have equal vision of the jivatma, Paramatma, 
one’s life-air and senses, one’s enemies and all embodied jlvas, this 
vision is difficult to maintain for more than two or three days, because 
the very powerful and flickering mind cannot be restrained merely 
by discrimination. Rather, it is seen that a mind that is attached to 
sense enjoyment will ultimately overpower one’s discrimination.” 

Verse 34 

% TFT: ffSTT 

rTRTll l RW TFT ^rTTTC^ ^*,<^113*11 

cancalam hi manah krsna pramathi balavad drdham 
tasyaham nigraham manye vayor iva suduskaram 
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cancalam - restless; hi - because; manah - the mind; krsna - O Krsna; 
pramathi - agitating (the intelligence, body and senses); balavat - powerful; 
drdham - obstinate; tasya - of it; aham - I; nigraham - subjugation; 
manye - think; vayoh - of the wind; iva - like; suduskaram - very hard to do. 

O Krsna, because the mind is by nature restless, powerful, 
obstinate and capable of completely overpowering the intelligence, 
body and senses, it seems as difficult to control as the wind. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In the Katha Upanisad (1.3.3), his said, “ atmanam 
rathinam viddhi sariram ratham eva ca - know the soul to be the 
passenger and the body to be the chariot.” 

It is said in the Srutis that learned persons compare the body to 
a chariot, the senses to furious horses, the mind to the controller of 
the senses (the reins), the sense objects (sound, form, taste, touch 
and smell) to the pathways, and the intelligence to the driver. It is 
understood from this statement that the intelligence controls the 
mind, but Arjuna refutes this by saying that the powerful mind can 
even overpower the intelligence. One may question how that can be. 
He replies, “Just as a powerful disease may not be affected by the 
medicine that has the potency to cure it, similarly the mind, which is 
very powerful by nature, does not always accept intelligence endowed 
with discrimination.” Moreover, he says that the mind is very 
obstinate. Just as a small needle cannot possibly pierce iron, similarly, 
it is not possible for even subtle intelligence to pierce the mind. The 
mind is like the wind. Just as it is difficult to control the mighty wind 
blowing in the sky, it is difficult to control the mind by the process of 
astahga-yoga, through breath restraint. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: A story from the Eleventh 
Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam illustrates how the process of serving 
Bhagavan can simply and naturally control the most powerful and 
flickering mind. 

Once there was a wealthy brahmana who lived with his son and 
family members in the land of Avanti. Although he was rich, he was 
extremely miserly, and he would not spend even a penny for the 
pleasure of his family or community; rather, he was always engaged in 
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accumulating wealth. When his children grew up, they became very 
perturbed by his behaviour, and his neighbours, family members and 
others in the community also became opposed to him. Because he did 
not pay his taxes, even the royal servants opposed him. One day, due 
to ill fortune, his house burned down, and his family and community 
members rejected him. 

However, due to some good impressions from previous births 
and the influence of the association of saintly persons, he accepted 
the dress of one in the renounced order, a tridandi-sannyasi. On the 
instruction of his bona fide spiritual master, he engaged in devotion 
to the Supreme Lord and began to see with equal vision friends and 
enemies, happiness and misery, good and bad, and himself and 
others. He remained satisfied even when the people from his own 
village mistreated him while he was begging. They would call him 
an impostor and a cheater, and they would throw stool and urine into 
his begging bowl instead of foodstuffs. Yet with an undisturbed mind, 
he always meditated on Bhagavan, and finally he attained eternal 
service to Bhagavan Mukunda. 

Verse 35 



3T«TT#H r[ cbl-clh ^TF^T 
srl bhagavan uvaca - 

asamsayam mahd-bdho mano durnigraham calam 
abhyasena tu kaunteya vairagyena ca grhyate 

srl bhagavan uvaca - the all-opulent Lord said; asamsayam - without 
doubt; mahd-bdho - O mighty-armed Arjuna; manah - the mind; 
durnigraham - is hard to control; calam - unsteady; abhyasena - by 
practice; tu - but; kaunteya - O son of KuntI; vairagyena - by renunciation; 
ca - and; grhyate - it can be controlled. 

SrT Bhagavan said; O mighty-armed son of Kunti, undoubtedly 
the mind is restless and most difficult to control, but by constant 
practice and renunciation, it can be checked. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: By speaking this verse beginning with the word 
asamsayam, Sri Bhagavan accepts Arjuna’s statement and allays his 
doubt. “What you have said is true. Still, even a chronic disease can 
certainly be cured if one regularly takes medicine according to the 
prescription of an expert physician, even though the cure may take 
some time. In the same way, the uncontrollable mind can be subdued 
by the regular practice of yoga in accordance with the instructions of 
a bona fide guru, by constantly cultivating meditation on Paramesvara 
(Shy ana-yoga ) and by renunciation.” 

This is also stated in Patahjala-sutra (12): “abhyasa-vairagyabhyam 
tan-nirodhah - by constant practice and true renunciation the 
tendencies of the mind and heart ( citta ) can be controlled.” 

“O Maha-baho (mighty-armed one), you have not only defeated 
many great heroes in battle, but you have also pleased Lord Siva, who 
carries the trident. But what is the use of all this? O crest jewel of all 
great heroes, your name, Maha-bahuh, will only be appropriate if you 
can conquer the greatest hero, the mind, with the weapon of yoga. 
O son of Kunti, have no fear in this regard. You are the son of My 
father’s sister, and therefore, it is My duty to help you.” 

Verse 3 6 

3TTRTcTRTFTr #rff ffcT ^ I 

cT^TTTCRT cj ^TcTcTT II ^ II 

asarhyatatmana yogo dusprapa iti me matih 
vasyatmana tu yatata sakyo ’vaptum upayatah 

asamyata-atmana - by one whose mind is uncontrolled; yogah - 
connection with the Supreme Lord; dusprapah - is difficult to achieve; 
iti - that; me - My; matih - opinion; vasya-atmana - by one whose mind is 
disciplined; tu - however; yatata - and who strives; sahyah - achievable; 
avaptum - to obtain; upayatah - the (above-mentioned) means. 

It is very difficult for one whose mind is not controlled to achieve 
self-realization through this yoga system. However, a person who 
has brought his mind under control and who strives by the proper 
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means of constant practice and renunciation can attain perfection 
in yoga. This is My opinion. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Now Sri Bhagavan is giving instruction on the 
subject of yoga. One who has not controlled his mind by constant 
practice (abhyasa) and renunciation ( vairagya) does not become 
perfect in yoga. However, if one regulates his mind by practice and 
renunciation and constantly engages in sadhana over a prolonged 
period of time, he can attain yoga or samadhi, which is characterized 
by a controlled mind. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
quotes Krsna as saying, “One who does not endeavour to control his 
mind by renunciation ( vairagya) and constant practice ( abhyasa) can 
never become perfect in the previously mentioned system of yoga. 
However, he who endeavours to control the mind by adopting the 
proper means can definitely attain perfection in yoga. When I say, ‘by 
the proper means’, I imply that he who tries to concentrate his mind 
by performing niskama-karma-yoga and who practises meditating on 
Me, which is a limb of this yoga system, simultaneously accepting with 
detachment the sense objects required for his maintenance, gradually 
attains perfection in yoga." 


Verse 37 

-3cirqr— 

3wfcT: ^cs[4iQd) 'MlJII-cclRddHH'H: I 

33wzr ^ffnrffrrfe ^rr ttRt n ^ n 

arjuna uvaca - 

ayatih sraddhayopeto yogac calita-manasah 
aprupyu yoga-samsiddhim karri gatim krsna gacchati 

arjuna uvaca - Arjuna said; ayatih - a person with an uncontrolled 
mind; sraddhaya - with faith; upetah - engaged (in yoga); yogat - from 
the practice of yoga; calita-manasah - upon the mind becoming deviated; 
aprapya - without attaining; yoga-samsiddhim - complete perfection in 
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yoga; kam - to which?; gatim - destination; krsna - O Krsna; gacchati - 
does he go. 

Arjuna asked: O Krsna, what is the destination of one who begins 
the yoga process with faith but later, due to an uncontrolled 
mind, falls from the path of yoga practice and thus fails to attain 
perfection? 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna raises the question, “You said that through 
disciplined practice and renunciation, those who are persistent attain 
perfection in yoga, but what is the destination of one in whom these 
three things - namely discipline, renunciation and perseverance - are 
absent?” 

He who is faithful because of theistic intelligence based on yoga 
scriptures practises yoga without hypocrisy. However, due to a lack of 
proper practice and detachment, his mind may deviate from yoga and 
become absorbed in sense objects. He does not fully perfect his yoga, 
but he does make some progress. What is the destination of such a 
yogi, who has gone beyond the stage of desiring to practise yoga ( yoga- 
aruruksu) and has situated himself on the first step of yoga ? 

Verse 38 

HWH I 

3iyir|kdl TcFPST ^T^T: ^#111^11 

kaccin nobhaya-vibhrastas chinnabhram iva nasyati 
apratistho maha-bdho vimudho brahmanah pathi 

kaccit - whether?; na ubhaya-vibhrastah - unsuccessful in both ( karma 
and yoga); chinna-abhram - a riven cloud; iva - like; nasyati - he perishes; 
apratisthah - without shelter; maha-baho - O mighty-armed Krsna; 
vimudhah - utterly baffled; brahmanah - of spiritual realization; pathi - 
on the path. 

O mighty-armed Krsna, if a person falls from the processes of 
both karma and yoga and becomes deviated from the path of 
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attaining spiritual realization, does he not perish like a riven 
cloud, with no shelter anywhere? 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna is raising a question: “What happens 
to a person who has deviated from the paths of karma and yoga ?” 
In other words, “What happens to a person who has given up the 
path of karma and has also not attained perfection in the path of 
yoga ? Does that yogi not face the same fate as a riven cloud, which 
has separated from a cloud mass and which dissolves into thin air, 
because it remains separate from other clouds? When a yogi begins 
the path of yoga, he has the desire to give up sense enjoyment, but at 
the same time, because his detachment is not complete, the desire to 
enjoy his senses remains within him. This is a very difficult situation. 
Since he has abandoned the path of karma, which is the means to 
enter the heavenly planets, the next world is lost, and by not attaining 
perfection in yoga, which is the means for liberation, he also fails to 
achieve that. From this it appears that he has lost both worlds. That 
is why I am asking You whether a person who has deviated from the 
practice of attaining spiritual realization becomes bereft of all shelter. 
Is he lost or not?” 


Verse 39 

TTcFnr TTFFT fTOTT I 

Wr^TTFFT #tTT H IIII 

etan me samsayam krsna chettum arhasy asesatah 
tvad-anyah samsayasyasya chetta na hy upapadyate 

etat - this; me samsayam - my doubt; krsna - O Krsna; chettum - to dispel; 
arhasi - You are able; asesatah - completely; tvat-anyah - other than 
Yourself; samsayasya asya - of this doubt; chetta - a remover; na - not; 
hi - certainly; upapadyate - to be found. 

O Krsna, this is my doubt and You are most capable of dispelling 
it completely. Other than You, no one else can possibly remove 
this doubt. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In this verse, Arjuna says, 
“O Krsna, You are the Supreme Controller of all controllers, the 
Supreme Cause of all causes, and You are omniscient. No demigod or 
saint is omniscient and all-powerful like You. Therefore, other than 
You, there is nobody who can dispel my doubt.” 

Verse 40 



TTTsf 4% fsRrYRYTTq I 

% +^|U|^^hRfxj^nd cTTcf Trs&m IIXOII 

sri bhagavan uvaca - 

partha naiveha namutra vinasas tasya vidyate 
na hi kalyunu-krt kascid durgatim tata gacchati 

sri bhagavan uvaca - the all-opulent Personality of Godhead said; 
partha - O son of Prtha (Arjuna); na - neither; eva - certainly; iha - 
in this world; na - nor; amutra - in the next; vinasah - destruction; 
tasya - for that person; vidyate - there is; na - not; hi - because; halyana- 
hrt - one who performs auspicious acts; hascit - someone; durgatim - to 
an unfavourable destination; tata - dear one, son; gacchati - goes. 

Sri Bhagavan said; O Partha, such an unsuccessful yogi does not 
perish either in this world or the next because, My dear friend, 
a person who is engaged in auspicious acts never attains an 
unfavourable destination. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: In this world as well as in the next, such an 
unsuccessful yogi engages in yoga, which leads to auspiciousness. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In this verse, by addressing 
Arjuna as Partha, Sri Bhagavan is instructing him in a very loving 
manner, considering him very dear. By using the word tata, which 
literally means ‘son’, He demonstrates His affection for Arjuna. A 
father expands himself in the form of his son, and therefore the son 
is called tat. When the suffix ana is applied to the original word tat, it 
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becomes tata. Sri gurudeva also affectionately calls his disciple, who 
is like his son, tata. Here, Sri Bhagavan says that those who engage in 
yoga with faith never arrive at a degraded destination. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “O Partha, 
one who engages in the practice of yoga never meets destruction, 
either now or in the future. The performer of that yoga, which leads 
to eternal good, can never be subject to an evil fate. Basically, all of 
humanity is divided into two categories: righteous (regulated) and 
unrighteous (unregulated). The behaviour of unregulated people is 
always like that of animals, whether they are cultured or uncultured, 
dull or intelligent, weak or strong. There is no possibility of any good 
coming from their activities. 

“The righteous (regulated) can be divided into three categories: 
karmljnanl and bhakta. Karmls are further divided into two divisions: 
sakama-karml and niskama-karml. The sakama-karmls hanker for 
petty kinds of happiness, or temporary pleasures. Although they 
attain heavenly planets and worldly progress, all their pleasure is 
temporary. Therefore, that which is called kalyana (auspiciousness for 
the jlvas) is unknown to them. The state of auspiciousness for the jlvas 
is to become free from the grip of worldliness and to attain eternal 
bliss. Therefore, any process that does not lead to this eternal bliss is 
futile. Only when the purpose of achieving this eternal happiness is 
combined with karma-kanda activities can such activities be called 
karma-yoga. First, the heart is purified by such karma-yoga, and then 
one attains jnana. After that, one engages in dhyana-yoga (meditation) 
and then finally the zenith of all processes, the path of bhakti-yoga, 
is attained. Otherwise, the purport of ‘yoga’ is ‘among such yogis, 
those who worship Me with bhakti are My devotees and are the best 
of sadhakas.’ 

“However, no matter how much austerity one may perform, one’s 
goal is only sense pleasure and nothing else. The demons, after 
achieving the results of their austerities, simply enjoy their senses. 
On the other hand, when that person performs his prescribed duties 
beyond the boundaries of the desire for sense enjoyment, he enters 
niskama-karma-yoga, which aims at the eternal good of the jlva. A 
dhyana-yogl or a jnana-yogl who is firmly situated on the path of 
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niskama-karma-yoga , or worshipping Bhagavan by selflessly offering 
Him the fruits of his work, often naturally performs actions for the 
eternal good of all beings. 

“In every respect an astahga-yogi surpasses whatever results a jlva 
attains by performing his prescribed duty with a desire for the fruits.” 

Verse 41 

¥RT WToFcTT TTRcfrft: TTHT: I 

jqxfai sftqHT Ttt ll^ll 

prapya punya-krtam lokan usitva sasvatlh samah 
sucinam srimatam gehe yoga-bhrasto ’bhijayate 

prapya - having attained; punya-krtam - of the pious; lokan - the 
planets; usitva - after dwelling; sasvatlh - for a very long time; samah - 
years; sucinam - of the pure ( brahmanas ); srimatam - of the wealthy; 
gehe - in the home; yoga-bhrastah - one deviated from the path of yoga; 
abhijayate - he takes birth. 

A person who deviates from the path of yoga after practising it 
for only a short time attains the planets of the pious, and after 
enjoying there for many years, he takes birth in a virtuous and 
wealthy family. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: What is the destination of persons who deviate 
from the path of yoga ? In answer to this, Sri Bhagavan says that they 
reside on the planets that are attained by pious persons who perform 
yajhas such as the asvamedha-yajha. Since both enjoyment and 
liberation are the results of yoga, the yogis who have not yet matured 
in their practice and who have fallen because of a desire to enjoy 
only attain enjoyment. On the other hand, since it is impossible for 
matured yogis to desire enjoyment, they certainly attain liberation. If, 
by the will of providence, a mature yogi does develop a desire to enjoy, 
he also can attain enjoyment like Kardama and Saubhari Rsis. 

The word suci means ‘those who are of good character and conduct’, 
and srl means ‘wealthy business people or royalty’. A fallen yogi takes 
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birth only in the houses of such families after residing in the heavenly 
realm (Svarga) and other higher planets. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The yogis who have fallen 
from the path of astanga-yoga can be divided into two categories. In 
the first category are those who have fallen after following the process 
of yoga for a short time. According to the verse nehabhikrama-naso ’sti 
(Gita 2.40), such yogis do not attain lower destinations; rather, they 
enjoy happiness on the higher planets attained by pious persons who 
perform yajnas such as the asvamedha-yajna. They then take birth in 
the homes of qualified brahmanas or rich men who are engaged in 
religious activities. Both of these situations are favourable for their 
continued practice of yoga. 

In the second category are those who have practised yoga for a long 
time and whose practice has almost matured. By the will of providence, 
however, they have developed a desire to enjoy sense gratification in 
this life. In their next life some of them achieve their desired enjoyment 
and finally, becoming indifferent to that, they complete the process 
of yoga. Examples of this are Kardama Rsi ( Srlmad-Bhagavatam 3.23) 
and Saubhari Rsi. 

Kardama Rsi was a yogi of high calibre. On the order and inspiration 
of his father Brahma, he unwillingly married Devahuti and enjoyed 
conjugal pleasure superior to that of the Prajapatis, the progenitors of 
all living entities. Kapiladeva, an incarnation of Bhagavan, appeared as 
Kardama Rsi’s son. After renouncing all material enjoyment and sense 
pleasure, Kardama Rsi again engaged in the worship of Bhagavan. 
The life history of Saubhari Rsi has been related in the Sarartha-varsinl 
Prakasika-vrtti of the Bhagavad-glta (2.65). 

Verse 42 

3T8^t 'MlPlHI^cl cfj^- sfrqcTFTJ 

athava yoginam eva kule bhavati dhimatam 
etad dhi durlabhataram loke janma yad Idrsam 
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athava - or else; yoginam - transcendentalists; eva - certainly; kule - in 
a family; bhavati - he becomes (takes birth); dhlmatam - of wise; etat - 
this; hi - certainly; durlabhataram - is very difficult to obtain; lobe - in 
this world; janma - birth; yat - which; idrsam - like this. 

A person who deviates after practising yoga for a long time 
takes his birth in the home of yogis who are endowed with great 
wisdom. Such a birth is undoubtedly very rare in this world. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan has explained the destination of 
a yogi who falls after practising for a short while. Now, in this verse 
beginning with athava. He explains the destination of a yogi who falls 
after practising for a long time. Yogis such as Nimi Maharaja are in 
this category. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Some yogis from the second 
category who deviate from their practice take birth in a dynasty of 
yogis who are steadfast in tattva-jnana. They then complete their 
progress on the path of yoga. Such a birth is certainly very rare. Nimi 
Maharaja is given as an example of such a yogi ( Srimad-Bhagavatam 
9.13.1-10). 


Verse 43 

cT5f rf 

ReRt xT cTcft Wl: n'KWl ^^FSFTII^II 

tatra tam buddhi-samyogam labhate puurva-daihikam 
yatate ca tato bhiiyah samsiddhau kuru-nandana 

tatra - then; tam - that; buddhi-samyogam - connection through his 
intelligence (awarded by Paramatma); labhate - he obtains; paurva- 
daihikam - of his previous life; yatate - he endeavours; ca - and; tatah - 
then; bhiiyah - further; samsiddhau - for the attainment of complete 
perfection; kuru-nandana - O descendant of Kuru Maharaja. 

O son of the Kurus, that unsuccessful yogi, through his 
connection with the Supersoul, regains the divine consciousness 
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of his previous birth, and thereafter he again endeavours to attain 
complete perfection in yoga. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In both types of birth, the fallen yogis attain 
the divine intellect of their previous birth. That intellect is fixed 
in Paramatma. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In both of these births, due 
to impressions on the mind resulting from yoga practice in their 
previous birth, the fallen yogi attains intelligence which is fixed in 
religious principles and also knowledge related to Paramatma. After 
attaining purity of heart in a natural way, he seriously begins to 
endeavour for perfection in yoga, like one who has awoken from sleep. 
Now he cannot be checked by any obstacle. That is why such a yogi 
neither attains a degraded destination nor becomes lost. 

Verse 44 

T Tcrf^lPlH rl^cl TT: I 

'TFPF1 ^K< 5 l?illfd<=lrici lIXtfll 

purvdbhydsena tenaiva hriyate hy avaso ’pi sah 
jijnasur api yogasya sabda-brahmdtivartate 

purva - of his previous life; abhyasena - due to the practice; tena - by 
that; eva - certainly; hriyate - is attracted; hi - indeed; avasah api - even 
though some obstacle is present; sah - he;jijnasuh - an inquisitive person; 
api - even though just; yogasya - concerning the practice of yoga; sabda- 
brahma - the fruitive portions of Vedic study; ativartate - he transcends. 

By virtue of his previous practice, despite the presence of various 
impediments, he becomes forcefully attracted to the path of 
liberation. And even after a little enquiry about the practice of 
yoga, he surpasses the path of fruitive action ( sakama-karma ) 
described in the Vedas. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: The word hriyate means ‘attracted’. Being 
attracted to yoga he becomes inquisitive. He then surpasses the path 
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of sakama-karma, which is described in the Vedas, while remaining 
situated on the path of yoga. 


Verse 45 

^nfcT w ^nivT^T II XU, || 

prayatnad yatmanas tu yogi samsuddha-kilbisah 
aneka-janma-sarhsiddhas tato yati pararh gatim 

prayatnat - with great effort; yatmanah - endeavouring; tu - however; 
yogi - that yogi, or transcendentalist; samsuddha-kilbisah - freed from all 
sins; aneka-janma - after many births; samsiddhah - becomes completely 
perfect; tatah - then; yati - enters; pardm gatim - the supreme destination. 

However, that yogi who endeavours with great effort becomes freed 
from all sins after many births and ultimately becomes perfect. 
Thus he attains the supreme destination. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: According to the Gita (6.37), one falls from the 
path of yoga because he is negligent in his endeavour. Such a fallen 
yogi attains the path of yoga in his next life, but he does not attain 
perfection. He will attain perfection in as many lives as it takes him 
to mature. He who never weakens in his endeavour does not fall from 
the path. Rather, after many births, he becomes mature in yoga and 
attains perfection. Kardama Muni has also said: 

drastum yatante yatayah sunyagaresu yat-padam 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (3.24.28) 

Even the renounced sages who in a solitary place endeavour to 
have darsana of the lotus feet of Sri Krsna cannot attain perfection 
in one lifetime. 

It is for this reason that Bhagavan speaks this verse, prayatnad 
yatamanas tu, which means ‘endeavouring harder than before’. 
The word tu shows a difference between these persons and those 
previously mentioned, who fall from yoga. Samsuddha-kilbisah 
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indicates that even a person whose impurities have been completely 
removed cannot attain complete perfection or liberation in one life. 

Verse 46 

ctfttsM 

tapasvibhyo ’dhiko yogi jnanibhyo ’pi mato ’dhikah 
karmibhyas cadhiko yogi tasmcid yogi bhavarjuna 

tapasvibhyah - than the ascetics; adhikah - greater; yogi - the paramatma- 
yog I; jnanibhyah - than the impersonalists, or brahmavadis ; api - even; 
matah - is considered; adhikah - greater; karmibhyah - than the fruitive 
workers; ca - and; adhikah - greater; yogi - the yogi; tasmat - therefore; 
yogi - a yogi; bhava - be; arjuna - O Arjuna. 

The yogi, who worships Paramatma, is considered superior to 
the ascetic, superior to the worshipper of the impersonal aspect 
of the Supreme, and superior to the fruitive worker. Therefore, 
O Arjuna, be a yogi. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Among karma, jhana and yoga, which is 
superior?” In answer to this, Sri Bhagavan says that a jhani (one 
who worships brahma ) is superior to a tapasvi (ascetic), or one who 
is devoted to performing severe austerities such as c an dray an a-v rat a. 
And superior to a jhani is a yogi, a worshipper of Paramatma. “This is 
My opinion.” 

If a yogi is superior to a jhani, what can be said about his superiority 
to a fruitive worker ( karmi )? 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: It is a general conception 
that a fruitive worker (karmi), one who cultivates knowledge (a jhani), 
an ascetic (a tapasvi), one who follows the eightfold yoga process 
(a yogi) and devotee of the Supreme Lord (a bhakta) are all equal. In 
this present verse, Sri Bhagavan is giving His firm opinion that they 
are not equal; rather, there is a gradation of superiority. A niskama- 
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karma-yogi is superior to one who performs severe austerities to fulfil 
his material desires, and ajnani is superior to a niskama-karma-yogi. 
An astanga-yogi is superior to ajnani, and a bhakti-yogi is superior to 
all, as is described in the next verse. 

Verse 47 

4lfj|HIHfa TT^Nt I 

Hi TT ^ 'Mrbrl'HI HcT: ll^ll 

yoginam api sarvesam mad-gatenantaratmana 
sraddhavan bhajate yo mam sa me yuktatamo matah 

yoginam - of the yogis; api - however; sarvesam - amongst all; mad- 
gatena - by attaching himself to Me; antar-atmana - through his mind; 
sraddhavan - one endowed with faith; bhajate - worships; yah - who; 
mam - Me; sah- he; me- My; yuktatamah - the best yogi; matah- opinion. 

However, he who constantly performs bhajana of Me with full 
faith, his mind incessantly attached to Me, is in My opinion the 
topmost of all yogis. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Is there no one who is superior to the yogi?” 
Sri Bhagavan responds to this with, “Do not say that,” and speaks 
this verse beginning with yoginam. The word yoginam is in the sixth 
case [in Sanskrit grammar], but actually it is to be understood in 
the fifth case. In the previous verse the words tapasvibhyo jnanibhyo 
’dhikah are in the fifth case. Similarly, it should also be understood 
here to mean yogibhyah, the bhakta is even superior to the yogi. 
“My devotee is not superior to only one type of yogi, but to all types, 
whether they are situated in yogarudha, the highest platform of yoga, 
in samprajnata-samadhi (in which one is conscious of the difference 
between knowledge, the object of knowledge and the knower), or in 
asamprajhata-samadhi (in which no such difference is perceived).” 

The import of the word yoga is that it is the means to karma, jhana, 
tapa, bhakti and so on. “Among such yogis, those who worship Me with 
devotion are My devotees and are the best of all types of practitioners.” 
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One who selflessly offers the fruit of one’s work to Bhagavan 
(a karmi), one who performs severe austerities (a tapasvT) and one who 
is engaged in the cultivation of knowledge (a jnani) are also accepted 
as yogis, but one who practises the eightfold yoga process ( astahga- 
yoga ) is superior to them. “However one who engages in devotion 
to the Supreme Lord (a bhakti-yogi), who is engaged in hearing and 
chanting about Me, is topmost.” As Srimad-Bhagavatam states (6.14.5): 

muktanam api siddhanam narayana-parayanah 
sudurlabhah prasantatma kotisv api maha-mune 

O great sage, among millions of liberated and perfect souls, a 
peaceful person who is devoted to Sri Narayana is most rare. 

In the next eight chapters, bhakti-yoga, the yoga of devotion to the 
Supreme Lord, will be delineated. This verse, which is a sutra, or 
aphorism, of those chapters, is like an ornament adorning the necks of 
the devotees. The First Chapter of Bhagavad-gita, the crest jewel of all 
scriptures, gives an outline of the text. The First, Second, Third and 
Fourth Chapters explain niskama-karma. The Fifth Chapter describes 
jnana and the Sixth Chapter describes yoga. Primarily, however, these 
six chapters describe karma (prescribed duty). 

Thus ends the bhavanuvada of Srlla Visvanatha Cakravartl Thakura’s 
Sdrartha-varsim-tika (the commentary that gives pleasure 
to the devotees and is accepted by all saintly persons) 
on the Sixth Chapter of Sri mad Bhagavad-gita. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: At the end of this chapter 
Bhagavan Sri Krsna has categorically stated that a bhakti-yogi is 
superior to all other yogis. Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura gives a special 
explanation of this verse, as follows: 

Sri Krsna says “Amongst all types of yogis, one who practises bhakti- 
yoga is superior; one who performs worship of Me with faith is the best 
of yogis. Amongst righteous, regulated human beings, the niskdma- 
karmi, the jnani, the astahga-yogi and the practitioner of bhakti-yoga 
are all yogis, whereas the sakama-karmi is not. In fact, yoga is one, 
not two. Yoga is a progressive path on which there are various steps. 
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Taking shelter of this path, the jiva situates himself on the path of 
transcendental realization. 

“Worshipping Bhagavan by selflessly offering Him the results of 
one’s prescribed duty ( niskama-karma-yoga ) is the first step. When the 
cultivation of knowledge ( jnana ) and detachment ( vairagya ) are added, 
it becomes jnana-yoga, which is the second step. When meditation on 
the Supreme Lord (Isvara) is added to jnana-yoga, it becomes astahga- 
yoga, the third step. And when affection for Bhagavan is added to 
astanga-yoga, it becomes bhakti-yoga, the fourth step. All these steps 
combined constitute the one staircase called yoga. In order to clearly 
explain this yoga , all other types of yoga, which are only partial, have 
been delineated. 

“One who desires eternal auspiciousness takes exclusive shelter of 
yoga. He progresses gradually on this ladder, first becoming steady 
on the step he is on, then rising to the next step. When one stops at a 
particular step, having established himself in that type of yoga only, 
he is known by the name of that particular yoga. Thus one person is 
known as a karma-yogi, one as ajnana-yogi, one as an astahga-yogi and 
another as a bhakti-yogi. 

“Therefore, O Partha, one whose supreme objective is to perform 
bhakti to Me only is topmost among all yogis. You should become that 
type of yogi, namely, a bhakti-yogi.” 

Thus ends the Sarartha-varsini Prakasika-vrtti, 
by Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvaml Maharaja, 
on the Sixth Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-gita. 
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nana-Yoga 

Yoga Through Realization of 
Transcendental Knowledge 

Verse i 



H^lUxbUHl: | 

3TFRFT Wm TTf W W# d-^uj || ?> || 

srl bhagavan uvaca - 

mayy asakta-manah partha yogam yunjan mad-asrayah 
asamsayam samagram mam yatha jhasyasi tac chrnu 

srl bhagavan uvaca - the Supreme Lord said; mayi - to Me; asakta- 
manah - with mind attached; partha - O Arjuna, son of Prtha; yogam - 
bhakti-yoga\ yunjan - by practising; mad-asrayah - taking shelter of Me; 
asamsayam - free from doubt; samagram - completely; mam - Me; yatha - 
how; jnasyasi - you shall know; tat - that; srnu - just hear. 

Srl Bhagavan said: O Partha, now hear how you will know Me in 
full by practising bhakti-yoga with your mind attached to Me, taking 
full shelter of Me alone and being free from all doubt. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: 

kada sadananda-bhuvo mahaprabhoh 
krpamrtabdhescaran.au asrayamahe 
yatha yatha projhitamukti tatpatha 

bhaktyadhvana premasudha-mayamahe 
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When will I attain the shelter of the lotus feet of Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu, who is the shelter of eternal bliss and an ocean of 
mercy? Having given up the processes of material enjoyment and 
liberation and taking shelter of the path of bhakti, when will I 
become qualified to taste the nectar of premal 

This Seventh Chapter describes the various opulences of Sri Krsna, 
who is the supreme object of worship. It also describes the four types 
of persons who worship Him and the four types of persons who do 
not. 

The first six chapters describe the processes of jnana and yoga, both 
of which result in liberation ( moksa ) and which initially depend on 
selflessly offering the results of one’s prescribed duties to Bhagavan, 
to purify the heart. 

Now, the next set of six chapters describes various types of 
bhakti-yoga, beginning with bhakti mixed with karma, jnana and so 
on. There is also a description of destinations (types of liberations) 
attained by the practitioners of niskdma-karma-yoga and sakdma- 
karma, such as salokya - achieving the same planet as the Tord. Most 
prominently, there is a description of the process of bhakti-yoga, which 
is independent of karma, jnana, etc., and which grants that particular 
liberation in which one becomes a loving associate of Sri Krsna. As it 
is said in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.20.32): 

yat karmabhir yat tapasa jnana vairagyatas cay at 

Simply by practising bhakti-yoga, My devotee easily attains in 
full whatever auspicious results can be achieved by performing 
karma (prescribed duties), tapasya (austerities) and jnana, or by 
developing detachment and renunciation, practising yoga, giving 
in charity and performing other auspicious activities. 

Even if one does desire the destination of residing in the heavenly 
planets, achieving moksa (liberation) or attaining Vaikuntha, one can 
attain them easily by bhakti-yoga. It is clear from these statements that 
bhakti is supremely independent. Bhakti is quite capable of granting 
the fruits of those processes even if one does not separately perform 
them. Bhakti-yoga is easy to perform but difficult to attain. 
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It is said in Svetasvatara Upanisad (3.8), “tarn eva viditva atimrtyum 
eti - one can transcend death when one attains knowledge of Him 
(Paramesvara), through jfidna.” This statement may cause one to 
doubt whether one can attain liberation merely by bhakti, without 
having jfidna. In response Sri Bhagavan says, “Do not raise such 
an objection.” Tam eva, one can only transcend death by knowing 
Paramatma ( tat-padartha ), in other words, by directly realizing Him. 
One cannot attain freedom from death merely by knowing the living 
entity ( tvam-padartha ), material nature ( prakrti ) or any other entity. 
This is the import of this statement from the Svetasvatara Upanisad. 

The only way to taste sugar candy is with the tongue; it cannot 
be tasted with the eyes or ears. Similarly, bhakti is the only way to 
realize Parabrahma. Brahma, or transcendence, is beyond the material 
modes, so it is only possible to attain transcendence with the help of 
bhakti, since bhakti is also beyond the material modes. Knowledge of 
the self, which is free from identification with the body and so forth, 
is in the mode of goodness, so it cannot enable one to attain brahma. 

“Bhaktyaham ekaya grahyah - I am attained only by one-pointed 
bhakti” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.14.21). “Bhaktya mam abhijanati - 
only by bhakti can the jiva specifically know My svariipa and 
transcendental nature” (Gita 18.55). 

Sri Bhagavan says, “I will establish My personal specific nature and 
attributes by these two statements.” 

Jfidna and yoga are well known as the means to attain mukti, but 
they can only fulfil this function by the influence of guni-bhuta-bhakti, 
or bhakti mixed with the material modes of nature. When they are 
bereft of devotion, jfidna and yoga are incapable of giving that result. 

There are scriptural statements that establish that jfidna and yoga 
are ineffective without bhakti. Moreover, in the above statement from 
Svetasvatara Upanisad, the word eva, or ‘only’, has been used before the 
word viditva, or ‘knowing’. In other words, it is not a fact that liberation 
is attained by knowledge ( jfidna ) alone. This implies that it is possible 
to attain liberation, or moksa, by knowing Paramatma, and sometimes 
it is possible even without knowing Him. Liberation is attained by 
knowledge of Paramatma, which is beyond the modes and which is 
generated from bhakti, and sometimes liberation can be attained solely 
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by bhakti, even without knowledge of Paramatma. This meaning is also 
conveyed by the statement from the Upanisads previously quoted. 

A jaundiced tongue cannot taste the sweetness of sugar candy, 
but if one continues to take it, one’s disease will be cured, and the 
taste of sugar candy will be relished again. There is no doubt about 
it. In Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.47.59) Sri Uddhava says, “Nectar always 
grants immortality, even if one tastes it without knowledge.” Similarly, 
a person may be ignorant of his svarupa, but if he constantly performs 
bhajana of Sri Krsna, he is granted his desired result. It is also said of 
Sri Narayana in the Moksa-dharma , “A person who has taken shelter of 
Sri Narayana need not perform the sadhana by which one attains the 
four goals of life: dharma, artha, kdma and moksa. Indeed, he attains 
these goals, even without practising those sadhanas.” 

It is also said in Srimad-Bhagavatam (n.20.32-33), “Whatever is 
achieved by following one’s prescribed duty and performing austerities, 
My devotees attain easily by bhakti-yoga.” Moreover, it is said in Srimad- 
Bhagavatam (6.16.44), “Simply by hearing Your holy name once, even 
a low born candala (who eats the flesh of dogs) is liberated from the 
material world.” These statements establish that one can only attain 
liberation by practising bhakti. Furthermore: “Of all yogis, the best 
is he who performs bhajana with great faith in his heart” (Gita 6. 47). 
By this statement, Sri Bhagavan also indicates a special characteristic 
of His worshippers, whose minds are fixed in Him and who have faith 
in His devotees. One may raise the question, “What type of devotee is 
eligible to have both knowledge ( jnana ) and realization (vijnana) of Sri 
Bhagavan?” This verse beginning with mayy asakti and also the next 
verse, are spoken in response to this question. 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.2.42) states, “When a person takes food, 
he experiences satisfaction, nourishment and the removal of hunger, 
all at the same time. Similarly, one who performs bhajana of Sri 
Bhagavan simultaneously achieves devotion, realization of Bhagavan 
and detachment from this world.” 

“It is noteworthy that one who eats only one mouthful of food 
experiences neither satisfaction nor nourishment. Satisfaction and 
nourishment are experienced only by one who eats a full meal. In 
the same way, although one in the initial stages of bhajana has some 
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realization of Me, only one who has become situated on the platform 
of deep attachment, or asakti, and whose mind is attached to My 
Syamasundara form, which is adorned with yellow dress, realizes Me 
in reality. You can know Me only in this way. 

“Please hear how one can realize Me directly and what type of yoga 
grants this. One can become My exclusive devotee ( ananya-bhakta) 
even without the help of jhana, karma, etc., by gradually becoming 
united with Me, and eventually taking complete shelter of Me.” 

In this verse, the word asamsayam indicates a doubt about the 
possibility of attaining nirvisesa-brahma, and samagram indicates that 
the realization of that svarupa is incomplete. This will be stated later, 
in the Gita (12.5): 

kleso ’dhikataras tesam avyaktasakta-cetasam 
avyakta hi gatir duhkham dehavadbhir avapyate 

Those who fix their mind on the impersonal nirguna-brahma have 
to undergo great miseries. It may be difficult for an embodied 
living entity to attain that unmanifest nature. 

In other words, there is a doubt as to whether one can attain the 
impersonal nirvisesa-brahma-svarupa. In the present verse, however, 
Sri Bhagavan is declaring, “This doubt does not exist in regard to bhakti- 
yoga to Me, because My devotees always realize Me, Sri Krsna, who am 
parabrahma-tattva, the Supreme Absolute Truth. Moreover, brahma, 
the worshipable object of the jhanis, is only My glorious effulgence. 
In My Matsya avatara, I said to King Satyavrata, ‘By following My 
instructions, you will also come to know My glories, which are 
manifested in your heart by s abda-brahma, the sound representation 
of Parabrahma’ (Srimad-Bhagavatam 8.24.38). And in the Gita (14.27) 
I have said: ‘I am the shelter, or basis, of nirvisesa-brahma.’ Therefore, 
knowledge of My nirvisesa-svarupa is not complete. Compared to 
knowledge of My Sri Krsna Syamasundara form, it is only partial.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
quotes Krsna as saying, “O Partha, in the first six chapters, I explained 
jhana and astahga-yoga. These are paths to attain liberation, and they 
require the help of niskama-karma-yoga to purify the heart. In the 
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second set of six chapters, I am explaining bhakti-yoga. Please listen. 
With your mind steadfast in attachment to Me, having taken complete 
shelter of Me by practising bhakti-yoga, you will attain thorough 
knowledge of Me. There is no doubt about this. 

“Knowledge of nirvisesa-brahma is incomplete because it denies 
knowledge of the qualities of the personal feature of the Absolute 
(. savisesa-jnana ). One attains the featureless nirvisesa conception by 
negating material variety. My nirvisesa-brahma nature manifests as the 
object of this featureless conception, which is not beyond the modes 
of material nature. This is because it merely transcends physical and 
mental knowledge and is therefore limited to knowledge in the mode 
of goodness. Bhakti is a special function that is transcendental to the 
modes of nature. My form is also nirguna - beyond material nature - 
and can only be seen by a living entity whose eyes are nirguna, having 
been uncovered by the process of nirguna-bhakti.” 

Verse 2 

HFT TfS# TTT^TRTRc; c^RT^TcT: I 
<4^?1lro|| % ||^|| 

jnanam te ’ham sa-vijhdnam idam vaksyamy asesatah 
yaj jnatva neha bhuyo ’nyaj jhatavyam avasisyate 

jnanam - knowledge; te - to you; aham - I; sa-vijnanam - together with 
realization of that knowledge; idam - this; vaksyami - shall explain; 
asesatah - in full; yat - which; jnatva - having understood; na - nothing; 
iha - in this material world; bhuyah - further; anyat - else; jnatavyam - to 
be known; avasisyate - will remain. 

I shall speak this knowledge to you in full, which is enriched with 
realization. When you understand this, there will remain nothing 
further in this world to be known. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Before the stage of deep attachment (asakti) in 
the bhakti process, knowledge of Me is full of awe and reverence, but 
upon attaining asakti, one awakens to My sweetness (madhurya). 
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Please hear of both. Once one understands them, nothing else will 
remain to be known. Knowledge of My nirvisesa-brahma, as well as 
realization of it, is included within this.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: When one performs devo¬ 
tional service that is beyond the modes of nature, he realizes the 
complete svarupa of Svayam Bhagavan Sri Krsna, who is eternal, full 
of knowledge and bliss and who is the basis of all transcendental 
opulence ( aisvarya ) and sweetness ( madhurya ). In a state of samadhi, 
Sri Vyasa attained complete realization of Bhagavan’s svarupa, only 
through bhakti-yoga. “Apasyat purusam purnam - and thus he saw the 
complete Personality of Godhead” ( Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.7.4). It should 
be understood that both brahma-jnana and paramatma-jnana, as well 
as the sweetness of Bhagavan ( vijnana ), are realized in this vision of 
Krsna’s svarupa. Therefore, when one has attained knowledge of Sri 
Bhagavan, nothing else remains to be known. 

The synonym for nirguna-bhakti, or bhakti that is beyond the modes 
of nature, is prema-bhakti. To attain prema-bhakti, one must pass 
through nine stages: (1) sraddha - faith, (2) sadhu-sanga - association 
of exalted devotees, (3) bhajana-kriya - adoption of the processes 
of devotion, (4) anartha-nivrtti - cessation of unwanted desires, 
(5) nistha - steadiness, (6) ruci - taste, (7) asakti - deep attachment 
[these seven stages comprise sadhana-bhakti], (8) bhava - preliminary 
stage of pure love, or prema, and (9) the appearance of prema. Before 
the practising devotee achieves the stage of asakti, knowledge of 
Bhagavan is filled with an understanding of awe and reverence. But 
when that deep attachment becomes mature, he realizes Bhagavan’s 
sweetness, or madhurya, within his heart. This is called vijnana. 

Verse 3 

ilddIHfa K-kdHI dxdd: II3II 

manusyanam sahasresu kascid yatati siddhaye 
yatatam api siddhanam kascin mam vetti tattvatah 
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manusyanam - of men; sahasresu - among thousands; kascit - someone; 
yatati - endeavours; siddhaye - for perfection; yatatam - of those who 
endeavour; api - yet even; siddhanam - of those who attain perfection; 
kascit - some person; mam - Me; vetti - knows; tattvatah - (as I am) in truth. 

Among thousands of men, one may endeavour for perfection. And 
among those who attain perfection, it is rare for even one to know 
My svarupa in truth. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Even jnanis and yogis who are endowed 
with the symptoms described in the previous six chapters rarely 
attain knowledge of Me, complete with realization.” Saying this, Sri 
Bhagavan speaks about realization of Him in this verse beginning 
with manusyanam. “Among countless living entities, one achieves 
a human birth, and among thousands of humans, only one strives for 
auspiciousness. Among thousands who endeavour thus, it is rare for 
one to know Me in truth and to have direct realization of My form as 
Syamasundara who holds the flute.” 

The conclusion is that the bliss one experiences by realization of 
the transcendental form of the Lord ( savisesa-brahma ) is thousands of 
times greater than the bliss experienced by realizing His impersonal 
aspect ( nirvisesa-brahma). 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In this verse, Bhagavan is 
showing that knowledge of Sri Bhagavan is extremely rare. In Srimad- 
Bhagavatam (6.14.5), this has been described: 

muktanam api siddhanam naray ana-paray anah 
sudurlabhah prasantatma kotisv api maha-mune 

O great sage, among millions of such liberated and perfected 
persons, it is extremely rare to find a most peaceful devotee of 
Lord Narayana. More rare is one who has realized the sweetness 
of Sri Krsna. The bliss derived from tasting the sweetness of Sri 
Krsna is millions of times greater than brahmananda, the bliss of 
brahma. 

Also in the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu (1.1.25): 
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brahmanando bhaved esa cet parardha-gum-krtah 
naiti bhakti-sukhambhodheh paramanu-tulam api 

Even when the bliss of brahma is multiplied by the number of days 
in Brahma’s lifespan, it still cannot be compared to a single particle 
of the pleasure one attains in tasting the mellows of Sri Krsna’s 
sweetness. 

This is also stated in Sri Caitanya-caritamrta ( Adi-llla 7.84-85): 

krsna-visayaka prema—parama purusartha 
yarn age trna-tulya carl purusartha 

Religiosity, economic development, sense gratification and 
liberation are known as the four goals of life, but before love of 
Godhead, the fifth and highest goal, these appear as insignificant 
as straw in the street.* 

pancama purusartha — premanandamrta-sindhu 
moksadi ananda yarn nahe eka bindu 

For a devotee who has actually developed bhava, the pleasure 
derived from religiosity ( dharma ), economic development ( artha ), 
sense gratification ( kama ) and liberation ( moksa ) appears like a 
drop in the presence of the sea.* 

Verse 4 

cfTJ: ^ xT I 

IIXII 

bhumir apo ’nalo vayuh kham mano buddhir eva ca 
ahankara itlyam me bhinna prakrtir astadha 

bhumih - earth; apah - water; analah - fire; vayuh - air; kham - ether; 
manah - mind; buddhih - intelligence; eva - certainly; ca - and; 
ahankarah - false ego; iti - as follows; iyam - this; me - of Mine; bhinna - 
divisions; prakrtih - material energy; astadha - eightfold. 

My external material energy has eight divisions: earth, water, 
fire, air, ether, mind, intelligence and false ego. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: In relation to bhakti, the word jhcina only indicates 
knowledge of the opulence of Sri Bhagavan. It does not indicate 
knowledge of the self. Therefore, in this verse beginning with bhumi and 
in the next verse, Sri Krsna is delineating knowledge of the grandeur of 
Sri Bhagavan by explaining His spiritual (para) and material ( apara) 
energies. The words bhumi-adi (earth, etc.) indicate the five material 
elements along with their respective subtle elements, such as fragrance. 
The word ahankara (false ego) refers to its function through the senses, 
and it also refers to their cause, the material nature, or mahat-tattva. 
Since the intelligence and the mind are most prominent among these 
elements, they have been mentioned separately. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
quotes Krsna as saying, “Knowledge of both My svariipa and My 
opulence is called bhagavat-jnana. It is described in this way: 
‘I, the Supreme Absolute Reality Sri Krsna, am always situated in My 
svariipa, and I possess all potencies (saktis) in full. Brahma is only a 
featureless ( nirvisesa ) expression of My potency and does not have a 
form. The existence of this brahma is based on the concept of negation 
of the created world. Paramatma is also a partial manifestation of My 
energy in this world. In fact, Paramatma is specifically related to the 
temporary material world and does not have an eternal svariipa. My 
only eternal feature is My eternal form of Bhagavan, which has two 
types of energy. One is the external energy and is called bahiranga, or 
maya-sakti. Since it is the cause (mother) of the inert world, it is also 
called apara-sakti. One should understand the number of elements in 
this apara-sakti: the five gross elements, or maha-bhuta (earth, water, 
fire, air and ether) and their five respective qualities (smell, taste, 
form, touch and sound), totalling ten in number. Therefore, there are 
ten elements. You should understand that the senses are their active 
components initiated by the element of the false ego, or ahankara, and 
that the unmanifested material energy, or mahat-tattva, is their cause. 
The mind and intelligence have been mentioned as separate elements 
because of their prominent and distinctive functions among the group 
of elements, but in fact they are one. This entire group is part of My 
external energy.’” 
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Verse 5 

^rT ^ WTI 

#crqcri ^cr %rr#r ^mcTimn 

apareyam itas tv anyam prakrtim viddhi me par dm 
jlva-bhutdm mahd-bdho yayedam dharyate jagat 

apara - inferior or inert; iyam - this (material energy); itah - beyond 
it; tu - but; anyam - another; prakrtim - energy; viddhi - you must 
understand; me - of Mine; param - superior (spiritual); jlva-bhutdm - the 
living beings; mahd-bdho - O mighty-armed (Arjuna); yaya - by which 
(conscious energy); idam - this; dharyate - is accepted (by them in order 
to enjoy their fruitive actions); jagat - universe. 

O mighty-armed Arjuna, you should know that My external energy, 
which consists of eight divisions, is inferior. There is another potency 
of Mine known as the jlva, which is superior and which accepts this 
material world for the purpose of enjoying the fruits of his action. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Because its nature is inert, the earlier mentioned 
bahiranga-sakti is inferior. The tatastha-sakti, in the form of the living 
entities, jivas, is different from this external material potency and 
superior to it because of the presence of consciousness. It is superior 
because by its conscious nature it sustains the universe. In other words, 
it accepts the material world for the purpose of its own enjoyment. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
quotes Krsna as saying, “Besides this material nature ( apara-prakrti ), 
there is My marginal nature ( tatasthd-prakrti ), which is also called 
jiva (para-prakrti ). That prakrti is conscious and it manifests as the 
jivas , or living entities. The jivas emanating from that energy have 
made this inert material world conscious. The jtva has the capacity to 
understand and move in either the transcendental world, which has 
emanated from My internal energy, or in the inert, material world, 
which has emanated from My external energy. For this reason the 
jiva-sakti is also called the tatastha-sakti." 
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Those bound souls ( baddha-jlvas ), who are averse to Sri Krsna, 
manifest in this world from this tatastha-sakti. It is a great 
misconception to think that the souls in bondage have given up their 
service to Krsna and have come to this world from Vaikuntha or even 
higher, from Goloka. This is opposed to siddhanta. Once a jlva has 
attained service to Krsna in His abode, it is impossible for him to fall 
from that position. As it is said in the Gita (15.6): 

yad gatva na nivartante tad dhama paramam mama 

Those who attain My supreme abode never return to this material 
world. 

Citraketu Maharaja and Jaya and Vijaya never fell down. They 
appeared in this world voluntarily and enacted the roles of conditioned 
souls for the pleasure of Bhagavan. The jlvas who are absorbed in 
service to Sri Krsna in the spiritual world manifest either from Sri 
Baladeva Prabhu or from His expansion Maha-Sankarsana who is 
non-different from Him. They are eternally liberated jlvas. ft is not 
possible that they ever fall. 


Verse 6 


3ft IFvFPFT ^FFcT: STvTTfcTTr IISJ 


etad-yonmi bhutani sarvamty upadharaya 
aham krtsnasya jagatah prabhavah pralayas tatha 


etad - that; yonlni - both of these previously mentioned energies have 
emanated; bhutani - living beings; sarvani - all; iti - that; upadharaya - 
know; aham - from Me; krtsnasya - of the whole; jagatah - cosmic 
manifestation; prabhavah - the origin; pralayah - annihilation; tatha - and. 

Know that all created beings have been born from these two 
natures of Mine. I alone am the sole cause of the creation and 
destruction of the entire material manifestation. 


SARARTHA-VARSINI: Here, Sri Bhagavan establishes Himself as the 
cause of the universe, for He is the origin of both these potencies. 
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The two causes of all moving and non-moving created beings are 
maya-sakti as the field ( ksetra ) and jlva-sakti as the knower of the 
field (ksetrajha). “Thus, as the controller of both of these saktis, 
I am the creator of the entire universe. At the time of annihilation, 
these potencies dissolve and rest in Me, the Supreme Energetic. I, 
therefore, am their only destroyer.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
quotes Krsna as saying, “The conscious and the inert, that is, the jlvas 
and the inert creation, have emanated from these two prakrtis. Both 
maya-sakti and jiva-sakti are My potencies, since they originate from 
Me. I, Bhagavan, am therefore the root cause of both the origin and 
dissolution of the universe.” 


Verse 7 

^TtT: WTT HHd I 

mattah parataram nanyat kincid asti dhananjaya 
mayi sarvam idam protam sutre mani-gana iva 

mattah - than Me; parataram - greater; na - not; anyat - else; kincit - 
anything; asti - exists; dhananjaya - O winner of wealth (Arjuna); 
mayi - on Me; sarvam - all; idam - this material creation; protam - is 
dependent; sutre - on a thread; mani-ganah - jewels; iva - as. 

O conqueror of riches, Dhananjaya, there is nothing superior to 
Me. This whole creation is dependent on Me, like jewels strung 
on a thread. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan says, “In this way, I am the cause of 
everything. Just as cause and effect are non-different from each other, 
so the energy and the energetic are non-different.” 

It is said in the Srutis, “ ekam evadvitiyam brahma - before the 
creation of this universe, there was only one Absolute Reality without 
a second” (Chandogya Upanisad 6.2.1). 
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Moreover, “neha nanasti kincana - nothing exists except advaya- 
brahma, the one non-dual Absolute Truth in its various forms” ( Brhad- 
aranyaka Upanisad 4.4.19). 

Also in the Srutis it is stated, “Since My potencies are the cause of 
all creations, I am the cause of everything.” 

In this way, after first explaining His nature of being everything, 
Bhagavan is now explaining His quality of being all-pervading, with 
the words mayi and so on. Sarvam idam means, “Both the cit (conscious) 
and jada (inert) universes are non-different from Me because they are 
My creations (effects). In other words, they are My svarupa, and just 
as jewels are strung on a thread, they are hanging on Me, who am 
Antaryami, the indwelling witness of everything.” Sri Madhusudana 
Sarasvatlpada has written sutre mani-gana iva. This example merely 
proves that the universe is resting in Bhagavan, but it does not prove 
that He is the cause of the universe. However, the example ‘gold is the 
cause of a golden earring’ is appropriate to establish Him as the cause 
of the universe. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the previous verse, Sri 
Bhagavan established Himself as the independent cause of creation 
and dissolution. Now, in the present verse, He is establishing that 
as the all-pervading witness, He alone is the cause of maintenance. 
“I, Sri Krsna, am the Supreme Absolute Truth ( parama-tattva ) and the 
cause of all causes.” Lord Brahma also establishes this principle in 
Brahma-samhita (5.1): 

Isvarah paramah krsnah sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah 
anadir adir govindah sarva-karana-karanam 

The Supreme Lord, the embodiment of truth, consciousness and 
joy, is Govinda Krsna. He is without beginning, He is the origin of 
all that be, and He is the cause of all causes. 

To make this subject easier to understand, we will cite concepts 
from Sri Baladeva Vidyabhusana’s Govinda-bhasya, his commentary 
on the Vedanta: “Parabrahma-svarupa, Sri Krsna, is the Supreme 
prominent Absolute Reality. Apart from Him, there is no other 
independently existing entity, either superior or inferior to Him. 
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‘Yasmat param naparam asti kincit - there is no truth superior to that 
Supreme Person’ ( Svetasvatara Upanisad 3.9). These statements from 
the Srutis have not accepted the existence of anything higher than the 
all-worshipable brahma. In the Vedas ( Svetasvatara Upanisad 3.8-9) it 
is said, ‘I know this effulgent brahma, who is like the sun and beyond 
all darkness (ignorance). One attains immortality and the goal of 
human life by knowing Him. The only means to attain immortality 
is by knowledge of this Supreme Person. There is nothing superior 
to Him.’ 

“After accepting the superiority of Parabrahma, as established 
in these mantras, it is further said, ‘Those who know the pure, 
constitutional nature of brahma attain immortality in due course of 
time; otherwise there is no cessation to their miseries.’ If something 
is accepted as superior to brahma, then Sri Krsna’s statement mattah 
parataram nanyat kincid asti dhananjaya becomes false” ( Govinda- 
bhasya, Brahma-sutra 3.2.37). 

Svetasvatara Upanisad (6.8) repeats the same, “na tat-samas 
cabhyadhikas ca drsyate - there is nothing equal to or greater than 
Sri Krsna, the Absolute Truth endowed with all transcendental 
attributes.” 


Verse 8 

TTTfSfW Wfar ^IWHT^Nf: I 

■gtr^r: TMcKM 3T5T: it ^pj||<i|| 

raso ’ham apsu kaunteya prabhasmi sasisuryayoh 
pranavah sarva-vedesn sabdah khe paurusam nrsu 

rasah - the taste; aham - I; apsu - in water; kaunteya - O son of 
Kunti; prabha - the light; asmi - am; sasi-suryayoh - of the moon and 
sun; pranavah - the syllable om; sarva-vedesu - in all Vedic mantras', 
sabdah - the sound; khe - in ether; paurusam - ability; nrsu - in man. 

O son of Kunti, I am the taste in water, the radiance of the moon and 
the sun, and the syllable om in all Vedic mantras. I am the sound in 
ether and the ability in man. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: “As Antaryami, the indwelling witness, I enter 
into and exist in this universe, which was created by Me. Similarly, 
I alone exist as the essence within all humans and all other living 
entities. Somewhere I am the cause and somewhere I am the effect.” 
In order to establish this truth, Sri Bhagavan is speaking this verse 
beginning with raso ’ham and the next three verses. 

“The meaning of apsu (water) is that the rasa (taste) in water is its 
cause, which is also My opulence. Similarly, My effulgence is the cause 
of the sun and the moon, and omkara is the cause of the Vedas. They 
are also My opulences. 1 am also the cause of the sky and sound, and 
I am the very essence of human beings and the source of their ability.” 

Verse 9 

rpTt T F^: Tjfaoq-f xT 

^ftcFf crT^rtfPT II ^ II 

punyo gandhah prthivyam ca tejas casmi vibhavasau 
jivanam sarva-bhutesu tapas casmi tapasvisu 

punyah - the pure; gandhah - fragrances; prthivyam - within the earth; 
ca - and; tejah - the heat; ca - and; asmi - I am; vibhavasau - within fire; 
jivanam - life; sarva-bhutesu - in all beings; tapah - austerity; ca - and; 
asmi - I am; tapasvisu - in ascetics. 

I am the pure fragrance of the earth, the heat in fire, the life in all 
beings and the austerity of the ascetics. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: According to the dictionary named Amara-kosa, 
the word punya means ‘an original and attractive fragrance’. The use 
of the word ca indicates the relationship between the word punya 
and rasa (taste), etc. The word teja implies the capacity to digest and 
cook all ingredients. It also means ‘essence in the form of capacity’, ‘to 
illuminate’, ‘to protect from cold’, and so on. Jivana means ‘essence in 
the form of life’, and tapa means ‘to tolerate dualities’. 
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Verse io 

TTf T1 #*IcTFTT TRTcFTTT I 

IUO II 

bljam mam sarva-bhutanam viddhi partha sanatanam 
buddhir buddhimatam asmi tejas tejasvindm aham 

bljam - cause; mam - Me; sarva-bhutanam - for all living beings; 
viddhi - know; partha - O son of Prtha; sanatanam - the eternal; 
buddhih - the intelligence; buddhimatam - of the intelligent; asmi - am; 
tejah - prowess; tejasvindm - of the powerful; aham - I. 

O Partha, know Me to be the eternal cause of all beings. I am the 
intelligence of the intelligent, and the prowess of the powerful. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The word blja (seed) means ‘the untransformed 
cause, which is called pradhana’. Sanatana means ‘eternal’. “The 
essence of a brilliant person is his intelligence, and that is Me.” 

Verse ii 

sfvTcTcfi W 

%PTfpTT^[ wrfsfcr 

balam balavatdm caham kama-raga-vivarjitam 
dharmaviruddho bhiitesu kamo ’smi bharatarsabha 

balam - the strength; balavatdm - of the strong; ca - and; aham - I; hdma- 
raga - of lust and attachment; vivarjitam - devoid; dharma-aviruddhah - 
not incompatible with the codes of dharma; bhiitesu - in all living beings; 
hdma - passion; asmi - am; bharata-rsabha - O best of the dynasty of 
Bharata. 

O best of the Bharata dynasty, I am the strength of the strong, 
free from attachment and desire. In all beings, I am sexual 
union in accordance with religious principles, for the purpose of 
procreation alone. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: The word kama generally refers to the desire for 
one’s maintenance, and raga refers to anger. In this context, however, 
these meanings do not apply. Dharmaviruddhdh means ‘that which is 
not opposed to dharma’, that is, ‘passion which is used only to produce 
children with one’s own wife’. 


Verse 12 

^ ^cr TTlfr^T ‘JTrcTT TRf-5TRTfP=RTr5?“T ^1 
HtT TT^fcT Tc# ^ 

ye caiva sattvika bhava rajasas tamasas ca ye 
matta eveti tan viddhi na tv aham tesu te mayi 

ye - whichever; ca - and; eva - certainly; sattvihah - in goodness; 
bhavah - states of existence; rajasah - passion; tamasah - ignorance; 
ca - and; ye - whichever; mattah - to come from Me; eva - certainly; iti - 
thus; tan - them; viddhi - you should know; na - not; tu - but; aham - I; 
tesu - in them; te mayi - they are in Me. 

Know that all states of existence - goodness (sattvika), passion 
( rajasika ) and ignorance ( tamasika ) - are manifested by the modes 
of My material nature. I am not subject to these modes, for they 
are all under the control of My energy. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: “In this way, I have explained only some of My 
opulences ( vibhiitis ), such as those that are the cause and the essence of 
objects. But what is the purpose of going into detail? Everything is My 
potency and under My control.” To explain this, Sri Bhagavan speaks 
this verse beginning with the words ye caiva. “Control of the mind and 
senses, equanimity, and the demigods themselves are states of existence 
in the mode of goodness. Happiness, pride and other such feelings, as 
well as the demons themselves, are states of existence in the mode of 
passion. And lamentation, delusion and so forth, as well as Raksasas 
(man-eaters, who are lower than demons), are states of existence in the 
mode of ignorance. They all come from Me, but it should be understood 
that they are the effects of the modes of My material nature, so I am not 
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personally present in them. Unlike the living entities, I am not under 
their control; rather, they exist under My control.” 

Verse 13 

TMP-ld ^ttcTI 

Hi ted HTf^FTFTrfff TTT^T: WToWTIls^ll 

tribhir guna-mayair bhavair ebhih sarvam idam jagat 
mohitam nabhijanati mam ebhyah param avyayam 

tribhih - three; guna-mayaih - composed of the qualities of material 
nature; bhavaih - states; ebhih - by these; sarvam - entire; idam - this; 
jagat - world; mohitam - deluded; na abhijanati - does not know; 
mam - Me; ebhyah - these modes; param - beyond; avyayam - and 
imperishable. 

Deluded by these three states of existence (the modes of goodness, 
passion and ignorance), the whole world does not know Me, who 
am beyond the modes and imperishable. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna may ask, “Why do people not know 
You as the Supreme Lord, Paramesvara?” In response, Krsna speaks 
this verse beginning with tribhih. “The living entities of this world 
are bewildered because they are controlled by their acquired nature, 
which is composed of the activities of the three modes. This consists 
of control of the mind, control of the senses, and also happiness, 
lamentation, attachment and envy. But I am beyond the modes and 
free from any transformation caused by them. That is why these living 
entities cannot understand Me.” 

Verse 14 

tcft #TT WFfl iTJT TTPTr ^Tr^FTTI 

^ WVSFrl JTPTFfcll Thls^ll 

daivi hy esa gunamayl mama maya duratyaya 
mam eva ye prapadyante mayam etam taranti te 
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daivi - she bewilders the jlvas; hi - indeed; esa - this; guna-mayi - 
consisting of the three modes of material nature; mama - of Mine; maya - 
illusory external energy; duratyaya - difficult to overcome; mam - to Me; 
eva - only; ye - who; prapadyante - takes shelter; may dm - illusion; etam - 
this; taranti - transcends, or crosses over; te - they. 

This external energy of Mine, which consists of the three modes 
and which bewilders the living entities, is certainly very difficult 
to overcome, but those who take exclusive shelter of Me can easily 
transcend this maya. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The following question may be raised: “How 
can one become free from the delusion created by the three modes of 
nature?” In response, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with 
daivi. “This maya is called daivi because she deludes the demigods 
(the living entities), who are divine by nature but who are absorbed 
in the sporting pleasures of sense enjoyment. This maya is guna- 
mayi, composed of the three modes. The word guna-mayi has another 
meaning: ‘the form of a strong rope with three strands’. This external 
energy, which belongs to Me, Paramesvara, is extremely difficult to 
cross over. No one is able to cut this rope and become free from the 
bondage of the material modes of nature.” Sri Bhagavan says, “Believe 
Me,” and then touching His own chest goes on to say mam: “A person 
can only transcend this maya if he exclusively surrenders to Me in this 
form of Syamasundara.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Bhagavan’s two types of 
energy, or sakti, are para (spiritual) and apara (material). The spiritual, 
internal energy is called antarahga ( cit-sakti ), and the material, 
external energy is called bahiranga (acit -, apara- or maya-sakti ). In 
the Upanisads it is also said, “ mayam tu prakrtim vidyan mayinam tu 
mahesvaram - maya should be understood as the material energy; and 
the person ( purusa) who is the shelter of maya should be understood 
as the Supreme Controller” ( Svetasvatara Upanisad 4.10). 

This is also confirmed in Srimad-Bhagavatam (8.5.30): 

n a yasya kascatititarti may dm yayajano muhyati veda nartham 

388 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Vi jnana-Yoga 


Verses 14-15 


The living entity is bewildered by the deluding potency, maya- 
sakti , and therefore he is unable to understand the nature of the 
self. This insurmountable maya of Bhagavan cannot be overcome 
by anyone without Bhagavan’s mercy. 

One may question that if maya-sakti is the cause of the living 
entity’s bondage, can one become free from this bondage by pleasing 
this maya-sakti ? What is the need to take shelter of Sri Hari, Guru and 
the Vaisnavas? In the present verse, Bhagavan responds to this with 
the words mama maya. He says, “This maya is not independent; rather, 
it is under My control, so it has no independence to liberate anyone 
from the material world.’’ This is what He means by the statement 
mam eva ye prapadyante. “Only a person who surrenders to Me can 
cross over this insurmountable maya of Mine; others cannot.” 

This is also confirmed in Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.14.58): 

samasrita ye pada-pallava-plavam 
mahat-padam punya-yaso murareh 
bhavambudhir vatsa-padam param padam 
padam padam yad vipadam na tesam 

When a person takes shelter of the boat of the lotus feet of Sri 
Krsna, who is supremely famous and the shelter of such great 
personalities as Siva and Brahma, this ocean of the material world 
becomes just like the water contained in the hoof-print of a calf. 
That person then attains his supreme destination, Vaikuntha, 
which is free from all types of miseries. 

Verse 15 

H HI c^IrHI 'H^T: HTHTHT: I 

3ro; wito: n ^ n 

na mam duskrtino mudhah prapadyante naradhamah 
mdyaydpahrta-jndnd asuram bhavam asritah 

na - not; mam - to Me; duskrtinah - those who are polluted by the 
performance of fruitive actions or unfortunate persons; mudhah - those 
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devoid of discrimination; prapadyante - do surrender; nara-adhamah - 
the lowest among mankind; mayaya - by illusion; apahrta-jnanah - those 
whose knowledge is covered; asuram - of the demoniac; bhavam - nature; 
asritah - those who take shelter. 

Those contaminated by fruitive action and fools who are devoid of 
discrimination, who are the lowest among human beings, whose 
knowledge has been completely covered by maya, and who have a 
demoniac nature, do not surrender unto Me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The question may be raised, “Why, then, do 
learned persons not take shelter of You?” Sri Bhagavan replies, “Those 
who are genuinely learned do in fact take exclusive shelter of Me, but 
those who consider themselves to be learned do not.” Sri Bhagavan is 
speaking this verse beginning with na mam to explain this. The word 
duskrtinah refers to those who are wicked, though they may have some 
piety. And some may appear to be learned ( panditas ) but are actually 
pseudo panditas. Duskrta are of four types: 

(1) Mudhah - those fruitive workers who are no better than animals. 
Srimad-Bhagavatam ( 3 . 32 . 19 ) describes, “Just as a stool-eating hog 
rejects sweet-rice and enjoys stool, those cheated by destiny, who 
give up the nectar of hearing hari-kathd and engage in hearing 
other useless talks, are most unfortunate.” Who but an animal 
would not like to perform service to the Supreme Lord, Sri 
Mukunda? 

(2) Naradhamah - the lowest among mankind. Even after performing 
bhakti for some time and attaining the qualities of a human being, 
persons who are naradhama finally give up the process of bhakti 
wilfully, thinking it to be ineffective in attaining their desired fruit. 

(3) May ay apahrta-jnanah - those whose knowledge has been stolen 
by maya, even after studying the scriptures. They think that only 
the form of Sri Narayana situated in Vaikuntha can be served 
eternally and can grant eternal bhakti', one cannot perform bhakti 
eternally to other forms, such as Rama and Krsna, because They 
have a human form. Sri Bhagavan has said in the Gita ( 9 . 11 ), “Fools 
disrespect Me when I appear in My human form.” He says, “They 
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seem to have surrendered to Me, but they have not surrendered in 
reality.” 

(4) Asuram bhdvam asritdh - “Demons such asJarasandha shoot arrows 
at Me, attempting to injure My transcendental body. Similarly, the 
demoniac, through illogical arguments, deny my transcendental 
form in Vaikuntha, as it appears to be an embodied form. They do 
not surrender unto Me.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINl PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
quotes Krsna as saying, “Having taken shelter of a demonic mentality, 
four types of persons do not accept surrender to Me: the wicked ( duskrta ), 
the foolish ( mudha ), the lowest of human beings ( namdhama ) and persons 
whose knowledge is covered by illusion (mdyaydpahrta-jnanls). 

(1) Those who are wicked ( duskrta ) live an extremely unrighteous life. 

(2) The mudhas are those atheistic persons who follow moral principles 
but do not take shelter of Me, the presiding deity of morality. 

(3) Naradhamas are the lowest of human beings. They consider Me to 
be only an aspect of morality but not the Tord of morality. 

(4) Mdyaydpahrta-jnanls are those whose knowledge remains covered 
by may a. Even when they have studied scriptures such as Vedanta, 
they still worship Brahma and other demigods. They do not know 
My omnipotent nature, the eternal conscious nature of the jlva, 
the temporary nature of the relationship of the jlva with inert 
matter, or the eternal nature of the jlva’s relationship with Me as 
My servant.” 


Verse 16 

xTrrfiHlT Hf ' 5 RT: I 

3nTff fawgrsrfsff ^ 

catur-vidha hhajante mam janah sukrtino ’rjuna 
cirto jijndsur artharthl jnani ca bharatarsabha 

catur-vidhah - four kinds; hhajante - worship; mam - M eijanah - persons 
situated in regulated life; sukrtinah - of pious; arjuna - O Arjuna; arta - 
the distressed (by disease, enemies and fear); jijndsuh - the inquisitive 
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(desirous of self-realization); artha-arthl - the seeker of bodily happiness, 
heavenly enjoyment and wealth; jnanl - the man in knowledge; ca - and; 
bharata-rsabha - best of the dynasty of Bharata. 

O best of the Bharata dynasty, there are four types of pious men who 
perform worship of Me: the distressed ( arta ), the inquisitive ( jijnasu), 
the seeker of wealth (artharthl) and the man of wisdom (jhanl). 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: “Who, then, performs worship of You?” In 
response to this question, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning 
with catur-vidha. “Sukrta refers to those who worship Me and who 
follow the rules and regulations of varnasrama-dharma. Arta refers 
to persons afflicted with distress such as disease and who worship 
Me for relief. Jijnasu means ‘those who worship Me, desiring atma- 
jiidna (knowledge of the self) or scholarly knowledge of the scriptures 
through grammar’. Artharthl refers to those who worship Me with 
a desire for enjoyment in this world, such as possession of land, 
elephants, horses, beautiful women, gold or enjoyment in the celestial 
planets. Jnanls with pure hearts also worship Me. Of these four, the 
first three are householders who have fruitive desires, and the fourth 
group consists of renunciants who perform selfless action (niskama 
sannyasis). 

These four types of persons are eligible to perform pradhanl- 
bhuta-bhakti, the process wherein bhakti predominates over karma, 
jnana and so forth. The first three perform bhakti mixed with karma 
( karma-misra-bhakti ), and the fourth performs bhakti mixed with 
jnana (jnana-misra-bhakti ). Later, in the verse sarva-dvarani samyamya 
(Gita 8.12.), bhakti mixed with yoga (yoga-misra-bhakti) will be 
explained. However, kevald-bhakti, which is devoid of karma or jnana, 
is explained in the beginning of the Seventh Chapter: mayy asakta- 
manah partha (Gita 7.1). Kevald-bhakti will also be delineated later in 
two verses: ananya-cetah satatam (Gita 8.14) and mahatmanas tu mam 
partha (Gita 9.13). 

In the middle six chapters of the Gita (Chapters 7-12), Sri Bhagavan 
has explained two types of bhakti: pradhani-bhuta (in which bhakti 
predominates over karma and jnana) and kevald (exclusive bhakti). 
In a third process, guni-bhutd-bhakti, bhakti is present to some extent 

392 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Vijhana-Yoga 


Verse i 6 


but is predominated by karma, jhana and so forth. This is the process 
that karmis, jnanls and yogis perform simply to attain perfection in 
their respective endeavours, ft cannot be called bhakti because karma, 
jhana and so forth predominate and not bhakti herself. According 
to pradhanyena vyapadesa bhavanti, the logic by which something 
is named after its predominating element, the different varieties 
of guni-bhuta-bhakti are qualified either as karma, jhana or yoga. 
These processes are not categorized as bhakti because bhakti is not 
predominant. 

The result of sakama-karma is the heavenly planets, and the result 
of niskama-karma is jhana. The result of jhana and yoga is liberation 
( nirvana-moksa ). Now, the result of the two types of bhakti, pradhani- 
bhuta and kevala, are being explained. 

In pradhani-bhuta-bhakti, those who are distressed ( arta ), those who 
aspire for knowledge ( jijhasu ) and those who seek wealth (artharthi) 
perform bhakti mixed with karma ( karma-misra-bhakti). They are 
therefore called sakama-bhaktas, or devotees who desire the fruits of 
their actions. The only result of this type of bhakti is the fulfilment of 
one’s material desires. Due to the superior nature of the object of their 
endeavour (bhakti), they finally attain salokya-mukti, in which they 
achieve the same planet as the Supreme Tord, which is characterized 
by a predominance of happiness and majesty ( aisvarya ). They do not 
fall down like a karmi does after enjoying in the heavenly planets. 
This is stated later on: yanti mad-yajino ’pi mam (Gita 9.25). 

The result of the fourth type, bhakti mixed with jhana (jhana-misra- 
bhakti ) is superior to that of karma-misra-bhakti. Those who practise 
it attain devotion to the Lord in a mood of neutrality, santa-rati, such 
as the four Kumaras, headed by Sanaka. By the special mercy of Sri 
Bhagavan and His devotees, this type of bhakti culminates in attaining 
the super-excellent result of prema, which is seen in people like 
Sukadeva Gosvaml. When karma-misra-bhakti is selflessly performed, 
it results in jnana-misra-bhakti, the result of which has just been 
explained. 

Sometimes, a person who is performing bhakti mixed with karma 
or jhana attains prema in servitorship and other moods, due to his 
intense desire, which is developed by the association of devotees who 
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have that same mood. That prema, however, is predominated by awe 
and reverence. The result of pure devotion (otherwise called suddha- 
bhakti, ananya-bhakti, akincana, uttama-bhakti and so forth), which is 
free from jiidna and karma and which has various limbs of practice, is 
that one attains the position of one of Krsna’s loving associates in the 
mood of a servant, a friend and so on. Many commentaries on Srimad- 
Bhagavatam substantiate this. The concept of ultimate perfection in 
the performance of bhakti, known as sadhya-bhakti, has also been 
briefly explained in this commentary. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sola Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
quotes Sri Krsna as saying, “It is generally not possible for miscreants 
(duskrta ) to perform bhajana of Me, because they are not on the path 
of gradually developing their consciousness. Sometimes, however, 
such people attain service to Me by chance. Among those with piety 
(.sukrti ) who lead a regulated life, four types are qualified to perform 
bhajana of Me. 

“Those who are engaged in fruitive activities remember Me when 
they are afflicted by some misery. They are called arta, the distressed. 
Even those who are bereft of piety sometimes remember Me when in 
distress. 

“The foolish (miidha), who adhere to morality as described in the 
previous verse, engage in the gradual process of inquiring about 
tattva-jnana, categorical knowledge of the Truth. By this, they feel the 
necessity of accepting the existence of the Supreme Tord. Since He is 
the object of their inquisitiveness, they gradually remember Me. 

“Naradhamas, the lowest among mankind, take up bhakti and then 
later discard it. They gradually become dissatisfied with their concept 
of an ethical controller and come to realize the real controller of 
morality. They then become regulated devotees, and since they turn to 
Me to fulfil their desired goals, they are known as artharthi, or those 
desirous of wealth. 

“When the jtva realizes that knowledge of brahma and Paramatma is 
incomplete, he takes shelter of pure knowledge of Me. The covering of 
maya is then removed, and knowing himself to be My eternal servant, 
he accepts My full shelter. 
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“Those who are distressed have the defect of possessing various 
desires; those who are inquisitive have the defect of bondage to 
moralistic knowledge; the seekers of wealth have the defect of striving 
to attain the celestial heavenly planets; and the jnariis, who think that 
bhagavat-tattva (fundamental truths in relation to Supreme Lord) is 
temporary, have the defect of wanting to merge into brahma. When 
these impurities are removed, these four types of persons become 
eligible to perform pure bhakti. As long as these impurities exist in 
them, their pure bhakti is considered to be mixed with another process 
( pradhani-bhuta ). They attain kevala-, akincina- or uttama-bhakti when 
their contaminations are completely removed.” 

The word sukrti used in this verse means ‘piety that is generated 
from following the principles of varna and asrama’. Such pious 
persons, whose bhakti is mixed with another process, engage in 
service to Bhagavan in four ways. The first three are examples of 
karma-pradhani-bhuta-bhakti. 

(1) Arta: the kings who were captured by Jarasandha, and 
Gajendra, who was caught by a crocodile. 

(2) Jijiidsu: Saunaka and other rsis who were inquisitive 
about atma-jnana. 

(3) Artharth I: those such as Dhruva, who sought wealth. 

The fourth is an example of jndna-pradhanl-bhutd-bhakti. 

(4) Jnanv. the four Kumaras are in this category. 

Pradhani-bhuta-bhakti is defined as that karma, jhana and yoga in 
which bhakti predominates, or in other words, where karma, jiidna 
and yoga are subordinate to bhakti. 

Kevala-bhakti is defined as follows: 

anydbhildsitd-sunyamjndna-karmddy-anavrtam 
anukulyena krsnanu silanam bhaktir uttama 

Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu (1.1.11) 

-bhakti is performed when a person is free from all desires except 

to render service to Krsna, when his intelligence is completely free 
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from an impersonal conception of the Truth and from affinity to 
nitya (regular) and naimittika (causal, or occasional) karma, yoga, 
tapasya, etc., and when he renders service to Krsna in a favourable 
way. 

Guni-bhuta-bhakti is defined as that process in which karma, jnana, 
and yoga predominate, not bhakti. When bhakti is only practised to 
assist in the attainment of the heavenly planets or liberation, then 
such activity is merely called karma, jnana is called jnana, and yoga 
is called yoga. Such karma, jnana and yoga are not pure bhakti but 
bhakti predominated by the modes of nature. Guni-bhuta-bhakti is 
not considered to be in the category of bhakti because bhakti is not 
predominant. 

In conclusion, therefore, bhakti is of two types: kevala and pradhani- 
bhuta. Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura has given detailed 
explanations of bhakti-tattva in his Sarartha-darsinI commentary on 
Srimad-Bhagavatam. For this information, one should consult the 
following verses from Srimad-Bhagavatam: atmaramas ca munayo 
(1.7.10), rte ’rtham yat pratiyeta (2.9.34), muktanam api siddhanam 
{G.iyyj,yavannrkaya-ratham (7.15.45) and ye ’nye ’ravindaksa (10.2.32). 

Verse 17 

ftPTf % TT ^ TFT ftPT: II ^9II 

tesam jnani nitya-yukta eka-bhaktir visisyate 
priyo hi jhanino ’tyartham aham sa ca mama priyah 

tesam - among these; jnani - the man in knowledge; nitya-yuktah - is 
always connected to Me; eka-bhaktih - and exclusively attracted to Me; 
visisyate - is distinguished; priyah - dear; hi - certainly; jnaninah - to the 
jnani: ati-artham - exceedingly; aham - I; sah - he; ca - and; mama - to 
Me; priyah - dear. 

The jhani, My exclusive devotee who is eternally and exclusively 
attached to Me, is the best of these, because I am very dear to him 
and he is very dear to Me. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Who is the best of the four types of devotees 
who are eligibie to perform bhakti ?” fn answer, Sri Bhagavan speaks 
this verse beginning with tesam. “Those jnanls who are aiways united 
with Me are the best of the four. By the practice of jnana, their thoughts 
are completely under control and thus their minds remain one-pointed. 
The other three types ( arta and so on) are not like this.” Arjuna then 
asks, “Do all jnanls worship You out of fear that they may fail in their 
endeavour to attain jnana?” In response, Bhagavan says eka-bhakti. 
Eka means ‘prominent’. This means, “Those jnanls in whom bhakti is 
prominent ( pradhanl-bhuta ) perform bhajana of Me, unlike other jnanls 
in whom jnana is prominent. Those who are attached to bhakti alone are 
bhakti-eka, and they are jnanls in name only. 

“I, in My beautiful Syamasundara form, am very dear to the jnanls. 
In the states of both practice and perfection, they are unable to give up 
their attachment to this form. Also, to the degree that they surrender 
to Me -yeyatha mam prapadyante (Gita 4.11) - they are dear to Me.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
quotes Krsna as saying, “When the distressed, the inquisitive, the 
seekers of wealth and the jnanls become free from impurities, they 
all become My devoted followers. Among them, the jnanls attain pure 
jnana, having given up the impurity of jnana, or the desire for salvation. 
They then become endowed with bhakti-yoga and attain superiority 
over the other three types of devotees. This means that although 
the process of karma cleanses the living entity, who is naturally 
conscious, of all impurities, the living entity’s svariipa is not realized 
to the extent that it is revealed through jnana-yoga. Ultimately, by 
associating submissively with devotees, everyone realizes their 
svariipa. During the sadhana stage, only the jiianl-bhaktas are 
specifically endowed with one-pointed, pure devotion, and they are 
superior to the other three types of eligible persons described above. 
They are My unalloyed servants. Thus 1 am very dear to them and they 
are also very dear to Me.” Sri Sukadeva Gosvami is such a personality. 
Previously, he was an impersonal brahma-jnanl, but in the association 
of Sri Vyasadeva, he realized bhagavat-jnana ( prema-bhakti ). During 
the sadhana stage, those devotees who have attained pure knowledge 

397 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Srimad Bhagavad-gita 


Chapter 7 


serve Krsna in a way that is also supremely pure, without the slightest 
scent of materialism. 


Verse 18 

Tfcf: 4 h?pti 

3 Trf^ 7 cT: TT % ^TcRT Tlf^TII^II 

udarah sarvah evaite jhani tv atmaiva me matam 
asthitah sa hi yuktatma mam evanuttamam gatim 

udarah - magnanimous; sarvah - all; eva - certainly; ete - these; 
jnartl - the man in knowledge; tu - but; atma eva - My very self; me - by 
Me; matam - is considered; asthitah - abiding; sah - that; hi - indeed; 
yuhta-atma - soul is always connected; mam - in Me; eva - certainly; 
anuttamam - as His unsurpassable; gatim - goal (of life). 

These are all certainly great souls, but still, I consider the jhani to be 
as dear to Me as My own self. His thoughts always dwelling in Me, 
he stalwartly takes shelter of Me as his supreme destination. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Does that mean that the other three types of 
persons, the distressed and so on, are not dear to You?” In response, 
Sri Bhagavan says, “No, no, that is not so,” and speaks this verse 
beginning with udarah. “Whoever worships Me with a desire to receive 
something from Me and accepts that benediction when I award it to 
him is dear to Me. Having had his desires fulfilled by Me, he gives Me 
the quality of being bhakta-vatsala (affectionate to My devotees). The 
words jnam tv atmaiva, however, refer to the jnani who is considered 
to be My own self and extremely dear to Me. This is because while 
performing bhajana of Me, he does not expect anything in return, 
such as residence in the heavenly planets or liberation. As a result I 
always remain under his control. He is like My own self. This is My 
opinion. Because he knows only Me, Syamasundara, as the highest 
destination, he remains free from anxiety and he is determined to 
attain Me. He does not take shelter of My impersonal, formless aspect, 
brahma-nirvana. 
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“I am always affectionate to My devotees, and 1 consider such a 
jnanl, who is endowed with niskama-pradhanl-bhuta-bhakti, to be My 
very self. But one who is endowed with unalloyed kevald-bhakti is 
even more dear than My own self.” 

ft is said in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (n.14.15): “O Uddhava, as a bhakta, 
you are so dear to Me. Not even My own son Brahma or Sankara, 
Sankarsana, Laksmi-devT or My own svarupa are as dear to Me as 
you are.” Moreover, Srlmad-Bhagavatam (9.4.64) says, “Without the 
association of My saintly devotees, 1 do not desire even the bliss of My 
own svarupa.” 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (10.29.42) says that although Sri Krsna is 
atmarama, He who delights within Himself, He mercifully enjoys 
pastimes with the gopls. 

SARARTHA-VARSINl PR AKASIK A-VRTTI: Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
quotes Krsna as saying, “When the above-described four classes 
of devotees accept kevald-bhakti, they become supremely exalted. 
However, the jhanl-bhaktas are situated in Me because they have more 
determination than the others to realize Me, who am the Supreme 
Conscious Entity and the highest destination of their endeavours. 
They are very dear to Me and are able to control Me completely.” 

People are able to perform bhajana to Bhagavan Sri Krsna as a 
result of spiritual merit accumulated in their previous lives. Those 
who are averse to Krsna remain non-devotees, engaged in the worship 
of various demigods and goddesses. Therefore, those who perform 
worship of Sri Krsna are endowed with great intelligence, whether 
they have material desires or are free from them. This is also expressed 
in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (2.3.10): 

akamah sarva-kamo vd moksa-kama udara-dhlh 
tlvrena bhakti-yogena yajeta purusam param 

Everyone - whether akama (a devotee), sarva-kama (a karml) or 
moksa-kama (a jnanl or yogi) - is encouraged to worship the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead by the direct method of devotional service.* 

In his Sarartha-darsinl commentary on this verse, Srila Visvanatha 
Cakravarti Thakura explains the word udara-dhlh to mean ‘of pure 
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and great intelligence (subuddhi)’: “The worship of Bhagavan is the 
symptom of great intelligence, regardless of whether one has material 
desires or is free from them. The absence of such worship is a symptom 
of impure and base intelligence.” 

What to speak of the devotees who are free from material desires, 
even those devotees who have material desires attain service to 
Bhagavan in His abode, by His mercy or by the mercy of His devotees, 
after they have enjoyed their desired objective. Therefore, they possess 
great intelligence. 


Verse 19 

ifTFTTTH ^TF WV5RU 

cTTTT^cr: TT HqTcHI IIVIII 

bahunam janmanam ante jnanavan mam prapadyate 
vasudevah sarvam id sa mahatma sudurlabhah 

bahunam - of many; janmanam - births; ante - at the end; jnanavan - one 
who has knowledge; mam - of Me; prapadyate - takes shelter; vasudevah - 
Vasudeva; sarvam - is everything; iti - that; sah - that; maha-atma - great 
soul; sudurlabhah - extremely rare. 

After many births, the jhani who is endowed with the knowledge 
that everything, both conscious and inert, is related to Vasudeva 
fully takes shelter of Me. Such a great soul is extremely rare. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The following question may be raised: “Since 
the jnanl-bhaktas accept Your shelter as the supreme destination, they 
certainly attain You, but how long will it take for such jhams to become 
qualified to enter bhakti ?” In answer to this, Sri Bhagavan speaks this 
verse beginning with bahunam. 

“ Vasudevah sarvam means that those jhanls take shelter of Me when, 
after many, many births, they see Vasudeva everywhere. Such sadhus 
surrender to Me due to the influence of good association, which is 
arranged by My will. That is, they surrender to Me according to the 
spiritual sentiments received in such association. Among thousands 
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and thousands of men, such a jnanl-bhakta, whose thoughts are fixed 
in Me, is very rare, what to speak of the exclusive ( aikantika) bhaktas, 
who are far more rare.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: “Of the four types of devotees 
(such as the distressed), the jnanls who have fixed faith in Me, Krsna, 
are the best.” A jnani who has spiritual fortune ( sukrti ) attains the 
association of pure Vaisnavas after many, many lifetimes, and he thus 
becomes aware of the transcendental form, or svarupa, of Sri Vasudeva. 
He sees Bhagavan Vasudeva everywhere, which means that he sees 
everything as being related to Him. Thus he obtains pure devotion to 
Sri Krsna. Such great souls are extremely rare. 

Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana has given the following comment on 
this verse: “The bhaktas who are distressed ( arta ), inquisitive ( jijnasu ) 
and in search of wealth (artharthi) enjoy the highest type of material 
happiness for many lifetimes as a result of devotion to Me. Finally, they 
become detached from such material pleasure, and in some lifetime, 
they come in contact with Vaisnavas who know the fundamental 
principles of My svarupa. In that association, they attain knowledge 
of My svarupa. Knowing only Me, Krsna, the son of Vasudeva and the 
Absolute Truth, they take shelter of Me.” 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “After 
performing sadhana for many, many lifetimes, the jlvas attain pure 
knowledge and become steadfast in transcendental consciousness. 
In the beginning of such spiritual practice, when they are trying to 
give up their mundane identification, they take support of impersonal 
monism to some extent. During this stage, they develop disgust for the 
material world, but they also remain indifferent toward spirituality, 
especially regarding the variegated nature of spiritual life. When they 
have become a little advanced in the eternal, conscious existence 
of the self and in understanding the special nature of spiritual life, 
which consists of variegated activities, they become attracted to it and 
surrender to Me, who am the Supreme Conscious Form. At that time, 
they understand that this mundane world is not independent but rather 
a perverted reflection of the conscious reality, the transcendental 
realm, and that a relationship with Ford Vasudeva also exists in this 
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world. Therefore, everything is in relationship with Vasudeva. Those 
great souls (mahatmas), who have such a surrendered attitude towards 
Me, are very rare.” 


Verse 20 

cf rf fa'TW^TPT f^RcTT: WTTIRoU 

kamais tais tair hrta-jndndh prapadyante ’nya-devatah 
tam tam niyamam as t hay a prakrtya niyatah svayd 

kamaih - lusty desires, such as for wealth; taih taih - by their various; 
hrta-jnanah - those whose knowledge is stolen; prapadyante - worship; 
anya-devatah - other gods; tam tam - the various; niyamam - regulations; 
asthaya - practising; prakrtya - nature; niyatah - controlled; svayd - by 
their own. 

Those whose intelligence has been stolen by material desires, 
such as the desire for wealth, try to eliminate their distress by 
following the rules of worship of a particular demigod who can 
fulfil their desires. Thus being controlled by their own nature, 
they worship such demigods. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Very well, 1 have understood that even those 
with material desires, such as the distressed, become somewhat 
successful by performing worship of You, but what is the destination 
of those distressed persons who worship the demigods for relief from 
their miseries?” In response to this, Sri Bhagavan is speaking this verse 
beginning with kamais taih and the next three verses. “Those who 
think that the demigods, such as the sun-god Surya, can immediately 
remove miseries like disease and that Sri Visnu cannot have lost their 
intelligence. They remain bound by their own nature, and it is that 
ill-nature which keeps them from surrendering to Me.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Intelligent and fortunate 
persons who are still influenced by various types of desires try to satisfy 
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their desires by worshipping Paramesvara Sri Krsna. When they have 
fulfilled their desires, they gradually lose interest in such enjoyment by 
His mercy and can worship Him. In this regard, the following verses 
from Srlmad-Bhagavatam (2.3.10 and 5.19.26) are worth contemplating: 

akamah sarva-kamo va moksa-kama udaradhlh 
tlvrena bhakti-yogena yajeta purusam param 

Whether one is without desire [the condition of the devotees], 
desirous of all fruitive results, or seeking liberation, one should 
try to worship the Supreme Person for complete perfection, 
culminating in Krsna consciousness* 

yaih sraddhaya barhisi bhagaso havir 
niruptam istam vidhi-mantra-vastutah 
ekah prthan-namabhir ahuto muda 

grhnati purnah svayam asisam prabhu 

In India [Bharata-varsa], there are many worshippers of the 
demigods, the various officials appointed by the Supreme Lord, 
such as Indra, Candra and Surya, all of whom are worshipped 
differently. The worshippers offer the demigods their oblations, 
considering the demigods part and parcel of the whole, the 
Supreme Lord. Therefore, the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
accepts these offerings and gradually raises the worshippers to 
the real standard of devotional service by fulfilling their desires 
and aspirations. Because the Lord is complete. He offers the 
worshippers the benedictions they desire even if they worship 
only part of His transcendental body* 

As a result of being averse to Krsna, fools and unfortunate persons 
remain bound by the modes of passion and ignorance and think that 
the demigods can fulfil their desires quickly. They therefore worship 
various unimportant demigods according to their individual natures 
in an attempt to satisfy their various material cravings. Thus the 
perishable fruits they seek are soon attained. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “Those such 
as the distressed are averse to Me as long as their impurities remain, 
but when they are freed from material impurities, they naturally 
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perform bhakti to Me. Those who take shelter of My transcendental 
form, however, do not become averse to Me, even though they may be 
full of desires. 1 free them from all their material motivations within a 
short time. Conversely, those who are averse to Me lose their spiritual 
intelligence and, being impelled by their material hankerings, they 
worship particular demigods who can quickly award the trivial 
objects of their desires. They do not love Me, the eternal, beautiful 
Syamasundara, the embodiment of all spiritual existence, because 
they are driven away from Me by their lower natures, which are in 
the modes of ignorance ( tamasika ) and passion (rajasika), and they 
worship particular demigods, following whatever insignificant rules 
are favourable to such worship.” 

Verse 21 

*ft *ri *TT cFT 'Rrh: I 

cTFT cTT^T II 

yo yo yam yam tanum bhaktah sraddhayarcitum icchati 

tasya tasyacalam sraddham tarn eva vidadhamy aham 

yah yah - whichever; yam yam tanum - whichever form of the demigods; 
bhaktah - [fruitive] devotee; sraddhaya - with faith; arcitum - to worship; 
icchati - desires; tasya tasya - to that particular devotee; acalam - 
unshakeable; sraddham - faith; tarn - in that (demigod); eva - certainly; 
vidadhami aham - I bestow. 

Whichever demigod the fruitive devotee wants to faithfully 
worship, I, as the indwelling witness of everything, make his 
faith in that particular demigod unflinching. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna may say, “For the auspiciousness of their 
devotees, those demigods generate within those devotees faith in 
bhakti to You, being pleased by their worship.” To this, Sri Bhagavan 
responds by saying, “No, it is not so. The demigods are unable to 
generate faith in devotion to themselves, so how can they generate 
faith in bhakti to Me?” For this reason Fie speaks this verse beginning 
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with the words yo yo yam. “Whichever demigod they may want 
to worship, such as Surya, who is but one of My opulences, I, the 
indwelling Antaryami and witness of everything, inspire their faith 
in that particular demigod and not in Me. Even those demigods are 
unable to generate faith in Me.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Some think that as a result 
of their worshipping the demigods, faith in devotion to Bhagavan 
will be inspired in their hearts. However, Sri Krsna explains that it is 
He as Antaryami, the indwelling Supersoul, who gives the demigod 
worshippers steady faith in whichever demigod they care to worship 
according to their desires, although the demigods are nothing but 
His own potencies, or vibhuti. He does not inspire faith in Himself 
in the hearts of those who are averse to Him. If the demigods cannot 
generate faith towards themselves in their worshippers, how, then, 
can they create faith in Bhagavan? 

Verse 22 

TT rPTT I 

h?t: oth 

sa taya sraddhuya yuktas tasyaradhanam ihate 
labhate ca tatah kaman mayaiva vihitan hi tan 

sah - he; taya sraddhaya - with that faith; yuktah - endowed; tasya - 
of that demigod; aradhanam - the worship; I hate - tries to perform; 
labhate - he attains; ca - and; tatah - thereby; kaman - his desires; 
maya - by Me in the form of the indwelling witness; eva - in actuality; 
vihitan - granted; hi - alone; tan - those. 

Endowed with such faith, he attempts to worship that particular 
demigod and thus attains the fulfilment of his desires, which in 
actuality is granted by Me alone. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Ihate means ‘he does’. They attain their desired 
ends by worshipping the respective demigods, but in actuality those 
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demigods are not able to fulfil those desires. Therefore, Sri Bhagavan 
says, mayaiva vihitan. “In reality, those desires are fulfilled by Me alone.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Some think that if they wor¬ 
ship the demigods, they will obtain the fruits of their desires by the 
mercy of that demigod. But from this verse it is clear that the demi¬ 
gods are unable to award the results of worship performed to them. 
Those who worship the demigods can obtain their desired results 
only when their worship is sanctioned by Bhagavan, but such ignorant 
people cannot understand that it is Sri Bhagavan as the indwelling 
witness who has fulfilled their desires. Here it is seen that the 
demigods cannot generate faith in themselves even among their own 
worshippers. Similarly, they cannot independently award the results 
of fruitive activities unless Antaryami Sri Bhagavan sanctions it. 

Verse 23 

^cpq# *TTqfq-11 ^ 11 

antavat tu phatarh tesam tad bhavaty alpa-medhasam 
devan deva-yajo yanti mad-bhakta yanti mam api 

antavat - perishable; tu - but; phalam - fruit; tesam - by those; tat - that; 
bhavati - is; alpa-medhasam - persons of meagre intelligence; devan - the 
demigods; deva-yajah - the worshippers of the gods; yanti - achieve; mat- 
bhahtah - My devotees; yanti - achieve; mam - to Me; api - whereas. 

However, the fruit attained by such men of meagre intelligence is 
perishable. The worshippers of demigods achieve the planets of 
the demigods, whereas My devotees achieve Me. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: The results obtained by worshipping the demigods 
are perishable and transitory. One may raise the question, “Although 
the endeavour performed in both types of worship is equal, why do 
You award perishable results to the worshippers of the demigods, 
and imperishable results to Your own devotees? For You, who are the 
Supreme Lord, Paramesvara, this is certainly unjust.” 
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Sri Bhagavan responds by saying, “This is not unjust. Those who 
worship the demigods attain those demigods, and My devotees attain 
Me. One attains the object of one’s worship. This is indeed justice. If 
the demigods themselves are perishable, how will their worshippers 
become imperishable, and why will the results of their worship not be 
destroyed?” For this reason, these worshippers have been called less 
intelligent. Bhagavan is eternal and so are His devotees, His bhakti and 
the results of His bhakti. They are all eternal. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: A question may be raised, 
“Since the demigods, as His opulences (vibhutis), are also the limbs 
of Sri Bhagavan, there is no difference between the worship of the 
demigods and that of the devotees of Bhagavan. What is the harm 
in worshipping these demigods if, within the worshippers, Bhagavan 
Himself generates faith in their worshipable deity and also grants 
them the result of their fruitive activities?” 

In response to this Sri Bhagavan replies, “If, being impelled by 
some desire, one takes shelter of the demigods, he is called hrta-jnana, 
a person who has lost his intelligence.” 

Since he attains only perishable results, he is described as less 
intelligent. Someone may say that because Bhagavan bestows 
eternal results upon His bhaktas and perishable results upon the 
worshippers of the demigods, He is not equal to both; rather He is 
biased. In response it can be said that it is certainly fair and just 
to receive the result that one desires. Because both the demigods 
and their planets are temporary, their worshippers attain perishable 
results on perishable planets. However, the devotees of Bhagavan Sri 
Krsna, who is sac-cid-ananda - composed of eternality, cognizance 
and bliss - attain eternal service to Him in His eternal abode by 
worshipping Him. Therefore, those who are intelligent worship the 
eternal form of Sri Bhagavan even if they have material desires. They 
do not worship other demigods and goddesses. 

Verse 24 

oqfrpqrra I 

FT 'JFTcFFTFFfTT 
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avyaktam vyaktim apannam manyante mam abuddhayah 
param bhavam ajananto mamdvyayam anuttamam 

avyaktam - the unmanifest; vyaktim - a manifest form (personality); 
apannam - one who has taken birth like an ordinary human being 
afflicted by the illusionary potency; manyante - consider; mam - Me; 
abuddhayah - the unintelligent; param - supreme; bhavam - form, 
birth and pastimes which are transcendental to material nature; 
ajanantah - they do not understand; mama - of My; avyayam - 
imperishable; anuttamam - top most. 

The unintelligent consider that I, who am unmanifest and 
beyond mundane existence, take birth like an ordinary human 
being. They do not know the supreme, excellent, immutable and 
transcendental nature of My form, birth, pastimes and qualities. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Even those who know scriptures such as the 
Vedas do not know the truth about Me, what to speak of less intelligent 
worshippers of the demigods. Brahma said to Me, ‘O Bhagavan! O 
Deva! Only those who have attained a particle of mercy from Your 
lotus feet are able to understand Your real glories. No one else will 
be able to understand You, even if they search for a very long time’ 
(. Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.14.29). Therefore, everyone but My devotee 
lacks the necessary intelligence to understand My factual position.” 

To convey this, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with 
avyaktam. “Those who are unintelligent consider Me to be the 
unmanifest nirvisesa-brahma, which is beyond the mundane plane. 
They think that I have no eternal form and that My manifest human¬ 
like svarupa is illusory like that of mortals, because I took birth in the 
house of Vasudeva. This is because they do not know My para-bhava, 
My transcendental form, birth, pastimes, etc. What is the nature of 
that bhaval It is eternal and supreme.” 

The Medini [a Sanskrit dictionary] states that existence, nature, 
purpose, endeavour, birth, action, pastimes and objects are all bhava. 
Srlla Rupa Gosvaml’s Sr i Laghu-bhagavatamrta has established that 
Bhagavan’s form, qualities, birth, pastimes and so on are endless and 
therefore eternal. Srlla Srldhara SvamI quotes Krsna as saying, “My 
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para-bhava, that is, My svarupa, is immutable. It is eternal, supremely 
pure and composed of spiritual existence (visuddha-sattva).” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Men who have fruitive 
desires are less intelligent. It is a matter of great surprise, however, that 
those who are expert in scriptures such as the Veda and Vedanta also 
disregard the omnipotent llla-maya-svarupa of Sri Krsna, who takes 
birth, performs pastimes and so forth. Although He is the supreme 
objective established by the Vedas, they worship His featureless, 
immutable form of brahma, considering that to be supreme. This 
indicates that they lack intelligence. 

Verse 25 

TT-TYl: ^IW^TTRTcfcT: I 

HTfcRFTrfcT efapt ^ II 

naham prakasah sarvasya yogamdyd-samavrtah 
mudho ’yam nabhijanati loko mam ajam avyayam 

na - not; aham - I; prakasah - revealed; sarvasya - to all; yogamaya - 
by My internal potency; samavrtah - covered; mudhah - foolish; ayam - 
these; na abhijanati - do not comprehend; lokah - people; mam - Me; 
ajam - the unborn; avyayam - and imperishable. 

I am not manifest to all. To the foolish I am veiled by My yogamaya 
potency; therefore, they do not know My unborn and imperishable 
svarupa. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna may raise a question: “If it is to be 
accepted that You are eternal and have an eternal form, qualities 
and pastimes, then why aren’t these pastimes visible at all times?” In 
response to this, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with the 
word naham. “I do not manifest Myself at all times, in every country, 
and before each and every person. The sun is continuously present 
in the universe, yet when it is blocked by the Surneru Mountain, it 
is not seen by everyone at every moment. Similarly, although I exist 
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eternally, with My qualities, pastimes and associates, I am covered 
by My yogamaya, so I am only seen occasionally, in some particular 
universe. I am not seen everywhere, all the time, by everyone.” 

Someone may say, “The sun is always present among the luminaries 
in this universe, but it is not seen by everyone in all countries at the 
same time. The sun-god however, can always be seen in his abode. 
In the same way, like the sun, You are always visible to those in Your 
abode. Why, then, are You not visible to those now situated in Your 
abodes such as Mathura and Dvaraka?” In response, Krsna says, “If 
the Sumeru Mountain is in the midst of the luminaries, the sun will 
be blocked by it and will not be visible. Similarly, yogamaya is always 
present in My abodes such as Mathura, just like Mount Sumeru in the 
sun’s abode.” Therefore, Krsna, who is like the sun, is not continuously 
visible. At certain periods, however, everyone can see Him. “That is why 
those who are foolish are not able to understand Me, Syamasundara, the 
son of Vasudeva, as being materially unborn and immutable. Although 
I am an ocean of all-auspicious qualities, they eventually give Me up to 
worship My impersonal nirvisesa-svarupa, brahma.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In Goloka Vrndavana, Sri 
Krsna and His pastimes are eternally manifest. Through the medium 
of His yogamaya potency, He sometimes descends with His eternal 
associates to manifest His eternal pastimes out of compassion for 
the living entities in this world. Those who are unaware of this 
tattva are unable to understand this secret. They think that the 
unmanifest, impersonal nirvisesa-brahma is the only Absolute Truth, 
and that Bhagavan, whose names, forms, qualities and activities are 
transcendental, has manifested Himself from that nirvisesa-brahma. 
Such people have been described here as fools ( mudha ) because their 
intelligence is covered by the deluding potency, mahamaya. 

Here, it should be understood that Bhagavan has two types of 
maya-sakti: yogamaya (internal) and mahamaya (external). Yogamaya 
is His internal potency, the svariipa-sakti, which is expert in making 
the impossible possible. And the external potency, mahamaya is the 
shadow of this yogamaya. Yogamaya arranges yoga, the enactment of the 
pastimes of Bhagavan, who is omniscient (sarva-jna) and omnipotent 
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(. sarva-saktiman ). Yogamaya does this by putting Him and His eternal 
associates in transcendental illusion. She also arranges for the jlvas 
who are perfect by dint of their devoted practice of sadhana-bhakti to 
be united (yoga) with Bhagavan. For this reason, this potency is called 
yogamaya. On the other hand, mahamaya bewitches those jlvas who 
are averse to Bhagavan and binds them by the results of their various 
activities. A cloud cannot cover the sun; rather, it is only the eyes of 
the living entities situated on the Earth that are covered and deprived 
of seeing the sun. Similarly, mahamaya cannot cover Bhagavan but can 
only cover the knowledge of the living entities and thus prevent them 
from seeing Him. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “Do not think 
that 1 was previously unmanifest and that I have now manifested this 
beautiful sac-cid-ananda Syamasundara form. This form is eternal. 
Although it is like the self-effulgent spiritual sun of the transcendental 
realm, it remains hidden from the vision of common men because 
it is covered by the shadow of yogamaya. The less intelligent cannot 
understand My immutable form because of this covering.” 

Verse 26 

cfc# TIHdldlfd dTTHRiR xTF^T I 
^fcpsznftrf xr -qc#T Rf cj % R ^xRIR^II 

vedaham samatltdni vartamanani carjuna 
bhavisyani ca bhutani mam tu veda na kascana 

veda aham -1 know; samatltdni - the past; vartamanani - present; ca - and; 
arjuna - O Arjuna; bhavisyani - future; ca - and; bhutani - living beings, 
whether moving or non-moving; mam - Me; tu - but; veda - knows; na 
kascana - no one. 

O Arjuna, I know all the moving and non-moving beings of the 
past, present and future, but Me, no one knows. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: “That maya which cannot bewilder its 
foundation (Me) is called bahiranga-maya (the external illusory 
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potency). Antarahga-maya (the internal illusory potency) does not 
cover knowledge of Me.” To explain this, Sri Bhagavan is speaking this 
verse beginning with vedaham. “No one can know Me fully, neither 
those in this mundane world nor those in the spiritual world, nor even 
personalities such as Maharudra (Siva), who are omniscient. That 
may a which arranges yoga (union) between the bhaktas and Bhagavan 
is called yogamaya. Most people’s knowledge is covered by mahamaya; 
therefore they cannot know Me.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI : One may raise the doubt: “If 
Bhagavan is covered by yogamaya. He must also be in illusion like 
the living entity and have the defect of ignorance.” In response Krsna 
says, “Maya, being subject to My prowess, remains under My control 
and serves Me from afar, in the form of a curtain. This maya cannot 
cause any transformation to take place in Me.” Maya cannot cover 
knowledge of Bhagavan. Sri Bhagavan is again emphasizing this. 
“I know everything in the past, present and future, but even great, 
omniscient personalities such as Maharudra do not know Me fully, 
because their knowledge is covered by yogamaya, what to speak of 
common men.” For this reason, common people do not accept that the 
human-like form of Syamasundara Krsna is eternal. It is not possible 
to understand the fundamental truths regarding Sri Krsna and see 
His pastimes without the mercy and shelter of yogamaya, even if one 
has knowledge of His nirvisesa-brahma or of His partial expansion, 
Paramatma. 


Verse 27 

‘RTTcTI 

TfcfacTrfH TIJ-HW TFf 'TFTR II ^3II 

iccha-dvesa-samutthena dvandva-mohena bharata 
sarva-bhutani sammoham sarge yanti parantapa 

iccha-dvesa-samutthena - born of desire and hate; dvandva-mohena - 
bewildered by duality in the form of happiness and distress; bharata - O 
scion of Bharata; sarva-bhutani - all living beings; sammoham - 
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into complete illusion; sarge - at the time of creation; yanti - enter; 
parantapa - O Arjuna, conqueror of the foe. 

O scion of Bharata, O Parantapa, at the time of creation, all living 
entities enter into complete illusion, bewildered by the dualities 
of happiness and distress, which are born of desire and hate. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “For how long have the living entities been 
bewildered by Your maya?” Sri Bhagavan anticipates this question by 
speaking this verse beginning with iccha. “Sarga means ‘creation’. All 
jlvas have been bewildered since the beginning of creation. Bewildered 
by what? By desire and hate, which are born from their previous 
actions, or karma. They are deluded by the dualities that arise from 
the desire for sense objects that are to their liking and from aversion 
to those that are not. Examples of this are honour and dishonour, 
cold and heat, happiness and distress, male and female. The living 
entities are bewildered by the designations that are delusions born 
of ignorance, such as ‘I am honoured and therefore I am happy’; ‘I am 
disrespected and therefore I am miserable’; ‘this beautiful woman is 
my wife’; or ‘this man is my husband’. In other words, they become 
deeply attached to wife, children and so on. Those with such deep 
worldly attachment do not have the qualification to engage in bhakti 
to Me. As I said to Uddhava (Snmad-Bhagavatam 11.20.8), ‘By good 
fortune, a person who has developed faith in hearing topics of Me and 
who feels neither repulsion nor excessive attachment to sense objects 
attains perfection in bhakti-yoga.’ ” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The jlvas remain bereft 
of knowledge of the Supreme because they are deluded by illusion, 
or maya. At that time, being further bewildered by the delusion 
of duality arising from desire and hate, their aversion to Krsna 
becomes deeper. The reason for this is that the living entity in his 
pure state sees, with his transcendental senses, the eternal form of 
Bhagavan. However, the conditioned soul within the material world 
is overpowered by ignorance (avidya) and remains bewildered 
by duality, which arises from desire and hate. He is then rendered 
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bereft of the proper perception of transcendence. Bhagavan manifests 
His eternal form and becomes visible to the material eyes of the 
living entities on the strength of His spiritual potency, the cit- 
sakti. Even then, such persons think that the svarupa of Bhagavan 
is temporary. They do not have the proper means or knowledge to 
perceive Him, because they are covered by may a. This is their great 
misfortune. 


Verse 28 

%TT cH-rPId WT ^FTFTf Wf^DTFTI 

ft ^rr n ^ n 

yesam tv ant a-gat am pdparh jananam puny a-Icarmandm 

te dvandva-moha-nirmukta bhajante mam drdha-vratah 

yesam - whose; tu - but; anta-gatam - have come to an end; papam - 
sinful activities; jananam - those persons; punya-karmanam - who 
have performed pious activities; te - they; dvandva-moha - from the 
bewilderment of duality, such as happiness and misery; nirmuktah - 
freed; bhajante - worship; mam - Me; drdha-vratah - with determined 
vows. 

Those pious persons, however, whose sins have been eradicated 
become free from the bewilderment of duality, such as happiness 
and misery, and engage in worship of Me with firm determination. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Who, then, has the qualification to perform 
bhakti ?” In answer to this, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning 
with yesam. “When a person’s sins are almost destroyed by pious 
activities, the mode of goodness rises within him and reduces the 
mode of ignorance and its effect, delusion. When he associates with 
My devotee, who is not overly attached to this world, his delusion 
decreases, and he voluntarily engages in worship of Me. Only those 
whose sins are fully destroyed by the practice of devotional service to 
Me have become completely free from delusion and perform worship 
of Me with great determination.” 
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Pious deeds alone are not the cause of bhakti. Sri Bhagavan says in 
Srimad-Bhagavatam (n.12.9), “Although a person engages with great 
endeavour in yoga, analytical study, charity, vows, austerities, sacrifices, 
renunciation and study of the scriptures, he cannot attain bhakti, or 
devotion to Me.” One does not attain bhakti-yoga simply by taking 
shelter of pious activities. This has been established in various ways. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: There are two ways in which 
the conditioned souls (baddha-jivas) attain one-pointedness in bhajana 
to Bhagavan. Firstly, a jiva who is bound by the deluding potency may, 
by good fortune, develop faith in hearing hari-katha in the association 
of devotees, although he is not yet performing bhakti to Krsna. Then, 
by continuously hearing descriptions of His name, form and qualities, 
he becomes free from sins, impediments ( anarthas ) and detached from 
worldliness. He develops fixed faith in Krsna and progressively enters 
exclusive devotion ( aikantika-bhakti ). 

In the second category are the jivas who have not completely 
renounced sense objects but who are also not excessively attached 
to them. When such jivas, by great fortune, attain the association of 
a pure devotee, or a maha-bhagavata, they engage in bhajana, and as 
a result, all their sins, their attachment to sense enjoyment and their 
delusion are removed, and they also develop steadiness in bhajana. 
Having achieved such steadiness, they enter into exclusive devotion. 
The mercy and association of perfected souls and one’s own endeavour 
to perform bhajana are the only means of attaining bhakti. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “Hear from 
Me how one can gain the qualification to realize My eternal form. 
A person with a sinful, demoniac nature does not have vidvat-pratiti, 
or the knowledge to see Me properly. A person who has completely 
eradicated their sins by performing many pious deeds and by 
observing a regulated religious life first performs niskama-karma- 
yoga, worship of Bhagavan by selflessly offering Him the fruit of his 
prescribed duties. He next enters jnana-yoga, the path of spiritual 
advancement through transcendental knowledge, and finally he 
achieves ecstatic absorption in Me through dhyana-yoga, meditation. 
Only then is he able to realize My eternal, beautiful, fully spiritual 
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Syamasundara form. That realization, which comes by virtue of 
transcendental knowledge ( vidya ), is called vidvat-pratiti. Only those 
who are endowed with this realization can gradually become free 
from both duality ( dvaita ) and non-duality ( advaita ) and can engage 
in bhajana of Me with great determination.” 

Verse 29 

TTFrif^T Me&d 4 I 
4 ^4 ^fTP3^n=f ll 9^11 

jara-marana-moksaya mam asritya yatanti ye 

te brahma tad viduh krtsnam adhyatmam karma cakhilam 

jara-marana - from old age and death; moksaya - for deliverance; 
mam - of Me; asritya - taking shelter; yatanti - endeavour; ye te - those 
who; brahma - spirit; tat - that (Supreme Personality); viduh - understand; 
krtsnam - in its entirety; adhyatmam - the nature of the jivatma; karma - 
fruitive action and its result in the form of material existence; ca - and; 
akhilam - the sum total. 

Those who strive for liberation from old age and death by taking 
refuge of Me attain knowledge of brahma, awareness of the pure 
constitutional nature of the living entity, and an understanding of 
the principle of fruitive action, which is the cause of their bondage 
to the material world. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan said earlier that all sakama-bhaktas, 
such as the distressed, become perfect by worshipping Him. Others, 
however, who worship the demigods, degrade themselves and remain 
in the material world. In saying this, Bhagavan is also referring to 
those who are unqualified to perform worship of Him. 

Here, in this verse beginning with jara, Sri Bhagavan is speaking 
about the fourth type of sakama-bhakta. “Those yogis who endeavour 
to stop the cycle of old age and death and who worship Me with a 
desire for liberation are, by the influence of My bhakti, eventually able 
to attain full understanding of brahma (that is, My eternal, beautiful 
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Syamasundara form), adhyatma (the self, or the jtva who possesses a 
body and exists in it as an enjoyer) and the principle of karma (how 
the living entities enter this material world).” 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Bhagavan first explained 
the first three types of sakama-bhaktas , such as the distressed. “They 
initially worship Me in order to attain their desired goals. After 
they have attained these goals and understood that such aims are 
actually miserable and degrading, they become detached from them. 
Finally, by attaining sadhu-sanga, they become successful and attain My 
one-pointed devotional service, or aikantikl-bhakti.” In the present verse, 
Bhagavan is explaining the fourth type of bhakta, namely the sakama- 
bhakta, who desires moksa. “When such sakama-bhaktas achieve the 
association of My pure devotees, they lose their desire to merge with 
brahma and focus on becoming situated in their pure constitutional 
form as the servants of Bhagavan. These sakdma-jnanl-bhaktas are real 
mumuksus, seekers of liberation. Only such brahmabhuta-jnam-bhaktas 
(who have attained the nature of brahma) completely understand 
brahma-tattva, adhyatma-tattva (the living entity) and karma-tattva and 
attain pure devotion.” 


Verse 30 

ITT ^ | 

W'WFfSTq' xT tt f Tf fd^rb^dTI: II30 II 

sadhibhutadhidaivam mam sadhiyajnam ca ye viduh 
prayana-kale ’pi ca mam te vidur yukta-cetasah 

sa-adhibhuta - underlying principle of the gross material elements of the 
cosmos; adhidaivam - underlying principle of the demigods; mam - Me; 
sa-adhiyajnam - underlying principle of all sacrifices; ca - and; ye - who; 
viduh - know; pray ana-kale - at the time of death; api - even; ca - and; mam - 
Me; te - they; viduh - know; yukta-cetasah - with minds attached to Me. 

Those who know Me as the presiding deity, or governing principle, 
of the gross material elements ( adhibhuta ), the demigods (adhidaiva) 
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and sacrifice (adhiyajna), and whose minds are attached to Me, 
remember Me even at the time of death. 

SArARTHA-VARSINL “By the influence of My bhakti, the knowledge of 
those who have realized Me as the presiding deity of creation ( adhibhuta ), 
the demigods ( adhidaiva ) and sacrifice (adhiyajna) remains intact up to 
the time of death. Unlike others, their intelligence is not affected by 
the body that they will achieve in the future in accordance with their 
karma performed in this life.” To explain this, Sri Bhagavan is speaking 
this verse beginning with sadhibhuta. The words adhibhuta, etc., will be 
explained in the next chapter. Only the bhaktas of Bhagavan Sri Hari 
can cross over maya by completely understanding His tattva. Six types 
of such devotees have been delineated in this chapter. 

Thus ends the bhavanuvada of Srlla Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura’s 
Sdrartha-varsinl-tlka (the commentary that gives pleasure 
to the devotees and is accepted by all saintly persons) 
on the Seventh Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-gita. 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sri Bhagavan is saying, 
“Those who, by the power of My bhakti, know Me as the governing 
principle of adhibhuta-tattva, adhidaiva-tattva and adhiyajna-tattva 
can remember Me at the time of death. They are not fearful of death 
because they do not forget Me.” 

Thus ends the Sarartha-varsinl Prakasika-vrtti, 
by Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvaml Maharaja, 
on the Seventh Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-gita. 


418 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Chapter Eight 


4 




•/ v fc 


77i raka-Brafi ma-Yotja 

The Yoga of Absolute Deliverance 


Verse i 

3-|-rM <ic||-c| — 

% cl^ f^WfTcq % ^4 WTPFm | 

3#PTrT 1% ytxbHh^ II ^ II 

arjuna uvaca - 

kim tad brahma kirn adhyatmam him karma purusottama 
adhibhutam ca kirn proktam adhidaivam kim ucyate 

arjuna uvaca - Arjuna said; him - what?; tat - that; brahma - spiritual 
substance; kim - what?; adhyatmam - the principle of the jivatma\ him - 
what?; karma - the principle of karma, action and reaction; 
purusottama - O Supreme Person; adhibhutam - the basis of the gross 
material elements; ca - and; kim - what?; proktam - said to be; adhidaivam - 
the principle underlying the celestial deities; kim - what?; ucyate - it is said. 

Arjuna inquired: O Purusottama, what is brahma (Spiritual 
Reality)? What is adhyatma (the pure self)? What is karma (the 
principle of action)? What is adhibhuta (the basis of this material 
manifestation)? And what is adhidaiva (the principle underlying 
the demigods)? 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the first two verses of this 
chapter, Arjuna raises seven questions. Six of these relate to the factual 
meanings of the six words mentioned at the end of the last chapter: 
brahma, adhyatma, karma, adhibhuta, adhidaiva and adhiyajha. The 
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seventh question is, "How does a man whose senses are controlled 
know You at the time of death?” In this chapter, Bhagavan Sri Krsna 
explains these topics in detail, answering all of Arjuna’s questions. 

Verse 2 

^ Plddlr-H^: II ^ II 

adhiyajnah katham ko ’tra dehe ’smin madhusudana 
prayana-kale ca katham jheyo ’si niyatatmabhih 

adhiyajnah - the Lord of sacrifice; katham - how (does He exist)?; kah - 
who?; atra - here; dehe - body; asm in - in this; madhusudana - O killer 
of the demon Madhu; prayana-kale - at the time of death; ca - and; 
katham - how?; jneyah - to be known; asi - are You; niyata-atmabhih - by 
those of self-disciplined mind. 

O Madhusudana, who is adhiyajha, the presiding deity of sacrifice? 
How does He dwell within the body? And by what means are 
You to be known at the time of death by persons whose mind is 
controlled? 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In this Eighth Chapter, Bhagavan Sri Krsna 
responds to Arjuna’s questions. In doing so, He also describes bhakti 
that is mixed with the practice of yoga (yoga-misra-bhakti ). He also 
describes pure devotion ( suddha-bhakti ). 

At the end of the last chapter, Bhagavan spoke on seven topics such as 
brahma. Now, in this chapter, in this and the previous verse, Arjuna is 
inquiring about those topics, beginning with the words him tad. Who is 
the presiding deity of yajha ( adhiyajha )? Who resides within this body? 
And how can He be known? The answers are given in the following 
verses. 

Verse 3 



TRTT I 

^cWIcft^c^FTt faTFf: ^4 h%TT: II 3 II 
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srl bhagavan uvaca - 

aksaram paramam brahma svabhavo ’dhyatmam ucyate 

bhuta-bhavodbhava-karo visargah karma-sumjhitah 

srl bhagavan uvaca - the illustrious, all-opulent Lord said; aksaram - the 
immutable; paramam - Supreme Truth; brahma - spirit; sva-bhavah - the 
nature of the living entity; adhyatmam - the constitutional nature of 
the self; ucyate - is known as; bhuta - for the living beings; bhava - the 
creation of the material bodies, etc; udbhava-karah - that which brings 
about; visargah - the material existence of the individual soul; karma- 
samjnitah - is known as karma. 

Sri Bhagavan said; Indeed the eternal, indestructible Supreme Truth 
is known as brahma. The living entity in his pure constitutional 
state is known as adhyatma, and the process of transmigrating 
through successive species of life, whereby the living entity 
undergoes birth, growth and so forth, is known as karma. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: While answering Arjuna’s questions, Sri 
Bhagavan says that brahma is that which is imperishable and eternally 
supreme. “O GargI, the learned brahmanas call it immutable (aksara)” 
(Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad 3.8.9). 

Svabhavah: Those who create material bodies because they identify 
their self ( atma ) with their body are called svabhavah, or living 
entities in the conditioned state. The word svabhavah also means 
‘living entities in their constitutional position’, and it refers to those 
who situate themselves in their pure state by cultivating bhakti, thus 
attaining svam (Paramatma). Here svabhavah does not refer to the 
conditioned living entity but to the pure living entity, who is also 
known as adhyatma. The living entity’s cycle of birth and death in 
material existence, or visarga, results in the gross and subtle elements 
creating human and other bodies, according to the consciousness of 
the jlva: bhuta-bhava-udbhava-karah. The cycle of material existence 
is created by the action (karma) of the living entity, so here the word 
karma indicates the living entity’s material existence. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Brahma means ‘that which 
does not perish’. It is called aksara (immutable) because it is infallible. 
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Aksara-tattva is eternally free from destruction and transformation 
and is also called Parabrahma. Here it should be understood that 
only Bhagavan Sri Krsna, the Conscious Reality who possesses all 
transcendental attributes, is Parabrahma. Parabrahma does not refer 
to nirvisesa-brahma, His featureless impersonal aspect. Although the 
word aksara refers to all three features of the Supreme, namely brahma, 
Paramatma and Bhagavan, here it only indicates Parabrahma, or 
Svayarn Bhagavan (Sri Krsna). One should deliberate on Gita 15.16-18 
for a detailed understanding of this subject. This is also established in 
the prayers of Lord Brahma ( Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.14.32): 

yan-mitram paramanandam purnam brahma sanatanam 

Sri Krsna, who is the complete, eternal brahma and whose form is 

composed of supreme bliss, is their friend. 

This is also cited in Sri Caitanya-caritdmrta ( Madhya-lila 19.96): 
aham iha nandam vande yasyalinde param brahma 

I forever worship Nanda Maharaja in whose courtyard Parabrahma 

is playing as his son. 

Adhyatma means svabhavah, or ‘the pure jiva situated in his unal¬ 
loyed state, free from any contact with inert matter’. Svam bhavayati 
means that one maintains the conception that ‘1 am this gross body’ due 
to contact and identification with the body. There is another meaning 
of svabhavah, or svam bhavayati, which refers to the living entity who 
cultivates devotion to the Supreme Lord. Sripada Baladeva Vidyabhusana 
also translates the word svabhavah asjivatmd (living entity): “jivatmanah 
sambandhiyo bhavo - bhava, or existence, in relationship with the living 
entity is called svabhavah.” That same jivatma who has taken shelter of 
the body considers himself to be the enjoyer of sense objects. Therefore, 
the word adhyatma refers to the living entity. 

Visarga means ‘sacrifice performed by offering material ingredients 
for the pleasure of the demigods’. This gives rise to the gross and subtle 
elements, which in turn create the material world in the form of the 
living entities’ gross bodies. This should be understood as visarga, the 
material existence of the living entity. 
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Verse 4 


3#rq?T $Rt ^rrar: 


f cRim 


adhibhutam ksaro bhavah purusas cadhidaivatam 
adhiyajno ’ham evatra dehe deha-bhrtam vara 


adhibhutam - the manifestation of the five gross elements; ksarah - destruct¬ 
ible; bhavah - nature; purusah - the universal form; ca - and; adhidaivatam - 
the original Lord of the demigods; adhiyajnah - the Lord of sacrifice, in the 
form of the indwelling Paramatma (who inspires all to perform activities, 
such as sacrifice); aham - I; eva - indeed; atm - here; dehe - within the 
material body; deha-bhrtam - of embodied beings; vara - O best. 


O Arjuna, best among embodied beings, all that is perishable is 
called adhibhuta, and the universal form is known as adhidaiva, 
the presiding Lord of all demigods. I alone am adhiyajna, situated 
in the body as Antaryami, the indwelling witness, and I inspire a 
person to engage in activities such as sacrifice. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Adhibhuta refers to perishable objects such as 
pots and cloth. According to the Nirukta dictionary, adhidaiva refers 
to the universal form of Visnu, who has authority over the demigods 
such as Surya, the sun-god. “I inspire activity such as sacrifice by My 
partial expansion as the indwelling Supersoul; hence I am adhiyajna.” 
Sri Bhagavan anticipates the doubt, ‘How are You situated as 
adhiyajna ?” and thus He speaks the words aham eva - only I. “Only 
I am to be known in My non-different expansion of Paramatma 
(Antaryami). Unlike the living entities ( adhyatma ), My plenary 
portion, the Supersoul, is non-different from Me. The living entity is 
My separated part ( vibhinnamsa ), and Paramatma, who is non-different 
from Me, is My direct, personal expansion ( svamsa ). Because you are 
My friend, you are the best among the embodied beings.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Here Sri Bhagavan is 
answering three of Arjuna’s questions: 
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Adhibhuta: Gross articles such as pots or cloth, which are perishable 
and which alter at every moment, exist by taking the support of the 
living entities. 

Adhidaiva: The complete cosmic being, or virat-purusa, is called 
adhidaiva, because He has sovereignty over the demigods. 

Adhiyajna: The word adhiyajna refers to the personality who is 
situated in the bodies of the jlvas as the all-pervading Supersoul, or 
AntaryamI, and who inspires action (karma) such as the performance 
of sacrifice. AntaryamI also gives the results of action. The indwelling 
Supersoul is svamsa-tattva , a personal plenary portion of Bhagavan Sri 
Krsna. It is said in the Svetasvatara Upanisad (4.6): 

dva suparna sayuja sakhaya samanam vrksam parisasvajate 
tayor anyah pippalam svadv atty anasnann anyo ’bhicakaslti 

Ksirodakasayi Visnu and the living entity live as two friendly birds 
on the branch of a banyan tree, which is likened to this temporary 
material body. The living entity tastes the fruit of the tree according 
to his activities, while the other bird, Paramatma, is not engaged in 
enjoying the fruit but simply witnesses the living entity’s actions. 

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.2.8) Sri Sukadeva Gosvami also says: 

kecit sva-dehantar-hrdayavakase 
pradesa-matram purusam vasantam 

Some yogis remember that Personality who is only the size of the 
thumb (pradesa-matra purusa ) and who is situated within the cave 
of their hearts. 

The word pradesa-matra has been translated by Sola Sridhara Svaml 
to mean the distance from the thumb to the tip of the first finger. Srila 
Cakravarti Thakura says, “By His power of inconceivability ( acintya- 
sakti), He is situated within the area of the heart as a fifteen year old 
youth.” Moreover, it is said in Katha Upanisad (2.1.12), “ angustha- 
matrah puruso madhya atmani tisthati - the indwelling Supreme Person 
is the size of a thumb and is situated within the heart.” 

All this evidence proves that Paramatma is situated within the heart 
of the ordinary jtva and occupies a space the size of the thumb. For 
His special bhaktas, however, Krsna Himself is situated in their hearts 
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in His form as a fifteen year old youth. For example, the Antaryami 
situated within the heart of Bilvamaiigala is none other than the 
transcendental youth Sri Krsna Himself: 

cintamanir jayati somagirir gurur me 
siksa-gurus ca bhagavan sikhi-piccha-maulih 

Sri Krsna-karnamrta ( Mangalacarana ) 

All glories to Cintamani, whom I consider to be my guru, and who 
has fulfilled all desires. All glories to my guru, Somagiri, and to my 
siksa-guru, Bhagavan Sri Krsna, who has a peacock feather in His 
hair and who is situated in my heart. 

The indwelling Lord, Antaryami, situated in the heart of Arjuna, is 
the same ever youthful Sri Krsna Himself, who is situated on his chariot. 

Verse 5 

3 -|-dcM<v) xT xnF^cT PTFT cb^cKHJ 

^T: wfcT TT ^TlfcT WI: IlHlI 

anta-kale ca mam eva smaran muktva kalevaram 
yah prayati sa mad-hhavam yati nasty atra samsayah 

anta-kale - at the time of death; ca - and; mam - Me; eva - alone; 
smaran - remembering; muktva - giving up; kalevaram - the body; 
yah - who; prayati - departs at death; sah - he; mat-bhavam - My nature; 
yati - attains; na - no; asti - there is; atra - on this point; samsayah - doubt. 

Whoever at the time of death leaves his body while remembering 
Me alone surely attains My nature. Of this there is no doubt. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “How can one know You at the time of leaving 
the body?” In answer to Arjuna’s question, Sri Bhagavan says, 
“By remembering Me, a person is in knowledge of Me, but he can 
never know Me fully in the same way that he may know material 
objects, such as pots and cloth.” How many types of knowledge in the 
form of remembering Bhagavan are there? This is explained in the 
following four verses. 
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Verse 6 

^ 4 cflft ^TTcr ^cRTTI 

rf d^ 4 fd Tf^T H^FTHlfocT: 116,11 

yam yam vapi smaran bhavam tyajaty ante kalevaram 
tarn tarn evaiti kaunteya sada tad-bhava-bhavitah 

yam yam - whatever; va api - anything; smaran - remembering; 
bhavam - contemplation; tyajati - one gives up; ante - at the last moment; 
kalevaram - the body; tarn tarn - that very same (state); eva - certainly; 
eti - one attains; kaunteya - O son of KuntI; sada - always; tat - of that; 
bhava - contemplation; bhavitah - absorbed. 

Whatever one remembers at the time of giving up the material 
body, O son of Kunti, one is sure to attain that same state again, 
due to being always absorbed in such contemplation. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Just as one attains Me by remembering Me 
exclusively, similarly, one attains the state corresponding to whatever 
else or whoever else one remembers.” To explain this, Sri Bhagavan 
is speaking these words yam yam. People are absorbed in a particular 
state of existence due to remembrance of it through continuous 
meditation on it. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: By remembering Bhagavan 
at the time of death, one attains His nature. Similarly, one attains a 
nature corresponding to the other beings and objects one remembers 
[at the time of death], Bharata Maharaja thought of a young deer at 
the time of death, and in his next life he received the body of a deer. 
For this reason, at the time of death, one must not think of anything 
except Bhagavan. To attain such consciousness, it is imperative that 
one endeavour in this direction from the very beginning of one’s 
life. Although Bharata Maharaja was a devotee of high calibre, being 
situated on the platform of bhava, he was reborn as a young deer by 
the will of the Lord to set an example for humanity. Then, in his next 
two births, he completely avoided the association of materialistic 
persons, because he was able to remember his past life. Thus he 
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remained engaged in the cultivation of bhakti. The ordinary jtvas, who 
are bound by the results of their actions, or karma, should take a good 
lesson from the example of Bharata Maharaja and should not commit 
any offence at his feet, thinking him to be bound by the result of his 
karma as they are. 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam also relates the story of Puranjana, who attained 
the body of a woman in his next life, all because he was thinking of 
a woman at the time of death. Actually, whatever we do in the course 
of our lives influences our consciousness at the time of death, and we 
take another birth accordingly. This is why sadhakas should chant the 
holy name and practise pure devotion in this life, so that at the time of 
death, their intense remembrance of Bhagavan will guide them on the 
path of auspiciousness. 


Verse 7 

?PFrT?Tr% wte ^nrnrjFTT wr xn 

IIV31| 

tasmat sarvesu kalesu mam anusmara yudhya ca 
mayy arpita-mano-buddhir mam evaisyasy asamsayah 

tasmat - therefore; sarvesu - at all; kalesu - times; mam - Me; anusmara - 
remember; yudhya - fight; ca - and; mayi - unto Me; arpita - offered; 
manah-buddhih - with mind and intelligence; mam - Me; eva esyasi - you 
shall certainly attain; asamsayah - without doubt. 

Therefore, you should always remember Me and fight. With your 
mind and intellect devoted to Me, you will attain Me without a 
doubt. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The mind is sahkalpatmaka, meaning that it can 
concentrate on a particular motivation. Buddhi means ‘intelligence’ 
and vyavasayatmikd means ‘that which is resolute’. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: “Thus, by constantly remem¬ 
bering My nature as the Supreme Tord and acting according to your 
own acquired nature as a ksatriya, fight. In this way, your determined 
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mind and resolute intelligence will become fixed on Me and surely, 
since you are surrendered unto Me, you will attain Me.” 


Verse 8 



wi 


qnRFTjfTRTI 

^TlfcT ^T#3f^FcFFTM^II 


abhyasa-yoga-yuktena cetasa nanya-gamina 
paramam purusam divyam yati parthanucintayan 


abhyasa-yoga-yuktena - engaged in yoga practice; cetasa - with mind; na 
anya-gamina - undeviating; paramam - that Supreme; purusam - Person; 
divyam - divine; yati - one attains; partha - O Arjuna, son of Prtha; 
anucintayan - while continuously contemplating. 


O Partha, by engaging in this yoga practice of constantly 
contemplating the Supreme Divine Person and not permitting the 
mind to wander elsewhere, one will surely attain Me. 


SArARTHA-VARSINI: “In this way, he who practises remembering Me 
during his life will naturally remember Me at the time of death, and 
he will achieve Me. Thus, remembrance of Me alone is the supreme 
yoga of the mind.” To explain this, Sri Bhagavan is speaking this verse 
beginning with abhyasa-yoga. u Abhyasa means ‘to practise continuous 
remembrance of Me’, and yoga means ‘to fix the mind in such practice, 
not hankering for different sense objects’. When one constantly 
remembers Me with such undeviating attention, he will be able to 
conquer the nature of the mind.” 


SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: It is necessary to engage in 
constant practice in order to attain unbroken continuity in bhajana 
(like the unbroken flow of a stream of oil). One will be able to engage 
the mind in remembering Sri Bhagavan by continuous practice and 
by withdrawing it from other sense objects. By continually practising 
remembrance of Sri Krsna throughout one’s life, a person will be able to 
conquer the distracted mind, thus enabling him to remember Krsna at 
the time of death. This is also stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam (n.20.18): 
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“abhydsenatmano yogi dharayed acalam manah -a yogi should make his 
mind steady by practice.” One may refer to Gita 12.9 to study this topic 
further. 


Verses 9-10 

TF=fFT cPTOT: WcTTcTIKII 

hhhish^h ^cqr httfphh 

^FFTT^T TT cT ^ tcl'^PT II go || 

kavim puranam anusasitaram 

anor anlyamsam anusmared yah 
sarvasya dhataram acintya-rupam 
aditya-varnam tamasah parastat 

prayana-kale manasa ’calena 

bhaktya yukto yoga-balena caiva 
bhruvor madhye pranam avesya samyak 
sa tam param purusam upaiti divyam 

kavim - all knowing; puranam - without beginning; anusasitaram - who 
is the controller of all; anoh - than the subtlest; anlyamsam - subtler; 
anusmaret - one should remember; yah - who; sarvasya - of everyone; 
dhataram - the creator; acintya-rupam - whose form is beyond material 
conception; aditya-varnam - who is self-illuminating like the sun; 
tamasah - to illusion and ignorance; parastat - transcendental; prayana- 
kale - at the time of death; manasa - mind; acalena - with undeviating; 
bhaktya - through devotion; yuktah - uniting; yoga-balena - by the 
power of yoga; ca - and; eva - indeed; bhruvoh - the eyebrows; madhye - 
between; pranam - his life force; avesya - fixing; samyak - completely; 
sah - he; tam - Him; param - Supreme; purusam - Person; upaiti - attains; 
divyam - divine. 

One should remember that Supreme Person, who is all-knowing 
and eternal, who is the Supreme Controller, whose existence is 
more subtle than the most subtle, who is the creator of everyone, 
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whose form is inconceivable, who is self-effulgent like the sun, 
and who is transcendental to this material nature. One who, 
at the time of death, fully fixes his life-energy between one’s 
eyebrows by the strength of yoga and concentrates upon Him 
with undeviating attention and full devotion, certainly attains 
Him. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: It is impossible to withdraw the mind from sense 
objects without the constant practice of yoga. Without continuous 
practice of yoga, it is impossible to remember Sri Bhagavan. Bhakti 
that is mixed with any type of yoga is called yoga-misra-bhakti. 
Sri Bhagavan is explaining this in the next four verses, beginning 
here with kavim. Kavirn means ‘omniscient’. Saintly persons such as 
Sanaka are omniscient, but their omniscient nature is not unlimited 
at all times. This is why Sri Bhagavan is using the word puranam, 
without beginning. Although the indwelling witness, Antaryami, is 
omniscient and without beginning, He does not give instructions on 
bhakti. For this reason Bhagavan is saying anusasitaram, meaning 
that He mercifully gives instructions on bhakti through His personal 
incarnations such as Sri Rama and Sri Krsna. The tattva of such a 
merciful personality is very, very difficult to understand. 

Sri Bhagavan says that He is more subtle than the most subtle. 
Does this mean that He is atomic like the jiva? To clarify this, He 
says sarvasya dhataram. “I am the sustainer of everything, and 
because I am all-pervading, I am of unlimited size; therefore I am 
inconceivable.” Although He possesses a human-like form, He is 
explaining His manifestations, who are non-different from Him. 
Aditya-varnam means that, like the sun, He illuminates both Himself 
and others. He is beyond material nature ( tamasah ) and, although 
He is the master of maya-sakti, He is beyond maya. At the time of 
death, yogis remember Him with undeviating minds. These yogis are 
blessed with the potency of continuously remembering Him, having 
practised this during their lives. How does one attain this stability 
of mind? Bhagavan says, “He attains it on the strength of continuous 
practice of yoga." What type of yogal He answers, “The yoga in which 
the life-air is fixed between the eyebrows.” 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The previous verse mentioned 
remembering Sri Bhagavan at the time of death, and now the process by 
which one can do that is explained in this verse. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “Please listen 
as I explain the process of meditation on the Supreme Person. He is 
omniscient, eternal, without beginning and inconceivable to mundane 
intelligence. He is the smallest, yet He is also the Supreme Controller, 
who maintains everyone. He exists eternally in His beautiful, human¬ 
like form. He is beyond material nature, and because He is self- 
illuminating like the sun, His bodily hue illuminates His form. A 
person who leaves his body, having made his mind steady by bhakti, 
and who fixes his life-air between his eyebrows on the strength of his 
practice of yoga, attains that Divine Supreme Person. This yoga system 
has been instructed to ensure that one’s attention is not distracted 
from the Supreme Person by suffering and pain at the time of death.” 

Verse ii 

^TcFTf cftcTTPTT: I 

yad aksaram veda-vido vadanti 
visanti yad yatayo vlta-rugdh 
yad icchanto brahmacaryam caranti 
tat te padam sangrahena pravaksye 

yat - which; aksaram - indestructible; veda-vidah - those conversant 
with the Vedas; vadanti - speak of; visanti - enter; yat - into which; 
yatayah - renunciants; vita-ragah - who are free from material 
attachment; yat - which; icchantah - desire; brahmacaryam - celibacy; 
caranti - they practise; tat - that; te - to you; padam - state or object 
(worthy of attainment); sangrahena - in summary; pravaksye - I shall 
describe. 

I will now tell you in summary about the ultimate goal, which 
those who are learned in the Vedas describe as imperishable. 
Those in the renounced order who are free from all material 
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desires enter there, as well as those desirous of attaining that 
state and who thus observe the vow of celibacy. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: One may ask, “Can He be known simply by 
fixing the life-air on the place between the eyebrows? What type of 
yoga is this? What is japal What is the object of meditation? What is 
the ultimate goal? Please explain these in brief.” Anticipating these 
questions, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with yad, as well 
as the next two verses. “Omkara (om), the sound manifestation of 
brahma, is aksara, imperishable sound vibration, and it is identical 
with brahma. Those who know the Vedas proclaim this. The ascetics 
enter the syllable om, that imperishable reality. Please listen as I 
explain what this goal is and how it can be achieved.” 

Verses 12-13 

TPTsTPlfa TPWT iTTT ifc T xri 

WTHlfT^Trft II ^ II 

^T: WlfcT cWH TT ^TlfcT WIT TTfrT«T IIII 

sarva-dva.ra.ni samyamya mano hrdi nirudhya ca 
murdhny adhayatmanah pranam asthito yoga-dharanam 

om ity ekaksaram brahma vydharan mam anusmaran 
yah prayati tyajan deham sa yati paramdm gatim 

sarva-dvarani - all the gates of the body; samyamya - blocking; 
manah - the mind; hrdi - within the heart; nirudhya - confining; ca - and; 
murdhni - at the top of the head; adhaya - fixing; atmanah - of the soul; 
pranam - the life-air; asthitah - the situation; yoga-dharanam - for the 
trance of self-realization; om - the sacred syllable om; iti - thus; eka- 
aksaram - the one (i.e. complete and all-inclusive) syllable; brahma - the 
Supreme Absolute Truth; vydharan - uttering; mam anusmaran - 
remembering Me according to the guidance of guru; yah - who; 
prayati - departs for death; tyajan - giving up; deham - the body; sa 
yati - he attains; paramdm - the supreme; gatim - destination. 
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Closing all the outlets of the senses from their sense objects, 
confining the mind within the heart, fixing the life-energy 
between the eyebrows, being deeply absorbed in samadhi upon 
the Supersoul through the practice of constant yoga, and repeating 
the syllable om - which is a sound manifestation of the Supreme 
Person - the yogi attains the supreme destination, giving up his 
body while meditating on Me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: While explaining this type of yoga, Sri Bhagavan 
is speaking the above two verses beginning with sarva-dvarani. “A 
person attains the supreme destination of achieving residence in My 
own abode ( sdlokya-mukti ) by restraining all his senses, such as the 
eyes, from their external sense objects; confining the mind to the heart, 
not desiring any sense object; fixing the life-air between the eyebrows; 
taking shelter of My form by meditating on Me from My feet to the top 
of My head; chanting omkara (om), which is identical with brahma' and 
giving up his body while continuously meditating on the meaning of 
om, which is Me.” 


SArARTH A-VARSINl PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Om is the sound manifestation 
of brahma. It is also said in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (2.1.17) “ abhyasen 
manasa suddham trivrd-brahmaksaram param - one should practise 
the mental repetition of the pure form of the sound manifestation of 
brahma (pranava), made of three letters: ‘a’, ‘u’ and ‘mV’ 

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu has said in Sri Caitanya-caritamrta: 


And also: 


pranava ye maha-vakya-lsvarera-murti 
pranava haite sarva-veda, jagate-utpatti 

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya-llla 6.174) 


pranava se maha-vakya vedera nidana 
Isvara-svarupa pranava sarva-visva-dhama 

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Adi-lila 7.128) 


Pranava (omkara ) is the essence of all the Vedas and it is the maha- 
vakya, the greatest syllable (sound vibration). All other mantras 
have limitations. Pranava is identical with the personal form of the 
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Supreme Lord. All the Vedas as well as this universe are generated 
from that sound vibration ( pranava ). This sound vibration in the 
form of pranava is the essence of the Vedas. It is the svarupa of 
Bhagavan and the basis of the whole universe. 

Verse 14 

3HH-4^dl: TFFT ^ft HT wdcT FTFFI: I 
cTFTIF 4TFFT: FT?! ^FT: II gxII 

ananya-cetdh satatam yo mam smarati nityasah 
tasyaham sulabhah partha nitya-yuktasya yoginah 

ananya-cetdh - devoid of any other thought; satatam - continuously ; yah - 
who; mam - Me; smarati - remembers; nityasah - every day; tasya - for 
him; aham - I; su-labhah - easy to achieve; partha - O Arjuna, son of 
Prtha; nitya-yuhtasya - constantly engaged; yoginah - transcendentalist. 

O Partha, for a yogi engaged in constant daily remembrance of 
Me, devoid of other thoughts, I am easily attainable. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: From Gita 7.1 6 ( jara-marana-moksaya ) to Gita 8.8, 
devotion mixed with fruitive activity ( karma-misra-bhakti ) has been 
explained. And Gita 8.9 (kavim puranam ) explains devotion mixed with 
yoga ( yoga-misra-bhakti) and pradhani-bhuta-bhakti , along with their 
dominated factors, karma, jhana and yoga. Now, in this verse beginning 
with the words ananya-cetdh, Sri Bhagavan is explaining pure, 
transcendental bhakti, or kevald-bhakti, which is superior to all other 
types of yoga. “I am easily attainable for a devotee who continuously 
remembers Me daily, without considering the purity of time, place or 
circumstance, whose mind is not attracted to the practices of karma, 
jhana and yoga, and who does not worship the demigods or strive 
to achieve any other goal, such as residence in the heavenly planets 
or liberation. Such a devotee will not have to undergo the misery 
experienced while practising yoga, jhana and so on. The words nitya- 
yuktasya refer to one who is always hankering for union with Me.” If 
one doubts that Bhagavan will also be easily attainable in the future, He 
responds, “I am always easily attainable for him.” Yoginah means ‘one 
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who is endowed with bhakti-yoga, that is, one connected to Sri Krsna in 
a relationship of servitude ( dasya ) or friendship (sakhya), for example’. 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
quotes Krsna as saying, “From Gita 7.16 to 7.28 ,1 have explained bhakti 
mixed with karma and jnana, which is performed by the distressed 
(arta ), the inquisitive ( jijhasu ), those desirous of wealth ( arthdrthi ) and 
men of knowledge (jnanl). In the Gita (7.29), 1 have explained birth, 
death and liberation. In other words, 1 have instructed you about the 
nature of bhakti that predominates over karma and jnana (karma-jhana- 
pradhani-bhuta-bhakti). From the verse kavim puranam (Gita 8.9), 1 have 
explained bhakti mixed with yoga - yoga-misra-bhakti, or the nature 
of yoga-pradhani-bhuta-bhakti. And 1 have given some hints about 
exclusive devotion, or kevala-bhakti, between these verses just to give 
you a taste. Now, please listen as 1 explain the nature of kevala-bhakti. 
1 am easily attained by such a bhakti-yogi, who is ever united with Me, 
who remembers Me with his mind restrained from attraction to all 
other objects, and who is exclusively devoted to Me. In other words, 
it is very difficult to achieve Me by performing devotion that is mixed 
with karma or jnana (pradhani-bhuta-bhakti ). This is to be understood.” 

Verse 15 

HIHMC'M wfcq WTTqVITPTTfq I 

^TF^ri^T W1R: Tlftfe WTT ^TrTT: || ^ || 

mam upetya punar janma duhkhalayam asasvatam 

napriuvanti mahatmanah samsiddhim paramam gatah 

mam - Me; upetya - having attained; punah janma - rebirth; duhkha- 
alayam - which is an ocean of misery; asasvatam - transitory; n a 
apnuvanti - do not attain; mahatmanah - the great souls; samsiddhim - 
complete perfection; paramam - the highest; gatah - having attained. 

The great souls, having attained Me, do not take another temporary 
birth, which is the source of misery, for they have attained the 
highest perfection. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: “What becomes of those who attain You?” In 
response, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with the word 
mam. “They do not have to take another birth, which is temporary and 
full of misery. Instead, they attain a birth like Mine, which is eternal 
and full of bliss.” According to the Amara-kosa (dictionary), the words 
sasvata, dhruva, nitya, sadatana and sanatana are all synonymous. 
“When I take My blissful, eternal and transcendental birth in the house 
of Vasudeva, My eternal associates (My devotees) also take birth. They 
do not take birth at any other time.” The word paramam has special 
significance. “Other types of devotees attain complete perfection 
(. samsiddhi ), but those who have fixed their minds solely on Me, who 
are ananya-cetdh, attain an even more exalted type of perfection 
(paramam samsiddhim). That is to say, they become associates in My 
pastimes.” Thus it has been established that the devotees who are 
without any other thought than Sri Krsna are superior to the devotees 
who were described previously. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Those who have become 
indifferent to karma, jnana, yoga and so forth, and who have not 
taken shelter of the various demigods but worship Krsna only, with 
exclusive devotion, surely attain Him. They do not have to take another 
miserable, temporary birth but become eternally absorbed in service 
to Krsna, being freed from the bondage of birth and fruitive activities 
(karma). As it is said in the Padma Parana (quoted in Hari-bhakti- 
vilasa 10.113): “na karma-bandhanam janma vaisnavanan ca vidyate 
visnor anucaratvam hi moksam ahur manisinah - For the Vaisnavas, the 
bondage of karma does not exist. Since the Vaisnavas have become the 
associates of Visnu, they are described as being eligible for liberation 
by those who know the Truth.” 

By performing kevala-bhakti, or raganuga-bhakti , the exclusive 
devotees of Bhagavan attain supreme perfection. That is, by attaining 
realization of their eternal svariipa (svarupa-siddhi ) and entrance to the 
spiritual world ( vastu-siddhi ), they are counted among the associates 
of Sri Krsna in His pastimes and engage in service to Him. When 
it is time for His appearance they, like Him, also appear in order to 
nourish His manifest pastimes. 
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Verse 16 

■RPJ^T r[ H fee’ll ^11 

a-brahma-bhuvanal lokah punar avartino ’rjuna 
mam upetya tu kaunteya punar janma na vidyate 

a-brahma-bhuvanat - from Brahma-loka; lokah - the planets; punah - 
again; avartinah - returning; arjuna - O Arjuna; mam - Me; upetya - 
having attained; tu - but; haunteya - son of Kunti; punah - again; 
janma - birth; na - no; vidyate - there is. 

O Arjuna, all planets in this universe up to the planet of Lord 
Brahma are places of repeated birth and death, but one who attains 
Me, O son of Kunti, never takes birth again. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Indeed, all jivas, even those who have great 
piety, take birth, but My devotees do not take birth.” To explain this, 
the verse beginning with a-brahma is spoken. The jivas who live on 
any of the planets up to Satya-loka, the planet of Lord Brahma, must 
take birth again. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
quotes Krsna as saying, “All planets, from Brahma-loka, or Satya-loka, 
down to the lowest planet, are temporary. The jivas from those planets 
may take another birth, but one who takes exclusive shelter of Me as 
the object of one-pointed devotion does not take birth again.” It is not 
said that there is no rebirth for karma-yogis, astanga-yogis and those 
who take shelter of pradhani-bhuta-bhakti. This implies that kevala- 
bhakti is the ultimate fruit, or the perfection, of all these processes, and 
one can become free from the cycle of rebirth by gradually attaining 
this stage of kevala-bhakti. 


Verse 17 

Tilt ^TWTTFTTf TTT^RWer^l ^FTT: lls^ll 
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sahasra-yuga-paryantam ahar yad brahmano viduh 
ratrim yuga-sahasrantarh te ’ho-ratra-vido janah 

sahasra-yuga - a thousand cycles of the four ages (one cycle equals 
4 , 320,000 years); paryantam - comprises; ahah - one day; yat - which; 
brahmanah - of Brahma; viduh - they know; ratrim - his night; yuga- 
sahasra-antam - lasts a thousand ages; te - those; ahah-ratra-vidah - who 
know his day and night; janah - persons (conversant with the Vedas). 

Those who know the truth about Brahma’s day and night 
understand that his day lasts for one thousand cycles of the four 
yugas, and that his night is also of the same duration. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: One may doubt what is said in the Srlmad- 
Bhagavatam (2.6.19): “Above the three planetary systems (Bhur, 
Bhuvah and Svarga) is Mahar-loka, and above Mahar-loka are the 
three planets Jana, Tapa and Satya. These three appear to be free from 
death, contain all the requirements for one’s maintenance, and are free 
from fear.” Some say that Brahma-loka is free from fear, and that even 
sannyasls desire to dwell there. “Does this mean that those residing on 
that planet will never fall from there?” Anticipating this question, Sri 
Bhagavan states, “No, it is not true. Brahma, the master of that planet, 
himself dies, so what to speak of others.” To clarify this further, He 
speaks this verse beginning with sahasra , which says that those who 
know the scriptures understand that Brahma’s one day equals one 
thousand cycles of the four yugas (totalling 4,320,000,000 years), and 
his night is of the same duration. After Brahma’s great life span of one 
hundred years of these days, he falls and dies, but that Brahma who is 
a Vaisnava attains liberation. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
says, “According to the calculation of human beings, one day of 
Brahma is equal to one thousand cycles of four yugas, and his night is 
of the same duration. In this way, Brahma falls, or dies, after living for 
one hundred such years. However, those Brahmas who are devoted to 
Sri Bhagavan achieve mukti. If this is Brahma’s situation, then how can 
the fearlessness of sannyasls who have attained his planet be eternal? 
It cannot be. They are also bound to take birth again.” 
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Verse 18 


3Hoi|Thl«toi|Th<M: Tlcrf: 


d?Nl°4Tb'H;d c £ II 1 


avyaktad vyaktayah sarvah prabhavanty ahar-agame 
ratry-agame praliyante tatraivavyakta-samjnake 


avyaktat - from the unmanifest; vyaktayah - the individual embodied 
living beings; sarvah - all; prabhavanti - become manifest; aha-agame - 
when the day comes; ratri-agame - when the night comes; praliyante - they 
dissolve; tatra eva - at that very time; avyakta-samjnake - into that (state) 
known as the unmanifest. 


All living beings manifest from the unmanifest cause at the 
beginning of Brahma’s day, and again become dissolved into 
the same unmanifest cause upon the arrival of his night. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Those who are residents of the lower three 
planets, Bhur, Bhuvah and Svah, must die in every day of Brahma. 
For this reason, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with the 
word avyaktad. Srlpada Madhusudana Sarasvati says, “In the cycle 
of the creation and annihilation of Brahma’s day, the element sky 
exists daily.” Therefore, the word avyakta in this verse does not refer 
to the pradhana, the unmanifest state of material nature; it indicates 
Brahma’s night. 

From that unmanifest cause, namely Brahma’s night, comes his 
day, which manifests the field for enjoyment in the form of the body, 
sense objects and so forth. The whole world actively manifests in this 
way. Then, at the approach of his night, it is again dissolved into the 
unmanifest cause while he sleeps. 


Verse 19 

'qcBIFT: TT TTcTPT -q^TT qy=IT Uvl)^ I 
TT^TFmScRT: qqqrq^TFFl II ^ II 
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bhuta-gramah sa evayam bhutva bhutva praliyate 
ratry-agame ’vasah partha prabhavaty ahar-agame 

bhuta-gramah - host of beings; sah - that; eva - same; ayam - very; 
bhutva bhutva - having repeatedly taken birth; praliyate - is dissolved; 
ratri-agame - on the arrival of his night; avasah - under higher control; 
partha - O son of Prtha; prabhavati - becomes manifest; ahah-agame - on 
the arrival of his day. 

O Partha, the hosts of living entities who come into being at the 
approach of Brahma’s day are again dissolved upon the arrival of 
his night. They repeatedly manifest at the approach of Brahma’s 
day, being under superior control. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In this way, all moving and non-moving jlvas 
come into being and are again annihilated. 

Verse 20 

qr-RT-Ffra , MMls^Sc^Tbls°dTblrRHIdH: I 

^T: TT Tf% F f^T^rfcT IRo || 

paras tasmat tu bhavo ’nyo ’vyakto ’vyaktat sanatanah 
yah sa sarvesu bhiitesu nasyatsu na vinasyati 

parah - superior; tasmat - to that; tu - but; bhavah - nature; anyah - 
another (or special); avyaktah - unmanifest; avyaktat - unmanifest 
state; sanatanah - eternal (without beginning); yah - which; sah - that; 
sarvesu - even when all; bhiitesu - living beings; nasyatsu - are destroyed; 
na vinasyati - is not destroyed. 

Yet superior to the previously mentioned unmanifest state, there 
exists another supernatural unmanifest nature, which is without 
beginning and which is not destroyed, even at the time of the 
great dissolution when all life-forms of this world are annihilated. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Superior to the unmanifest principle of the 
creator Hiranyagarbha, there is another unmanifest nature, which is 
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eternal and without beginning. That unmanifest nature is the cause of 
this Hiranyagarbha. 


Verse 21 

3H°MThlS$IT ^rdTh-kiHI^: WIT PlfrPT I 
4 W^T H MclrlnT cT^TFT WT WII^II 

avyakto ’ksara ity uktas tam dhuh paramam gatim 
yam prdpyu na nivartante tad dhama paramam mama 

avyaktah - the unmanifest; aksarah - without birth or beginning, being 
imperishable; iti - as; uktah - is described; tam - that; dhuh - call; 
paramam - the supreme; gatim - destination; yam - which; prapya - 
having attained; na nivartante - they (the living beings) do not return to 
this material existence; tat - that; dhama - abode; paramam - supreme; 
mama - My. 

That eternal unmanifest nature is known as the imperishable 
Truth ( aksara ) and it is the supreme destination. Having attained 
that destination, which is My eternal abode and My eternal nature, 
the living beings never return to this world of birth and death. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The word avyakta, mentioned in the previous 
verse, is being explained in this verse beginning with avyaktah. 
That which is imperishable, or indestructible, is called aksara. The 
Narayana Sruti states “ eko narayana asin na brahma na ca sahkarah - in 
the beginning there was only Sri Bhagavan Narayana; neither Brahma 
nor Siva existed.” 

“My supreme abode is eternal. Aksara-parama-dhama [from the 
original Sanskrit commentary] means that My abode is brahma, and it 
possesses an effulgent form.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Having described the tem¬ 
porary existence of all moving and non-moving beings, Sri Bhagavan 
now explains the eternality of the principle, or tattva, of the Supreme 
Controller. In the present two verses, He explains the Supreme 
Eternal Personality, who is superior to the unmanifest creation of 
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Lord Brahma and who is inaccessible to the mind and senses. This 
unmanifest reality is also called aksara-brahma; this alone is the 
supreme destination of the jlvas. Upon attaining that supreme, 
imperishable abode, there is no possibility of ever again returning to 
this material world. 


Verse 22 

TT qT: Wf I 

qrmRT:T2#T ■JTcTlfr %T cTcTHII^II 

purusah sa parah partha bhaktya labhyas tv ananyaya 
yasyantah-sthani bhutani yena sarvam idam tatam 

purusah - Person; sah - that; parah - Supreme; partha - O son of Prtha; 
bhaktya - devotion; labhyah - is attained; tu - indeed; ananyaya - through 
unalloyed; yasya - whose; antah-sthani - situated within; bhutani - of all 
living beings; yena - by whom; sarvam - entire (universe); idam - this; 
tatam - is pervaded. 

O Partha, that Supreme Person is solely attainable through 
unalloyed devotion. All living beings are situated within Him, 
and by Him, this entire universe is pervaded. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “That Supreme Person, who is My partial 
expansion, Paramatma, is attained only by exclusive devotion, or 
ananya-bhakti. Ananya means ‘that bhakti in which there is no trace of 
karma, jhana, yoga, worldly desire and so on’. This is the meaning of My 
earlier statement in the Gita (8.14) ananya-cetah satatam.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: That Supreme Person 
(purusa) described in the previous verse, who is situated in the 
unmanifest stage, is the plenary portion of Sri Krsna. All jlvas are 
situated in Him and, because He is also situated within all jlvas, He 
is Antaryami, the indwelling witness. He can be attained only by 
unalloyed devotion, which is devoid of karma, jhana, yoga, etc. 
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Verse 23 

Wf ^'4T^TrTFTq[ff[ ^cT ^FT: I 

wm\ rf ^rifa < RTc#mR3ii 

yatra kale tv anavrttim avrttim caiva yoginah 
prayata yanti tam kalam vaksyami bharatarsabha 

yatra - at which; kale - time, or path; tu - indeed; anavrttim - no return; 
avrttim - return; ca - and; eva - certainly; yoginah - yogis; prayatah - 
having passed from the body; yanti - they attain (their desired 
destination); tam - that; kdlam - time, or path; vaksyami -1 shall describe; 
bharatarsabha - O best of Bharata’s line. 

O best of the dynasty of Bharata, I shall now explain the different 
paths (protected by the presiding deities of time) by which yogis 
who pass from this world either return or never return. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Previously You said, ‘After attaining My 
supreme abode, the living entity never returns.’ By this statement, 
You established that after attaining Your abode, Your devotees never 
return. Yet You have not given any instruction about that special path 
and how to attain it. The path of arci (the sun-rays) is in the mode 
of goodness, but that special path of which You now speak must 
be beyond the material modes, since Your devotees are also beyond 
the modes. For now, however, I am inquiring about the path that is 
followed by karmls, jhanls and yogis.” 

Anticipating Arjuna’s question, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse 
beginning with yatra. “A person returns or does not return to this 
world, depending on the path that is indicated by the exact time he 
leaves his body. I will now explain that time, or path.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Bhagavan’s one-pointed 
devotees easily attain Flis abode, unlike the karmls, jhanls and yogis, 
and they do not have to undergo the path of material goodness 
( sattva-guna ) which is fraught with miseries. Since the devotees who 
follow that bhakti which is beyond the modes ( nirguna-bhakti ) are 


443 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Srimad Bhagavad-gita 


Chapter 8 


also beyond the modes, their paths and the time of their passing 
are also beyond the modes. The devotees do not have to consider 
whether or not the sun is in the northern hemisphere. The moment 
in which they enter Sri Krsna’s unmanifest pastimes is always beyond 
the modes of material nature. 

Verse 24 

TilH^llrKF WfRTT 

HR WcTT ^ HHT: IR-*II 

agnir jyotir ahah suklah sun-mdsd uttarayanam 
tatra prayata gacchanti brahma brahmu-vido janah 

agnih - fir e;jyotih - light; ahah - an auspicious day; suklah - the moon’s 
bright fortnight; sat-masah - the six months; uttarayanam - of the sun’s 
northern course; tatra - then; prayatah - who depart from the body; 
gacchanti - they enter; brahma - the realm of Supreme Absolute; brahma- 
vidah - conversant with brahma; janah - persons. 

Those who know the Supreme Absolute Reality and who depart 
from this world during the influence of the presiding deities of 
fire, the light, auspicious days, the fortnight of the waxing moon 
and the six months of the sun’s northern course, attain the realm 
of the Supreme Absolute (brahma). 

SArARTHA-VARSINL Here, Sri Bhagavan is explaining how to follow 
the path from which there is no return, ft is said in Chandogya 
Upanisad, “te ’rcisam abhisambhavanti - they attain the presiding 
demigod of the sun-rays ( arci ).” Therefore, the words agnih and jyotih 
indicate the presiding demigod of arci (light). The word ahah refers to 
the presiding demigod of the daytime, and the word uttarayanam refers 
to the presiding demigod of the six months of the northern course of 
the sun. The jhanis, or those who are brahma-vid (who know brahma ), 
attain the Supreme Absolute by following this path. In this regard, the 
Srutis say that they attain the demigod presiding over arci , and after 
that they attain the demigods presiding over the day, the fortnight and 
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then the month, in that order. From the demigod of a particular month, 
they attain the demigod of the year, and then Aditya, the sun-god. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
says, “Those who know brahma, the Supreme Absolute, and who give 
up their bodies at the times of fire and light, on an auspicious day 
and when the sun is in the northern course, attain brahma. The words 
agnih and jyotih refer to the presiding demigod of arci (light), and the 
word ahah refers to the presiding demigod of the day. The word sukla 
refers to the presiding demigod of the bright fortnight, and uttarayana 
refers to the demigod presiding over the six months of the sun’s 
northern course. The only course for a yogi desiring to attain brahma 
is to successively pass through the day, the bright fortnight and so 
forth, at a particular time when the mind and the senses are satisfied 
and joyful. Yogis who die at these times never return to this world.’’ 

Verse 25 

irfTRY’TT fTEOT: WIRTI ^MFFnTI 
cFpT -TFsTTRi' Wllddfjli -g-RT fadcW IRM 

dhiimo rcitris tatha krsnah san-masa daksinayanam 
tatra candramasam jyotir yogi prdpya nivartate 

dhumah - the demigod of smoke; ratrih - the presiding deity of night; 
tatha - and; krsnah - the presiding deity of the moon’s dark fortnight; 
sat-masah - in the form of the presiding deity of the six months; 
daksinayanam - of the sun’s southern course; tatra - at this time or 
by this path; candramasam - to the heavenly planets like the moon; 
jyotih - celestial delights; yogi - the karma-yogi', prdpya - after attaining; 
nivartate - he returns (again to the repetition of birth and death). 

The karma-yogi who departs by the path of the demigods - who 
preside over the times of smoke, the night, the dark half of the 
month and the six months of the sun’s southern course - attains 
the heavenly planets, such as the moon. After enjoying celestial 
pleasures there, he again returns to this material world. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: Now Sri Bhagavan is explaining the return path 
of the karmls. As before, the words smoke, night and so on refer to the 
presiding demigods of those times. A karma-yogi who passes through 
the paths of these demigods attains the heavenly planets such as the 
moon, and enjoys the result of his karma there. He returns to this 
world when the results of his karma are exhausted. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Karma-yogis who pass through 
the path of smoke, night, the dark fortnight, the sun’s six-month course 
in the southern hemisphere and the light of the moon, or who engage in 
fruitive acts with their senses, return to this material world after attaining 
the planets of the particular presiding demigods of these times. 

Verse 26 

Tjcft ^ '■ '^TRcTcl Tfcll 

T^TT iJH: II ^ II 

sukla-krsne gatl hy ete jagatah sasvate mate 
ekaya yaty anavrttim anyayavartate punah 

sukla - by light; krsne - and by darkness; gati - two paths; hi - certainly; 
ete - these; jagatah - of the cosmic manifestation; sasvate - eternal; mate- 
have been accepted (by the sages); ekaya - by one; yati - one enters; 
anavrttim - liberation, the state of no return; anyaya - by the other; 
avartate - one returns; punah - again. 

In departing from this world, only two paths, the bright (sukla) 
and the dark ( krsna), are considered to be eternal. Passing through 
the bright path ( sukla-paksa ), one attains liberation, and passing 
through the dark path ( krsna-paksa), one returns to this world. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Now in this verse beginning with the words 
sukla-krsna, Sri Bhagavan is concluding the topic on the above- 
mentioned two paths. Sasvat means that there are two eternal paths in 
this beginningless material existence. One is the path of light (sukla- 
paksa), by which one attains liberation, and the other is the path of 
darkness (krsna-paksa), by which one returns to the material world. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The above-mentioned paths 
of arci, etc., or deva-yana (voyage through the paths of the demigods), 
are the illuminators of knowledge and are well known by the name 
sukla-gati (the bright path). The path of smoke etc., or pitr-yana (voyage 
through the path of the forefathers) is full of darkness and ignorance 
and is called krsna-gati (the dark path). From time immemorial, these 
two paths have functioned in this world. Those yogis who know 
spiritual reality take shelter of the bright path and, passing through 
the planets of arci and so forth, they attain liberation. On the other 
hand, those yogis who engage in karma to satisfy their own desires 
take shelter of krsna-gati through the path of the forefathers (pitr- 
yana). They enjoy the pleasures of the heavenly planets, having passed 
through the paths of the presiding demigods of darkness and so on, 
and finally they return to the material realm in the cycle of birth 
and death. A detailed description of these two paths is given in the 
Chandogya Upanisad. 


Verse 27 

^TFFT zftrft Tpfa | 

cTTTTcT Tfcfo Wbj 'TFFTrFf IRV3|| 

naite srtl partha jdnan yogi muhyati kascana 
tasmat sarvesu kalesu yoga-yukto bhavarjuna 

na - not; ete - these; srtl - two paths; partha - O son of Prtha; 
jdnan - knowing; yogi - the transcendentalist; muhyati - is bewildered; 
kascana - ever; tasmat - therefore; sarvesu - at all; kalesu - times; yoga- 
yuktah - connected in yoga', bhava - be; arjuna - O Arjuna. 

O Partha, yogis who have knowledge of these two paths are never 
bewildered. Therefore, O Arjuna, always remain fixed in yoga. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Knowledge of these two paths gives rise to 
discrimination; thus in this verse beginning with naite, a person with 
this knowledge, ajhani, is glorified. Sri Bhagavan says to Arjuna, “Become 
a bliakti-yogi." In other words, “Become a person of composed mind.” 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sola Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
quotes Krsna as saying, “Devotees are never deluded because they 
remain fixed in bhakti-yoga with knowledge that is based on tattva. 
Therefore, they know the real distinction between these two paths, 
and they take shelter of the path of bhakti, which transcends both. 
That is, they take shelter of one-pointed devotion, or ananya-bhakti- 
yoga, knowing both paths to be miserable. Therefore, O Arjuna, you 
should take shelter of that yoga only.” 


Verse 28 

rFT:T[ 

^nrn^i 


vedesu yajnesu tapahsu caiva 

danesu yat punya-phalam pradistam 
atyeti tat sarvam idam viditva 

yogi param sthanam upaiti cadyam 


vedesu - in reading the Vedas; yajnesu - in sacrificial performances; 
tapahsu - in performing austerities; ca - and; eva - certainly; danesu - in 
charitable deeds; yat - which; punya-phalam - pious benefit; pradistam - 
is allotted; atyeti - surpasses; tat - that; sarvam - of all; idam - this; 
viditva - knowing; yogi - a bhakti-yog i; param - the supreme; sthanam - the 
(non-material eternal) realm; upaiti - attains; ca - and; adyam - original 
and super-excellent. 

The benefit achieved by the bhakti-yogi, who comprehends the 
truths that I have spoken to you, far surpasses all the results 
achieved through pious activities such as the study of the Vedas, 
performance of fire sacrifices, austerities and charity, for he 
attains My transcendental, eternal abode. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI; The benefit attained by acquiring jhana as 
described in this chapter is explained in this verse beginning with 
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vedesu. Tat sarvam atyeti means that by surpassing the results of 
all these activities, the bhakti-yogl attains a superior place, which is 
eternal and transcendental. 

The superiority of a bhakti-yogl was also described earlier, but here 
it is clarified further. In this chapter, the supremacy of the exclusive, 
one-pointed devotees has been established. 

Thus ends the bhavanuvctda of Srlla Visvanatha Cakravartl Thakura’s 
Sarartha-varsim-tlka (the commentary that gives pleasure 
to the devotees and is accepted by all saintly persons) 
on the Eighth Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-glta. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
says, “If you follow bhakti-yoga, you will not be denied the results of 
any other activity. You will attain whatever results may come from the 
performance of sacrifice, austerities, charity, or any type of knowledge 
or fruitive action, or from studying the Vedas, and you will reach My 
supremely transcendental and eternal realm.” In Srlmad-Bhagavatam 
(11.20.32-33) it is stated: 

yat karmabhiryat tapasa jnana-vaimgyatas ca yat 
yogena dana-dharmena sreyobhir itarair api 

sarvam mad-bhakti-yogena mad-bhakto labhate ’njasa 
svargapavargam mad-dhama kathancid yadi vanchati 

Through bhakti-yoga My devotee can easily attain whatever is to 
be achieved by performing fruitive activities, austerities, jnana, 
detachment and so on. 

In the Mahabharata there is a statement pertaining to liberation, or 
moksa: 

yd vai sadhana-sampattih purusartha-catustaye 
tayd vina tadapnoti naro narayanasrayah. 

A devotee who has taken shelter of Sri Bhagavan Narayana, attains 
all the opulence one attains from the four goals of human life - 
religiosity ( dharma ), wealth ( artha ), sense enjoyment ( kama ) and 
liberation (moksa) - without undergoing any misery. 
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Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura also says that one attains 
all auspiciousness by performing exclusive devotion (kevala-bhakti), 
and that without bhakti one cannot attain anything. Thus, bhakti is 
established as the supreme auspicious process in both the direct and 
indirect statements of the scriptures. This is also stated in Narada- 
pancaratra: 

hari-bhakti-maha-devyah sarva muktyadi sidhyah bhuktayas 
cadbhutas tasyas cetakavad anuvratah 

Spiritual knowledge and the eight types of mystic perfection such 
as anima appear before an exclusive devotee in their personified 
form, like devoted servants, even though he does not desire them. 

In his Bengali commentary on the Sri Bhagavad-glta named Vidvad- 
ranjana-bhasya, Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura writes, “Faith turns into 
nistha, or exclusive absorption in service to Me, when the unwanted 
tendencies ( anarthas ) of a devotee who has one-pointed faith are 
removed by bhajana in the association of My devotees. All sins are 
removed by bhajana that is performed in saintly association (sadhu- 
sahga), even though faith ( sraddha ) may not have fully developed 
yet, even though an understanding of tattva may be lacking, and 
even though doubts about the worshipable deity may still linger as 
impurities.” 

Moods of devotion that are mixed with jnana and yoga and polluted 
by desires for material enjoyment and liberation are anarthas that 
prevent one from understanding the science of devotion, bhajana- 
tattva. One’s bhajana becomes purified of these anarthas to the extent 
that the tendency of one’s devotion becomes one-pointed, and he takes 
shelter of the pure, Absolute Reality, Sri Bhagavan. This is the essence 
of the Eighth Chapter. 

Thus ends the Sarartha-varsinl Prakasika-vrtt i, 
by Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja, 
on the Eighth Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-glta. 
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Raja~Gufiya~Yoga 

Yoga Through the Most Confidential Knowledge 


Verse i 



1R fajIH-Hfed d^llcHI ^^S?THT?T 11^ II 
srt bhagavan uvaca - 

idam tu te guhyatamam pravaksyamy anasuyave 
jnanarh vijndna-sahitam yaj jnatva moksyase ’subhat 

srl bhagavan uvaca - the all-opulent Lord said; idam - this; tu - indeed; 
te - to you; guhyatamam - most confidential; pravaksyami - I shall 
explain; anasuyave - free from faults (non-envious); jnanam vijhana- 
sahitam - knowledge together with realized knowledge, i.e. which has the 
symptoms of exclusive and pure devotion; yat - which; jnatva - knowing; 
moksyase - you shall be liberated; asubhat - from inauspiciousness, i.e. 
from this miserable cycle of birth and death ( samsara ). 

Sri Bhagavan said: O Arjuna, because you are non-envious, I 
shall impart to you this most confidential knowledge, which has 
the characteristics of pure devotion and which bestows direct 
realization of Me. Such knowledge will liberate you from the 
miseries of the material world. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: This Ninth Chapter gives knowledge of Sri 
Bhagavan’s opulences ( aisvarya ). Such knowledge is desired by His 
devotees so they can favourably execute their service to Him. This 
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chapter clearly describes the supremacy of pure devotion, or suddha- 
bhakti. 

In comparison to karma, jnana and yoga, we find that bhakti is 
supreme. In the Seventh and Eighth Chapters we have explained 
the two types of bhakti: pradhani-bhuta (devotion that predominates 
over karma and jnana) and kevala (exclusive devotion). Of these 
two, kevala-bhakti is extremely powerful, and unlike jnana, it 
does not depend upon purity of heart. This in itself substantiates 
its supremacy. Knowledge of Bhagavan’s aisvarya, or opulences, 
is necessary to perform kevala-bhakti. Details of those opulences 
are given in this Ninth Chapter. The middle eight chapters (Six to 
Thirteen) are the essence of Bhagavad-gita and all Vedic literature, 
and the Ninth and Tenth Chapters are the essence of these middle 
chapters. Sri Bhagavan is glorifying the subject matter that will be 
defined in three consecutive verses, the first of which begins with 
the words idam tu. 

“Knowledge that is favourable for liberation, as described in the 
Second and Third Chapters, is called guhyam, confidential. Knowledge 
of the truth of Sri Bhagavan, or bhagavat-tattva, which is essential for 
one who wishes to attain Me, is explained in the Seventh and Eighth 
Chapters. Such knowledge of the fundamental principles of devotion 
( bhakti-tattva ) is more confidential, or guhyatara. Now in this chapter 
I shall explain that knowledge - along with the characteristics of pure 
devotion - which is most confidential, or guhyatama.” 

Here the word jnana should be understood to mean bhakti only. It 
does not refer to general jnana, as delineated in the first six chapters. 
In the next verse, the word avyaya, eternal, has been used as an 
adjective for jnana. By this, the word jnana indicates bhakti only. This 
is because it refers to a transcendental entity. Thus, in this context, it 
does not indicate the jnana previously mentioned, which although in 
the mode of goodness is not beyond the modes of nature. 

In the verse asraddadhanah purusd dharmasyasya parantapa (Gita 
9.3), the word dharma means bhakti only. The word anasuyave means 
that this instruction is only for the non-envious, not others. Vijnana- 
sahitam means, “I shall impart this instruction to you which leads 
to direct realization of Me. This will free you from the inauspicious 
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bondage of material life, which is unfavourable to bhakti. With this 
knowledge, you will become free from all obstacles.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the Seventh and Eighth 
Chapters, Sri Krsna explained pradhani-bhuta-bhakti (devotion that 
predominates over and is mixed with karma and jnana), kevala-bhakti 
(pure, exclusive devotion) and the difference between the two. In the 
present chapter, He is elucidating on the supremacy of kevala-bhakti. 

Kevala-bhakti does not depend on purification of the heart. Bhakti can 
mercifully enter the hearts of even those who are extremely abominable 
and who are gripped by all types of anarthas, turning such persons into 
supremely pure, highly exalted maha-bhagavatas, who are worshipful 
for the whole world. Bhakti is very powerful in her own right. 

The spiritual knowledge explained in Chapters Two and Three, which 
is helpful in attaining liberation, is confidential, or guhya. The more 
confidential knowledge of Bhagavan ( guhyatara ) described in Chapters 
Seven and Eight causes the rise of bhakti. The present chapter describes 
knowledge related to pure, exclusive devotion. This knowledge is most 
confidential, or guhyatama. Only with the help of this most confidential 
knowledge can one attain freedom from the inauspiciousness of 
this world. “This most confidential knowledge, which is related to 
pure bhakti, can bestow direct realization of Me.” Vijnana means ‘to 
comprehend and obtain realization of that knowledge which is related 
to Sri Bhagavan’. 

Sri Bhagavan said to Brahma: 

jnanam parama-guhyam meyad vijnana-samanvitam 
sa-rahasyam tad-angam ca grhana gaditam mayd 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.9.31) 

Knowledge of Me is non-dual, absolute and highly confidential. 
Although non-dual, it has four eternal divisions: jnana (knowledge 
of My svarupa ), vijnana (realization of Me), rahasya (pure, loving 
devotion, or prema-bhakti, for Me) and tad-anga (the means to attain 
Me, the practice of bhakti ). The living entity cannot understand this 
with his limited intelligence. He can only realize it by My mercy. 

My svarupa is composed of jnana. And vijnana, or realization of 
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Me, is one’s relationship with Me through bhakti. The living entity 
is My rahasya, and the material nature ( pradhana ) is all that is 
accessory to My svarupa ( jnana-anga ). The eternal non-duality, 
as well as the confidential eternal difference between these four 
principles, is due to My inconceivable potency. 

Bhagavan also spoke this to Uddhava, His most dear devotee: 

aihaitat paramam guhyam srnvato yadu-nandana 
su-gopyam api vaksyami tvam me bhrtyah suhrt sahha 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (n. 11.49) 

O Yadu-nandana (Uddhava), please hear this most confidential 
knowledge. Although it is extremely confidential, I will speak it to 
you because you are My servant and well-wishing friend. 

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.1.8), Sri Saunaka and other saints 
requested Srlla Suta Gosvami to explain such realized confidential 
truths: 

vettham tvam saumya tat sarvam tattvatas tad-anugrahat 
bruyuh snigdhasya sisyasya guravo guhyam apy uta 

The previous spiritual authorities have also explained these 
extremely confidential secrets to disciples of an affectionate nature. 

Here also, Bhagavan Sri Krsna is imparting this most confidential 
knowledge to Arjuna, knowing that his heart is free from envy and 
hatred and filled with affection. The purport is that this confidential 
knowledge is instructed by a genuine spiritual master, who is fully 
conversant with tattva, only to the type of disciple previously mentioned. 
A similar instruction is given in Svetasvatara Upanisad (6.22-23): 

vedante paramam guhyam pura-kalpe pracoditam 
naprasantaya datavyam naputraya sisyaya va punah 

yasya deve para bhaktir yatha deve tatha gurau 
tasyaite kathita hy arthah prakasante mahatmanah 

The highly confidential principle of worship of Bhagavan is the 
essence of Vedanta. In ancient times, Sri Bhagavan illuminated the 
heart of Svetasvatara Rsi with this same knowledge, being pleased 
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by his worship. Therefore, although this instruction is not for one 
who is not a pure devotee, it can be bestowed upon a sober son or 
disciple who is a devotee of Bhagavan. This instruction should not 
be imparted to anyone else, even if one is moved by affection for 
that person. 

All the confidential meanings of the Srutis fully illuminate the 
heart of that sadhaka - that great soul, or mahatma - who has supreme 
devotion to Bhagavan and equally to his gurudeva. In this context, it is 
worth contemplating Bhagavad-gita 18.54-58. 

Verse 2 

¥cq-^FFT || ^ || 

raja-vidya ruja-guhyam pavitram idam uttamam 
pratyaksavagamam dharmyam susukham kartum avyayam 

raja-vidya - the king, or best, of all knowledge; raja-guhyam - the 
king, or best, of all confidential topics; pavitram - purity; idam - this 
(knowledge); uttamam - the highest; pratyaksa-avagamam - directly 
realized; dharmyam - conducive to virtue; su-sukham kartum - performed 
very' joyfully (without difficulty); avyayam - eternal and imperishable. 

This is the king of all knowledge and the monarch of all 
confidential topics. It is extremely pure and can be directly 
realized. This transcendental wisdom is consonant with the 
principles of dharma. It is comprehended without difficulty and 
is eternal. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Moreover, this knowledge is the king of all 
knowledge. There are various types of knowledge, or worship, but 
hhakti is the monarch of them all. This bhakti is the king of confidential 
subjects, meaning that bhakti herself is highly confidential. Although 
there are many varieties of knowledge, this particular knowledge 
(bhakti), along with realization of that knowledge ( vijhana) is the king 
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of all, because it is the most confidential. Its purity is revealed by 
the fact that by performing it, all of one’s sinful activities are atoned 
for. It is more purifying than knowledge of the self, or tvam-padartha- 
jridna. Sripada Madhusudana Sarasvati says, “This bhakti can destroy 
within the blink of an eye the gross and subtle reactions of all types 
of sinful activities accumulated over thousands of lifetimes, as well 
as their cause, which is ignorance. Thus it is supremely purifying.” 
Pratyaksa-avagamam means ‘that which can be perceived or realized 
directly’. 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (i 1.2.42) states: 

bhaktih paresanubhavo viraktir 
anyatra caisa trika eka-kdlah 
prapadyamanasya yathasnatah syus 
tustih pustih ksud-apayo ’nu-ghasam 

A person who is absorbed in eating achieves three results 
simultaneously: he becomes happy with every mouthful he tastes, 
he attains nourishment as his stomach is filled, and he is relieved 
of his hunger. These three results come to him simultaneously. 

In the same way, a person who is engaged in bhajana of Sri 
Hari simultaneously attains prema, realization of the Lord and 
detachment from sense objects. 

According to this statement from the Eleventh Canto, a person 
attains realization of Bhagavan in proportion to the intensity of his 
bhajana. This jnana (bhakti ) is dharmya, meaning it is not outside 
the bounds of religiosity. Simply by bhakti, a person can attain the 
perfection resulting from the complete performance of all occupational 
duties, even if he does not perform any other religious duties. 

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (4.31.14), Devarsi Narada also says, “Just as 
by watering the root of a tree, its trunk, branches and leaves become 
nourished, similarly, by the exclusive worship of Bhagavan Acyuta, 
everyone else is automatically worshipped.” 

Karturh su-sukham means that one does not have to undergo too 
much physical, mental or verbal difficulty on the path of bhakti, 
unlike the processes of karma, jnana, etc. In the practice of bhakti, 
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which is characterized by sravana, kirtana and so on, only the senses 
such as the ears and tongue are engaged. Since bhakti is untouched by 
material qualities, it is not perishable like karma, jnana and so forth. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The Ninth Chapter describes 
kevald-bhakti, which is beyond the modes of material nature. This 
knowledge, in the form of kevald-bhakti, is the crest jewel of all 
types of knowledge. It is supremely confidential, most purifying 
and experienced by direct perception. It bestows the fruits of all 
other religious processes, it is joyfully performed, and it bestows 
imperishable results. 

Here, the word vidya means ‘worship’; therefore, kevald-bhakti is 
the best of all types of worship. For this reason, it is called raja-vidya, 
the king of knowledge, and because it is the most confidential of all 
confidential subjects, it is called raja-guhya. 

Pavitram idam uttamam: Atoning for one’s sins by giving in charity 
(dana ), offering sacrificial oblations ( yajiia ) or performing austerities 
such as the candrayana-vrata, does not completely destroy them. 
Furthermore, one may remove the results of sins through processes 
such as austerities and celibacy, but there is still a chance that the 
tendency to sin will again sprout. However, according to scriptures 
such as Srimad-Bhagavatam, sins are completely destroyed by the 
performance of exclusive devotion. This is true to such an extent that 
even by the concomitant results of exclusive devotion, all sins are 
destroyed at the root. In other words, even the very desire to perform 
sin is destroyed. This is not possible by processes other than bhakti, 
such as atonement (prayascita), celibacy ( brahmacarya) and austerities 
(tapasya ). This is confirmed in Srimad-Bhagavatam (6.1.15): “kecit 
kevalaya bhaktya vasudeva-parayanah - only by exclusive devotion 
( kevald-bhakti ) can all one’s sins be eradicated at the root.” And also, 
Srimad-Bhagavatam (6.1.16) states, “ na tatha hy aghavan rajan puyeta 
tapa-adibhih - all one’s sins can be removed only by service to Sri 
Krsna’s pure devotees, not by any other process.” 

In Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, the first characteristic of kevald-bhakti 
is described as klesa-ghni, the mitigation of suffering. Klesa-ghni 
means that this bhakti completely destroys all sin (papa), the seed 
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of sin ( papa-bija), ignorance ( avidya), currently fructifying reaction 
( prarabdha-karma ) and unfructified reaction ( aprarabdha-karma ): 

aprarabdham phalam papam kutarh bijam phalonmukham 
kramenaiva praliyate visnu-bhakti-ratatmanam 

Padma Purana 

There are different stages of dormant reactions to sinful activities 
to be observed in a sinful life. Sinful reactions may be just waiting 
to take effect [phalonmukha] , reactions may be still further dormant 
[kuta], or the reactions may be in a seed-like state [bija], In any 
case, all types of sinful reactions are vanquished one after another 
if a person engages in the devotional service of Lord Visnu* 

Exclusive devotion, or kevala-bhakti, not only purifies the gross 
and subtle designations of the living entity, but it also purifies and 
satisfies the soul ( atma ): yaydtma suprasidati ( Srimad-Bhagavatam 
1.2.6). According to the verse atmaramas ca munayah ( Srimad- 
Bhagavatam i.7.10), bhakti is attractive because of the bliss one derives 
from serving Krsna. By this bliss, even those who are satisfied within 
the self ( atmdrama ) and who have no desires left to fulfil ( aptakama) 
are attracted to serving the Lord and thus give up their self-satisfied 
natures. 

Pratyaksa-anubhava-svarupa - direct realization of the svarupa of 
the Lord: 

bhaktih paresanubhavo virahtir 
anyatra caisa trika eka-kalah 
prapadyamanasya yathasnatah syus 
tustih pustih ksud-apayo ’nu-ghasam 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.2.42) 

Just as a person feels satisfaction, nourishment and the removal 
of hunger with every mouthful of food that he eats, similarly, 
prema, direct experience of Bhagavan, as well as aversion to sense 
enjoyment, appear simultaneously within a devotee, even during 
the stage of practice. 

The processes of karma, yoga, jhana, etc., cannot bestow direct 
realization upon the sadhaka as bhakti can. Brahma-sutra also states 

458 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Raj a-Guhy a-Yo ga 


Verse 2 


“prakasas ca karmany abhyasat - bhakti is so powerful that she bestows 
an experience of herself even in the initial stages.” 

Sarva-dharma-phala-prada: By performing bhakti one receives 
the complete result of performing all types of religiosity and also 
attains pure love for Bhagavan, which is the objective established 
in the Vedas, Upanisads and other Srutis. According to the verse 
sarva-dharman parityajya mam ekam saranam vraja (Gita 18.66), 
one who has given up all types of dharma, such as varnasrama- 
dharma, karma, jnana, yoga and all other paths that are followed 
for the purpose of satisfying the body and mind, and who has taken 
sole shelter of exclusive devotion, or kevala-bhakti, by performing 
bhajana to Sri Krsna, can easily and naturally attain the result of all 
these other processes. As it is said in Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.2.13) 
“samsiddhir hari-tosanam - the highest perfection in life is to please 
Sri Hari.” 

And in Srimad-Bhagavatam (n.20.33): 

sarvam mad-bhakti-yogena mad-bhakto labhate ’njasa 

By pure devotional service. My devotee can very easily achieve 
such benedictions as attainment of the heavenly planets, liberation 
or My supreme abode. 

Although the performance of different mundane religious processes 
does not exist in the practice of exclusive devotion, the real nature, or 
dharma, of the living entity, which is to serve the spiritual master and 
so forth, remains present within him. The Srutis also confirms this 
opinion in mantras such as “ acaryavan puruso veda - he who takes 
shelter of a bona fide spiritual master comes to know that Supreme 
Personality, who is described in the Vedas.” 

Devarsi Narada also establishes this in Srimad-Bhagavatam (4.31.14): 

yatha taror mula-nisecanena 

trpyanti tat-skandha-bhujopasakhah 
pranopaharac ca yathendriyanam 
tathaiva sarvarhanam acyutejya 

Just as by properly watering the root of a tree, its trunk, branches, 
twigs, leaves and flowers are nourished, and just as by eating, the 
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life-air is satisfied and all the senses nourished, in the same way 
only by worshipping Sri Bhagavan is everyone worshipped. 

Sukha-sadhya: The practice of exclusive devotion, kevala-bhakti, 
involves no difficulty as do the paths of jnana, yoga and so on; what to 
speak of misery or discomfort. Instead, one experiences happiness. 
Kevala-bhakti is therefore called sukha-sadhya, or that which is 
joyfully performed. Bhakti-sadhana can be performed simply by 
engaging the senses such as the tongue and ears in chanting the 
sweet holy names of Krsna and hearing about His pastimes, or merely 
by offering Him Tulasi leaves and a little water. Prahlada Maharaja 
also gave this instruction to the sons of the demons: “na hy acyutam 
prinayato bahv-ayasah - to please Bhagavan Sri Krsna, who is also 
known as Acyuta (beyond mundane sense perception), one does not 
have to work laboriously” ( Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.6.19). 

While commenting on this verse, Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti 
Thakura says, “Although one has to endure great troubles to maintain 
and satisfy a family, one need not undergo such trouble to please Sri 
Hari. Because He is eternally situated within everyone’s heart as the 
indwelling Supersoul, one need not undergo any trouble to search 
for Him. One can please Him at all times, in all circumstances and 
in all respects, even by serving Him within the mind or by following 
any one of the processes of bhakti, such as sravana and kirtana. One 
can even please Him just by the desire to perform service. Thus, 
there is no pain involved in performing devotional service.” One 
experiences joy even while performing devotional service in the 
stage of practice. 

tarn sukharadhyam rjubhir ananya-saranair nrbhih 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.19.36) 

Sri Krsna is easily pleased by a person who has completely 
surrendered to Him and who has a simple heart. 

It is also said in Gautamiya-tantra: 

tulasi-dala-matrena jalasya culukena va 
viknnite svam atmanam bhaktebhyo bhakta-vatsalah 
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Bhagavan, who is supremely affectionate to His own devotees 
(. bhakta-vatsala ), completely sells Himself to those devotees who, 
with love and devotion, offer Him a Tulasi leaf and a palmful of 
water. 

Aksaya-phala-prada: The processes of karma, jnana and yoga are 
impermanent. After yielding their fruit, or goal, such processes become 
futile and are then abandoned. Bhakti, however, exists in the stages 
of both practice and perfection ( sadhana and siddha ), because bhakti 
herself is not only the practice but is also the goal to be achieved. Even 
in the liberated stage, bhakti is not lost, but rather, it is performed 
purely and perfectly. Therefore, it is permanent and unchanging. 

Verse 3 

3TW1 FTT: TJW WcTH I 

3TOFT Tfl Ih«=|cM ^ri£*UlKc|riflH II3II 

asraddadhanah purusa dharmasyasya parantapa 
aprapya mam nivartante mrtyusamsara-vartmani 

asraddadhanah - faithless; purusah - persons; dharmasya - of religiosity 
in the form of devotional service to Me; asya - of this; parantapa - O 
one who gives pain to His enemies; aprapya - without attaining; mam - 
Me; nivartante - they return (wander); mrtyu - and death; samsara - of 
material existence; vartmani - on the path. 

O Parantapa, those who have no faith in this dharma of devotional 
service to Me do not attain Me. They wander on the path of 
material existence, which is full of death. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna may raise the following doubt: “If this 
dharma of devotional service is so easily perfected, why do people 
remain in material existence?” In response to this, Sri Bhagavan 
speaks this verse beginning with asraddadhanah. The word asya 
means ‘dharma in the form of devotional service’. Asraddadhanah 
purusah means ‘people who lack faith in this’. 
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“The superiority of bhakti is established by the statements of the 
scriptures, but those who are faithless consider such glorification to 
be exaggeration. They reject this dharma due to atheistic tendencies. 
Even if someone renounces the path of bhakti and practises severe 
alternative measures to attain Me, he will not be successful. Instead, 
he will continuously wander on this path of material existence, which 
is fraught with death.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Even after hearing and being 
acquainted with the glories of bhakti as described here, some consider 
those glories an exaggeration and do not develop faith in bhakti. Such 
faithless persons, who do not adopt bhagavad-bhakti, are forced to take 
repeated births in this material world. Sraddha (faith) is the root cause 
of bhakti. One can only attain Bhagavan, who is affectionate to his 
devotees, by bhakti. This is also confirmed in Sri Caitanya-caritamrta 
(Madhya-lila 22.64) “ sraddhavan jana hay a bhakti-adhikari - those 
who are faithful are eligible for bhakti.'’ Furthermore, it is said: 

brahmanda bhramite kona bhagyavan jiva 
guru-krsna-prasade pdya bhakti-lata-bija 

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta ( Madhya-lila 19.151) 

In the course of wandering throughout this universe, that rare 
most fortunate living entity obtains the seed of the creeper of 
bhakti by the mercy of the bona fide spiritual master. 

Sri gurudeva infuses the desire to serve Sri Krsna into the heart of 
the living entities. This desire is known as krsna-seva-vdsana, and by it 
one attains transcendental faith ( paramarthika-sraddha ), which is the 
root cause of bhakti. Those who are faithless and unfortunate do not 
take shelter of this path of bhakti, which has been established in all 
scriptures. They try to attain Sri Bhagavan by adopting other processes, 
such as performing one’s prescribed duties, cultivating knowledge or 
performing mystic yoga and austerities, but their whimsical attempts 
go in vain. Srimad-Bhagavatam (n.12.9) states: 

yam na yogena sankhyena dana-vrata-tapo-’dhvaraih 
vyakhya-svadhyaya-sannyasaih prapnuyad yatnavan api 
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Even though one engages with great endeavour in mystic yoga, 
philosophical speculation, charity, vows, penances, ritualistic 
sacrifices, teaching Vedic mantras to others, personal study of the 
Vedas, or the renounced order of life, still one cannot achieve Me* 

Furthermore, the essence of Srlla Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura’s 
commentary on Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.87.33) is as follows: “Those 
who abandon service to the lotus feet of srl gurudeva, which is the 
primary support on the path of bhakti, and who desire to subdue their 
minds by yoga or other methods, are pursuing futile hopes. They fall 
down into the ocean of material existence, which is full of obstacles 
and various types of calamities.” Sri Bhagavan has also explained this 
topic in great detail in Bhagavad-glta (3.31 and 12.20). 

Verse 4 

ddfad Tfcf I 

TTrPTifc Tf#»Tc#T H W ^MdfklcT: llxll 

maya tatam idam sarvam jagad avyakta-murtind 
mat-sthani sarva-bhutdni na cdharh tesv avasthitah 

maya - by Me; tatam - is pervaded; idam - this; sarvam - entire; jagat - 
cosmic manifestation; avyakta-murtind - by My form which is beyond 
the range of sense perception; mat-sthani - are situated in Me; sarva- 
bhutdni - all living beings; na - not; ca - yet; aham - I; tesu - in them; 
avasthitah - am situated. 

This whole universe is pervaded by My form, which is beyond 
material sense perception. All living beings are situated in Me, 
but I am not in them. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan says, “Only when bhakti is in the 
mood of servitorship (dasya) do My devotees desire knowledge of My 
opulences ( aisvarya ).” To explain this knowledge, Bhagavan is speaking 
seven verses, starting here with the word maya. “I am the cause of this 
world, and I pervade it through My form, which is unmanifest ( avyakta ) 
and beyond the purview of the material senses. Thus all moving and 
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non-moving beings are situated in Me, who am the cause of everything 
and the complete conscious entity. Even so, because I am aloof and 
unattached, 1 am not situated in the created beings, unlike earth which 
is present in its effects (i.e. earthen objects such as pots).” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Parinama: Milk is a pure sub¬ 
stance. In contact with a souring agent, it turns to yogurt. This is called 
a transformation. Thus yogurt is a parinama, or transformation, of milk. 

Vivarta: To mistake one object for another is called vivarta. 
Examples of this are mistaking a rope for a snake and thinking that 
there is silver in an oyster. 

The essence of Sri Krsna’s instruction lies herein. “This universe is 
not a parinama (transformation) of Me, nor is it a vivarta (illusion). I 
have not transformed My existence to become either the individual 
living entity or the material world. Nor should they be mistaken to 
be Me, like a rope is sometimes mistaken to be a snake. 1 am the 
Absolute, self-effulgent Reality. The jivas and the material world are 
also real; both are the transformation of My potency, or sakti. The 
jivas are eternal and have come into existence from My marginal 
potency (the tatastha-sakti ), but the material world, which is born of 
My external, material potency (the bahiraiiga-sakti), is temporary and 
subject to destruction, even though it is also real. 

“The jivas and the material world are transformations of My potency, 
which is non-different from Me; therefore, they are simultaneously 
one with and different from Me. This conception is inconceivable 
(■acintya ), because it can be understood by scripture only and can¬ 
not be experienced by ordinary, material intelligence. Wherever 
one experiences both difference and oneness at the same time, the 
perception of difference is indeed stronger than the perception of 
oneness. Therefore, I am the Absolute Conscious Entity, different 
from both the individual living entity and the material world.” 

Verse 5 

^ ■qcTlfc W ^T^cRTTI 

■qcrjpr xr imn 
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na ca mat-sthani bhutani pasya me yogam aisvaram 
bhuta-bhrn na ca bhuta-stho mamatma bhuta-bhdvanah 

na - not; ca - and; mat-sthani - situated in Me; bhutani - the moving 
and non-moving beings; pasya - behold; me - My; yogam - supernatural, 
mystic; aisvaram - opulence; bhuta-bhrt - the support of the moving and 
non-moving beings; na - not; ca - yet; bhuta-sthah - situated in those 
entities; mama - My; atma - self; bhuta-bhavanah - and the maintainer of 
all moving and non-moving beings. 

All that is created, also, does not actually exist in Me. Behold My 
supernatural mystic opulence! Although I support and maintain 
the entire cosmic existence, I Myself am not situated within it. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Therefore, although all living beings and 
elements are situated within Me, they are not situated in My svarupa, 
because I am aloof from them. If you raise the doubt, This is contrary 
to Your previous statement (Gita 9.4) that You are all-pervading and 
the support of the whole universe,’ then in response I say, ‘Behold 
My extraordinary mystic opulence, which can make the impossible 
possible. This is simply the effect of My aisvarya only. Behold another 
wonderful quality of Mine! One who supports the living beings is 
called bhuta-bhrt, and one who maintains the living beings is known 
as bhuta-bhavana. Although 1 possess these qualities, I am not situated 
in the living entities ( bhuta-stha ). There is no difference between My 
body and Me. The living entity remains within his body because he 
becomes attached to it in the course of supporting and maintaining it. 
Similarly, although I support and maintain the material manifestation, 
and although I am situated in the illusory cosmic creation, I am not in 
it because I am not attached to it; rather, I am detached.’” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: “1 pervade the whole material 
universe. All beings and elements are situated within Me, yet they do 
not exist in Me.” To clarify this subject further, Sri Bhagavan tells 
Arjuna, “Although I am the supporter and maintainer of all beings, I 
am not situated within them.” This principle has also been confirmed 
in Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.11.38): etad isanam isasya prakrti-stho ’pi tad- 
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gunaih nayujyate. This means that the Supreme Controller, Sri Krsna, 
is not affected by the modes of nature, although He presides over 
material nature. This is a most wonderful characteristic of His. This 
act of making the impossible possible is achieved through His mystic 
potency, or yoga-aisvarya. 

Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “All beings 
and elements exist in Me alone. Do not conclude from this that all 
beings exist in My actual self. Rather, they exist by the power of 
My maya-sakti. You, the jlva, will not be able to comprehend this 
fact by your own limited intelligence. Therefore, understand it to 
be My mystic opulence, and know Me as bhuta-bhrt (the supporter), 
bhuta-stha (all-pervading) and bhuta-bhavana (the maintainer of all 
manifestations). Consider My activities to be the functions of My 
energy. Fix yourself in the conception that there is no difference 
between Me and My body, as 1 am Absolute Spirit. For this reason, 1 
am actually completely aloof, although 1 am the cause and basis of the 
material manifestation.” 


Verse 6 

cfFJ: -HcfsHlI WJ 

cTTT TFTTFtt ‘pfr HTP-RHTFpHTVT II h II 

yathakasa-sthito nityam vayuh sarvatra-go mahan 
tatha sarvani bhutani matsthanity upadharaya 

yatha - just as; akasa-sthitah - rests within space; nityam - always; 
vayuh - wind; sarvatra-gah - the all-pervading; mahan - the unbounded; 
tatha - similarly; sarvani - all; bhutani - the cosmic elements; mat- 
sthani - are situated in Me; iti - thus; upadharaya - understand. 

Just as the all-pervasive and limitless wind rests always in the 
sky, in the same way, all of the cosmic elements are situated in 
Me, but I am not in them. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Asahga means, “Although all beings and the 
elements are situated in Me, they are not actually in Me; and although 1 
am in all beings and elements, 1 am not actually in them.” Sri Bhagavan 
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is speaking this verse beginning with yatha to give an example of this. 
“It is the nature of the wind to be always moving, thus it is said to be 
sarvaga. It is described as mighty because its capacity is unlimited. 
Just as the wind is situated in the sky, which is by nature aloof, or 
unmixed [with other elements], simultaneously it is not situated in 
the sky. Furthermore, because the sky’s nature is to be separate and 
aloof, it is not situated in the wind, although it is also situated in the 
wind. Similarly, the five elements of material nature, such as sky and 
air, which exist everywhere, are not in Me, because My nature is aloof. 
They are not in Me, although they are situated in Me. Deliberate on 
this and try to understand it.” 

Arjuna may raise the following question: “You said, ‘Behold My 
supernatural opulences and mystic potency!’ But how is the incon¬ 
ceivable nature of Your opulences and mystic potency proved by this 
example? If it can be explained by an example, how is it inconceivable?” 

In response, Bhagavan says, “The sky, which is inert, is aloof, but 
among conscious beings, it is not possible for anyone other than Me 
to be aloof even if that person presides over the manifested creation.” 

How can He who is the creator remain untouched by, or aloof, from 
His creation? If this can be so, it is indeed extraordinary and proves 
that He is inconceivable. Here the example of the sky is given so 
that common people may easily understand the siddhanta, or correct 
conclusion. Actually, in regard to the Inconceivable Entity, there is no 
real scope for comparison. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The statement “ pasya me 
yogam aisvaram - behold My mystic opulence,” has a deep meaning. 
One can only realize bhagavat-tattva by the mercy of Bhagavan. 
Without His mercy one cannot have darsana of Him. One can see 
Bhagavan only by bhakti , which is the propensity to render favourable 
service to Him. This has been confirmed in Brahma-samhita (5.38): 

premanjana-cchurita-bhakti-vilocanena 
santah sadaiva hrdayesu vilokayanti 
yam syamasundaram acintya-guna-svarupam 
govindam adi-purusam tam aham bhajami 
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Saintly persons whose eyes of devotion are smeared with the 
salve of prema always behold Sri Krsna within their hearts as 
Syamasundara, the embodiment of inconceivable qualities. 

I worship that original personality, Govinda. 

Although Sri Bhagavan is all-pervading, He always exists in His 
human-like feature of Sri Krsna. The sun is always existing in his 
individual, personal form, yet the sun pervades the whole universe 
by its light. Similarly, Bhagavan, by His yogamaya, remains situated in 
His own personal form, and at the same time He pervades all moving 
and non-moving entities throughout the universe. 

Out of His mercy, Krsna gives this clear explanation to Arjuna: “O 
Arjuna, realization of Me is never possible with one’s gross, material 
senses. I am revealing Myself to you only out of mercy. My yogamaya- 
sakti, which is expert at making the impossible possible, is the cause 
of great astonishment. It is only by the help of this sakti that I remain 
aloof from all beings, even while sustaining them.” 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “Souls in 
material bondage cannot really understand this tattva, so to explain 
it with a mundane example is not very satisfactory. Yet, in an attempt 
to make it clearly understandable, I will give you an example. 
Although you will not be able to understand it fully even after serious 
contemplation, you will be able to comprehend something. Sky is an 
all-pervading element, and within it, the movement of the atoms is 
multi-directional. The sky is the substructure of everything, yet it is 
always aloof from the activities of the wind. In the same way, even 
though all of the living entities emanate from and are directed by My 
energy, I, like the sky, remain ever aloof.” 

Verse 7 

TfcbTHrfH cbWh ^fdcf Hlfawi I 

MHTdlPl SBV’Tnft II 

sarva-bhutani kaunteya prakrtim yanti mamikam 
kalpa-ksaye punas tani kalpadau visrjamy aham 
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sarva-bhutani - the five gigantic elements i.e. earth, water, etc.; kaunteya - 
O son of Kunti; prakrtim - material nature; yanti - enter; mamikam - My; 
kalpa-ksaye - when devastation occurs at the end of a kalpa (the life span 
of Lord Brahma); punah - again; tani - those (elements); kalpa-adau - at 
the beginning of a kalpa (the time of creation); visrjami - create; aham -1 . 

O son of Kunti, when the universal devastation occurs, all of the 
universal elements merge into My material nature ( prakrti ), and 
at the beginning of the next day of Lord Brahma, by My potency, 
I again create them all with their distinct characteristics. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The following doubt may be raised: “At present 
it is known that all elements are situated in You, but where do they 
go during the great annihilation ( maha-pralaya .)?” Anticipating this 
question from Arjuna, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with 
sarva. “They enter My maya-sakti, which consists of the three modes of 
nature. Then, after the annihilation, or in other words, at the beginning 
of creation, I again create all of them with their distinct characteristics.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The creation, maintenance 
and annihilation of this material world are carried out entirely by the 
will of Sri Bhagavan. Here the word kalpa-ksaya means ‘the end of 
Lord Brahma’s life span’. This subject was explained earlier. There is 
a great annihilation at the end of Brahma’s life span. At that time, 
all of the elements enter Sri Bhagavan’s external potency, and by His 
will, they are again created by His material nature at the beginning 
of the next kalpa, or day of Lord Brahma. One can refer to Srimad- 
Bhagavatam (12.4.5-6) for further information. 

Verse 8 

W' f^rf T TH': I 

prakrtim svam avastabhya visrjami punah punah 

bhuta-grdmam imam krtsnam avasam prakrter vasat 
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prakrtim - material nature (consisting of three qualities); svam - of 
My; avastabhya - taking assistance; visrjami - I create; punah punah - 
repeatedly; bhuta-gramam - host of beings; imam - this; krtsnam - entire; 
avasam - helpless; prakrteh - by their (previous) natures (attained as a 
result of their past activities); vasat - being controlled. 

Taking the assistance of My material nature, which consists of 
the three binding qualities, I repeatedly create the host of living 
beings who are bound by their previous karma in accordance 
with their individual natures. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna may raise the following question: “If 
You are completely aloof and free from any transformation, how do 
You create?” Anticipating this question, Sri Krsna speaks this verse 
beginning with prakrtim. “Being situated within My material nature 
and presiding over it, I create a multitude of living entities who are 
bound by their past karma, or acquired nature.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: This material world is a 
manifestation, or transformation, of Bhagavan’s inferior energy ( apara- 
sakti). As far as the jivas are concerned, they are His marginal potency, 
a transformation of the jiva-sakti, and they are eternal, unlike the 
material world, which is being constantly recreated. They are simply 
put into the womb of material nature from where they enter various 
species of life according to their previous actions, or karma, and they 
undergo the result of that karma. It is necessary to say at this point 
that all species of life, such as animals, birds and humans, are created 
simultaneously. The modern principle of evolution, introduced by 
Darwin, has no foundation and is a completely mistaken belief. Why 
is it that even after millions of years, no species of life superior to the 
human being has evolved? 

Even after performing His act of creation, Sri Bhagavan 
remains completely aloof from all these activities and without any 
transformation. The jivas and the material world are manifested only 
when His energy is transformed. 
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Verse 9 

H xT ITT T#T «R3spi | 

citil-HlHcKI-HlHJH'HTh 

na ca mam tani karmani nibadhnanti dhanafijaya 
udasina-vad asinam asaktam tesu karmasu 

na - not; ca - since; mam - Me; tani - these; karmani - activities such as 
creation; nibadhnanti - bind; dhanafijaya - O Arjuna; udasina-vat - as if 
neutral; asinam - I am situated; asaktam - detached; tesu karmasu - from 
these actions. 

O Dhanafijaya, since I remain detached, like a neutral observer, 
from My actions such as creation, these actions cannot bind Me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The following question may be raised: “If You, 
like the living entity, perform action, why do You not become bound 
by it?” Sri Bhagavan responds to this question with the present verse 
beginning with na ca. “It is only attachment to acts such as creation 
that cause bondage, but I am not attached. Being aptakama. My every 
desire is satisfied.” 

This is why Sri Bhagavan says udasina-vat. “I remain indifferent to 
all acts such as creation, just as a person who is indifferent to others 
does not become involved in their miseries and lamentations.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
quotes Krsna as saying, “O Dhanafijaya, all these actions cannot bind 
Me. I remain detached from such actions, like one who is indifferent, 
although I am not actually so. Rather, I am always absorbed in My own 
spiritual bliss. Only My external potency ( maya ) and the marginal 
potency ( tatastha-sakti ), both of which nourish My transcendental 
bliss, create various kinds of beings. I am not disturbed by this. 
Whatever actions the living entities perform under the influence 
of My external potency help to enliven My pure, spiritually blissful 
pastimes. Thus, My neutral attitude toward mundane activities is 
easily recognized.” 
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Verse io 

TfifcT: TfWTHTI 

chl-rld 'dJlfeuRcMci l|s>o|| 

mayadhyaksena prakrtih suyate sa-cardearam 
hetunanena kaunteya jagad viparivartate 

maya - by My; adhyaksena - superintendence; prakrtih - nature; suyate - 
gives birth; sa-cara-acaram - to the universe with moving and non¬ 
moving beings; hetuna - cause; anena - because of this; kaunteya - O son 
of KuntI; jagat - the universe; viparivartate - revolves in its cycles. 

O son of KuntT, under My direction, My external potency gives 
birth to the cosmic manifestation with its moving and non-moving 
living beings. For this reason, the material world is created again 
and again. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna may raise the doubt, “I cannot believe that 
You, as the creator of this cosmic manifestation, are so indifferent.” 

Sri Bhagavan thus speaks this verse beginning with mayadhyaksena 
to remove that doubt. Adhyaksena maya means, “I am just the 
instrumental cause. It is the material nature that creates the entire 
moving and non-moving material world. My function is only to 
preside over it, just as the prakrti (administrative advisors) of kings 
like Ambarisa perform the royal duties. The king is indifferent 
and simply represents the kingdom. The citizens cannot function 
without a king occupying the throne. Similarly, the material nature 
will not be able to perform any function without My supervision and 
authority.” 

Hetunanena means This material world is repeatedly created only 
because I preside over it.’ 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Bhagavan is the master of the 
material modes and the superintendent of maya. He is the instrumental 
cause of material nature and He also presides over it in acts such as 
creation. It is only by the inspiration of His glance that material nature 
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can repeatedly create this world of moving and non-nroving beings. 
Material nature receives the power to create from Him alone, because 
it is under His control. Inert matter cannot perform the function of 
creation by itself. Similarly, iron can only burn in contact with fire; it 
is not independently capable of burning without the potency of fire. 
Krsna is therefore the root cause of the material world. Inert nature 
can be compared to the nipple-like bags hanging from the neck of 
a goat; they are for external show only, there is no milk to be had 
from them. 


Verse ii 

3HcMhPt1 ttt q^T qFjqf rHqifisfrPT I 
qT ■qfcrqsTFRTi IIUII 

avajananti mam mudha manuslm tanum asritam 
pararh bhavam ajananto mama bhiita-mahesvaram 

avajananti - show disrespect (due to their illusioned intelligence); mam- 
to Me; mudhah - those without discrimination; manuslm - in a human¬ 
like; tanum - form; asritam - who has taken shelter; param - supreme; 
bhavam - nature; ajanantah - not knowing; mama - of My; bhuta - of all 
beings; maha-isvaram - the great Lord. 

Fools whose intelligence is bewildered by illusion disrespect 
Me when I appear in a human-like form, being unaware of My 
supreme nature as the Lord of all beings. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna may raise the following doubt: “It is true 
that You are none other than Karanodakasayl Visnu, whose form is 
composed of eternality, cognizance and bliss (s ac-cid-ananda), who 
pervades unlimited universes, and who is famous for creating the 
material world by Your material energy. Some persons however, upon 
having darsana of Your human form as the son of Vasudeva, do not 
accept Your supreme position.” 

To remove Arjuna’s doubt, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse 
beginning with avajananti mam. “They deride Me only because they 
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do not know the supreme nature of the human-like form in front of 
you. This svarupa is even superior to that of great personalities like 
Karanodakasayi Visnu.” 

“What is the nature of this svarupa ?” Bhagavan answers, “I 
am bhuta-mahesvaram, the great controller of bhuta (brahma), the 
embodiment of Truth. In other words, I am the eternal embodiment of 
the highest truth.” Here mahesvaram negates the possibility of another 
separate Truth. The Amara-kosa (a Sanskrit dictionary) defines bhuta 
as a substance that is covered by earth (yukte ksmad avrte bhutam ). 

The Gopala-tapanl Sruti says, “Sri Govinda, His form composed 
of sac-cid-ananda, is sporting within groves of immortal trees in Sri 
Vrndavana, and the Maruts (demigods of the air) and I satisfy Him 
with great eulogies.” Srlmad-Bhagavatam (9.23.20) also says, “ narakrtih 
parabrahma - the Absolute Truth appeared in a human-like form.” 

“The eternal, cognizant and blissful nature ( sac-cid-ananda ) of My 
human form is glorified only by My pure devotees who are well versed 
in fundamental absolute principles ( tattva ), in regard to Me, and who 
know that I pervade the entire universe in this body alone. This was 
observed by Mother Yasoda in My childhood.” 

The words param bhavam also mean ‘supreme existence’ or ‘the pure 
transcendental form of eternality, cognizance and bliss’. In the Amara- 
kosa, the words bhava, svabhava and abhipraya are synonymous and 
imply ‘nature’. The word parama-bhava (supreme nature) is also de¬ 
scribed in a more specific way in the statement mama bhuta-mahesvaram. 
“I am the Supreme Controller and the creator of a host of beings such 
as Lord Brahma. Unlike the jlvas, the body of Me, Paramesvara, is 
non-different from Me. I am My body. That is, I am indeed that very 
same brahma. Sri Sukadeva Gosvami, who knows My tattva, states: 
‘He displayed a body that can only be known by the Vedas’ ( Srlmad- 
Bhagavatam 3.21.8). Therefore, Arjuna, persons like you, who are 
conversant with the tattva regarding Me, have faith in this statement.” 

SArARTHA-VARSIN! PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sri Krsna is the origin of all 
visnu-tattva. Nirvisesa-brahma, the featureless aspect of the Supreme, 
is described in the Upanisads as the bodily effulgence of Krsna. 
Paramatma, who pervades the entire universe, is Krsna’s partial 


474 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



R aja-Guhya-Yoga 


Verse i i 


expansion. Sri Narayana, the Lord of Vaikuntha, is His pastime potency 
(svamsa-vilasa). Sri Krsna alone is the origin of all avatarns, He is the 
controller of all controllers and the ultimate Transcendental Reality. Sri 
Krsna is the master of all beings and the only Lord of all the universes. 
He is omniscient, omnipotent, greatly compassionate and capable of 
doing anything simply by willing. Foolish people, however, disrespect 
Him when they have darsana of His beautiful human-like form. They 
consider the form of Vasudeva-nandana or Yasoda-nandana Krsna to 
be mundane and mortal, like that of an ordinary human being. Some 
think that Krsna’s body is material and perishable. They imagine His 
body to contain a soul, and that soul ( atma) to be Paramatma. Those 
who think like this are foolish, because scripture declares that Krsna’s 
body is composed of eternality, knowledge and bliss (sac-cid-ananda), 
and that there is no difference between His body and His self. This is 
evident from the following quotations from different scriptures: 

(1) om sac-cid-ananda-rupaya krsnaya - Yes, let us contemplate Sri 
Krsna, whose form is imbued with eternality, cognizance and bliss 
( Gopala-tapani Upanisad 1 . 1 ). 

(2) tarn ekam govindam sac-cid-ananda-vigraham - It is He alone, 
Govinda, who has an eternal, cognizant and blissful form (Sruti). 

(3) dvi-bhujam mauna-mudradhyam vana-malinam Isvaram - The Lord, 
while wearing a garland of forest flowers, plays His flute, enchantingly 
forming the mauna-mudra with His hands (Sruti). 

(4) Isvarah paramah krsnah sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah - The Supreme 
Lord, Isvara, is Krsna; His form is eternal, all-knowing and blissful 
(Brahma-samhita 5 . 1 ). 

(5) apasyam gopam anipadyamanam - I saw a boy who appeared in the 
dynasty of cowherds and who is never annihilated (Rg Veda 1 . 22 , 
1 . 66 . 31 ). 

(6) gudham param brahma manusya-lihgam - The Supreme Lord is hidden 
by His accepting a human-like form (Srlmad-Bhagavatam 7 . 15 . 75 ). 

(7) saksad gudham param brahma manusya-lihgam - He is directly the 
Supreme brahma, yet He is hidden because He has a human form 
( Srimad-Bhagavatam 7 . 10 . 48 ). 
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(8) yatravatirno bhagavan paramatma narakrtih - ... whereupon the 
Supreme Lord descended in a human-like form ( Srimad-Bhagavatam 
9 . 23 . 20 ). 

Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu instructed a resident brahmana of 
Kasi that Krsna’s form and Krsna’s name are non-different. His name, 
form and nature are all sac-cid-ananda and one in tattva. There is no 
difference between His body and His self, His name (ndma) and the 
possessor of His name (ndmi). Those who think that the sac-cid-ananda 
form of Krsna is material are severe offenders. Sri Caitanya-caritamrta 
explains that amongst all of Sri Krsna’s pastimes, His human-like 
pastimes are the best. Dressed as a cowherd boy, carrying a flute in 
His hand and appearing as a youthful dancer - this form is the most 
supreme and most endearing of all. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “The essence 
of My statements is that My svarupa is composed of eternality, 
knowledge and bliss and that My potency performs all actions by My 
mercy, although I am independent from those actions. It is only by 
My mercy and the strength of My potency that I am visible within 
this mundane world. I am the complete Transcendental Reality 
beyond all mundane rules and, even though I am the personification 
of the Conscious Reality, I become visible in this material world. But 
human beings, who are diminutive in size, give special respect to that 
which is immense and unmanifest. This is due to their conditioned 
intelligence. That feature, however, is not My supreme nature. My 
supreme nature is that although I am completely transcendental 
and have a human-like, medium sized form, by My potency, I am 
simultaneously all-pervading and smaller than the atom. My svarupa 
is manifested by My acintya-sakti, My inconceivable potency. Those 
who are foolish consider My transcendental form, composed of 
eternality, cognizance and bliss, to be that of a human. They think 
that I have been forced to accept this material body by the laws of 
material nature and are unable to understand that I, in this very 
form, am the controller of all beings. Therefore, because they have 
a misconception about transcendental reality ( avidvat-pratiti ), they 
superimpose their limited understanding on Me. However, those 
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who have developed a proper perceplion ( vidvat-pratlti ) are able to 
understand that My svarupa is the ever-existing form of knowledge 
and bliss ( sac-cid-ananda-tattva ).” 


Verse 12 


*rrwn TTTWFTT I 

HIlfHI fecTT: II ^ I 


moghasa mogha~karmano mogha-jnana vicetasah 
raksaslm asurlm caiva prakrtim mohinlm sritah 


mogha-asah - baffled desires; mogha-karmanah - their fruitive work is 
baffled; mogha-jnanah - knowledge baffled; vicetasah - those bewildered 
persons; raksaslm - ignorant; asurlm - demonic nature; ca - and; eva - 
certainly; prakrtim - nature; mohinlm - of the illusory; sritah - take shelter. 

The hopes of such bewildered persons for liberation, material 
gain and the culture of knowledge all go in vain. Thus, with their 
minds distracted, they adopt the nature of the deluded, ignorant 
and passionate. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “What is the destination of those who deride 
Sri Bhagavan, thinking that He has a human body made of mayal” 
Anticipating this question from Arjuna, Sri Bhagavan says that even 
though such people are devotees, their hopes go in vain. Their desires 
to attain one of the four types of mukti, such as salokya (residing on 
the same planet as the Lord) bear no fruit. If they are fruitive workers, 
they cannot attain the result of their karma, like residence in the 
heavenly planets. If they are jhanls, they cannot attain liberation as a 
result of their jhana. So what do they achieve? In answer to this, Sri 
Bhagavan speaks the third line of this verse beginning with raksaslm. 
“They attain a demoniac nature.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: This verse describes the 
destination of those who deride the supramundane, human-like 
body of Sri Krsna, composed of eternality, cognizance and bliss, as 
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described in the previous verse. Their desires, activities and knowledge 
all become useless. Even their minds become distracted and they 
take shelter of a demoniac and atheistic nature, which destroys their 
discrimination. In this way, they fall from the path leading to the 
supreme goal. This is explained in the Brhad-vaisnava Tantra: 

yo vetti bhautikam deham krsnasya paramatmanah 
sa sarvasmad bahis-karyah srauta-smarta-vidhanatah 

Those who consider the body of the Supersoul Sri Krsna to be made 
of the five material elements are disqualified from performing all 
types of karma according to Sruti and Smrti. It is recommended 
that if one sees the face of such sinful people, one should 
immediately take bath with his clothes on. It is said that being 
devoid of discrimination, those with such a bewildered, demoniac, 
ignorant and violent nature must go to the hellish planets. 


Verse 13 


WfqHTri w qisf 


■qcnfcqwrq 11 ^ 1 


mahatmanas tu mam partha daivim prakrtim asritah 
bhajanty ananya-manaso jnatva bhutadim avyayam 


maha-atmanah - the great souls; tu - however; mam - Me; partha - O son 
of Prtha; daivim - of the divine; prakrtim - nature; asritah - taking shelter; 
bhajanti - worship; ananya-manasah - with undeviating minds; jnatva - 
knowing; bhuta-adim - cause of all beings; avyayam - the imperishable. 

O Partha, the great souls, however, having taken shelter of My 
divine nature, know Me to be the original and imperishable cause 
of all beings. They constantly engage in worship of Me with their 
minds fixed exclusively on Me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Those exalted souls who attained greatness by 
the mercy of My bhakti, even though they are only human beings, and 
who have taken shelter of the divine nature (daivim prakrtim ), engage 
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exclusively in bhajana to serve Me in My human-like form. Their minds 
are not attracted by karma, jhana and other desires; therefore, they are 
solely absorbed in Me (an any a-m an ah). Having received knowledge of 
My opulence, such as maya tatam idam sarvam (Gita 9.4), they know 
Me to be the cause of all beings, from Lord Brahma down to a blade 
of grass. They know Me to be eternal and immutable (avyaya) and 
My form to be sac-cid-ananda, composed of eternality, cognizance 
and bliss. In regard to worship of Me, My devotees need this type of 
knowledge, not more. One should regard exclusive devotion, which 
is free from tvam-padartha-jnana, karma and so on, as the topmost 
knowledge and as the king of all confidential secrets.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: One may raise the question, 
“Then who is that person who engages in bhajana to Him, respecting 
Krsna’s form of eternality, cognizance and bliss?” Bhagavan answers this 
with the present verse. Those who have attained the causeless mercy of 
a devotee and Sri Bhagavan take shelter of pure bhakti. Only such great 
souls engage in bhajana to Sri Krsna, who is the embodiment of sac- 
cid-ananda. Such great personalities are very rare. This principle has 
been confirmed in Bhagavad-gita. Such great personalities are endowed 
with divine natures. Contrary to this, there are others with demonic 
natures. It is said in the Padma Parana, “visnu-bhaktah smrto daiva 
asuras tad-viparyayah- according to the Smrtis, the devotees of Visnu are 
called demigods, and those who are averse to Him are called demons.” 

Verse 14 

TTcTrl ^cfcFcff *TI c^RTT: I 

satatam klrtayanto mam yatantas ca drdha-vratah 
namasyantas ca mam bhaktya nitya-yukta upasate 

satatam - constantly; kirtayantah - chanting; mam - Me; yatantah - 
endeavouring; ca - and; drdha-vratah - with determined vows; namas- 
yantah - bowing down; ca - and; mam - before Me; bhaktya - with devotion; 
nitya-yuktah - they with a mood of eternal union; upasate - worship. 
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Constantly chanting the glories of My names, qualities, form 
and pastimes, endeavouring with determined vows, and offering 
obeisances with devotion, they engage in My worship, remaining 
always connected with Me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “You said that they engage in bhajana (worship) 
of You, but what is that bhajana ?” In answer to this question, Sri 
Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with satatam. “They constantly 
perform klrtana of Me in which there is no consideration of the purity 
or impurity of time, place or person, unlike in karma-yoga. Srnrti 
( Visnu-dharmottara ) says, ‘For a person who is attached to chanting 
the name of Sri Hari, there is no rule regarding time or place. What to 
speak of chanting with a contaminated mouth, there is no restriction 
to chanting in any impure state.’ These great souls are yatantah, which 
means that they endeavour with steadfast vows. A poor householder 
may endeavour to maintain his family near a wealthy person, in the 
hope of gaining wealth. Similarly, My devotees develop an attachment 
to the limbs of devotion, such as klrtana, and in order to obtain bhakti, 
they go to an assembly of sadhus. Even after attaining bhakti, they 
practise it again and again, just as one may revise the scriptures many 
times. Those who are steadfast and never break their vow to chant a 
fixed number of names, who offer obeisances a set number of times, 
who perform other such services regularly and who fast on Ekadasi are 
called yatnavan, or persons of endeavour. They think, This practice is 
imperative for me.’ In the phrase namasyantas ca, the word ca means 
that all other limbs of bhakti, such as sravana and pada-sevana, are 
also included in this. These great devotees are called nitya-yuktah, 
meaning that they desire to obtain My eternal association. The import 
of the two phrases kirtayanto mam and mam upasate in this verse is 
that worship of Me is composed exclusively of klrtana and other limbs 
of bhakti. Therefore, repetition of the word mam is not a defect.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: This verse explains how the 
great personalities who were described in the previous verse worship 
Sri Krsna. Srimad-Bhagavatam (6.3.22) states: u bhakti-yogo bhagavati 
tan-nama-grahanadibhih - they incessantly engage in the klrtana of 
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My name, form, qualities and pastimes.” It is stated in the Vaisnava- 
cintamani: 

na desa-niyamo rajan na kala-niyamas tatha 
vidyate natra sandeho visitor namanukirtane 

This bhakti, in the form of kirtana, does not depend on the purity 

of time, place or person. 

The Skanda Purana states, “cakrayudhasya namani sada sarvatra 
kirtayet - the name of Sri Hari, who carries a disc in His hand, is to be 
chanted everywhere, and at all times.” 

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu confirms this in Siksastakam: “kirtaniyah 
sada harih - always chant the name of Sri Hari.” 

An ordinary person cannot become a mahatma simply by advertising 
himself or collecting votes. No one can become a mahatma like this. 
In this verse, Sri Krsna Himself describes the intrinsic characteristic 
of a mahatma. Those who are constantly engaged in hearing, chanting 
and remembering the supremely pure name, form and pastimes of Sri 
Krsna, who is the atma of all atmas, are called mahatmas. Others, such 
as jhanls, yogis and tapasvis, those who engage in pious activities and 
those who consider Bhagavan to be featureless ( nirvisesa ), formless, 
or impersonal ( nirakara ) and devoid of potency ( nihsaktika ), are 
not addressed as mahatma in the Bhagavad-gita. Any person in any 
asrama, be he a brahmacari, a grhastha or a sannyasi, can become a 
real mahatma by taking shelter of a bona fide guru and by cultivating 
devotion to Sri Krsna. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, u Mahatmas, 
who understand Me properly, always perform kirtana of My name, 
form, qualities and pastimes. That is, they follow the nine limbs of 
bhakti - such as hearing and chanting - with determined vows, in 
order to attain eternal service to My eternal, all-cognizant and all¬ 
blissful Syamasundara form. They perform all activities - bodily, 
mental, social or spiritual - with the sole determination of pleasing 
Me. They surrender to Me by the process of bhakti-yoga even while 
living in this material world. This ensures that their minds do not 
become disturbed by materialistic activities.” 
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Verse 15 

I 

IJchr^lH ^TT ^Rcf?ffWTT II ^ II 

jnana-yajhena capy anye yajanto mam upasate 
ekatvena prthaktvena bahudha visvato-mukham 

jnana-yajnena - through the culture of knowledge; ca - and; api - 
however; anye - others; yajantah - worship; mam - Me; upasate - worship; 
ekatvena - through the monistic conception; prthaktvena - with a 
conception of duality; bahudha - with the conception of many gods; 
visvatah-mukham - with the concept of the universal form. 

There are others who engage in sacrifice ( yajha) by cultivating 
knowledge. Some worship Me with a conception of oneness, some 
with a conception of duality, some through the forms of various 
demigods, and some worship Me as the universal form. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In this chapter and in previous chapters, only 
exclusive devotees, those in whom there is no trace of karma, jhana, 
yoga, worldly desire and so on, have been referred to as mahatmas. It 
has been shown that such devotees are superior to all other types of 
devotees, such as those seeking relief from distress. Now Sri Bhagavan 
is speaking about the other three types of devotees who were not 
described earlier and who fall into a different category. They are 
ahaiigraha-upasakas, those who identify themselves with their object 
of worship. The pratlka-upasakas worship the demigods, considering 
them to be Supreme, but in fact those demigods are simply potencies 
of the Lord. The visvarupa-upasakas worship the universal or cosmic 
form of the Lord. None of them are mahatmas because they are unable 
to perform the sadhana described previously (Gita 9.14). 

The three meanings of jhana-yajha are described in the Srutis: 

(1) “O Deva-purusa, Master of all opulences! Whatever You are, I am 
that, and whatever I am, You are also that.” This is ahangraha- 
upasana, and some jnanis engage in the worship of Paramesvara by 
this. Here, the word ca has been used to mean evam (also) and api 
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has been used in the sense of ‘giving up all other processes’. The 
word ekatvena (oneness) means ‘thinking that the worshipper is 
one with the worshipable’. In the Tantra it is said, “nadevo devam 
arcayet - one who is not a demigod oneself cannot worship a 
demigod.” Ahangraha-upasana means to worship Gopala with the 
feeling “I am Gopala.” 

(2) Inferior to this type of worship is prthaktvena (worship in duality), 
wherein the worshippers engage in sacrifice in the form of pratlka- 
upasana. The Srutis state, ‘The sun is brahma; this alone is the 
instruction.’ This is the explanation of Srlpada Madhusudana 
Sarasvati. 

Some worshippers think that the Supreme Tord Visnu is the sun, 
and that there is no sun other than Him; that He Himself is Indra, 
and there is no other Indra; and that He is Soma, and there is no 
other Soma. This type of worship, in which the vibhutis (opulences) 
are seen as being Bhagavan in different forms, is called pratlka- 
upasana. 

(3) To worship all the vibhutis with the knowledge that Visnu 
is everything is called visvarupa-upasana. “Those who have 
less intelligence worship My universal form in various ways, 
considering Me to be the soul of everything.” 

In this way, jnana-yajna has three divisions. Sometimes, the 
oneness of the worshipper with the object of worship ( ekatvena) 
and the worship of Sri Bhagavan’s vibhutis as being different from 
Bhagavan ( prthaktvena ) are placed in one category, because they 
are almost the same. For example, in ahangraha-upasana is the 
mentality “I am Gopala” and also “I am the servant of Gopala.” 
These two types of feelings are likened to a river that is approaching 
the ocean. The river is different from the ocean, yet it is also non- 
different. Therefore, jnana-yajna is of two types when categorized 
in this way. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The superior position of 
the exclusive, or one-pointed, devotees is apparent when they are 
compared to certain devotees, such as those who approach the Tord 
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out of distress ( arta ). An ananya-bhakta can be addressed as mahatma, 
exalted soul. Having stated this, Sri Bhagavan then explains three 
other types of worshippers who are inferior to them. These three types 
of worshippers are unable to perform the sadhana of the exclusive, 
one-pointed devotees, so they worship Sri Bhagavan by the sacrifice 
of knowledge endowed with bhakti, which is predominated by karma 
and so forth ( guni-bhuta-bhakti ), and they deliberate on the reality of 
ekatvena (oneness), prthaktvena (difference, duality) and bahudha, or 
visvatomukham (the universal form). 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “O Arjuna, 
superior to those devotees who approach Me out of distress are the 
exclusive devotees who are known as mahatmas. I have described 
the devotees who approach Me, in various ways, out of distress. Now 
I will explain the three other types of devotees who are inferior to 
them and whom I have not yet mentioned. Learned scholars call these 
three types of worshippers ahangraha-upasaka, pratlka-upasaka and 
visvarupa-upasaka. 

‘Ahangraha-upasakas are superior to the other two. They call 
themselves ‘Bhagavan’ and with this ego, they perform worship. This 
mentality, or egoism, is one type ofyajna for worshipping Paramesvara. 
The ahangraha-upasakas worship brahma, the featureless aspect of the 
Absolute, while performing this yajna with a conception of oneness 
with brahma. Pratlka-upasakas are inferior to them. They think of 
themselves as separate from Bhagavan and they worship the sun, 
Indra, etc., but without the understanding that the sun and Indra 
are only Sri Bhagavan’s opulences, or vibhutis. Those who are even 
less intelligent worship Sri Bhagavan in the form of visvarupa (the 
universal form). Thus, jnana-yajna is of three types.” 


Verses 16-19 

sbd i4 

TFT HTHT %TTcTT fading: I 

TPT^PTFFR TTPT xT||^| 
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TTfcT^fcTf PR: TfisR FIRR: wf ^?TI 

: WFT: sfRTqSTRq II ^ II 

crtjr^ ri 

3rg?r q^-oxii^H^H mu 

aham kratur aham yajnah svadhciham aham ausadham 
mantro ’ham aham evajyam aham agnir aham hutam 

pitaham asya jagato mdtd dhata pitdmahah 
vedyam pavitram omkara rk sama yajur eva ca 

gatir bharta prabhuh saksl nivasah saranam suhrt 
prabhavah pralayah sthanam nidhanam bljam avyayam 

tapamy aham aham varsam nigrhnamy utsrjami ca 
amrtam caiva mrtyus ca sad asac caham arjuna 

aham kratuh - I am the agnistoma ritual; aham yajnah - I am the smarta- 
yajna (such as vaisva-deva); svadha aham - I am the srnddha (offering 
to the forefathers); aham ausadham - I am the medicinal herbs; mantrah 
aham - I am the mantra', aham - I am; eva - certainly; ajyam - the ghee; 
aham agnih - I am the fire; aham hutam - I am the offering in the fire; 
pita aham - I am the father; asya - of this; jagatah - universe; mdtd - the 
mother; dhata - supporter; pita-mahah - and the grandfather; vedyam - I 
am worthy to be known; pavitram - the purifier; om-karah - I am the 
syllable om; rk sama yajuh - the Rg, Sama and Yajur Vedas' eva - certainly; 
ca - and; gatih - the fruit of karma', bharta - the sustainer; prabhuh - 
the controller and master; saksl - the witness of good and bad actions; 
nivasah - the abode; saranam - the protector; suhrt - the well-wisher; 
prabhavah - the creator; pralayah - the destroyer; sthanam - foundation; 
nidhanam - the place of rest; bljam - cause; avyayam - the imperishable; 
tapami aham - I cause heat; aham - I; varsam - rain; nigrhnami - I 
withhold; utsrjami - release; ca - and; amrtam - liberation; ca - as well 
as; eva - I am certainly; mrtyuh - death; ca - and; sat - subtle spirit; 
asat - gross matter; ca - and; aham - I; arjuna - O Arjuna. 

O Arjuna, I am the Vedic rituals such as agnistoma, I am the smarta- 
yajnas such as vaisva-deva, and I am sraddha, the oblation of grain 
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made to the forefathers. I am the potency of the healing herb, the 
mantra, the ghee, the fire and I am homa, or yajna. I am the mother, 
the father, the maintainer and the grandsire of the universe. I am 
the object of knowledge and the purifier. I am the syllable orii and 
I am also the Rg, Yajur and Sdma Vedas. I am destiny in the form 
of the fruit of karma, the sustainer, the Lord, the witness, the 
abode, the refuge and the dearest well-wishing friend. I am the 
creation, the dissolution, the basis, the foundation, the resting 
place and the eternal cause, or the inexhaustible seed. I give heat 
and I withhold and release the rain. I am immortality and I am 
death personified. I am the cause of everything and also the effect, 
and I am both spirit and matter. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Why do people worship You in various ways?” 
Anticipating this question, in this and the next three verses, Sri 
Bhagavan is giving the details of His nature in which he explains that 
everything within the universe is He and He alone. In other words, He 
is describing His cosmic form. The word kratuh means sacrifices such 
as agnistoma that are prescribed in the Vedas, as well as yajnas such 
as vaisva-deva, which are described in the Smrtis of the smartas. The 
word ausadham means ‘that which is produced from ausadhi, herbs 
that have medicinal benefit’. The word pita signifies that because He 
is the ingredient material cause of the universe, either individually 
or collectively, He is the father. The word mata means that because 
He holds the universe in His womb, He is the mother. He maintains 
the universe and nourishes it; therefore He is dhata, the sustainer. 
And since He is the father of Brahma, who is the creator of this 
universe, He is the grandfather. The word vedyam means ‘the object 
of knowledge’ and pavitram means ‘that which purifies’. The word gati 
means ‘fruit, in the sense of result’. Bharta means ‘the husband or 
protector’, prabhuh means ‘the controller’, safes! means ‘the witness of 
auspicious and inauspicious activities’ and nivasah means ‘the abode’. 
Saranam means ‘one who delivers others from calamities’ and suhrt 
means ‘one who does welfare work without any motive’. Prabhavah 
means, ‘Only I perform the actions of creation, destruction and 
maintenance.’ Nidhanam means, ‘I am the treasure, being endowed 
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with lotus, conch shell, club and disc.’ The word blja means ‘the cause, 
or seed’. Avyayam means ‘I am not, however, perishable like seeds of 
rice. I am imperishable, eternal and unchanging. I provide heat in the 
summer season in the form of the sun. f award the rains in the rainy 
season. 1 am amrta - liberation, mrtyu - the cycle of birth and death, 
sat - subtle substance, or spirit, and asat - gross matter. Knowing Me 
in this way, they worship Me in My universal form.’ This is how this 
verse relates to the previous one. 

Verse 20 

’Ifersn ht TrWrr: qjrqrm 

wffrT I 

3T^#vT fc°TFT <^rqfrTFT IRo || 

trai-vidya mam soma-pah puta-papa 
yajhair istva svar-gatim prarthayante 
te punyam asadya surendra-lokam 
asnanti divyan divi deva-bhogan 

trai-vidyah - those who are absorbed in fruitive work through the karma- 
kanda portions of the three Vedas; mam - Me (in the form of Indra); soma- 
pah - drink the remnants of sacrifice as soma-rasa', puta-papah - being 
freed from sinful reaction; yajnaih - through sacrifices; istva - having 
worshipped; svah-gatim - for the destination of the heavenly planets; 
prarthayante - they pray; te - they; punyam - in the form of pious merit; 
asadya - upon achieving; sura-indra-lokam - and the planet of Indra; 
asnanti - enjoy; divyan - divine; divi - in heaven; deva-bhogan - godly 
delights. 

Those who are devoted to fruitive activity as described in the three 
Vedas worship Me as Indra or other demigods by performing 
yajha. Having become free from sins by drinking the soma juice, 
the remnants of the yajha, they pray for entrance into the heavenly 
planets. When they attain the planet of Indra by virtue of their 
pious deeds, they enjoy the celestial pleasures of the demigods. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: “In this way, these three types of devotees who 
perform worship attain liberation, or mukti, knowing only Me to be 
Paramesvara, but those who are fruitive workers ( karmls ) do not 
attain mukti." To explain this, Sri Bhagavan speaks two consecutive 
verses beginning with trai-vidya. “Those who know the science of the 
three Vedas - Rg, Yajur and Sama - and who are devoted to the actions 
(karma) prescribed in them worship Me indirectly by the performance 
of sacrifice. Even though they do not know that demigods such as 
Indra are My form, they worship Me in the form of Indra and so forth 
and drink soma juice, the remnants of sacrifice. Those who take this 
soma juice attain piety and enjoy celestial pleasures.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sola Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
quotes Krsna as saying, “Only when there is some scent of bhakti in 
these three types of worship does the living entity begin worshipping 
Me in the form of Paramesvara. He will gradually give up the 
impurities of mixed worship and attain liberation ( moksa ) in the form 
of My suddha-bhakti. If the worshipper abandons the false conception 
of himself as being Bhagavan, as in the ahangraha-upasana process, he 
can gradually attain pure bhakti by properly deliberating on bhakti. The 
idea in the pratika-upasana process that other demigods are Bhagavan 
can also gradually culminate in realization of My svariipa, composed 
of eternality, cognizance and concentrated bliss, by deliberating on 
tattva in the association of saintly persons. The unsteady knowledge 
of Paramatma in the process of visvarupa-upasana can also be 
removed by gradually realizing My svariipa. The worshipper can then 
concentrate on My human-like sac-cid-ananda feature. 

“But if a person who performs one of these three types of worship 
persists in his attraction for karma and jnana, which is a symptom of 
his aversion to Me, he cannot attain all-auspicious bhakti. Because of 
their aversion to Me, those who identify themselves with their object 
of worship ( ahangraha-upasaka ) gradually fall into the network of 
illusory mayavada reasoning. The pratika-upasakas become bound by 
the laws of karma prescribed in the Rg, Sama and Yajur Vedas. Having 
studied these three types of Vedic knowledge, which give instruction 
on karma, they become freed from sin by drinking soma, the heavenly 
nectar. They worship Me by sacrifice and pray to attain the heavenly 
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planets of the demigods as a result of their pious deeds. Thus they 
attain the divine pleasures of the demigods.” 

Verse 21 

^ rf ■qyFrSrr wfvffej t^TIeT 

^TcTFTrf WlWTT II ^ II 

te tarn bhuktva svarga-lokam visalam 
ksine punye martya-lokam visanti 
evam trayl-dharmam anuprapanna 
gatagatam kdma-kdmd labhante 

te - they; tam - that; bhuktva - having enjoyed; svarga-lokam - planets of 
heaven; visalam - vast; ksine - is exhausted; punye - when pious merit; 
martya-lokam - the region of mortals; visanti - enter; evam - thus; trayI- 
dharmam - the karma-kanda portions of the three Vedas (that describe 
obligatory duties); anuprapannah - in accordance with; gata-agatam - 
repeated going and coming (from Earth to heaven); kama-kamah - those 
desiring sense pleasures; labhante - achieve. 

When their pious merit is exhausted, they again fall to the mortal 
world, having enjoyed the pleasures of the immense celestial 
realm. In this way, those who desire sense pleasures and who 
perform fruitive activities as described in the three Vedas receive 
only repeated birth and death within this material world. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Gata-agatam means ‘repeated birth and death’. 

SARARTHA-VARSINf PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Those who desire material 
pleasures, as described in the previous verse, and who are averse to 
Bhagavan, again fall into this earthly world after enjoying celestial 
pleasure. They receive the result of taking birth repeatedly. This is 
also confirmed in Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.32.2): 

sa capi bhagavad-dharmat kama-mudhah paran-mukhah 
yajate kratubhir devan pitfms ca sraddhayanvitah 
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With their faith in the path of fruitive activity and being averse to 
the natural religion of the soul, which is worship of the Supreme 
Lord, such persons are bewildered by material desires and perform 
various types of yajhas to worship material demigods and the 
forefathers. 

karma-valllm avalambya tata apadah kathancin narakad 
vimuktah punar apy evam samsaradhvani vartamano 
nara-loka-sartham upayati evam upari gato ’pi 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (5.14.41) 

In this way, living beings achieve the heavenly planets by taking 
refuge in the creeper of fruitive activity. Thus they attain temporary 
relief from the miseries of hell. When their piety is exhausted, 
however, they again enter the world of birth and death. 

tavat sa modate svarge yavat puny am samapyate 
kslna-punyah pataty arvag anicchan kala-calitah 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.10.26) 

They enjoy the pleasures of the heavenly planets until their piety 
has been exhausted. They then reluctantly fall back down, being 
impelled by the power of time. 

Verse 22 

3TT^Tri^FcT^FcTt HT ^ ^RT: I 

ananyas cintayanto mam ye januh paryupasate 
tesam nityabhiyuktanam yoga-ksemam vahamy aham 

ananyah - devoid of other desires; cintayantah - absorbed in contem¬ 
plation; mam - on Me; ye - who; janah - persons; paryupasate - worship 
by every means; tesam - for them; nitya-abhiyuktanam - who are con¬ 
stantly engaged; yoga - providing necessities; ksemam - and maintaining 
what they possess; vahami - carry; aham - I. 

However, for those who are devoid of material desires, who are 
always absorbed in thoughts of Me, and who always worship 
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Me completely, with one-pointed devotion, I Myself carry their 
necessities and preserve what they have. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “My devotees do not derive their happiness from 
receiving the fruit of karma; rather their joy comes from the fact that 
these fruits are granted by Me. Nityabhiyuktanam refers to those who 
are always united with Me. The happiness of such highly learned 
persons, who are connected with Me, is bestowed by Me. Others, 
who are not connected with Me, are to be known as not learned. 
Nityabhiyuktanam also means that I grant success in yoga, meditation 
and so on to those who always desire a connection with Me. Ksemam 
means that even if they are not expecting it, I personally maintain 
them and carry their burden.” Here Sri Bhagavan has not used the 
word karomi which means ‘I do’, but He has used the word vahami 
which means ‘I carry’. This implies, “I personally carry the burden 
of maintaining their bodies, just as a householder carries the burden 
of maintaining his wife, sons and other family members. Their yoga 
(progress) and ksema (maintenance) are not a result of the fruit of 
their karma, unlike others.” 

“What is the purpose behind You, Paramesvara, who are always 
indifferent and self-satisfied, carrying their burden?” As it is said in 
Gopala-tapani Upanisad (Eastern Division, 15), “ Bhakti means devotional 
service to Him, in which one gives up all kinds of designations, be they 
material or transcendental, and absorbs the mind only in Bhagavan.” 
This is called naiskarmya, freedom from karma and its reactions. “My 
pure ananya-bhaktas are niskama (selfless), and because of this selfless 
nature, whatever bliss one sees in them is personally given by Me. 
Even though I am completely neutral, I give this bliss to My bhaktas 
because of My affection for them, and therefore I am called bhakta- 
vatsala, always affectionate to My devotees. It is incorrect to say that 
those devotees are lacking in love for Me because they give Me the 
responsibility of their maintenance and nourishment, for I willingly 
accept this responsibility even if they do not completely give it to Me. I 
am capable of creating all the universes merely by My will, so this is not 
a burden for Me. Furthermore, because I am attached to My devotees, it 
is a great pleasure to carry their burden, just as it is a pleasure for a man 
to carry the burden of maintaining a pleasing wife.” 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: How does Sri Bhagavan see 
to the necessities and maintenance ( yoga-ksema ) of His bhaktas? In 
this regard a true story is told. 

Once, there was a poor brdhmana named Arjuna Misra. He was a 
most exalted devotee of Sri Bhagavan. Every morning after performing 
his bhajana, he spent two hours writing a commentary on Sri Bhagavad- 
gita and then went out to beg for alms. Whatever he received by begging 
he would give to his wife, who would prepare, cook and offer the food 
to Sri Bhagavan with great love. She then gave the mahaprasada to her 
husband. Whatever was left over she would eat with great satisfaction. 
They were very poor and all their clothes were old and torn. They 
had only one dhoti suitable for going outside. When the brdhmana 
wore that dhoti to go for alms, his wife covered her body with some 
torn cloth, and when he returned, she put on that same dhoti to go 
outside or to perform other household duties. They both considered 
their poverty to be a gift from Sri Bhagavan and were fully satisfied. 
They always offered whatever alms were collected by Bhagavan’s 
mercy to their worshipable deity (ista-deva), Sri Gopinatha, and later 
accepted His mahaprasada. This was their constant mood. Thus their 
time passed blissfully, and they were not the least disturbed by their 
situation. 

The brdhmana regularly wrote his commentary on Bhagavad-gita. 
One day, after performing his morning bhajana, he sat down to write 
a commentary on this very verse: 

ananyas cintayanto mam yejanah paryupasate 
tesam nityabhiyuktanam yoga-ksemam vahamy aham 

Bhagavad-gita (9.22) 

Upon reading this, his mind became perplexed with a grave doubt 
that he was unable to resolve. “The Supreme Person Svayam Bhagavan 
is the only master of the whole universe! Will He personally carry 
the yoga-ksema - or see to the necessities and maintenance - of those 
who are exclusively engaged in worshipping Him? No, this cannot be 
true. If this were so, then why is my situation as it is? I am completely 
dependent on Him, and with exclusive devotion, I have offered 
everything at His lotus feet. Why, then, do I have to undergo the misery 

492 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Raj a-Guhy a-Yo ga 


Verse 22 


of poverty? Therefore, this statement, nityabhiyuktanam yoga-ksemam 
vahamy aham, could not have been spoken by Bhagavan Himself; it 
must have been interpolated.” He tried to resolve this difficulty on 
the strength of his own intelligence, but instead he became more and 
more perplexed and his doubt gradually increased. Finally, with his 
red pen, he put three slash marks through this line, stopped writing 
and went out to beg alms. 

Now, the most compassionate Bhagavan, who protects the 
surrendered souls, saw that a doubt had appeared in the mind of 
His devotee regarding His words. Taking the form of an extremely 
beautiful, tender, dark-complexioned boy, He filled two baskets with 
ample rice, dal, vegetables, ghee and so on and putting them on either 
ends of a bamboo stick, He personally carried them on His shoulders 
to the house of this brahmana. 

The door was locked from inside. He knocked and then loudly called, 
“O mother, O mother!” But the poor brahmanl was only wearing a torn 
cloth, so how could she come out? Out of shyness, she sat quietly, 
but the loud knocking and calling out continued. Finding no other 
alternative, she shyly came, keeping her head lowered, and opened the 
door. Carrying that weight, the boy entered the courtyard, placed His 
load on the floor and stood to one side. Out of shame, the brahmanl 
lowered her head and re-entered the house. Sri Bhagavan, in the guise 
of that boy, spoke to her as follows, “Mother, PanditajI (the brahmana ) 
has sent these supplies. Please take them inside.” 

Until now, the brahmanl had been standing with her face lowered. 
Upon hearing the sweet words of the boy, she looked up and saw in the 
courtyard two big baskets filled with foodstuffs. She had never seen so 
many vegetables and food grains. Being repeatedly requested by the boy 
to take them, she carried them to the inner part of the house. While 
doing so, she constantly gazed upon His beautiful face, and became 
completely satisfied. “Aho, how beautiful His face is! How can such a 
darkish complexioned person have such transcendental beauty?” She 
had never even imagined such beauty. Awestruck, she stood transfixed. 
Her eyes then noticed that on the boy’s chest were three bleeding 
slash marks, as if someone had cut it with a sharp weapon. Her heart 
disturbed, she cried, “O son! What merciless person has wounded 
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Your chest? Alas, Alas! Even a stone-hearted person would melt at the 
thought of cutting such soft limbs!” 

Sri Krsna, in the guise of the boy, said, “Mother, while bringing you 
these foodstuffs, 1 was delayed, so your husband himself made these 
cuts on My chest.” 

Her eyes full of tears, the brahmanl cried, “What! He did this? Just 
let him come home and 1 will ask him how he could have been so 
cruel! My son, do not feel distressed. Stay for some time. 1 will prepare 
this food and You also can accept the prasada of ThakurajI (the deity).” 

Seating the boy in the courtyard, the brahmanl went to the kitchen 
and started to prepare an offering. Krsna then thought, “The purpose 
for which 1 personally carried these foodstuffs has been fulfilled. 
Now, when the brahmana returns to his house, he will immediately 
discover the authenticity of My words, and he will never doubt them 
again.” In this way, having made arrangements to dispel the doubts of 
His devotee, Krsna disappeared. 

That day, despite great effort, the brahmana was unable to collect 
any alms. Losing all hope, he returned home, thinking that his 
inability to collect anything was the will of ThakurajI. He knocked 
on the door and his wife opened it. When he saw that she was busy 
cooking, he inquired, “How is it that you are cooking when I received 
no alms today? What is there to cook?” 

“Why do you ask this? Some time back you sent so many foodstuffs 
in the hands of that boy that it will take both of us six months to 
finish them, so why are you asking me, ‘What will you cook?’” She 
was a little surprised. “And your heart is like stone. This I did not 
know before. That boy had three red gashes on His chest that looked 
on the point of bleeding. How could you slash the tender body of that 
boy? Have you no mercy?” 

The brahmana, completely amazed, asked her to explain. “I did not 
send anything home nor did I beat a boy. I do not understand what 
you are talking about.” 

After hearing the statements of her husband, she showed him the 
rice, dal, flour and other things, but when she entered the courtyard 
to show him the boy and His cuts, the boy was not there. She began 
to search for Him everywhere. Where had He gone? The outside gate 
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was closed as before. They both looked at each other in surprise. 
Misra, the brahmana, now began to understand the whole situation 
and tears flowed continuously from his eyes. After washing his hands 
and feet he entered the deity room, and to completely dispel his 
doubt, he opened his Bhagavad-glta. That morning he had made three 
slash marks with red ink on the line nityabhiyuktanam yoga-ksemam 
vahamy aham, but now these three marks were gone. Overwhelmed 
with happiness, he came out of the deity room crying. “My dear, you 
are so fortunate! Today you have directly seen Sri Goplnatha! And 
all these foodstuffs were brought personally by Him! How could I 
possibly have brought so much stock? This morning, while writing 
my commentary on the Bhagavad-glta, I doubted the statements of 
Bhagavan and slashed those words with three lines of red ink. That is 
why the tender chest of our worshipful Goplnatha was bearing three 
red gashes. He is supremely compassionate. He has taken so much 
trouble to prove the authenticity of His statements and to remove the 
doubts of an atheist like me.” His throat choked up and he was unable 
to speak. Overwhelmed with love, he cried out, “Ha Goplnatha! Ha 
Goplnatha!” and fell to the ground. 

Standing in front of Sri Goplnatha, the eyes of his wife, who was 
struck dumb, filled with tears. After some time the brahmana returned 
to consciousness and, after taking his bath, he performed his daily 
duties. He offered the preparations to Sri Goplnatha that his wife had 
prepared, and with great love, they both accepted His remnants. He 
continued writing his Bhagavad-glta commentary daily, and his life 
became full of prema. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “You should 
not think that these three types of upasakas (worshippers), who 
have fruitive desires, attain happiness and that My bhaktas suffer. 
My bhaktas think of Me without deviation. For the maintenance of 
their bodies, they accept anything that is favourable for their bhakti 
to Me, and they reject all that is unfavourable. In this way, they are 
nitya-abhiyukta, or ever united with Me through devotion. Free from 
selfish desires, they offer everything to Me only. I alone provide 
all their wealth and any of their other requirements, and thus I 
maintain them. 
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“From an external point of view, the materially motivated pratlka- 
upasakas and My devotees, who only accept that which is favourable for 
service to Me, may appear to be similar, as both appear to be enjoying 
the objects of this world. However, there is a big difference between 
the two. 1 see to the yoga (necessities) and ksema (maintenance) of My 
devotees even if they have no material desires. The special benefit My 
devotees receive is that by My mercy, they enjoy all sense objects in a 
dispassionate manner and finally they attain eternal bliss. However, 
the pratika-upasakas again return to the field of karma after enjoying 
sense pleasure. They do not attain eternal bliss. 1 am indifferent to all 
mundane occurrences, but out of affection for My devotees, I feel delight 
in helping them in every respect. In My doing so, there is no offence 
at all on the part of My devotees, because they do not pray to Me for 
anything except My favour. I personally supply their requirements.” 

Verse 23 

^SCT^cTrrfWT 'i-M'-rl ST^TlfNcTT: I 
Tj'Sfa tTFTcT ^ II 

ye ’py anya-devata-bhakta yajante sraddhayanvitah 
te ’pi mam eva kaunteya yajanty avidhi-purvakam 

ye - who; api - although; anya-devata - other demigods; bhaktah - devotees; 
yajante - worship; sraddhaya anvitah - with faith; te - they; api - also; 
mam - Me; eva - certainly; kaunteya - O son of Kuntl; yajanti - worship; 
avidhi-purvakam - in a way that is contrary to the injunctions for attaining 
Me. 

O son of KuntT, those who worship other demigods with faith 
actually worship Me alone, but in a way that is unauthorized. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: The following doubt may be raised: “In accordance 
with Bhagavad-gita (9.15) - jhana-yajhena capy anye - You said that 
worship of You is of three types. The statement bahudha visvatomukham 
explains the third type, worship of Your universal form. You revealed 
the nature of that form in statements such as, ‘I am sacrifice, I am the 
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Vedic ritual, etc.’ (Gita 9.16-19). No demigod exists independently from 
You; such is the nature of Your universal form, ft can be concluded 
from this that those who worship demigods such as Indra are in fact 
worshipping You, so why will they not be liberated? Furthermore, You 
have said that those who have material desires become entangled in the 
cycle of birth and death (Gita 9.21) and attain perishable results. Why 
is this so?” 

In response, Sri Bhagavan says, “It is true that they worship Me, but 
they do so without following the prescribed rules to attain Me. They 
therefore remain in the material world.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The following point may 
be raised: “The demigods are Bhagavan’s vibhuti-svarupa (forms of 
opulence) and the limbs of His body. However the devotees of the 
demigods perform their worship, ultimately it reaches Bhagavan. 
Those who worship the demigods attain the planets of the particular 
demigods they worship, and after enjoying the perishable fruits there, 
they return to this earthly plane. The unalloyed worshippers of Sri 
Bhagavan, however, do not return to this material world after attaining 
service to Sri Bhagavan in His eternal abode. If both types of worship 
are meant for Bhagavan, why do their end results differ?” 

In response to this, Sri Krsna is explaining to Arjuna, “The demigods 
are not separate from Me nor are they independent of Me. The worship 
of those who consider them as such is unauthorized.” 

This subject is also clearly explained in Srlmad-Bhagavatam 
(4.31.14): 

yatha taror mula-nisecanena 

trpyanti tat-skandha-bhujopasakhah 
pranopaharac ca yathendriyanam 
tathaiva sarvarhanam acyutejya 

By properly watering the root of a tree, its trunk, branches, 
twigs, leaves, flowers and so forth all become nourished, just as 
a person’s life-air and senses are nourished by eating. Similarly, 
by worshipping Bhagavan Acyuta everyone, including all the 
demigods, is worshipped. 
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The essence of Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura’s commentary 
on this verse is that by watering the root of a tree, its branches and 
twigs become nourished, but that same result is not achieved by 
pouring water on its leaves, branches, fruits and flowers. Somebody 
may say that there is no harm in giving water to the branches as well 
as to the root of a tree; rather there is some benefit. Consequently, if 
one worships the demigods and also worships Sri Krsna, then what is 
the harm? In response to this another example is given. The life-air 
is sustained by supplying food to the stomach; thus all of the body’s 
organs and senses become nourished. However, if one gives food to 
the ears, eyes and nose, then one will become deaf and blind and 
ultimately one will die. In the same way, by worshipping the various 
demigods, considering them independent gods, one will only attain 
adverse results. The authorized process, therefore, is to exclusively 
worship Sri Krsna. Moreover, Srlmad-Bhagavatam (io.40.9-10) says: 

sarva eva yajanti tvam sarva-deva-mayesvaram 

ye ’py anya-devata-bhakta yady apy anya-dhiyah prabho 

yathadri-prabhava nadyah parjanyapuritah prabho 
visanti sarvatah sindhum tadvat tvam gatayo ’ntatah 

When reading these verses, most people will understand them 
to contain the following meaning: “Just as rivers flowing from the 
mountains become filled with rain water, divide into various branches 
and enter the one ocean from various directions, in the same way, 
the worship of various demigods ultimately culminates in worship 
of Sri Bhagavan alone. Subsequently, by worshipping the demigods, 
one will also receive the result of worshipping Sri Krsna.” However, 
this understanding is not correct. The essence of Srila Visvanatha 
Cakravarti Thakura’s commentary on the above two verses is as 
follows: “ Karmls , yogis and others actually worship Me exclusively, 
because I alone am the embodiment of all the demigods and I am 
the Supreme Controller of all controllers. A person who thinks, 
‘I am worshipping Siva, I am worshipping the sun-god Surya, I am 
worshipping Ganesa,’ considering himself to be devoted to them, 
factually only worships Me. However, if it is said that in this way 
they worship Me alone and as a result will surely attain Me, it is not 
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so. The worship performed by them certainly comes to Me, but the 
worshippers do not. The rivers flowing from the mountains become 
full of rain water. The clouds pour forth water all over the mountains 
and eventually this water takes the form of rivers. All the rivers take 
their independent courses through different places, and finally enter 
the ocean. The rivers coming from the mountains enter the ocean, 
but their source, the mountain, does not. In the same way, worship 
performed by persons practising various processes comes to Me alone. 
However, their source, the worshipper, does not.” 

Here, Sri Bhagavan is compared to the ocean, the Vedas to the 
clouds, the various types of processes of worship to the water, the 
worshippers to the mountain and the various demigods to the different 
places. Just as rivers pass through various lands and enter the ocean, 
the worship of various demigods comes to Sri Visnu, and just as the 
mountain does not reach the ocean, the worshipper of the demigods 
does not reach Sri Visnu. 

Worship of different demigods involves different processes that are 
performed by persons of varying qualification, and the worshippers 
are known by the names of those various types of worship. Ultimately, 
however, their worship comes to Sri Visnu, through the medium of 
the demigods. Through this worship, a person only attains his own 
worshipable demigod and a temporary position. He does not attain 
eternal service to Sri Krsna in the eternal abode. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “In reality, 
I, the embodiment of eternality, cognizance and concentrated bliss 
(. sac-cid-ananda ) am the only Supreme Controller, Paramesvara. 
There is no demigod independent of Me. In My own svarupa, I am 
the transcendental sac-cid-ananda Reality, eternally beyond the 
material creation. Many persons worship demigods such as the sun- 
god Surya. In other words, conditioned human beings in the material 
world venerate the majestic feature of My deluding material potency 
in the form of various demigods and worship them. But by proper 
deliberation it can be understood that My vibhiitis, the demigods, are 
simply My incarnations of the modes of nature (guna-avataras). Those 
who worship these demigods, knowing their actual position and 
the reality of My svarupa , understand them to be My guna-avataras 
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(incarnations presiding over material qualities). In this way, their 
worship is authorized as the progressive path. But those who worship 
the demigods, thinking them to be eternal and independent of Me, 
worship in an unauthorized way. Because of this they do not achieve 
eternal results.” 


Verse 24 

^ ^7? xTI 

cT cTT^dTcT^lcrpTT ^ll?*ll 

aham hi sarvu-yajha.na.rh bhokta ca prabhur eva ca 
na tu mam abhijananti tattvenatas cyavanti te 

aham - I; hi - because; sarva-yajiranam - of all sacrifices; bhokta - the 
enjoyer; ca - and; prabhuh - the master; eva - indeed; ca - and; na - do 
not; tu - but; mam - Me; abhijananti - recognize; tattvena - as I am, in 
My svarupa; atah - therefore; cyavanti - they fall down from the path of 
attaining Me or they wander in the cycle of samsara; te - they. 

I am the only master and enjoyer of all sacrifices, but those who do 
not recognize My transcendental body fall down and repeatedly 
wander in the cycle of birth and death. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “What is meant by the phrase ‘in an unauthorized 
manner?’ ” In response to this question, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse 
beginning with aham hi. “In the form of various demigods, I, only, am 
the enjoyer; I am the Lord and master and I am the giver of results. 
Those who are separatists, however, do not know the fundamental 
truth ( tattva ) concerning Me. For example, they worship Surya, the 
sun-god, whom they see as Paramesvara, the Supreme Controller, 
thinking that Surya will be pleased with them and fulfil their desires. 
They cannot understand by their intelligence that Paramesvara, Sri 
Narayana, has become Surya, and it is Sri Narayana Himself who 
instils such faith in them. Indeed, it is He who bestows the results 
of Surya worship. Therefore, it is because of a lack of knowledge 
about the tattva concerning Me that they fall down. But those who 
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understand that it is exclusively Sri Narayana who is worshipped in 
the form of Surya and the other demigods, and who worship Me, being 
conscious of My universal existence, become liberated. Therefore, it is 
imperative for those who worship My vibhiitis, or the specific displays 
of My potency, such as Surya-deva, to know that they are actually My 
vibhiitis. They are not to be worshipped independently of Me.” This is 
explained here. 

SARARTHA-VARSINIPRAKASIKA-VRTTI: “Why is the worship of various 
demigods improper? What is the result of that unauthorized worship?” 
This is being explained in the present verse. “In the form of demigods 
such as Indra, I alone am the enjoyer of all sacrifices. I am the master, 
the maintainer, the controller and the bestower of the results of them 
all. Those who worship the demigods do not know that the demigods 
are My potencies, or vibhiitis; therefore, they worship them with faith, 
considering them to be independent of Me and the bestowers of the 
results of their activities. Because they are unaware of My tattva, they do 
not have faith in Me; therefore, their type of worship is unauthorized. 
As a result of such unauthorized worship, they fall away from the truth 
and remain entangled in the cycle of birth and death. 

“However, by worshipping demigods such as Surya, considering them 
to be My opulence, or vibhiiti, they gradually ascend the progressive 
path, and by the mercy of My devotees who know the tattva of Me, they 
come to understand the science of My svarupa. Thus, their intelligence 
becomes exclusively fixed on Me, Krsna, whose svariipa is eternal, all 
cognizant and ever blissful.” 

The Srutis also verify this philosophical conclusion ( siddhanta ). 

narayanad brahma jay ate 
narayanad indr 0 jay ate 
narayanad dvadasaditya rudra 
sarva-devata sarva-rsayah 
sarvani bhutani narayanad eva 

samutpadyate narayane pratiyante 

Brahma is born from Sri Narayana, Indra is born from Sri 

Narayana, Siva is born from Sri Narayana, all the demigods and 
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all living entities are also born from Sri Narayana. When their 
universal duties are complete and they die, all will again merge 
into Sri Narayana. 

The Smrtis have also established the same conclusion: 

brahma sambhus tathaivarkas candramas ca satakratuh 
evam adyas tathaivanye yukta vaisnava-tejasa 
jagat tu viyujyante ca tejasa karyavasane 
vitejasas ca te sarve pancatvam upayanti te 

Brahma and Siva, as well as the sun-god, the moon-god, the king of 
the demigods, Indra, and other powerful personalities empowered 
by Sri Visnu, are forced to give up all those powers when they die. 

This conclusion is also seen in other Upanisads. The above 
statements from Sruti and Smrti indicate a difference between the 
demigods and the Supreme Controller, Sri Visnu. The supremacy of Sri 
Visnu over demigods is established in Sruti and Smrti, yet somewhere 
in them it is said that a particular demigod is equal to Sri Visnu. This 
statement is made either because a particular demigod’s influence is 
under the control of Sri Visnu, or because the demigod is very dear 
to Him. 

If one concludes from this that it is proper to worship all demigods, 
considering them to be Narayana, then the following is to be 
understood: everyone has generated from Narayana, by Him they 
exist and in Him they are annihilated, or dissolved. None of them 
are Narayana, nor can they ever become Narayana. It has been stated 
in the scriptures that it is a grievous offence to equate the demigods, 
who are living entities, with Sri Bhagavan. Such offenders are called 
atheists: 

yas tu narayanam devam brahma-rudradi-daivataih 
samatvenaiva vlkseta sa pasandl bhaved dhruvam 

Padma Purana 

Just as it is improper to worship the demigods with the under¬ 
standing that they are independent lords, it is also atheistic to 
equate the demigods ( jlvas ) with Lord Narayana. 
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Therefore, it is prescribed that the worshippers of the universai form 
(visvarupa-upasakas) should worship the demigods as the opulence, or 
vibhuti, of Sri Narayana. In this regard, the scriptures make two types 
of statements, ft is said in Narada-pancaratra, “antaryami-bhagavad- 
drstyaiva sarvaradhanam vihitam - all are to be worshipped with the 
vision that the all-pervading Lord is dwelling within them.” 

And the Visnu-yamala states: 

visnu-padodakenaiva 
pitfnam tarpana kriya 
visitor niveditannena 

yastavyam devatantaram 
adi-prakarena vihitam iti 

It is with the foot bath water of Sri Visnu that one should perform 
activities such as offering oblations to the forefathers. And it is 
with the remnants of Sri Visnu’s foodstuffs that one should please 
the demigods. 


Verse 25 

<^QTcTr ^TFT forfT I 

‘qcTlfr T ^fFTII^II 

yanti deva-vrata devan pitfn yanti pitr-vratdh 
bhutani yanti bhutejya yanti mad-yajino ’pi mam 

yanti - go; deva-vratah - those who worship the demigods; devan - to the 
demigods; pitfn - to the forefathers; yanti - go; pitr-vratdh - those who 
worship the forefathers; bhutani - to the spirits; yanti - go; bhuta-ijyah - 
the worshippers of the ghosts and spirits; yanti - go; mat-yajinah - My 
worshippers; api - indeed; mam - to Me. 

Those who worship the demigods go to the planets of the 
demigods, those who worship the forefathers go to the planets of 
the forefathers, those who worship the spirits go to the planets 
of the spirits, and those who worship Me will surely come to Me. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: Various rules and regulations have been pre¬ 
scribed for the worship of the different demigods, and the Vaisnavas 
worship Sri Visnu by a similar process, according to the injunctions 
of scripture. One may question, “What is the defect in this demigod 
worship?” To clear up this doubt, Sri Bhagavan says, “It is true that as 
a result of their worship, the devotees of the demigods achieve those 
demigods. This is the principle.” To explain this point, Bhagavan speaks 
this verse beginning with yanti deva. “If those demigods themselves 
are perishable, how can their devotees become imperishable? But I am 
imperishable and eternal, and therefore, My devotees are also the same.” 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.3.25) also verifies this point: “ bhavan ekah 
sisyate ’sesa-samjnah - after the devastation only You remain; therefore, 
You are called Ananta.” Moreover, the Srutis state, “eko narayana 
evasln na brahma na ca sankarah - in the beginning there was only 
Narayana, not Brahma or Siva.” 

Also in the Gopala-tapani Upanisad it is said, “ parardhante so 
’budhyata gopa-rupa me purastad avirbabhiiva - at the end of the first 
half of Brahma’s life, Brahma understood that I had appeared before 
him in the form of a cowherd boy.” 

The Srutis also state, “na cyavante ca mad-bhakta mahatyam pralayad 
api - My devotees continue to exist even at the time of the great 
dissolution. In other words, they do not take birth again.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Here, Sri Bhagavan is 
showing the difference between those who worship the demigods 
and those who worship Him. He is also showing the difference in the 
results attained by both. Some may say, “Just as the Vaisnavas worship 
Visnu according to the process described in the scriptures, we are 
worshipping the demigods according to the rules of scripture. How, 
then, is our worship considered incorrect?” 

In answer to this Bhagavan says, “One achieves whom one worships, 
according to the process described in the scriptures. This is just. 
The worshippers of the demigods therefore attain the planets of the 
demigods. Because both the demigods and their planets are perishable, 
their worshippers achieve perishable results. On the contrary, both My 
abode and I Myself are sac-cid-ananda, eternal, cognizant and blissful; 
therefore, those who worship Me achieve blissful service to Me in My 
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eternal abode. It is also said in Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.2.27), sama- 
slla bhajanti, that those who worship the demigods (such as Indra) 
perform sacrifices such as dasa-paurnamasya-yajna, which are in the 
mode of goodness, sattva-guna. Those who worship the forefathers do 
so by ceremonies such as sraddha, which are in the mode of passion, 
rajo-guna. And those who worship spirits, Yaksas (ghosts), Raksasas 
and Vinayakas (entities that create obstacles for others) worship by 
the process of animal sacrifice, which is in the mode of ignorance, 
tamo-guna. My devotees, who are beyond these three modes, worship 
Me with devotion, using natural and easily available objects.” 

Someone may say, “Those who worship the demigods also have 
faith in You, because the worship of all the demigods also includes the 
worship of Narayana.” Bhagavan says in response, “The purpose of 
worshipping Narayana in this manner is simply so that the worshippers 
can achieve their goals. Factually, it cannot be called sraddha, or 
faith, in Narayana. Those who worship the demigods think, ‘I am 
a worshipper of Indra and other demigods. They are my venerable 
gods and it is they who, being satisfied with my worship, will fulfil 
my desires.’ Contrary to this, My devotees think, ‘I am a worshipper 
of Sri Vasudeva, the omnipotent Supreme Controller. Fie alone is my 
worshipable Lord, and only for His pleasure am I worshipping Him 
with various offerings, according to His liking. Being pleased, He will 
fulfil my desires.’ Externally, both types of worship appear to be equal, 
but, because those who worship the demigods are averse to bhakti to 
Me, they only attain the limited enjoyment on the planets of those 
demigods. After enjoying there, they again fall to this earthly plane 
of existence. My exclusive devotees, however, the ananya-bhaktas, 
attain service to My eternal, cognizant and blissful form in My eternal 
abode and do not return to this material world again. They remain 
absorbed in My loving pastimes, experiencing unlimited happiness in 
My association.” 


Verse 26 

q5f W cfr^f ^ W*5»fcTI 

WTTfHH: II RS, II 
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patram puspam phalam toyam yo me bhaktya prayacchati 
tad aham bhakty-upahrtam asnami prayatatmanah 

patram - a leaf; puspam - a flower; phalam - a fruit; toyam - or water; 
yah - whoever; me - to Me; bhaktya - with devotion; prayacchati - freely 
offers (without a desire for personal reward); tat - that very thing; 
aham - I; bhakti-upahrtam - presented with devotion; asnami - accept; 
prayata-atmanah - from a pure-hearted devotee. 

If any pure-hearted devotee offers Me a leaf, a flower, fruit or 
water with love and devotion, I will surely accept that gift. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “There is often much difficulty in demigod 
worship, but such difficulty does not exist in the performance of 
bhakti to Me; rather, it is performed with ease.” Sri Bhagavan speaks 
this verse beginning with the word patram to explain this point. It is 
described here that it is the bhakti of the devotee that causes Bhagavan 
to accept his offerings. The word bhaktya has been used in the second 
line and also again in the third line, in bhakty-upahrtam. Thus there 
is repetition. According to Sanskrit grammar, the word bhaktya in 
the third case implies those who are endowed with bhakti, that is, 
‘My devotees ( bhaktas )’. So it emphasizes, “If someone who is not My 
devotee offers Me fruits or flowers with superficial devotion, I do not 
accept it, but I accept ( asnami ) whatever My devotees give Me, be it 
even a leaf. In other words, I fully enjoy that which is offered to Me 
with bhakti, but I do not enjoy the offering of someone who has been 
forced to do it. Still, if the body of My devotee is impure, I do not 
accept his offering.” For this reason, Bhagavan says prayatatmanah, 
meaning ‘he whose body is pure’. From this statement it is concluded 
that a woman is forbidden to make an offering during her monthly 
menstrual cycle. 

Another meaning of the word prayatatmanah is, “I accept the 
offerings of those whose hearts are pure. Other than My devotees, no 
one’s heart is pure.” 

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.8.6) Parlksit Maharaja says, “Those 
who are pure-hearted never give up the lotus feet of Sri Krsna.” The 
symptom of a person who has a pure heart is that he is unable to give 
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up service to the lotus feet of Bhagavan. Therefore, if such a bhakta is 
sometimes seen to possess lust or anger, it should be understood that 
he cannot do any harm to others. The comparison is made to a snake 
whose poisonous fangs have been removed. 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Having explained the imper¬ 
ishable and unlimited nature of the result of worship of Bhagavan, 
Bhagavan is now explaining the quality of that worship: it is easy to 
perform. When an easily attainable object, such as a leaf, flower, fruit 
or water, is offered to Bhagavan with devotion, then He accepts it in 
an appropriate manner, even though He is endowed with unlimited 
opulence and is perfectly satisfied. He becomes hungry and thirsty 
because of His devotee’s love for Him and, absorbed in that mood of 
devotion, He eats the offering out of prema. At the house of bhakta 
Vidura, Sri Krsna even ate banana peels from the hands of Vidura’s wife, 
with great prema. And while eating the dry rice that His dear friend 
Sudarna Vipra brought and offered to Him with prema, Sri Krsna said: 

patram puspam phalam toyamyo me bhaktya prayacchati 
tad aham bhakty-upahrtam asnami prayatatmanah 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (10.81.4) 

The preparation may be delicious or not, but if it is offered with 
love and a feeling that it is very delicious, it becomes most delicious 
to Me. At that time, I give up all other thoughts and relish it. Even 
if such a fruit or flower has no taste or fragrance, I still accept it, 
being captivated by My devotee’s prema. 

One may ask if Krsna accepts that article which is offered to Him 
with bhakti by those who worship the demigods. In response, He says, 
“No, 1 only accept whatever My devotees give Me, not items offered by 
others.” 

The rtvik priests in the sacrifice of King Nabhi spoke to Sri 
Bhagavan, who appeared there: 

parijananuraga-viracita-sabala-samsabda-salila-sita-hisalaya-tulasikd- 
durvankurair api sambhrtaya saparyaya kila parama paritusyasi 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (5.3.6) 
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You certainly become especially pleased by the worship offered by 
Your devotees, who are full of attraction for You, who offer prayers 
with choked voices and who perform puja to You with water, tulasl 
leaves and sprouted durva grass. 

A similar statement from Gautamlya Tantra in Hari-bhakti-vilasa states: 

tulasl-dala-matrena jalasya culukena va 
vikrlnite svam atmanam bhaktebhyo bhakta-vatsalah 

Bhagavan, who is affectionate to His devotees, completely sells 
Himself to those devotees who, with love and devotion, offer Him 
a Tulasi leaf and a palmful of water. 

While eating a morsel of dry rice from the begging bag of the 
devotee Suklambara Brahmacari, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu said: 

prabhu bale tom khudkana mui khaum abhaktera amrta ulati na cawii 

O Suklambara, I am accepting this dry rice from you, but I do not 
even look at ambrosial food that is offered by a non-devotee. 

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (4.31.21), Devarsi Narada also told the 
Pracetas, “na bhajati kumanlsinam sa ijyam - Sri Hari never accepts 
the service of ill-minded people who, intoxicated by their scholarship, 
wealth or high birth, disrespect His devotees who perform exclusive 
service to Him.” 

Sri Krsna personally gave a similar instruction to Uddhava: “Even 
gifts offered to Me in profusion by non-devotees do not satisfy Me.” 
Furthermore, to clarify this siddhanta, the Lord told Sudama: 

any apy upahrtam bhaktaih premna bhury eva me bhavet 
bhury apy abhaktopahrtam na me tosaya kalpate 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.81.3) 

If My devotee offers Me the smallest thing, I consider it extremely 
great, but if non-devotees give Me elaborate offerings, they cannot 
satisfy Me. 

Here, the word prayatatma means ‘one who has purified one’s 
heart by bhakti’. Sri Bhagavan eats the foodstuffs offered with love 
by such pure-hearted devotees, but He does not eat foodstuffs given 
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by others. Prahlada Maharaja has also made a similar statement: “iti 
pumsarpita visnor arpitaiva sati yadi kriyate - the performance of 
hearing, chanting and so on is pure devotion ( suddha-bhakti ) only if 
a person has fully surrendered himself at the lotus feet of Bhagavan, 
not otherwise.” 

The purport is that only when the limbs of bhakti are performed 
with complete surrender can the heart become purified. Sri Bhagavan 
lovingly accepts the offerings of such devotees only. 

Verse 27 

^BTTf'T ^RTI 

WTRTR’-f cbl-cji) W^FTII^II 

yat karosi yad asnasi yaj juhosi dadasi yat 
yat tapasyasi kaunteya tat kurusva mad-arpanam 

yat - whatever; karosi - undertakings you make; yat - whatever; 
asnasi - you eat; yat - whatever; juhosi - you sacrifice; dadasi - you give 
in charity; yat - whatever; yat - whatever; tapasyasi - austerities you 
perform; kaunteya - O son of KuntI; tat - that; kurusva - you must do; 
mat-arpanam - as an offering to Me. 

O son of KuntT, whatever activities you perform, whatever you 
eat, whatever you sacrifice and give in charity and whatever 
austerities you perform, offer them all to Me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna may ask the following question: “From 
the verse arto jijnasur artharthi jnani (Gita 7.16) till now, You have 
explained various types of bhakti. Which one of them should I 
follow?” 

To remove Arjuna’s doubt, Sri Bhagavan says, “O Arjuna, at present 
you are unable to give up karma, jhana and so on, and therefore, you 
do not have the qualification to perform the topmost bhakti, namely 
kevald- or ananya-bhakti. And you do not need to perform the inferior 
and selfish acts of devotion performed with material intention (sakama- 
bhakti), because your qualification is higher than that. Therefore, you 
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should perform bhakti that is predominated by and mixed with karma 
and jnana - niskama-karma-jhana-misra-pradhani-bhutd-bhakti." 

For this reason, Sri Bhagavan is speaking this verse beginning with 
the words yat karosi, and also the next verse. “Whatever mundane 
or Vedic activities you perform as normal routine, whatever food or 
water you take daily, and whatever austerities you may perform, you 
should maintain the understanding that all of them can be offered to 
Me.” This, however, is neither niskama-karma-yoga nor bhakti-yoga. 
Those who are devoted to niskama-karma-yoga offer to Bhagavan only 
those actions prescribed in the scriptures, not the normal activities 
of day-to-day life. This is common. But devotees offer every function 
of the senses along with their soul, mind and life-airs unto their 
worshipable Ford. As it is said in a description of bhakti in Srimad- 
Bhagavatam (11.2.36), “Whatever activities a devotee performs with 
his body, speech, mind, senses, intelligence and soul, or by dint of his 
own nature, are all offered to the transcendental Sri Narayana.” 

The following question maybe raised: If juhosi (the performance of 
sacrifice) is the same as arcana, a limb of bhakti, which is performed 
for the purpose of satisfying Sri Visnu, and if tapasya (austerity) is to 
perform the Ekadasi fast, then why are these acts not considered to be 
ananya-bhakti, exclusive devotion? In response Bhagavan says, “This 
is all right, but in ananya-bhakti, actions are not offered to Bhagavan 
after they have been performed; rather, a person first offers them to 
Him and then performs the act.” As Prahlada Maharaja said: 

sravanam kirtanam visnoh smaranam pada-sevanam 
arcanam vandanam dasyam sakhyam atma-nivedanam 

iti pumsarpita visnau bhaktis cen nava-laksana 
kriyeta bhagavaty addha tan manye ’dhitam uttamam 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (7.5.23-24) 

One who completely surrenders everything to sri guru and 
Bhagavan, and having done so performs the nine limbs of devotional 
service such as hearing ( sravanam ) and chanting about Krsna 
(kirtanam), remembering Him ( visnu-smaranam ), serving His lotus 
feet ( pada-sevanam ), worshipping Him (arcanam), praying to Him 
(vandanam), becoming His servant (dasyam), becoming His dear 
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friend ( sakhyam ) and fully surrendering to Him ( atma-nivedanam ) 
possesses topmost knowledge. 

Here it is evident that bhakti is performed if one first offers these 
activities to Him, not that the activities are offered after they are 
performed. In his explanation of this verse, Srila Srldhara Svamipada 
says that bhakti to Visnu is performed while offering these activities 
to Him, not after. Therefore, the present Gita verse does not culminate 
in kevala-bhakti. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Here, Bhagavan speaks to 
His dear friend Arjuna, whom He is using as an instrument to teach 
humanity. His instruction is meant for those who are unable to take 
shelter of the most superior ananya-bhakti as He has described it, and 
also for those who do not have a taste for performing a lower class of 
bhakti. Sri Bhagavan is advising them to adopt karma and jndna that is 
selflessly performed, in which everything is offered to Him and which 
is mixed with and predominated by devotion ( niskdma-karma-jnana- 
misra-pradham-bhutd-bhakti ). 

When Krsna says, “Whatever actions you perform, be they 
mundane or Vedic, offer them to Me,” a person should not wrongly 
think that he can perform any activity and eat and drink whatever 
he likes as long as he offers it to Bhagavan, and that there will be no 
defect. His actions will not necessarily be successful simply because, 
out of obligation, he offers all of them to the lotus feet of Bhagavan. 
An act may be prescribed in the Vedas for worshipping a particular 
demigod or it may be executed with a particular desire in mind, but 
it may not be actually offered just by uttering the mantra, sri krsnaya 
samarpanam astu, like the materialistic smartas do, who are engaged 
in mundane activities. For this reason, all commentators on this verse, 
like Srila Srldhara Svarni, have explained the deep meaning: one 
should act in such a way that all of one’s activities are offered directly 
to Sri Bhagavan. In other words, only those actions that are performed 
for His pleasure should be offered. In Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.5.36) 
Devarsi Narada also says, U kurvana yatra karmani bhagavac-chiksaya - 
the surrendered devotees only perform those acts for Bhagavan that 
are pleasing to Him.” 
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In his commentary on this verse, Sri Visvanatha Cakravarti 
Thakura shows the difference between the activities of a fruitive 
worker (karml) and those of a devotee ( bhakta ). “A karml only offers 
Bhagavan those activities that are in accordance with Vedic injunctions 
so that his desires will not go unfulfilled. Bhaktas, however, perform 
all their activities, whether mundane, Vedic or related to the body, 
with the feeling that ‘Bhagavan is my master, and it is for His pleasure 
that I am offering everything to His feet.’ This is the great difference 
between the two.” 

This conclusion has also been confirmed in Srlmad-Bhagavatam 
(11.2.36) in the dialogue of the Nava-yogendras: 

kayena vaca manasendriyair va 

buddhyatmana vdnusrta-svabhavat 
karoti yad yat sakalam parasmai 
narayanayeti samarpayet tat 

In accordance with the particular nature one has acquired in 
conditioned life, whatever one does with body, words, mind, 
senses, intelligence or purified consciousness one should offer to 
the Supreme, thinking, “This is for the pleasure of Lord Narayana.”* 

While commenting on this verse, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati 
Prabhupada writes: “The activities of a devotee are performed with 
body, mind, speech, intelligence, false ego, heart and all the senses, but 
they should not be compared to the religious acts of fruitive workers 
(karmls), which are performed for their own enjoyment. As a result 
of offering one’s actions to Krsna as described above, one’s aversion 
to Him is gradually removed. Jlvas who are situated in their eternal 
constitutional position perform all their actions only for the purpose 
of serving Krsna. If some pious fruitive workers who have spiritual 
good-fortune follow the ideals of devotees in a bona fide Vaisnava 
lineage (sampradaya) and offer all their activities unto the lotus feet of 
Sri Bhagavan, they quickly rise above karma-misra-bhakti, or devotion 
mixed with fruitive work, and are counted among the bhaktas.” 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “O Arjuna, 
now ascertain your own qualification. You are engaged in assisting 
Me in My pastimes, having descended with Me as a righteous hero; 
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therefore, you can neither be counted among the neutral devotees 
in santa-rasa nor the selfish sakama-bhaktas, who perform acts of 
devotion for material gain. You will only perform that particular 
bhakti that is mixed with selfless action ( nisb.ama-b.arma ) and real 
knowledge ( jnana ). It is, therefore, your duty to offer Me whatever 
austerities and other activities you perform. The conception of the 
materialists is to perform an act with material desires and then offer 
the activity to Me simply as a remnant. This conception is empty and 
useless. You should offer the action in the right way at its inception 
and thus perform bhakti.” 


Verse 28 







NHxbl II ^ II 


subhasubha-phalair evarh moksyase kurma-bandhanaih 
sannyasa-yoga-yuktatma vimukto mam upaisyasi 


subha-asubha-phalaih - from the auspicious and inauspicious results; 
evam - thus; moksyase - you shall be freed; karma-bandhanaih - by 
bondage through fruitive reaction; sannyasa-yoga - in the yoga of 
reouncing the fruits of work; yukta-atma - a soul linked up; vimuktah - 
fully liberated; mam - Me; upaisyasi - you will attain. 

In this way, you will be freed from the bondage of the auspicious 
and inauspicious results of karma. Being thus blessed with the 
yoga of renunciation by offering Me all the results of your actions, 
you will become distinguished even among liberated souls and 
you will attain Me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “In this way, you will become free from the 
bondage of karma and its unlimited good and bad results.” Sri Gopala- 
tapani Upanisad states, “ Krsna-bhajana (worship of Krsna) is bhakti." 
By this bhakti one becomes free from worldly as well as higher, 
celestial designations. In other words, one becomes free from desiring 
the fruits of one’s activities and fixes one’s mind only in bhajana to Sri 
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Krsna. This is called naiskarmya, freedom from work and its reaction. 
Therefore, to give up the result of karma is real sannyasa. Those 
whose atmd (mind) is fixed in such yoga are yoga-yuktatma, linked, 
or connected. “When gifted with this yoga, you will not merely be 
mukta - liberated - but you will be vimukta - a distinguished person 
even among the liberated souls - and you will come to Me to engage 
in direct service to Me.” 

“O maha-muni (great sage), among millions of liberated and perfected 
beings, a peaceful devotee of Tord Narayana is most rare” ( Srimad- 
Bhagavatam 6.14.5). And furthermore, “The Tord can give liberation, 
mukti, but He rarely gives devotion, bhakti" (Srlmad-Bhagavatam 5.6.18). 
From this statement of Sukadeva Gosvami, it is understood that direct 
service to Bhagavan with pure, loving devotion is superior to liberation. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: One’s heart is purified by 
taking shelter of pradhani-bhuta-bhakti, or bhakti that predominates 
over karma and jndna, as described above, and by offering all actions 
to Bhagavan. Thus becoming free from the bondage of all good and 
bad actions, such persons can attain a special position amongst 
liberated souls and finally they can attain Bhagavan. Here it should 
be specifically understood that they attain the loving service to Sri 
Bhagavan that is filled with prema. This is far superior to mukti. 

Verse 29 

TFTtSlf Hcfapfa H ^ H ftPT: I 

samo ’ham sarva-bhiitesu na me dvesyo ’sti na priyali 
ye bhajanti tu mam bhaktya mayi te tesu capy aham 

samah - seeing equally; aham - I am; sarva-bhutesu - all living beings; 
na - not; me - for Me; dvesyah - worthy of hatred; asti - there is; na - not; 
priyah - dear; ye - who; bhajanti - worship; tu - however; mam - Me; 
bhaktya - with devotion; mayi - in Me; te - they; tesu - in them [I am 
attached to them in the same way as they are attached to Me]; ca - and; 
api - also; aham - I. 
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I am equally disposed to all living beings and am neither inimical 
nor partial to anyone. But as those who serve Me with devotion 
are attached to Me, I, too, am bound by affection for them. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna may say, “0 Krsna, You bring only Your 
bhaktas to You by liberating them, but You do not bring the non¬ 
devotees. This means that You are also partial, since Your doing this 
is an expression of attachment and envy.” In response, Sri Bhagavan 
speaks this verse beginning with samo ’ham, in which He says, “No, 
no, I am equal to all. The bhaktas live in Me and I also live in them.” 
According to this explanation, the whole universe is in Bhagavan 
and Bhagavan is also in the whole universe. This shows no partiality. 
The statement ye yatha math prapadyante tarns tathaiva bhajamy aham 
(Gita 4.11) means, “I reciprocate with all according to the intention 
with which they surrender to Me, and I worship them accordingly. In 
whichever way the devotees are attached to Me, I, who exist in them, am 
attached to them in a similar way.” This should be understood. 

In this regard, the example of a wish-fulfilling tree can be given 
for a partial understanding of this point. Those who desire the tree’s 
fruit take shelter of it, but in reality they are not attached to the tree 
at all; they are only attached to its fruit. Moreover, the wish-fulfilling 
tree does not become attached to those who take shelter of it, nor 
does it hate those who have enmity towards it. However, unlike a 
completely impartial wish-fulfilling tree, Bhagavan kills the enemies 
of His devotees with His own hands. As Bhagavan said of Prahlada, 
“When Hiranyakasipu acts inimically towards Prahlada, I will 
certainly destroy him, despite his becoming powerful by the boons 
of Brahma.” 

Some commentators give a different explanation of the word tu in 
this verse. “This partiality in the form of affection for His devotees 
(bhakta-vatsalya) is always the Lord’s ornament; it is not a defect.” In 
this way, Krsna is celebrated for His affection for His devotees, not for 
the jhanls or yogis. Just as it is natural for a person to be affectionately 
inclined toward his own servant and not toward the servants of others, 
Bhagavan has affection for His devotees and not for the devotees of 
Rudra or Durga-devT. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The following objection may 
be raised: “By giving special liberation to His devotees, Bhagavan 
bestows upon them love-filled service to His lotus feet, but He does not 
do this with the non-devotees. Is this not symptomatic of the defect 
of partiality, which arises from attachment and envy?” In response to 
this, it is stated that He has equal vision. He does not hate anybody nor 
is anyone especially dear to Him. He creates and maintains humans 
and other living beings according to their karma. Somebody may say 
that while maintaining the living entities according to their karma, 
He gives happiness to one, misery to someone else and liberation, or 
moksa, to another, so does this not indicate the defect of partiality 
arising from attachment and envy? The answer to this is found in 
Srlmad-Bhagavatam (6.17.22) wherein it is said: 

na tasya kascid dayitah pratlpo na jnati-bandhur na paro na ca svah 
samasya sarvatra niranjanasya sukhe na ragah kuta eva rosah 

He is equal to all living beings. There is nobody who is dear or not 
dear to Him. Since a detached person has no attraction to sense 
pleasure, how can he become angry when his sense pleasure is 
disturbed? 

This is also seen in the next verse of Srlmad-Bhagavatam (6.17.23): 

tathapi tac-chakti-visarga esam sukhaya duhkhaya hitahitaya 
bandhaya moksaya ca mrtyu-janmanoh sarlrinam samsrtaye ’vakalpate 

Although Sri Krsna is the original performer of action. He Himself 
is not the cause of the living entity’s happiness, distress, bondage 
or liberation. It is only maya which governs the karmic results of 
the living entity’s sin and piety and becomes the cause of his birth 
and death, happiness and distress. 

Because there is no difference between the energy and the energetic, 
it is true that the activities of Bhagavan’s external potency, the maya- 
sakti, will also be seen as His own work. Yet one cannot attribute the 
defect of partiality to Him, because the results a living entity receives 
for his actions are in accordance with his own acts. 

While commenting on this verse, Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti 
Thakura gives the example of the sun and the owl. The sunlight is 
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miserable for the owl, for the kumuda flower (night lily) and for certain 
other entities, but it is pleasing for the cakravaka bird and the lotus 
flower. One cannot accuse the sun of having the defect of partiality. In 
the same way, Bhagavan’s external potency awards results according 
to the living entity’s actions. One cannot attribute to Him the defect 
of partiality simply because of this. In this context, one should 
also deliberate upon the following verse from Srimad-Bhagavatam 
(8.5.22): 

na yasya vadhyo na ca raksaniyo 
nopeksaniyadaraniya-paksah 
athapi sarga-sthiti-samyamartham 
dhatte rajah-sattva-tamamsi kale 

For Sri Bhagavan, there is no one to be killed, no one to be protected, 
no one to be neglected and no one to be worshipped. Nonetheless, 
for the sake of creation, maintenance and annihilation, in 
accordance with a specific time, He accepts different forms in 
either the mode of goodness, passion or ignorance. 

This is Bhagavan’s general principle for all jlvas, but in the present 
Gita verse, He explains a special principle with the word tu. “Those 
who follow the limbs of bhakti, such as sravana and kirtana, and engage 
in worship of Me are extremely attached to Me and become situated in 
Me. And I, who am the Supreme Controller, also become situated in 
them, with devotion.” 

According to the principle of a gem and gold, the gem produces 
the gold. Similarly, by the grace of Bhagavan, bhakti appears in one’s 
heart. Bhagavan also is devoted to His bhaktas. As Sukadeva Gosvami 
says in Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.86.59), “bhagavan bhakta-bhaktiman - 
the Supreme Lord is devoted to His devotees.” It is also stated in 
Srimad-Bhagavatam (8.16.14), “ tathapi bhaktam bhajate mahesvarah - 
in the same way that devotees are attached to Mahesvara Krsna, He 
is also attached to His devotees.” This is the special quality of mutual 
love. It is written in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.2.55), “ visrjati hrdayam 
na yasya saksad - such premi-bhaktas who have bound Sri Krsna’s 
lotus feet with the ropes of love are never given up by Him.” This 
verse describes that just as their internal relationship is mentioned, 
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their external relationship is also established. This relationship is 
confirmed in Adi Parana : 

asmakam guravo bhakta bhaktanam guravo vayam 
mad-bhakta yatra gacchanti tatra gacchami parthiva. 

Bhagavan says, “Devotees are My guru, and I am the guru for the 
devotees. Wherever the devotees go, I also go there.” 

A wish-fulfilling tree gives fruits according to the mood of those who 
have taken shelter of it; and it does not give results to those who have not 
taken that shelter. In the same way, although He is impartial, Bhagavan 
differentiates between those who take shelter of Him and those who do 
not, by giving them different results. The speciality of Sri Krsna over 
and beyond the wish-fulfilling tree is that the wish-fulfilling tree does 
not become subordinate to those who take shelter of it, whereas Krsna 
becomes subordinate to His bhaktas. Therefore, one can only see the 
qualities of friendship, hatred and indifference in Him in relationship 
to bhakti. Well-known examples are His friendly relationship with 
Ambarlsa Maharaja and His indifference toward Durvasa and others 
who were envious. It is a fact that Sri Krsna is equal to all, but what is 
more important is that He favours His bhaktas. Of all His qualities, this 
particular quality is a special ornament. Srimad-Bhagavatam, Bhagavad- 
gita and other scriptures give evidence of this. 

Verse 30 

3#T ‘HR?*' ^ftTR'TtT I 

TT IRM: % TT:||^o|| 

api cet su'duracaro bhajate mam ananya-bhalc 
sadhur eva sa mantavyah samyag vyavasito hi sah 

api - even; cet - if; su-duracarah - a person of very bad character; 
bhajate - worships; mam - Me; ananya-bhak - exclusively devoted; 
sadhuh - a virtuous person; eva - certainly; sah - he; mantavyah - should 
be considered; samyak - rightly; vyavasitah - because of being situated 
(in intelligence); hi - indeed; sah - he. 
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Even if a man of abominable character engages in ananya-bhajana, 
exclusive devotion to Me, he is still to be considered a sadhu, 
because his intelligence is firmly fixed in bhakti to Me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “My attachment to My devotee is natural. Even 
if his behaviour is degraded, My attachment to him is not lost and I 
make him supremely righteous.” For this reason, Sri Bhagavan speaks 
this verse beginning with api cet. Suduracarah means that even if he is 
addicted to killing others, to having illicit relations with women and 
to being attached to others’ wealth, if he engages in bhajana (worship) 
of Me, he is surely saintly. What type of bhajana must he perform? In 
answer to this Bhagavan says ananya-bhak. “He is a sadhu who does 
not worship any demigod but only worships Me, who does not engage 
in any fruitive work (karma) and speculative knowledge ( jnana ) but 
only engages in bhakti to Me, and who does not desire any happiness 
such as the attainment of a kingdom but only desires to attain Me.” 

But where is the question of his being a sadhu if some type of bad 
behaviour is visible in him? In response, Bhagavan says mantavyah. “He 
must be considered a sadhu. From the word mantavyah, the following 
injunction is indicated: There is a flaw in that person who does not 
consider him to be a sadhu. In this regard, My order alone is authoritative.” 

If a person who engages in worship of You is also poorly behaved, 
can he be considered a partial sadhu? In response, Sri Bhagavan says 
eva. “He is to be considered a complete sadhu. One should not see that 
he lacks any saintly qualities. This is because he has made a staunch 
resolve (samyag vyavasitah ): ‘due to my sins, whether I go to hell or 
degrade to a bird or animal species, I will never give up exclusive, one- 
pointed bhakti to Sri Krsna.’ ” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the present verse, Bhagavan, 
who is very affectionate to His devotees (bhakta-vatsala), is explaining 
the inconceivable power of His bhakti by making a declaration. “Even 
if My devotee is seen to be engaged in an abominable act, I will very 
quickly transform him into an exalted person of impeccable behaviour. 
There is no possibility of bad behaviour in such perfect persons, who 
take shelter of exclusive devotion to Me. Even if they appear to be badly 
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behaved in the eyes of ignorant persons, in reality they are not; they 
are definitely saintly. What to speak of the ignorant, even big scholars 
cannot understand the actions and moods of the Vaisnavas.” It is said 
in Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, “vaisnavera kriya mudra vijhe na bujhaya - it 
is not possible to understand the behaviour of uttama-adhikari bhaktas, 
the most exalted class of devotees, with one’s material senses.” 

While warning a brahmana resident of Navadvlpa to not disrespect 
Sri Nityananda Prabhu, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu said: 

suna vipra mahadhikari yevd hay a 
tabe tana dosa-guna hichu najanmaya 

Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Adi-khanda 6.26) 

There is no possibility of good or bad material qualities even 
touching an uttama-bhagavata, or pure devotee. Those who 
continue to view him as lowly will go to hell. 

Sri Krsna similarly instructed Uddhava: 

na mayy ekanta-bhaktanam guna-dosodbhava gunah 
sadhunam sama-cittanam buddheh param upeyusam 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.20.36) 

There is no possibility of the piety or sin that results from the 
performance of prescribed or forbidden activities coming to 
My exclusive devotees, who are free from attachment and envy, 
who have equal vision toward everyone and who have attained 
Bhagavan, who is beyond mundane intelligence. 

Yet one should always remember that the apparently poor 
behaviour of such ananya-bhaktas is not to be imitated. One should 
neither criticize them nor associate with them. As it is said in Srimad- 
Bhagavatam (10.33.29), tejiyasam na dosaya vahneh sarva-bhujo yatha. 
Destruction is certain for those who criticize the behaviour of mahd- 
bhagavatas, who externally may appear to behave improperly. Fire 
burns all substances, either pure or impure, although it remains pure 
itself. Similarly, although externally the behaviour of powerful maha- 
purusas may appear improper, they always remain pure. Srimad- 
Bhagavatam describes that the sons of Marici, who were the grandsons 
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of jagad-guru Brahma, had to take birth among the demonic species as 
a result of ridiculing Brahma’s inconceivable behaviour. 

What to speak of perfected devotees, even if the sadhaka of ananya- 
bhakti is seen to sometimes act improperly due to previous habits, he 
should still be considered saintly because his action is accidental. This 
is the deep meaning of this verse. While commenting on the above 
verse of Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.20.36), Srila Cakravarti Thakura 
gives the same conclusion. 

Sri Krsna is saying, “A devotee who performs ananya-bhajana, 
who does not worship any other god or goddess, who does not take 
shelter of any process - such as karma, jhana and yoga - other than 
My bhakti, who does not desire anything besides My pleasure, and 
most of all, who knows Me as the only Master and as the Supreme, 
engages in bhajana of Me. Such a devotee naturally has no taste for 
improper behaviour. But if accidentally or by the will of fate there is 
a discrepancy in his behaviour, he should still be considered saintly. 
This is My special order. If a person disobeys it, he will incur sin. The 
reason such persons are to be considered sadhus is explained herein. It 
is because their resolve is proper. In other words, they have aikantika- 
nistha, exclusive fixed faith, in Me.” 

In this regard, Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura has commented 
on the following verses from Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.20.27-28): 

jata-sraddho mat-kathasu nirvinnah sarva-karmasuveda 
duhkhatmakan kaman parityage ’py ariisvarah 

tato bhajeta mam prltah sraddhalur drdha-niscayah 
jusamanas ca tan kaman duhkhodarkams ca garhayan 

If a person whose faith in hearing narrations of Me has been 
awakened is unable to give up sense enjoyment and the desire for 
it, even though he knows it gives misery, he should with a sincere 
heart condemn his inability to give it up. All the while, he should 
continue worshipping Me with firm faith, conviction and love. 

He writes that the word drdha-niscayah in the phrase sraddhalur 
drdha-niscayah means, “Whether I am attached to home, etc., or not, 
or whether that attachment increases, if millions of obstacles enter 
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my bhajana, if due to offences f have to go to hell, or even if 1 am 
overpowered by lust, 1 will not accept the processes of jnana, karma 
and yoga under any circumstance, even if Lord Brahma himself orders 
me to.” Those who have such determination are called drdha-niscayah, 
or ‘of unflinching determination’. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “Even if those 
persons who engage in one-pointed, unwavering bhajana of Me are 
badly behaved, still they should be considered saintly because their 
engagement is righteous in every respect and all-beautiful.” The meaning 
of the word su-duracarah must be understood properly. The behaviour 
of a conditioned soul is of two types: conditional ( sambandhika ) and 
constitutional ( svarupa-gata ). Activities such as keeping clean, 
performing pious acts and nourishing or satisfying the needs of the 
body, society and progress of mind are called sambandhika (conditional, 
or relative, being related to one’s material condition). Bhajana, a fully 
conscious activity, which is performed for Me by the jlva in his pure 
state, is his svarupa-gata (constitutional function). This function is 
also called amisra-bhakti (literally, ‘unmixed devotion’) or kevala- 
bhakti. In the bound state the jtva’s performance of kevala-bhakti has 
an irrevocable relationship with his conditioned life. Sambandhika 
behaviour will certainly continue as long as one has this body, even 
when ananya-bhakti appears. Only when bhakti appears does the jlva 
lose his taste in everything that is unfavourable to devotion. One 
becomes detached from sense objects to the extent that one’s taste 
increases in bhajana of Sri Krsna. Until the taste for sense objects is 
completely removed, it sometimes forces one to behave improperly, but 
that taste is very quickly subdued by a taste in devotional service. The 
behaviour of a person who is situated in the higher levels of bhakti is 
all-beautiful and righteous. If sometimes, accidentally, such a person 
is seen to be engaging not only in bad but evil behaviour, performing 
activities for which a devotee does not have a natural taste - such as 
killing others, stealing others’ wealth and having illicit relationships 
with others’ wives - he will nonetheless be very quickly purified of 
such behaviour. My bhakti, which is very powerful and purifying, 
is not polluted by this behaviour. This should be understood. A 
superlative devotee should not be considered degraded because of 
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his past indulgence in activities such as eating fish or having illicit 
relationships with women.” 


Verse 31 

‘^crfcT swfadT m^STFff I 

chl-clyrd'dHl^ H ^ 'Rrh: II ^ II 

ksipram bhavati dharmatma sasvac chantim nigacchati 
kaunteya pratijanlhi na me bhaktah pranasyati 

ksipram - quickly; bhavati - he becomes; dharma-atma - a virtuous soul; 
sasvat - lasting; santim - peace; nigacchati - attains; kaunteya - O son of 
Kunti; pratijanlhi - you should proclaim; na - never; me - My; bhaktah - 
devotee; pranasyati - perishes. 

He quickly becomes virtuous and attains eternal peace. O 
Kaunteya, boldly proclaim that My devotee never perishes. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The following questions may be raised: “How 
can You accept the service of such an irreligious and unrighteous 
person? How can You eat the foodstuffs offered by a person whose 
heart is polluted by defects such as lust and anger?” Sri Bhagavan 
answers by speaking this verse beginning with the word ksipram. 
“He very quickly becomes righteous.” Here the word ksipram means 
that he quickly becomes righteous and achieves eternal peace. The 
words bhavati and nigacchati are used in the present tense instead of 
the future. This proves that immediately after engaging in irreligious, 
or abominable, activity, he laments and remembers Krsna again and 
again. In this way, he quickly becomes righteous. “Alas, alas! There is 
nobody fallen like me who has brought such infamy to bhakti. Fie on 
me!” Repeatedly lamenting in this way, he attains eternal peace. Even 
if he eventually becomes righteous, irreligiosity and contamination 
may remain in him in a subtle form. The deadly heat of fever or 
poison may remain for some time, even after taking the best medicine. 
Similarly, as soon as bhakti enters the mind of such a person, his evil 
conduct ceases, though it may remain in a subtle form for some time. 
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Later, in a higher state, indications of poor behaviour such as lust and 
anger may exist, but they will have no influence, just like a snake 
whose poisonous fangs have been removed and whose poison is thus 
ineffective. This should be understood. Thus, his lust and anger are 
eternally quelled ( santim ) in a way that is unparalleled. He should be 
considered to possess a pure heart even while in a condition in which 
he still behaves inappropriately. 

Srlla Sridhara SvamI says that if such a person become religious, 
or righteous, then there is no argument, but what can be said of a 
devotee who is unable to give up such bad behaviour, right up to the 
time of death? In response to this, Bhagavan strongly and angrily 
says, “kaunteya pratijanlhi na me bhaktah pranasyati - even when he 
dies, he does not fall, but those who speak harshly against him due 
to poor logic will not accept this.” Thinking like this, Krsna spoke 
words of encouragement to Arjuna, who was overwhelmed with grief 
and doubt. “O Kaunteya, while making a tumultuous sound with 
kettle drums, go to the assembly of those who dispute this. Raising 
both your arms in the air and being free from any doubt, declare that 
a devotee of Mine is never destroyed, even if he is poorly behaved. 
Rather, he becomes successful. In this way all their illogical words 
will be destroyed by your eloquence and they will definitely take 
shelter of you, accepting you as their guru.” 

Here, the following objection may be raised: Why is Bhagavan 
asking Arjuna to make this declaration instead of making it Himself? 
As Bhagavan says in Bhagavad-gita (18.65), “You will surely attain Me. 
In truth, I am taking this vow because you are very dear to Me.” So why 
does Bhagavan not say, “O Kaunteya, I declare that My devotee is never 
lost”? In response it is said that Bhagavan had pondered, “I cannot 
tolerate even the slightest insult to My devotees, and therefore, in many 
instances, I Myself break My own vow, even though consequently I 
have to receive insults. In this way, I protect the words of My devotee, 
just as I will protect the words of Bhisma in this battle by breaking 
My own vow. Those who are non-devotees and cynics will laugh at 
My vow [to desist from fighting], but the words of Arjuna will be 
like marks etched in stone.” For this reason, Krsna made Arjuna take 
this vow. 
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Having heard about the ananya-bhakti of such an ill-behaved person, 
some will understand this to mean that an ananya-bhakta is merely 
one who has no irreligious qualities, such as lamentation, delusion and 
anger, all of which arise from attachment to wife, children and so forth. 
But such an explanation by so-called scholars should be rejected. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Practitioners of ananya- 
bhakti have a natural distaste for improper or evil behaviour and 
always will have. Yet if, due to the will of providence, the ananya- 
bhakta is poorly behaved, that tendency is only temporary. The 
inconceivable influence of ananya-bhakti is not lost because of it. 
Rather, the ananya-bhakti situated in the heart quickly removes the 
tendency to misbehave, and such a person becomes free from piety and 
sin and attains the supreme peace born of bhakti. “Exclusive devotees 
are never lost.” In the present verse, Krsna, who is very affectionate to 
His devotees, is making His dear-most friend Arjuna take this oath. 
This statement is also in the Nrsimha Parana: 

bhagavati ca harav ananya-ceta 

bhrsa-malino ’pi virajate manusyah 
na hi sasa-kala-cchavih kadacit 

timira-parabhavatam upaiti candrah 

Those devotees whose thoughts are exclusively absorbed in Sri 
Hari are always situated in their own glory, even if externally they 
are seen to engage in abominable behaviour. This is because of the 
influence of bhakti situated within their hearts. It is likened to the 
full moon that has dark spots on it, even though it is never covered 
by darkness. 

Sri Bhagavan has also said: 

badhyamano ’pi mad-bhakto visayair ajitendriyah 
prayah pragalbhaya bhaktya visayair nabhibhuyate 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.14.18) 

My dear Uddhava, if My devotee has not fully conquered his senses, he 
may be harassed by material desires, but because of his unflinching 
devotion for Me, he will not be defeated by sense gratification* 
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While commenting on this verse, Srlla Visvanatha Cakravarti 
Thakura writes, “What to speak of pure devotees in whose hearts 
bhava has already manifested, even those who are in the preliminary 
stage of sadhana-bhakti become successful and blessed, not to mention 
those who are gradually attaining the stages of nistha and bhava.” 

In literature dealing with the path of jhana, both ajnanl who behaves 
improperly and his jnana are criticized. But in the bhakti-sastras, even 
if a bhakta behaves improperly, he and his bhakti are not criticized. In 
this regard, one of the Nava-yogendras , Karabhajana Rsi, says: 

sva-pada-mulam bhajatah priyasya 
tyaktanya-bhavasya harih paresah 
vikarma yac cotpatitam kathancid 
dhunoti sarvam hrdi sannivistah 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (i 1.5.42) 

It is not possible for those preml-bhahtas, who engage in exclusive 
bhajana to the lotus feet of their most dear Sri Krsna, having given up 
all other thoughts, faiths and activities, to engage in sinful activities. 
However, if somehow or other they do, then by sitting in their heart, 

Sri Hari cleans everything and makes their hearts pure. 

Someone may say that a devotee who engages in sinful activity must 
atone for it, but Srlmad-Bhagavatam (n.20.25) states: 

yadi kuryat pramadena yogi harma vigarhitam 
yogenaiva dahed amho nanyat tatra kadacana 

A bhakti-yogl never engages in an abominable act, but if at some 
time he commits an offence inadvertently, then he should destroy 
this sin solely by the process of bhakti-yoga ; he should not take to 
other difficult atonements such as candrayana. 

This same conclusion is also given in Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu: 

nisiddhacarato daivat prayascittan tu nocitam 
iti vaisnava-sastranam rahasyam tad-vidam matam 

If by fate a sadhaka engages in a forbidden act, then it is not proper 
for him to atone for it separately, because the influence of bhakti 
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performs the function of atonement. Separate atonement is not 
necessary. This is the secret of the Vaisnava literature. 

Somebody may raise the following objection: “Why did Bhagavan 
Himself not make the statement, ‘My bhaktas are not lost.’ Why did He 
ask Arjuna to do it?” The answer is that Sri Krsna, who is affectionate 
to His devotees, protects their words even at the expense of breaking 
His own. An example of this took place in the battle of Kuruksetra, 
when He protected the vow of Bhisma by breaking His own. 

Verse 32 

HT % °qrnfer?^r WT^ft^T: I 

mam hi partha vyapasritya ye ’pi syuh papa-yonayah 
striyo vaisyas tathd sudras te ’pi yanti par dm gatim 

mam - of Me; hi - certainly; partha - O son of Prtha; vyapasritya - by 
taking shelter; ye - who; api - even; syuh - may be; papa-yonayah - born 
of sinful parentage; striyah - women; vaisyah - merchants; tathd - 
and; sudrah - manual labourers; te - those; api - even; yanti - attain; 
pardm - the supreme; gatim - destination. 

O Partha, by taking shelter of Me, even low-born women, 
merchants, sudras or whoever, are certain to attain the supreme 
destination. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “In this way, devotion to Me does not consider 
the incidental discrepancies of a person who behaves improperly due 
to the result of their karma. What is the wonder in this? My bhakti 
does not consider the natural, inherent defects in those who are badly 
behaved, simply because of their caste.” Antyaja (those outside the 
varnasrama system), mlecchas (meat-eaters), etc., are called papa- 
yonayah (those of sinful birth). As it is said in Srimad-Bhagavatam 
(2.4.18), “I pay my obeisances to that omnipotent Bhagavan, who is 
so merciful that by taking shelter of the lotus feet of a bona fide guru. 
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who is His representative and who has taken shelter of Him, one can 
become free from the defects born of caste or action, be he a Kirata, 
Huna, Andhra, Pulinda, Pulkasa, Abhira, Sumbha, Yavana, Khasa, 
etc. All of these are miscreants because of their caste and are sinful 
due to their actions.” 

Moreover, Srlmad-Bhagavatam (3.33.7) states, “Any person whose 
tongue has chanted Your name even once is most worshipable, even 
though he may be born in a family of dog-eaters ( candala ). Those 
who chant Your name have already performed all types of austerities 
and sacrifices, bathed at all the holy places, studied the Vedas and 
performed all other prescribed actions.” This also refers to impure and 
untruthful women, prostitutes, etc. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the previous verse, Sri 
Bhagavan explained that a sadhaka who devoutly engages in the 
practice of ananya-bhakti should be considered saintly, even if 
externally some incidental, poor behaviour is seen in him. Now, in 
the present verse, Bhagavan is explaining that those who take shelter 
of Him by engaging in exclusive devotion - even if born in sinful 
candala or mleccha families, in low-class sudra families, or prostitutes 
and other women who are naturally engaged in illicit activities - all 
very quickly attain the supreme destination by the influence of bhakti 
to Sri Krsna, which is rare even for yogis. 

In Srlmad-Bhagavatam (2.4.18), Sri Sukadeva Gosvanri says, “Kirata, 
Huna, Andhra, Pulinda, Pulkasa, Abhira, Sumbha, Yavana, Khasa, 
etc., as well as all others addicted to sinful activities can be purified by 
taking shelter of the devotees of Sri Hari. I offer my obeisances to Him.” 

While commenting on this verse, Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti 
Thakura writes: “Just by becoming endowed with a scent of kevald- 
bhakti, or exclusive devotion, even the most sinful attain perfection. 
Those who are low by caste or birth, such as the Kiratas, and those 
who perform sinful actions, become purified by bhakti only when they 
accept a pure Vaisnava as their guru. A person becomes supremely 
pure and free from the defects coming from his birth as well as his 
actions, merely by accepting the shelter of the lotus feet of a bona fide 
spiritual master. 
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In Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, Srila Rupa Gosvami says that bhakti 
destroys both sinful reactions that have manifested within the present 
material body ( prarabdha ) and sinful reactions that have not yet 
manifested ( aprarabdha ) at their very root. The Kiratas, for example, 
are impure because of their birth in a low caste. Sin in the form of a 
low caste birth is prarabdha-karma, and it is removed by just a scent 
of bhakti. 

In this regard, Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura further says: 
“In practical life, ignorant persons identify those who have accepted 
Vaisnava diksa by their dynasty, or caste.” From the spiritual 
perspective, none of the defects of caste and birth remain in a person 
who has taken diksa. This is the reality. Yet such ignorant persons 
place undue emphasis on the birth and caste of one who has taken 
diksa from a bona fide spiritual master. As a result, they themselves 
become fallen. Such condemnation, however, brings no harm to the 
person who has taken initiation. A person who criticizes Vaisnavas is 
required to atone for it himself. Devahuti also said: 

yan-namadheya-sravananukirtanad 

yat-prahvanad yat-smaranad api kvacit 
svado ’pi sadyah savanaya kalpate 

kutah punas te bhagavan nu darsanat 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.33.6) 

Simply by hearing and chanting Your name, paying obeisances to 
You and remembering You, even a dog-eater immediately becomes 
qualified to perform soma-yajna (a celestial Vedic sacrifice), 
without waiting for another birth to be able to do so. O Bhagavan, 
what, then, can be said about the incomparable influence of having 
Your audience? 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Prabhupada writes: “This verse is 
not spoken for common candalas (dog-eaters), who have taken birth 
in a fallen family according to their prarabdha-karma and who remain 
engaged for the rest of their lives in abominable acts fit for their caste. 
Rather, it is spoken for Vaisnavas who, after taking birth in a family of 
dog-eaters, become disinterested in the abominable activities of their 
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family tradition and, after taking diksa from a bona fide guru, remain 
engaged in the service of Sri Bhagavan.” 

It is certain that those who are gifted with a saintly nature have 
in their past life followed with staunch faith all the behaviour of a 
brahminical tradition. In their previous birth, these people have 
completed austerities and sacrifices, bathed in the holy places, studied 
the Vedas and so forth. They have merely acted out taking birth in 
a demoniac family so as to bewilder the foolish and teach the ideal 
amongst learned persons. Bhagavan has also said in Itihasa-samuccaya: 

na me ’bhaktas caturvedl mad-bhaktah sva-pacah priyah 
tasmai deyam tato grahyam sa ca pujyo yatha hy aham 

It is not that a brahmana who knows all the four Vedas will 
necessarily be a devotee. But My devotee, even if born in a candala 
family, is dear to Me and is the proper recipient of charity and 
the proper person from whom charity should be accepted. Even if 
born in a candala family, My devotee, like Me, is respected by all, 
even by the brahmanas. 

Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura says that, in this way, the reason a 
person who has taken shelter of the holy name of Sri Krsna takes birth 
in the house of a candala is to perfect the quality of humility, which is 
favourable for bhakti. From this verse, we can also understand more 
about the deliverance of the hunter by the mercy of Narada Muni, of 
Jagai and Madhai by the mercy of Sri Sri Gaura-Nityananda, and of the 
prostitute by the mercy of Thakura Haridasa. 

Verse 33 

% •qyTsrf^mi: WIT ■JTtBT TT^FTTOTI 
3#™il TFT TO ttptii^ii 

kirn punar brahmanah punya bhakta rajarsayas tatha 
anityam asukham lokam imam prapya bhajasva mam 

kirn punah - not necessary to say more about; brahmanah - brahmanas ; 
punyah - who are always engaed in pure action; bhaktah - devotees; raja- 
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rsayah-saintlykings;tatha-and;amtyam-temporary;asukham-unhappy; 
lokam - world of humans; imam - this; prapya - therefore having come; 
bhajasva - worship; mam - Me. 

What doubt, then, can there be that pious brahmanas, who are 
always engaged in pure action, and devotee kings can achieve the 
supreme destination? Therefore, having come to this temporary 
and miserable world, engage yourself in performing bhajana of Me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “If this is their destination, what to speak of the 
destination of the devotees who are brahmanas, born in good families 
and who are of pure conduct. Therefore, O Arjuna, render loving 
service to Me.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: If those who are born in 
a low family and who behave badly can very quickly develop good 
conduct by taking shelter of exclusive devotion and thus attain the 
supreme destination, what is the wonder that those who are born in 
a pious family and whose conduct is pure also achieve the supreme 
destination by taking exclusive shelter of Sri Bhagavan? Making 
Arjuna the object of His teachings, Sri Krsna is instructing all jivas 
that as long as they remain in this temporary and miserable world, 
they should perform bhajana of His eternal blissful svarupa. 

This verse declares that the material world is mutable, perishable 
and miserable, but it does not describe it as false. Some philosophers 
imagine that the world is false, but this idea is against the principle of 
Bhagavad-gita. The supreme abode of Sri Krsna is called the aprdkrta- 
jagat, or the transcendental world, and it is eternal and blissful. Living 
entities who attain that abode never fall from there. 

Verse 34 

H^Pil ■qcT H'-StKI H€iwr *rf I 

^T^qTrHFT Hr'TLHPtl: II 4*II 

man-mand bhava mad-bhakto mad-yajl mam namaskuru 
mam evaisyasi yuktvaivam atmanam mat-pardyanah 
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mat-manah - absorbed in thoughts of Me; bhava - be; mat-bhaktah - My 
devotee; mad-yajl - as My worshipper; mam - before Me; namaskuru - bow 
down; mam - Me; eva - certainly; esyasi - you will attain; yuktva - having 
engaged; evam - in this way; atmanam - your body and mind; mat- 
parayanah - and devoted to Me. 

Always absorb your mind in Me, become My devotee, dedicate 
yourself to worship of Me and offer obeisances to Me. In this way, 
with mind and body fully devoted to Me in My service, you will 
certainly achieve Me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI; With the words man-manah, Sri Bhagavan is 
concluding this chapter by explaining the process of bhajana. Atmanam 
means, ‘engage your mind and body in Me and perform bhajana of Me’. 
The mere contact of bhakti purifies everyone, whether they are qualified 
or not. This is described in this Ninth Chapter, which is entitled 
raja-guhyah. 

Thus ends the bhavanuvada of Srlla Visvanatha CakravartI Thakura’s 
Sarartha-varsim-tiha (the commentary that gives pleasure 
to the devotees and is accepted by all saintly persons) 
on the Ninth Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-gita. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The supreme goal of every 
jlva is to attain pure love for Sri Krsna. The only means to achieve 
this purpose is to perform exclusive devotion, or ananya-bhakti. Only 
pure living entities are qualified to perform bhajana of Sri Bhagavan, 
the Supreme Absolute Truth ( para-tattva ). The svarupa of Sri Krsna is 
the highest object of worship for the pure jlvas. Unless one perfectly 
understands this siddhanta, or philosophical conclusion, one’s 
endeavour for the supreme goal cannot be executed perfectly. 

Pure bhakti, which is completely free from jnana, karma and 
yoga, has been explained in Chapters Seven and Eight. In the Ninth 
Chapter, the most supremely worshipable tattva has been described. 
In order to establish this tattva, it is necessary to describe the defects 
coming from the worship of demigods and goddesses, who may also 
appear to be the worshipable Reality. Therefore, the eternally perfect 
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nature of the supremely pure and conscious svarupa of Sri Krsna has 
been established scientifically. The jnanls, yogis and the performers of 
sacrifices worship only the impersonal brahma and also Paramatma, 
which are partial manifestations of Bhagavan, who has an eternal form. 
A pure bhakta, however, does not worship these partial manifestations 
of the Absolute; he only worships the eternal form of Sri Krsna. 

It is due to extreme ignorance that a person worships demigods and 
goddesses separately from the eternal form of Krsna, because by doing 
so, he can only partially attain his destination. In the bhakti-yoga 
process, one should completely give up the worship of other demigods 
and goddesses, and with no ulterior motives and with staunch faith, 
one should maintain one’s body while engaging in the nine limbs 
of devotion, such as sravana, klrtana and smarana of Sri Krsna only. 
Such ananya-bhaktas, or exclusive devotees, are superior to karmls, 
jnanls and yogis, even if those ananya-bhaktas are badly behaved in the 
preliminary stage. Thus they are indeed saintly because in a matter of 
days they become fixed exclusively upon Sri Krsna, and their character 
becomes pure in all respects. 

Only pure bhakti to Bhagavan will produce the above-mentioned 
fruit of prema. The suddha-bhakta, or pure devotee, of Bhagavan is 
never destroyed, nor can he ever fall, because Bhagavan personally 
maintains and protects him. Therefore, those who are intelligent 
maintain their body simply to perform pure bhakti to Sri Bhagavan. 

Thus ends the Sarartha-varsim Prakasika-vrtti, 
by Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja, 
on the Ninth Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-gita. 
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Yoga Through Appreciating the Opulences 
of the Supreme Lord 


Verse i 



ITcT Tf WT cfq: | 

hhmMFT 

srl bhagavan uvaca - 

bhiiya eva mahd-bdho srnu me paramam vacah 
yat te ’ham prlyamanaya vaksyami hita-kdmyayd 

srl bhagavan uvaca - the all-opulent Lord said; bhuyah - again; eva - 
even; mahd-bdho - O mighty-armed warrior; srnu - hear; me - My; 
paramam - higher; vacah - instruction; yat - by which; te - to you; 
aham - I; prlyamanaya - who have love (for Me); vaksyami - shall speak; 
hita-kdmyayd - because I desire your welfare. 

Sri Bhagavan said: O mighty-armed one, again hear My instructions 
that are superior to what I have spoken previously. Desiring your 
ultimate welfare, I shall reveal this knowledge to you because of 
your love for Me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In the Seventh and previous chapters the bhakti- 
tattva that was spoken of was full of knowledge of Bhagavan’s feature of 
opulence ( aisvarya ). That same bhakti-tattva, also known as bhagavad- 
vibhuti, is being described in this Tenth Chapter along with its 
confidential meaning. 
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From Chapter Seven onwards, the opulence of the object of worship - 
Sri Bhagavan - is being described. Knowledge of this same aisvarya 
is now being given in detail for the pleasure of persons blessed 
with devotion to Him. Krsna says in Srimad-Bhagavatam (i 1.21.3 5), 
“ paroksa-vada rsayah paroksam ca mama priyam - the statements 
of the rsis are indirect ( paroksa ) and f also enjoy speaking in this 
way.” According to this statement, Krsna’s indirect manner of 
speaking may make these topics a little difficult to understand. For 
this reason, He is speaking this verse beginning with bhuya (again), 
which means that He is repeating the most confidential knowledge, 
raja-vidya raja-guhyam idam, for Arjuna’s better understanding. 
“O mighty-armed one, just as you have manifested the superior 
strength of your arms, you are also able to express the superior power 
of your intelligence. For you who are prepared to listen, the word srnu 
(hear) is used to ensure that you fully retain what is being said to 
you.” The word paramam means that this knowledge is even superior 
to what was spoken previously. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the Seventh, Eighth and 
Ninth Chapters, Bhagavan Sri Krsna explains the opulence, or 
aisvarya, of the highest worshipable Reality. In this Tenth Chapter, 
He describes His majestic opulences (vibhutis). According to the 
Sandarbhas by Srila Jiva GosvamI, paroksavada means ‘to keep hidden 
that thing which is most exalted and rare and which is not to be given 
to all, and then to explain it in an indirect way’. Paroksavada is the 
nature of the Vedas. It is also Sri Bhagavan’s nature [to keep Himself 
hidden], Sri Caitanya-caritamrta ( Adi-lila 3.88) states: 

apana lukaite krsna nana yatna hare 
tathapi tanhara bhaktajanaye taiihare 

An ordinary person finds anything described in paroksavada 
difficult to comprehend. Krsna tries to hide Himself in various 
ways, but He reveals Himself to His devotees. 

It is therefore necessary to carefully deliberate upon vibhiiti-yoga as 
described in this chapter by taking shelter of bhakti. 
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H ^ 'H<J|U||: vrqcf H I 

^Hlfc^ ^oTFTf -q^foTf TF=feT: II ^ II 

na me viduh sura-ganah prabhavam na maharsayah 
aham adir hi devanam maharsinam ca sarvasah 

na - neither; me - My; viduh - they understand; sura-ganah - the hosts 
of gods; prabhavam - the nature of My glorious appearance; na - nor; 
maha-rsayah - the great sages; aham - I; adih - the original cause; 
hi - because; devanam - of the gods; maha-rsindm - of the great sages; 
ca - and; sarvasah - in every respect. 

I am the original cause in every respect. For this reason, even all 
the demigods and saintly maharsis do not know the nature of My 
glorious appearance in this mundane world. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “This tattva can be understood only by My 
special mercy, not by any other means.” Sri Bhagavan therefore speaks 
this verse beginning with na me. Mama-prabhdvam means, “Even 
the demigods do not know the most extraordinary tattva concerning 
My birth from Devakl.” If one raises the question that perhaps the demi¬ 
gods cannot understand this tattva because they are absorbed in sense 
enjoyment, and that surely the saintly rsis know it, the response is, 
“No, not even the rsis have knowledge of this tattva, because I am their 
original cause in every respect. In the material world, the son does not 
know the facts of his father’s birth and similarly, the rsis do not know 
the tattva concerning My transcendental appearance in this world.” 

Bhagavad-gita (10.14) states, “O Bhagavan, neither the demigods, 
the demoniac Danavas, nor anyone else can understand the tattva 
of Your birth and appearance in this world.” Therefore, the word 
prabhava means ‘Your birth and appearance in this world’. There is no 
need to imagine any other meaning. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Krsna’s mercy cannot be 
attained by any means other than bhakti. Without His mercy, a person 
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cannot understand the tattva of Bhagavan on the strength of his own 
endeavour, even if he tries in hundreds of ways. It is said in Srimad- 
Bhagavatam (4.29.42-44): 

prajapati-patih saksad bhagavan giriso manuh 
daksadayah prajadhyaksa naisthikah sanakadayah 

marlcir atry-arigirasau pulastyah pulahah kratuh 
bhrgur vasistha ity ete mad-anta brahma-vadinah 

adyapi vacas-patayas tapo-vidya-samadhibhih 
pasyanto ’pi na pasyanti pasyantam paramesvaram 

Many great personalities - including Brahma, Siva, the four 
Kumaras beginning with Sanaka, Bhrgu and famous brahmavadls 
(jnanis ) like Vasistha - desire to have darsana of Paramesvara. They 
endeavour for this by performing austerities, acquiring knowledge 
and entering samadhi, but still, to this day they have been unable 
to attain My darsana. 

Moreover Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.14.29) states: 

athapi te deva padambuja-dvaya- 
prasada-lesanugrhita eva hi 
janati tattvam bhagavan-mahimno 
na canya eko ’pi dram vicinvan 

O Bhagavan, You are unfathomable. Who in the three worlds 
can understand where, why, when and how You perform Your 
pastimes? Still, O Bhagavan, You manifest Yourself in the hearts 
of Your devotees, who have received merely a slight trace of 
the mercy of Your lotus feet. Thus they become blessed and are 
the only ones who can understand the tattva of the glory of Your 
transcendental form, composed of eternality, knowledge and bliss. 
Even after long-term enthusiastic endeavour in practices such as 
jnana and vairagya (knowledge and renunciation), a person can 
never actually know Your glories. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “I am the original 
cause of the demigods and the rsis. That is why they can never understand 
the power of My pastimes on the strength of their own endeavours. 
That is, by their endeavours they cannot understand the reality of My 
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appearance in the material world in a human-like form. Everyone, 
including the demigods and great saintly personalities, searches for Me 
on the strength of their intelligence. Yet they can only partially realize 
Me, despite diligently endeavouring with their material intelligence. 
The aspect they can realize is nirvisesa-brahma, the formless negation 
of the mundane world. It is unmanifest, unvariegated and devoid of 
qualities. They consider this dry and tasteless nirvisesa-brahma to be the 
Absolute Truth, but it is not. I am that Supreme Absolute and the very 
embodiment of eternality, knowledge and bliss (s ac-cid-ananda). I always 
manifest Myself through My acintya-sakti (inconceivable potency). I 
am completely devoid of any material contamination and I possess all 
transcendental qualities. My apara-sakti (internal potency) manifests a 
partial aspect of My svarupa called Isvara, or Paramatma, who dwells 
within all jivas. The impersonal brahma is one of My indistinct forms, 
beyond the conception of the conditioned souls who are deluded by My 
external potency. Therefore, only two of My manifestations, Isvara (or 
Paramatma) and brahma, are indicated directly and indirectly within 
created objects. 

“Sometimes, by My inconceivable potency (the acintya-sakti) I 
manifest My own svarupa in this material world. At that time, the 
aforementioned demigods and great sages, who cannot understand 
the glory of My acintya-sakti on the strength of their own intelligence, 
think that the appearance of My eternal, transcendental form 
has manifested from the above-mentioned Paramatma, and they 
consider Me to be mortal. This is because they are bewildered by 
maya. Thinking the dry nature of My impersonal, undifferentiated 
feature ( brahma-bhava ) to be superior, they attempt to merge into it. 
My devotees, however, understand that My inconceivable potency is 
beyond the grasp of their limited human comprehension, and they 
simply engage in My bhajana. Upon seeing their attitude, I become 
compassionate and bestow pure intelligence upon them by which they 
can easily experience My svarupa." 

Verse 3 

TT TTc% II3II 
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yo mam ajam anadim ca vetti loka-mahesvaram 
asammudhah sa martyesu sarva-pdpaih pramucyate 

yah - who; mam - Me; ajam - as the unborn; anadim - without beginning; 
ca - and; vetti - knows; loha - of the worlds; maha-isvaram - the great 
controller; asammudhah - unbewildered; sah - he; martyesu - among 
mortals; sarva-papaih - from all sins; pramucyate - he is fully freed. 

Only he who knows Me as unborn, beginningless and the Supreme 
Controller of all the worlds is free from illusion, among mortals, 
and fully freed from all sins. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The following question may be raised. “Do the 
demigods and saintly personalities know the facts about the birth of 
Your body, which is para-brahma, beyond the bounds of all time and 
space?” 

Touching His chest with His forefinger, Sri Krsna responds by 
speaking this verse beginning with yo mam. “Only he who knows Me 
to be unborn knows Me in truth.” 

“Does this mean that only You are the beginningless truth and that 
the great Grandsire Tord Brahma is not? If Tord Brahma is without 
beginning, then he must know You to be Paramatma, without birth 
or cause.” 

In response, Sri Bhagavan says, yo mam vetti, etc. “Only he who 
knows Me to be without beginning or cause and to be unborn and 
yet born from Vasudeva, is the actual knower of the Truth.” Here, 
the word mam refers to Sri Bhagavan, who is born from Vasudeva. 
“According to My statement (in Gita 4.9), My birth and activities are 
divine. Because I am Paramatma, My taking birth and remaining 
unborn are performed by My inconceivable potency and are absolutely 
true.” It is said in the Gita (4.6), “Though I am unborn, I, who am 
eternal and unchanging, take birth.” Uddhava has also said: 

harmany anihasya bhavo ’bhavasya te 
durgasrayo ’thari-bhayat palayanam 
kalatmano yat pramada-yutasramah 
svatman-rateh khidyati dhir vidam iha 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.4.16) 


540 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Vibhuti-Yoga 


Verse 3 


O Prabhu, although You are desireless, You engage in action; 
although unborn, You take birth; although You are death 
personified, You run in fear of the enemy and hide in the fort 
of Dvaraka; and although You are self-satisfied, You enjoy with 
sixteen thousand women. Seeing these wonderful activities, the 
intelligence of even great scholars becomes bewildered. 

In this regard, there is a verse by Srila Rupa Gosvami, the author of Sri 
Laghu-bhagavatamrta: “Even though the scholars’ bewilderment in this 
case is not factual, it would still be better if it were absent. Therefore, 
the acintya-sakti is the cause of My variegated, or contradictory, nature 
which causes their bewilderment. In My damodara-llla, I appeared to 
be limited, My belly bound by a small thread of jingling bells. And 
simultaneously, I appeared to be unlimited, because My belly could not 
be bound by the long ropes of Mother Yasoda. This is beyond reasoning. 
In the same way, My taking birth and simultaneously not being born is 
also beyond reasoning.” 

By use of the word loka-mahesvaram, which means the “Supreme 
Lord of the universe”, Bhagavan explains His aisvarya, which is very 
difficult to understand. “O Arjuna, among human beings, only those 
who know your chariot driver to be the Supreme Lord of the universe 
(loka-mahesvara) are asammudhah, freed from all sins or obstacles to 
bhakti. Those who think that I am unborn, without beginning, and that 
have the nature of the Supreme Controller, etc., but who think that I 
only pretend to take birth, are sammudhah (bewildered) and are not 
liberated from sin.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Here it is stated that Sri 
Bhagavan is unborn, ajah. In the Second Chapter, the jlvas are also 
described as unborn. Although they are unborn, they are vibhinnamsa, 
separated parts of Bhagavan (Gita 15.7, mamaivamso jlva-loke). The jiva 
is an atomic conscious entity, anucit, but Bhagavan is the complete 
conscious entity, purnacit. The jlvas are under the control of Bhagavan’s 
maya, whereas Bhagavan is the master of maya. The shackled jlvas’ 
gross body is mutable, but Krsna’s body is sac-cid-ananda, immutable 
and eternal. When He descends into the material world, He comes in 
His own eternal svarupa through the medium of His yogamaya-sakti. 
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He existed before the creation, He exists now, and He will continue to 
exist in the future. The following mantras from the Vedas substantiate 
this conclusion: u aham evasam evagre - only I was existing before 
creation, when there was nothing but Me” ( Srlmad-Bhagavatam 2.9.33); 
“bhagavan eka asedam - Sri Bhagavan existed prior to the creation as one 
without a second” ( Srlmad-Bhagavatam 3.5.23); “ anadir adir govindah - 
that Original Person is Lord Govinda, who is without beginning” 
( Brahma-samhita 5.1); “ eko ha vai narayana asl - in the beginning, only 
Narayana existed” ( Maha Upanisad 1). 

The present verse describes that although Bhagavan is unborn, by 
the influence of His acintya-sakti He is simultaneously the eternal son 
of Vasudeva and Devaki, and of Nanda and Yasoda. His svarupa can 
only be understood by exclusive, one-pointed devotion and not by any 
other sadhana, or practice. 

One should not consider Sri Krsna to be an ordinary person, but if 
it is said that He is famous as the son of Devaki or Yasoda, then how 
can He be without birth? The answer to this is given in scriptures 
such as the Srlmad-Bhagavatam: “Sri Krsna did not take birth like 
an ordinary baby. In the prison house of Kamsa, He appeared before 
Vasudeva and Devaki in His youthful form, carrying a conch, disc, 
club and lotus flower, decorated with various types of ornaments, and 
with beautiful hair on His head. Later, at the request of Vasudeva and 
Devaki, He became a small baby.” Sri Krsna did not openly exhibit 
His pastime of being born in His two-armed form as Yasoda-nandana 
from the womb of Mother Yasoda in Gokula. Still, while only an infant, 
He killed very fearsome and powerful demons such as Putana and 
Sakatasura and thus liberated them. He displayed the whole universe 
within His child-like mouth and performed many other amazing 
activities not possible for an ordinary baby. Therefore, Sri Krsna is 
Svayarn Bhagavan, the controller of all other controllers, the source of 
everyone and without cause. 


Verses 4-5 

SPTT TTr^f ^FT: I 
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3#TFT dfcd-kRI ^RTT^RT: I 

■*T#vT ^TRT ^rTFTf RtT T*=T Tjsjfh^rr: \\^\\ 

buddhir jnanam asammohah ksama satyam damah samah 
sukham duhkham bhavo ’bhavo bhayam cabhayam eva ca 

ahimsa samata tustis tapo danam yaso ’yasah 
bhavanti bhava bhutanam matta eva prthag-vidhah 

buddhih - the ability to discern subtle meanings; jnanam - the knowledge to 
distinguish between matter and spirit; asammohah - absence of perturbation; 
ksama - tolerance; satyam - speaking the truth; damah - control over 
the external organs; samah - control of the mind; sukham - happiness; 
duhkham - unhappiness; bhavah - birth; abhavah - death; bhayam - fear; 
ca abhayam - and fearlessness; eva - certainly; ca - and; ahimsa - non¬ 
violence; samata - equanimity; tustih - satisfaction; tapah - accepting bodily 
austerities as directed in the Vedas and their corollary literatures; danam - 
charity; yasah - fame; ayasah - infamy; bhavanti - exist; bhavah - states of 
being; bhutanam - of the living beings; mattah - from Me; eva - solely; prthak- 
vidhah - various kinds. 

Intelligence, knowledge, freedom from anxiety, tolerance, truth¬ 
fulness, control of the senses, control of the mind, happiness, 
distress, birth, death, fear, fearlessness, non-violence, equanimity, 
satisfaction, austerity, charity, fame and criticism - all these diverse 
qualities of the living beings originate from Me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Those with knowledge of the Vedic scriptures 
are unable to comprehend Me simply on the strength of their own 
intelligence. Intelligence comes from Me alone, and it is produced from 
the mode of goodness, sattva-guna, which is within My material energy. 
It has no independent qualification to penetrate and understand tattva 
of Me which is gunatita, beyond the modes.” 

It is for this reason that Sri Bhagavan says, “There are three 
qualities that could indirectly cause one to acquire knowledge of 
Me: the ability to ascertain subtle meanings ( buddhi ), discrimination 
between conscious and unconscious objects ( jnanam ) and the absence 
of anxiety ( asammohah). But these three are not the direct cause of 
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acquiring knowledge of Me. And in this context, the other qualities 
seen in people are also not independent of Me.” 

Sri Bhagavan further states, “Tolerance ( ksama ), truthfulness (satya), 
control of the external senses ( dama ) and control of the mind ( sama ) all 
arise from the mode of goodness. Happiness ( sukha ) is in the mode of 
goodness and misery ( duhkha ) is in the mode of ignorance. Birth and 
death (bhavo ’bhavo ) are a special type of misery, and fear is in the mode 
of ignorance. Fearlessness arising from knowledge is in the mode of 
goodness, but if it is born from the mode of passion ( rajo-guna ) then it 
is rajasika. Samata means ‘to see equally the happiness and distress of 
others as one’s own’. Equanimity ( samata ) and non-violence ( ahimsa ) 
are born from the mode of goodness. Satisfaction ( tusti ) is sattvika, in 
the mode of goodness, if it is free from illusion. If not, then it is the mode 
of passion. When a person is free from illusion, or the feeling that he is 
the doer, his performance of austerity ( tapa ) and charity ( dana ) are in 
the mode of goodness. If performed by one who is under illusion, they 
are in the mode of passion. Fame (yasah) and infamy (ayasah) should 
be understood in the same manner. They have all originated from My 
illusory potency called maya, but since sakti (the energy) and saktiman 
(the energetic) are non-different, it should be understood that they are 
created by Me alone.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Here it is being established 
that Bhagavan alone is the primeval, original cause and the controller 
of everyone. Everything inert or conscious is related to Him by dint 
of the philosophy of acintya-bhedabheda-tattva - the fundamental 
principle of inconceivable oneness and difference between Bhagavan 
and His multifarious potencies. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “Even those 
people of fine intelligence who know the sastra cannot comprehend 
My tattva. The reason why is as follows: The characteristics of the 
living entities include intelligence, which has the ability to grasp 
subtle subjects, the ability to discriminate between that which is 
conscious and that which is not, freedom from anxiety, tolerance, 
truthfulness, control of the senses and the mind, happiness, distress, 
birth, death, non-violence, equanimity, satisfaction, austerity, charity, 
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fame and infamy. I am aloof from them all, although I am their original 
cause. After knowing My acintya-bhedabheda-tattva, the fundamental 
principle of inconceivable oneness and difference between Bhagavan 
and His multifarious potencies, nothing remains to be known. Sakti 
(energy) and saktiman (the energetic) are both non-different and 
different. Similarly I, saktiman, and everything in this ever-changing 
world, which has emanated from My energy, are different yet eternally 
non-different.” 


Verse 6 

Wfe TRT Tjsf RHcTRTSTT I 

H&T<=n RTFRTT ^TTrlT %T 1RTT: R^TT: IISJI 

maharsayah sapta purve catvaro manavas tatha 
mad-bhava manasa jdtd yesam loka imah prajah 

maha-rsayah - great sages; sapta - the seven; purve - before; catvarah - 
the four Kumaras headed by Sanaka; manavah - the Manus headed 
by Svayambhuva Manu; tatha - and; mat-bhavah - are born from Me; 
manasah - from My mind; jatah - born; yesam - from whom (come); 
loke - within this world; imah - these brahmanas, etc.; prajah - sons and 
grandsons and so forth. 

The seven maharsis such as Marlci, before them, the four 
brahmarsis such as Sanaka, and the fourteen Manus such as 
Svayambhuva are all born from My form of Hiranyagarbha 
(Visnu) through My mind. This human race has been populated 
by brahmanas and others who became their progeny or disciples, 
and by the disciples of their disciples. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: After explaining that those with attributes such 
as intelligence, knowledge and freedom from anxiety are incapable of 
comprehending knowledge of His tattva, Sri Bhagavan again explains 
their deficiencies. In other words, these qualities come from Krsna 
alone. Krsna is speaking this verse beginning with maharsayah. “The 
seven maharsis such as Marici and before them, the four Kumaras 
and the fourteen Manus such as Svayambhuva are all born from Me, 
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that is, from My form of Hiranyagarbha. They are born from My mind 
and so forth. The Earth is populated with brahmanas and ksatriyas, 
who are the sons, grandsons, disciples and grand-disciples of Marici, 
Sanaka and so on.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PR AKASIK A-VRTTI: Here, Sri Bhagavan is giving 
the genealogical synopsis of the universe, which is born from Him. 
Brahma, who was born from the energy of Maha-Visnu known as 
Hiranyagarbha, was the first living entity in this universe. The four 
Kumaras - Sanaka, Sananda, Sanatana and Sanat-kumara - were the 
first to come from Brahma. Then came the seven sages - Bhrgu, Marici, 
Atri, Pulastya, Pulaha, Kratu and Vasistha-and after them the fourteen 
Manus - (i) Svayambhuva, (2) Svarocisa, (3) Uttama, (4) Tamasa, 
(5) Raivata, (6) Caksusa, (7) Vaivasvata, (8) Savarni, (9) Daksasavarni, 
(10) Brahmasavarni, (n) Dharmasavarni, (12) Rudra-putra (Savarni), 
(13) Rocya (Devasavarni) and (14) Bhautyaka (Indrasavarni). They 
were all born from Hiranyagarbha, who is endowed with Krsna’s 
energy. Their progeny, a chain of disciples and grand-disciples such 
as brahmanas, populated the entire world. 

Verse 7 

T^cTT fcFjfcT ^FT ' 5 Tf cTr^cT: I 

H1?T TT?FT: IIV31| 

etdm vibhiitim yogam ca mama yo vetti tattvatah 
so ’vikalpena yogena yujyate natra samsayah 

etam - all of this; vibhiitim - opulence; yogam - the yoga of devotional 
service; ca - and; mama - of Mine; yah - who; vetti - knows; tattvatah - 
factually; sah - he; avihalpena - undeviatingly; yogena - with jnana-yoga 
(knowledge of Krsna’s tattvas); yujyate - becomes endowed; na atra - not 
on this point; samsayah - doubt. 

He who factually knows all of My opulences and the principles of 
bhakti-yoga becomes endowed with unwavering knowledge of Me. 
Of this there is no doubt. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.14.21) states “bhaktyaham 
ekaya grahyah - I am achieved only by aikantikl-bhakti, one-pointed 
devotion.” Only My one-pointed devotees, who by My mercy have 
strong theistic faith in My statements become aware of My tattva. 
For this reason, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with etam. 
Those who know the tattva of the opulences described earlier and the 
principles of bhakti-yoga are fixed in the understanding that these are 
the words of their Master, Sri Krsna, and thus the Supreme Truth. 
“They become endowed with yoga characterized by fixed knowledge 
of My tattva.” There is no doubt about this. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: There are many demigods on 
different planets who are appointed to maintain this universe. Among 
them, Brahma, the four Kumaras, the seven sages and the progenitors 
are prominent. Since they were all originally born from Bhagavan Sri 
Krsna, He is the grandfather of all grandfathers. With knowledge of 
Krsna’s opulence, one should engage in bhajana of Him with fixed 
faith and without any doubt. Without proper knowledge of Sri Krsna’s 
greatness, it is not possible to perform exclusive devotion to Him. 

Verse 8 

3ft g'Rcft TTrT: WF&t I 

#T FrclT FT qFRTRf^tcTT: II £11 

aham sarvasya prabhavo mattah sarvam pravartate 
iti matva bhajante mam budha bhava-samanvitah 

aham - I; sarvasya - of all creation; prabhavah - the source of creation; 
mattah - from Me; sarvam - everything; pravartate - emanates; iti - thus; 
matva - having comprehended; bhajante - worship; mam - Me; budhah - 
learned persons; bhava-samanvitah - endowed with transcendental 
emotion. 

I am the source of both mundane and spiritual worlds. Everything 
emanates from Me. The wise who know this well engage in 
bhajana of Me, with transcendental emotion in their hearts. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: While explaining His majestic features ( vibhutis ), 
which are characterized by great opulences (aisvarya), Sri Bhagavan 
says, “I am the original cause and the source of everything material 
and spiritual. Inspired by My svarupa as the indwelling Supersoul, 
the whole universe engages in work, and by the inspiration coming 
from My avataras such as Narada, all become engaged in the practice 
of devotional service ( bhakti ), knowledge ( jiidna ), austerity ( tapasya ), 
fruitive activity (karma), and so forth, for the attainment of their 
respective goals.” In defining aikantika bhakti-yoga, Sri Bhagavan 
says, “iti matva.” “Being fixed in this type of theistic knowledge and 
endowed with emotions (bhavas) such as servitorship and friendship 
to Me, those who perform bhajana of Me are panditas, who know the 
essence of the Vedas.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sri Krsna is the origin of both 
mundane and spiritual creations. Such knowledge of the essential 
Truth ( tattva-jnana ) is undoubtedly attainable from the instructions 
and mercy of Vaisnavas who are fully conversant with tattva. Only 
with the help of such transcendental knowledge can the thoughts 
of sadhus become fixed in pure devotion to Sri Krsna. One cannot 
acquire pure tattva-jnana if one receives instruction from modern 
concocted commentaries, which are devoid of bhakti, by hearing from 
bewildered so-called gurus, who are bereft of tattva-jnana. Nor can 
they benefit by receiving the instructions of so-called devotees. This 
is also confirmed in Srimad-Bhagavatam (4.7.50): 

aham brahma ca sarvas cajagatah karanam param 
atmesvara upadrasta svayam-drg avisesanah 

Lord Visnu replied: Brahma, Siva and I are the supreme cause 
of the material manifestation. I am the Supersoul and the self- 
sufficient witness. But in one sense, we are non-different because 
everything rests in Me. 

The Varaha Parana also states: 

narayanah paro devas tasmaj jatas caturmukhah 
tasmad rudro ’bhavad devah sa ca sarva-jnatam gatah 
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Sri Narayana is the Supreme Lord, and from Him alone Brahma, 
Rudra, etc., are born. Sri Narayana is omniscient. 

This Narayana is Sri Krsna’s vaibhava-vildsa, or pastime expansion 
of opulence. Elsewhere in the Vedas, Krsna is also described as the 
son of Devaki: brahmanyo devaki-putrah (Narayana Upanisad 4). 

Verse 9 

qv^Tfn TTqrTcTsmr ttrth i 

HI ^ Tt#vT xTIKII 

mac'ritta mad-gata-prana bodhayantah parasparam 
kathayantas ca mam nityam tusyanti ca ramanti ca 

mat-cittah - those whose hearts are offered to Me; mat-gata-pranah - 
whose every life breath is dedicated to Me; bodhayantah - enlightening; 
parasparam - each other; kathayantah - chanting My names, forms, etc.; 
ca - and; mam - My tattva; nityam - continuously; tusyanti - they always 
experience satisfaction; ca - and; ramanti - take delight; ca - also. 

Those whose minds are absorbed in Me and whose lives are 
wholeheartedly devoted to My service derive great satisfaction 
and bliss from constantly enlightening one another with the 
fundamental truth about Me and performing klrtana of My name, 
form, qualities and pastimes. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “By My mercy, only exclusive devotees attain 
buddhi-yoga and, although tattva-jhana, which is enriched by the 
above-mentioned characteristics, is difficult to conceive, they attain 
it. Mac-cittah refers to those whose minds are attracted to tasting the 
sweetness of My name, form, qualities and pastimes. Mad-gata-pranah 
refers to those who cannot maintain their lives without Me, just as 
a person cannot maintain his life without food. Bodhayantah means 
that such people lovingly enlighten each other about the nature and 
varieties of bhakti. Mam means ‘My names, qualities and pastimes are 
a great ocean of sweetness’. They attain bliss while describing and 
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loudly chanting them.” Therefore, hearing, chanting and remembering 
(. sravana , klrtana and smarana ) are superior to all other processes 
of bhakti. Such exclusive devotees attain satisfaction and bliss by 
performing this type of bhakti. This is the secret. In other words, by 
good fortune, they also attain satisfaction, and even during the stage 
of sadhana, they perform unobstructed bhajana, contemplating their 
future stage of perfection ( sadhya-dasa ) of sporting with Krsna. Sri 
Bhagavan’s statements here describe raganuga-bhakti only. 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the present verse, Sri Krsna 
is explaining the nature of His exclusive devotees and the varieties of 
bhakti. Here the word mad-gata-pranah means, “My bhaktas are unable 
to maintain their lives without Me, just as fish cannot remain alive 
without water.” If a fish comes out of the water and on to the beach 
with a desire to achieve happiness, it will certainly die quickly. In the 
same way, the living entities who are adverse to Sri Hari are as good as 
dead, even while living. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “The character 
of those whose minds are exclusively devoted to Me is as follows. 
By completely offering their minds and lives to Me, they mutually 
exchange their devotional sentiments, bhavas , and remain engaged in 
glorifying My pastimes and so forth. In this way, during the stage of 
sadhana , they attain the happiness of bhakti by performing sravanam 
and klrtana, hearing and chanting about Me. Having attained their 
goal (sadhya), that is, after attaining prema through practising the 
path of spontaneous devotion ( raganuga-bhakti ), they experience the 
pleasure of directly enjoying with Me in Vraja in madhura-rasa, the 
mellow of sweetness.” 


Verse io 

TRHRtF/RI ■qRTcTT ylldMHTRI 
RfeRFi ?T TTPTqRlf% ?hUo|| 

tesam satata-yuktdndm bhajatam prlti-purvakam 
dadami bnddhi-yogam tam yena mam upayanti te 
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tesam - for those; satata-yuktanam - who always hanker for My eternal 
association; bhajatam - who worship Me; priti-piirvakam - with love; 
dadami -1 bestow; buddhi-yogam - transcendental knowledge; tam - that; 
yena - by which; mam - Me; upayanti - approach; te - they. 

To those who worship Me with love and yearn for My eternal 
association, I give that transcendental knowledge by which they 
attain Me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “So, they attain satisfaction and bliss. According 
to Your statement, Your devotees attain supreme bliss only by per¬ 
forming bhakti to You. It is therefore clear that they are beyond the 
modes of material nature, the gunas. But how do they get direct 
realization of You, and from whom do they learn the process to 
achieve it?” Anticipating this question from Arjuna, Sri Bhagavan 
speaks this verse beginning with tesam. “I personally inspire all the 
natural tendencies within the hearts of those who desire My eternal 
association. This buddhi-yoga cannot be achieved by individual effort, 
nor can it be obtained from someone else. It is bestowed by Me alone, 
and only such loving bhaktas are qualified to receive it. After being 
equipped with this buddhi-yoga, they achieve Me.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: This verse explains how 
ananya-bhaktas attain direct realization of Sri Krsna. Krsna says, “To 
those who continuously perform bhajana of Me with love, I personally 
grant buddhi-yoga by which they easily attain direct realization of Me.” 
It is also said in Srimad-Bhagavatam (4.28.41): 

saksad bhagavatoktena guruna harina nrpa 
visuddha-jnana-dipena sphurata visvato-mukham 

O King, Bhagavan Himself, as the guru of Malayadhvaja, 
illuminated his heart with the light of knowledge. 

This is also explained in Vedanta-sutra (3.8.48): “visesanugrahas ca - 
one can only see Krsna by His mercy.” 
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Verse ii 

cTTT: I 

HRW^rrq'qTSTP-TT ^Tr-FoTcTr II S(S( II 

tesam evanukampartham aham ajnana-jarh tamah 
nasayamy atma-bhava-stho jhana-dlpena bhasvata 

tesam - for them; eva - only; anukampa-artham - out of compassion; 
aham - I; ajnana-jam - born of ignorance; tamah - darkness (in the form 
of material existence); nasayami - I destroy; atma-bhava-sthah - situated 
within the intelligence (of the jivdtmd); jnana-dlpena - with the lamp of 
transcendental knowledge; bhasvata - with the blazing. 

Only out of compassion for devotees who are exclusively devoted 
to Me do I, dwelling within their intelligence, destroy with the 
blazing lamp of transcendental knowledge the darkness of material 
existence, which is born of ignorance. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna may ask, “Surely, You cannot be achieved 
by a person who has not acquired real knowledge. That is why one 
will endeavour for vidya.” In response, Sri Bhagavan says, “No, no. 
I am explaining how I bless only My ananya-bhaktas, not yogis or 
others. I Myself am always enthusiastic to give My mercy to them 
so they need not undergo any anxiety to achieve it. Entering the 
core of their intelligence (dtma-bhavastha), I dispel the darkness of 
their hearts with the lamp of knowledge. That knowledge, which 
enlightens one about Me, is not in the material mode of goodness; 
rather it is transcendental ( nirguna ). And because this knowledge is 
born from bhakti, it is special, even when compared to other forms 
of transcendental knowledge. Only with the lamp of this particular 
knowledge do I destroy the darkness in their hearts. Therefore, why 
should they endeavour for this? For those who are exclusively devoted 
to Me, I carry responsibility for their maintenance and fulfil their 
requirements.” In accordance with this statement of the Gita (9.22), 
Sri Bhagavan accepts the burden of satisfying all of the material and 
spiritual needs of His exclusive devotees. 
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The above four verses, known as catuh-sloki gita, constitute the 
essence of the teachings of Bhagavad-gita. They are celebrated as all- 
auspicious and they dispel the misery of all living entities. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Although jnanis and yogis 
try to attain knowledge by the power of their own intelligence, they 
remain unsuccessful. Only the ananya-bhaktas, the devotees of Sri 
Krsna who take exclusive shelter of Him, easily attain knowledge of 
Him by His mercy. And since the bhaktas cannot maintain their lives 
without Krsna, they are the supreme object of His mercy. Sri Baladeva 
Vidyabhusana quotes Krsna as saying: “Being pleased by their mood 
of exclusive devotion, I bestow upon them My complete mercy, and I 
also inspire their intelligence, just as I provide their necessities and 
maintain what they have. The full responsibility for their maintenance 
is solely Mine. They do not need to endeavour for anything.” 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “In this way, 
ignorance cannot remain within those who engage in the process of 
bhakti-yoga. Some think that only those who try to search after the 
Absolute Reality by sequentially eliminating that which is non-real 
according to the principle of negation, attain true knowledge, and that 
those who simply cultivate the process of bhakti are unable to attain 
such rare jnana. O Arjuna, the basic idea is that the insignificant 
jlva can never attain real knowledge of the unlimited Reality merely 
on the strength of his own intelligence. No matter how much he 
deliberates, he can never achieve even a particle of pure knowledge. 
But if I bless him, then the minute living entity can easily acquire 
complete and thorough transcendental knowledge by the influence 
of My inconceivable potencies. Simply by dwelling within the hearts 
of My ananya-bhaktas, I easily enlighten them with the lamp of 
transcendental knowledge. By special mercy, I become situated in 
their hearts and completely destroy the darkness born of ignorance, 
which arises from mundane association. It is the right of the living 
entity to acquire pure knowledge, which only appears by the process 
of bhakti-yoga, not by reasoning.” 

Just as the essence of Srimad-Bhagavatam is contained within four 
verses (2.9.33-36) spoken directly by Bhagavan Sri Krsna to Brahma, 
so the above four verses (10.8-11) are the essence of Bhagavad-gita. For 
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this reason, they are popularly known as catuh-sloki glta. The essence 
of the Gita, as described in these four verses, is bhakti. Sri Krsna is 
personally explaining the nature of ananya-bhakti, exclusive devotion, 
to Arjuna. When the sadhaka takes shelter of ananya-bhakti, Sri Krsna 
bestows His mercy upon him so that he can easily cross the ocean of 
material existence and become eligible to enter bhakti characterized 
by five primary mellows (rasa-mayi bhakti) in the land of Vraja. 

Verses 12-13 

Ti wi ■qr «tft qfok wr ^fti 
■ q^ Yrr?<Tri 

3 qkr?ff otrt: w stcftfk 4 11«11 

arjuna uvaca - 

param brahma param dhama pavitram paramam bhavan 
purusam sasvatam divyam adi-devam ajam vibhum 

ahus tvam rsayah sarve devarsir naradas tatha 
asito devalo vyasah svayam caiva bravlsi me 

arjuna uvaca - Arjuna said; param brahma - the supreme spirit; param 
dhama - the supreme abode; pavitram paramam - the supremely pure; 
bhavan - Your Lordship; purusam - personal form; sasvatam - the eternal; 
divyam - divine; adi-devam - the original Lord; ajam - unborn; vibhum - 
all-pervasive; ahuh - speak; tvam - of You; rsayah - the sages; sarve - all; 
deva-rsih - sage among the gods; naradah - Narada, the giver (da) of Nara 
(Bhagavan); tatha - in this way; asitah - Asita; devalah - Devala; vyasah - 
Vedavyasa; svayam - You Yourself; ca - and; eva - indeed; bravisi - are 
speaking it; me - to me. 

Arjuna said: I know that You are the Supreme Absolute Truth and 
the Supreme Abode. You are supremely pure and the destroyer 
of the impurity of ignorance. The great rsis such as Devarsi 
Narada, Asita, Devala and Vyasa also glorify You as the eternal 
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Personality, the transcendental and primeval Lord, who is unborn 
and omnipresent. Now You personally are saying this to me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna now speaks this verse beginning with 
param. He does so with a desire to hear in detail the meaning of 
what was previously described in brief. Param means ‘the highest’ 
and dhama means ‘You are parama-brahma, possessing the beautiful 
form of Syamasundara’. According to the Amara-kosa, grha (home), 
deha (body), tvit (complexion), prabhava (glory) and dhama (abode) 
are all synonymous. “You are that very dhama. Unlike the living 
entities, there is no difference between You and Your body.” What is 
the svarupa of that dhama? In response Sri Bhagavan says, “pavitram- 
paramam - whoever sees the svarupa of this form becomes free from 
the impurity of ignorance.” 

“Therefore, the sages call You sasvatam purusam ahuh (the eternal 
person) and glorify the eternal nature of Your human form.” 

Verse 14 

-HdUd^d 'ZFqf #TI 

H ■qWT czrirb Idc^dl H ^FFTT: II **11 

sarvam etad rtam manye yan mam vadasi kesava 
na hi te bhagavan vyaktim vidur deva na danavah 

sarvam - all; etat - that; rtam - truth; manye - I consider; yat - which; 
mam - to me; vadasi - You are saying; kesava - O Kesava; na - neither; 
hi - because; te - Your; bhagavan - O all-opulent Lord; vyaktim - tattva, 
or birth; viduh - comprehend; devah - the gods; na - nor; danavah - the 
demons. 

O Kesava, I accept all that You have told me to be true, for neither 
the demigods nor the demons comprehends the essential truth of 
You and Your birth. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna says, “1 have no doubt about this. Other 
sages consider You, who are the Supreme Absolute Truth, to be 
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unborn, but they do not know about Your birth. They do not know 
how it is possible for You, parabrahma, to simultaneously take birth 
and not take birth. You say, The demigods and the great saints do not 
know about My appearance’ (Gita 10.2), but I accept everything You 
tell me as truth, O Kesava. Ka refers to Brahma and Isa refers to Rudra. 
Since, in regard to Your tattva and appearance, You have even bound 
these two personalities in ignorance, it is not surprising that the other 
demigods and the demons also cannot know You.” 

Verse 15 

T5R^cnrCRT?qFT r=T T^flrR I 

'JTcrqicFT 'dhrMcl II 

svayam evatmanatmanam vettha tvam purusottama 
bhuta-bhavana bhutesa deva-deva jagat-pate 

svayam - Yourself; eva - only; atmana - by Yourself; atmanam - Yourself; 
vettha - know; tvam - You; purusa-uttama - O Supreme Person; bhuta- 
bhavana - the father of all living beings; bhuta-lsa - Lord of all created 
beings; deva-deva - God of gods; jagat-pate - Master of the cosmic 
manifestation. 

O Purusottama, Supreme Person! O Bhuta-bhavana, creator of 
beings! O Bhutesa, father of all created beings! O Deva-deva, God 
of gods! O Jagat-pati, Master of the universe! You alone know 
Yourself by Your own potency. 

SArARTHA-VARSINL “Thus You alone know Yourself. The word 
eva establishes that Your devotees know the tattva of Your being 
unborn yet taking birth. This is inconceivable. Yet even they cannot 
say how this is accomplished. Only by Your internal potency, the 
cit-sakti, do You know Yourself, not by any other means. Therefore, 
tvam purusottama, You are the best of persons, superior even to the 
creator of the maha-tattva, Maha-Visnu. You are not only the best, 
but You are bhuta-bhavana, the controller of everyone, right up to the 
great Grandsire Brahma. You are not only the Controller but also the 
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Lord of the demigods. In other words, You sport with the demigods 
such as Brahma and Siva, who are like instruments in Your pastimes. 
Furthermore, You are Jagat-pati, the Master of the universe. Out of 
Your unlimited compassion, You are the Master of all jlvas like me, 
who are living in this material world. 

“The four invocations in this verse are merely explanations of the 
word purusottama. For example, ‘O Bhuta-bhavana, You are the father 
of all living beings.’ Sometimes, someone may be a father but does 
not control his offspring. But, O Bhutesa, You are the controller of all 
living beings. Someone may be the controller of living entities but not 
be worshipable, but You, O Deva-deva, God of gods, are worshipable 
even for the demigods. Someone may possess all of these qualities 
and still fail to maintain other living entities, but, O Jagat-pati, You 
maintain the entire universe.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINIPRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Desiring to hear in detail the 
opulences of Bhagavan Sri Krsna, Arjuna speaks in support of His 
statements: “Only You know the glory of Your inconceivable reality, 
the acintya-tattva. Nobody, including demigods, Danavas or humans, 
can know even a particle of Your glories by their independent 
endeavour. Only Your exclusive devotees can know something of it by 
Your mercy. Therefore, please be merciful to me.” 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Arjuna as saying, “O Bhuta- 
bhavana! O Bhutesa! O Deva-deva! O Jagat-pati! O Purusottama! Only 
You, by Your own cit-sakti, know about Your own personality and the 
tattva of Your birth. Demigods and humans can never understand 
by their own intelligence how Your eternal form, the same form of 
eternality, knowledge and bliss, becomes manifest within this material 
world, while at the same time remaining independent from the laws 
of this world. Only those upon whom You bestow Your mercy can 
understand this.” 


Verse 16 





UlrqfeqM: I 
id mih 11 


^1 
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vaktum arhasy asesena divya hy atma-vibhutayah 
yabhir vibhutibhir lokan imams tvam vydpya tisthasi 

vaktum - to explain; arhasi - You are able; asesena - fully; divyah - divine; 
hi - certainly; atma-vibhutayah - Your own opulences; yabhih - with 
which; vibhutibhih - opulences; lokan - worlds; iman - these; tvam - You; 
vydpya - pervading; tisthasi - reside. 

Only You are able to fully describe Your divine majestic opulences 
by which You pervade and reside throughout the entire creation. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Your tattva is very difficult to understand. I 
am now inquisitive to know about Your majestic opulences ( vibhiitis ). 
If you say that those divine opulences cannot be explained in full, at 
least please tell me about Your superior vibhiitis.” 

Verse 17 

few# WPR^i TIcfT t|RR<-d <4HJ 

katham vidyam aham yogims tvam sada paricintayan 
kesu kesu ca bhavesu cintyo ’si bhagavan maya 

katham - how?; vidyam aham - may I know; yogin - O person possessed 
of the potency of yogamaya; tvam - You; sada - always; paricintayan - 
contemplate; kesu kesu - in what various; ca - and; bhavesu - aspects; 
cintyah - to be contemplated; asi - are You; bhagavan - O all-opulent 
Personality; maya - by me. 

O Supreme Mystic, possessor of the yogamaya-sakti, how shall 
I know You and constantly think of You? O Bhagavan, which of 
Your variegated aspects should I contemplate and in which moods 
am I to meditate? 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna says, “O Yogin, by which means can I 
constantly know You while fully meditating on You? In the Gita (18.55), 
You say, ‘Only by bhakti can one know the truth of My opulences and My 
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svarupa! So now I would like to know my duty. In which forms do You 
reside, and with what vision should I devotedly meditate upon You?” 

The word yogin (the abode of yogamaya ) is likened to the word 
vanamali (He who wears a forest-flower garland). [This is a qualifying 
adjective used only for a special person. For example, it is not that 
each and every person who wears a forest-flower garland can be called 
vanamali. Similarly, one who possesses the yogamaya-sakti is called 
yogin. This exclusively refers to Krsna.] 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Having requested Sri 
Bhagavan in the previous verse to describe His majestic opulences, 
Arjuna specifically prays in this verse to understand in which objects 
and forms His opulences exist. Yogamaya, the internal potency, who 
can make the impossible possible, is always residing with Sri Krsna. 
For this reason, Arjuna addresses Him asyogin, the abode of yogamaya. 
Only Krsna is able to personally describe His opulences. This is being 
indicated here. 


Verse 18 

fernfrl xT I 

*FT: HlftcT 

vistarendtmano yogam vibhutim ca janardana 
bhuyah kathaya trptir hi srnvato nasti me ’mrtam 

vistarena - in a detailed manner; atmanah - of Your; yogam - mystic 
powers; vibhutim - opulences; ca - and; janardana - O Janardana (who 
inspires the hearts of all people); bhuyah - further; kathaya - speak; 
trptih - a satiation point; hi - because; srnvatah - while hearing; na asti - 
there is no; me - for me; amrtam - nectar (of topics describing You). 

O Janardana, please tell me again in detail about Your mystic 
powers and opulences, for I am not satiated from hearing Your 
nectarean words. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: “In the Gita (10.8), You say, ‘ahath sarvasya 
prabhavo mattah sarvam pravartate - I am the source of all worlds, 
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both mundane and spiritual. Everything emanates from Me,’ and 
‘iti matva bhajante mam - knowing Me in this way, learned scholars 
who know the essence of the Vedas, render loving service to Me.’ 
You say that everything in existence is Your opulence and that 
learned personalities engage in service to You through bhakti-yoga. O 
Janardana, the sweetness of Your beneficial instructions has created a 
greed in me, and now 1 yearn for a more detailed description ( vistarena ). 
In this regard, what can 1 do? Now that 1 have tasted the nectar of Your 
instructions through my ears, I am not satisfied. Therefore, please 
explain them again in detail.” 

Verse 19 



•graRTcT: feRvTEFT 4II V* II 

sri bhagavan uvaca - 

hanta te kathayisyami divya hy atma-vibhutayah 
pradhanyatah kuru-srestha nasty anto vistarasya me 

sri bhagavan - the resplendent and all-opulent Personality of Godhead; 
uvaca - said; hanta - yes; te - to you; kathayisyami - I shall describe; 
divyah - My divine; hi - certainly; atma-vibhutayah - personal opulences; 
pradhanyatah - most prominent; kuru-srestha - O best of the Kurus; na asti 
- there is no; antah - limit; vistarasya - extensive (glories); me - My. 

SrT Bhagavan said: O best of the Kurus, I shall certainly describe 
My divine opulences to you, but I will only describe those that are 
prominent, for there is no limit to My glories. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The word hanta in this verse indicates 
compassion. Sri Bhagavan says, “I will only explain My prominent 
glories because actually, there is no end to them.” Vibhutayah means 
‘the host of opulences’. The word divya signifies, “1 will only speak of 
My superior glories, not insignificant ones such as blades of grass.” 
Here, the word vibhuti implies both material as well as spiritual 
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objects, all of which are generated from Bhagavan’s energy and all of 
which should be meditated upon in relation to His form, according to 
their degree of relative importance. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Having heard Arjuna’s request 
for a description of vibhuti-yoga, Bhagavan answers with the word 
hanta, or ‘yes’, thus showing him great compassion and indicating that 
it is impossible to describe His unlimited opulences, or vibhutis. He 
says that He will explain the most prominent among them for Arjuna’s 
sake. Because these opulences directly originate from His sakti, they 
should be understood in relation to Bhagavan. He is eternally present in 
His two-armed Syamasundara form as the source of all these vibhutis, 
although He is distinct from them. After describing these opulences, Sri 
Krsna concludes by saying, “Only by one of My portions (an amsa) do I 
pervade this whole universe of moving and non-moving beings. I do not 
pervade it by My complete Self.’’ 

Whatever glorious object or quality that exists in this world has 
emanated from His power. One should understand this topic in this 
way. 

It is clear from the above statements of Sri Krsna that the svarupa 
of Bhagavan exists independently of these opulences, and that this 
svarupa is indeed Vrajendra-nandana Sri Krsna. 


Verse 20 




aham atma gudakesa sarva-bhiitasaya-sthitah 
aham cidis ca madhyam ca bhutanam anta eva ca 


aham - I; atma - the Supersoul; gudaka-isa - O controller of sleep; 
sarva-bhuta - of all beings; asaya - in the hearts; sthitah - seated; aham - 
I; adih - the cause of creation; ca - also; madhyam - the cause of 
maintenance; ca - and; bhutanam - of all beings; antah - the cause of 
destruction; eva - certainly; ca - also. 
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O Gudakesa, I am the indwelling witness, who resides within 
the heart of every living entity, and I alone am the cause of the 
creation, maintenance and destruction of all beings. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan says, “O Arjuna, you should 
understand that it is only one of My portions that is the cause of all 
vibhutis.” Here the word atma refers to the Supersoul and witness of 
material nature ( prakrti ), the purusa-avatara Karanodakasayl Visnu, 
who creates the mahat-tattva. Gudakesa means ‘one who has control 
over sleep’. By using this word, Sri Bhagavan indicates that Arjuna 
is capable of meditating. “I am also the Supersoul of the complete 
creation, sarva-bhutasaya-sthitah.” Sarva-bhuta means ‘Vairaja’ or 
‘Lord Brahma’. “I am the Supersoul (Antaryami) situated within the 
heart of Vairaja, or Brahma. In other words, I am Garbhodakasayi 
Visnu, the Supersoul of the complete creation, and because I am 
also situated within the heart of every living entity, I am also the 
individual Supersoul, Kslrodakasayl Visnu. I alone am the beginning 
(birth), middle (existence) and end (the cause of annihilation) of the 
jlvas.” 


Verse 21 

3T# II ^ II 

adityanam aham visnur jyotisam ravir amsuman 
marlcir marutam asmi naksatranam aham sasl 

adityanam - of the Adityas; aham - I; visnu - Visnu, the all-pervasive 
on e'Jyotisam - of luminaries; ravih - sun; amsuman - the greatly radiant; 
maricih - Marlci; marutam - of the Maruts (wind-gods); asmi - I am; 
naksatranam - of the stars; aham - I; sasi - the moon. 

Of the twelve Adityas I am Visnu, who is My opulence. Among 
luminaries I am the radiant sun, of the Maruts (wind-gods) I am 
Marlci, and among stars I am the moon. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Among the twelve Adityas I am the sun named 
Visnu. Among the luminaries everywhere I am the radiant sun. And I 
am Marici, a special variety of wind.” 

Verse 22 

^FTl TTR^tsfar ^FTFrfPT WWV. I 

TR^rrfFT ^cTFTFrfFT ^rFTT II ^ II 

vedanam sama-vedo ’smi devanam asmi vdsavah 
indriyanam manas casmi bhutanam asmi cetana 

vedanam - of the Vedas; sama-vedah - the Sama Veda; asmi - I am; 
devanam - of gods; asmi - I am; vdsavah - Indra; indriyanam - of the 
senses; manah - the mind; ca - and; asmi - I am; bhutanam - in living 
beings; asmi - I am; cetana - consciousness. 

Of the Vedas I am the Sama Veda, among the demigods I am 
Indra, of the senses I am the mind, and among living beings I am 
consciousness. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: The word vdsavah means ‘Indra’. Bhutanam 
means ‘that which is related to the living entities’ and cetana means 
‘consciousness’ or ‘knowledge potency’. 

Verse 23 

Tisimi farm! 

cRTTf qicp^nftR- ^ II 

rudranam sahkaras casmi vitteso yaksa-raksasdm 
vasunam pavakas casmi meruh sikharinam aham 

rudranam - of Rudras; sankarah - Sankara; ca - and; asmi - I am; vitta- 
I sah - the lord of wealth, Kuvera; yaksa-raksasam - of yaksas and raksasas; 
vasunam - of the Vasus; pavakah - fire; ca - and; asmi - I am; meruh - 
Mount Sumeru; sikharinam - of peaked mountains; aham - I. 
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Of all the Rudras I am Sankara, of the Yaksas and Raksasas I am 
Kuvera, of the eight Yasus I am Agni, and among mountains I am 
Sumer u. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The word vitta-isah means ‘Kuvera, the lord of 
wealth’. 


Verse 24 

■q^RTT R WT ITT ^RfcWI 

^TH^TTR^ TR^TT*=rfw TTFTT: IRXll 

purodhasam ca mukhyam mam viddhi pdrtha brhaspatim 
senaninam aham skandah sarasam asmi sagarah 

purodhasam - of priests; ca - and; mukhyam - the chief; mam - Me; viddhi - 
know; pdrtha - O son of Prtha; brhaspatim - Brhaspati; senaninam - of 
generals; aham - I; skandah - Karttikeya; sarasam - of reservoirs of water; 
asmi - I am; sagarah - the ocean. 

O Partha, of priests know Me to be Brhaspati, the chief. Of generals 
I am Karttikeya, and among reservoirs of water I am the ocean. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: The word skandah refers to Karttikeya. 

Verse 25 

R^TFff RWTtsfar TSTTcRMT %WPT: II ^ II 

maharsinam bhrgur aham giram asmy ekam aksaram 
yajhanam japa-yajho ’smi sthavaranam himalayah 

maha-rsinam - of great sages; bhrguh - Bhrgu; aham - I; giram - of 
utterances; asmi - I am; ekam aksaram - the one all-encompassing 
syllable (encompassing all reality) om; yajnanam - of sacrifices; japa- 
yajnah - the sacrifice of meditative chanting of Sri Bhagavan’s holy name; 
asmi - am; sthavaranam - of non-moving things; himalayah - the 
Himalayan mountains. 
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Among great sages I am Bhrgu, among utterances I am the all- 
encompassing syllable om, of sacrifices I am the meditative 
chanting of the holy name, and among non-moving entities I am 
the Himalayan mountains. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The words ekam aksaram mean pranava om. 

Verse 26 

3T^?er: xr qrn^: i 

TF%}crfuri %^FIT cbfavi) *#T: II ^ II 

asvatthah surva-vrksdndrh devarslnam ca naradah 
gandharvanam citrarathah siddhanam kapilo munih 

asvatthah - the sacred fig tree ( plpala ); sarva-vrksanam - of all trees; deva¬ 
rslnam - of celestial sages; ca - and; naradah - Narada Rsi; gandharvanam - 
of Gandharvas; citrarathah - Citraratha; siddhanam - of perfected beings; 
kapilah - Kapila; munih - the ascetic. 

Of trees I am the plpala, of celestial sages I am Narada, of 
Gandharvas I am Citraratha, and among perfected beings I am 
Kapila Muni. 

Verse 27 

TfTFTd TF^sTFTT HTMT ^ HTlfWTIRVsIl 

uccaihsravasam asvanam viddhi mam amrtodbhavam 
airavatam gajendrdndm naranam ca naradhipam 

uccaihsravasam - as Uccaihsrava; asvanam - of horses; viddhi - know; 
mam - Me; amrta-udbhavam - born from the churning of the ocean 
of nectar; airavatam - Airavata; gajendrdndm - of elephants; naranam - of 
men; ca - and; nara-adhipam - the lord of men (the king). 

Of horses know Me to be Uccaihsrava, born from the churning of 
the ocean to extract nectar. Among elephants I am Airavata, and 
among men I am the king. 
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SARARTHA-VARSINI: Amrtodbhavam means ‘born from the churning of 
the ocean to extract nectar’. 


Verse 28 

3WJFTFr# cF5T ^FFTrRbFT ^ITOI 
'ERRYxrrfFT : TTqf^TFrfPT clKHJch: || ^ || 

ayudhanam aham vajram dhenunam asmi kamadhuk 
prajanas casmi kandarpah sarpanam asmi vasukih 

ayudhanam - of weapons; aham - I; vajram - the thunderbolt; dhenunam - 
of cows; asmi - am; kamadhuk - the wish-fulfilling cow; prajanah - the 
(famed) progenitor; ca - and; asmi - 1 am; kandarpah - Cupid; sarpanam - 
of snakes; asmi - I am; vasukih - Vasuki. 

Among weapons I am the thunderbolt, and of cows I am 
Kamadhenu, the wish-fulfilling cow. I am the god of love, 
Kandarpa, who causes procreation, and among snakes I am Vasuki. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: The word kamadhuk means kamadhenu, the 
wish-fulfilling cow. Among procreators I am indeed Kandarpa 
(Cupid), who causes the birth of the living beings. 

Verse 29 

HFTHI WHt 

fTqnrrq-ifqi xflfeT qq: WTcTTR^T II ^ II 

anantas casmi naganam varuno yadasam aham 
pitfnam aryama casmi yamah samyamatam aham 

anantah - Ananta; ca - and; asmi - am; naganam - of divine serpents; 
varunah - Varuna, lord of the waters; yadasam - of aquatics; aham - I; 
pitfnam - of ancestors; aryama - Aryama; ca - and; asmi - am; yamah - 
Yamaraja; samyamatam - of chastisers; aham - I. 

Of Nagas I am the divine serpent Ananta, among aquatics I am 
Varuna, lord of the waters, of the ancestors I am Aryama, and of 
chastisers I am Yamaraja. 
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SARARTHA-VARSINI: Her eyadasam means ‘of the aquatics’. Samyamatam 
means ‘of those who give punishment’. 

Verse 30 

WT^frfFr tc^TFTT ^TvT: ^eFTcTFTFTI 
ifTTW ^ i qf^FTFTII^o|| 

prahladas casmi daityanam kalah kalayatam aham 
mrganam ca mrgendro ’ham vainateyas ca paksinam 

prahladah - the fearless jnani-bhakta (Prahlada); ca - and; asmi - am; 
daityanam - of daityas (the demoniac descendants of Diti); kalah - time; 
kalayatam - of controllers; aham - I; mrganam - of beasts; ca - and; mrga- 
indrah - the chief of beasts, the lion; aham - I; vainateyah - the son of 
Vinata, Garuda; ca - and; paksinam - of birds. 

Among the daityas I am Prahlada, and of controllers I am time. Of 
beasts I am the lion, and among birds I am Garuda. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: The word kalayatam means ‘among the 
controllers’, mrga-indrah means ‘lion’, and vainateyah means ‘Garuda’. 

Verse 31 

WT: TcffTPriTH TPT: I 

?PTFrr T^BTT^'lf-Ff hfid-HIHfUl 113*11 

pavanah pavatam asmi ramali sastra-bhrtam aham 
jhasanam makaras casmi srotasam asmi jahnavi 

pavanah - the wind; pavatam - of purifiers; asmi - am; ramah - Parasurama; 
sastra-bhrtam - of wielders of weapons; aham - I; jhasanam - of aquatic 
creatures; makarah - the makara, a fabulous marine creature, half 
alligator half shark; ca - and; asmi - am; srotasam - of rivers; asmi - am; 
jahnavi - the Ganga (born from the thigh of the sage Jahnu). 

Among that which is swift and purifying I am the wind, of 
wielders of weapons I am the saktyavesa-avatdra Parasurama. 
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Among the aquatics I am the makara, and among all the rivers, 
I am the Ganga. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Pavatam means ‘among the fast-moving and 
purifying, I am the wind.’ Here, the word ramah refers to Lord 
Parasurama. Because he is an avesa-avatara, a special jiva empowered 
by Sri Bhagavan and endowed with Bhagavan’s sakti, he is included 
among the vibhutis, or opulences, of Bhagavan. In Bhagavatamrtam the 
following statement from the Padma Parana has been cited: “O Devi, 
I have explained to you the entire history of the sakty avesa-avatara, 
Jamadagnya (Parasurama, the son of Jamadagni), the carrier of the 
axe.” Furthermore, Sri Bhagavan empowered Parasurama with His 
potency. The book Bhagavatamrtam describes the characteristic of an 
avesa-avatara: “When Sri Janardana empowers an exalted living entity 
with one of His potencies such as jhana, that living entity is counted 
as an avesa-avatara.” 

“Among aquatics ( jhasdnam ) I am the exalted makara, and of rivers 
(srotasdm ) I am the Gariga.” 


Verse 32 

3T?zrTrt#rsrr fersnpri ^: ycKdiHSHJi ^" 

sarganam adir antas ca madhyam caivaham arjuna 
adhyatma-vidya vidyanam vadah pravadatam aham 

sarganam - of created objects such as the sky, etc.; adih - the creator 
(beginning); antah - the dissolution (end); ca - and; madhyam - the 
maintainer (middle); ca - and; eva - certainly; aham - I; arjuna - O 
Arjuna; adhyatma-vidya - knowledge of the self; vidyanam - of processes 
of knowledge; vadah - the philosophical conclusion; pravadatam - of 
logical arguments; aham - I. 

O Arjuna, I am the creator, maintainer and destroyer of all created 
objects, such as the sky. Of all knowledge I am knowledge of the 
self, and in logical debate I am vada, the philosophical principle 
that asserts the conclusive truth. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: “That which is created, such as the sky, is called 
sarga. I am the creator ( adi - the beginning), annihilator (anta - the 
end) and maintainer ( madhya - middle) of these. Therefore, since 
creation, maintenance and annihilation are My opulences, one should 
meditate upon them.” The statement, “I am the beginning, middle and 
end,” establishes that Sri Bhagavan is the original doer ( kartta) behind 
all creation. “Of Vedic knowledge, 1 am atma-jhana, knowledge of the 
self. Within logical debate ( pravadatam ), consisting of jalpa, vitanda 
and vada, which establish one’s own point and refute the opponent’s 
assertion, I am vada, by which the correct siddhanta and tattva are 
established.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In this verse, Bhagavan has 
explained that of the various aspects of knowledge, His opulence is 
adhyatma-vidya, spiritual knowledge of the self. Vidya (knowledge) is 
the education a person acquires in relation to knowable subjects by 
using his own intelligence. The scriptures describe eighteen types of 
vidyas. Among them, fourteen are prominent: 

aiigani vedas catvaro mlmamsa nyaya-vistarah 

dharma-sastram puranan ca vidya hy etam caturdasah 
ayur-vedo dhanur-vedo gandharvas ceti te trayah 
artha-sastram caturthan ca vidya hy astadasaiva tah 

Visnu Purana 

Sihsa (phonetics), kalpa (ritual), vyaharana (Sanskrit grammar), 
nirukta (etymology), jyotisa (astrology) and chanda (metre) are 
the six types of knowledge known as vedanga (the limbs of the 
Vedas). Rg, Sama, Yajuh and Atharva are the four Vedas. All these 
combined with mlmamsa (the science of fruitive action), nyaya (the 
study of logic), dharma-sastra (morality) and the Puranas comprise 
the fourteen chief branches of knowledge called vidya. 

Practice of these vidyas sharpens a person’s intelligence and 
increases his knowledge of various subjects. This knowledge not only 
helps him to maintain his livelihood, but it also guides him on the path 
of righteous conduct, or dharma. However, transcendental knowledge 
( adhyatma-vidya) gives human beings immortality, liberating them 
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from their bondage to the material world. It gives them complete 
knowledge of Parabrahma, the Supreme Lord and it allows them to 
realize the supreme eternal reality. Thus it is superior to all the above- 
mentioned vidyas. This transcendental knowledge ( adhyatma-vidya) 
is Krsna’s opulence, or vibhiiti. Bhagavad-gita and the Upanisads are 
included within the category of adhyatma-vidya. The rasa-filled bhakti 
of the residents of Vraja, as described in the Tenth Canto of Srimad- 
Bhagavatam, is millions of times superior to the adhyatma-vidya, 
transcendental knowledge, of Uddhava. Since this rasamayi-bhakti is 
the essence of the pleasure-giving and cognizance potencies ( hladini- 
and samvit-saktis ) of Sri Krsna’s svarupa, it is truly the svarupa of 
Krsna. Knowledge of the soul, or adhyatma-vidya, on the other hand, 
is a partial opulence of prema-bhakti. This is also confirmed in the 
dialogue between Raya Ramananda and Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu in 
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya-lila 8.245): 

prabhu kahe,—“kon vidya vidya-madhye sara?” 
raya kahe, — “krsna-bhakti vina vidya nahi ara” 

Mahaprabhu inquired, “Among all types of knowledge, which is 
the best?” Raya Ramananda replied, “Besides krsna-bhakti there is 
no other type of knowledge.” 

A similar statement is made in Srimad-Bhagavatam (4.29.49): “sa 
vidya tan-matir yaya... - that by which one’s intelligence becomes 
fixed on the lotus feet of Sri Bhagavan is the only real knowledge.” 

Moreover, Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.14.3) states: 

jnane prayasam udapasya namanta eva 
jivanti san-mukharitam bhavadiya-vartam 
sthane sthitah sruti-gatam tanu-vah-manobhir 
yeprayaso jitajito ’py asi tais tri-lokyam 

Bhagavan is unconquerable by anyone within this world. Yet if 
someone faithfully hears hari-katha, even while remaining within 
his established social position, then the disease of lust and all 
impediments to spiritual advancement ( anarthas ) will vanish from 
his heart and he will overpower that unconquerable Bhagavan. 
Such is the potency of lila-katha. 
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Srila Jiva Gosvami has explained the confidential meaning of the 
statement jnane prayasam udapasya in this verse. “There are three 
types of knowledge that are opposed to bhakti: nirvisesa (knowledge 
of a Truth devoid of variety), nirakdra (knowledge of a Truth devoid of 
form) and jlva-brahma-aikyavada jnana (knowledge of the oneness of 
the jlva and Bhagavan). What is more, Svayam Bhagavan Sri Krsna 
is replete with six opulences: jnana-tvadiya-svarupa-aisvarya-mahima- 
vicare. From a portion of a portion of His plenary portion, this material 
world is created, maintained and annihilated. Even if one does not try 
to understand all these subject matters, or even if one does not make 
the effort to travel to the holy places, merely by listening with love to 
Krsna’s beautiful pastimes, Sri Krsna, who cannot be conquered by 
anybody, becomes controlled.” 

Bhagavan Sri Krsna has also said [regarding various topics of 
debate] that He is vada, the conclusive truth ( tattva ) ascertained by 
proper deliberation, logic and argument. In the field of argument and 
logic, vadajalpa and vitanda are quite well known. When, for the sake 
of establishing one’s own opinion, one continuously finds fault with 
the opponent’s statements, it is called jalpa. Keeping the truth aside 
and avoiding proper deliberation and logic while finding fault in an 
opponent’s statement is called vitanda. The purpose of such arguments 
is not to ascertain Reality, it is only to display one’s scholarship, and 
it is seen when the desire to defeat the opponent is very strong. That 
deliberation which ascertains the Absolute Reality is called vada. This 
vada is superior to all other forms of discussion. 

When a self-realized guru and a disciple who is hankering for 
transcendental knowledge have a positive dialogue about the 
Absolute Truth, the conclusion they reach is called vada. The pride of 
scholarship does not exist within such exchanges, as neither guru nor 
disciple has the desire to defeat the other. 


Verse 33 


3T^cTrf¥PT: =FTcdT 


Srir : 'HIJ-llRicb'W xfl 
^fTcTTeF II ^ II 
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aksaranam a-karo ’smi dvandvah samasikasya ca 
aham evaksayah kalo dhataham visvato-mukhah 

aksaranam - of letters; a-karah - the letter A; asmi - I am; dvandvah - the 
dual compound; samasikasya - of compound words in Sanskrit verse; 
ca - and; aham - I; eva - certainly; aksayah - unchanging; kalah - time; 
dhata - the creator, Brahma; aham - 1; visvatah - are on all sides; mukhah - 
whose faces. 

Of letters I am the letter A, and of compound words I am dvandva, 
the dual compound. Among annihilators I am all-powerful time 
in the form of Mahakala Rudra, and of creators I am Lord Brahma. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Among compound words I am dvandva, or the 
dual compound. Because both syllables are prominent, dvandva is the 
best. Among the annihilators, I am Mahakala Rudra ( aksayah kalah), 
inexhaustible time. Among creators, I am visvato-mukhah, the four¬ 
headed Brahma.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Among letters, I am a-kara. 
A-kara is the first letter [of the Sanskrit alphabet] and because it is 
part of all other Sanskrit letters, it is the best. This is also stated in the 
Srutis: “ aksaranam a-karo ’smi - among letters I am the first letter, A” 
(Srimad-Bhagavatam n.16.12). Bhagavan says that among compound 
words, He is dvandva, the dual compound. When, in the process of 
making one word, two or more other words give up their case endings 
and are combined together, it is called samasa, and the resulting word 
is called samasa-pada, or compound word. Primarily, there are six 
types of samasa: (1) dvandva, (2) hahuvrihi, (3) karmadharaya, (4) tat- 
purusa, (5) dvigu and (6) avyayibhdva. Among them dvandva is the 
best because in other compounds either the first or second part is 
prominent, or both words combined together give the meaning of 
another (third) object, but in the dvandva-samasa both words remain 
prominent, such as Rama-Krsna or Radha-Krsna. Therefore, Sri Krsna 
has said that the dvandva-samasa (dual compound) is His vibhuti, or 
opulence. 
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Verse 34 

^tfrT: sftcffay xT HrViI F^fd^ ?ffrT: ^RTII^II 

mrtyuh sarva-haras caham udbhavas ca bhavisyatam 
kirtih srlr vak ca narinam smrtir medha dhrtih ksama 

mrtyuh - death; sarva-harah - all-devouring; ca - and; aham -1 ; udbhavah - 
birth; ca - and; bhavisyatam - of the six progressive transformations; 
kirtih - fame; srih - beauty; vak - refined speech; ca - and; narinam - 
among women; smrtih - memory; medha - intelligence; dhrtih - fortitude; 
ksama - forgiveness. 

I am all-devouring death, and of the six progressive transfor¬ 
mations experienced by all living beings, I am birth. Among 
women I am fame, beauty, fine speech, memory, intelligence, 
forbearance and forgiveness. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “For those who are dying at every moment, 
I am sarva-harah, death, which takes away all memories.” Srimad- 
Bhagavatam (11.22.39) states, “mrtyur atyanta-vismrtih - complete 
forgetfulness is death.” “The word bhavisyatam means that of the 
future transformations of the living entities, I am birth, the first. 
Of women I am the three qualities of fame (kirtih), beauty (srt) and 
cultured speech ( vak ); as well as the four qualities of memory (smrtih), 
intelligence (medha), forbearance (dhrtih) and forgiveness (ksama).” 
The word ca indicates that the wives of Dharrna such as Murtti, are 
also Him. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Here Sri Bhagavan says that 
among women, He is kirtih (fame), srt (beauty or fortune), vak (fine 
speech), smrtih (memory), medha (intelligence), dhrtih (fortitude or 
patience) and ksama (forgiveness). This can be understood in two ways: 

(1) “The qualities that are found in women, such as fame, beauty, sweet 
speech, memory, sharp intelligence, fortitude and forgiveness, are 
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indeed Me.” The qualities of fame, beauty, sweet speech, memory, 
subtle thinking and forgiveness that are found in Sita-devi, Uma, 
Rukmini, Draupadl and specifically in the vraja-gopls, are all 
opulences of Sri Krsna. 

(2) Among the twenty-four daughters of Prajapati Daksa, Kirti, Medha, 
Dhrti, Srnrti and Ksama are ideal women in all respects. Kirti, 
Medha and Dhrti were married to Dharma, Srnrti was married to 
Angira and Ksama to the great sage Pulaha. Sri, the daughter of the 
great sage Bhrgu, was born from the womb of Khyati, the daughter 
of Daksa. Sri Visnu accepted her as His wife. Vak is the daughter 
of Brahma. According to their respective names, these seven 
women are the presiding deities of the seven qualities mentioned 
above. They have been included among the most blessed women; 
therefore, Sri Krsna says that they are His opulences. 

Verse 35 

“focPTFf cTTT I 

HRTFTI II ^ II 

brhat-sama tatha samnam gayatrl chandasam aham 
masanam marga-sirso ’ham rtunam kusumakarah 

brhat-sama - the prayers to Indra in the Brhat-sama; tatha - and; samnam - 
of the hymns of the Sama Veda; gayatrl - gayatrl; chandasam - of Sanskrit 
metres; aham - I; masanam - of months; marga-slrsah - November- 
December ( agrahayana ); aham - I; rtunam - of seasons; kusumakarah - 
flower-bearing spring. 

Among the hymns of the Sama Veda I am Brhat-sama, the prayer 
to Indra. Of metres I am gayatrl, of months I am Marga-slrsa, and 
of seasons I am the flower-bearing spring. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan earlier said that of the Vedas, He 
is the Sama Veda. Now He also says that within the Sama Veda He is 
Brhat-sama. The Rg-mantra, which is sung as tvam rddhim havamahe, 
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indicates the Brhat-sdma. Among metres He is the metre called gayatrl. 
Among seasons He is kusuma-akarah, the flower-bearing spring 
season, Vasanta. 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Bhagavan is non-different 
from His name, qualities, pastimes, narrations and the prayers ( stava 
and stud) to Him. The Sama Veda contains prayers that are the very 
embodiment of the Lord, ft is therefore accepted as the best of the 
Vedas and is known as His vibhuti, or opulence. Gayatrl illuminates 
the svariipa of Krsna and is therefore called the mother of the Vedas. 
Bhagavan has thus counted gayatrl amongst His opulences. Of the 
twelve months, He says that the month of November-December 
(Marga-sirsa) is His opulence. That month is neither too hot nor too 
cold, and various Vedic activities are performed at that time. Just 
before it begins, Krsna’s rasa-llla is performed, which is the topmost 
of all His pastimes. In this month nature flourishes in full bloom 
and in the householders’ fields new crops are planted. Agrahayana 
means ‘the beginning of the year’ and, therefore, Bhagavan says that 
it is His opulence. Of seasons spring is best. It is also known by 
the name rtu-raja, the king of seasons. In this season, nature gives 
up her old ornaments and becomes adorned with fresh decorative 
coverings. Both inert and conscious beings are infused with new 
life. In this season Krsna’s swing pastime and other spring-time 
pastimes are performed. This season is especially supreme because 
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu appeared at this time, having accepted the 
emotions and complexion of Srimati Radhika, the personification of 
mahabhava. Thus Bhagavan has counted the spring season among 
His vibhuds. 


Verse 36 

■SFTtsfar ^T^mwrsf^T TPr=T TIt^cTTR^TII^II 

dyutam chalayatam asmi tejas tejasvinam aham 
jayo ’smi vya.va.sdyo ’smi sattvam sattvavatam aham 
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dyutam - gambling; chalayatam - of cheating processes; asmi - I am; 
tejah - the splendour; tejasvinam - of the splendid; aham - I; jayah - 
victory; asmi - I am; vyavasayah - determination; asmi - I am; sattvam - 
the strength; sattvavatam - of the strong; aham - I. 

Of cheating practices I am gambling, and of the splendid I am 
splendour. I am victory among the victorious, the endeavour of 
the industrious and the might of the mighty. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Among those who are trying to deceive each 
other ( chalayatam ), I am gambling. Of those who become victorious, 
I am victory. Of industrious people, I am effort, and of those who are 
strong ( sattva-vatam ), I am strength.'’ 

Verse 37 

cj-isrjfRi W-S'cTHI VRZzni: I 

^TRT: ^RTRTT^TT 

vrsninam vasudevo ’smi pandavanam dhananjayah 
muninam apy aham vyasah kavlnam usana kavih 

vrsninam - of the Vrsnis; vasudevah - Vasudeva Krsna; asmi - I am; 
pandavanam - of the Pandavas; dhananjayah - Arjuna; muninam - of 
sages; api - and; aham - I; vyasah - Vedavyasa; kavlnam - of poets; 
usana - Sukracarya; kavih - the poet. 

Of the Vrsnis I am Vasudeva, of the Pandavas I am Arjuna, of the 
sages, I am Vyasa, and among poets I am Sukracarya. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: “Of the Vrsnis I am Vasudeva. This means 
that My father, Vasudeva, is My vibhuti .” Therefore, here the word 
Vasudeva is formed by putting the suffix an on the word Vasudeva. 
“Of the Vrsnis I am Vasudeva” is not acceptable because Sri Bhagavan 
is describing His opulences, not His own svarupa. Vasudeva is one of 
His svarupas, not His opulence. 
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Verse 38 

tot WTrTTqfeT Hlfd-lR-H I^FfNrfFT I 
to ^o|iR-H ipPTf to ?1Wc|dlH^H II ^11 

dando damayatam asmi nltir asmi jigisatam 
maunam caivasmi guhyanam jhanam jhanavatam aham 

dandah - the rod of chastisement; damayatam - of subduers; asmi - I 
am; nitih - morality; asmi - I am; jigisatam - for those desiring victory; 
maunam - silence; ca - and; eva - certainly; asmi - I am; guhyanam - of 
secrets; jnanam - wisdom; jnanavatam - of the wise; aham - I. 

Among those who dispense justice, I am the rod of chastisement, 
and for those who seek victory, I am morality. Of secrets I am 
silence, and I am the wisdom of the wise. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “I am the lawful ruler’s rod of punishment.” 

Verse 39 

rfcjfer to ^r^fFqqr mu 

yac capi sarva-bhutdndrh bijam tad aham arjuna 
na tad asti vina yat syan maya bhutam caracaram 

yat - whatever; ca - and; api - there may be; sarva-bhutanam - among all 
living beings; bijam - seed of generation; tat - that (seed); aham - Myself; 
arjuna - O Arjuna; na - not; tat - that; asti - there exists; vina - without; 
yat - whatever; syat - may exist; maya - by Me; bhutam - being; cara- 
acaram - either moving or non-moving. 

O Arjuna, I am the original cause, the generating seed of all 
existence. No entity, either moving or non-moving, can exist 
separately from Me. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: The word bija implies the cause of origin. Sri 
Bhagavan says that He is the cause of the birth of all beings. “Without 
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Me, who am the cause of appearance, the birth of any moving or non¬ 
moving body cannot take place.” 

Verse 40 

Hl-dhftd fesTH! ferqcfrrf WtFT I 
TTW d^ld: ytrfTt TFlTll^o|| 

nanto ’sti mama divyanam vibhutlnam parantapa 
esa tiiddesatah prokto vibhuter vistaro maya 

na - no; antah - end; asti - there is; mama - My; divyanam - divine; 
vibhutlnam - opulences; parantapa - O chastiser of the foe; esah - this; 
tu - but; uddesatah - is done just as an indication; prohtah - spoken; 
vibhuteh - about My opulence; vistarah - elaborate description; maya - by 
Me. 

O Parantapa, My divine opulences are endless. What I have 
described to you is a mere indication of them. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In concluding this chapter on His opulences, Sri 
Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with nanto ’sti. “This is a brief 
description ( uddesatah ) of My vibhutis 

Verse 41 

^rafsTH[dH<d-lrd ^H^dd^d dT I 

rcT TpT a^11 '-'Hc| H IIII 

yad yad vibhutimat sattvam srimad urjitam eva vd 
tat tad evavagaccha tvam mama tejo - ’rhsu-sambhavam 

yat yat - whatever; vibhutimat - having opulence; sattvam - existence; 
srlmat - beauty; urjitam - power; eva - indeed; va - or; tat tat - all those; 
eva - certainly; avagaccha - should understand; tvam - you; mama - of 
My; tejah - power; amsa-sambhavam - generated from a part. 

Know for certain that everything in existence that is opulent, majestic 
and endowed with power springs from but a part of My potency. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: To simultaneously describe all the unmentioned 
majestic opulences past, present and future, Sri Bhagavan speaks this 
verse beginning with yad yad. The word vibhiitimat means ‘majestic’, 
srlmat means ‘possessed of wealth’, urji means ‘endowed with vast 
power and influence’, and sattva means ‘anything that exists’. 


Verse 42 


3TTcfT TFTr^R I 


athava bahunaitena kirn jnatena tavarjuna 
vistabhyaham idam krtsnam ekamsena sthito jagat 


athava - however; bahuna - by multi-faceted description; etena - by this; 
him - of what use?; jnatena tava - can be understood by you; arjuna - O 
Arjuna; vistabhya- maintain and pervade; aham -1; idam - this; krtsnam - 
whole; eka-amsena - by My single plenary portion, the Supersoul; 
sthitah - situated; jagat - the cosmic manifestation. 

Of what use to you, Arjuna, is all this detailed knowledge? Just 
understand this; merely by My single plenary portion do I pervade 
and sustain this entire universe. 


SARARTHA-VARSINI: “What need is there for you to know all this 
(bahuna) in separate detail? You should understand the essence. 1, 
by My partial aspect as the indwelling witness of material nature, 
support the entire universe. As the substratum, 1 support it. As the 
presiding authority, 1 preside over it, and as the controller 1 control 
it. Being all-pervasive, 1 pervade it, and as the creator, I am its cause.” 

When one understands, with the pure intelligence bestowed by 
Bhagavan Sri Krsna, that He Himself supports the entire universe, 
it is one’s duty to render service to Him exclusively and relish His 
madhurya (sweetness). This is stated in the Tenth Chapter. 

Thus ends the bhavanuvada of Srlla Visvanatha Cakravartl Thakura’s 
Sdrartha-varsini-tika (the commentary that gives pleasure 
to the devotees and is accepted by all saintly persons) 
on the Tenth Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-glta. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sola Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
says, “In the previous chapter, pure krsna-bhakti was instructed. A 
person deliberating on that may have a doubt and think that perhaps 
service to Krsna can be rendered by worshipping the demigods. To 
remove this doubt, Krsna says in this chapter that demigods such as 
Brahma and Rudra are nothing but His opulences. ‘I am the cause 
of everything. I am without birth, beginningless and the Supreme 
Controller. When one understands vibhuti-tattva, the truths regarding 
My opulences, by proper deliberation, there remains no other 
impediment to exclusive devotion. I pervade this entire universe by My 
partial aspect as Paramatma and have manifested all these opulences. 
After understanding My vibhuti-tattva, devotees attain knowledge of 
bhagavat-tattva, the Truth of Sri Bhagavan, and with pure devotion, 
they engage in bhajana of My form as Sri Krsna.’ 

In the eighth, ninth, tenth and eleventh verses of this chapter, 
pure devotion and its result have been described. Only bhajana of Sri 
Krsna, who is the origin of all these opulences, can lead to prema, 
which is the eternal religion of the living entity. This is the essence of 
this chapter.” 


Thus ends the Sarartha-varsim Prakasika-vrtti, 
by Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana GosvamI Maharaja, 
on the Tenth Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-gita. 
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Visvarupa-Darsana-Yoga 


Yoga Through Beholding 
the Lord’s Universal Form 


Verse i 

zrwrtrh HHfclH f^FTcff II ^ II 

arjuna uvaca - 

mad-anugrahaya paramam guhyam adhydtmasamjnitam 
yat tvayoktam vacas tena moho ’yam vigato mama 

arjuna uvaca - Arjuna said; mat - for me; anugrahaya - in order to show 
mercy; paramam - supreme; guhyam - confidential knowledge; adhyatma- 
samjnitam - concerning Your opulences; yat - which are; tvaya - by You; 
uktam - spoken; vacah - the words; tena - by those words; mohah - 
delusion born from ignorance; ayam - this; vigatah - has been dispelled; 
mama - My. 

Arjuna said: Now that I have heard the supremely confidential 
knowledge of Your opulences, which You revealed out of Your 
compassion for me, my delusion born of ignorance has been 
dispelled. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In this Eleventh Chapter, Arjuna becomes 
fearful upon seeing Sri Bhagavan’s universal form ( visvarupa), and 
his intelligence becomes perplexed. He thus begins praying to Him. 
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Thereafter, Sri Hari bestows bliss upon Arjuna by again showing 
him His own two-armed form. 

At the end of the last chapter, Sri Krsna said, “With merely a single 
portion of Myself 1 pervade and support the whole universe.” When 
Arjuna heard of the opulences ( vibhutis ) of his dear friend, who is the 
primeval person and the abode of all opulences, he became immersed 
in supreme bliss. With a desire to see that form, Arjuna now speaks 
three verses, the first beginning with mad-anugrahaya. 

Arjuna’s ignorance of Sri Krsna’s feature of majesty was dispelled 
upon hearing the statements of Sri Bhagavan, from whom all these 
opulences originate. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the previous chapter, 
when Arjuna heard Sri Bhagavan speak the most confidential and 
supremely secret instructions on the science of the soul, atma-tattva, 
his delusion was removed to a certain extent. He understood clearly 
that Sri Krsna is Svayam Bhagavan, the ultimate limit of the Absolute 
Truth. By a portion of Himself - Paramatma - He enters and pervades 
this entire universe, manifesting unlimited opulences. Although He 
is the fountainhead of all majesty, He remains distinct from it in His 
eternal, two-armed Syamasundara form. 

Arjuna rejoices upon hearing Bhagavan’s statements and wants 
to realize this knowledge. He therefore says, “Previously 1 doubted 
whether or not Your opulences are independent of You, but now this 
doubt, which was born of ignorance, has been dispelled.” 

On a deeper level, this statement indicates that Arjuna now wants 
to see Krsna’s universal form. 


Verse 2 

■qcntzpft % ■qcTFfi STcff ft-kHVli Wl 
r=rrf: cbUMLMIST xfT^FPT IR" 

bhavapyayau hi bhutanam srutau vistaraso maya 
tvattah kamala-patruksu mahatmyam api cdvyayam 

bhava-apyayau - the origin and dissolution; hi - indeed; bhutanam - of 
the living beings; srutau - have been heard; vistarasah - extensively; 
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may a - by me; tvattah - from You; kamala-patra-aksa - O lotus-eyed one; 
mahatmyam - glories; api - also; ca - and; avyayam - eternal. 

O lotus-eyed Lord, I have heard from You in detail about the 
origin and dissolution of the living entities, and I have also heard 
of Your eternal glories. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The middle six chapters of the Gita explain that 
Sri Bhagavan is the root cause of everything, including creation and 
annihilation. As it is said in the Gita (7.6), “I alone am the cause of 
the creation and destruction of the entire universe.” Sri Bhagavan is 
unchangeable and eternal ( avyaya ). That is, although He performs 
activities such as manifesting the creation, He remains free from any 
transformation and attachment. This is shown in verses such as “By 
Me this whole universe is pervaded” (Gita 9.4), and “All these works 
cannot bind Me” (Gita 9.9). 

Verse 3 

^TTcST r=RT?*TFT qTH^'hT I 

^T^cIT q^effTR || 31| 

evam etad yathattha tvam atmanam paramesvara 
drastum icchami te rupam aisvaram purusottama 

evam - I accept; etat - this; yatha - as; attha - have spoken; tvam - You; 
atmanam - of Yourself; paramesvara - O Supreme Controller; drastum - 
to see; icchami - I wish; te - Your; rupam - form; aisvaram - of opulence; 
purusa-uttama - O Supreme Person. 

O Paramesvara, I accept all that You have spoken about Yourself 
as true. Still, O Purusottama, I now wish to see Your form that is 
replete with majesty. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Atmanam tvam yathattha. “You said, ‘I am situated 
in this world by pervading it with but one portion of Myself’ (Gita 
10.42). This is indeed true; I have not even a trace of doubt about this. 
Yet I desire the satisfaction of beholding Your form of majesty ( aisvarya ). 
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I want to see with my own eyes Your partial manifestation, Your isvara 
form, by which You enter this world.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: With a desire to see the form 
of Bhagavan that is full of aisvarya , or opulence, Arjuna is saying, “O 
Paramesvara, I have heard about Your wonderful, unlimited opulences 
(vibhutis) and I have not even the slightest doubt about them. Now, 
however, I am becoming eager to actually see Your form that is full of 
opulence. You are Antaryaml, existing within everyone’s heart. There¬ 
fore, You also know my inner desire and You are capable of fulfilling it.” 

Someone may raise the following doubt: If Arjuna is an eternal 
friend of Krsna, who is the embodiment of sweetness ( madhurya- 
maya-vigraha ), why does he desire to see the universal form, which 
expresses Bhagavan’s majestic opulence? The answer is that, just as 
a person who is very fond of sweets sometimes desires to eat bitter 
and sour food (such as neem leaves or pickle), Arjuna, who is forever 
tasting Sri Krsna’s sweetness ( madhurya ) also developed a desire to see 
His universal form, which is an expression of His majesty (aisvarya). 

This has another meaning. Although Arjuna does not doubt the 
reverential opulence of Sri Krsna or His super-excellence, he desires 
to see this aisvarya feature simply for his own personal satisfaction. 

Verse 4 

TRT d Nil Hid TPqtl 
TTrft r=T XII 

manyase yadi tac chakyam maya drastum iti prabho 
yogesvara tato me tvam darsayatmanam avyayam 

manyase - do think; yadi - if; tat - that; sakyam - is possible; maya - by 
me; drastum - to be seen; iti - that; prabho - O Master; yoga-isvara - O 
controller of all mystic power; tatah - then; me - me; tvam - You; darsaya - 
show; atmanam - Yourself; avyayam - unchanging. 

O my Master! If You think that it is possible for me to behold that 
imperishable, all-opulent form, then please, O controller of all 
mystic powers, reveal that form to me. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna says, “Although I am not qualified to see 
that form, it is possible for me to see it by the influence of Your mystic 
power, because You are Yogesvara, the Supreme Mystic.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the previous verse, Arjuna 
expressed his desire to see Sri Bhagavan’s form of opulence ( aisvarya ). 
In the present verse, he is seeking His approval. “O Lord! O Master of 
all! O Yogesvara! I have expressed my internal desires to You. Although 
I am unqualified, if You consider me an object of Your mercy, then 
kindly reveal that universal form ( visvarupa ) to me.” 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura says, “The jlva is an atomic conscious 
entity ( anu-caitanya ), and therefore, he cannot properly understand the 
activities of Sri Bhagavan, who is the Supreme Infinite Consciousness 
C vibhu-caitanya ). ‘I am a jlva, but even though You have mercifully 
bestowed upon me the qualification to understand Your form, I am 
still unable to comprehend Your infinite feature of majesty. This is 
because it is beyond the conception of the jlva. You are Yogesvara, the 
master of all mystic power, and You are my master; therefore please 
show me Your mystic opulence, which is by nature imperishable and 
all-spiritual.’ ” 


Verse 5 



W ^ WlftT ?TcmrS2T WHVT: I 
HTHIWTTR fcoqift HHNU|f^dlPl ^IIM 

srl bhagavan uvaca - 

pasya me partha rupani sataso ’tha sahasrasah 
nana-vidhani divyani ndnd-varndkrtlni ca 

srl bhagavan uvaca - the all-opulent Lord said; pasya - behold; me - My; 
partha - O Arjuna, son of Prtha; rupani - forms; satasah - by the hundreds; 
atha - and; sahasrasah - thousands; nana-vidhani - variegated; divyani - 
divine; nana - various; varna - colours; akrtlni - and shapes; ca - and. 

SrT Bhagavan said: O Partha, behold My hundreds and thousands 
of various multi-coloured divine forms. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Initially, I will reveal to Arjuna the first purusa- 
Karanodakasayl - who is My amsa, or partial expansion, and who 
is the indwelling witness of material nature. He is described in the 
Purusa-sukta as having thousands of heads, eyes and feet. I will then 
make Arjuna understand My svamsa, or My own expansion, whose 
feature of all-devouring time is relevant to the present context.” 
Thinking like this, Sri Bhagavan instructs Arjuna, “Be attentive.” In 
saying this, He directs Arjuna’s attention toward Himself. By using 
the two words pasya and rupani, Sri Bhagavan is saying, “In this one 
svarwpa of Mine, there are hundreds of forms (hosts of opulences). 
Behold them.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sri Bhagavan, understanding 
Arjuna’s internal desire, is commanding Arjuna’s attention so He 
can show him His form as AntaryamI, the indwelling witness of 
material nature. This form has hundreds of heads, eyes and forms 
as described in the Purusa-sukta, and it is Sri Bhagavan’s personal 
expansion (svamsa-rupa). He also wants Arjuna’s attention so that He 
can show him the unlimited opulences existing in just one of His 
arhsas, or plenary portions. In other words, on the pretext of drawing 
Arjuna’s attention, Bhagavan is blessing him to be qualified to see this 
form. Krsna also addresses Arjuna as Partha, to indicate His personal 
relationship with him. 


Verse 6 

WnfesiFT oRH WT^cFTT JqrwITvTsn I 

Wn^rffrT ■qRcTHSjl 

pasyadityan vasun rudrcin asvinau marutas tatha 
bahuny adrsta-purvcini pasyascaryani bharata 

pasya - see; adityan - the twelve Adityas; vasun - the eight Vasus; rudrcin - 
the eleven Rudras; asvinau - the twin AsvinTs; marutah - the forty-nine 
Maruts; tatha - and; bahuni - many; adrsta-purvcini - that you have never 
seen before; pasya - behold; ascaryani - astonishing forms; bharata - O 
descendant of Bharata. 
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O Bharata, behold the twelve Adityas, the eight Vasus, the 
two AsvinT-kumaras, the forty-nine Maruts and so many other 
astonishing forms that no one has ever witnessed before. 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Here, Sri Bhagavan’s address¬ 
ing Arjuna as Bharata is significant, because Arjuna was born in the 
dynasty of the great saintly King Bharata, who who is highly pious and 
a pure devotee of the Lord. Arjuna is therefore extremely religious and 
one-pointed in his devotion to Bhagavan. Thus he is qualified to see this 
form of Bhagavan, heretofore unseen. 

Verse 7 

4+^ wrrar i 

W hi IT-VI 

ihaika-sthum jagat krtsnam pasyadya sa-cardcaram 
mama dehe gudakesa yac canyad drastum icchasi 

iha - here; eka-stham - in one place; jagat - universe; krtsnam - the 
entire; pasya - behold; adya - now; sa-cara-acaram - together with all 
moving and non-moving beings; mama dehe - in My body; gudakesa - O 
conqueror of sleep; yat - whatever; ca - and; any at - else; drastum - to see; 
icchasi - you desire. 

O Gudakesa, now behold the entire universe, including all moving 
and non-moving beings, assembled together in one place within 
this body of Mine. Whatever else you wish to see is also visible 
within this universal form. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: “That whole universe, which you will not be able 
to see even by wandering for millions of years, is situated in just one 
part of My body.'’ To explain this, Sri Bhagavan is speaking this verse 
beginning with ihaika-stham jagat. “Your victory or defeat, whatever it 
may be, exists in this body, which is the shelter of the universe.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sri Bhagavan is again saying, 
“Within My universal form, you will behold the entire world of 
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moving and non-moving entities. This universal form cannot be seen 
by performing hard labour for millions of years. It can only be seen 
by My mercy. In this universal form, you will see Me and the entire 
world, as well as your victory or defeat in this battle of Kuruksetra. 
Moreover, you will also see whatever else you want to see.” Here, the 
word Gudakesa is used. Gudaka means ‘sleep’, or ‘ignorance’, and tsa 
means ‘master’. In this way, Bhagavan indicates that Arjuna should 
behold this form with focused attention, and his doubts about victory 
or defeat will be dispelled. Arjuna will then be able to understand 
that in this universe, the performance of every activity is pre-arranged 
by destiny. Neither Arjuna nor anyone else is able to change this 
arrangement in any way. 


Verse 8 

H r[ HT Wit TcTspg'Tf I 

fcoT ^T$T: W ^ II £ II 

na tu mam sakyase drastum anenaiva sva-caksusd 
divyam dadami te caksuh pasya me yogam aisvaram 

na - not; tu - but; mam - Me; sakyase - are able; drastum - to see; anena - 
with these; eva - certainly; sva-caksusd - by these material eyes of yours; 
divyam - divine; dadami - I am giving; te - to you; caksuh - eyes; pasya - 
now see; me - My; yogam - mystic power; aisvaram - opulence. 

However, you are certainly unable to see Me with the material eyes 
you have now. Therefore, I confer upon you divine eyes to behold 
My mystic opulence. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan is saying, “Arjuna, do not consider 
this form to be illusory, or composed of matter (maya)', rather, know it 
to be sac-cid-ananda, composed of eternality, knowledge and bliss. My 
svarupa, in which the whole universe exists, is beyond the perception 
of the material senses.” To give Arjuna this faith, Sri Bhagavan is 
speaking this verse beginning with na tu. Sri Krsna says, “You will 
not be able to see Me, the embodiment of concentrated spirit (cit) with 
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your material eyes. Therefore, I am granting you spiritual eyes by 
which you will see Me.” 

The above statement is spoken just to astonish Arjuna - who 
identifies himself as being an ordinary, mortal human being - because 
Arjuna is a prominent, eternal associate of Sri Bhagavan and has 
descended to this material world as a human being. His eyes are not 
actually material like those of an ordinary person. Moreover, Arjuna, 
who directly experiences Sri Krsna’s sweetness, or madhurya, will not 
be able to see His portion ( amsa ), the universal form, with those same 
eyes. For this reason he has to accept divine eyes. 

What kind of logic is this? Some say that the supremely fortunate 
eyes of an ananya-bhakta see the great sweetness of Sri Krsna’s human¬ 
like pastimes and do not see the opulence of His Godly pastimes. This 
is compared to a tongue that is used to tasting rock-sugar and does 
not appreciate the taste of simple unprocessed sugar. Therefore, on 
the request of Arjuna, and to give him the especially wondrous vision 
of His divine majestic feature, Sri Bhagavan gives him supra-human 
eyes, appropriate for savouring this particular loving exchange. 
Another purpose for giving him supra-mundane vision will become 
clear at the end of this chapter. 

SARARTHA-VARSINf PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Arjuna is an eternally perfect 
associate of Sri Krsna. With eyes full of prema, he always sees and 
relishes the ever-sweet form of Krsna. However, because he has a 
desire to see the universal form, Bhagavan’s giving him divine eyes is 
discussed herein. Transcendental eyes are superior to ordinary, gross 
material eyes, yet these divine eyes are quite insignificant and inferior 
to the eyes of Arjuna that are full of unalloyed love for Krsna. The 
universal form of Sri Bhagavan cannot be seen with gross material 
eyes; it is only visible by divine vision attained by His mercy. Still, the 
sweetness, or madhurya, of Sri Bhagavan cannot be seen with ordinary 
eyes or even with divine eyes. 

Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana further clarifies this point in his 
commentary on this verse. “Sri Krsna gave Arjuna divine eyes, which 
were needed to witness His divine universal form, but He did not 
give him a corresponding divine mind. If He had given him a divine 
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mind, Arjuna would have developed interest in actually relishing the 
universal form, but upon seeing it, he became disinterested. This is 
evident by Arjuna’s words in his state of astonishment upon seeing the 
universal form. He prayed that Sri Krsna only show him His natural, 
sac-cid-ananda, two-armed form.” This sentiment is also found in 
Srlmad-Bhagavatam (10.7.34-37): 

ekadarbhakam adaya svanham aropya bhaminl 
prasnutam pdyaydm asa stanath sneha-paripluta 

plta-prayasyajananl sutasya rucira-smitam 
mukham lalayatl rajan jrmbhato dadrse idam 

kham rodasl jyotir-anlkam asah 

suryendu-vahni-svasanambudhlms ca 
dvlpan nagams tad-duhitrr vanani 
bhutani yani sthira-jangamani 

sa vlksya visvam sahasa rajan sanjata-vepathuh 
sammllya mrgasavaksl netre aslt suvismita 

One day, baby Krsna was on Mother Yasoda’s lap. She was breast¬ 
feeding Him and kissing His captivating cheeks, which were 
enhanced by His mild smile. The child then yawned and showed 
her His universal form, within His mouth. The sudden sight of this 
form in the mouth of her baby greatly astonished her. Her body 
started to tremble and she closed her eyes. “Alas!” she thought, 
“what is this I have seen?” Fearful that somebody may have cast 
an evil-eye, or spell, on Krsna, she called the family priest and had 
him chant mantras for Krsna’s protection. She felt relief only after 
she had given Krsna a purifying bath. 

In his commentary on this verse, Srila Sanatana Gosvaml explains a 
deep secret. “How is it that Mother Yasoda was able to see the universal 
form of Krsna if she did not have divine vision? For the nourishment 
of Krsna’s pastimes, the maidservant of LaksmI-devI (the pleasure 
potency) is making Yasoda’s love ever-new and ever-fresh by allowing 
her to taste vismaya-rasa (the nectar of astonishment) of Sri Krsna’s 
aisvarya-sakti.” 
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The hidden meaning of Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura’s 
commentary on this section of the story from Srimad-Bhagavatam 
is as follows: “This aisvarya-sakti could not slacken Mother Yasoda’s 
parental affection. This sakti of Sri Hari appeared in order to test 
Prema-devi, the goddess of love, but upon seeing Prema-devi’s 
immeasurable power, she accepted the position as her servant. Here 
Mother Yasoda’s vatsalya-prema is Prema-devi.” 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (io.B.32-39) describes the following pastime: 

Another day, Sri Krsna was playing at Brahmanda-ghata with 
Sridama, Subala, Balarama and some other cowherd boys. Child 
Krsna secretly ate some mud, but somehow the cowherd boys saw 
Him doing this and complained to Mother Yasoda. Yasoda came 
running and, catching hold of Krsna’s hand, she began to chastise 
Him. Trembling with fear, Krsna said, “Mother, I have not eaten 
any mud. All these boys are telling lies. If you do not believe Me, 
then you can look in My mouth and see for yourself.” Saying this, 
Krsna opened His mouth and showed her the whole universe, 
containing all moving and non-moving entities, the sky, etc., as 
well as His own abode ( dhama ). 

Although the aisvarya feature is not acknowledged in madhurya- 
lila, it manifests itself at appropriate times. That is, although Sri 
Krsna’s aisvarya (majesty) remains unmanifest in His madhurya-lila, 
it is still fully present. Sri Krsna is the fountainhead of all aisvarya 
and madhurya. In some specific pastimes, when both majesty and 
sweetness are needed, the majesty manifests itself. Being inspired by 
the potency called satya-sahkakpa (in which one’s words manifest as 
truth), the aisvarya-sakti manifested and drowned Mother Yasoda in 
astonishment ( vismaya-rasa) by showing her Krsna’s universal form. 
This made her forget her anger towards Him. In this way, the aisvarya- 
sakti rendered service to Prema-devi. Sri Krsna is sporting as a human 
boy, and therefore, to nourish His pastimes and to increase the prema 
of His bhaktas , He sometimes manifests His opulence. 

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta describes how Advaita Acarya asked Sri 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu to show Him that universal form that is described 
in Bhagavad-gita. On His request, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu showed 
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Him all the incidents that took place in the battle of Mahabharata, 
along with His universal form. Upon seeing the universal form, Advaita 
Acarya closed His eyes. Then Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, making that 
form unmanifest, again showed His natural form, thereby restoring 
Advaita Acarya to His normal state. 

Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “You are My 
devotee. With the eyes of unalloyed prema, you can see My form as 
Krsna. My form that is composed of mystic opulence ( yogaisvarya ) is 
related to the phenomenal material world, so it is not necessary for 
those with eyes of unalloyed prema to see it, nor is it even visible to 
them. Gross material eyes also cannot behold My form of majesty. 
But those eyes that are not filled with pure love, due to having some 
relationship with this world, yet at the same time are not material, are 
called supra-mundane. I am bestowing upon you this transcendental 
vision by which you will be able to see My form of opulence. Those 
who are endowed with divine eyes and also with the ability to 
reason, naturally become attached to this form rather than to My 
transcendental form as Krsna. This is because their eyes of unalloyed 
prema remain closed.’’ 


Verse 9 

cleft TFFT | 

s an jay a uvaca - 

evam uktva tato rajan maha-yogesvaro harih 
darsayam asa parthaya paramam rupam aisvaram 

sanjaya uvaca - Sanjaya said; evam - thus; uktva - having spoken; tatah - 
then; rajan - O King; maha-yogesvarah - the great Master of all mystic 
power; harih - Sri Hari; darsayam asa - displayed; parthaya - to Partha 
(Arjuna); paramam - of supreme; rupam - His form; aisvaram - opulence. 

Sanjaya said: O King, so saying, Sri Hari, the master of all mystic 
potency, revealed to Arjuna His supreme majestic form. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: After saying this, Sri Bhagavan 
showed Arjuna His universal form. Sanjaya is describing this subject to 
blind King Dhrtarastra in six verses, while saying that Sri Krsna is not 
only great but that He is the ultimate mystic, Yogesvara. In order to 
show His universal form to Arjuna, He has given him divine eyes. This 
means that Arjuna is very dear to Him. The purport to this is that for 
Arjuna, victory in this battle appears to be a simple matter of course. 
Now there is no doubt that by the mercy of Bhagavan, both material 
and spiritual auspiciousness will come to Arjuna. By this, Sanjaya 
also indicates that Dhrtarastra’s hopes for his sons’ victory have been 
completely destroyed. 


Verses io-ii 

IUo II 

-^cTCFRT TT^TTFra-q il 5^ II 

aneka-vaktra-nayanam anekadbhuta-darsanam 
aneka-divyabharanam divycinekodyatayudham 

divya-mulyumbara-dharam divya-gandhanulepanam 
sarvascarya-mayam devam anantam visvato-mukham 

aneha - many; vahtra-nayanam - mouths and eyes; aneha - many; adbhuta- 
darsanam - wonderful aspects; aneha - many; divya-abharanam - divine 
ornaments; divya-divine;cmefea-many;udyata-ayudham-raisedweapons; 
divya-malya - divine garlands; ambara - and beautiful garments; dharam - 
He wore; divya-gandha - with divine scents; anulepanam - smeared; 
sarva - in every way; ascarya-mayam - astonishing; devam - brilliant; 
anantam - limitless; visvatah - on all sides; mukham - faces. 

Arjuna saw the universal form of Sri Bhagavan, possessing limit¬ 
less mouths and eyes and all varieties of astonishing features. 
Countless divine ornaments and heavenly garlands bedecked that 
form, in whose hands numerous celestial weapons were raised. He 
was dressed in lavish garments, anointed with divine fragrances 
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and was astonishing in every way. His unlimited resplendent faces 
gazed in all directions. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Visvato-mukham means ‘whose face is everywhere’. 


Verse 12 


fcfer wh T^TFT 
^ ^TT: TTT -FTI^raRvTFT II ^ II 


divi surya-sahasrasya bhaved yugapad utthita 
yadi bhah sadrsl sa sycid bhasas tasya mahatmanah 


divi - into the sky; surya-sahasrasya - of a thousand suns; bhavet - there 
were; yugapat - simultaneously; utthita - arising; yadi - if; bhah - light; 
sadrsi - such; sah - that; syat - could be; bhasah - the splendour; tasya - 
of that; maha-atmanah - great personality, the universal form. 

If a thousand suns rose in the sky simultaneously, such splendour 
might approach the effulgence of that Supreme Person in His 
radiant universal form. 


SARARTHA-VARSINI: If the splendour of a thousand suns were to 
appear simultaneously, then to some extent it could be compared to the 
effulgence of this universal form of the Lord. 


Verse 13 

tTfTTcfToFf 

ii ii 

tatraikastham jagat krtsnam pravibhaktam anekadha 
apasyad deva-devasya sarire pandavas tada 

tatra - there; eka-stham - in one place; jagat - universe; krtsnam - the 
entire; pravibhaktam - divided; anekadha - into many forms; apasyat - 
saw; deva-devasya - of the God of gods; sarire - within the enormous 
body; pandavah - Arjuna, the son of Pandu; tada - at that time. 
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At that time, Arjuna could see the totality of the entire universe 
situated in many separate forms within that gigantic body of 
Visvarupa, the God of gods. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: On that very battlefield, Arjuna saw uncountable 
universes within the body of deva-devasya, the God of gods. With 
their various distinctive features, they were situated in one part of 
His body, in every pore and in each belly. The word anekadha means 
that some of these forms were made of earth, some of gold and some 
of gems. Some were fifty yojanas in measurement [one yojana equals 
eight miles], some a hundred, some hundreds of thousands of yojanas, 
and some were millions of yojanas in size. 

Verse 14 

rfrT: TT I 

tatah sa vismayavisto hrsta-roma dhananjayah 
pranamya sirasa devam krtahjalir abhasata 

tatah - then; sah - he; vismaya-avistah - overwhelmed by wonder; 
hrsta-romah - his hairs stood erect; dhananjayah - the winner of wealth 
(Arjuna); pranamya - bowing down; sirasa - his head; devam - the Lord 
(who had manifested His universal form); krta-anjalih - and folding his 
hands; abhasata - he addressed. 

Struck by wonder, his hair standing on end, Arjuna bowed his head 
to offer respects, and with folded hands, he spoke the following 
words to Sri Krsna, who had assumed His universal form. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The universal form, which the 
Supreme Mystic Sri Krsna showed to Arjuna, was most astonishing, 
supremely resplendent, wonderful to behold and decorated with 
various types of celestial ornaments. It was unlimited and all- 
pervading. In the body of the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna, Arjuna saw 
the entire universe situated in one place and divided into various 
forms. To remove Dhrtarastra’s doubt that Arjuna may have run away 
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in fear after seeing that terrifying form, Sanjaya said, “Arjuna is a great 
devotee who knows krsna-tattva, the fundamental spiritual principles 
regarding Sri Krsna, and he is endowed with sattva-guna, the mode of 
goodness. He did not become fearful upon seeing that thousand-headed 
form of Krsna, but instead he experienced adbhuta-rasa (devotional 
feelings of astonishment). Arjuna was endowed with natural fortitude, 
but because he was absorbed in astonishment, he fell into ecstasy. His 
hairs stood on end and his body trembled. Offering obeisances by 
bowing his head and folding his hands, he began to speak.” 

Arjuna’s eyes were not closed out of fear but out of experiencing 
abdhuta-rasa. The universal form of Sri Krsna is the object (visaya- 
alambana ) of this rasa, and Arjuna is the receptacle ( asraya-alambana ). 
To repeatedly witness that form is an uddlpana, or stimulus for 
remembrance of the Lord. Paying obeisances and folding hands are 
anubhdvas, the physical manifestations of ecstasy while relishing the 
mellow of astonishment, and his hairs standing on end, etc., are bodily 
transformations due to spiritual rapture ( sattvika-bhavas ). Agitation 
of mind, fortitude, exhilaration and so forth are sancarl-bhavas, 
transitory emotions that swell up from the ocean of the sthayl-bhava. 
Here the prominent emotion (sthayl-bhava) is wonder (vismaya). All 
these ingredients combined with Arjuna’s sthayl-bhava to manifest 
vismaya-rasa. Regarding the mellow of astonishment, adbhuta-rasa, 
Srila Rupa Gosvami writes in his Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu (4.2.1): 

atmocitair vibhavadyaih svadyatvam bhakta-cetasi 
sa vismaya-ratir nltad-bhuto-bhakti-raso bhavet 

When vismaya-rati (the mood of astonishment) becomes relishable 
within the heart of a devotee by mixing with the appropriate 
elements of vibhava (cause, or stimulus) and so forth, which are 
proper and favourable to one’s own mood, it is called adbhuta-rasa 
(the mellow of wonder). 


Verse 15 

WTlPr ciHIfrM ^=T 
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arjuna uvaca - 

pasyami devams tava deva dehe 

sarvams tatha bhuta-visesa-sanghan 
brahmanam isam kamalasana-stham 
rsims ca sarvan uragams ca divyan 

arjuna uvaca - Arjuna said; pasyami - I perceive; devan - the demigods; 
tava - Your; deva - O Lord; dehe - within the body; sarvan - all; tatha - 
as well as; bhiita-visesa - of the various living beings; sanghan - the 
groups; brahmanam - Lord Brahma; isam - Lord Siva; kamala-asana- 
stham - seated on the lotus; rsin - the sages; ca - and; sarvan - all; uragan - 
snakes; ca - and; divyan - divine. 

Arjuna said: O My Lord, within Your divine body I see the 
demigods and the hosts of living beings. I see Lord Brahma seated 
upon his lotus-flower seat, and I see Lord Siva and all the divine 
sages and serpents. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The phrase bhuta-visesanam means ‘all those 
living entities born from the womb, from eggs and from perspiration’. 
The words kamalasana-stham indicates ‘Lord Brahma, who is situated 
on Mount Sumeru, which is like the lotus-whorl of the universe’. 

Verse 16 

WnftT rcff 'HcfdiSH-dts'MH,! 

^Frf H TO H Wcfcnfs 

aneka-bahudara'vaktra'netram 

pasyami tvam sarvato ’nanta-rupam 
nantam na madhyam na punas tavadim 
pasyami visvesvara visva-rupa 

aneka - limitless; bahu - arms; udara - bellies; vahtra - mouths; netram - 
eyes; pasyami - 1 see; tvam - You; sarvatah - on all sides; ananta-rupam - Your 
limitless forms; na - no; antam - end; na - no; madhyam - middle; na - no; 
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punah - again; tava - Your; adim - beginning; pasyami - I see; visvesvara - 
O Lord of the universe; visva-rupa - O form of the universe. 

O Visvesvara - Lord of the universe! O Visvarupa - form of the 
universe! On all sides I behold Your innumerable forms with 
unlimited hands, bellies, mouths and eyes. Moreover, I cannot see 
in You any beginning, middle or end. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The word visvesvara means ‘the original, or 
primeval, Person’. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Arjuna says, “O Visvarupa! I 
am seeing all-pervading, unlimited forms in Your body with unlimited 
hands, bellies, mouths and eyes, but I am unable to ascertain Your 
beginning, middle or end.” 


Verse 17 

MV I Id H qfcf xr 

TfcfcTt I 

wnPr c^rf 

11 ^911 

kintinam gadinam calcrinam ca 
tejo-rasim sarvato diptimantam 
pasyami tvam durniriksyam samantad 
diptanalarka-dyutim aprameyam 

kintinam - wearing crowns; gadinam - bearing clubs; cakrinam - with 
discs; ca - and; tejah-rasim - mass of splendour; sarvatah - on every 
side; diptimantam - brilliant; pasyami - I am seeing; tvam - You; dur¬ 
niriksyam - difficult to behold; samantat - everywhere; dipta - with a 
blazing radiance; anala - like fire; arka-dyutim - an effulgence like the 
sun; aprameyam - immeasurable. 

I am seeing Your form as the supremely brilliant, all-pervading 
abode of splendour, adorned with crowns and bearing clubs and 
discs on all sides. It is very difficult to look upon You, due to the 
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blazing fire of Your immeasurable effulgence, which radiates like 
the sun in all directions. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: After seeing the universal form, 
Arjuna says, “O Lord of the universe! I am seeing Your bodily limbs, heads, 
crowns, clubs, discs and so forth to be like the effulgence of millions of 
suns. It is difficult for me to behold them any longer. I am seeing them on 
all sides and am unable to ascertain their beginning or end.” 

If one asks how Arjuna was easily able to see this form, the answer 
is that Bhagavan mercifully endowed him with divine eyes. 

Verse 18 

rofTT^lT WT 

rcITTFT TR 

vdHcdd: ^u^cia^4 J ilwii 

LHIdH-kd ^Trff ^ II s^ll 

tvam aksaram paramam veditavyam 
tvam asya visvasya param nidhanam 
tvam avyayah sasvata-dharma-gopta 
sanatanas tvam puruso mato me 

tvam-You;aksaram-brahma (Visnu);paramam-the supreme; veditavyam- 
worthy to be known (by liberated souls); tvam - You; asya - of this; 
visvasya - universe; param - the supreme; nidhanam - resting place, or 
shelter; tvam - You; avyayah - the indestructible; sasvata-dharma - of 
sanatana-dharma ; gopta - protector; sanatanah - primeval and eternal; 
tvam - You; purusah - person; matah - opinion; me - my. 

You are Parabrahma, the supreme knowable object for all liberated 
persons. You are the supreme resting place of this universe. You 
are indestructible, the protector of the eternal religion and the 
primeval eternal Person. This is my opinion. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: The word veditavyam means ‘known by liberated 
persons’. Yad aksaram means brahma-tattva, and nidhanam means ‘the 
place of dissolution’. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Upon seeing the inconceivable, 
completely opulent form of Bhagavan, Arjuna concluded that He is 
indeed the supreme object of knowledge, that He is the imperishable 
Reality ( aksara-tattva ) and that He can be known only by transcendental 
knowledge. He is the resting place of everyone, He is immutable, and He 
is the imperishable Person. He is also the source of dharma, or eternal 
religious principles, and He is its protector. 

sa karanam karanadhipadhipo 
na casya kascijanita na cadhipah 

Svetasvatara Upanisad (6.9) 

The eternal primeval Person and cause of all causes, as described 
in this mantra, is also Him. 


Verse 19 

wrrfa r^rr 

•hcHhi cT^Rptrmii 

ana.di-madhya.ntam ananta-viryam 
ananta-bahum sasi-surya-netram 
pasyami tvam dipta-hutasa-vaktram 
sva-tejasd visvam idam tapantam 

anadi-madhya-antam - without beginning, middle or end; ananta-viryam - 
having infinite prowess; ananta-bahum - infinite arms; sasi-surya- 
netram - eyes like the sun and moon; pasyami - I see; tvam - You; dipta- 
hutasa - the blazing fire of the agni-hotra-yajna emanating from; vaktram - 
Your mouths; sva-tejasd - by Your radiance; visvam - universe; idam - this; 
tapantam - is scorched. 

I see that You are without beginning, middle or end. You possess 
infinite prowess and innumerable arms, and Your eyes are like 
the sun and the moon. I see fire blazing from Your mouths and 
the whole universe being scorched by Your radiance. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: Since Arjuna is absorbed in an ocean of great 
wonder, repetition of this statement beginning with anadi is not a defect, 
ft is said that if one repeats a subject twice or thrice inadvertently out of 
bewilderment, surprise or happiness, it is not incorrect. 

Verse 20 

Tfcrf: I 

cT^trf 

dyav a-prthivyor idam antaram hi 
vyaptam tvayaikena disas ca sarvah 
drstvadbhutam rupam idam tavogram 
loka-trayarh pravyathitam mahatman 

dyau-a-prthivyoh - between heaven and Earth; idam - this (space); 
antaram - in between; hi - indeed; vyaptam - pervaded; tvaya - by You; 
ehena - alone; disah - directions; ca - and; sarvah - all; drstva - seeing; 
adbhutam - astonishing; rupam - form; idam - this; tava - of Yours; 
ugram - terrible; loka-trayam - the three worlds; pravyathitam - are very 
fearful and perturbed; maha-atman - O great personality. 

You alone pervade all directions and all the space between Earth 
and the heavens. O Great Soul! Seeing this wondrous and terrible 
form of Yours, all the inhabitants of the three worlds are becoming 
most fearful and perturbed. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: In this verse beginning with dyau, Sri Bhagavan is 
displaying, as part of that universal form, His feature as all-devouring 
time, because it has a purpose in the present context. This continues 
into the next nine verses. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: After seeing Sri Bhagavan’s 
form as time ( kala ), Arjuna says, “O resting place of everything, 
You are pervading the whole Earth, the firmament, the sky and all 
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directions with Your universal form. You alone pervade the three 
worlds. Upon seeing this most wonderful divine form, the people of 
the three worlds become disturbed and agitated in fear.” 

The point to be noted is that it was not only Arjuna who saw the 
universal form. The great battle of Kuruksetra itself was also seen by 
demigods such as Lord Brahma, by many demons, by the Pitrs (fore¬ 
fathers), and by Gandharvas, Yaksas, Raksasas, Kinnaras and human 
beings. All saw the battle according to their respective temperaments, 
such as friendship, enmity and indifference, but by Krsna’s mercy, 
only those who were devotees could see the universal form, having 
received divine vision. 

It was not that only Arjuna saw the universal form, just as a person 
sleeping is the only one to see the chariots, horses and so on in his 
dream. Exalted personalities like Vyasa, Sanjaya, Grandsire Bhlsma, 
Lord Brahma and many others also witnessed this majestic form of Sri 
Bhagavan. This is the confidential meaning of this verse. 

Verse 21 

3 Ttft % TT?TFd 

^fa-sOdl: (piTAT | 

■kidUrl Tcfi TrTfrrf^T: IIII 

amt hi tvam sura-sahghd visanti 
kecid bhitah pranjalayo grnanti 
svastity uktva maharsi-siddha-sanghah 
stuvanti tvam stutibhih puskalabhih 

ami - these; hi - indeed; tvam - within You; sura-sanghah - the assemblies 
of demigods; visanti - are entering; kecit - some; bhitah - out of fear; 
pranjalayah - with hands clasped; grnanti - they are offering prayers; 
svasti - let there be auspiciousness; iti - thus; uktva - uttering; maharsi- 
siddha-sanghah - the assembly of great sages and perfected beings; 
stuvanti - prasing; tvam - You; stutibhih - with Vedic hymns; puskalabhih 
- with resounding utterances. 
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The hosts of demigods are taking shelter of You by entering into 
You. Some, out of fear, are eulogizing You with folded hands. The 
great sages and perfected beings are gazing upon You as they 
loudly utter Vedic hymns invoking auspiciousness. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The word tva means tvam, ‘unto You’. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Upon seeing the time feature 
of the universal form, Arjuna became absorbed in it and again said, “All 
the demigods on the battlefield are taking shelter of You and entering 
into You. Some of them are ready to run in fear, but unable to do so, 
they are folding their hands and in a perplexed mood praying, ‘O Lord, 
please protect me!’ At the same time, the saints and perfected beings 
are seeing the terrible result of the battle and saying, ‘Let there be 
auspiciousness for the universe.’” 

Verse 22 

cTTfcTt ^ ^ TIT^TT 



rudraditya vasavo ye ca sadhya 

visve ’svinau marutas cosmapas ca 
gandharva-yaksasura-siddha-sangha 
viksante tvam vismitas caiva sarve 

rudra - the Rudras; adityah - the twelve children of Aditi, headed by 
Aditya the sun; vasavah ye - the eight Vasus, or bright gods, the deities 
of water, the pole star, the moon, the Earth, the wind, fire, dawn and 
splendour; ca - and; sadhyah - the Sadhya demigods; visve - the universal 
demigods; asvinau - the twin celestial physicians; marutah - the forty-nine 
wind-gods; ca - and; usma-pah - the forefathers; ca - and; gandharva - 
the celestial musicians; yaksa - the servants of Kuvera, the celestial 
treasurer; asura - demons; siddha-sanghah - the assembly of perfected 
beings, or Siddhas; viksante - are beholding; tvam - You; vismitah - in 
great wonder; ca - and; eva - verily; sarve - all. 
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The eleven Rudras, the twelve Adityas, the eight Vasus, the 
Sadhya demigods, the Visva demigods, the twin Asvinl-kumaras, 
the Maruts, Pitrs, Gandharvas, Yaksas, Asuras and the Siddhas 
are all beholding You in wonder. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Those who accept offerings of hot food are 
known as usma-pah. In the Srutis also it is stated, U usma bhdgd hi 
pitarah - the portion given to the forefathers (Pitrs) is usma (hot).” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Not only Arjuna but also 
the Rudras, the twelve Adityas, the eight Vasus, the Sadhyas, the 
universal demigods, the two Asvinl-kumaras, the Maruts, the Pitrs 
headed by Usmapa, the Gandharvas such as Citraratha, the Yaksas 
such as Kuvera, the Daityas such as Virocana, and the Siddhas 
(perfected beings) such as Kapila, are all looking at the majestic form 
of Sri Bhagavan with amazement. Here the word usma-pah means ‘the 
forefathers who accept offerings of hot food’. 

Verse 23 

rupam mahat te bahu-vaktra-netram 
mahd-bdho bahu-bdhuru-pddam 
bahudaram bahu-darhstrd-kardlam 
drstva lokah pravyathitas tathaham 

rupam - form; mahat - gigantic; te - Your; bahu - many; vahtra - faces; 
netram - eyes; mahd-bdho - O mighty-armed one; bahu - many; bahu - 
arms; uru - thighs; padam - and feet; bahu - many; udaram - bellies; 
bahu - many; damstra - teeth; karalam - terrible; drstva - seeing; lokah - 
all the people; pravyathitah - are very fearful; tatha - as also; aham - I. 
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O mighty-armed Lord, upon beholding Your gigantic form, with its 
unlimited mouths, eyes, arms, thighs, feet, bellies and fearsome 
teeth, everyone is becoming greatly fearful, as I am. 

Verse 24 

"«TTffFH I 

^flT % r^T yoqf^cTRRTrRT 

*gfrT H ¥FT xT f^TTlRXll 

nabhah-sprsam dlptam aneka-varnam 
vyattananam dipta-visala-netram 
drstva hi tvam pravyathitantar-atma 
dhrtim na vindami samam ca visno 

nabhah-sprsam - pervading the sky; dlptam - blazing; aneka-varnam - 
multi-coloured; vyatta-ananam - with wide-open mouths; dlpta-visala- 
netram - with vast fiery eyes; drstva - seeing; hi - indeed; tvam - Your 
form; pravyathita - is very disturbed; antar-atma - my mind; dhrtim - 
steadiness of mind; na vindami - I do not find; samam - peace; ca - or; 
visno - O Lord Visnu. 

O Visnu! Seeing Your blazing, multi-coloured form pervade the 
sky, with Your great fiery eyes and wide-open mouths, my mind is 
overpowered by fear and I am neither steady in mind nor peaceful. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The word samam means ‘peace’. 

Verse 25 

xr Tf wrfr 

VFStZt "IJlfadW ||^|| 
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damstra-karalani ca te mukhani 
drstvaiva kalanala-sannibhani 
diso na jane na labhe ca sarma 
praslda devesa jagan-nivasa 

damstra-karalani - dreadful because of fearsome teeth; ca - and; te - Your; 
mukhani - mouths; drstva - seeing; eva - indeed; kala - at the time of 
devastation; anala - the fire; sannibhani - resembling; disah - the four 
directions; najane - I am unable to ascertain; na labhe - I do not obtain; 
ca - and; sarma - happiness; praslda - be pleased; deva-isa - O Lord of the 
demigods; jagat-nivasa - O shelter of the universe. 

Seeing all those dreadful mouths filled with fearsome teeth and 
blazing like the fire of annihilation, I am unable to ascertain 
the four directions or feel any kind of happiness. O Lord of the 
demigods! O shelter of the universe! Kindly be merciful to me. 


Verses 26-27 


3TRt xf c^f ^W'-Fl W: 

11^1 


3WF1 roRTqrruTT 

■^T^TTvlTft ^RTR^#TI 

TF^F?f ^T^tFTT#: ll^sll 


ami ca tvam dhrtarastrasya putrdh 
same sahaivdvani-pdla-sanghaih 
bhismo dronah suta-putras tathasau 
sahasmadiyair api yodha-mukhyaih 

vaktrani te tvaramana visanti 
damstra-karalani bhayanakani 
kecid vilagna dasanantaresu 

sandrsyante curnitair uttamahgaih 
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ami - these; ca - and; tvam - Your; dhrtarastrasya - of Dhrtarastra; 
putrah - sons; sarve - all; saha - together; eva - indeed; avani-pala- 
sanghaih - with the assembly of kings; bhlsmah - Bhlsma; dronah - 
Dronacarya; suta-putrah - charioteer’s son, Kama; tatha - and also; 
asau - that; saha - together; asmadlyaih- with our men; api - indeed; yodha- 
mukhyaih - chief soldiers; vaktrani - mouths; te - they; tvaramanah - 
speedily; visanti - are entering; damstra-karalani - frightful teeth; 
bhayanakani - fearful; kecit - some; vilagnah - stuck; dasana-antaresu - 
between the teeth; sandrsyante - are seen; curnitaih - crushed; uttama- 
angaih - with their heads. 

All the sons of Dhrtarastra, along with their allied host of kings and 
Bhlsma, Drona and Kama, as well as the leading warriors on our 
side, are rushing towards You with great speed and entering Your 
cave-like mouths, which are filled with frightful teeth. I see that some 
are also trapped there, their heads crushed between those teeth. 



yatha nadlnam bahavo ’mbu-vegah 
samudram evabhimukha dravanti 
tatha tavami nara-loka-vlrd 
visanti vaktrany abhivijvalanti 


yatha - as; nadlnam - of the rivers; bahavah - many; ambu-vegah - the 
currents; samudram - the ocean; eva - indeed; abhimukhah - toward; 
dravanti - rush; tatha - similarly; tava - Your; ami - these; nara-loha - 
of human society; vim - heroes; visanti - enter; vaktrani - mouths; 
abhivijvalanti - blazing. 


As the waters of many rivers rush forcefully toward the ocean 
and enter it, similarly, all of these great heroes are entering Your 
blazing mouths. 
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Verse 29 

W ^TFTH qcT^T 

fdVlPd ^IWTFT TT^sT^Tr: I 
cT^ ^mrq FreiFd ^rfafr- 
^snfq crw^nW n ^ n 

yatha pradlptam jvalanam patanga 
visanti nasaya samrddha-vegah 
tathaiva nasaya visanti lokas 

tavapi vaktrani samrddha-vegah 

yatha - just as; pradlptam - a blazing; jvalanam - fire; patangah - moths; 
visanti - enter; nasaya - for destruction; samrddha-vegah - with great 
speed; tatha - similarly; eva - indeed; nasaya - to their destruction; 
visanti - enter; lokah - these people; tava - Your; api - also; vaktrani - 
mouths; samrddha-vegah - with great speed. 

As moths rush into a blazing fire and perish, these warriors are 
entering Your mouths with great speed, only to die. 

Verse 30 

ITCFTR: TFFcTT- 
^dlcblH TFTOFT I 

^TRTfcl^llTT: ydufwl feWfll 30 || 

lelihyase grasamanah samantal 

lokan samagran vadanair jvaladbhih 
tejobhir apurya jagat samagram 
bhasas tavograh pratapanti visno 

lelihyase - repeatedly licking them up; grasamanah - devouring, or greedily 
consuming; samantat - from all sides; lokan - people; samagran - all; 
vadanaih - mouths; jvaladbhih - with blazing; tejobhih - with Your rays; 
apurya - filling; jagat - universe; samagram - the entire; bhasah - light; 
tava - Your; ugrah - terrible; pratapanti - are scorching; visno - O Visnu. 
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O Visnu, with Your fiery mouths, You are devouring the host of 
living beings, licking them up from all sides again and again. You 
are scorching the entire universe with the fierce, all-pervading 
rays of Your effulgence. 


Verse 31 

H % ^'RIFT rTct W^Wj\\ ^ II 

akhyahi me ko bhavan ugra-rupo 
namo ’stu te deva-vara prasida 
vijnatum icchami bhavantam adyam 
na hi prajanami tava pravrttim 

akhyahi - tell; me - me; kah - who;? bhavan - You; ugra-rupah - fierce 
form of the Lord; namah astu - let my obeisances be; te - unto You; deva- 
vara - O best amongst the gods; prasida - be pleased; vijnatum - to clearly 
understand; icchami - I wish; bhavantam - Your honour; adyam - the 
primeval cause; na - not; hi - because; prajanami - understand; tava - 
Your; pravrttim - activities. 

O best among the gods, I offer my obeisances unto You. Kindly 
be pleased and tell me who You are in this ferocious form. I very 
much want to understand You, the primeval cause, because I do 
not comprehend Your activities. 

Verse 32 



HI=blH TRTfcffw ycfrT: I 
^Scrf^TcTT: ^TT: II ^ II 
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srl bhagavan uvaca - 
kalo ’smi loka-ksaya-krt pravrddho 
lokan samahartum iha pravrttah 
rte ’pi tvam na bhavisyanti sarve 
ye ’vasthitah pratyanikesu yodhah 

srl bhagavan uvaca - the all-opulent Lord said; kalah - time; asmi - I am; 
loka-ksaya-krt - destroyer of the worlds; pravrddhah - mighty; lokan - the 
people; samahartum - to destroy; iha - in this world; pravrttah - engaged; 
rte - without; api - even; tvam - you; na bhavisyanti - shall not remain; 
sarve - all; ye - who; avasthitah - are present; pratyanikesu - in either 
army; yodhah - the soldiers. 

Srl Bhagavan said; I am time, the mighty destroyer of the worlds, 
and I am here to annihilate all these people. Even without your 
efforts, not one warrior in either army will survive. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srl Bhagavan is telling Arjuna, 
“I am all-destroying time, and at present I have accepted this gigantic 
form. I am here to annihilate Duryodhana and others. The result of My 
action in this form will be that except for you five Pandavas, no one on 
this battlefield will remain alive. Even without your endeavour or the 
efforts of other warriors like you, all will be devoured within the jaws 
of terrible time, because in My form as time, I have already taken their 
lives. Those heroes who are present on both sides will definitely enter 
the mouth of death, even without doing battle. Therefore, O Arjuna, if 
you remain aloof from the battle, you will fall from your svadharma , and 
still they will not be saved.” 


Verse 33 

idd-'HddVr TT^r 
ftfcTT: Mc|Mc| 
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tasmat tvam uttistha yaso labhasva 

jitva satrun bhunksva rajyarh samrddham 
mayaivaite nihatah piirvam eva 

nimitta-matram bhava savya-sacin 

tasmat - therefore; tvam - you; uttistha - arise; yasah - fame; labhasva - 
attain; jitva - by conquering; satrun - enemies; bhunksva - enjoy; rajyam - 
kingdom; samrddham - a prosperous; may a -by Me; eva- indeed; ete - these 
(soldiers); nihatah-havebeen slain; piirvam -already; evanimitta-matram- 
but an instrument; bhava - just be; savya-sacin - O expert bowman. 

Rise up, therefore, to enter the battle and achieve glory by 
conquering your enemies, thereby enjoying an unrivalled 
kingdom. All these warriors are already slain by Me alone. O 
SavyasacI - expert bowman - just become My instrument. 

Verse 34 

sfaj xT xT 

c b u l rRTF^TRftr 
TFTT £cTR^‘ ^T% ITT 

^dlRl Vn TRrRPTII^II 

dronam ca bhismam ca ja.yadratha.rh ca 
karnam tathanyan api yodha-vlran 
maya hatams tvam jahi ma vyathisthd 
yudhyasva jetasi rane sapatnan 

dronam - Drona; ca - and; bhismam - Bhisma; ca - and; jayadratham - 
Jayadratha; ca - and; karnam - Kama; tatha - also; anydn - other; 
api - although; yodha-viran - heroes among the fighters; maya - by Me; 
hatan - already slain; tvam - you; jahi - you must slay; ma vyathisthah - 
do not be disturbed; yudhyasva - just fight; jetasi - you shall vanquish; 
rane - in battle; sapatnan - enemies. 

Drona, Bhisma, Jayadratha, Kama and many other great heroes 
have already been destroyed by Me, so simply kill them and 

611 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Srimad Bhagavad-gita 


Chapter ii 


do not be disturbed. Your victory in battle is assured; therefore 
fight. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: There is a hidden meaning 
to the statement, “I have already killed Bhisma, Drona, Jayadratha, 
Kama and others.” Bhagavan is saying that when all the warriors on 
the side of the Kauravas were publicly insulting Draupadi by disrobing 
her, at that time they were all killed by Him because of their heinous 
offence to a great devotee. “I have made these people stand before you 
like puppets, only to give you fame. It is as if they are already lifeless. 
Just be the instrument in killing them.” 

Sri Krsna had already taken the life force of all the heroes who 
were participating in the battle of Mahabharata. Similarly, in Snmad- 
Bhagavatam, Bhisma prayed as follows: 

sapadi sahhi-vaco nisamya madhye 
nija-parayor balayo ratham nivesya 
sthitavati para-sainikayur ahsna 

hrtavati partha-sakhe ratir mamastu 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (1.9.35) 

Let my supreme attachment be to that Sri Krsna, who, upon hearing 
the request of His friend Arjuna to situate his chariot between both 
armies, immediately brought the chariot to that spot. “There is 
Drona, there is Bhisma.” On the pretext of pointing out the warriors 
in the opposing party He shortened their life just with His glance. 

Verse 35 

MV Id I I 

4cT^cT: II ^ II 

sanjaya uvaca - 

etac chrutva vacanam kesavasya 
krtanjalir vepamanah kirltl 
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namaskrtva bhuya evaha krsnam 

sa-gadgadarh bhita-bhitah pranamya 

sanjaya uvaca - Sanjaya said; etat - this; srutva - upon hearing; vacanam - 
statement; kesavasya - of Sri Kesava; krta-anjalih - with folded hands; 
vepamanah - trembling; kirltl - Arjuna; namaskrtva - bowed down; 
bhuyah - repeatedly; eva - indeed; aha - he addressed; krsnam - Sri 
Krsna; sa-gadgadam - with a choked voice; bhlta-bhltah - very fearfully; 
pranamya - with a bowed head. 

Sanjaya said to Dhrtarastra: Upon hearing these words of Sri 
Kesava, Arjuna trembled. He offered repeated obeisances with 
folded hands and, being extremely frightened, began speaking to 
Krsna in a faltering voice as follows. 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: After hearing this dialogue 
between Krsna and Arjuna from the mouth of Sanjaya, Dhrtarastra 
Maharaja undoubtedly understood that the great, unconquerable 
fighters headed by Bhisma and Drona would also be killed and that 
there was no possibility of Duryodhana’s victory. The idea that they 
should try for a truce in such a situation came to his mind, but he did 
not openly express this. 

The wise Sanjaya could understand his mind and immediately 
began to describe what happened next. On the other side, Arjuna 
trembled upon hearing the words of Krsna. Paying obeisances again 
and again, with a disturbed mind and a faltering voice, he offered his 
supplication at the lotus feet of Sri Bhagavan. 

Verse 3 6 

3T^T ^T^T— 

^Tl 

^ teTFfT:H 3 Sjl 
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arjuna uvaca - 
sthane hrsikesa tava prakirtya 
jagat prahrsyaty anurajyate ca 
raksamsi bhitani diso dravanti 

sarve namasyanti ca siddha-sanghah 

arjuna uvaca - Arjuna said; sthane - rightly; hrslka-lsa - O Lord of the 
senses; tava praklrtyah - by Your glories; jagat - the world; prahrsyati - 
rejoices; anurajyate - becomes attached; ca - and; raksamsi - fiends; 
bhitani - the fearful; disah - all directions; dravanti - flee; sarve - all; 
namasyanti - bow down; ca - and; siddha-sanghah - the assembly of 
perfected beings. 

Arjuna said: O Hrsikesa, by glorifying Your name, form and 
qualities, the entire universe becomes joyful and attains 
attachment to You. The demons scatter out of fear, while the hosts 
of perfected beings offer their obeisances to You. Indeed, all this 
is most appropriate. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna has knowledge of the following truth: 
the divine form of Bhagavan is pleasing to those who are devoted to 
Him, whereas Bhagavan displays His dreadful feature to those who 
are averse to Him. Arjuna explains this while offering prayers to Sri 
Bhagavan. The word sthane is not declinable and it means ‘appropriate’. 
It is used in all components of this verse. Arjuna has addressed Krsna 
as Hrsikesa, meaning ‘one who turns the senses of His devotees toward 
Himself and repels the senses of His non-devotees’. “This entire world 
is being attracted to You by performing sahkirtana (chanting) of Your 
glories. This is appropriate, because this world is devoted to You. 
Raksasas, Asuras, Danavas, Pisacas and so forth are running in all 
directions out of fear. This is also appropriate because they are averse 
to You. Hosts of beings who have become perfect by practising bhakti 
to You are paying obeisances to You. This is also appropriate because 
they are Your devotees.” 

This verse is famous in the scriptures pertaining to the chanting of 
mantras, as the raksoghna-mantra, a mantra for destroying demoniac 
elements (Raksasas). 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The transcendental form of 
Sri Bhagavan has an extraordinary influence. Upon seeing it, devotees 
become greatly pleased. But this form appears like Yamaraja, the 
lord of death, to those who are demoniac by nature and who are not 
devoted to Him. In the wrestling arena of Mathura, worshipful elders 
like Nanda Maharaja, Krsna’s friends and the Yadavas were very 
pleased to see Sri Krsna, who is beautiful and eternally youthful, but 
that same Sri Krsna appeared as death personified to Kamsa, as hard 
as a thunderbolt to the wrestlers, as the enforcer of chastisement to the 
wicked kings, and as para-tattva (Paramatma) to the yogis. Therefore, 
upon hearing the glories of Krsna, devoted souls feel joy and become 
attached to Him. The perfected beings ( siddhas) surrender to Him, 
while the demons, who are averse to Him, run in fear. These reactions 
are appropriate for each of them. 

Verse 37 

3TR^tT 'dJlfcMW 

r^TT^Ft: TT^nrTcqT ^RTII^H 

kasmac ca te na nameran mahatman 
garlyase brahmano ’py adi-kartre 
ananta devesa jagan-nivasa 

tvam aksaram sud-asat tat puram yat 

kasmat - why; ca - and; te - to You; na nameran - should they not offer 
obeisances; mahatman - O great person; garlyase - who are greater; 
brahmanah - than Lord Brahma; api - even; adi-kartre - and who are 
the original creator; ananta - O unlimited person; deva-isa - Lord of the 
gods; jagat-nivasa - O refuge of the universe; tvam - You; aksaram - the 
imperishable; sat-asat - to cause and effect; tat - that; param - 
transcendental; yat - which. 

O Mahatma - great soul! O Devesa - Lord of the demigods! O 
Ananta - unlimited one! O Jagan-nivasa - refuge of the world! You 
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are even greater than Lord Brahma. You are the original creator 
and You are the infinite spirit, brahma, the imperishable reality 
beyond both cause and effect. Why, then, should they not offer 
obeisances to You? 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna said, “Why will they not offer obeisances 
to You? Certainly they will.” Here, the word sat means ‘effect’, and asat 
means ‘the cause’; thus, “That person who is superior to and beyond 
both sat, the effect, and asat, the cause, is You, the immutable, infinite 
spirit ( aksara brahma).” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the previous verse, Arjuna 
explained that Sri Bhagavan is worshipful for Lord Brahma and so 
forth. In this verse, he is establishing that Sri Bhagavan is the soul of 
everyone. “Demigods, sages, Gandharvas and other beings like them 
will indeed pay obeisances to You. They cannot exist without doing 
so, because You are one without a second, inconceivable and endowed 
with wonderful potencies. You are the Supreme Person, superior to 
everyone. You are the origin of Lord Brahma, who is the creator of the 
universe, and therefore, You are even superior to him.” 

Arjuna also said, “Only Sri Bhagavan is worshipable for all, but not 
only that, since He is the soul of everyone, He is also everything.” He 
is superior to and distinct from the imperishable brahma-tatty a, jlva- 
tattva and prakrti-tattva. Although He is different from all these, they 
manifest from His inconceivable potency, the acintya-sakti. Therefore, 
He also exists as everything. 

All things are not Sri Bhagavan, nor is anything equal to Him. 
Everything is the effect, or result, of His potency. From this point of 
view, He alone is everything, because no other object or reality exists 
independent of Him. Thus He is called the unparalleled Absolute 
Truth, or parama-tattva. The Srutis state, “sarvam khalv idam brahma- 
indeed, everything is brahma” (Chandogya Upanisad 3.14.1). They also 
state neha nanasti kiiicana ( Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad 4.4.19 and Katha 
Upanisad 2.1.11). This means that everything, such as the jiva and the 
inert world, is brahma. There is nothing except brahma. 

In contrast to this, the Srutis state: 
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nityo nityanam cetanas cetananam 
eko bahunam yo vidadhati haman 

Katha Upanisad (2.2.13) 

Parabrahma is the prime eternal among all eternal beings and the 
prime conscious entity among all conscious entities. 

According to this verse, thejrrasareeternal, conscious and unlimited 
in number, but Parabrahma is the one and only Supreme Eternal and 
the Supreme Conscious Being. Subsequently, the final conclusion of 
the Vedas is the principle of acintya-bhedabheda - the Supreme Lord’s 
inconceivable and simultaneous oneness and difference from His 
various potencies. This is the purest of all philosophical conclusions. 

Verse 38 

'formfeed: ITTM- 

xr qr xj m h 

r^rr cfcT II ^6 II 

tvam adi'devah purusah puranas 

tvam asya visvasya param nidhanam 
vettasi vedyarh ca param ca dhama 
tvaya tatam visvam ananta-rupa 

tvam - You; adi-devah - the original God; purusah - personality; puranah - 
the most ancient; tvam - You; asya - of this; visvasya - universe; param 
nidhanam - the sole resting place; vetta - the knower; asi - [You] are; 
vedyam - that which is worthy to be known; ca - and; param - the 
supreme; ca - and; dhama - abode; tvaya - by You; tatam - is pervaded; 
visvam - the universe; ananta-rupa - O You who have unlimited forms. 

You are the original Lord, the most ancient Person and the sole 
resting place of this universe. You are the supreme abode, the 
knower of everything and You are all that is to be known. O 
Ananta-rupa, possessor of unlimited forms, You alone pervade 
the entire universe. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: Nidhanam means ‘resting place’ or ‘place of 
dissolution’, and parama-dhama refers to that form which is beyond 
the material modes of nature. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sri Krsna is the original 
God. He is the supreme refuge of everyone and He is all-pervading. 
Because His abode, or dhama, is a manifestation of His transcendental 
potency, He is non-different from that abode. This is established in 
Svetasvatara Upanisad (6.7): 

tam lsvamnam paramam mahesvaram 
tam devatanam paramam ca daivatam 
patim patinam paramam parastad 
vidama devam bhuvanesam Idyam 

We know the worshipable Lord, who is the master of all the worlds, 
to be supreme among all controllers, the supreme God of gods, 
and the supreme protector of those who can award protection. He 
transcends impersonal brahma. 

And furthermore, Svetasvatara Upanisad (6.8) states: 

na tasya karyam karanam ca vidyate 
na tat-samas cabhyadhikas ca drsyate 
parasya saktir vividhaiva sruyate 
svabhaviki jnana-bala-kriya ca 

The Lord has no duty to perform nor is anyone seen to be equal to 
or greater than Him. We hear from realized souls that the Supreme 
Lord’s energy acts in manifold ways to make everything in His 
creation function systematically, as if taking place automatically. 
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vdyur yamo ’gnir varunah sasdnkah 
prajapatis tvam prapitamahas ca 
namo namas te ’stu sahasra-krtvah. 
punas ca bhuyo ’pi namo namas te 

vayuh - the wind-god; yamah - the god of chastisement; agnih - the fire- 
god; varunah - the ocean-god; sasa-ankah - the moon-god; praja-patih - 
the progenitor Brahma; tvam - You; pra-pita-mahah - the father of the 
(universal) grandfather Brahma; ca - and; namah namah - repeated 
obeisances; te - to You; astu - let there be; sahasra-krtvah - a thousand 
times; punah - again; ca - and; bhuyah - further; api - and still; namah 
namah - repeated obeisances; te - unto You. 

You are the wind-god, Vayu, and You are Yama, the superintendent 
of universal chastisement. You are the fire-god Agni, the ocean- 
god Varuna, the moon-god Candra, the creator Brahma and also 
the father of Brahma. Therefore, I offer my obeisances to You 
thousands of times, again and again. 

Verse 40 

TRlSTrf ?f TfcfcT TTcf 

Tfcf ddlifa Tfcfrll^oH 

namah purastad atha prsthatas te 
namo ’stu te sarvata eva sarva 
ananta-virydmita-vikramas tvam 
sarvam samapnosi tato ’si sarvah 

namah - obeisances; purastat - from the front; atha - and then; prsthatah - 
from behind; te - to You; namah - obeisances; astu - let there be; te - to 
You; sarvatah - from all sides; eva - indeed; sarva - O original form of 
everything; ananta-vlrya - possessor of limitless valour; amita-vikramah - 
You possess limitless prowess; tvam - You; sarvam - the entire creation; 
samapnosi - pervade; tatah - hence; asi - You are; sarvah - everything. 
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O Sarva-svarupa - You who are everything! My obeisances to 
You from the front, behind and from all sides! Possessing infinite 
prowess and valour, You pervade the entire universe. Therefore, 
You are everything. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Just as gold is present in all golden ornaments, 
such as armour and earrings, similarly, You are present throughout this 
world, which is Your effect. In this way You are sarva (everything).” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Upon understanding that 
Krsna is everyone’s worshipable object, Arjuna paid his obeisances 
again and again to He who embodies everything. Out of deep faith and 
honour, not considering these prostrated obeisances enough, he bowed 
down to Krsna from the front, back, left, right and all directions. That 
Sri Krsna has unlimited prowess and immeasurable strength. He is the 
soul of souls and sarva-svarupa, the form of everything. This is also 
seen in the statement of Sukadeva Gosvami in Srlmad-Bhagavatam 
(10.14.56): 

vastuto janatam atra krsnath sthasnu carisnu ca 
bhagavad-rupam akhilam nanyad vastv iha kincana 

Those in this world who understand Sri Krsna as He is, perceive 
all things, either moving or non-moving, to be His manifestations. 
Such liberated souls see no other reality. 

Verses 41-42 

TnifcT TTvcfT 

t =poT ^ % TRifcTI 

^Hdl HTiFITH 

TFIT THR?TcT 0 'FR ^TII^II 

I 
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sakheti matva prasabham yad uktam 
he krsna he yadava he sakheti 
ajanata mahimanam tavedam 
maya pramadat pranayena vapi 

yac cavahasartham asat-krto ’si 
vihara-sayyasana-bhojanesu 
eko ’tha vdpy acyuta tat-samaksam 
tat ksamaye tvam aham aprameyam 

sakha - a friend; iti - as; matva - thinking; prasabham - rashly; yat - 
what; uktam - was said; he krsna - O Krsna; he yadava - O best of 
the Yadus; he sakha - O friend; iti - thus; ajanata - because of not 
knowing; mahimanam - glories; tava - Your; i dam - these; maya - by me; 
pramadat - out of carelessness; pranayena - out of affection; va api - or 
else; yat - by which; ca - and; avahasa-artham - with the purpose of 
jesting; asat-krtah - dishonoured; asi - You were; vihara-sayya-asana- 
bhojanesu - while sporting, relaxing, sitting and taking food; ekah - alone; 
atha - or else; va api - or else; acyuta - O Acyuta; tat-samaksam - in the 
presence of friends; tat - for that; ksamaye - request forgiveness; tvam - 
you; aham - I; aprameyam - immeasurable. 

Not knowing Your glories, and either because I was careless, 
or because I affectionately considered You as my friend, I have 
rashly addressed You, “O Krsna”, “O Yadava”, “O Sakha” and so 
forth. O Acyuta, if in jest I have shown You any disrespect, either 
while alone with You or in the presence of friends while sporting, 
relaxing, sitting or eating, I beseech You unlimitedly to forgive me. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: “Alas, Alas! I have committed unlimited offences 
to You, the possessor of supreme opulence ( aisvarya ).” Lamenting like 
this, Arjuna spoke this verse beginning with sakheti. Arjuna says, “O 
Krsna” and so forth, meaning ‘You, Krsna, are famous as the son of 
Vasudeva, a human being who is not famous and who is even known as 
an arddharathi (one who needs assistance to defeat a single opponent). 
But I, Arjuna, am an atirathi (one who can fight alone against unlimited 
warriors), and I am celebrated as the son of King Pandu.’ “O Yadava” 
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means, ‘You were born in the Yadu dynasty and have no kingdom, 
whereas I was born in the dynasty of Puru and am therefore of royal 
lineage. Yet the friendly relationship 1 have with You is not because of 
the influence of Your ancestors or dynasty; it is because of You. ft was 
with friendly intentions that 1 rashly spoke insulting words. For that 
reason, 1 am begging Your forgiveness.’ These words are related to the 
following statement. 

“Due to madness, the affection 1 expressed while sporting and 
joking with You is an insult to the glory of Your universal form. In 
other words, either alone or in the presence of friends, f have insulted 
You with sarcastic words such as ‘You are truthful,’ or ‘You are free 
from cheating and very simple.’ I beg Your forgiveness for thousands 
of such offences. O Lord! Please forgive me. 1 implore You!” 

SARART11A-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: When Arjuna saw Sri Krsna’s 
supremely majestic universal form, which is a manifestation of His 
opulence, knowledge of Sri Krsna’s opulence arose within him and 
he forgot his natural relationship with Him in friendship. Arjuna is 
lamenting for all the times he addressed Krsna in friendship, “O Sakha! 
O Yadava! O Krsna!” and is begging His forgiveness again and again. 

Verse 43 

? oFRZT WIN JlbJkldlHJ 
H cbdlS-MI 

11^ II 

pitasi lokasya caracarasya 

tvam asya pujyas ca gurur gariyan 
na tvat'samo ’sty abhyadhikah kuto ’nyo 
loka-traye ’py uprutima-prubhdva 

pita - the father; asi - You are; lokasya - of this world; cara-acarasya - 
of moving and non-moving beings; tvam - You; asya - of this world; 
pujyah - are worshipable; ca - and; guruh - the spiritual master; gariyan - 
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the most respectable person; na - not; tvat-samah - equal to You; asti - 
there is; abhyadhikah - greater; kutah - where is; anyah - another; 
loka-traye api - even within these three worlds; apratima-prabhava - O 
possessor of unrivalled power. 

O possessor of unrivalled power! You are the father, the most 
worshipful personality, the guru and the most honoured person 
in this entire world of moving and non-moving beings. No one in 
the three worlds is Your equal, so who could possibly be greater 
than You? 


Verse 44 

cTFTIr5FF3T -gftraFT 

WT: 

fiPT: fiRFTT#T TTteiTIIX*ll 

tasmat pranamya pranidhaya kayam 
prasadaye tvam aham isam Idyam 
piteva putrasya sakheva sakhyuh 
priyah priydydrhasi deva sodhum 

tasmat - thus; pranamya - offering obeisances; pranidhaya - prostrating 
(at Your feet); kayam - my body; prasadaye - plead for grace; tvam - from 
You; aham - 1 ; Isam - Lord; Idyam - worthy of prayers; pita - a father; iva - 
as; putrasya - with his son; sakha - a friend; iva - as; sakhyuh - with his 
friend; priyah - as a lover; priyaya - with his beloved; arhasi - You ought; 
deva - O Lord; sodhum - to forgive. 

I therefore prostrate my body at Your lotus feet in obeisance. 
O adorable Supreme Lord, I entreat You to be gracious to me. O 
Lord, just as a father forgives his son, a friend tolerates a friend or 
a lover excuses his beloved, You should forgive my offences. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The phrase kayam pranidhaya means ‘falling to 
the ground like a stick’. 


623 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Srimad Bhagavad-gita 


Chapter ii 


Verse 45 

fJJNdldl-W 

xT ^^TcT ^FTT ^1 
a^ci ^ 4VM ^ 

adrsta-purvam hrsito ’smi drstva 
bhayena ca pravyathitam mano me 
tad eva me darsaya deva rupam 
praslda devesa jagan-nivasa 

adrsta-purvam - that which has not been seen before; hrsitah - am 
overjoyed; asmi - I; drstva - having seen; bhayena - by fear; ca - but; 
pravyathitam - extremely perturbed; manah - mind; me - my; tat - that 
(familiar); eva - verily; me - me; darsaya - show; deva - O Lord; rupam - 
form; praslda - please be gracious; deva-lsa - O Lord of the gods; jagan- 
nivasa - O abode of the universe. 

O Lord! Having seen this universal form of Yours, which has never 
been seen before, I am overjoyed, but my mind is also very much 
perturbed due to fear. O Devesa - Lord of gods - please further 
display to me Your four-armed form. O Jagan-nivasa - refuge of 
the entire universe - please be gracious to me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna says, “Upon seeing this universal form of 
Yours, which has never been seen before, I feel jubilant. At the same 
time, my mind is agitated with fear because of its terrible features. 
Therefore, please show me Your form as the son of Vasudeva, which 
is the pinnacle of sweetness and which is millions of times more dear 
to me than my own life. Please be gracious to me. I have seen enough 
of Your opulence. I acknowledge that You alone are Devesa, the Lord 
and controller of all demigods, and Jagan-nivasa, the abode of the 
whole universe.” 

When Arjuna saw the universal form, he was unable to see Krsna’s 
original human form, even though Krsna remained present before 
him. This is because that original form was covered by yogamaya. 
This is understood here. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sri Krsna is asamorddhva- 
tattva, meaning that nobody is equal to or greater than Him. In this 
regard Bhagavan Himself says, “ mamaham evabhirupah kaivalyad ... -1 
am advitlya-purusa, one without a second. Only I am equal to Myself. 
There is no one who is equal to Me, what to speak of being greater 
than Me” Srlmad-Bhagavatam (5.3.17). It is also said in the Svetasvatara 
Upanisad (6.8), “na tat-samas cabhyadhikas ca drsyate - no one is equal 
to the Lord, what to speak of being greater than Him.” 

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta ( Madhya-llla 20.152) it is said: 

krsnera svarupa-vicara suna, sanatana 
advaya-jnana-tattva, vraje vrajendra-nandana 

O Sanatana, please hear about Sri Krsna’s eternal svartipa. Although 

He is the Absolute Truth devoid of duality, He is eternally present 

in Vraja as the son of Nanda Maharaja. 

Sri Krsna’s power is inconceivable. He is the adorable father and the 
original spiritual master of the entire moving and non-moving world. 
He alone is the supreme worshipable Reality and the jlvas’ object of 
service. Considering this, Arjuna paid obeisances again and again 
and said, “In this world, a father does not take the faults of his son 
very seriously, a friend the faults of a friend, or a lover the faults of the 
beloved. You are Sri Bhagavan, yet You mercifully deal with all devotees 
in the mellows of friendship, parenthood and amorous love on equal 
terms, which gives You happiness. Although my earlier behaviour with 
You was not proper from the perspective of Your supreme position, it 
was correct in terms of our eternal friendly relationship. Therefore, be 
pleased with me. 

“Previously, I had not seen Your universal form. Now my curiosity 
is satisfied. Although by seeing it I feel happy, my mind is disturbed 
due to its ferocious features. Therefore, please again show me Your 
form as Vasudeva-nandana, the son of Vasudeva, which is the zenith 
of sweetness and which is millions of times more dear to me than my 
own life.” Although the human-like form of Vasudeva-nandana Krsna 
was present before Arjuna while Arjuna beheld the universal form, it 
was covered by yogamaya. Therefore, Arjuna was unable to see Him, 
and he requested Him to show him His four-armed form. 

625 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Srimad Bhagavad-gita 


Chapter ii 


Verse 46 

Mfc-H 

?off ct^i 

?^r 

kirltinam gadinam cakra-hastam 

icchami tvam drastum aham tathaiva 
tenaiva riipena catur-bhujena 
sahasra-baho bhava visvu-murte 

kirltinam - wearing a crown; gadinam - holding a club; cakra-hastam - 
disc in hand; icchami - wish; tvam - You; drastum - to see; aham - I; 
tatha eva - like that; tena - in that; eva - verily; riipena - form; catur- 
bhujena - with four arms; sahasra-baho - O thousand-armed One; 
bhava - be present; visva-murte - O universal form. 

I long to see You in that form, which is adorned with crown, mace 
and disc. O thousand-armed One, O form of the universe, kindly 
manifest Your four-armed form. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “In the future, whenever You show me Your 
aisvarya feature, please only show me Your human-like form as the 
son of Vasudeva, which I was seeing before. Please show me that 
supremely relishable form which gives bliss to the eyes of my mind. 
That human-like form is not adrsta-purva (previously unseen) unlike 
this present universal form. The opulence of the universal form, which 
is part of Your divine pastimes, is not very appealing to me.” 

With this intention, Arjuna says, “Please give me darsana of that 
form I saw previously, which bears a divine, precious helmet made 
of jewels. In other words, I want to see that form You showed Your 
parents at the time of Your birth. O Visvamurti - one who assumes 
the form of the universe; O Sahasra-baho - one who has thousands of 
arms; please withdraw this present universal form, and appear in Your 
four-armed form.” 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PR AK ASIK A-VRTTI: The svarupa of Krsna is 
that of a young boy ( nava-kisora ), a beautiful dancer dressed as a 
cowherd boy, with a flute in his hand. This is Krsna’s eternal form. 
Although He is the embodiment of all sweetness ( madhurya ), still 
majestic opulence ( aisvarya ) is also fully present in Him. Aisvarya 
may be manifest or not, but if the activities appropriate for human¬ 
like pastimes are not transgressed, it is certainly called madhurya. For 
example, the killing of Putana occurred when Krsna was a baby, but 
this manifestation of aisvarya did not even slightly overstep His baby¬ 
like behaviour. Aisvarya is when a mood of opulence overrides the 
activities of a human being. For example, at the time of His birth, Sri 
Krsna appeared before Vasudeva and Devaki bedecked with attire and 
various ornaments, thus exceeding the activities of a human child. 
This is called aisvarya-mayi-lila. 

Here, Arjuna’s seeing the universal form is aisvarya-mayi-lila. 
Afterwards he prayed to see Krsna’s four-armed form, which was 
familiar to him, as this was appropriate for Sri Krsna’s human¬ 
like activities. While performing His pastimes with the Yadavas 
and Pandavas in His two-armed form, Sri Krsna would sometimes 
manifest His four-armed form. The pastimes in Dvaraka contain some 
display of opulence ( aisvarya-mayi ) but all pastimes in Vraja are full of 
sweetness (madhurya-may x); they are human-like ( naravat). 

When Arjuna tied Asvatthama, the killer of Draupadi’s five sons, 
with ropes and brought him to her feet, Draupadi forgave Asvatthama. 
Bhima, however, could not forgive him and wanted to kill him. At that 
time, to protect the vows of both of them and also to test the sharpness 
of Arjuna’s intelligence, Sri Krsna manifested His four-armed form. 
Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.7.52) states: 

nisamya bhima-gaditam draupadyas ca catur-bhujah 
alokya vadanam sakhyur idam aha hasann iva 

Four-armed Sri Krsna, after hearing the arguments of Bhima, 

Draupadi and others, turned towards His dear friend Arjuna and 

smiled. 

Once, while Krsna was joking with Rukmini, she could not 
understand the meaning of His words and fell to the ground 
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unconscious. At that time, Krsna manifested His four-armed form 
and lifted her up with two of His arms. With His other two arms, He 
fixed her dishevelled hair and cleaned her face. As it is said in Srlmad- 
Bhagavatam (10.60.26): 

paryankad avaruhyasu tam utthapya catur-bhujah 
kesan samuhya tad-vaktram pramrjat padma-panina 

Arising swiftly from the couch, the Lord manifested a four-armed 
form, smoothed the hair of RukminI, and gently touched her face 
with His lotus hand. 

Once, during His Vraja pastimes, Krsna suddenly disappeared from 
the rasa-lila. Manifesting His four-armed form, He stood on the path of 
the gopls, who were searching for Him. When they saw Him, they paid 
their obeisances and moved on in search of two-armed Syamasundara. 
In the meantime, Srimati Radhika, the embodiment of mahabhava, 
arrived there. Upon seeing Her, Krsna became overwhelmed and 
despite great endeavour, He was unable to maintain His four-armed 
form, which disappeared into His two-armed form. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Arjuna as saying, “Now I want 
to see Your four-armed form in which You wear a crown on Your head 
and carry a club, disc and other weapons in Your hands. You manifested 
this present universal form, possessed of thousands of arms, from 
Your four-armed form. O Krsna, I have understood without a doubt 
that this two-armed Syamasundara form is completely transcendental 
and the highest Truth. It is eternal and it is this form that attracts all 
jlvas. The four-armed form of Lord Narayana eternally exists as the 
opulent pastime manifestation ( aisvarya-vilasa ) of Your two-armed 
Syamasundara form. At the time of creation, this gigantic universal 
form manifests from that four-armed Narayana form. By this supreme 
knowledge, my curiosity has been satisfied.” 


Verse 47 
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sri bhagavan uvaca - 
maya prasannena tavarjunedam 
rupam param darsitam atma-yogat 
tejo-mayam visvam anantam adyam 
yan me tvad anyena na drsta-purvam 

sri bhagavan uvaca - the all-opulent Lord said; maya - by Me; prasannena - 
being pleased; lava - with you; arjuna - O Arjuna; idam - this; 
rupam - form; param - supreme; darsitam - has been shown; atma- 
yogat - My personal mystic potency; tejah-mayam - resplendent; visvam - 
universal; anantam - unlimited; adyam - original; yat - which; me - Me; 
tvat - than you; anyena - by someone other; na drsta-purvam - has not 
been seen previously. 

Sri Bhagavan said: O Arjuna, because I am pleased with you, I have 
shown you My resplendent, unlimited and primeval universal 
form by means of My inconceivable yogamaya-sakti. You are the 
only one who has ever seen this form. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “O Arjuna, you prayed to Me, ‘O Purusottama, I 
desire that You show me Your majestic and opulent form’ ( Gita 11.3), 
and thus I have shown you the personality of that universal form 
(visvarupa purusa ), which is but a partial aspect of Me. Why has your 
mind become disturbed upon seeing it? Moreover, you now desire 
to see My human-like form and are entreating Me, ‘Be merciful, be 
merciful!’ Why do you speak in this surprising manner? I showed you 
and no one else My universal form because I was pleased with you. 
But for you, no one has ever seen it before. Why do you no longer wish 
to see it?” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Bhagavan Sri Krsna told 
Arjuna, “On your request, I showed you My partial aspect, My 
resplendent universal form, through My inconceivable potency. I did 
so because I was pleased with you.” In Sri Baladeva VidyabhuSana’s 
commentary, he has compared this manifestation of Krsna to a valuable 
gem and an expert theatre actor. Although a valuable gem is only one 
object, by displaying its various colours it satisfies many viewers. 
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Similarly, an expert actor entertains his audience by appearing in 
various roles. In the same way, although Krsna is one, He manifested 
the universal form, which is present within Him. This is the hidden 
meaning of Krsna’s statement. 

Krsna again said, “Because of you, the demigods and many devotees 
also saw this form. No one had ever seen it before. When I went to 
the assembly of Duryodhana as a messenger of the Pandavas and in 
various ways tried to persuade the Kauravas to give half the kingdom 
to the Pandavas, the wicked Duryodhana tried to arrest Me. I 
manifested my universal form at that time, in front of Dhrtarastra, the 
kings of various states and many other nobles, but Bhisma, Drona and 
all the rsis who were present in that assembly were unable to tolerate 
the effulgence of my form and so closed their eyes. On Dhrtarastra’s 
request, I gave him divine vision for just a moment so that he could 
see that form of Mine. But you, Arjuna, are My friend, and thus to you, 
I have revealed this form, which no one else has ever seen, because I 
am pleased with you.” 


Verse 48 

sP*T ll^ll 

na veda-yajnadhyayanair na danair 
na ca kriyabhir na tapobhir ugraih 
evam-rupah sakya aham nr-loke 
drastum tvad anyena kuru-pravlra 

na - not; veda - the Vedas; yajna - through sacrificial performances; 
adhyayanaih - through the study of; na - not; danaih - by acts of charity; 
na - not; ca - and; kriyabhih - by ritualistic activities; na - not; tapobhih - 
austerities; ugraih - by severe; evam-rupah - in this way; sahyah - possible; 
aham -1 ; nr-loke - in this world of men; drastum - to be seen; tvat anyena - 
other than by you; kuru-pravlra - O supreme hero among the Kurus. 
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O great hero among the Kurus, but for you, no one in this world 
has beheld this universal form of Mine. This form cannot be seen 
by study of the Vedas nor through sacrifices, charity, rituals or 
severe penances. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan says, “The ability to see the form I 
have shown you cannot even be achieved by processes such as study 
of the Vedas. I am unable to show this form to anyone other than you. 
Fix your determination on that most rare of forms only, thinking in 
your mind that you have achieved the most unattainable object. Why 
do you again wish to see My human form after seeing this most rare 
form?” 


SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
quotes Krsna as saying, “O best of the Kuru warriors, nobody in this 
world has ever seen this universal form, manifested by My yogamaya- 
sakti, even by their study of the Vedas or their performance of 
sacrifices, charity, religious activities or severe austerities. You are the 
only one to have seen it. All those jlvas who have attained the position 
of demigods see and remember My universal form within their divine 
eyes and minds. In this mundane world, those who are bound by 
delusion and covered by ignorance cannot see this divine form, but 
My devotees, who are in yoga (union) with Me and always fixed in the 
eternal conscious Reality, transcend delusion as well as divinity. They, 
like you, do not feel comfortable with this form but hanker to see My 
eternal and transcendentally beautiful human-like form.” 

Verse 49 

Tp czpqT TR ^ 

■^=n >TTr4rf i 

glcFR-qi: ^TFfof 

ma te vyatha ma ca vimudha-bhavo 
drstvci rupam ghoram idrn mamedam 
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vyapeta-bhih prita-manah punas tvam 
tad eva me rupam idam prapasya 

ma te - you should not be; vyatha - fearful; ma - do not; ca - and; vimudha- 
bhavah - bewildered; drstva - having seen; rupam - form; ghoram - 
terrible; I drk - such; mama - of Mine; idam - this; vyapeta-bhih - free 
from fear; prita-manah - be of cheerful mind; punah - again; tvam - you; 
tat eva - that very; me - of Mine; rupam - (four-armed) form; idam - this; 
prapasya - behold. 

Do not be afraid or bewildered by seeing this terrible form. Again 
be free from fear and cheerful. Just behold My beautiful four¬ 
armed form to your complete satisfaction. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “O Supreme Lord, why are You not blessing me? 
You want to forcibly show me this form even though I am unwilling 
to see it. My body is becoming troubled and my mind perplexed by 
seeing Your form of majesty. I am repeatedly falling unconscious. 
1 pay my obeisances from a distance to Your topmost form of opulence, 
and I will never again pray to You to show it to me. Please forgive me 
for this. Please forgive me! Please show me the moon-like face of Your 
human-like form, with which You shower the nectar of Your sweet 
smile. Please show me that!” 

Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with ma te to give solace 
to a disturbed Arjuna. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Arjuna became very fearful 
and agitated upon seeing the terrible universal form. Sri Bhagavan 
pacified him, saying, “Be neither fearful nor agitated. When Draupadi 
was being insulted in Duryodhana’s assembly, Bhisma, Dronacarya 
and others remained silent. Even Yudhisthira and the other Pandavas 
were unable to protect her and remained sitting with their heads 
lowered. Duryodhana, Kama and others ridiculed her with various 
sarcastic statements, and Duhsasana slapped his thigh and then pulled 
at Draupadi’s cloth with his full strength. In such a helpless situation, 
Draupadi fully surrendered to Me. At that time, I vowed to destroy the 
irreligious and wicked Duryodhana and all his followers. Therefore, I 
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will surely execute this massacre. You are just an instrument. I have 
shown you My wrathful, terrible, annihilating form just to give you 
faith in this. You are My eternal friend; therefore, I know that this 
form will not be pleasing to you. Now without fear, behold that form 
you have requested Me to show you.” 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “Foolish 
persons do not believe in contemplating this visvarupa. By seeing 
this terrible form, you should be neither agitated nor bewildered. 
My devotees are peaceful, and they are partial to My transcendental, 
human-like form. 1 therefore bless you not to be agitated or bewildered 
in relation to My universal form. Those devotees who are attracted 
to My sweetness ( madhurya ) have no purpose with this visvarupa. 
Since you are a friend in My pastimes, My llla-sakha, you are to be an 
instrument in all My pastimes. It is not proper for you to be disturbed 
like this. Now give up your fear and with a cheerful mind see My 
eternal, human-like form.” 


Verse 50 

c||^c|fd«T^Ton 

^TFTRT WJ: I 
3HUNI-H<4IHW ^ 4cT4h 

TJT: ^=qcnji%TcRT liqo || 

sanjaya uvaca - 

ity arjunam vasudevas tathoktva 

svakam rupam darsayam asa bhuyah 
dsvdsaydm cisa ca bhltam enam 

bhutva punah saumya-vapur mahatma 

sanjaya uvaca - Sanjaya said; iti - thus; arjunam - to Arjuna; vasudevah - 
son of Vasudeva; tatha - and; uktva - speaking; svakam - His personal; 
rupam - (four-armed) form; darsayam asa - showed; bhuyah - further; 
dsvdsaydm asa - consoled; ca - and; bhltam - to the frightened (Arjuna); 
enam - that; bhutva - by becoming; punah - again; saumya-vapuh - the 
gentle form; maha-atma - the magnanimous. 
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Sanjaya said: Having spoken thus, Sri Krsna, the supremely 
magnanimous son of Vasudeva, again showed His four-armed 
form. Thereafter, He consoled the frightened Arjuna by assuming 
His gentle two-armed form. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In this way, after showing the extremely wrathful 
form of His partial expansion, Sri Bhagavan displayed His four-armed 
form, a combination of both sweetness and opulence, decorated with 
helmet, mace, disk and so forth, being so requested by Arjuna. That 
magnanimous Supreme Personality again manifested His pleasing 
two-armed form, decorated with bracelets, earrings, turban, yellow 
pltambara and other ornaments, thus giving solace to the frightened 
Arjuna. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sanjaya is describing what 
happened next. Bhagavan Sri Krsna withdrew His thousand-headed 
form and manifested His four-armed form, dark as the blue lotus. 
He had manifested this form as Devaki-nandana in the prison house 
of King Kamsa. Finally, He gave solace to the frightened Arjuna by 
manifesting His supremely pleasing two-armed form. 

Verse 51 

3T#T 3^1— 

TIRET TFT HcT TTN" I 

TFfrT: TP^cTT: ^rl ?TcT: ll^ll 
arjuna uvaca - 

drstvedam manusam rupam tava saumyam janardana 
idanlm asmi samvrttah sa-cetali prakrtim gatah 

arjuna uvaca- Arjuna said; drstva- seeing; idam- this; manusam - human¬ 
like; rupam - form; tava - of Yours; saumyam - charming; jana-ardana - O 
You who inspire the hearts of all beings; idanlm - now; asmi samvrttah - 
I have become; sa-cetah - conscious; prakrtim - to my previous nature; 
gatah - have returned. 
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Arjuna said: O Janardana, my heart feels delight upon seeing 
Your charming human-like form, and I have returned to my 
normal condition. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Seeing the most sweet form of Sri Krsna, and feeling 
as if he were immersed in the ocean of bliss, Arjuna said, “My heart feels 
delight now that I have returned to my normal state ( prakrtim ).” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: At that time Arjuna, who 
was now free from all fear, saw Sri Krsna, first in His extremely sweet 
four-armed form and then in His two-armed Syamasundara form. In 
great bliss Arjuna said, “O Janardana, after seeing Your most pleasing 
human-like form, I have regained my composure and have come back 
to my natural condition.” 

Sri Krsna mostly performed His pastimes with the Yadavas and 
the Pandavas in His two-arnred form ( dvibhuja-rupa ), yet sometimes 
He performed them in His four-armed form also ( caturbhuja-rupa ). 
Therefore, His four-armed form is also known as human-like. In 
Srlmad-Bhagavatam (7.15.75), Narada Muni describes Sri Krsna’s 
human form to Maharaja Yudhisthira, “ gudham param brahma 
manusya-lihgam - Sri Krsna is the Absolute Truth concealed within a 
human-like form.” 

Verse 52 



^crr 3T2TFT <^fH=blF# u l: ll<v*ll 

srl bhagavan uvaca - 

su'durdarsam idam rupam drstavan asi yan mama 
deva apy asya rupasya nityam darsana-kanksinak 

srl bhagavan uvaca - the all-opulent Lord said; su-durdarsam - very rarely 
seen; i dam - this; rupam - form; drstavan asi - you have seen; yat - which; 
mama - of Mine; devah - the gods; api - even; asya - of this; rupasya - 
form; nityam - always; darsana-kanksinah - hankering to behold. 
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Sri Bhagavan said: This human form of Mine which you have seen 
is rarely seen by others. Even the gods forever hanker to have 
darsana of this form. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In this and the next two verses, beginning with 
su-durdarsam, Sri Bhagavan is explaining the glory of the svarupa He is 
now showing to Arjuna. “Even the demigods aspire to see this svarupa 
but never can. However you, Arjuna, do not want to see My visvarupa. 
This is appropriate because you eternally taste the great sweetness 
(madhurya ) of My original human form. How, therefore, could this 
universal form attract your eyes? I blessed you with divine eyes, but 
I did not bless you with a corresponding divine mind. Therefore, you 
whose mind is fixed on My greatly sweet human form did not fully 
appreciate seeing My other [universal] form, even though I gave you 
divine vision. If I had given you an appropriate divine mind, then 
you would also have become attracted to My universal form, like the 
demigods have.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the present verse, Sri Krsna 
is explaining the glory of His human-like form. Exhibiting the most 
exceptional aspect of His mercy to Arjuna, He says, “It is extremely 
rare to behold this human form that you are seeing. Even the demigods 
cannot see it. In Srlmad-Bhagavatam, Tenth Canto, the Garbha-stotra 
(prayers to the womb of Devaki) states that it is even difficult for the 
demigods to see this form. You are My eternal devotee who tastes the 
great sweetness of My human form. Therefore, the universal form was 
not pleasing to you. I gave you divine eyes but I did not give you a divine 
mind. If I had given you a divine mind, then, like the demigods, you 
would have been attracted to this universal form. Because you are My 
eternal friend, you can never give up your sakhya-bhava, or friendship 
with Me, so this human form is very pleasing to you.” 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “O Arjuna, the 
form which you now see is most rare. Even demigods like Brahma 
and Rudra always hanker to see this eternal form. If you wonder how 
this human form is so rare when it is seen by everyone, then I want to 
explain this tattva to you. Hear attentively. 
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“There are three types of perceptions related to My transcendental 
form as Sri Krsna: avidvat-pratlti, yauktika-pratlti and vidvat-pratlti. 
Avidvat-pratlti is the perception of the ignorant and it is based on 
empiric knowledge only. They see My eternal svarupa as mundane and 
temporary. One cannot understand the supreme nature of this svarupa 
by such perception. By reasoning, or divya-pratlti [yauktika-pratlti], the 
demigods and persons who are proud of their knowledge consider My 
svarupa to be mundane and temporary. They accept the eternal reality 
of either My universal form, which pervades the whole universe, or 
My aspect that negates the universe, nirvisesa-brahma. They conclude 
that My human form is only a temporary means of worship. However, 
by perception that is based on transcendental knowledge (vidvat- 
pratlti), My devotees, who are endowed with spiritual vision, realize 
My human form to be directly the abode of eternality, knowledge and 
bliss (s ac-cid-ananda-dhama). This type of realized vision is rare even 
for the demigods. Among the demigods, only Brahma and Siva, who 
are My pure devotees, forever long to see My human form. Having 
seen this universal form, you have been able to understand, by My 
mercy, the supremacy of My eternal form. This is because you are 
engaged in pure bhakti to Me in friendship.” 

Verse 53 

naham vedair na tapasd na danena na cejyaya 

sakya evarh-vidho drastum drstavan asi yan mama 

na - not; aham - I; vedaih - by study of the Vedas; na - nor; tapasd - 
by austerities; na - not; danena - by charitable acts; na - nor; ca - and; 
Ijyaya - by sacrifice; sakyah - possible; evam-vidhah - in this way; 
drastum - to see; drstavan asi - you have seen; yan - which; mama - My. 

It is not possible to see this extremely rare form of Mine, which 
you now behold, merely by studying the Vedas, practising 
austerities, giving in charity or performing sacrifices. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: “If, like you, someone wants to see My eternal 
two-armed human form, considering it to be the essence of human 
endeavour, they will not be able to know or see it, even if they perform 
such processes as studying the Vedas and executing austerities. Have 
faith in this.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: One cannot obtain darsana of 
Sri Krsna in His most pleasing eternal human-like form - which was 
seen by the bhakta Arjuna - by studying the Vedas or by performing 
austerities, charity, worship, etc. It is said in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (i i. 12.9): 

yam na yogena sankhyena dana-vrata-tapo-’dhvaraih 
vyakhya-svadhyaya-sannyasaih prapnuyad yatnavan api 

Even by practices performed with great endeavour, such as 
mystic yoga, philosophical speculation, charity, vows, austerities, 
performance of sacrifice, teaching Vedic mantras, study of the 
Vedic scriptures, or entering the renounced order of life, one 
cannot achieve Me. 

And furthermore it is said: 

na sadhayati mam yogo na sankhyam dharma uddhava 
na svadhyayas tapas tyago yatha bhaktir mamorjita 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.14.20) 

My dear Uddhava, I am controlled only by the bhahti rendered 
to Me by My pure-hearted devotees. I can never be controlled by 
those who only study Sankhya philosophy or other scriptures, or 
who perform mystic yoga, pious acts, austerity or renunciation. 

Verse 54 

ccR^FTT 

sT^ ^ ^ wcmmxn 

bhaktya tv ananyaya sakya aham evam-vidho ’rjuna 
j natum drastum ca tattvena pravestum ca parantapa 

bhaktya - by devotional service; tu - only, ananyaya - by exclusive; 
sakyah - possible; aham - I; evam-vidhah - in this way (in this unique 
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human-like form); arjuna - O Arjuna; jnatum - to known; drastum - to 
see; ca - and; tattvena - truly; pravestum - to enter (into association with 
Me); ca - and; parantapa - O chastiser of the foe. 

O Arjuna, conqueror of the foe, only by exclusive devotion can 
one actually know and see My exquisite human-like form and 
enter into association with Me in My abode. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: “Then by which means are You attainable?” 
Expecting this question from Arjuna, Sri Bhagavan speaks this 
verse beginning with bhaktya.” Even if one has the desire to attain 
impersonal liberation, he can only enter into the impersonal brahma- 
svarupa with the help of bhakti. There is no other way. After renouncing 
jnana, or guni-bhuta-bhakti (bhakti that is predominated by jnana ), 
the knowledge of the jhanls finally develops to a slight degree. They 
achieve nothing more than this. By it, they attain impersonal liberation 
(. sayujya-mukti ). Later they enter into Me, having known My svarupa 
in truth.” This I will explain and establish later, in Gita 18.55. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The vision of this pleasing 
human form is possible only to one with exclusive devotion ( ananya- 
bhakti ). In this regard, Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.12.8) states: 

kevalena hi bhavena gopyo gavo nagd mrgdh 
ye ’nye mudha-dhiyo nagah siddha mam lyur anjasa 

The residents of Vraja, such as the gop is, the cows, the animals, the 
snakes such as Kaliya, the twin arjuna trees and other non-moving 
entities with covered consciousness, such as bushes and shrubs, 
all attained the perfection of life and came to Me simply because of 
their one-pointed devotion for Me. 

And furthermore, Srlmad-Bhagavatam (n.14.21) states: 

bhaktyaham ekaya grdhyah sraddhayatma priyah satam 
bhaktih punati man-nistha sva-pakan api sambhavat 

I can only be attained through bhakti performed with full faith. 

I am naturally dear to My devotees, who take Me as the exclusive 
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goal of their bhajana. Even the dog-eaters can purify themselves of 
their lower birth by performing bhajana to Me. 

Verse 55 

ftlr: ^r: TT HT^fcT II AA II 

mat-karma-krn mat-paramo mad-bhaktah sanga-varjitah 
nirvairah sarva-bhutesu yah sa mam eti pandava 

mat-karma-krt - dedicates his work to Me; mat-paramah - makes Me his 
ultimate shelter; mat-bhaktah - practises devotional service to Me (by 
the various limbs of bhakti such as hearing and chanting My glories); 
sanga-varjitah - free from (materialistic) attachments; nirvairah - without 
enmity; sarva-bhutesu - towards any living being; yah - who; sah - he; 
mam - to Me; eti - comes; pandava - O son of Pandu. 

O son of Pandu, he who exclusively dedicates his life to Me, 
considering Me alone to be his supreme goal, who engages in 
the various limbs of bhakti such as sravana and kirtana, who 
is devoid of mundane attachments, and who remains free from 
enmity towards any living being - he alone attains Me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Now in this verse beginning with mat-karma- 
krt, Sri Bhagavan explains the characteristics of His exclusive devotees 
(1 ananya-bhaktas ) to conclude the discussion on bhakti which began 
in Chapter Seven. Sanga-varjitah means ‘devoid of attachment to the 
results and free from poor association’. 

The import of Chapter Eleven is that Arjuna has become firmly 
convinced about the great opulence (maha-aisvarya) of Sri Krsna and 
that he will be victorious in battle. 

Thus ends the bhavanuvada of Srlla Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura’s 
Sararlha-varsinl-tlka (the commentary that gives pleasure 
to the devotees and is accepted by all saintly persons) 
on the Eleventh Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-glta. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In this verse, Sri Krsna is 
explaining the limbs of bhakti that are to be followed by devotees who 
take shelter of exclusive devotion. “Those who become free from all 
mundane attachment and from envy towards all living entities, and 
who engage in My exclusive devotion by performing activities such 
as building temples for Me, cleaning them, offering service to Tulasi- 
devi, and hearing, chanting and remembering hari-kathc I, they alone 
are My bhaktas.” 

Similar statements are made in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.11.38-39): 

mamarca-sthapane sraddha svatah samhatya codyamah 
udyanopamnakrida-pura-mandira-karmani 

sammarjanopalepabhyam seka-mandala-vartanaih 
grha-susrusanam mahyam dasa-vad yad amayayd 

One should faithfully install My deity form in the temples. If one is 
unable to perform this work alone, he should make the endeavour 
with the help of others. He should make flower and fruit gardens, 
cities and temples for Me, as well as places to celebrate My pastime 
festivals. Like a faithful and devoted servant, he should render 
service in the temple without duplicity, clean it, wash it, sprinkle 
it with fragrant water, and perform various services. 

Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana writes, “My devotees are those who 
are mat-paramah, who consider only Me to be the supreme goal and 
who do not aspire for other goals, such as residence in the heavenly 
planets. They are engaged in tasting the nectar of the nine types of 
bhakti, such as the hearing and chanting of My name, form and so 
forth. Those who are sahga-varjita, free from the attachment to the 
results of their actions and free from poor association, and those 
who are nirvaira, free from enmity to all living beings, see that their 
miseries are the result of their own previous activities and feel no 
enmity for those who are inimical towards them. Rather, they feel 
compassion for them. Only such persons attain Me in this form of 
Krsna, not others.” 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura writes in his Vidvat-ranjana com¬ 
mentary, “In this chapter, Sri Krsna’s form ( rupa) has been established 
as the supreme refuge and the ultimate worshipful reality, as compared 
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to the universal form, His form as time and even His form as Lord 
Visnu. Besides the eternal, all-attractive human form of Sri Krsna, 
devotees have no attraction to the other manifestations of Bhagavan. 
This chapter concludes by affirming that the form of Sri Krsna alone 
is the ocean of all nectarean mellows ( akhila-rasamrta-sindhu ) and the 
only abode of supreme sweetness ( parama-madhurya-bhava 

Thus ends the Sarartha-varsini Pmkasika-vrtt i, 
by Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvaml Maharaja, 
on the Eleventh Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-gita. 
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Bhakti-Yoaa 

Yoga Through Pure Devotional Service 


Verse i 

3^hr 3373"— 

Tp? UdddTbl 4 'UrTTFroTT L|4mUr) I 
4 Tfaf ^ 4P#TrFn: II * II 

arjuna uvaca - 

evam satata-yukta ye bhaktas tvam paryupasate 
ye capy aksaram avyaktam tesam ke yoga-vittamah 

arjunah uvaca - Arjuna said; evam - in this way; satata-yuktah - 
continuously fixed in You; ye - who; bhaktah - the devotees; tvam - You; 
paryupasate - worship; ye - who; ca - and; api - also; aksaram - the 
imperishable; avyaktam - unmanifest; tesam - of them; ke - which?; 
yoga-vittamah - the best of those who know yoga. 

Arjuna said: According to Your earlier explanation, there are 
devotees endowed with nistha, who continuously engage in the 
worship of Your Syamasundara form, and there are also those who 
worship the impersonal feature. Of these two, who is superior in 
knowledge of yoga! 

SARARTHA-VARSINi: In this Twelfth Chapter, Sri Bhagavan confirms 
the superiority of all types of devotees over the jhanis. And among the 
devotees, only those who possess qualities such as non-enviousness 
are glorified. 
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When the subject of bhakti was introduced, Arjuna heard that 
those who are endowed with faith and who engage in bhajana to Sri 
Bhagavan, their hearts devoted to Him, are the best among all types 
of yogis. This is the opinion of Sri Bhagavan (Gita 6 . 47). Arjuna heard 
about the supremacy of the devotees in introductory statements such as 
these, and as this section concludes, he inquires further, being desirous 
to hear more about that supremacy. “You explained that satata-yuktah 
means ‘those who are devoted to performing work for You’. Those who 
possess the symptoms You previously described engage in service to 
Your Syamasundara form. Others worship the featureless, imperishable 
brahma, which is described in the Brhad-aranyaka Sruti: ‘O Gargi, the 
brahmanas know this aksara-brahma, or imperishable spirit, as asthula 
(that which is not gross), asiiksma (that which is not subtle), ahrasva 
(that which is not small) and so forth.’ Of these two types of persons 
who know yoga, which is superior? That is, which one is acquainted 
with the better means to know and achieve You?” 

Here, in the original verse, the word yoga-vittamah has been used. 
The word yoga-vittara is generally used to compare two types of 
worshippers, whereas the word yoga-vittamah indicates the superlative 
degree and is used to decide the best of all types of people who perform 
worship. By using vittamah, Arjuna not only compares the two but 
wants to know who the best is. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Of the various types of 
sadhana practised to quickly attain Bhagavan, pure devotion (suddha- 
bhakti ) is the most simple, most easy and most natural to perform. Its 
influence is unfailing. In this chapter, suddha-bhakti is established as 
superior. 

Up to this point, Arjuna has been listening to Bhagavan Sri Krsna’s 
instructions with rapt attention. In the Sixth Chapter, in the verse 
yoginam api sarvesam (6.47), Sri Krsna said that of all yogis - such 
as the karma-yogi, or fruitive worker, the dhyana-yogi, or meditator, 
and the tapa-yogi, or performer of severe austerities - the bhakti-yogi 
is superior. In the Seventh Chapter, in the verse mayy asakta-manah 
(7.1), He said that to take shelter of bhakti-yoga is best. In the Eighth 
Chapter, in the verse prayana-kale manasacalena (8.10), He described 
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the glory of the power of yoga. In the Ninth Chapter, in the verse 
jnana-yajnena capy anye (9.15), He talked about jnana-yoga, and at the 
end of the Eleventh Chapter, in the verse mat-karma-krn mat-paramo 
(11.5 5), He again described the excellence of bhakti-yoga. Having heard 
about these various types of yoga, Arjuna was unable to ascertain 
which is better: to worship the savisesa-svarupa (the personal form) 
of Yasoda-nandana Syamasundara Sri Krsna or to worship brahma, 
which is devoid of energy (nihsaktika), formless ( nirakara ), unmanifest 
( avyakta-svarupa ) and featureless ( nirvisesa ). Which of these two 
types of yogis possesses superior knowledge of yoga ? By saying yoga- 
vittamdh, Arjuna is inquiring who the best of all yogis is. 

Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Arjuna as saying, “O Krsna, from 
all the instructions You have given so far, I have understood that there are 
two types of yogis. One type, bound by exclusive devotion to You ( ananya- 
bhakti), worships You by dedicating all bodily and social activities to You. 
The other type of yogi performs bodily and social activities only according 
to his needs by following the principles of niskama-karma-yoga, and he 
takes shelter of Your imperishable and unmanifest impersonal feature by 
performing yoga related to brahma (adhyatmika-yoga). Of these two types 
of yogis, who is superior?” 


Verse 2 


T-FTl ^ HT 

ST^rr wftfcTRTf ^ drbdHI *TcTT: II ^ II 
srl bhagavan uvaca - 

mayy dvesya mano ye mam nitya-yuktd updsate 
sraddhaya parayopetas te me yuktatama matah 

srl bhagavan uvaca - the all-opulent Lord said; mayi - within Me; 
dvesya - absorbing; manah - minds; ye - who; mam - Me; nitya-yuhtah - 
always connected; updsate - worship; sraddhaya - faith; paraya - with 
transcendental (free from the material modes of nature); upetah - 
engaged; te - those; me - by Me; yuktatamah - the best amongst those 
who know yoga; matah - are considered. 
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Sri Bhagavan said: Those yogis whose faith is transcendental, or 
beyond the three binding influences of material nature, and who, 
fixing their mind on My Syamasundara form, constantly worship 
Me with exclusive devotion, are the best among those conversant 
with the science of yoga. This is My opinion. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan responds to Arjuna’s question in 
the previous verse by saying, “My devotees are the best of yogis who, 
with faith that is free from the influence of the modes of material 
nature, fix their minds on My Syamasundara form, being ever-desirous 
to unite with Me.” As stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.25.27), “Faith 
that focuses upon the self ( dtma ) is in the material mode of goodness, 
sattva-guna' faith that has karma (action) as its focus is in the material 
mode of passion, rajo-guna, and faith that has irreligious activities as 
its focus is in the material mode of ignorance, tamo-guna. But that faith 
that has service to Me as its object and focus is nirguna, completely 
free from the material modes of nature.” The present verse states, “My 
exclusive devotees are yuktatamah, the best of yogis." From this it can 
be concluded that, compared to exclusive devotees, others, such as 
those whose bhakti is mixed with jndna or karma, are only classified 
as being yoga-vittara, those who know yoga. They are not yoga- 
vittamdh, the best of those who know yoga. Thus, bhakti is superior 
to jndna, and within bhakti, ananya-bhakti, or exclusive devotion, is 
supreme. This has been established here. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Bhagavan Sri Krsna was 
greatly pleased to hear Arjuna’s question and said, “I accept as the best 
of yogis only those who constantly worship Me with transcendental 
faith and unalloyed devotion, who fix their minds on My Syamasundara 
form.” In reality the topmost yogis are the unalloyed devotees. The 
yogis whose bhakti is mixed with jndna and karma are a little inferior 
to them. Bhakti-yoga is therefore superior to jnana-yoga because it is 
by bhakti-yoga alone that one performs pure and exclusive devotion. 
The word sraddha mentioned in the original verse means ‘staunch 
faith in the statements of sastra, guru and Bhagavan’. As it is said in Sri 
Caitanya-caritamrta ( Madhya-lila 22.62): 
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krsne bhakti kaile sarva-karma krta haya 


Verses 2—4 


Sraddha is the staunch faith that merely by the performance of 
bhakti to Sri Krsna everything is accomplished. 

Elsewhere it is also said, “ sraddha tv anyopaya-varjam krsnonmukhi 
citta-vrtti-visesah - the tendency of the mind that is directed only 
towards Krsna and that is free from any desire to follow other processes 
is called sraddha.” 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.25.27) describes four types of faith: 

sattviky adhyatmiki sraddha 
karma-sraddha tu rajasi 
tamasy adharmeya sraddha 
mat-sevayam tu nirguna 

Faith in scriptures that deal with the science of the self is in the 
mode of goodness; faith related to fruitive activities is in the mode 
of passion; faith in sinful acts is in the mode of ignorance, and 
faith in service to Me is beyond the modes of material nature. 

Here it should be understood that the word nirguna means 
‘transcendental and beyond material qualities ( aprakrta )’. It does not 
mean ‘bereft of all qualities’. Therefore, a bhakti-yogi endowed with 
faith that is beyond the modes of nature is the best. Bhagavan Sri 
Krsna’s intention is to give this understanding. 

Verses 3-4 

TpFF4f%lTIFT Tfcfr TFTpET: I 
^ TTFlcr TETHclkM TcTT: ll^ll 

ye tv aksaram anirdesyam avyaktam paryupdsate 
sarvatra-gam acintyam ca kutastham acalarh dhruvam 
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sanniyamyendriya-gramarh sarvatra sama-buddhayah 
te prapnuvanti mam eva sarva-bhiita-hite ratah 

ye - those who; tu - but; aksaram - the imperishable spirit; anirdesyam - 
beyond description; avyahtam - without any material form and qualities; 
paryupasate - they worship; sarvatra-gam - all-pervading; acintyam - 
beyond mundane logic; ca - and; kuta-stham - homogeneous, existent in 
all phases of time; acalam - unmoving, without the six symptoms of living 
beings such as growth; dhruvam - eternal; sanniyamya - controlling; 
indriya-gramam - the group of senses; sarvatra - in all situations; sama- 
buddhayah - being equally disposed; te - they; prapnuvanti - obtain; 
mam - Me; eva - certainly; sarva-bhuta - of all living beings; bite - to the 
welfare; ratah - being attached. 

But those who worship My indescribable, unmanifest, all- 
pervading, inconceivable, immutable, eternal and featureless 
brahma-svarupa, while controlling their senses, maintaining 
equal vision in all situations and engaging in activities for the 
welfare of all beings, also attain Me alone. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Those who worship My impersonal feature 
( nirvisesa-brahma-svarupa) are inferior to My devotees.” In order 
to establish this principle, Sri Bhagavan speaks these two verses 
beginning with ye tu. Aksara means that brahma cannot be described 
in words because it is unmanifest, formless ( avyahtam ), all-pervading 
(. sarvatra-ga) and eternal (dhruvam). It is not subject to transformation 
(acalam), but it exists uniformly at all times (kuta-stham). And it 
cannot be comprehended by logic (acintya). The phrase mam eva 
means, “They attain Me alone. In other words, there is no difference 
between that imperishable (aksara) brahma and Me.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sri Bhagavan says, “Those 
who, with controlled senses and equal vision, engage in activities for 
the welfare of all jivas and worship My imperishable, indescribable 
and unmanifest impersonal feature, ultimately attain Me only after 
performing troublesome sadhana.” From the verse brahmano hi 
pratisthaham (Gita 14.27), it is understood that Sri Krsna is the very 
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foundation and shelter of nirvisesa-tattva. Therefore, the worshippers 
of nirvisesa-brahma also indirectly take shelter of Sri Krsna. Sri Krsna is 
the shelter of all worshipable Realities ( upasya-tattva ), and He Himself 
is the supreme worshipable object. Other worshipful tattvas, such as 
Sri Ramacandra, Sri Narayana, Sri Nrsimhadeva and nirvisesa-brahma, 
all depend on Krsna for Their very existence. Those worshippers 
who have taken shelter of the other dependent worshipful Truths are 
certainly also under the shelter of Krsna. All worshipable Realities are 
dependent on krsna-tattva, having Him as Their origin. 

Even so, among the worshipable Realities mentioned here, the first 
three are one in tattva, but from the perspective of rasa, there is a 
gradation. Similarly, there is also a gradation among the worshippers 
who have taken shelter of these subordinate Realities. Brahma is the 
effulgence of Sri Krsna’s limbs, an incomplete manifestation of Krsna’s 
aspect of knowledge ( cid-amsa ). Therefore, those who achieve nirvisesa- 
brahma, or impersonal liberation, are indirectly taking shelter of Sri 
Krsna alone. They do not, however, experience the bliss of serving 
Him with love. For this reason, even if Sri Krsna offers His devotees 
the various types of liberation, such as merging with Him ( sayujya ), 
they do not accept them. This is stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.29.13): 

salokya-sarsti-samipya-sarupyaikatvam apy uta 
diyamanam na grhnanti vina mat-sevanam janah 

Without service to Me, My devotees will not accept the forms of 
liberation known as salokya (living on the same planet as the Lord), 
sarsti (having similar opulence to the Lord’s), samvpya (always being 
near to the Lord) and sarupya (having a similar form as the Lord) - 
what to speak of merging with Him in impersonal liberation - even 
if they are offered to them. 

Some consider worship of the unmanifest Reality to be superior to 
the worshipping the form of Syamasundara Sri Krsna, who is composed 
of eternality, knowledge and bliss. However, Bhagavan Sri Krsna is 
personally explaining very clearly the superiority of His exclusive 
devotees over those who worship the formless nirvisesa-brahma. 
Furthermore, some persons think, “How can worship of brahma not be 
superior, since it is full of difficulty and perfected over a long period of 
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time?” They consider that of the two types of brahma - one with features 
(.saguna) and one without features ( nirguna) - nirguna-nirakara-brahma 
is the original and superior tattva. They think that common people are 
unable to perform worship of nirguna-brahma because it is troublesome, 
whereas the worship of the personal saguna-brahma is easily performed; 
anyone can do it. 

ft is necessary to understand that these conceptions are completely 
erroneous. Krsna alone is the original tattva. Brahma-tattva is dependent 
on Him and is simply the effulgence of His bodily limbs. In the Gita 
(15.18), Sri Krsna Himself has declared that as the Supreme Personality 
Himself, He is superior to aksara (the fallible) and kutastha (the infallible). 

Sri Baladeva Vidyabhusana and other commentators on the Gita 
explain aksara-svarupa (the imperishable entity) to me a nji va-s v arup a 
(the individual soul). Sri Ramanujacarya also explains it to mean ‘the 
individual soul’, but uses the expression pratyag-atma (literally, ‘each 
soul’). 

The Supreme Person, Parabrahma, has been clearly described as 
different from aksara-svarupa and kutastha. In this regard, one should 
refer to the Gita (15.16-17), “ kuta-stho ’ksara ucyate - the immutable 
person ( kuta-stha ) is called aksara (infallible)” and U uttamah purusas 
tv anyah - there is another transcendental personality.” 

Moreover, worshippers of brahma, infinite spirit, also consider the 
jlva alone to be brahma: “jtvo brahmaiva naparah - the jlva is none 
other than brahma”. They say that when the ignorance of the jlva is 
dispelled, the brahma-jnanl becomes brahma. It is not stated in any 
scripture that the jtva, even if he reaches the stage of brahma, attains 
the nature of Parabrahma, the Supreme Spirit. Sri Krsna alone is 
Parabrahma. This has been established in various statements in Sruti 
and Smrti. In the Vedanta, also, it is stated that the living entity never 
attains the stage of Parabrahma. 

One should always keep in mind that the attributes of Bhagavan 
described in scripture, such as His possessing qualities (saguna), a form 
(sakdra) and complete uniqueness (savisesa) are transcendental and 
fully conscious. Therefore, Sri Bhagavan is simultaneously both with 
features (saguna) and without material features (nirguna). Saguna and 
nirguna are not two separate tattvas but two aspects of the same tattva. 
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Verse 5 

3T^frPT % TTfcTc^ ^c|fe<c||Uj^ nmi 

kleso ’dhikataras tesam avyaktasakta-cetasam 
avyaktd hi gatir duhkham dehavadbhir avapyate 

klesah - trouble; adhikatarah - more; tesam - for those; avyakta-asakta - are 
attached to the impersonal, unmanifest feature; cetasam - whose minds; 
avyaktd - the unmanifest; hi - because; gatih - state; duhkham - with 
difficulty; dehavadbhih - by those who are embodied; avapyate - is obtained. 

Those whose minds are attached to the impersonal feature 
experience great difficulty, because for those who identify the 
body with the self, it is difficult to develop steadiness in something 
that is not manifest. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “How, then, are th ejhanls inferior?” In response 
to Arjuna’s question, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with 
kleso ’dhikataras tesam. “Those who desire to experience the unmanifest 
brahma (infinite spirit) must undergo extreme difficulty to attain it. 
It is troublesome for the jtvci to try to perceive something that has no 
manifest existence. The senses are only able to gain knowledge from 
that which has attributes pertaining to the respective senses, such as 
sound. They are unable to attain knowledge of that which is devoid of 
qualities, or attributes.” 

It is essential for those who desire nirvisesa-jhana, knowledge of 
the impersonal aspect of the Absolute, to control the senses, but to do 
so is as difficult as suppressing the flow of a river. As Sanat Kurnara 
says to Prthu Maharaja in Srimad-Bhagavatam (4.22.39), “The devotees 
can easily cut the knot of the heart, which consists of fruitive desires, 
by remembering with devotion the effulgence of the petal-like toes 
of the lotus feet of Bhagavan. The yogis, however, who are bereft of 
bhakti, are not able to cut the knot of the heart as devotees can, even 
though they are free from any mundane enjoying propensity and can 
control their senses. Therefore, give up the separate endeavour to 

651 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Srimad Bhagavad-gita 


Chapter 12 


control the senses, etc., and engage in the worship of Sri Vasudeva. 
Those who practise yoga and other processes, desiring to cross this 
ocean of material existence, which is filled with the crocodiles of the 
senses, must face extreme difficulties if they fail to take shelter of 
Bhagavan. Therefore, O King, you should also accept the lotus feet 
of the most worshipable Bhagavan as the boat in which to cross this 
insurmountable ocean that is full of obstacles.” 

Even if, after much trouble, one achieves nirvisesa-brahma , the feature¬ 
less aspect of Absolute Spirit, it happens only with the help of bhakti. 
Without bhakti to Bhagavan, the worshipper of the impersonal brahma 
not only undergoes misery but also fails to attain brahma. As Lord 
Brahma said, “The only gain of a person who beats an emptied husk of 
rice is the trouble he takes to beat it” ( Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.14.4). 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Worshippers of nirvisesa- 
brahma face misery, both during practice (sadhana) and in perfection 
(.siddha ). No method of practice can give perfection without the help of 
bhakti. By taking support of bhakti as a secondary process, those who 
worship the featureless aspect of the Absolute strive for knowledge of 
spirit, or brahma-jnana. In turn, Bhakti-devi awards them the secondary 
result of bhakti - brahma-jnana - and then disappears. Such persons 
thus remain bereft of relishing the supremely beneficial name, form, 
pastimes and qualities of Sri Krsna. They eternally submerge themselves 
in an ocean of great misery in the form of sayujya-mukti. This is self¬ 
destructive. For this reason Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.14.4) states: 

sreyah-srtim bhaktim udasya te vibho 
klisyanti ye kevala-bodha-labdhaye 
tesam asau klesala eva sisyate 

nanyad yatha stMla-tusavaghatinam 

My dear Lord, worship of You is the best path to realize the self. 
One who gives it up to cultivate speculative knowledge will simply 
undergo a troublesome process and will not achieve one’s desired 
ends. As one who beats an empty husk of wheat cannot get grain, 
one who simply speculates cannot achieve self-realization. His only 
gain is trouble. 
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For the nirvisesa-jnanls, the stages of both practice ( sadhana ) and 
perfection ( sadhya ) are described as troublesome. On the other hand, 
bhakti is supremely pleasurable and auspicious in both practice and 
perfection. Srimad-Bhagavatam (4.22.39) states: 

yat-pada-pankaja-paldsa-vildsa-bhaktya 

karmasayam grathitam udgrathayanti santah 
tadvan na rikta-matayo yatayo ’pi ruddha- 
sroto-ganas tam aranam bhaja vasudevam 

Devotees of Sri Bhagavan, who remain perpetually engaged in 
serving the toes of His lotus feet, can eliminate with ease the strong 
knot of yearning to enjoy the fruits of one’s prescribed duties. This 
task cannot be performed by those who are not devoted to Him, 
such as jnanis and yogis, despite their attempt to put an end to 
the swelling waves of sense enjoyment. You are thus advised to 
perform bhajana of Sri Krsna, the son of Vasudeva. 

And furthermore, in 12.4.40: 

samsara-sindhum ati-dustaram uttitirsor 
nanyah plavo bhagavatah purusottamasya 
lila-katha-rasa-nisevanam antarena 

pumso bhaved vividha-duhkha-davarditasya 

For those who are being scorched in the forest fire of material 
existence, which generates various types of miseries, and who 
desire to cross over the insurmountable ocean of material nescience, 
there is no other boat than serving the nectarean narrations of the 
pastimes of Bhagavan Sri Hari. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura says, “The difference between a jnani- 
yogi and a bhakti-yogi is that in the stage of practice, a bhakti-yogi 
can easily cultivate the process to achieve the supreme objective, 
Sri Bhagavan, and at the appropriate time, he attains the stage of 
perfection without fear. On the other hand, in the course of the jnani- 
yogi’s practice, he becomes fixed in the unmanifest reality and has to 
suffer the trouble of practising a conception based on negating what he 
perceives. This process of negation requires one to think in a way that is 
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opposed to the natural aptitude to love, so it is a cause of unhappiness 
for the living entity. In this process, the stage of perfection is also not 
free from fear, because the eternal svarupa of Bhagavan is not realized 
before the stage of practice is complete. Therefore, for the jnana-yogl, 
even his supreme destination is miserable. 

“The jtva is an eternal conscious entity. If the jiva becomes merged in 
the unmanifest state, then his constitutional nature, which he should 
accept, is destroyed. Because he has identified himself with brahma, he 
has cultivated deep impressions by which he considers himself to be the 
Supreme. Once he has arrived at this imperfect understanding of his real 
nature, it is difficult for him to give up this conditioned consciousness. 

“For the embodied living entity, embarking upon meditation on the 
unmanifest only results in misery, both at the time of practice and upon 
attaining the goal. In reality, the living entity is conscious by nature 
and has a spiritual body. Therefore, this unmanifest, or impersonal, 
meditation is contrary to the living entity’s own eternal form and is 
simply a source of misery. Bhakti-yoga alone is the source of eternal 
auspiciousness for the jlva. Jnana-yoga , when bereft of bhakti and 
practised independently, always becomes a source of inauspiciousness. 
Therefore, adhyatma-yoga, the process of self-realization that is 
performed by worshipping the formless, immutable and all-pervading 
nirvisesa-svarupa, is not at all praiseworthy.” 

Verses 6-7 

^ H rfl cbJ-|f[u| Trfq- TR7FT TTcqn: I 

Tff ^TFFtT 116,11 

TfaFTS TPpTcTf ^rdkkkTIHklrn 
■kcfl^T H livsll 

ye tu sarvani karmani mayi sannyasya mat-par all 
ananyenaiva yogena mam dhyayanta upasate 

tesam aham samuddharta mrtyu-samsdra-sagardt 
bhavami na cirdt partha mayy avesita-cetasam 
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ye - whoever; tu - but; sarvani - all; karmani - activities; mayi - unto 
Me; sannyasya - renouncing; mat-pamh - dedicated to achieve Me; 
ananyena - unwavering; eva - certainly; yogena - connection; mam - 
Me; dhyayantah - meditate on; upasate - worship; tesam - for those; 
aham - I; samuddharta - the deliverer; mrtyu-samsara - death and rebirth; 
sagarat - from the ocean; bhavami - become; na cirat - before long; partha - 
O Partha; mayi - in Me; avesita-cetasam - whose minds are absorbed. 

But to those who dedicate all their actions to Me in order to attain 
Me, O Partha, absorbing themselves exclusively in worship of 
Me with unalloyed devotion, I award swift deliverance from the 
ocean of birth and death. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan says, “Simply by bhakti alone, 
without jiidna, My devotees are blissfully freed from material 
existence.” Here, the word sannyasa means ‘to renounce’. “Whoever 
gives up all prescribed duties to attain Me, disregarding fruitive 
activities, empiric knowledge, austerities and other processes, and who 
engages in worship of Me with exclusive devotion, is easily and happily 
freed from the material world.” As it is said in Srimad-Bhagavatam 
(11.20.32-33), “Whatever result one achieves by the performance of 
fruitive activities, austerities, empiric knowledge and renunciation, 
and also whatever My devotee may desire, be it the heavenly planets, 
liberation or even residence in My abode, can all be easily attained by 
performance of My bhakti-yoga.” 

It is also said in the Narayaniya-moksa-dharma, “The fruits one 
receives by performing sadhana to attain the four human goals of life 
are attained by a person who has taken refuge in Sri Narayana without 
performing any extraneous endeavour.” 

“If one asks, ‘By which sadhana do they cross over this material 
world?’ then listen. This question is improper in itself, because I 
personally deliver them, even if they do not perform any sadhana.” 
From this statement it is understood that Bhagavan exhibits His 
affection ( vatsalya-bhava) only to His devotees and not to the jnanis. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the previous two verses, 
Sri Bhagavan is explaining the glories of exclusive devotion to Him 
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(ananya-bhakti) and the glories of His exclusive devotee ( ananya- 
bhakta). By performing this one-pointed devotion and by receiving the 
mercy of Bhagavan, an unalloyed devotee can very easily cross over 
the ocean of material existence and attain supremely blissful loving 
service to Sri Bhagavan. 

Krsna Himself is the shelter, or foundation, of the impersonal 
feature of brahma. This Sri Krsna, Svayam Bhagavan - that form of 
Godhead who has no source other than Himself - is also the source 
of Paramatma and all divine incarnations ( avataras ). A devotee who 
knows this reality takes shelter of exclusive, one-pointed devotion 
in the association of devotees. He does not have to undergo the 
difficulties experienced by those who worship the featureless and 
formless brahma, as described above, in either the stages of practice 
or perfection. In a short time, he easily attains service to Sri Bhagavan 
that is filled with prema. 

In introducing the devotees who take shelter of such exclusive pure 
devotion, Sri Bhagavan says, “Such one-pointed devotees consider their 
prescribed duties of varna and asrama to be obstacles to bhakti and 
completely give them up. They consider loving service to Me to be the 
one and only goal worth attaining, and with exclusive devotion they 
engage in worshipping Me by hearing, chanting and remembering My 
names, forms, qualities and pastimes. Even during the sadhana stage, 
while performing sravana (hearing), kirtana (chanting) and so forth, 
they become absorbed in Me. I very quickly deliver such devotees, 
whose hearts are attached to Me and who are fully absorbed in Me, 
from this ocean of material existence, which is very difficult to cross. 
They need notbe in anxiety about traversing it, like the jhanls and yogis 
are. Furthermore, they are unable to tolerate any delay in achieving 
Me. Placing them on the back of My carrier Garuda, I quickly carry 
them to My abode. They do not attain mukti gradually, through the 
paths of arci (light) and so forth, as followed by jhanls and yogis. By 
My own will, I free them from this illusory world, bring them to My 
abode, and engage them in prema- filled devotional service to Me.” 

Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “I very 
quickly deliver they who take shelter of My personal feature from the 
ocean of material existence, characterized by birth and death. Such 
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persons make all bodily and social activities completely subordinate 
to My bhakti, and they always meditate upon Me. By the process of 
exclusive devotion to Me, they worship My eternal, beautiful human¬ 
like form of Krsna. In this way, their hearts become completely 
absorbed in Me. In other words, in their conditioned state, 1 give 
them liberation from the bondage of this illusory material existence. 
After their bondage to maya has been cut, 1 protect them from the 
death of thinking that they are non-different from Me. This self¬ 
destructive conception of oneness is the cause of inauspiciousness 
for those who are attached to the unmanifest. My vow is ye yatha 
mam prapadyante tarns tathaiva bhajamy aham (Gita 4.11). From this 
it is understood that those who meditate on the unmanifest ( avyakta) 
merge with My avyakta-svarupa. Where is My loss in this? Having 
attained such a destination, the importance, or utility, of the jlva’s 
intrinsic form is withdrawn, or destroyed.” 

Verse 8 

TT^T TFT 34PTPFT qfa FT^T^PT I 

PhRimRi H TTS’FT: II £ II 

mayy eva mana adhatsva mayi buddhim nivesaya 
nivasisyasi mayy eva ata urddhvam na samsayah 

mayi - on Me (in the form of Syamasundara); eva - only; manah - mind; 
adhatsva - fix (or remember); mayi - in Me; buddhim - intelligence; 
nivesaya - offer, or repose; nivasisyasi - you shall reside; mayi - near Me; 
eva - certainly; atah urddhvam - thus at the last moment of quitting the 
body; na samsayah - there is no doubt at all. 

Fix your mind exclusively on My Syamasundara form and offer 
your intelligence to Me. Thus, upon leaving your body, you shall 
certainly come to reside with Me. Of this there is no doubt. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Since My bhakti is the topmost process, you 
should perform bhakti only.” To instruct Arjuna in this way, Sri Bhagavan 
is speaking three verses, beginning here with mayy eva. By use of the 


657 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Srimad Bhagavad-gita 


Chapter 12 


word eva, worship of the nirvisesa-svarupa has been prohibited. Sri 
Bhagavan says mayi, meaning ‘upon Me’. “You should fix your mind 
exclusively on My Syamasundara form, which is decorated with yellow 
garments and a beautiful garland of forest flowers. In other words, 
remember Me and engage your discriminating intelligence in Me; that 
is, think only of Me. This thinking should be in accordance with the 
statements of scriptures that establish dhyana (meditation). You will 
then come to live near Me only, who am described in the Vedas.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Here in these few verses, Sri 
Krsna is explaining the practices adopted by His exclusive devotees. First, 
He said to Arjuna, “O Arjuna, I quickly deliver from the ocean of birth 
and death, My exclusive devotee who is dedicated to Me and who has 
given up varnasrama-dharma, and I bestow upon him loving devotional 
service to Me. Therefore, you should fix your mind exclusively on Me, 
Parabrahma, the Supreme Transcendental Reality. Remove all desires for 
sense gratification from your heart and absorb your heart in remembering 
Me alone.” The mind has the tendencies to accept (sankalpa) and reject 
(vikalpa). Therefore, to fix it on anything related to Bhagavan, it is necessary 
to surrender one’s intelligence to Him, after disengaging the mind from 
all sense objects. Upon acquiring knowledge of Bhagavan’s svarupa with 
one’s resolute intelligence, know Him alone to be the supreme worshipable 
Reality. Direct the functions of the pure intelligence toward Him by 
performing practices such as hearing ( sravanam ), chanting ( klrtanam ) and 
remembering ( smaranam ). This will bring the mind under the control of 
such resolute intelligence and one will automatically become absorbed in 
thoughts of Him. In such a state, you will always be close to Him. 

Therefore, by making Arjuna His instrument, Sri Bhagavan is 
instructing all of us that bhakti alone is the best sadhana (practice) and 
the best sadhya (goal). Thus it is our one and only duty to constantly 
remember the eternal form of Syamasundara by fixing our mind on 
Him and surrendering our intelligence exclusively to Him. When this 
is done, one will attain the highest fruit of sadhana-bhakti: becoming 
His associate and attaining unalloyed prema. There is no doubt about 
this. Thus it is explained that the attainment of bhakti-yoga and the 
destination achieved by its practitioners are superior to all others. 
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Verse 9 


3TST f%RT TPTT^TTrf H W#T Hfa ft^RTTI 



II ^11 


atha cittam samadhatum na saknosi mayi sthiram 
abhyasa-yogena tato mam icchaptum dhananjaya 


atha - and if; cittam - the mind; samadhatum - to fix; na saknosi - you 
are unable; mayi - on Me; sthiram - steadily; abhyasa-yogena - through 
the practice of yoga', tatah - then; mam - Me; iccha - intense eagerness; 
aptum - to attain; dhananjaya - O winner of wealth (Arjuna). 

O Dhananjaya, if you are unable to fix your mind steadily on Me, 
then develop an eagerness to attain Me by practice ( abhydsa-yoga ). 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: For those who cannot directly remember Him, 
Sri Bhagavan explains the means whereby such remembrance can 
be achieved. He says, “By repeatedly controlling the mind, which 
darts from one place to another, one should practise concentrating 
it exclusively on My form. This is yoga. One should gradually fix the 
mind’s course on My most beautiful form, qualities and so forth by 
the practice of completely checking the mind, which flows like a river 
towards abominable mundane sense objects such as form and taste.” 

The present verse emphasizes the word Dhananjaya. Just as Arjuna 
has accumulated great dhana (wealth) by conquering many enemies, 
in the same way, he is also able to achieve the wealth of dhyana 
(meditation on Bhagavan) by conquering and controlling his mind. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the previous verse, Sri 
Bhagavan instructed everyone to become one-pointed in devotion to 
Him by fixing the mind and intelligence on Him. Thus the following 
question may be raised: just as the Gahga flows towards the ocean, 
those whose mind is always running with great speed towards Sri 
Bhagavan can very quickly attain Him; of this there is no doubt. By 
what means, however, can Bhagavan be achieved by those who are 
not strongly inclined to Him? In response, Sri Bhagavan has given a 
second option. “Those who are unable to firmly and steadily fix their 
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mind on Me by the previously stated means should try to achieve Me 
by practice, or abhyasa-yoga. This means that they should try to fix 
the mind on Me by gradually curbing the tendency of the mind to be 
attracted to various sense objects. Such endeavour is called abhyasa- 
yoga. By this the mind slowly becomes attached to Me, after which it 
becomes easy to attain Me.” 

Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “That 
previously mentioned pure love, which is free from all motivation, is 
the eternal function of a mind devoted to Me. To achieve this requires 
constant practice. If you are unable to steadily fix your mind on Me, 
then it is better for you to engage in abhyasa-yoga.” 

Verse 10 

"ITT I 

abhyase ’py asamartho ’si mat-karma-paramo bhava 
mad-artham api karmani kurvan siddhim avapsyasi 

abhyase - to perform (even) the practice of sadhana-bhakti ; api - if, 
however; asamarthah - unable; asi - you are; mat-karma - to activities 
related to Me; paramah - devoted; bhava - just be; mad-artham - for 
My sake; api - also; karmani - activities; kurvan - through performing; 
siddhim - perfection; avapsyasi - you will obtain. 

If you are unable to engage in this practice, then just devote 
yourself to those activities that are intrinsically related with Me, 
because by performing activities such as sravana and kirtana for 
My pleasure, you will certainly attain perfection. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “O Arjuna, just as a person whose tongue is 
affected by jaundice does not desire to taste sugar candy, in the same 
way, a mind that is polluted by ignorance does not accept the sweetness 
of My form. Consequently, if you think that you are unable to engage 
in this constant practice because you cannot fight with this very 
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powerful, formidable mind, then listen. By performing virtuous and 
blessed activities for My pleasure, such as hearing and chanting about 
My pastimes, praying, worshipping, cleaning My temple, watering 
TulasT, collecting flowers and performing various other services, you 
will achieve perfection and become My loving associate, even without 
remembering Me.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the previous verse, Sri 
Krsna instructed Arjuna to adopt abhyasa-yoga , the practice of fixing 
the mind on Bhagavan. But with great humility, Arjuna said, “O 
Prabhu, because the mind is more flickering than the wind and very 
difficult to control, I will not have the strength to restrict it from sense 
objects by abhyasa-yoga. I have previously submitted the same opinion 
at Your lotus feet (in the verse: cancalam hi manah krsna pramdthi 
balavad drdham , Gita 6 . 34). Therefore, what shall I do?” 

Smiling, Sri Krsna gave a third option. “If a person is not even able 
to engage in abhyasa-yoga, then he should perform activities that are 
favourable to bhakti.” 

There are many ways to serve Sri Bhagavan, all of which require very 
little effort: building, maintaining and cleaning His temple, making a 
flower garden for His deity, caring for TulasT, etc. Such activities easily 
bring the mind under control and fix it in meditating on activities 
related to Bhagavan. Then, by practising the limbs of suddha-bhakti 
such as sravanam, kirtanam and smaranam under the guidance of pure 
Vaisnavas, one gradually attains the perfection of service to Bhagavan. 
In this regard, it is said in Srimad-Bhagavatam (n.11.34): 

mal-linga-mad-bhakta-jana-darsana-sparsanarcanam 
paricarya stutih prahva-guna-karmanukirtanam 

O Uddhava, a sadhaka gradually attains the fruit of pure love 
for Bhagavan, which is to become My associate. This is achieved 
by engaging with great faith in activities such as looking upon, 
touching, worshipping, serving, glorifying and paying obeisances 
to My deity form and My devotees, and always chanting about 
their qualities and activities. 
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Verse ii 



UcfcbiforlrMHI rT?T: ^ ^RTTcRclFT || 5>s> || 

athaitad apy asakto ’si karttum mad-yogam asritah 
sarva-kurma-phala- tyagam tatah kuru yatatmavan 

atha - yet; etat - this; api - though; asaktah - unable; asi - you are; karttum - 
perform; mat-yogam - the process of connection with Me (in the form of 
offering all activities to Me); asritah - taking shelter; sarva-karma - all 
your activities; phala-tyagam - renunciation of the fruits; tatah - then; 
kuru - perform; yata-atmavan - with a controlled mind. 

If, however, you are unable to perform this abhydsa-yoga, then 
take shelter of the yoga of offering all your works to Me, and with 
a controlled mind renounce the results of all your actions. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan says, “If you are unable to do this, 
then take shelter of My bhakti-yoga and renounce the results of your 
actions by offering them to Me” [as described in the first six chapters]. 
The first six chapters explain niskama-karma-yoga, selflessly performed 
activities offered to Bhagavan, as the means to attain liberation. The 
second six chapters describe bhakti-yoga as the means to attain Bhagavan. 
This bhakti-yoga is of two types: (1) the actions of the internal senses that 
are steadily fixed on Bhagavan, and (2) the activities of the external senses. 

The first type of bhakti-yoga is further divided into three stages: 
(1) remembrance ( smarana ), (2) meditation ( manana ) and (3) regulated 
practice (abhyasa), which is for those who are unable to constantly 
perform smarana but who are attached to attaining such a stage. 
These three practices are indeed very difficult for those who are less 
intelligent, but they are easy for those who are free from offences and 
devoted to pure intelligence. 

The second type of bhakti-yoga, however, which engages the activities 
of the external senses in hearing, chanting and so forth, is an easy 
method for everyone. Those who are engaged in either type of bhakti- 
yoga are superior to all others. This is described in the second six 
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chapters of Bhagavad-gita. Those who are unable to perform either of 
these and who cannot worship Sri Bhagavan faithfully by controlling 
their senses and minds are qualified to perform niskama-karma-yoga 
offered to Bhagavan, as described in the first six chapters. They are 
inferior to the above two types of bhakti-yogis. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the previous verse, with 
the statement mat-karma-paramo bhava, Sri Krsna gave instructions to 
clean His temple, water Tulasi and flower gardens, and perform other 
such services. Upon hearing this, Arjuna wondered what someone 
should do who considers these services to Bhagavan, which are 
simple, easy and happily performed, to be insignificant. They could 
also be unwilling to perform them on account of having taken birth 
in a high-class family or holding a respected position in society. In 
the present verse, Bhagavan Sri Krsna, understanding Arjuna’s mind, 
gives a fourth option. “If one is unable to perform such simple services 
for Sri Bhagavan, then it is appropriate that he adopt the process of 
bhagavad-arpita niskama-karma-yoga, selflessly performing one’s 
prescribed duties and offering them to Bhagavan.” 

It is not appropriate, however, to avoid services such as cleaning the 
temple because of one’s material false ego. Although King Ambarisa 
was the lord of the Earth’s seven islands, he constantly remained 
engaged in the service of Sri Bhagavan by cleaning His temple with 
his own hands and performing other services. According to Sri 
Caitanya-caritamrta, King Prataparudra would sweep in front of 
Sri Jagannatha-deva’s chariot during the famous Ratha-yatra festival 
in Jagannatha Puri. Upon seeing such a service attitude, Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu became very pleased with him. Therefore, according to 
the instructions of our worshipful disciplic succession, to perform 
even an insignificant service to Sri Bhagavan creates auspiciousness 
for us. To consider oneself superior because of material false ego and to 
think services such as cleaning the temple to be insignificant causes a 
person to fall from his endeavour in attaining the transcendental goal. 

If, because of such a superiority complex, someone is unable to 
engage in service as instructed by Bhagavan, then for him the most 
compassionate Bhagavan Sri Krsna is giving another option. He should 
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perform his prescribed duties according to varnasrama-dharma, with¬ 
out desiring to enjoy the fruits of his action, and he should offer the 
results to Bhagavan. 

Sri Bhagavan has given four sequential options in descending order 
for persons possessing four types of qualification: 

(1) Fixing one’s mind on the form (svarupa) of Bhagavan, one should 
try to achieve prema through the process of hearing, chanting and 
remembering the names, forms and qualities of Bhagavan. This is 
the path of spontaneous attachment, raganuga-bhakti. 

(2) For those who are unable to absorb the mind in Bhagavan through 
the path of raganuga-bhakti, it is better to take shelter of repeated 
practice ( abhyasa-yoga ) by following the path of devotion according 
to Vedic regulations (vaidhi-bhakti). 

(3) For those who are even unable to perform this repeated practice 
in the form of vaidhi-bhakti, it is necessary to become devoted to 
performing work (service) for Bhagavan. In this way, while being 
devoted to working for Bhagavan, they will gradually attain 
perfection in abhyasa-yoga, and eventually their minds will become 
fixed at the lotus feet of Sri Bhagavan. 

(4) For those who are even unable to perform karma (action) in service 
to Sri Bhagavan, it is better to surrender to Flim and simply perform 
karma as prescribed in the Vedas, without being attached to the 
fruits. 

As a result of such actions, one will gradually attain the path leading to 
exclusive, uninterrupted, transcendental devotion ( para-bhakti ), which 
imparts knowledge of one’s own svarupa and the svarupa of Bhagavan. 

Verse 12 

I^TT<^T4vF^^T : qTril=^TP Tr^T5TT^FTT^FTTII ^ ^ II 

sreyo hi jhanam abhyasaj jhanad dhyanam visisyate 
dhycindt karma-phula-tydgas tyagac chantir anantaram 

sreyah-better; hi-because; jrianam - transcendental knowledge; a Wryasat- 
than regulated practice; jnanat - than knowledge; dhyanam - remembrance 
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of Me; visisyate - better; dhyanat - than remembrance; karma-phala- 
tyagah -renunciation of the fruits of action is better; tyagat - such 
renunciation; santih - cessation (of the search of the senses for any object 
other than Me); anantaram - after. 

Better than sadhana, devotional service in practice, is the 
attainment of transcendental knowledge ( jnana ), for such 
knowledge gives rise to meditation upon Me ( dhyana ). This leads 
to incessant contemplation of Me performed in accordance with 
scriptural injunctions (manana). Through such remembrance, a 
person easily abandons all attachment to the fruits of his actions, 
such as the delights of heaven and liberation from repeated birth 
and death. After such renunciation, one achieves peace of mind. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Now, while explaining the successive superiority 
of regulated practice (abhyasa), contemplation ( manana) and finally 
remembrance ( smarana), Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with 
sreyah. ‘Jridna means to absorb your intelligence in Me, because such 
contemplation of Me is superior to regulated practice.” In the stage of 
regulated practice, meditation is achieved, but there are obstacles, so it 
requires great endeavour and is troublesome. But when one reaches the 
stage of contemplation (manana), meditation becomes easy. 

Superior to jnana, however, is meditation (dhyana). If one asks why, 
the answer is that meditation leads to the renunciation of the desire 
to enjoy the fruits of actions, such as the pleasures of the heavenly 
planets and the attainment of liberation, which is the result of selflessly 
performed prescribed duty (niskama-karma). Even if these results become 
available of their own accord, one neglects them. It has been observed 
that a person may not have achieved stability in meditation, and rati 
(bhava) may not have awakened in his heart, but still he desires to give up 
liberation. However, those who have attained steadiness in meditation do 
not even have the desire to give up liberation, they disregard it naturally. 
Only bhakti of this type is called moksa-laghuta-kdrini - that which derides 
even moksa. It has been described in Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu (1.17), in the 
verse beginning with the four words klesa-ghni subha-da, “Devotional 
service destroys miseries and bestows auspiciousness.” 
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It is also said in Snmad-Bhagavatam (11.14.14): 

na paramesthyam na mahendra-dhisnyam 
na sarvabhaumam na rasadhipatyam 
na yoga-siddhlr apunar-bhavam va 
mayy arpitatmecchati mad vinanyat 

Those who have surrendered their hearts to Me do not desire the 
positions of Brahma or Indra, sovereignty over the whole Earth, 
the kingdom of the lower planets, mystic perfections such as 
anima, or even the state of liberation. They desire nothing but Me. 

Here, the phrase mayy arpitatmecchati means ‘to be steadfast in 
meditation upon Me’. 

The word tyagat in the present Gita verse means ‘a person becomes 
peaceful only when he is free from material desires. This means that 
besides being attracted to My form, qualities and so on, one’s senses 
become detached from all other sense objects’. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Within these three types of 
bhakti - namely, remembrance ( smarana ), contemplation ( manana ) and 
repeated practice ( abhyasa) - knowledge in the form of placing one’s 
intelligence in Sri Bhagavan ( manana) is superior to practice (abhyasa). 

Superior to knowledge in the form of contemplation ( jnana) is 
meditation ( dhyana ), which is characterized by constant remembrance 
(smarana). This is because in that knowledge, which is characterized by 
contemplation, meditation is only achieved with great endeavour and 
trouble. But when one attains perfection in contemplation, then it is easy 
to attain the stage of meditation in the form of constant remembrance. 
When one becomes perfect in meditation, his desires for the pleasures 
of liberation and the heavenly planets are dispelled, after which the 
mind becomes attached to the form, qualities, etc., of Bhagavan. In 
such a state, one becomes detached from all other sense objects, and 
thus one naturally attains peace. But if one has not attained perfection 
in meditation, then such a sadhaka, who is also unable to practise 
meditation, should engage in selflessly performing one’s prescribed 
duties and offering them to Bhagavan. This will gradually lead one to 
perform bhakti to Bhagavan with a peaceful mind. 
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Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “O Arjuna, 
sadhana-bhakti is the only means to attain unalloyed prema. This bhakti- 
yoga is of two types: (1) the activities of the internal sense, the mind 
that is fixed on Bhagavan; and (2) the activities of the external senses. 
The activities of the internal sense are of three types: remembrance 
(smarana), contemplation ( manana ) and repeated practice (abhyasa). But 
for less intelligent people, these three types of activities are very difficult 
to perform. The second type of bhakti, the actions of the external senses 
in the form of hearing and chanting, is easily performed by everyone. 
Therefore, manana, intelligence related to Me, is the best form of jnana, 
and it is better than repeated practice (abhyasa). 

“Here, jnana does not refer to jnana-yoga. During the stage of 
constant practice, one performs meditation with endeavour, but when 
one achieves the result of that practice, which is contemplation, then 
meditation is easily performed. Meditation is superior to mere jnana, 
because when it becomes stable, one becomes free from the desire to 
enjoy the pleasures of the heavenly planets or the happiness of liberation. 
When both of these desires are dispelled, one achieves peace in the 
form of detachment from all sense objects, but one does not become 
detached from My transcendental name, form, qualities, etc.” 

Verses 13-14 

33t^T Tf^HclFTf T*=T xfl 

Pk^-K: II s>3 II 

TTcTrT ddlrHI I 

TT ^ fiPT: II s^ll 

advesta sarva-bhutanam maitrah karuna eva ca 
nirmamo nirahankarah sama-duhkhasukhah ksami 

santustah satatam yogi yatatma drdha-niscayah 
mayy arpita-mano-buddhir yo mad-bhaktah sa me priyah 

advesta - non-envious; sarva-bhutanam - towards all living beings; maitrah - 
has friendship for the devotees; karunah eva ca - and merciful (to the spiritually 
impoverished); nirmamah - free from feelings of possessiveness (towards 
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children, relatives, etc.); nir-aham-karah - free from false egoism (in relation 
to the body); sama-duhkha-sukhah - even-minded in happiness and distress 
(considering them the fruits of past actions, prarabdha-karma); ksaml - 
tolerant; santustah - fully satisfied; satatam - always; yogi - who is linked- 
up in bhakti-yoga; yata-atma - sense-controlled; drdha-nlscayah - firmly 
determined (to exclusive devotional service); mayi - to Me; arpita - offered; 
mano-buddhih - mind and intelligence (remembering and contemplating); 
yah - who; mat-bhaktah - My devotee; sah - he; me - to Me; priyah - dear. 

My devotee, who is non-envious, compassionate and friendly 
toward all living beings, free from feelings of possessiveness for 
sons and family members, devoid of false ego and even-minded 
in both happiness and distress, who is forgiving, ever-content, 
endowed with bhakti-yoga, in control of his senses, resolute in 
determination and dedicated to Me in both mind and intelligence, 
is very dear to Me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “What is the nature of the devotees who have 
attained the afore-mentioned stage of peace?” Expecting this question 
from Arjuna, Sri Bhagavan is explaining in eight verses the various 
qualities of His different types of devotees, the first of which begins 
with the word advesta. A person who is not envious of one who envies 
him, but instead maintains a friendly attitude toward him, is called 
advesta. Desiring that such a discontented person should not become 
degraded or fall down due to his envious attitude, the devotee feels 
only compassion for him. If someone questions how and with what 
type of discrimination one can show friendship and compassion 
toward an envious person, the answer is that this happens without 
discrimination. “Because My devotee is nirmamah - devoid of a 
feeling of possessiveness for son, wife and so forth, having no false 
identification with the body - he is free from envy of anyone.” 
Furthermore, why should he discriminate when he can avoid the 
misery arising from envy by not doing so? One may wonder if he 
would feel any bodily pain if another person ran at him to punch him 
or beat him with a shoe. In response Bhagavan says, “sama-duhkha- 
sukhah - he remains even-minded both in happiness and in misery.” 
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As Candrardha Sekhara (Lord Siva) says in Srlmad-Bhagavatam 
(6.17.28): “nardr ay ana-par ah sarve na... - those who are devoted to 
Sri Narayana are never afraid in any circumstances, because they see 
the heavenly planets, liberation and hell as equal.” To see happiness 
and distress as equal is called sama-darsitva. Moreover, devotees of Sri 
Narayana think that any misery coming to them is the result of their 
past actions that are now manifesting ( prarabdha-karma ), so it must 
be faced. Becoming equipoised, they endure all misery with great 
tolerance. To convey this, Sri Bhagavan says that they are forgiving 
(ksaml). The root word ksam is used in the sense of tolerance. 

If the question is raised as to how such devotees maintain their 
lives, the response is santustah' they remain satisfied with whatever 
eatables they get by the will of providence or with little endeavour. 
Arjuna asked, “But earlier You said that they are even-minded both 
in misery and happiness, satisfied even if they face the hardship of 
not getting any food, so how can it be that they feel satisfaction when 
attaining food for themselves? This seems contradictory.” In response 
Sri Bhagavan says satatam yogi. “Being endowed with bhakti-yoga, they 
want to maintain their bodies simply to attain perfection in bhakti.” 

It is said, “One must endeavour to acquire food to maintain one’s 
life. Such maintenance of the body is proper, because only by keeping 
the body healthy can one think of the Absolute, and by specific 
knowledge of the Absolute, one can attain brahma (Bhagavan).” If, 
by the will of providence, such devotees do not get anything to eat, 
they remain undisturbed ( yatatma ). And even if they have to face a 
situation that disturbs their minds, they do not engage in the practice 
of astahga-yoga to pacify it. For this reason, they are known as drdha- 
niscayah, for they never deviate from their sole duty of engaging in 
exclusive devotion to Bhagavan. They remain devoted to remembering 
and contemplating Bhagavan. “Such devotees give Me great pleasure 
and are therefore dear to Me.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In previous verses, after 
explaining the various types of sadhana practised by one-pointed and 
steadfast devotees, Sri Bhagavan is explaining the qualities of those 
devotees in the next seven verses. 
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Here, the word advesta means that they do not even envy those who 
envy them. They think that such envy is the result of their currently 
fructifying reactions ( prarabdha-karma ) as awarded by Paramesvara, 
and therefore they envy no one. Rather, they maintain a friendly attitude 
towards all, considering everyone as the dwelling place of Paramesvara. 
Upon seeing the misery of others, they try to remove it; therefore, they 
are compassionate. They consider the body and anything related to the 
body as transformations of material nature and different from their real 
self. Therefore, they feel no possessiveness, even for their own bodies, 
and while performing their activities, they remain free from bodily 
identification, which is a falsity. They are steady in both material happiness 
and distress, and so in either situation, they become neither elated nor 
disturbed. Because they are forgiving, they are also tolerant. Since they 
remain content in all situations - loss or gain, fame or infamy, and victory 
or defeat - they are yogis and remain steadily fixed in the sadhana given 
to them by srl gurudeva. The word yatatma means ‘one who has control 
over the senses’. Since they cannot be disturbed by any logic based on 
falsity, their determination is firm. In this material world, no misery can 
make them deviate from devotion to the Supreme Lord. This is the special 
quality of exclusive devotees. They are endowed with the firm faith that 
‘I am the servant of Bhagavan,’ and their mind, body and everything else 
is surrendered unto Sri Bhagavan’s lotus feet. Therefore, such devotees 
are dear to Him. In Srlmad-Bhagavatam (ii.n.29-32), Sri Krsna describes 
these qualities to His devotee Uddhava: 

krpalur akrta-drohas titiksuh sarva-dehinam 
satya-saro ’navadyatma samah sarvopaharahah 

kamair ahata-dhlr danto mrduh sucir akincanah 
anlho mita-bhuk santah sthiro mac-charano munih 

apramatto gabhlmtma dhrtiman jita-sad-gunah 
amanl mana-dah kalyo maitrah karunikah kavih 

djnayaivam gunan dosan mayadistan api svakan 
dharman santyajya yah sarvan mam bhajeta sa tu sattamah 

Sri Krsna said, “O Uddhava, a saintly person is merciful and never 
harms others. Even if others are envious of him he is tolerant and 
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forgiving toward all. He is fixed in the truth, he is free from all 
envy and jealousy, and his mind is equal in material happiness and 
distress. He dedicates himself to the welfare of all. His intelligence 
is never bewildered by material desires or false logic, and he has 
control over all his senses. His behaviour is always pleasing and 
exemplary, and he is free from feelings of possessiveness even 
towards his wife and children. He never endeavours in worldly 
activities, and he strictly controls his eating. He is always peaceful 
and steady. A saintly person accepts Me as his only shelter. Such 
a person is very firm in the execution of his duties, because he is 
steady and noble, even in a distressing situation. He has conquered 
over the six material qualities - namely hunger, thirst, lamentation, 
illusion, old age and death. He is free from all desire for prestige 
and offers all honour to others. He is expert in bringing others to 
the feet of Sri Krsna and therefore never cheats anyone. Rather, he 
is a well-wishing friend to all and is most merciful. Such a saintly 
person must be considered the most learned of men. He perfectly 
understands that the religious duties prescribed by Me in various 
Vedic scriptures possess the power to purify the performer, and 
he knows that neglect of such duties constitutes a fault in the 
development of the ordinary persons. Having taken complete shelter 
at My lotus feet, however, a saintly person ultimately renounces all 
materialistic duties such as varnasrama and worships Me alone. He 
is thus considered to be the best of all.” * 

Such devotees are also described in Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, 
Madhya-llla (22.78-80). 

krpalu, akrta-droha, satya-sara sama 
nirdosa, vadanya, mrdu, suci, akincana 

sarvopakaraka, santa, krsnaika-sarana 
akama, anlha, sthira, vijita-sad-guna 

mita-bhuk, apramatta, manada, amanl 
gambhlra, koruna, maitra, kavi, daksa, maunl 

Devotees are always merciful, humble, truthful, equal to all, 
faultless, magnanimous, mild and clean. They are without material 
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possessions, and they perform welfare work for everyone. They 
are peaceful, surrendered to Krsna and free from desire. They are 
indifferent to material acquisitions and are fixed in devotional 
service. They completely control the six bad qualities, such as lust, 
anger and greed. They eat only as much as required, and they are not 
inebriated. They are respectful, grave, compassionate and without 
false prestige. They are friendly, poetic, expert and silent. * 

Verse 15 

WlW ^fT^rr cilcMJHlfgMrl ^ ^1: I 

4 ld Urbl ^T: xT ^ ftp*: II II 

yasman nodvijate loko lokan nodvijate ca yah 
harsamarsa-bhayodvegair mukto yah sa ca me priyah 

yasmat - by whom; na udvijate - are not disturbed; lokah - people; lokat - 
by (other) people; na udvijate - is not disturbed; ca - and; yah - who; 
harsa - from material elation; amarsa - intolerance; bhaya - fear; udvegaih - 
from anxiety; muktdh - liberated; yah - who; sah - one; ca - also; me - to 
Me; priyah - dear. 

He who neither disturbs anyone nor is himself disturbed by 
others, and who is free from mundane happiness, intolerance, 
fear and anxiety, is certainly dear to Me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Moreover, in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (5.18.12) it is 
said, “The demigods, along with all their good qualities, only reside 
fully in those who perform bhakti to Bhagavan with the feeling that 
they possess absolutely nothing in this world.” Such statements 
of Srimad-Bhagavatam also confirm that by continuous practice of 
bhakti to Sri Bhagavan, all the good qualities that please Him arise 
naturally. “Now hear those qualities in five verses, the first beginning 
with yasmat. My devotee is free from mundane elation, intolerance, 
etc.” While explaining the rarity of qualities like these, Sri Bhagavan 
further says yo na hrsyati... (Gita 12.17). 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In these verses, Bhagavan Sri 
Krsna is describing other qualities that naturally manifest in the devotees 
by the influence of bhakti. “As I said previously, there is no possibility 
that My devotees’ behaviour can cause anybody the slightest harm, 
because they are free from the tendency to be violent toward any living 
being, and they have a friendly and compassionate disposition towards 
all. They do not create any fear or anxiety in anyone. And because they 
are even-minded both in happiness and misery, no one can agitate them 
in the slightest. When they attain their desired goal, they do not feel 
elated. They do not become envious upon seeing the superiority or 
progress of others, and their minds are never disturbed by fear or the 
anxiety of losing a possession.” The import is this: “Those devotees who 
are free from elation, envy, fear and agitation are most dear to Me.” 


Verse 16 


3T^T: 





TTrlcznT: I 
fiRT: II ^ II 


anapeksah sucir daksa udasino gata-vyathah 
sarvdrambha-paritydgi yo mad-bhalctah sa me priyah 


anapeksah - not attached to the results of mundane activities; sucih - 
internally and externally pure; daksah - expert; udaslnah - aloof in 
material dealings; gata-vyathah - unaffected by agitation (due to being 
transcendentally situated); sarva-arambha - all items unfavourable to 
bhakti ; parityag i - fully renounced; yah - who; mat-bhaktah - a devotee of 
Mine; sah - he; me - to Me; priyah - dear. 

Dear to Me is that devotee who is not dependent on mundane 
or social activities, who is pure, expert, detached, free from all 
agitation and careful to avoid any activity unfavourable to bhakti. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Anapeksah means ‘My devotees are unconcerned 
for anything mundane’. Udasinah means that they remain indifferent 
in their dealings with society. It becomes a part of their nature to 
give up the observable fruits and also unobservable fruits of their 
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mundane activities. This refers to the fruits they are conscious of and 
those they are not conscious of. If spiritual endeavours such as teaching 
scriptures become unfavourable to their bhakti, they automatically 
give them up. 

SA RA RT 11 A-VA RSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Furthermore it is said, “Dear 
to Me are My devotees, who are unattached to those objects that 
become available automatically, who are pure externally and internally, 
expert in grasping the essence of the Vedic literature, who are unbiased, 
indifferent, not agitated even when mistreated by others, and who do 
not make the slightest endeavour to perform any pious or impious 
work that is unfavourable to their bhakti to Sri Bhagavan.” 


Verse 17 


'T H 



tfe: 'T ?McT H =bl#Td I 
'qffFUTH TT ^ f^T: II ^vs || 


yo na hrsyati na dvesti na socati na kanksati 
subhasubha-parityagi bhaktiman yah sa me priyah 


yah - who; na hrsyati - neither becomes elated (in achieving that which 
is desirable for the materialists); na dvesti - nor detests (that which is not 
liked by materialistic persons); na socati - neither laments (when he loses 
something that is dear to him); na kanksati - nor (for that which he does 
not have); subha-asubha - pious and impious actions; parityagi - who 
fully renounces; bhaktiman - devoted person; yah - who; sah - he; me - to 
Me; priyah - dear. 

He who neither delights on attaining that which is pleasing to the 
materialists nor detests attaining something undesirable, who neither 
laments for the loss of anything dear to him nor hankers to attain some¬ 
thing he does not have, who renounces pious and impious activities, 
and who has devotion to Me, that devotee is indeed dear to Me. 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: “Those devotees who neither 
become overwhelmed with joy when they beget a dear son or get a good 
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disciple, nor feel hatred towards a wayward son or bad disciple, who 
do not become absorbed in lamentation at the loss of some desirable 
object nor desire something pleasing that they do not have, who do 
not engage in either pious or sinful activities and who are devoted to 
Me - they are dear to Me.” 


Verses 18-19 


TTH: xf fo# 



xT cTW I 

Hi?: II ^ II 


ftsRHfcWRbHIH. ^ fSPTT HHII^II 


samah satrau ca mitre ca tatha manapamanayoh 
sitosnasukha-duhkhesu samah sahga-vivarjitah 


tulya-ninda-stutir mauni santusto yena kenacit 
aniketah sthira-matir bhaktiman me priyo narah 


samah - equal; satrau - towards an enemy; ca - and; mitre - a friend; ca 
tatha - as well as; mana-apamanayoh - in honour and dishonour; slta- 
usna - in cold and heat; suhha-duhkhesu - happiness and unhappiness; 
samah - equal; sanga-vivarjitah - unaffected by (mundane) association; 
tulya - equal; ninda-stutih - in blame and praise; mauni - controlled in 
speech or silent, due to engagement in contemplation of his worshipful 
Lord; santustah - fully satisfied; yena kenacit - by whatever necessities 
for bodily maintenance come to him (by the Lord’s grace); aniketah - 
without attachment to any residence; sthira-matih - whose mind is fixed 
(in spiritual subject matters); bhaktiman - the devoted person; me - to 
Me; priyah - dear; narah - man. 

Being blessed with My bhakti, he who looks equally upon friends 
and enemies, who is equipoised in honour and dishonour, heat 
and cold, joy and anguish, who does not take any kind of mundane 
association, who is equal in both praise and criticism, who speaks 
nothing but bhagavat-katha, who remains satisfied with whatever 
comes to him by the desire of the Lord for the maintenance of 
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the body, be it to his taste or otherwise, who has no fixed place 
of residence and who has unflinching faith in the conclusions of 
spiritual matters - such a devotee is dear to Me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The word aniketah means ‘without attachment 
to mundane possessions, such as a house’. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sri Krsna now concludes His 
glorification of the natural qualities of His dear devotees in the present 
two verses. They behave equally towards enemies and friends, and 
they remain equipoised in honour and dishonour, heat and cold and 
happiness and distress. They never take bad association and they do 
not feel unhappy when criticized or happy when glorified. They do not 
speak anything except topics of the Lord ( bhagavat-katha ). They remain 
content with either palatable or unpalatable foodstuffs that are useful 
for the maintenance of the body and that come by the will of Bhagavan. 
They do not maintain a fixed residence, and their intelligence is focused 
on the transcendental goal. Such devotees are dear to Him. 

Verse 20 

WJFTT HH-RTfl HTblf^Sdld ^ ftpTT: II || 

ye tu dharmamrtam idam yathoktam paryupasate 
sraddadhana mat-paramo, bhaktas te ’tlva me priyah 

ye - who; tu - indeed; dharma-amrtam - nectar in the form of religion; 
idam - this; yatha - as; uktam - described; paryupasate - worship in every 
way; sraddadhanah - faithful; mat-paramah - devoted to Me; bhaktah - 
devotees; te - those; ativa - extremely; me - to Me; priyah - dear. 

Certainly, those devotees who engage in exclusive devotion to Me 
with firm faith and who worship this nectarean religion that I 
have described are exceedingly dear to Me. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: While concluding His description of the many 
characteristics of His own devotees, who are steadily fixed on Him, Sri 
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Bhagavan is explaining the result attained by those who hear, study or 
meditate on these instructions with a desire to actualize them. These 
characteristics are all born of bhakti and bring peace. They are not 
material qualities. It is said, “ bhaktya tusyati krsno na gunaih - Krsna 
is pleased only by bhakti, not by any material qualities.” There are 
unlimited statements like this in the scriptures. 

Here the word tu (but) is used to show a different subject. Devotees 
who have the above-stated characteristics are fixed in certain good 
qualities. But practitioners of bhakti who desire all these qualities are 
superior to perfected mystics. The word ativa has been used here to 
indicate this. 

Bhakti is supreme, pleasurable and the most easily achievable of 
all goals. In this chapter, many such qualities of bhakti have been 
delineated. Jhana has been described to be like bitter neem leaf 
and bhakti like sweet grapes. Sadhakas who are greedy for their 
respective tastes accept one of these, according to their desires. 

Thus ends the bhavanuvada of Srlla Visvanatha Cakravartl Thakura’s 
Sarartha-varsinl-tlkd (the commentary that gives pleasure 
to the devotees and is accepted by all saintly persons) 
on the Twelfth Chapter of Srlmad Bhagavad-gita. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In concluding this chapter, 
Bhagavan Sri Krsna says, “Those who are devoted to Me and endowed 
with faith thoroughly worship this nectarean dharma of immortality, 
as described by Me. Such devotees are very dear to Me.” Bhagavan is 
only pleased by bhakti, not merely by a person’s material qualities. 
All good qualities naturally manifest in devotees by the influence of 
bhakti. There is no possibility of good qualities arising in non-devotees 
who are averse to Hari. 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (5.18.12) says: 

yasyasti bhaktir bhagavaty akincana 
sarvair gunais tatra samasate surah 
harav abhaktasya kuto mahad-guna 
manorathenasati dhavato bahih 
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All the demigods along with their superior qualities manifest 
within one who has developed selfless, pure bhabti to Sri Bhagavan. 

But that person in whom bhakti is absent is devoid of any good 
qualities because he is absorbed in mundane action. He runs with 
his mental speculations and consequently, he has no choice but to 
submit to the external potency of the Supreme Lord. Where is the 
possibility of noble qualities residing in such a person? 

Srlla Sridhara Svami has written that the intention of the Twelfth 
Chapter is to determine which worship of Sri Bhagavan is superior, 
nirguna (impersonal) or saguna (personal). 

Srlla Baladeva Vidyabhusana writes, “Among the various types 
of sadhana, only suddha-bhakti , which is supremely effective and 
performed without any difficulty, quickly bestows attainment of 
Bhagavan. This is the essence of this chapter.” 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “Those who 
are devoted to Me faithfully worship, hear, study, contemplate and 
practise this nectarean dharma as I have described it, from beginning 
to end. Only they are My devotees and therefore very dear to Me. A 
jlva attains pure love free from all motivation ( nirupadhika-prema ) by 
following this gradual, step-by-step process, as described by Me.” 

Thus ends the Sarartha-varsinl Prakasika-vrtti , 
by Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvaml Maharaja, 
on the Twelfth Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-glta. 
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Pm kvti-Pu rum - Vibfi acja-Yoija 

Yoga Through Understanding the Distinctions 
Between Material Nature and the Enjoyer 

Verse i 

IJd^Rdhl^lhl ?TFf xt ^Fdlls>ll 

arjuna uvaca - 

prakrtirh purusam caiva ksetram ksetrajnam eva ca 
etad veditum icchami jnanam jneyam ca hesava 

arjuna uvaca - Arjuna said; prakrtim - nature; purusam - the enjoyer; 
ca - and; eva - indeed; ksetram - the field; ksetra-jnam - the knower 
of the field; eva - certainly; ca - and; etat - these things; veditum - to 
understand; icchami - I desire; jhanam - knowledge; jneyam - the object 
of knowledge; ca - and; kesava - O Kesava. 

Arjuna said: O Kesava, I would like to understand nature ( prakrti ), 
the enjoyer ( purusa ), the field (ksetra), the knower of the field 
( ksetra-jna ), knowledge ( jnana) and the object of knowledge 
( jiieya ). 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: I pay my obeisances to devotion to Sri Bhagavan, 
a portion of which is mercifully situated in processes such as jnana so 
as to make them successful. Knowledge mixed with devotion ( bhakti- 
misra-jhana) is described in this third set of six chapters. Indirectly, 
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these chapters also refer to the supremacy of exclusive devotion. This 
Thirteenth Chapter specifically deals with the subjects of the body 
(ksetra), the soul (jlvdtma) and the Supersoul (Paramatma), the process 
of knowledge ( jnana) and an extensive deliberation on the living entity 
(jlva) and material nature ( prakrti). 

Bhagavan is attained only by exclusive, pure devotion ( kevala-bhakti). 
This is described in the second set of six chapters. These chapters 
also describe three types of worship, such as worship performed by 
those who identify with the object of worship ( ahangraha-upasana). A 
niskama-karma-yogl, who selflessly performs his prescribed duty and 
offers the result to Bhagavan, attains liberation by bhakti-misra-jnana, 
or knowledge mixed with devotion, which was briefly described in 
the first six chapters. Now begins the third set of six chapters, which 
explains in detail the field (ksetra), the knower of the field ( ksetra-jna) 
and so forth. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srimad Bhagavad-gita consists 
of eighteen chapters, which have been divided into three sections. 
The first six chapters describe niskama-karma-yoga, bhakti-misra- 
jnana and topics that are relevant for knowledge of the soul and 
the Supersoul. The second set of six chapters explains the glory of 
exclusive devotion; deliberates on spiritual and material devotion 
(para and apara bhakti); and describes the glory of Sri Bhagavan’s 
svarupa, as well as the glory of the svarupa of the devotee, ft also 
explains the speciality and supremacy of bhakti compared to various 
other processes, and gives details of other similar topics. Tattva-jnana 
is explained in detail in this third set of six chapters. Previously, it was 
described only in brief. It deliberates on material nature (prakrti), the 
enjoyer (purusa), the field (ksetra) and the knower of the field (ksetra- 
jna). The most confidential instruction of Sri Gita is finally delivered 
in the Eighteenth Chapter. 

In the first verse of this chapter, Arjuna is inquiring about such 
principles as prakrti, purusa, ksetra, ksetra-jna, jnana and jheya. Some 
commentators, however, have purposely omitted this first verse, in 
which these questions have been raised. 
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Verse 2 



TT^J\ rf : 8Ffr?T #T crf^: II ^ II 

srl bhagavan uvaca - 

idarn sarlram kaunteya ksetram ity abhidhlyate 
etad yo vetti tam prahuh ksetrajha iti tad-vidah 

srl bhagavan uvaca - the all-opulent Lord said; i dam - this; sarlram - body; 
kaunteya - O son of Kunti; ksetram - the field; iti - as; abhidhlyate - known; 
etat - this; yah - who; vetti - knows; tam - that (person); prahuh - describe; 
ksetra-jnah - the knower of the field; iti - thus; tat-vidah - persons 
conversant with that truth. 

Sri Bhagavan said: O son of Kunti, those conversant with knowledge 
regarding ksetra and ksetra-jna describe this body as a field 
(ksetra ) and one who knows this body to be the knower of the 
field ( ksetra-jna ). 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: What is ksetra and who is ksetra-jna? In reply to 
this question, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with idam. 
This body is the refuge of all enjoyment through the medium of the 
senses and is called the field, or ksetra. In other words, it is the origin 
of the tree of material existence. Those in bondage are covered by the 
misconceptions of ‘I’ and ‘mine’ in relation to their bodies, which are 
generated by the false ego. They are freed from such misconceptions 
however, when they attain the liberated stage. In other words, when 
they are liberated, they become free from attachment to the body. The 
living entity situated in either of these stages is known as ksetra-jna, 
the knower ( jna ) of the field (ksetra). He is like a farmer, in that he 
alone is the knower of his field and the enjoyer of its fruits. 

In Srlmad-Bhagavatam (n.12.23) Srl Bhagavan says: 

adanti caikam phalam asya grdhra grame-cara ekam aranya-vasah 
hamsa ya ekam bahu-rupam ijyair mdyd-mayam veda sa veda vedam 
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The ignorant conditioned souls, greedy to acquire sense objects, 
experience misery as one of the fruits of this tree of material existence. 
Places like Svarga (the heavenly planets) are also ultimately miserable. 
However, there are some swan-like liberated personalities who also 
reside in the forest of the material world. They enjoy another type 
of fruit, namely the happiness of liberation ( mukti ), which is always 
blissful. Thus the one tree of material existence leads to various 
destinations, such as the heavenly planets, the hellish regions and 
liberation, ft is observed, therefore, that this tree is composed of maya 
(illusion) and that it has multiple forms, being born from the deluding 
potency (maya-sakti). Only those who accept a bona fide spiritual 
master understand this secret, and it is they who actually know the 
field ( ksetra ) and the knower of the field ( ksetra-jna ). 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: After hearing Arjuna’s ques¬ 
tions, Bhagavan Sri Krsna describes the material body of the 
conditioned jlva which, along with his life-air and senses, is the 
place of enjoyment. It is called the ksetra. One who knows this body 
understands that in the conditioned state it is either the means of 
enjoyment or the means of attaining liberation. The jlva situated 
in either of these states is called ksetra-jna. However, Sri Baladeva 
Vidyabhusana says, “ sarlratmavadl tu ksetrajno na na ksetratvena tat 
jndnabhavat - that jtva who identifies himself with his body does not 
understand the tattva of the body; therefore, he is not ksetra-jna, the 
knower of the field.” 

Those who accept this body as the self consider it to be a means of 
enjoyment only. Intoxicated by material false ego, they become bound 
to material existence. Life after life, their only attainment is misery. 
On the other hand, those who become free from material ego while 
remaining in their body and who render service to Sri Hari gradually 
attain the happiness of liberation. After attaining the bliss of rendering 
service to Bhagavan, their lives become completely successful. This 
has been confirmed in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (n.12.23): 

adanti caikam phalam asya grdhra grame-cara ekam aranya-vasah 

hamsaya ekam bahu-rupam ijyair mayd-mayam veda sa veda vedam 
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Those attached to family life and who hanker after mundane pleasures 
taste only the miserable fruit of bodily enjoyment, while the wise 
and discriminating swan-like renunciants, who have relinquished all 
material goals, taste only the blissful fruit of transcendental happiness. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura writes, “Sri Bhagavan says: ‘O Arjuna, 
I first explained the svarupa of the soul so that you would clearly 
understand the fundamental principles of devotion ( bhakti-tattva), 
which is supremely confidential. I then explained the various activities 
(karma) of the conditioned souls and the nature of unalloyed bhakti, 
free from all designations. I concluded with a presentation on the three 
different processes - jnana, karma and bhakti - so that you would 
realize the highest end. At present, I am giving a specific, scientific 
description of knowledge (jnana) and renunciation (vairagya). By 
hearing this, you will become more fixed in the fundamental principles 
of unalloyed bhakti, which is free from all designations: 

jnanam parama-guhyam me yad vijnana-samanvitam 
sarahasyam tad-angam ca grhana gaditam mayd 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.9.31) 

Knowledge of Me is non-dual, absolute and highly confidential. 
Although non-dual, it has four eternal divisions: My svarupa (jnana), 
realization of Me (vijnana), prema-bhakti to Me (rahasya) and sadhana- 
bhakti, the means to attain Me (tad-anga-pradhana). The jiva cannot 
understand this with his limited intelligence. He can only realize it 
by My mercy. Jnana is My svarupa and vijnana is one’s relationship 
with Me through bhakti. The jiva is My rahasya and the pradhana is 
My jfiana-anga (all that is accessory to My svarupa). The eternal non- 
duality and the eternal confidential difference between these four 
principles are due to My inconceivable potency, the acintya-sakti. 

“While instructing the four seed verses of the Bhagavatam (catuh- 
sloki) to Lord Brahma, I described four subjects: knowledge (jnana), 
realized knowledge (vijnana), confidential or secret topics (rahasya) 
and the limbs or various aspects of those confidential topics (tad-ahga). 
The hidden meaning of bhakti-tattva does not manifest in the heart 
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without properly understanding these four essential topics. Therefore, 
through the medium of these instructions on vijnana, 1 am giving you 
pure intelligence, which is needed to understand these confidential 
instructions. When pure bhakti arises, causeless knowledge and 
renunciation easily awaken. These are the two concomitant fruits 
experienced while engaging in bhakti. O son of Kunti, this body is 
called ksetra and those who know this ksetra are called ksetra-jna." 

Verse 3 

ter ht ferfe mm 

m mrn 311 

ksetra-jnam capi mam viddhi sarva-ksetresu bharata 
ksetra-ksetrajhayor jnanam yat taj jnanam matam mama 

ksetra-jnam - the knower of the field; ca - and; api - only; mam - Me; 
viddhi - understand; sarva-ksetresu - within all the fields; bharata - 
O descendant of Bharata; ksetra - the field (in the form of the body); 
ksetra-jnayoh - (of the living entity and the Supersoul) knowers of the 
field; jnanam - knowledge; yat - which; tat - that; jnanam - knowledge; 
matam - opinion; mama - is My. 

O Bharata, understand that I alone am the knower within the 
bodies of all living beings. This knowledge - of the body as 
the field and of the living entity and the Supersoul as the knowers 
of the field - is actual knowledge. This is My opinion. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Thus the living entity is called ksetra-jna (the 
knower of the field) because he has knowledge of ksetra, the material 
body. But Paramatma fully knows all fields, more so than the living 
entities. This verse, beginning with ksetra-jnam, explains His quality 
of knowing all bodies. Sri Bhagavan says, “Know Me, Paramatma, who 
am situated as the Controller in all bodies, to be ksetra-jiia. The living 
entity is the ksetra-jna of his individual body only. Furthermore, his 
knowledge of that body is incomplete. However, 1 alone am the perfect 
and complete knower of all bodies. Consider this to be My speciality.” 
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What is real knowledge, or jnanal Anticipating this question, Sri 
Bhagavan says, “Knowledge of ksetra (the body) and ksetra-jna (the 
knowers of the body - the individual soul and the Supersoul), is 
indeed called jhana. 1 accept this as actual knowledge.” 

Of the two purusas, or persons who know the field of the body, the 
Supersoul is superior. Some persons explain that there is only one 
soul. This is rejected here, and it also contradicts a later statement of 
the Gita (15.17). 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Although the word ksetra-jna, 
the knower of the field, was used in the previous verse to indicate the 
living entity situated within the body, in the present verse Sri Bhagavan, 
who is the indwelling witness in all, the Supreme Lord, the Supreme 
Director and Controller, and the Supersoul, explains that it is He who is 
the complete knower of the field, not the living entity. 

The essence of Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana’s commentary on this 
verse is as follows: “The jlva remains situated in this body, just as a 
subject remains subservient to a king, even though the jtva, as ksetra- 
jfia, has knowledge of his own body as a means of enjoyment and 
liberation. But 1 alone am the controller and maintainer of everyone 
and, because 1 know all bodies, 1 am the complete knower of the field. 
Thus, 1 remain situated there like a king.” 

It is also seen in the Smrtis: 

ksetrani hi sarlrani bijam capi subhasubhe 
tani vetti sa yogatma tatah ksetra-jna ucyate 

The entire body is like a field, and righteous and unrighteous 
actions are like the seeds of that field, in that they are its cause. 
Paramatma knows the truth of all bodies. He is therefore called the 
complete ksetra-jna. 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (8.3.13) also says: 

ksetra-jnaya namas tubhyam sarvadhyaksaya saksine 
purusayatma-mulaya mula-prakrtaye namah 

I beg to offer my respectful obeisances unto You, who are the 
Supersoul, the superintendent of everything, and the witness of 
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all that occurs. You are the Supreme Person, the origin of material 
nature and of the total material energy. You are also the owner of 
the material body. Therefore, You are the supreme complete. I offer 
my respectful obeisances unto You.* 

In his commentary on this verse, Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti 
Thakura writes “ ksetram dehadvayam tattvena janatiti ksetrajno 
’antaryami - AntaryamI, the indwelling witness in all, knows the 
tattva of both the subtle and gross body and is called ksetra-jna.” 
Furthermore, Sri Bhagavan says in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (8.17.11), 
u ksetra-jnah sarva bhutanami - one who knows all living beings is 
called the knower of the field.” 

The import of Sri Krsna’s statement is that true knowledge means 
to know the field in the form of the body; the knower of this field, 
that is, the living entity, conditioned or liberated; and the Supersoul, 
Paramatma, who is the original knower of the field, being situated 
within all. Flowever, Paramatma is different from the conditioned and 
liberated souls, and Fie is superior to them. Therefore, the conception 
that the living entity and the Supersoul are one is imaginary; it is 
opposed to the conclusion of the scriptures. 

Also the Sruti statement, nityo nityanam cetanas cetananam eko 
bahunam yo vidadhati kdmdn, describes Paramatma as being superior 
to all living, conscious, eternal entities. It also describes Flim as being 
their controller and prompter. This conclusion is verified throughout 
the Gita. Sri Krsna says to Arjuna, “Because you are a jlva, you forget 
this fact again and again, but as the Supreme Lord, I never forget 
it.” According to the statement, mamaivamso jlva-loke jlva-bhiitah 
sanatanah, the jlva is an insignificant part of Bhagavan. The jlva is 
eternally Flis part; in no state can he become one with Bhagavan by 
merging with Him. 

The statement that brahma, the Absolute Truth, has become 
a living entity due to ignorance, and when freed from ignorance, 
the living entity again becomes brahma, is incorrect from the 
perspective of reason, logic and scripture. Ignorance can never 
touch Parabrahma, the Supreme Absolute Truth, who, in any state, is 
intrinsically composed of knowledge. It is said in the Srutis, “satyam 
jnanam anantam brahma - Parabrahma is never overpowered by 
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the deluding potency and falls into ignorance.” Thousands of Vedic 
statements give evidence of this. 

Therefore, in this material body, there are two knowers of the 
field: the living entity and the Supersoul, Paramatma. Paramatma is 
the controller, prompter and imminent witness of the different living 
entities, who are situated in different bodies as localized knowers of 
the field. Paramatma and the jtva can never be one. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “In regard to ksetra 
(the field) and ksetra-jna (the knower of the field), there are three prin¬ 
ciples: the Tord (Isvara), the living entity (jtva) and inert matter ( jada). 
Know that just as there is one ksetra-jna, the living entity, in each body, 
I, Isvara, am the principal ksetra-jna of this entire inert world. By My 
controlling potency as the Supersoul, f am the knower of all other knowers. 
The knowledge of those who have understood these three principles by 
deliberating on ksetra and ksetra-jiia is indeed realized knowledge.” 

Verse 4 

rfcT 8^ qxST ^ dfecblR ^RTI 

¥ rf ^ drUHlRn ^ ja J u T Il'tHI 

tat ksetram yac ca yadrk ca yad-vikari yatas ca yat 
sa ca yo yat-prabhavas ca tat samasena me srnu 

tat - this; ksetram - field; yat - what; ca - and; yadrk - what is its nature; 
ca - and; yat-vikari - what are its transformations; yatah - whence; ca - and; 
yat - for what reason (it exists); sah - that (knower of the field); ca - and; 
yah - which (nature); yat-prabhavah - what is its influence; ca - and; tat - 
that; samasena - in brief; me - from Me; srnu - hear. 

Hear from Me a brief description of that field, its characteristics and 
transformations, why and from whom it has come into existence, 
and the svarupa (nature) and influence of the knower of that field. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In this verse beginning with tat ksetram, Sri 
Bhagavan is beginning to elaborate on what He previously spoke 
about only in brief. 
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What is that ksetra, or body? It is a combination of the five material 
elements, the life-air (prana) and the senses. “Hear from Me how this 
body possesses different types of natures, desires and transformations, 
such as religiosity, enmity and friendship. Hear how it is born from 
the union of material nature ( prakrti ) and the enjoyer ( purusa ), and 
how it manifests differently in the varieties of moving and non¬ 
moving forms. The knowers of the body are the jivatma and also the 
Paramatma.” According to the rules of Sanskrit grammar, ksetra-jha 
is in the neutral gender here, because the word ksetra is used in the 
neutral gender. 


Verse 5 

umi 

rsibhir bahudha gltam chandobhir vividhaih prthalc 
brahma-sutra-padais caiva hetumadbhir viniscitaih 

rsibhih - by the sages; bahudha - in many ways; gltam - has been described 
in song; chandobhih - by the hymns of the Vedas; vividhaih - through 
various ways; prthah - distinctly; brahma-sutra-padaih - through the 
statements of the Vedanta-sutra; ca - and; eva - indeed; hetumadbhih - 
reasonable; viniscitaih - perfectly ascertained conclusions. 

The truth of the field and the knower of the field have been ex¬ 
plained concisely in many ways by saintly persons in numerous 
Vedic literatures, and it is described with perfect logic and definitive 
conclusions in the verses of Vedanta-sutra. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Whose description of this subject matter are 
You going to briefly explain to me?” Anticipating this question from 
Arjuna, Sri Bhagavan says, “Saints like Vasistha and others have 
described this in their yoga-sastras.” Chandobhir means that it is 
also explained in the Vedas. Moreover, it is described in the Brahma- 
sutra in aphorisms such as “ athato brahma-jijnasa - therefore, one 
should enquire about brahma" (Brahma-sutra 1.1.1). Since these sutras 
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substantiate brahma, the Supreme Absolute Truth, they are known as 
pada, that which gives the evidence required to establish Him. 

What is the nature of that brahma ? In response, Sri Bhagavan 
explains, “This point specifically addresses the subject of the cause 
and effect of the universe.” It is determined by deliberating upon the 
truth of the substantial imports of Brahma-sutra, such as “ikshate 
nasabdam - the Supreme Tord is not indescribable” ( Brahma-sutra 
1.1.5), and “anandamayo ’bhyasat - by nature the Supreme Tord is 
blissful” ( Brahma-sutra 1.1.12). 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The tattva of ksetra and its 
ksetra-jna, as explained by Sri Krsna, is accepted by all philosophers. 
This tattva is also clearly established in authoritative scriptures such 
as the Vedas, the Upanisads and Brahma-sutra. Because the Vedas are 
apauruseya (not composed by any mortal being) they are accepted by 
everyone. The essence of the Vedas is the Upanisads, or Vedanta. 

Sri Krsna Dvaipayana Vedavyasa, an incarnation of Bhagavan, 
reconciled the seemingly contradictory statements of the Vedas and 
presented them in the form of short aphorisms, or sutras, known 
collectively as the Vedanta-sutra. The statements of the Vedanta-sutra 
such as iksate nasabdam (Brahma-sutra 1.1.5) and anandamayo ’bhyasat 
(Brahma-sutra 1.1.12) support this conclusion. Iksate nasabdam means 
that brahma can be seen and experienced only through the statements 
of the scriptures because He is na asabdam - He cannot be known other 
than through the statements of the Vedas. This is explained in Brahma- 
sutra (1.1.3), “ sastra-yonitvat - brahma can be known and experienced 
through scripture (sastra).” Brahma is the subject matter established by 
the Vedas; therefore, He is not beyond words. How is He experienced? In 
response to this question, it is further said, “anandamayo ’bhyasat - the 
Supreme, whose very nature is filled with superlative bliss, can be seen 
and experienced by the practice of bhakti.” These statements establish 
Parabrahma as the perfect, or complete, knower of the field of the body, 
and the jlva who sees or experiences Him, or who performs bhakti to 
that Personality who is composed of bliss, as the partial, or secondary, 
knower of that field. Furthermore, according to Brahma-sutra (2.3.16), 
“natma sruter nityatvac ca tabhyah - the jlva is described as a partial 
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ksetra-jna.” According to Brahma-sutra (2.3.39), “parat tu tac chruteh - 
Parabrahma is accepted as the complete ksetra-jna and is superior to the 
living entity.” 

In this verse, the word rsis (sages) refers to the literature written 
by saints like Vasistha, and chanda (Sanskrit metre) refers to other 
Vedic literatures. In the Rju branch of the Vedas it is said: tasmad va 
etasmad atmana akasah sambhutah ity adina brahma puccham pratistha 
ity astenanna-mayam pranamaya-mano maya-vijnanamayananda-mayah 
panca-purusah pathitas tesv annamayadi-trayam jada-ksetra-svarupam, 
tato bhinno vijndnamayo jlvas tasya bhokteti jlva-ksetrajna-svarupam, 
tasmac ca bhinnah sarvantara anandamaya itisvara-ksetrajna-svarupam 
uktam (Taittirlya Upanisad 2.1.2). This means, “Among conscious 
entities, there are five gradations of purusa, or enjoyer: annamaya 
(conscious only of food), pranamaya (conscious only of life), manomaya 
(conscious of the mind), vijnanamaya (conscious of the soul) and 
anandamaya (conscious only of bliss). The first three (annamaya, 
pranamaya and manomaya) represent consciousness centred upon the 
inert ksetra (material body). Different from them is the vijnanamaya- 
purusa, the jtva, who, as the knower of the ksetra (this material body), 
is the secondary ksetra-jiia. Distinct from these two is the Supersoul, 
and He is the anandamaya-purusa. This anandamaya-purusa is indeed 
Paramesvara, the regulator of everything, the witness of all and the 
original ksetra-jna." 

Verses 6-7 

#5TTIF1 ^ T^iHh-cRI: 116,11 

t^T: W fPdld^dHI *gfcT: I 
WT dfe TP7IPH «HfdchKHdl^dH,IIV3ll 

mahti'bhutany ahankaro buddhir avyaktam eva ca 
indriyani dasaikam ca panca cendriya-gocarah 

iccha dvesah sukham duhkham sanghatas cetana dhrtih 
etat ksetram samasena sa-vikdram udahrtam 
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maha-bhutani - the five great elements (earth, water, fire, etc.); ahari-karah - 
the conception of the self as the doer, false ego; buddhih - intelligence; 
avyaktam eva ca - and the unmanifest material nature; indriyani - senses; 
dasa - ten; ekam - the one (mind); ca - and; panca ca indriya-gocarah - 
the five sense objects (such as sound and touch); iccha - desire; 
dvesah - hate; sukham - happiness; duhkham - unhappiness; sanghatah - 
the aggregate of all these (the body); cetana - the functions of the mind 
for acquiring knowledge; dhrtih - patience; etat - this; ksetram - field; 
samasena - in brief; sa-vikaram - together with their transformations; 
udahrtam - are said. 

The five material elements, the false ego, the intelligence, the 
unmanifest material nature, the eleven senses, the five sense 
objects such as sound and form, desire, hatred, happiness, misery, 
the body, knowledge and patience comprise a brief description of 
the field, along with its transformations. 

SARARTHA-VARSINl: Sri Bhagavan is now explaining the nature of 
ksetra, the field of the material body. The following is a list of the twenty- 
four elements: earth, water, fire, air and sky; their cause - the false ego; 
intelligence that perceives the self; the cause of the false ego - the mahat- 
tattva ; the cause of the mahat-tattva - prakrti; the ten working senses and 
knowledge acquiring senses; the mind; and the five sense objects, such 
as sound and touch. 

Desire, envy, happiness, misery, the body, which is a combination of 
the five material elements, consciousness knowledge and forbearance 
are functions of the mind. They are not functions of the soul. Therefore, 
these characteristics are all part of the ksetra and are also characterized 
by qualities such as determination. In the Srutis it is said that the 
functions of the mind are desire, determination, doubt, faith, lack of 
faith, forbearance, detachment, shyness, intelligence and fear. They 
exhibit the qualities of the field of the body as previously described. 
“This ksetra goes through six types of changes, such as birth and death, 
as described: etat ksetram savikaram.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINl PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The constituents of the 
field of the body are the twenty-four elements consisting of the 
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five mahabhutas (earth, water, fire, air and sky), the false ego, the 
undifferentiated form of the total material energy (the mahat-tattva) 
and its cause, material nature ( prakrti ), the ten external senses (eyes, 
ears, nose, tongue, skin, speech, feet, hands, anus and genitals), the 
one internal sense (the mind) and the five objects of the senses (form, 
taste, smell, touch and sound). This is concluded from the statements 
of rsis like Vasistha, Devala and Asita, from the Vedic mantras and 
from the Vedanta-sutra. What actually is the ksetra, or field of the body, 
and why it is known as such? This can be understood by analyzing 
these twenty-four elements. Transformations of the material body 
(ksetra ) are desire, envy, happiness, distress, all the activities of 
the body (which is a combination of the five material elements), the 
inclinations and absorptions of the mind (which is but a semblance 
of the pure consciousness of the soul) and forbearance. Therefore, it 
should be understood that they are a part of ksetra. A chart depicting 
the twenty-four elements is given here. 


Table of the Twenty-four Elements 


Prakrti 

I 

Mahat 

I 

Ahankara 

l-1-1-1-1-1-1-1 

Five Working Five Knowledge- Mind Form Taste Smell Touch Sound 
Senses acquiring Senses 
(h armendriya) (jnanendriya) 


Fire Water Earth Air Ether 

1-1—H-1-1 

Eyes Ears Nose Tongue Skin 

I-—I-1-1-1 

Speech Hands Feet Anus Genitals 
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371^Rf»TRR ?fNf 




II <?, II 

3ihlkMHW^: 

ftrF xT flH^Tlr^rH^I^R^fTTq II S(o || 
t#T Rfe<°qfi|-c||Ru|) | 

^Tb^lRftc^mfd4HR>HR II S(S( II 


3TWcWF#Tr^f cR^TRT^fe^fqrtTI 
tr^irMcT irr^th ^cfts^rr n ^ n 


amanitvam adambhitvam ahimsa ksantir arjavam 
acaryopasanam saucam sthairyam atma-vinigrahah 

indriyarthesu vairagyam anahankaru eva ca 
janma-mrtyu-jara-vyddhi-diihkha-dosdnudarsanam 

asaktir anabhisvangah putra-dara-grhudisu 
nityarh ca sama-cittatvam istanistopapatdsu 

mayi cananya-yogena bhaktir avyabhicarini 
vivikta-desa-sevitvam aratir jana-samsadi 

adhyatma-jhana-nityatvam tattva-jnanartha-darsanam 
etaj jnanam id proktam ajhanam yad ato ’nyatha 


amanitvam - being without desire for honour; adambhitvam - without pride; 
ahimsa - non-violence; hsantih - forgiveness; arjavam - simplicity; acarya- 
upasanam - worship of a spiritual preceptor who teaches by example; saucam - 
cleanliness (internal and external); sthairyam - steadiness (of mind); atma- 
vinigrahah - control over the body and senses; indriya-arthesu - from sense 
objects such as sound and touch; vairagyam - detachment; anahanharah - 
freedom from false ego; eva ca - and also; janma - of birth; mrtyu - death; 
jam - old age; vyadhi - and disease; duhhha-dosa - the bad consequences due 
to sufferings; anudarsanam - considering repeatedly the statements of revealed 


693 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Srimad Bhagavad-gita 


Chapter 13 


scriptures, the saints and spiritual preceptors; asaktih - detachment (from 
sense pleasures); anabhisvangah - freedom from absorption; putra - sons; 
darn - wife; grha - home; adisu - etc.; nityam - always; ca - and; sama- 
cittatvam - having an equipoised mind; ista-anista - desirable and 
undesirable; upapattisu - amidst occurrences; mayi - to Me; ca - and; 
ananya-yogena - with exclusive connection; bhahtih - devotional service; 
avyabhicarinl - undeviating; vivihta-desa - in solitary places; sevitvam - 
residing; a-ratih - being without attachment; jana-samsadi - the association 
of sense-enjoyers; adhyatma-jnana-nityatvam - of the eternal nature of the 
truths concerning the Supreme Soul and the minute spirit souls (with the 
objective of freedom from repeated birth and death); tattva-jnana - the 
principles of self-realization; artha-darsanam - investigating the (inner) 
purpose; etat - that; jnanam - knowledge; iti - thus; proktam - spoken; 
ajhanam - ignorance; yat - what; atah - thus; anyatha - otherwise. 

Devoid of a desire for honour; freedom from pride; possessing 
the qualities of non-violence; forbearance; simplicity; service to a 
qualified guru; both internal and external purity; steadiness of mind; 
control of the body and senses; detachment from sense objects such 
as sound and touch; absence of false ego; constantly perceiving the 
misery of birth, death, old age and disease; renouncing attachment 
to wife, children, home etc.; not being absorbed in the happiness 
and misery of others; equanimity in attaining either desirable or 
undesirable circumstances; one-pointed, steadfast and unswerving 
bhakti to Me; a liking for solitude; a distaste for the association 
of materialistic people; and constant deliberation on knowledge of 
the self and on the purpose of tattva-jnana, that is, liberation - I 
consider all these to be knowledge. Everything else is ignorance. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In the above five verses, Sri Bhagavan is explaining 
twenty practices to be cultivated, such as freedom from the desire to be 
honoured. He also elaborately explains the qualities of the jlvatma and 
Paramatma, who are the ksetra-jnas, those who know the field of the 
body. They are to be known as separate from the previously mentioned 
characteristics of the material body, or ksetra. Seventeen of these 
qualities apply to both the jnanls, or persons in search of knowledge, 
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and the bhaktas, or devotees. However, according to the statement 
of Bhagavan, mayi cananya-yogena bhaktir avyabhicarini, in order to 
experience Him, the devotees’ only duty is to endeavour to perform 
exclusive devotion to Him. This is because the seventeen qualities, 
such as humility, manifest naturally within such devotees who practise 
avyabhicarini-bhakti, chaste devotion. They have no need to endeavour 
separately to acquire these qualities. The last two qualities, however, 
are unique to the jnanls. This is the opinion of the disciplic lineage of 
devotees, the bhakta sampradaya. 

In this verse, the meaning of the series of words beginning with 
amanitvam is quite clear. In the Srnrtis, saucam (cleanliness) is explained 
in this way: “Cleanliness is of two types, internal and external. 
External cleanliness is achieved by the use of earth, water, etc., and 
the cleanliness of consciousness, or desire, is called cleanliness of the 
mind.’’ Atma-vinigrahah means ‘control of the body’. To see the miseries 
of birth, death, etc., means to be constantly aware of them as a source 
of suffering. Asaktih means ‘to give up attachment to son, family, etc.,’ 
and anabhisvangah means ‘not becoming absorbed in the happiness 
or misery of others’. For example, “When my son or relative is happy, 
I am happy, and when they are miserable, then I am also miserable.” 
Istanistopapattisu means ‘to remain equipoised upon receiving material 
objects, whether pleasurable or not pleasurable’. 

Mayi means ‘in Me, in My Syamasundara form’, and ananya-yogena 
means ‘bhakti that is not mixed with jnana-yoga, tapa-yoga, etc.’ The 
word ca (also) indicates pradhani-bhuta-bhakti, bhakti that is mixed 
with yet predominant over jnana, etc. Devotees only perform the first 
type of bhakti (ananya-bhakti). Jnanls adopt the second type, pradhani- 
bhuta-bhakti, wherein jnana is predominated by bhakti. Some devotees 
say, “Just as exclusive devotion is the means to attain pure love for 
Sri Bhagavan, it also helps to give an experience of Paramatma.” The 
confidential glories of unwavering bhakti (avyabhicarim-bhakti ) have 
been described in this final set of six chapters. 

Jnanis, however, have a different opinion about ananya-yogena, saying 
that it means ‘to see the self everywhere’ and that avyabhicarini means 
‘to perform that yoga every day’. According to Sripada Madhusudana 
Sarasvati, the word avyabhicarini means ‘that which cannot be checked 
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by anything’. The word adhyatma-jnana refers to the knowledge that is 
situated in the self. In order to purify the self, adhyatma-jnana should 
be practised constantly. Tattva-jnanartha-darsanam means ‘to see 
liberation, or moksa, as the goal of tattva-jnana, to deliberate upon it 
and to discuss it, considering it to be one’s cherished desire’. These 
twenty types of knowledge are the general means to attain jnana, basic 
knowledge of the jivatma and Paramatma. Specific knowledge of the 
Paramatma will be explained later. In contrast to these are symptoms 
of ignorance, such as the desire for honour. 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sola Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
quotes Krsna as saying, “Humility; lack of false pride; non-violence; 
forgiveness; simplicity; service to the spiritual master; cleanliness; 
stability; control of the body and mind; detachment from sense objects; 
lack of false ego; realization of the miseries of birth, death, old age and 
disease; lack of attachment to son, family, etc., and indifference to their 
happiness and distress; even-nrindedness under all circumstances; 
avyabhicarini-bhakti (unalloyed and unswerving bhakti unto Me); 
residence in a solitary place; no interest in crowded places; firm belief 
that spiritual knowledge is eternal and the perception that moksa is the 
real purpose of tattva-jnana - all are considered by the ignorant to be 
twenty transformations of ksetra (the material body). In reality, they 
comprise knowledge, which destroys the transformations of ksetra. One 
attains the supremely pure Absolute Truth by taking shelter of them. 
They are not the transformations of the field of the body; rather, they 
are the remedies that can destroy those transformations. “Of these 
twenty, a person should adopt exclusive and undeviating devotion to 
Me ( ananya-avyabhicarinl-bhakti ).” The other nineteen characteristics 
are secondary fruits of bhakti. They purify the impure ksetra (body) 
of the jiva and ultimately help him attain his eternal, perfect ksetra. 
These nineteen characteristics, which are like the throne of Bhakti- 
devi, the goddess of devotion, should be understood as true knowledge. 
Everything else is ajnana, ignorance. 

Ananya-avyabhicarinl-bhakti is prominent among all other practices, 
or types of sadhana. The above qualities naturally manifest upon taking 
shelter of bhakti. Therefore, pure devotees only accept ananya-bhakti, 
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which is the intrinsic characteristic of the jlva. The qualities that are 
marginal characteristics then manifest concomitantly. This is described 
in Srimad-Bhagavatam (5.18.12): 

yasyasti bhaktir bhagavaty akincana 
sarvair gunais tatra samasate surah 
hardv abhaktasya kuto mahad-guna 
manorathenasati dhavato bahih 

All the demigods and their exalted qualities, such as jnana and 
religiosity, always reside in the heart of those who have selfless 
devotion to Sri Bhagavan. On the other hand, how can one who 
is not a devotee of Bhagavan possess any of the good qualities of 
a perfected maha-purusa ? Such a person is always hankering for 
petty worldly sense objects only. 

Jhariis practise the good qualities of saintly behaviour, non-violence, 
control of the mind and ego and so forth, but they do not endeavour 
for exclusive, unwavering devotion to Sri Bhagavan. Their slight 
performance of bhakti is solely to attain perfection in jnana, which is 
liberation. Therefore, it should be understood that their practice of 
devotion is gunl-bhuta-bhakti, bhakti that is predominated by jnana and 
karma; it is not svarupa-siddha-bhakti, or pure devotion, fmpersonalists, 
or advaitavadis, fall into this category. 

Verse 13 

^TrTcT d^llc^dHVHcl I 

TTrqT WT WiTlTTeTZITl II ^ II 

jneyam yat tat pravaksydmi yaj jhdtvamrtam asnute 
anadi mat-param brahma na sat tan nasad ucyate 

jneyam - worthy to be known; yat - which; tat - that; pravaksydmi - I 
shall thoroughly explain; yat - which; jnatva - understanding; amrtam - 
immortality; asnute - one attains; anadi - without beginning; mat- 
param - dependent on Me; brahma - the great (refers to both the personal 
and impersonal aspects of God); na - neither; sat - cause; tat - that; na - 
nor; asat - effect; ucyate - is said. 
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Now I shall fully explain to you that which is worthy to be known. 
Upon understanding it, one attains liberation. The beginningless 
brahma is dependent on My personal form and is said to lie 
beyond all cause and effect. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The living entity and Paramatma can be known 
by the various practices mentioned previously. Of the two, Paramatma 
alone has been indicated by the word sarvagata-brahma, the all- 
pervading Supreme Spirit. [Note: The word sarvagata is from Srlla 
Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura’s original Sanskrit commentary.] This 
brahma, in His nirvisesa aspect (devoid of attributes) is the worshipful 
object of the jhanls, and in His savisesa aspect (replete with a variety of 
attributes), He is the worshipful object of the devotees. Because He is 
meditated upon in His four-armed form, He is known as Paramatma, 
even though He resides within the body. 

First, brahma is explained in this verse beginning with jneyam. 
“Anadi means ‘without a beginning’, and since brahma is My svarupa, it 
is eternal.” Mat-param means ‘I am the supreme shelter of brahma’. As 
will be said later on, “ brahmano hi pratisthaham -1 am the foundation, 
or basis, of brahma.” But what is that brahma ? Expecting this question, 
Sri Bhagavan says that brahma is neither temporary nor eternal, being 
beyond both cause and effect. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Previously, Sri Bhagavan 
explained the means of attaining jiiana. Now, in the present verse, 
He is explaining the Supreme Absolute Truth, which is knowable and 
which is the goal of that jiiana. The jiidnis think that the Absolute 
Truth is nirvisesa-brahma, bereft of name, form, qualities, pastimes, 
associates and so forth. Indeed, they imagine the Truth to be merely a 
void bereft of qualities like variegated activity. Pure devotees, who take 
shelter of exclusive, unwavering devotion, see the Supreme Absolute 
Reality as Sri Krsna, the embodiment of transcendental sports, the 
basis of all transcendental qualities, energies and rasa, and devoid of 
petty material qualities. Although in some places the Srutis describe 
this Truth as devoid of features, these statements only refute that 
Sri Bhagavan possesses any material features; they do not deny His 
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transcendental qualities. The scriptures themselves have illuminated 
this deep secret: 

yd yd srutir jalpati nirvisesam sa sabhidhatte sa-visesam eva 
vicdra-yoge sati hanta tasam prayo ballyah sa-visesam eva 

Hayasirsa-pancaratra 

Those very same Vedic mantras that first describe the Absolute Truth 
as nirvisesa (without qualities) alternatively establish that Truth as 
savisesa (with qualities). Both nirvisesa and savisesa are indeed eternal 
aspects of Bhagavan, but deeply deliberating on this will reveal the 
personal savisesa-tattva as superior. This is because one experiences 
only savisesa-tattva in this world, whereas there is no experience of 
nirvisesa-tattva here. 

The only knowable object of the nirvisesa-jhanis is indicated in the 
present verse, spoken by Sri Krsna Himself, with the word mat-param, 
meaning ‘sheltered in Me’. 

brahmano hi pratisthaham amrtasydvyayasya ca 
sasvatasya ca dharmasya sukhasyaikantikasya ca 

Bhagavad-gita (14.27) 

I am the shelter of formless and imperishable brahma and the sole 
refuge of everlasting immortality, eternal dharma and transcendental 
bliss in the form of prema related to one-pointed devotion. 

This subject will be described in detail in the commentary on 
the above verse. Sometimes in sastra, the jiva is also called brahma, 
but the jiva can never be called Parabrahma, because he is different 
from Parabrahma in every respect. The living entity has atomic 
consciousness and Parabrahma is the infinite, conscious Entity. 

Some people suffer from the misconception that the living entity 
becomes brahma. This is because they do not understand the deep import 
of the Gita’s phrases such as brahma-bhuta (18.54) and brahma-bhuyaya 
kalpate (14.26), which describe the living entity. This subject will be 
described in detail in the verse brahma-bhutah prasannatma (18.54). 

Both the jivatma and Paramatma are the objects of knowledge, but 
one can only understand that jiva-tattva is dependent on Paramatma by 
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continuously cultivating devotional service to Him. The jtva is without 
beginning and by constitution devoted to Bhagavan. He is only partly 
endowed with the qualities of brahma, and he is beyond cause and effect. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “O Arjuna, 1 
have explained to you the fundamental principle of ksetra-jna (the 
knowers of the field of the body). 1 have explained the nature of ksetra 
(the field of body), its transformations, and the process by which one 
can become free from these transformations. 1 have also explained that 
the living entity and the Supersoul are the knowers of this field. Now, 
please listen as f explain that tattva which is knowable by realization. 
Brahma, the knowable, is without beginning. He is dependent on Me 
( mat-param ) and beyond both cause and effect. Knowing this, one 
tastes the nectar of My bhakti." 


Verse 14 


TfcfcT: 'qtf'Wci rfcT I 

TlcfcT: aiJrlHc-cdl'T II sp* I 


sarvatah pani-padam tat sarvato ’ksi-siro-mulcham 
sarvatah srutimal loke sarvam avrtya tisthati 


sarvatah - everywhere; pani - hands; padam - feet; tat - His; sarvatah - 
everywhere; aksi - His eyes; sirah - heads; mukham - faces; sarvatah - 
everywhere; srutimat - that person listens; loke - in this world; sarvam 
avrtya - pervading everything; tisthati - He resides. 

His hands and feet are everywhere. His eyes, heads and faces 
pervade all directions, and He hears everything. Situated thus, 
brahma pervades the entire universe. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Will it not contradict the statements of Sruti, 
such as “ sarvam khalv idam brahma - all this is brahma” (Chandogya 
Upanisad 3.14.1) and u brahmaivedam sarvam - everything is brahma”, 
to say that brahma is distinct from both cause and effect? Anticipating 
such a question, Sri Bhagavan is explaining that although by nature 
brahma is beyond both cause and effect, at the same time, brahma 
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is also both the cause and the effect, because there is no difference 
between the energy and the energetic. Therefore, He is saying that 
His hands, feet, etc., are everywhere, which means that brahma has 
unlimited hands and feet - in the form of the hands and feet of every 
visible entity, extending from Lord Brahma down to a minute ant. 
Thus His eyes, heads, mouths and ears are everywhere. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the previous verse, brahma 
was described beyond cause and effect (sat and asat). Now, the sutra from 
Vedanta “s akti-saktimator abhedah - the energy and the energetic are non- 
different” can be quoted in response to one who questions the validity of 
such Sruti statements as sarvam khalv idam brahma and brahmaivedam 
sarvam. According to this sutra, although the svariipa of Sri Bhagavan 
is beyond both cause and effect, the workings of His potency (sakti) are 
indeed the work of the potent (saktiman), because there is no difference 
between the energy and the energetic. One can thus understand that all 
effects, such as this visible world, are the svariipa of Bhagavan, being 
non-different from Him and the transformations of His sakti. The present 
verse is being spoken to make this point clear. Brahma alone exists, 
pervading everything through the medium of the hands, feet, etc., of all 
jivas who are subordinate to Him and situated within Him. Since He is 
all-pervading, He has unlimited hands, eyes, feet and ears. However, the 
jivatma is not all-pervading, nor does he possess unlimited hands, heads, 
feet, etc. Paramatma is omnipotent, but the jiva is not. 

Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “The sun’s 
rays illuminate due to their dependence on the sun. In the same 
way, brahma-tattva has attained its infinite and all-pervading aspect 
because it is dependent on My potency. The existence of brahma, 
who is the resting place for unlimited jivas, beginning from Brahma 
down to the ant, collectively encompasses unlimited hands, feet, eyes, 
heads, mouths and ears, and is visible everywhere.” 


Verse 15 
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sarvendriya-gunabhasam survendriya-vivarjitum 
asaktam surva-bhrc ccdva nirgunam guna-bhoktr ca 

sarva-indriya - of all senses; guna - their functions; abhasam - the 
illuminator; sarva-indriya-vivarjitam - He is devoid of mundane senses; 
asaktam - He is detached; sarva-bhrt - He is the maintainer of all beings; 
ca - yet; eva - indeed; nirgunam - He is without material qualities; guna- 
bhoktr - He is the enjoyer of the six divine qualities; ca - yet. 

That knowable Person is the illuminator of all the senses and their 
functions, yet He is devoid of mundane senses. Although detached, 
He is the maintainer of all living beings, and although devoid of 
material qualities, He is the enjoyer of six transcendental opulences. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Moreover, brahma manifests all the sense objects. 
The Srutis say, “tac caksusas caksuh - He is the eye of the eye” ( Kena 
Upanisad 1.2) and “sarvendriyair gunaih - He manifests the functions 
of the senses such as sound.” Yet He is sarvendriya-vivarjitam, which 
means that He has no material senses [rather, He has transcendental 
senses]. The Srutis also say, “apani-pado javano grahita - although He 
does not have material senses, such as hands and feet, He accepts, 
moves and sees” (Svetasvatara Upanisad 3.19). 

Svetasvatara Upanisad ( 6 . 8 ) also states “ parasya saktir vividhaiva 
sruyate svabhdviki jhana-bala-kriya ca - it is heard that brahma has 
various types of transcendental potencies.” Those potencies are jhana 
(knowledge), bala (strength) and kriya (action), and they are naturally 
inherent within Him. His famous form as described in the Srutis is the 
source of all energy. 

He is devoid of attachment to the mundane plane, and He maintains 
everyone in His expansion as Sri Visnu. He has a unique transcendental 
form, which is free from the material modes of nature such as the 
mode of goodness, and He is guna-bhoktr, the enjoyer of the gunas. 
He is addressed as bhaga because He is the enjoyer of six types of 
transcendental opulences. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: That brahma is the source of 
the function of the senses and is also the source of the sense objects. 
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It is also seen in the Srutis, “tac caksusas caksuh - He is the eye of 
the eye” ( Kena Upanisad 1.2). He is devoid of material senses; He has 
transcendental senses. Svetasvatara Upanisad (3.19) also states: 

apani-pado javano grahita pasyaty acaksuh sa srnoty akarnah 

Although Bhagavan does not have material hands, feet, etc., He 
accepts offerings, He sees and He walks. Even without material 
eyes and ears, He sees and listens. In other words, He has 
transcendental hands, feet, eyes, ears, etc. 

Therefore, brahma is not nirvisesa, devoid of qualities, but He is 
savisesa, possessing transcendental features. He is devoid of material 
qualities, yet He is endowed with six types of transcendental 
opulences, and He is the enjoyer of them. 

Verse 16 

bahir antas ca bhutanam acaram caram eva ca 
suksmatvat tad avijneyam dura-stham cantike ca tat 

bahir- outside; antah - inside; ca - and; bhutanam - of all beings; acaram - 
non-moving; caram - moving; eva ca - and indeed; suksmatvat - because 
He is very subtle; tat - He; avijneyam - difficult to know; dura-stham - is 
situated far away; ca - and; antike - very near; ca - and; tat - He. 

That Absolute Entity dwells within and without all beings, and it 
is only because of Him that this world of moving and non-moving 
beings exists. Being very subtle, He is very difficult to comprehend, 
and He is simultaneously far away and very close. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: He is situated everywhere, both inside and outside 
all of the beings and elements of His creation, just as the sky is situated 
inside and outside the body. He is everything, all beings, both moving 
and non-moving, because He is the cause of the effect (the creation). 
Even so, He is not the object of direct perception because His form and 
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other attributes differ from material forms and attributes. Therefore, 
for ignorant people, He is millions of miles away. But for those who 
are enlightened in transcendental knowledge He, as the indwelling 
Supersoul, is as near to them as a person living in the same house. He is 
farther away than the farthest and nearer than the nearest. He is visible 
in the inner reaches of the heart for those who can see. As it is said 
in the Mundaka Upanisad, (3.1.7), “durat sudure tad ihantike ca pasydtsv 
ihaivam nihitam guhayam - in this world, He is much further away than 
the furthest thing, and for the observant, He is also seated secretly, very 
near in the midst of all.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: All moving and non-moving 
beings are born from Paramesvara, that supreme tattva. He is situated 
within the heart of all beings as the indwelling Supersoul, and He 
exists externally in His all-pervading aspect. This entire moving 
and non-moving world is an effect of His energy, and therefore, the 
Srutis describe Him to be everything: “ sarvam khalv idam brahma - 
all this is brahma Yet He has a personal form that is different from all 
other forms. He is equal only to Himself. He is asamorddhva, meaning 
there is nobody equal to Him, what to speak of greater than Him. 
However, not everyone can know Him because He is very subtle. Only 
His exclusive devotees can know Him by the power of their pure 
devotion. Therefore, He is very far away as well as very near. He is 
near to His pure devotees and very far away from non-devotees: 

tad ejati tan naijati tad dure tad v antike 

tad antar asya sarvasya tad u sarvasyasya bdhyatah 

Sri Isopanisad (5) 

The Supreme Lord walks but does not walk. He is far away but very 
near, and He is within everything yet outside everything. 

Verse 17 

3#HTrfi ^ fsTHThfacI tr^TrPT I 

•qcLRyf xT xTll^sll 
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avibhaktam ca bhutesu vibhaktam iva ca sthitam 
bhuta-bharttr ca taj jneyam grasisnu prabhavisnu ca 

avibhaktam - He is undivided; ca - although; bhutesu - within all beings; 
vibhaktam - divided; iva - as if; ca - yet; sthitam - is situated; bhuta-bharttr - 
as the sustainer of all beings; ca - as well as; tat - that (Supreme Being); 
jneyam - should be known; grasisnu - the annihilator; prabhavisnu - the 
creator; ca - and. 

Although that Supreme Truth is undivided, He appears to be 
divided, being situated within every being. Know Him to be the 
sustainer, annihilator and creator of all. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Situated as the cause within the moving and 
non-moving living entities, He is undivided, while as the effect, He 
is divided. Only He, as Sri Narayana, is the sustainer of all beings 
during the period of maintenance. As Grasisnu (the devourer) He 
is the destroyer during the time of annihilation, and at the dawn of 
creation, He is the creator of various effects and forms. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Although He appears differently 
in all living beings, that Supreme Absolute Truth, the parama-tattva, is 
situated in one undivided form. This is stated in the Srutis: “ekah santam 
bahudha drsyamanam - He is seen in various forms, although He is one.” 
The Smrtis also say, u eka eva paro visnuh sarvatrapi na samsayah - only 
one Paramatma, Visnu, exists everywhere; there is no doubt about this.” 
Just as the same sun appears differently to people in different places, He 
appears in various forms by His inconceivable potency, even though He 
is one. Only He exists as the individual Supersoul within the hearts of all 
jivas, while externally He is all-pervading, in the form of the collective 
purusa - the Supersoul and the Supreme Lord. He is also the sustainer and 
the annihilator of all living entities. Taittiriya Upanisad (3.1) says, u yato va 
imani bhutani jayante yena jatani jivanti yat prayanty abhisamvisanti tad 
vijijhasasva tad brahma - you should understand brahma to be He from 
whom all living beings are born, by whose help they live and progress in 
life, and in whom they again enter.” 
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Verse 18 

^ftfrRTRfq" d^lfd-WH-H: qrqWl I 
?TFT ^TRTFzf ifc THMdHH 5^11 

jyotisam api taj jyotis tamasah param ucyate 
jhanam jneyam jnana-gamyam hrdi sarvasya dhisthitam 

jyotisam - of the sun and other luminaries; api - also; tat - He; jyotih - 
(the cause of) illumination; tamasah - ignorance; param - transcendental; 
ucyate - He is said; jnanam - transcendental knowledge; jneyam - the 
object of knowledge; jnana-gamyam - accessible through divine knowledge; 
hrdi - in the heart; sarvasya - of all (beings); dhisthitam - situated. 

He is the source of illumination in all luminaries. Being trans¬ 
cendental to ignorance, He is divine knowledge, He is the object 
of such knowledge, and He is realizable through knowledge. He 
dwells within the heart of all beings. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: He is even the source of light for other luminaries, 
such as the moon and sun. This is confirmed in the Srutis: “suryas 
tapati tejasendrah - by His radiance, the sun becomes luminous 
and distributes heat.” What to speak of fire, even the sun, moon, 
stars and so forth lose their splendour before Him. They appear to 
be effulgent, but they all acquire their glow from Him. It is by His 
effulgence only that they acquire their own unique qualities of 
illumination. Katha Upanisad (2.2.15) states: 

na tatra suryo bhati na candra-tarakam 
nema vidyuto bhanti huto ’yam agnih 
tarn eva bhantam anu bhati sarvarh 
tasya bhasa sarvam idam vibhati 

The sun, moon, stars or fire cannot illuminate lightning what to 
speak of that self-effulgent Parabrahma. However, it is by that self- 
effulgent brahma alone that all luminous objects such as the sun 
give light. In fact, the whole universe exists only because of His 
existence. 
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Therefore, He is beyond ignorance; it can never touch Him. The 
Srutis also say, “His complexion is like the colour of the sun and He lies 
beyond tama, or darkness.” His full manifestation in the faculty of pure 
intelligence is called actual knowledge, or jhana. He Himself becomes 
modified as all forms, etc. He is the object of knowledge ( jheya ), and He 
is accessible through knowledge ( jhana-gamyam ). In other words, He is 
attainable by the previously described means of the careful practice of 
jiidna, such as humility. He alone is situated as Paramatma in the hearts 
of all beings. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Paramesvara, the complete 
ksetra-jha, is the original illuminator of all luminaries such as the sun, 
moon and fire: 

na tatra suryo bhati na candra-tarakam 
nema vidyuto bhanti huto ’yam agnih 

Katha Upanisad (2.2.15) 

Although the sun, moon, stars, lightning and fire illuminate 
everything, they cannot illuminate Bhagavan or His abode. 

This is also confirmed in Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.25.42): 

mad-bhayad vati vato ’yam 
suryas tapati mad-bhayat 
varsatindro dahaty agnir 
mrtyus carati mad-bhayat 

It is because of fear of Me that the wind blows, the sun shines and 
Indra sends forth showers. Out of fear of Me, fire burns and death 
goes about taking its toll. 

Furthermore, Katha Upanisad (2.3.3) states, “ bhayad asyagnistapati 
bhayat tapati suryah - out of fear of Parabrahma, fire burns and the 
sun heats.” That Supreme Truth is beyond darkness and is supremely 
pure, being transcendental to material nature. The Srutis also say, 
“ aditya-varnam tamasah parastat - He is beyond material nature and 
has a golden effulgence ( aditya ).” He is knowledge ( jhana ), the object 
of knowledge ( jfieya) and the knower ( jhata). 
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Jnana-svarupa: The Srutis say He is vijnana ananda-ghanam brahma - 
The specific attributes of brahma are that He is jnana-svarupa, 
intrinsically composed of knowledge, and ghanibhuta ananda-svarupa, 
the concentrated embodiment of bliss. 

Jheya-svarupa: He is the shelter of those who desire liberation. There¬ 
fore, He is that which is to be sought: 

tarn ha devam atma-buddhi-prakasam 
mumuksur vai saranam aham prapadye 

Svetasvatara Upanisad (6.18) 

Being desirous of liberation, I surrender to the Supreme Lord, who 
illuminates the intelligence of the soul. 

According to this Sruti statement, He is approachable by knowledge. 

Jnata: He is also the knower because He is situated in everyone’s heart 
as the witness, controller and Supersoul. In this regard, one should refer 
to verses of the Srutis, such as “ dvasuparna , tarn eva viditva and antah- 
pravistah sasta - within the body the atma and Paramatma are compared 
to two birds seated in the same tree” ( Svetasvatara Upanisad 4.6-7). 

Verse 19 

#T 8^ cTTT HFT HHIHd: I 

II n II 

iti ksetram tathd jnanam jheyam coktam samasatah 
mad-bhakta etad vijnaya mad-bhavayopapadyate 

iti - in this manner; ksetram - the field (body); tatha - and also; jnanam - 
knowledge; jneyam - the object of knowledge; ca - and; uktam - have 
been spoken of; samasatah - in summary; mat-bhaktah - My devotee; 
etat - all of this; vijnaya - having fully comprehended; mat-bhavaya - 
prema for Me; upapadyate - attains. 

Thus I have briefly described the field of the body, knowledge 
and the object of knowledge. By understanding them, My devotee 
attains prema-bhakti, transcendental loving devotion to Me. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: Here, in the verse beginning with id, Sri Bhagavan 
is concluding His statements about knowledge of the field of the body, 
etc., with an explanation about who is qualified for this knowledge and 
its result. From the verse maha-bhutany ahankaro (Gita 13.6) to adhyatma 
(Gita 13.12), the word ksetra has been explained. Jiidna has also been 
described from Gita 13.8 to the word adhyatma in Gita 13.12. Jneyah 
and jnana-gamyam have been described from Gita 13.13 beginning 
with the line anadi up to the verse ending with dhisthitam in Gita 13.18. 
That same Absolute Reality has been called brahma, Paramatma and 
Bhagavan. This has been briefly described. 

The words mad-bhakta (My devotee) refers to a jnani who is 
endowed with devotion. In such a case, mad-bhavaya means that he 
attains sayujya-mukti. Or, mad-bhakta means “My unalloyed servant, 
who knows ‘My Prabhu has so much opulence.’ In this case, such an 
unalloyed devotee becomes qualified to attain prema for Me”. In other 
words, he becomes eligible to attain prema-bhakti. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In this verse, Sri Bhagavan 
clearly states that karmis, jnanis, yogis, tapasvis and nirvisesa- 
mayavadis cannot understand the real truth of Bhagavad-gita. Only 
devotees of Bhagavan can understand it. This is the deep meaning 
of the word mad-bhakta (My devotee). One should first become a 
bhakta to understand the tattva of the object of knowledge (jneya), the 
knower ( jnata ) and knowledge ( jnana ), as described in the Gita. For 
this reason, one must practise bhakti by taking shelter of the lotus feet 
of a bona fide spiritual master. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “O Arjuna, I 
have briefly described the field of the body, knowledge and the object 
of knowledge. This is considered to be knowledge with realization, 
and devotees who achieve it attain My unalloyed prema-bhakti. Non¬ 
devotees, who merely accept the shelter of useless monistic disciplic 
lineages, are cheated of real knowledge. Jnana is nothing but the 
sitting place of Bhakti-devl. It is the pure state of a soul who has 
taken shelter of bhakti.” This topic will be further clarified in Chapter 
Fifteen, wherein the fundamental Truth about the Supreme Person is 
described. 
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Verse 20 

#cr fdoS^IHIcil ^'tTTcffqi 
fcUERT^T J|U|i^d II || 

prakrtim purusam caiva viddhy anadl ubhav api 
vikarams ca gunams caiva viddhi prakrti-sambhavdn 

prakrtim - material nature; purusam - the living entity; ca - and; eva - 
clearly; viddhi - you should understand; anadl - without beginning; 
ubhau - both; api - also; vikaran - their transformations; ca - and; 
gunan - all of their qualities; ca - and; eva - indeed; viddhi - understand; 
prakrti-sambhavdn - arise from material nature. 

Know both material nature ( prakrti ) and the living entity ( purusa) 
to be without beginning, and that the three binding qualities and 
their transformations are generated from prakrti. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: After explaining Paramatma, Sri Bhagavan is 
now explaining the jivatmd, who is also ksetra-jha , the knower of the 
field of the body. “Why did the relationship between this ksetra-jha 
and maya, the material energy, occur, and when did it start?” 

Expecting this question, Sri Bhagavan answers with this verse 
beginning with prakrti. “Prakrti (material nature) and purusa (the 
living entity) are both without beginning. That is, their cause has no 
beginning. Because they are the energy of Me, Isvara, who am without 
beginning, they are also without beginning. Understand it in this way.” 
It is also said in Bhagavad-gita (7.4-5): 

bhumir apo ’nalo vayuh kharii mano buddhir eva ca 
ahankara itiyam me bhinna prakrtir astadha 
apareyam itas tv anyam prakrtim viddhi me param 
jiva-bhutam maha-baho yayedam dharyate jagat 

This material nature is divided into eight parts: earth, water, fire, 
air, ether, mind, intellect and ego, but it is inferior to another nature 
of Mine. The living entities are My superior energy. They accept 
this material world to enjoy the results of their actions (karma). 
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“According to My statement here, because both the material energy 
and the living entity are My energy, they are without beginning, and 
therefore their relationship with each other is also without beginning. 
But although they are related to each other, they are in fact different.” 
Sri Bhagavan therefore says that the body and the senses ( vikarams 
ca ) and the transformations of material qualities such as happiness, 
distress, lamentation and illusion (gunams caiva ) are born from prakrti 
( prakrti-sambhavan ). The living entity, who is modified in the form of 
ksetra, the field of the body, is separate from prakrti. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: After Sri Bhagavan explains 
both the ksetras - the partial ksetra-jiia (the jiva), the complete ksetra-jiia 
(Paramatma), jnana and jheya , He explains the transformations of 
ksetra, such as lust, anger, affection and fear, and how the relationship 
between the ksetra-jiia-jiva and maya has occurred. Both material 
nature (maya) and the living entity are without beginning, being the 
energy of Paramesvara. This means that they are also eternal. Inert 
matter is called apara-prakrti, and the jiva is called para-prakrti. 

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya-lila 20.108, 109, hi and 117) in 
the teachings of Mahaprabhu to Sanatana Gosvami, we see: 

jivera ‘svarupa’ haya—krsnera ‘nitya-dasa’ 
krsnera ‘tatastha-sakti’ ‘bhedabheda-prakasa’ 

suryamsu-kirana, yena agni-jvala-caya 
svabhavika krsnera tina-prakara ‘sahti’ haya 

krsnera svabhavika tina-sakti-parinati 
cicchakti, jiva-sakti, dra maya-sakti 

krsna bhuli’ seijiva anadi-bahirmukha 
ataeva maya tare deya samsara-duhkha 

By his constitutional nature, the living entity is an eternal servant 
of Krsna. Krsna’s marginal potency, the tatastha-sakti, transforms 
into unlimited living entities. Since sakti (energy) and saktiman (the 
energetic) are non-different, then the atomic conscious jivas, which 
are transformations of sakti, are in some respects non-different from 
Krsna. But they are also eternally different in various ways. Bhagavan 
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is unlimitedly conscious and the living entity is minutely conscious. 
Both are non-different from the perspective of consciousness, but 
Bhagavan is the complete conscious entity and the living entity is 
an atomic conscious entity. Bhagavan is the master of maya , and the 
living entity is subject to maya. Bhagavan is the cause of creation, 
sustenance and destruction, but the living entity is not. The example 
is given that just as unlimited atoms are visible in the rays coming 
from the sun, the rays of Krsna’s energy produce unlimited atoms 
in the form of the living entities. Similarly, just as unlimited minute 
sparks come out of a fire, so unlimited atomic conscious living 
entities emanate from Bhagavan. 

These are partial examples to explain the relationship between sac- 
cid-ananda Bhagavan and the atomic conscious living entity. This means 
that the purpose of these examples is to make this reality understood, 
and for this, sakha-candra-nyaya, literally, ‘the logic of using the branch 
of a tree to locate the moon’ is employed. In this material world, no 
example can fully describe Parabrahma, but these examples give a 
partial understanding. 

Krsna is the ultimate limit of the Absolute Truth. His inherent trans¬ 
cendental potency is also known as the antarahga-sakti, cit-sakti or 
para-sakti. This internal potency manifests itself in three ways. When 
it manifests the spiritual world ( cit-jagat ) it is called cit-sakti. When it 
manifests unlimited living entities, it is called jiva-sakti and when it 
manifests the material universe, it is called maya-sakti. By the will of 
Bhagavan, the living entities manifest from the jiva-sakti. It is therefore 
their constitutional nature to be eternal servants of Krsna, but they 
can come under the influence of maya because they are atomic by 
nature. The living entities situated in this illusory world have misused 
their free will, and they have forgotten their own svarupa as well as 
Krsna’s svarupa due to associating with the deluding potency since time 
immemorial. Trapped in the cycle of birth and death, they are suffering, 
burned by the threefold miseries. When by some great fortune the 
living entities who have become bound in this material world attain the 
association of sadhus, they can come to realize their own constitutional 
nature. Following the process of bhakti, they engage in the service of 
Bhagavan, by which they can become situated in their actual identity. 

712 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Prakrti-Purusa-Vibhaga-Yoga 


Verse 20 


This conclusion is confirmed in Snmad-Bhagavatam (11.2.37): 

bhayam dvitlyabhinivesatah syad 
Isad apetasya viparyayo ’smrtih 
tan-may aydto budha abhajet tam 
bhaktyaikayesam guru-dev atatma 

The living entity is the eternal servant of Bhagavan, but by turning 
away from Bhagavan, he has forgotten his own svarupa. Therefore, 
his eternal nature, service to Krsna, has become covered. By 
associating with the deluding potency, he identifies himself 
with the body and, subsequently, he always fears for the material 
body, his house and other things. Bewildered by Krsna’s external 
deluding energy. He undergoes various types of miseries. By some 
good fortune, an intelligent person will take shelter of a bona 
fide spiritual master and will worship Sri Krsna with exclusive 
devotion. Only such a person is able to cross over maya. 

Furthermore it is said in Snmad-Bhagavatam (3.7.9): 

seyam bhagavato maya yan nayena virudhyate 
Isvarasya vimuktasya karpanyam uta bandhanam 

Some conditioned souls maintain that Sri Bhagavan is overcome 
by illusion. And at the same time, they proclaim Him to be 
unconditioned. This opposes all logic. 

Bhagavan’s potency is a special type. It can make the possible 
impossible and the impossible possible. This potency of Bhagavan 
makes it possible for the living entity to attain liberation from the 
bondage of the material world once he has attained the mercy of the 
ever-liberated Lord, and it also makes it possible for the living entity 
to be bound to this world. This fact cannot be understood merely on 
the strength of logic, and the influence of Bhagavan’s inconceivable 
potency cannot be understood merely by argument. This potency 
puts the living entity into delusion, rendering him unable to realize 
Bhagavan’s mercy. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “I am explaining 
the result of knowing ksetra, the field of the body, and ksetra-jna, the 
knowers of that field. Three tattvas manifest in the existence of the 
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living entity bound by matter: prakrti, purusa and Paramatma. The 
ksetra is known as material nature, or prakrti, the living entity is 
known as purusa, and My all-pervading manifestation in both of them 
as Paramatma. Prakrti and purusa are both without beginning. They 
exist even before material time and thus do not take birth within it. 
Rather, they appear by My potency in spiritual time, within My supreme 
existence. Under the shelter of mundane time, material nature merges 
into Me and again becomes manifest during creation. The living entity 
is a tattva that emanates from My eternal marginal potency, the tatastha- 
sakti. But because he has become averse to Me, he has been enveloped 
by My material potency. Although the living entity is in fact a pure, 
conscious entity, his quality is marginal, and therefore, he has even 
acquired a usefulness for matter. Conditioned material intelligence and 
knowledge cannot ascertain how the conscious living entity became 
entangled in inert matter, because My potency of inconceivability is 
not subordinate to your limited knowledge. It is important for you to 
know this much only: all of the transformations and qualities of the 
conditioned soul are born from material nature and are not a part of his 
eternal constitution.” 


Verse 21 

Wf:I3TTf IIII 

kdrya-karana'karttrtve hetuh prakrtir ucyate 
purusah sukha-duhkhandrh bhoktrtve hetur ucyate 

karya - effect; karana - cause; karttrtve - the workings; hetuh - the cause; 
prakrtih - material nature; ucyate - is said to be; purusah - the jlva; sukha- 
duhkhanam - of happiness and distress; bhoktrtve - in experiencing; 
hetuh - the cause; ucyate - is said to be. 

Material nature is said to bring about the workings of material 
cause and effect, and the minute living entity, the conditioned 
soul (purusa), is said to be the cause of his own experiences of 
material happiness, distress and so forth. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: Now Sri Bhagavan is revealing the living entity’s 
relationship with the external energy, maya. Karya (effect) refers to 
the body, karana (cause) refers to the senses, which are the means 
of happiness and misery, and karttrtva (operating agent), refers 
to the presiding deities of the senses, the demigods. Due to ignorance, 
the purusa, or conditioned soul, adopts the attitude of being the doer, 
but in fact, material nature is the cause of this feeling. Material nature 
in contact with the purusa transforms into an effect. The tendency of 
maya called avidya (ignorance) is to give illusory knowledge to the 
living entity. However, the purusa (living entity) is the sole cause of his 
experience of the happiness and misery produced by maya. Although 
the effect (karya), the cause (karana), the operating agency (karttrtva) 
and the experience (bhoktrtva) are the characteristics of material nature, 
all are predominated by inertness (jada). And due to his conscious 
nature, the living entity (purusa) predominates over the experience of 
happiness and distress (bhokrtva). A thing is named according to its 
predominant aspects. According to this logic, material nature is said to 
be the cause of the body (karya), the senses (karana) and the demigods 
(karttrtva). The purusa is said to be the cause of experience. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Prakrti is the cause of mundane 
effect, or karya (the body). It is also the cause of mundane cause, or 
karana, (the senses) and the cause of the operating agency, or karttrtva 
(the presiding deities of the senses), while the conditioned living entity is 
said to be the cause of bhoktrtva, the experience of mundane happiness 
and misery. Here, one should clearly understand that the living entity 
in his pure state is not the enjoyer of material happiness, nor does he 
experience distress. However, because the living entity is born from the 
marginal potency, when he identifies himself with the body, which is 
generated by contact with the external potency, an ego develops whereby 
he feels that he experiences material happiness and distress. 

In this regard, Tord Kapiladeva says in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (3.26.8): 

karya-karana-karttrtve 

karanam prakrtim viduh 
bhoktrtve sukha-duhkhanam 
purusam prakrteh param 
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O Mother, those who know the truth accept prakrti (material nature) 
to be the cause of kdrya (the body), karana (the senses) and karttrtva 
(the presiding deities of the senses, the demigods). 

Through his pure ego, the soul who is fixed in his constitutional 
position is related to Paramatma as His eternal servant, and therefore 
Paramatma dominates the soul’s existence. Thus the pure soul is 
above all material designations and unaffected by the transformations 
of material nature. Material nature predominates over the conditioned 
soul because he strongly identifies with the body, which is born from 
the transformation of material nature. Therefore, learned persons 
say that prakrti , material nature, is the cause of the operating agency, 
or the presiding deities of the senses ( karttrtva ). However, in terms 
of experiencing the results of action, such as happiness and distress, 
the purusa (living entity), who is different from material nature, is 
said to be the cause of that experience. Both the operating agent and 
experience, or perception, are subordinate to ego, yet material nature 
is the dominant factor in them because the body and so forth are the 
effect of inert matter. The experience of happiness and distress is not 
possible without consciousness; therefore, the conscious entity, who 
is under the control of material nature, is the dominant factor here. 
Ultimately, however, it should also be understood that the operating 
agency ( karttrtva ) of both material nature and the conscious living 
entity is under the control of the Supreme Lord (Isvara). Both mdya as 
well as the living entity are subordinate to His control. 

Verse 22 

WTI 

TOlffOT II ^ II 

purusah prakrti-stho hi bhuhkte prakrti-jdn gunan 
karanam guna-sango ’sya sad-asad-yoni-janmasu 

purusah - the jiva; prakrti-sthah - being situated within material nature; 
hi - indeed; bhuhkte - enjoys; prakrti-jdn - born of material nature; 
gunan - the sense objects; karanam - the cause; guna-sangah - in 
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association with the binding qualities of nature; asya - of the jlva; sat- 
asat-yoni - higher or lower species; janmasu - taking births. 

Becoming situated within material nature, the living entity enjoys 
sense objects, which emanate from that nature. The cause of his 
birth in higher and lower species is his association with the three 
qualities of material nature, which bind him to material existence. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The living entity considers the qualities of material 
nature, such as karttrtva (the performer of action) and bhoktrtva (the 
experience of happiness and distress) to be his own, because of the false 
knowledge born of ignorance that has existed since time immemorial. 
This is the reason for his bondage to the material world. The jlva is 
situated within the body, which is the effect of prakrti, material nature, 
and he is fully absorbed in identifying the body as his own self. 
Due to his false ego, he considers experiences of the mind, such as 
lamentation, delusion and misery, which are generated by the modes of 
material nature, to be his own and suffers because of them. This is all 
because of guna-sangah, association with the modes of material nature. 
This means that his identification with the body, which is made of the 
material modes, is an assumption based on ignorance, because the jtva 
is in fact free from this association. 

Where does the living entity enjoy? Expecting this question, 
Sri Bhagavan says, “In the species that have higher consciousness 
such as saintly persons and demigods - satlsu - and in the species 
whose consciousness is low, such as animals and birds - asatlsu.” He 
takes birth and experiences happiness and distress according to his 
good and bad karma. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Having turned their faces away 
from Krsna, the living entities, who are marginal by nature, consider 
the body to be the self. They falsely see themselves to be the cause 
of the result of their activities and the enjoyers of inert matter. Thus 
they become bound to the material world and take birth in various 
species of life, thereby experiencing happiness and distress. Such living 
entities, who are deluded by maya, have fallen into the cycle of birth 
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and death. Consequently, they suffer worldly miseries, sometimes 
taking birth in the heavenly planets and sometimes in hell, some¬ 
times as kings and sometimes as subjects, sometimes as brdhmanas 
and sometimes as sudras, and sometimes as worms, demons, servants 
or masters. Sometimes they are happy and sometimes distressed. The 
consciousness of the living entity is atomic, and although he is a servant 
of Bhagavan, he becomes overpowered by the external energy, which is 
close by. This is because he harbours sensual material desires, which 
are the result of his aversion to Krsna. Just as the intelligence of a person 
who is possessed by a ghost becomes covered, similarly, the intelligence 
of the living entity who is overpowered by maya becomes covered. By 
the mercy of Bhagavan and His devotees, he attains saintly association 
(. sat-sanga ) and becomes free from the deluding external energy, or 
maya. Becoming situated in his own svarupa, he enjoys the bliss of 
service to Sri Bhagavan. 

krsna bhuli’ seijlva anadi-bahirmukha 
ataeva maya tare deya samsara-duhkha 

kabhu svarge uthaya kabhu narake dubaya 
dandya-jane raja yena nadlte cubaya 

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta ( Madhya-llla 20.117-118) 

Because he has forgotten Sri Krsna, the living entity has been 
absorbed in his attempts to enjoy the material energy since time 
immemorial. Therefore, Krsna’s deluding potency awards the living 
entity the various sufferings of material birth and death. Sometimes 
he is elevated to the heavenly planets, and at other times he is 
thrown into hell. This can be likened to a man the king punishes by 
tying him to a wooden plank and dunking him in a river. Sometimes 
he is immersed till he nearly drowns, and sometimes he is released 
to experience a few moments of so-called happiness. 

Verse 23 

^W^TTTTTTT xT *Rlf H'tVTT: I 

dTHR-HTTI d-RTTKl ^STTH^TTd: HT: II ^ II 
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upadrastanumanta ca bhartta bhokta mahesvarah 
paramatmeti capy ukto dehe ’smin purusah parah 

upadrasta - the witness; anumanta - the permitter; ca - and; bhartta - master; 
bhokta - enjoyer; maha-lsvarah - the Supreme Controller; parama-atma - 
the Supersoul; iti - that; ca api - and also; uktah - it is said; dehe - body; 
asmin - in this; purusah parah - a superior transcendental enjoyer. 

In this body, there exists another purusa apart from the individual 
living entity. He is known as the Supersoul and He is called the 
witness, the permitter, the supporter, the maintainer, the Supreme 
Controller, Paramatma and so forth. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: After explaining the conscious living entity, the 
jlvatma, Sri Bhagavan is now explaining Paramatma, the Supersoul, 
in this verse beginning with upadrasta. The verses from anadi mat- 
param brahma (Gita 13.13) to hrdi sarvasya visthitam (Gita 13.18), 
explain Paramatma in both a general and specific manner. One fact in 
particular should be understood: although Paramatma remains close 
to the jlvatma. He is still separate from him. To clarify this, it is stated 
that Paramatma is situated within the body. Para (another) refers to 
another purusa, or enjoyer, within this body. That purusa is Mahesvara 
(the Supreme Controller), or Paramatma. The very word ‘Paramatma’ 
establishes that He is superior to the a tma. The word pa ram a (supreme) 
only partially favours ekatma-vada, or the theory, that there is only one 
soul throughout the creation. In fact, the word parama refers to svamsa, 
a personal expansion of Krsna. This is given emphasis by stating that 
He is situated separately from the jiva although very close ( upa ) to him, 
and that He is the seer, or witness. Anumanta (the permitter) means 
that while residing close to the living entity, He is kind and facilitating. 
It is said in Gopala-tapanl Upanisad (Uttara 97) “safes! cetah kevalo 
nirgunas ca - that purusa is safes! (the witness), cetah (conscious), kevala 
(the undivided Reality) and nirguna (beyond the material modes).” 
Similarly, bharta means ‘supporter’ and bhokta means ‘protector’. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Paramatma, who is situated as 
the witness in this body, is different from the jiva. This Paramatma is not 
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a jlva. The monists, or advaitavadls, consider the jlvatma and Paramatma 
to be one, but it is clear from this verse that within each body, Paramatma, 
who is the witness and permitter, is different from the jlvatma. Because He 
is superior to the jlvatma, He is called Paramatma, or the superior atma. 
This Paramatma is a kala, a portion of a portion (an amsa of an athsa) of 
Svayam Bhagavan Sri Krsna. Without His permission, the jlvatma cannot 
do anything. There are unlimited jivatmas, and Paramatma eternally 
exists within each of them as their friend and supreme well-wisher. 
Although He lives with the living entity Paramatma is always the master 
of both the jtva and of the external potency, maya. 

Bhagavan has bestowed an invaluable treasure upon the living entity 
in the form of independence. By properly utilizing this independence, 
the living entity can very easily relish the nectar of loving service to 
Bhagavan in His eternal abode. But by misusing this independence, 
he becomes bound by maya, and while suffering from the threefold 
miseries, he is trapped in the cycle of birth and death. Therefore, how 
can a living entity who is overpowered by maya ever be Bhagavan, 
the master of maya? Such a conception is completely erroneous and 
opposed to the conclusions of all the scriptures. 

Paramatma is very clearly described in the Srutis as different from 
the jlvatma: nityo nityanam cetanas cetananam (Svetasvatara Upanisad 
6.13). He is the Supreme Eternal among all eternals. That is, He is the 
topmost eternal being. And among all conscious beings, it is He who 
bestows consciousness, the original consciousness. Moreover, it is said 
in the Svetasvatara Upanisad (4.6) and the Mundaka Upanisad (3.1.1): 

dva suparna sayuja sakhaya 
samanam vrksam parisasvajate 
tayor anyah pippalam svadv atty 
anasnann anyo ’bhicahasiti 

Ksirodakasayi-purusa and the living entity live together in this 
temporary material world (the body) just like two birds who are 
friends sitting in a pipala tree. One, the living entity, is tasting 
the fruits of the tree according to his actions, and the other, 
Paramatma, is the witness. He is not enjoying the fruits, but He is 
watching His friend. 
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Snmad-Bhagavatam (11.11.6) also states: 

suparnav etau sadrsau sakhayau 
yadrcchayaitau krta-nidau ca vrkse 
ekas tayoh khadati pippalannam 
anyo niranno ’pi balena bhuyan 

Two birds in the form of the living entity and Supreme Controller 
have a relationship, being equal in quality. That quality is con¬ 
sciousness. They are living in the nest (heart) of the tree (the body) 
by the will of providence. One bird (the living entity) is enjoying 
the fruits (karma) of that tree (the body). The other bird (Isvara, the 
Supreme Controller) is not enjoying the fruits. He is ever satisfied 
in eternal bliss, being happily situated due to the strength of His 
potencies such as jnarta. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “The living 
entity is My friend. He becomes inclined to Me when he becomes 
purely situated in his marginal nature. This marginal nature is his 
independence. The perfection of jaiva-dharma, the eternal occupation 
of the living entity, is to achieve pure love for Me by using his marginal 
(independent) nature. When the living entity misuses that independent 
nature, he enters the material field. I, as Paramatma, then become 
his companion. Therefore, I alone am the witness, the permitter, the 
supporter and protector, and the Supreme Controller of all the living 
entity’s actions. As Paramatma I am always present in the body as 
parama-purusa, the Supreme Person. I award the result of whatever 
karma is performed by him in his conditioned state.” 

Verse 24 

2T Tier ^rf ^ Vf: wi 

TTcfar H'tTHTHISFT H 

ya evam vetti purusam prakrtim ca gunaih saha 
sarvatha varttamano ’pi na sa bhuyo ’bhijayate 

yah - who; evam - in this manner; vetti - understands; purusam - the 
Supreme Person; prakrtim - material nature (maya); ca - and (the 
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living beings); gunaih - three binding influences of goodness, passion 
and ignorance; saha - together; sarvatha - in every way; varttamanah 
api - even though situated (within the material world); na - never; sah - 
he; bhuyah - again; abhijayate - takes birth. 

One who thus understands the Supersoul ( purusa-tattva ), the 
deluding potency with her three binding influences ( mayd-tattva), 
as well as the minute living beings ( jlva-tattva ), does not take birth 
again, even though presently situated within this material world. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan is explaining the result of this jnana. 
“Although overpowered by sleep and distraction of mind, those who 
know purusa (Paramatma), prakrti (the material energy) and jlva-sakti 
(understood by the word ca ) do not take birth again.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The sadhaka, or practitioner, 
becomes qualified to achieve liberation when he knows the fundamental 
principles of devotion ( bhakti-tattva ), the conscious living entity ( jiva- 
tattva) and the Supersoul ( paramatma-tattva ) and also their mutual 
relationships. Then, by the mercy of a bona fide spiritual master and 
the Vaisnavas, and by following the path of pure bhakti, he gradually 
attains the stages of faith (s raddha), strong, fixed faith ( nistha ), relish 
( ruci ), attachment ( asakti ), transcendental emotion ( bhava ), and finally 
pure love for Bhagavan ( bhagavat-prema) and enters His abode. It is 
certain that the living entity never fell from the eternal abode of the 
Lord and never will. The imaginary conception that the conditioned 
souls were first engaged in the service of Bhagavan in His abode and 
somehow or other fell to the material world is both illogical and against 
the conclusion of all scriptures. But say, for the sake of argument, that 
this theory is accepted, then the glories of bhakti and prema come into 
question if one falls from Sri Bhagavan’s abode into the material world, 
even after performing rigorous sadhana to attain it. The examples 
of King Citraketu and Jaya and Vijaya are not appropriate in this 
regard because they are eternal associates of Bhagavan. By the will of 
Bhagavan, they only descended into this material world for the welfare 
of the jivas and for the nourishment of Sri Bhagavan’s pastimes. It is 
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a grievous offence to consider them ordinary conditioned souls. Srila 
Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura explains this in Madhurya-kadambinl. 
The living entity who attains residence in the abode of Sri Bhagavan 
never returns to this material world, and if he ever does come here, 
it is as an associate of Bhagavan and by His will. He is not subject to 
material conditions. The Gita (15:6) states: 

na tad bhasayate suryo na sasahko na pavakah 
yad gatva na nivartante tad dhama paramam mama 

Neither the sun, moon nor fire can illuminate that supreme realm, 
attaining which surrendered persons do not return to this world. 
That abode of Mine is illuminating and self-effulgent. 

Verse 25 

«TT#TTTC#T WlfTl I 

dhyanenatmani pasyanti kecid atmanam atmana 
anye sankhyena yogena karma-yogena capare 

dhyanena - through meditation (upon Bhagavan); atmani - within their 
hearts; pasyanti - they behold; hecit - some (persons); atmanam - the 
Supersoul; atmanah - personally; anye - others (the jnanis); safdihyena - 
through the yoga of analyzing the elements of the material world; 
yogena - through the eightfold process of mystic yoga; karma-yogena - by 
unmotivated activity within karma-yoga', ca apare - and others. 

By meditating on the Supreme Person, the devotees see Him within 
their hearts. The jnams try to see Him by analytical philosophy, 
sankhya-yoga. The yogis meditate on Him as the Supersoul by the 
eightfold process of mystic yoga, and others attempt to perceive 
Him through the process of selflessly performing their prescribed 
duty and offering Him the results, niskama-karma-yoga. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan is explaining the various means 
to attain atma-jnana, knowledge of the self, in this verse beginning 
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with dhyanena and in the next. By dhyana, meditation on Bhagavan, 
some devotees see Him within their hearts. This will be explained 
in Gita 18.55 - bhaktya mam abhijanati. “But I am not visible to other 
types of worshippers. The word anye (others) indicates that the jncmls 
endeavour to see Me by sankhya, the analytical study of conscious 
and inert matter. The yogis endeavour to see Me by the eightfold yoga 
process, astanga-yoga, and the karma-yogis try to see Me by selflessly 
performing their prescribed duty, niskama-karma-yoga.” 

Here, sankhya-yoga, astanga-yoga and niskama-karma-yoga are not 
the direct causes of receiving darsana of Paramatma, because they 
are in the mode of goodness, and Paramatma is beyond the modes 
of nature. Srlmad-Bhagavatam (n.19.1) also states “ jnanam ca mayi 
sannyaset - one should surrender that knowledge to Me.” Furthermore 
“bhaktyaham ekaya grahyah - I am attained only by pure devotion” 
(n.14.21). It is clear from the above statements of Bhagavan that He is 
attained only by bhakti that is devoid of jnana. 

SArARTHA-VARSIN! PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In this verse, Bhagavan Sri 
Krsna is explaining how one can attain pure knowledge of the self 
( visuddha-atma-jnana ), which was described in the previous verse. 
Although the scriptures mention various processes such as sankhya- 
yoga, astanga-yoga and niskama-karma-yoga, one can only attain this 
pristinely pure jnana in a simple and natural way by bhakti-yoga. In 
the dialogue between Sri Krsna and Uddhava in Srlmad-Bhagavatam 
(n.14.21), Bhagavan Sri Krsna personally says, “ bhaktyaham ekaya 
grahyah - I can be attained only by bhakti.'’ Furthermore, He says in 
Srlmad-Bhagavatam (n.20.6-8): 

yogas trayo may a prokta nrnam sreyo-vidhitsaya 
jnanam karma ca bhaktis ca nopayo ’nyo ’sti kutracit 

nirvinnanam jnana-yogo nyasinam iha karmasu 
tesv anirvinna-cittanam karma-yogas tu kaminam 

yadrcchaya mat-kathadau jata-sraddhas tu yah puman 
na nirvinno nati-sakto bhakti-yogo ’sya siddhi-dah 

For the welfare of human beings, I have described three types of 
yoga: karma-yoga, jnana-yoga and bhakti-yoga. There is no other 
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way to achieve Me. Those who are completely detached from the 
material world become eligible to perform jhana-yoga , but those 
who are neither too detached from worldliness nor too attached to 
it, and who, by the will of providence, have faith in hearing about 
My pastimes, are qualified to engage in bhakti. By following the 
path of bhakti, they attain perfection very quickly. 

“Bhakti-yoga is the best of these three types of yoga. In fact, I am 
only fully attained by devotion. This is a very deep secret. ‘Na sadhayati 
mam yogo - I am not controlled by sankhya, etc.’ ( Srimad-Bhagavatam 
11.14.20). In other words, I do not become pleased by the processes 
of karma-yoga or jhana-yoga, nor by the chanting of mantras (japa ), 
the performance of austerities ( tapa ), fire-sacrifices ( yajha ), meditation 
upon the self and so forth. I am conquered only by bhakti." 

This is also confirmed in the Gita (6.47): 

yoginam api sarvesam mad-gatenantar-atmana 
sraddhavan bhajateyo mam sa meyuktatamo matah 

However, he who constantly worships Me with full faith, his mind 
undeviatingly attached to Me, is in My opinion the topmost of all 
yogis. 

Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Sri Krsna as saying, “O Arjuna, 
in regard to spiritual attainment, the conditioned souls are divided into 
two divisions: those averse to Me ( bahir-mukha ) and those inclined to 
Me ( antar-mukha ). Atheists, materialists, sceptics and moralists are 
counted among those averse to Me. An inquisitive and faithful person, 
a karma-yogi and a devotee are of the second type, as they are inclined 
toward Me. Devotees are the best of all because they take shelter of 
cit, the spiritual nature, which is beyond matter, and they meditate 
on Paramatma within the self. The sahkhya-yogis who search after 
Isvara (the Controller) are the next best. After deliberating on prakrti, 
material nature, which consists of twenty-four elements, they come 
to know that the twenty-fifth element, the jiva, is a pure conscious 
entity. They gradually engage in bhakti-yoga to Bhagavan, the twenty- 
sixth element. The karma-yogis are inferior to them. By the process of 
niskama-karma-yoga, selflessly performing their prescribed duty and 
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offering the results to Bhagavan, they attain the facility to deliberate 
on and worship Him.” 


Verse 26 

-c|lfdcKw^<=l ^fcTqTFT^TT: II ^ II 

anye tv evam ajdnantah srutvanyebhya upasate 
te ’pi catitaranty eva mrtyum sruti-parayanah 

anye - others; tu - but; evam - thus; ajdnantah - not knowing; srutva - after 
hearing; anyebhyah - from others (self-realized teachers); upasate - worship; 
te - they; api ca - also; atitaranti - transcend; eva - this is certain; mrtyum - 
death (in the form of material existence); sruti-parayanah - being devoted 
to hearing (the instruction of realized souls). 

Others, however, who are not conversant with this tattva, begin 
to worship the Supreme after hearing from realized persons, who 
teach by example. Thus, by dedication to the hearing process, 
they, too, gradually transcend this mortal world. This is certain. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The word anye means ‘those who hear the kathd 
(topics) related to Bhagavan here and there at different places’. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In this verse, Sri Bhagavan 
is explaining a very important process. “There are some people who 
are not atheists, nor are they sceptics, mayavadis or philosophers. They 
are only ordinary people in society, yet they are faithful because they 
have good past life impressions ( samskaras ). When, in the association 
of saintly devotees, they hear narrations of topics about Bhagavan and 
receive instructions from various preachers, they try to worship Me 
somehow or other. Later, when they have attained the association of 
pure devotees, they receive the opportunity to hear pure hari-katha, 
and by entering bhakti-tattva, they ultimately achieve Me.” 

No education about atma-jhana, the knowledge of the soul, is 
given in modern, so-called cultured society, but Bhagavad-gita and 
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Srlmad-Bhagavatam explain that the process of hearing about it is 
very powerful. Particularly in recent times, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu 
placed great emphasis on hearing and chanting hari-nama: Hare Krsna, 
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama 
Rama, Hare Hare. His prime teaching was that by the influence of 
hearing, chanting and remembering the holy name and the narrations 
of Bhagavan, one can very easily attain service to Bhagavan. The four¬ 
headed Brahma, Sri Narada Gosvami, Sri Vedavyasa, Sri Sukadeva 
Gosvami, King Pariksit and Prahlada Maharaja all attained direct 
darsana of Bhagavan by following that process. 

Srila Haridasa Thakura was one of the associates of Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu. Although he was born in a Yavana family, he used to 
chant 300,000 names of Sri Hari every day. All types of people, both 
rich and poor, had great regard for him. Seeing this, Ramacandra Khan, 
a famous landlord of that area, became envious of him. To defame 
Haridasa, he lured a beautiful young prostitute by promising her 
great wealth, and one moonlit night he sent her to Haridasa Thakura. 
Sitting in a solitary place on the bank of Bhagavati Gariga, Haridasa 
Thakura, while keeping count of the mantras he had chanted, loudly 
and attentively chanted the Hare Krsna mahd-mantra. Hare Krsna Hare 
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, 
Hare Hare. The Tulasi plant graced a nearby platform. 

The prostitute approached him, and with various bodily postures 
she expressed her mind, but this had not even the slightest influence on 
Haridasa Thakura. Finally, she openly propositioned him. He replied, 
“I have taken a vow to chant ten million names of Hari. 1 will fulfil all 
your desires very shortly, as soon as I have completed this amount.” 

Hearing this assurance, the prostitute sat there for the entire night, 
waiting for him to complete his chanting. In the morning, she returned 
to her house out of fear of being seen. The next night, she came back 
and resumed her position. Haridasa Thakura again told her that he was 
just about to complete his chanting. That night passed like the previous 
one. When she arrived on the third night, Haridasa Thakura again 
started chanting loudly. Just see! The effect of hearing the holy name 
from the mouth of a pure devotee was so wonderful that it changed 
the heart of that prostitute. She fell at his feet crying and asked to be 
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forgiven. Haridasa Thakura was very pleased and said, “I would have 
gone elsewhere the very first day you came, but I remained here only for 
your sake. That your heart has changed is a matter of great pleasure for 
me. This is the unfailing glory of hearing and chanting the holy name. 
Now you should fearlessly remain in this asrama and continuously 
chant the name of Hari. You should render service to Tulasi-devi and 
Bhagavati Ganga (the Ganges).” 

She followed these instructions and her life changed completely. Even 
great devotees started coming to her asrama to have darsana of her, a 
topmost Vaisnavi. Remaining humble, lowly and without possessions, 
she performed bhajana of Hari and was delivered to the abode of 
Bhagavan within a very short time. In this way, even an ordinary person 
can attain Bhagavan by hearing and chanting. 

Verse 27 

^d^lhld^ mcT^h-T II ^9 II 

yavat samjayate kincit sattvam sthavara-jangamam 
ksetra-ksetrajnasamyogat tad viddhi bharatarsabha 

yavat - as many as; samjayate - are produced; kincit - any; sattvam - 
being; sthavara - non-moving \ jangamam - moving; ksetra - of the field; 
ksetra-jna - the knower of the field; samyogat - from the combination; tat - 
this; viddhi - try to understand; bharata-rsabha - O best amongst the 
lineage of Bharata. 

O best amongst the descendants of Bharata, know that whatever 
moving and non-moving beings take birth within this material 
nature, all are produced from the combination of ksetra - the field 
of the body, and ksetra-jna - the knower of the field. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The subject matter that was described earlier is 
being explained in detail from now until the end of this chapter. Yavat 
means ‘either low or high’, and sattvam means ‘living beings’. All are 
born from the combination of ksetra and ksetra-jha. 
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Verse 28 

TFT TT% FTfa fcT^rf FT^RFTI 

TT: WllcT TT wrfcTII^II 

samam sarvesu bhutesu tisthantam paramesvaram 
vinasyatsv avinasyantam yah pasyati sa pasyati 

samam - equally; sarvesu - in all; bhutesu - beings; tisthantam - situated; 
parama-isvaram - the Supreme Person; vinasyatsu - among the perishable; 
avinasyantam - imperishable; yah - who; pasyati - sees; sah - he; 
pasyati - sees. 

Only one who sees the Supreme Controller, who is equally disposed 
toward all beings, as the imperishable Lord situated within the 
perishable material elements actually sees. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan says, “Understand that Paramatma 
is situated in all perishable bodies. Those who see in this way are real 
jnanis.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Those who are jnanis in the 
real sense simultaneously experience the body, the embodied soul 
(the atma ) and Paramatma, who is the friend of the atma, by the 
influence of associating with a self-realized soul, who has seen 
the Truth. On the contrary, those who are bereft of such saintly 
association are truly ignorant. They can only see the perishable body 
and consider it to be their self. When the body is destroyed, they think 
that everything is lost. A jhani, however, experiences the existence of 
the atma and Paramatma even after the body is destroyed. When one 
body is destroyed, the atma enters another body along with the senses 
and subtle body. His friend, Paramatma, also remains with the jivatma 
as a witness. Those who actually understand this are indeed jhanis. 

Verse 29 

TFT WFT % Tfcfr TTH^TcFT^TTTI 
H ^HTrdld-HIrHH Heft ^TlfcT FT! FfcFTII^II 
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samam pasyan hi sarvatra samavasthitam 1 svaram 
na hinasty atmanatmanam tato yati param gatim 

samam - equally; pasyan - observing; hi - because; sarvatra - everywhere 
(in all living entities); samavasthitam - completely situated; I svaram - the 
Lord, Isvara; na hinasti - does not degrade; atmana - through his mind; 
atmanam - himself; tatah - thus; yati - he attains; param - the supreme; 
gatim - destination. 

Because he perceives the Supersoul to be equally dwelling every¬ 
where in all living beings, he does not degrade himself by his 
mind. Thus he attains the supreme destination. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Atmana means ‘the mind, which leads one to 
degradation’. Atmanam means ‘the living entity’ and na hinasti means 
‘it does not lead to degradation’. They do not degrade themselves 
through the degrading mind. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The conditioned soul is 
bound by the various modes and actions of material nature, and 
for this reason he is put into various situations. But Paramesvara, 
situated in the hearts of different jivas, exists everywhere equally. 
Those who understand this finally achieve the supreme destination. 
On the contrary, those whose minds do not meditate on the opulences, 
qualities and glories of Bhagavan remain bound in sense gratification. 
Being the killer of their own soul, they fall down. This is also described 
in Srimad-Bhagavatam (n.20.17): 

nr-deham adyam su-labham su-durlabham 
plavam su-kalpam guru-karnadharam 
mayanukulena nabhasvateritam 

puman bhavabdhim na taret sa atma-ha 

O Uddhava, this human body is the basis of the attainment of all 
auspicious results, and although it is very rare, it has been obtained 
easily. It is like a strong boat in which to cross the ocean of material 
existence. Simply accepting the shelter of the spiritual master, who 
becomes the captain and navigator of this boat, and being blown 
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by the favourable winds of remembrance of Me, it is propelled 
towards its destination. After acquiring this human body, a person 
who does not endeavour to cross this ocean of material existence, 
even after receiving so much facility, is certainly considered to be 
the killer of his own soul. 


Verse 30 

xT cjvf#T fsFqwnft I 

^T: WllcT cTTTrRRWrTfT TT wrfcTll^o|| 

prakrtyaiva ca karmani kriyamanani sarvasah 
yah pasyati tathatmanam akarttaram sa pasyati 

prakrtya-by material nature; eva-actually; ca-also; karmani- activities; 
kriyamanani - performed; sarvasah - in every way; yah - who; pasyati - 
sees; tatha - and; atmanam - himself; akarttaram - a non-doer; sah - he; 
pasyati - actually sees. 

One who perceives material nature to be the sole executor of all 
the functions of material activity and sees himself, the soul, to be 
inactive in this regard, actually sees. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Prakrtyaiva means that prakrti transformed into 
the body and senses performs all work. The vision of those jivas who 
identify the self with the inert body and thus think that they are the 
doers is not real. They are in ignorance. But he who sees that he is not 
the doer of action, actually sees. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The conditioned soul is 
impelled by the actions and modes of material nature because of the 
false ego, which makes him think that he is the doer of material actions. 
But in the true sense, he is not the doer. Bhagavan has explained this 
earlier. Paramesvara is also not the doer, although He is situated in 
the hearts of all beings as the indwelling witness and He who gives 
inspiration. What to speak of Paramesvara, even the jivatma in the 
pure state does not have the ego of being the doer of material actions, 
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which are performed by the material senses. Those who know this are 
really in knowledge. It is also said in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.28.15): 

soha-harsa-bhaya-krodha-lobha-moha-sprhadayah 
ahankarasya drsyante janma-mrtyus ca natmanah 

O Uddhava, the material ego is the only cause of lamentation, 
happiness, fear, anger, greed, delusion, desire, birth and death. 
The pure soul has no connection with them. 

It is also seen in the Tantra-bhagavata, “ahankarat tu samsaro bhavet 
jlvasya na svatah - It is only due to material ego that this material 
existence in the form of birth and death occurs for the jlvas. The pure 
jlvas have no relationship with such material ego.” However, in the jlva’s 
pure state, he has the ego of being a servant of Krsna, possessing a 
human-like spiritual body, with a name, form, qualities and activities 
that are all transcendental. He is not formless or without qualities. 


Verse 31 



HcT TTcr xT TTTHK cT^TII^II 

yada bhuta-prthag-bhavam elca-stham anupasyati 
tata eva ca vistaram brahma sampadyate tada 

yada - when; bhuta - the living beings; prthag-bhavam - diverse nature; 
eka-stham - situated in one nature, para-prakrti, the transcendental 
potency; anupasyati - he sees by following the guidance of previous 
authorities; tatah - thereafter; eva - certainly; ca - and; vistaram - born 
from; brahma - (realization of) spiritual transcendence; sampadyate - he 
attains; tada - at that time. 

When he sees that the diverse natures of all moving and non¬ 
moving beings are situated within one transcendental energy 
( para-prakrti ), and when he understands all of them to be born 
from that same energy, he attains realization of transcendence. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: During annihilation, all moving and non-moving 
beings of various shapes merge into the one material nature, and later, 
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at the time of creation, they again manifest from that same materiai 
nature. Those who truiy perceive this attain the state of brahma. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Only because a person identifies 
himself with the body does he see the various forms, or bodies, of others 
as demigods, human beings, dogs, cats, sudras, Hindus, Muslims and so 
on. The cause of this mundane differentiation is ignorance, whereby a 
person falsely identifies himself with the body. Due to this ignorance, one 
forgets Bhagavan. When remembrance of Bhagavan awakens within him 
by the influence of the association of pure Vaisnavas, all his ignorance is 
dispelled and his conceptions regarding material differences are removed. 
At that time, he becomes situated in brahma, which is endowed with eight 
qualities. He perceives everything equally at all times and ultimately he 
attains that topmost bhakti. Sometimes in the scriptures, an individual 
soul endowed with these eight special qualities has been called brahma or 
brahma-bhuta. These eight qualities are given as follows: 

ya atmapahata-papna vijaro 

vimrtyur visoho vijighitso ’pipasah 
satya-kamah satya-sarikalpah 
so ’nvestavyah sa vijijnasitavyah 

One should search for and know the soul who is completely free 
from (1) the miseries arising from desires for sense objects, (2) 
miseries such as old age, (3) death, (4) lamentation, (5) an enjoying 
propensity and (6) mundane aspirations. That soul is (7) endowed 
with pure aspirations ( satya-kama ), and (8) able to attain whatever 
he desires ( satya-sankalpa ). 

This is also explained in the Gita (18.54), “brahma-bhutah prasannatma - 
ultimately, one who is a brahma-bhutatma, situated transcendentally, 
beyond the contamination of the three modes of nature, achieves 
supreme bhakti." The living entity’s ultimate objective is to achieve 
supreme devotion, or para-bhakti. It is improper to say, “Parambrahma 
achieves para-bhakti ,” because para-bhakti means ‘to render service to 
the feet of Parambrahma’. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying: “When a man of 
true wisdom sees that during annihilation, all moving and non-moving 

733 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Srimad Bhagavad-gita 


Chapter 13 


living entities of various shapes are situated in prakrti only, and that 
at the time of creation, those varieties again manifest from the same 
prakrti, he becomes free from the tendency to differentiate between 
material designations. He then realizes his real spiritual identity and 
his relationship with brahma (the Absolute Reality). Now 1 will explain 
how the living entity, having acquired this knowledge of qualitative 
oneness, perceives Paramatma, who is present as the witness.” 

Verse 32 

anaditvan nirgunatvat paramatmayam avyayah 

sarira-stho ’pi kaunteya na karoti na lipyate 

anaditvat - because He is without beginning; nirgunatvat - because He 
is free from the three binding forces of material nature; parama-atma - 
Supreme Soul; ay am - this; avyayah - imperishable; sarira-sthah - situated 
in the body; api - although; kaunteya - O son of Kunti; na karoti - does 
not perform fruitive activity; na lipyate - is unaffected by the fruits of His 
activities. 

O son of Kunti, because He is without beginning and free from the 
influence of the three modes of material nature, this imperishable 
Supreme Soul, though situated in the body, neither performs fruitive 
activity nor becomes affected by the results of His activities. 

SARARTHA-VARSINi: Sri Bhagavan said in Gita 13.22, “ kdranam guna- 
sahgo ’sya sad-asad-yoni-janmasu - the jivatmd and Paramatma equally 
reside in the body, yet only the jivatma becomes materially conditioned 
by his implication in the material modes of nature; Paramatma does 
not.” Someone may raise the question, “How is that?” For this reason, Sri 
Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with anaditvan. That which has no 
cause, or origin, is anadi. When a word ending in the fifth case (ablative) 
is used with the word anuttama, it will read paramottama (higher than 
all, supreme). In the same way, here the word anadi means ‘the supreme 
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cause’. Since, in the original verse, anaditvat is used in the fifth case, the 
meaning is ‘He is the Supreme Cause’. Nirgunatvat means ‘He who is free 
from the modes’ or ‘from whom all qualities such as creation emanate’. 
He is that Reality. Therefore, Paramatma is distinct from the jlvatma and 
is imperishable; His knowledge and bliss never diminish. Sarira-stho ’pi 
means that although He is situated in the body, He does not accept the 
characteristics of the body, and na karoti means that unlike the jiva, He 
does not become the doer or the enjoyer, nor does He become affected 
by the qualities of the material body. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Being avyaya (imperishable), 
anadi (beginningless) and nirguna (free from the modes), Paramatma, 
unlike the jtva, does not become affected by the characteristics of the 
body even though He resides in the body. When the pure jlva attains 
the state of brahma , which is completely free from material vision 
( brahma-bhuta ), he understands that the complete ksetra-jna - the 
indwelling Paramesvara - is not at all tainted by material qualities. 
He, the jtva, then becomes totally aloof from the qualities of the body 
also, although he resides within it. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “When the 
jivas have attained brahma realization, they can see that Paramatma is 
imperishable, beginningless and transcendental. Although He exists 
in the body along with the jlvatma, He does not become affected by the 
qualities of the body like the conditioned soul does. 

“The jivas who have attained the state of brahma no longer become 
implicated in material affairs. They take shelter of this knowledge 
(of the qualities of Paramatma) and remain untouched, unlike the 
conditioned souls. Hear from Me how the jtva who is not implicated 
in material qualities uses this body.” 

Verse 33 

^rr -Hcfjid Tfr^TT^m i 

^icir^Tcfr cTTTvHT 

yatha sarva-gatam sauksmyad akdsarh nopalipyate 
sarvatravasthito dehe tathatma nopalipyate 
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yatha - just as; sarva-gatam - the all-pervading; sauksmyat - due to its 
subtle nature; akasam - sky; na upalipyate - is untouched; sarvatra - 
throughout; avasthitah - situated; dehe - the material body; tatha - in the 
same way; atma - the Supersoul; na upalipyate - is unaffected. 

Just as the all-pervading sky does not mix with anything due to its 
subtle nature, in the same way, the Supersoul is unaffected by the 
qualities or faults of the material body, even though He pervades it. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Here, Sri Bhagavan speaks the verse beginning 
with yatha sarva-gatam, in which He gives an example. The sky 
pervades mud and other material objects due to its subtle nature, yet 
it does not become contaminated or mixed with them. Similarly, the 
liberated soul who has attained the nature of brahma does not become 
influenced by the qualities and defects related to the material body, 
although residing within it. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The sky, although all-pervasive, 
remains free from any contaminating association or influence, and is 
thus always aloof. Similarly, the pure living entity who has attained the 
state of brahma also does not become influenced by the qualities of the 
body even though he resides within it. He always remains unaffected. 

Verse 34 

^RTT •g^rcrqc^: fwFT <rt|cbpHH Tfo: I 

aMt cTTT fwFT WimfcT ■RKcTII^II 

yatha prakasayaty ekah krtsnam lokam imam ravih 
ksetram ksetri tatha krtsnam prakasayati bharata 

yatha - just as; prakasayati - illuminates; ekah - the one; krtsnam - entire; 
lokam - universe; imam - this; ravih - sun; ksetram - field (body); ksetri - 
the Supersoul within the field (of the body); tatha - so; krtsnam - the 
entire; prakasayati - illuminates; bharata - O scion of Bharata. 

O Bharata, just as one sun illuminates the whole universe, in the same 
way, the Supersoul illuminates the entire body with consciousness. 
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SARARTHA-VARSINI: How does an illuminating object remain unaffected 
by the qualities of the object it illuminates? To explain this with an 
example, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with the word yatha. 

The sun is the illuminator, yet it is not affected by the qualities of the 
objects it illuminates. Similarly, ksetrl (Paramatma) does not become 
affected by the qualities of ksetra (the body). It is also said in Katha 
Upanisad (2.2.11): 

suryo yatha sarva-lokasya caksur 
na lipyate caksusair bahya-dosaih 
ekas tatha sarva-bhutantaratma 
na lipyate loka-duhkhena bahyah 

The sun, like the eye of all beings, does not become affected by the 
defects in another’s eye or the defects in that which is perceived 
by the eye. In the same way, the one Paramatma is not subject to 
the happiness or misery of anybody, even though He is situated in 
all beings. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Just as the one sun illuminates 
the whole universe, even though it is situated in the one place, in the 
same way, the atma, which is situated in one part of the body, illuminates 
the entire body with consciousness. Brahma-sutra (2.3.25) also says 
“gunad va lokavat - although the individual soul is atomic, it pervades 
the whole body by its quality of consciousness.” 

In this verse, Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura translates the 
word ksetri as Paramatma, because Paramatma is the complete ksetra- 
jna and the jiva is the partial ksetra-jna. The conscious jtva is ksetra-jna 
of a particular body, but Paranresvara is the complete ksetra-jiia of all 
bodies, simultaneously. 


Verse 35 

^TFT^gWTI 

xf ^ Wc^lKI ^ WTII^II 

ksetra-ksetrajnayor evam antaram jhdna-caksusd 
bhuta-prakrti-moksam ca ye vidur ycinti te param 
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ksetra-ksetrajnayoh - the field and the knower of the field; evam - in 
this way; antaram - the difference between; jnana-caksusa - with the 
eye of transcendental knowledge; bhuta - of the living beings; prakrti- 
moksam - liberation from material nature; ca - and; ye - who; viduh - 
comprehend; yanti - attain; te - they; param - the Lord’s supreme abode. 

Those who see through the eye of spiritual knowledge and thus 
become conversant with the differences between the field and the 
knower of the field and with the means by which the minute living 
entity attains deliverance from the bondage of material nature, 
attain Sri Bhagavan’s supreme abode. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Now Sri Bhagavan is concluding this chapter. 
Those who know ksetra and ksetra-jna, the jlvatma and Paramatma, 
and processes such as dhyana (meditation) by which the living 
entities achieve liberation from material nature, attain the supreme 
destination. Of the two ksetra-jnas, it is the jlvatma who becomes 
bound when he enjoys the qualities (fruits) of the material body, but 
he becomes liberated by the awakening of this knowledge. This is the 
subject explained in the Thirteenth Chapter. 

Thus ends the bhavanuvada of Srlla Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura’s 
Sdrartha-varsinl-tlka (the commentary that gives pleasure 
to the devotees and is accepted by all saintly persons) 
on the Thirteenth Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-glta. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In concluding the subject of 
the ksetra and kseta-jna, Sri Bhagavan says that an intelligent person 
should properly understand the distinguishing characteristics of the 
body and the knowers of the body: the partial ksetra-jna (the soul) and 
the complete ksetra-jna and friend of the soul (the Supersoul). Those 
who realize this attain the supreme destination. 

From the beginning, faithful people should associate with realized 
devotees (tattva-darsls). By hearing extremely powerful hari-kathd in 
their association, they can easily attain knowledge of bhagavat-tattva, 
jlva-tattva, maya-tattvaand bhakti-tattva. Then, when their identification 
with the material body is removed, they attain the supreme destination. 
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Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura says, “All activities of material nature 
constitute ksetra. There are two types of tattva, paramatma-tattva and 
atma-tattva, and both are ksetra-jna. According to the process described 
in this chapter, those who understand the difference between ksetra 
and ksetra-jna with the eye of spiritual knowledge, which is attained 
by following the process that delivers all living entities from mundane 
activities, very easily understand the Supreme Truth Sri Bhagavan, 
who is beyond both ksetra and ksetra-jna.” 

Thus ends the Sarartha-varsin 1 Prakdsika-vrtti, 
by Sri Srlmad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja, 
on the Thirteenth Chapter of Srlmad Bhagavad-glta. 
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G u n a-Tm ija-Vibfiatja-Yoija 

Yoga Through Transcending 
the Three Modes of Material Nature 


Verse i 


wt : strri wtwrt 1 

^TTrcTT t=FR: TF? W hlfefHdi RrTT: II \ II 
srl bhagavan uvaca - 

param bhuyah pravaksyami jndnanam jnanam uttamam 
yaj jhatva munayah sarve param siddhim ito gatah 

srl bhagavan uvaca - the all-opulent Supreme Lord said; param - the 
best; bhuyah - further; pravaksyami - I shall enunciate; jnananam - 
amongst all forms of transcendental knowledge; jnanam - instructions 
on transcendental knowledge; uttamam - the best; yat - which; jnatva - 
having understood; munayah - the sages; sarve - all; param - supreme; 
siddhim - liberation; itah - from this (bondage to bodily identification); 
gatah - have attained. 

Sri Bhagavan said: I shall impart to you further knowledge which 
transcends all other knowledge. The sages who have understood 
and followed these instructions have all attained ultimate 
liberation from bondage to the body. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The three modes of nature are indeed the cause 
of bondage. This is inferred by their result. And bhakti causes the 
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symptoms that destroy the three modes. This is being explained in 
the Fourteenth Chapter. 

In the previous chapter it was stated, “karanam guna-sango ’sya 
sad-asad-yoni-janmasu - the living entity’s attachment to the modes 
of material nature is the cause of his taking birth in auspicious and 
inauspicious species” (Gita 13.22). What are the gunas, the binding 
modes of material nature? How is one associated with them? What is 
the result of this association? What are the symptoms of a person who 
is influenced by the gunas, and how can he become free from them? 
Expecting these questions, Sri Bhagavan is making a declaration in 
this verse beginning with paratn bhuyah. In this way, He introduces the 
subjects that He will later elaborate on. The word jnanam means ‘that by 
which something is known’, or ‘instruction’, and param means ‘the best’. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: It is clearly described in the 
Thirteenth Chapter that in saintly association, even an ordinary 
person can become liberated from the bondage of material existence 
by knowing the fundamental truth ( tattva ) about the body and they 
who reside within the body, the jtva and Paramatma. The living entity 
has become bound to this material world only by his association with 
the modes of material nature. In this chapter, Bhagavan Sri Krsna 
extensively explains to His devotee Arjuna what the gunas are, how 
they function, how they bind the living entity, and how the living entity 
can attain the supreme destination by becoming free from them. With 
this knowledge, many saintly persons (rsis and munis ) have attained 
perfection and reached the supreme destination. Even ordinary people 
have become transcendental to the modes of nature upon acquiring this 
knowledge, and they have attained the supreme status. 


Verse 2 


idam jnanam upasritya mama sadharmyam agatah 
sarge ’pi nopajayante pralaye na vyathanti ca 
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idam - this; jnanam - knowledge; upasritya - taking refuge in; mama - 
Mine; sadharmyam - a similar nature; agatah - attained; sarge - at the time 
of creation; api - even; na upajayante - they do not take birth; pralaye - at 
the time of devastation; na vyathanti - they are undisturbed (do not enter 
the cycle of repeated birth and death); ca - and. 

Taking refuge of this knowledge, the sages attain a transcendental 
nature similar to Mine. Thus they do not take birth again, even 
at the time of creation, nor do they experience death at the time 
of devastation. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The word sadharmyam means ‘the liberation of 
attaining a transcendental form like that of Sri Bhagavan’. Na vyathanti 
means ‘they do not experience misery’. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Upon acquiring transcendental 
knowledge of the self, the living entity who practises sadhana acquires 
qualities similar to those of Bhagavan. This means that many of his 
qualities become partially equal to the qualities of Bhagavan. Even after 
he attains liberation and becomes free from the cycle of birth and death, 
his individual existence as an eternal associate of Sri Bhagavan continues, 
and having become established in his svarupa, his eternal nature and 
form, he remains eternally engaged in loving service to Sri Bhagavan's 
lotus feet. Thus, even after attaining liberation, the devotees do not give 
up their svarupa, or their natural inclination to serve. 

The essence of all Bhagavan Sri Krsna’s instructions is that the jivatmd 
does not completely become one with Paramatma by merging with 
Him. Rather, the living entity’s pure spiritual form continues to exist 
separately from that of Sri Bhagavan, and in this pure form he remains 
engaged in love-filled service to Him. Great realized personalities, like 
Srlla Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura and Srila Sridhara SvamI, have 
accepted the meaning of sadharmya here as sarupya-mukti, attaining 
a form similar to the Lord’s. In the fourth prameya of Srila Baladeva 
Vidyabhusana’s commentary on Prameya-ratnaval I, he has commented 
on the use of the word samya in the Mundaka Upanisad (3.1.3) and 
on sadharmya in the present verse. He writes that these two words 
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should be understood to mean that even in the liberated state, there 
is a difference between the jlva and Is vara. He explains that the use 
of aiva in the verse brahma-vid brahmaiva bhavati means ‘like brahma'. 
The word eva has been used in the sense of similarity. Therefore, 
brahmaiva means ‘to acquire qualities like those of Bhagavan’, that is, 
freedom from birth and death. The living entity, however, can never 
carry out such functions as the act of creation. 

Sri Baladeva Vidyabhusana comments on the present verse as follows: 
“When the faithful living entity through his practice of bhakti acquires 
the above-stated transcendental knowledge by worshipping the spiritual 
master, he partially attains eight of Bhagavan’s eternal qualities and 
becomes free from birth and death. The Srutis state that the jivas retain 
their individuality even in the stage of liberation; they never merge. 
In other words, more than one living entity is seen there. Tad visnoh 
paramam padam sada pasyanti surayah. “Liberated persons, those who 
have attained the stage of mukti, constantly see the supreme abode of 
Sri Visnu.” The word samya is also seen in the Mundaka Sruti, “yada 
pasyah pasyate rukma-varnam... niranjanah paramam samyam upaiti - 
one who sees that golden-coloured Supreme Lord is liberated,'’ and 
also in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.5.48), u tat-sdmyam apuh - they achieve a 
position on the same level as Him (in His eternal spiritual abode).” 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, u Jnana is 
generally materially tinged, or saguna. Juana that is materially 
untainted, or nirguna, is called uttama-jnana, the topmost knowledge. 
By taking shelter of this nirguna-jnana , the jtva attains My sadharmya, 
qualities similar to Mine. Less intelligent persons think that by 
giving up material qualities, material form and material existence, 
the living entity himself becomes bereft of all qualities, form and 
existence. They are not aware that, just as all objects in the material 
world are distinguished from each other by their unique attributes, 
similarly, the purest unique attributes, visuddha-visesa, are situated 
in My eternal, spiritual abode of Vaikuntha, which transcends this 
material nature. That visuddha-visesa makes an eternal display of 
My transcendental form and existence, which is called My nirguna- 
sadharmya. With knowledge that is beyond the modes of nature, 
one initially transcends the material varieties within the material 
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world and attains the featureless aspect of the Absolute Truth, or 
nirguna-brahma. Thereafter, transcendental qualities manifest and 
the jiva never takes birth again in the material world. Even upon the 
dissolution of the material world, the soul is never destroyed.” 

Verse 3 

WJ ^4^*1 rIK-HH 

TFqcf: TF^qcTHT TTrft ^RcTII^II 

mama yonir mahad brahma tasmin garbham dadhamy aham 
sambhavah sarva-bhutanam tato bhavati bharata 

mama - My; yonih - womb; mahat - great; brahma - spirit (in the form of 
material nature); tasmin - in that (womb); garbham - an embryo (in the 
form of the hosts of conscious beings); dadhami - impregnate; aham - I; 
sambhavah - birth; sarva-bhutanam - of all living entities; tatah -thereby; 
bhavati - comes about; bharata - O descendant of Bharata. 

O descendant of Bharata, the immense sum-total of the material 
reality ( brahma) is My womb, which I impregnate with the seeds 
of the living entities, who are marginal by nature. It is from here 
that all souls take birth. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The cause of material bondage is association 
with the gunas, the three binding qualities of material nature, which 
is the consequence of ignorance since time immemorial. To explain 
this, Sri Bhagavan is describing how ksetra (literally, ‘the field’, the 
material body) and ksetra-jha (the knower of the field) are born. 
“ Mahat-brahma is My, Paramesvara’s, womb.” That which cannot be 
divided by time and place and whose limit cannot be ascertained is 
called mahat (great). Here brahma refers to prakrti, or material nature, 
because the creation is an expansion of brahma. In this way, the word 
mahad-brahma is formed. 

In the Srutis, the word brahma is also sometimes used for prakrti. 
Dadhami means ‘I place the seed in the form of the jtva in that prakrti, 
thereby impregnating it’. Itas tv anyam prakrtim viddhi me param 
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jlva-bhutam (Gita 7.5). This statement mentions that the source of 
the conscious entities, the jiva-prakrti, is the marginal potency, the 
tatasthd-sakti, and because it is the life of all beings, the word garbha 
(conception) has been used. Tatah means, ‘All living entities (sarva- 
bhutanam) beginning from Lord Brahma are born as a result of My 
impregnating material nature ( prakrti ).’ 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In this material world, 
everything happens by the combination of ksetra (the body) and 
ksetra-jna (the living entity). 

This combination of prakrti (material nature) and purusa (the 
living entity) happens only by the will of the Lord. The scorpion lays 
eggs in a pile of rice. People say that scorpions are born from rice, 
but in fact, rice is not the cause of the scorpions’ birth. Scorpions 
are actually born from eggs. In the same way, the birth of the living 
entity is not caused by material nature. Bhagavan places the living 
entity, the seed, in the womb of material nature, but people think 
that the jtva is born from material nature. Every living entity gets a 
different type of body according to his past actions. Prakrti simply 
creates various material bodies under the supervision of Bhagavan. 
The jivas who identify themselves with their body enjoy happiness 
or undergo misery according to their previous activities. It should be 
clearly understood that Paramesvara is the original cause of both the 
living entities and the universe. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “The 
origin of material nature is the universal womb. I impregnate that 
universal womb, and all beings are born from that. The material 
aspect of My para-prakrti (transcendental nature) is brahma 
(material nature), into which I place the seeds of the tatastha-jivas. 
Indeed, all the living entities beginning from Lord Brahma are 
born in this way.” 


Verse 4 

-HcfdIHN TTcfc: TFqcfPvT 'TT: I 

cTRTT WT facTT imi 
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sarva-yonisu kaunteya murtayah sambhavanti yah 
tasam brahma mahad yonir aham blja-pradah pita 

sarva-yonisu - all species of life; kaunteya - O son of Kunti; murtayah - 
all life-forms; sambhavanti - born; yah - which; tasam - of those; brahma 
mahat - immense material nature; yonih - the womb, the place of origin; 
aham - I; blja-pradah - the seed-giving; pita - father. 

O son of Kunti, the mahad-brahma - immense material nature - is 
the mother from whose womb all species of life, such as demigods 
and animals, are born, and I am the seed-giving father. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “It is not only at the time of creation that prakrti 
is the mother of all beings and I am the father; prakrti is always the 
mother and I am always the father. Mahad-brahma (prakrti) is the 
womb, or birth-giving mother, of all varieties of bodies, moving and 
non-moving, from demigods to grass and creepers. And I am the seed- 
giver, the father who impregnates.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In this verse, it is clearly 
stated that Bhagavan Sri Krsna is the primeval father of all living 
entities. All the jivas in this material world are born from the mother - 
material nature, or prakrti - through the seed-giving father, Bhagavan. 
Living entities reside everywhere: inside the earth and outside it, 
in the water and in the sky, in the seven lower planetary systems 
and in the seven upper, in Vaikuntha, in Goloka and also in other 
abodes. The souls in Vaikuntha are the associates of Bhagavan and 
are liberated. The souls within this universe who are conditioned 
remain in various situations and various states of consciousness, such 
as covered ( acchadita ), contracted ( sahkucita ), budding (mukulita), 
blooming ( vikasita) and completely blossoming (purna-vikasita). 

Verse 5 

Tfr^T T^lTrR #T W: ^frTTF^l: I 
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sattvam rajas tama iti gunah prakrti-sambhavah 
nibadhnanti maha-baho dehe dehinam avyayam 

sattvam - goodness; rajah - passion; tamah - ignorance; iti - thus; gunah - 
the three binding influences of material nature; prakrti-sambhavah - born 
of material nature; nibadhnanti - they bind; maha-baho - O mighty-armed; 
dehe - within the body; dehinam - embodied soul; avyayam - beyond 
transformation. 

O mighty-armed Arjuna, the three qualities born of material 
nature - goodness, passion and ignorance - bind the immutable 
living entity who dwells within the body. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: After explaining how all living entities are born 
from prakrti (material nature) and purusa (the Supreme Lord), Sri 
Bhagavan is now explaining what the binding qualities are and how 
the living entities become bound by contact with them. Sri Bhagavan 
is saying dehe, meaning that the living entity who identifies himself as 
one with the functions of material nature is situated within a material 
body and becomes bound by the modes of nature. Although in 
truth, the jiva is imperishable, immutable and free from any material 
contact, the gunas bind him because of his association with them. 
This association is caused by his ignorance since time immemorial. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The three modes of nature - 
goodness (sattva), passion (rajas) and ignorance (tamas) - are born 
from material nature, prakrti. They manifest to perform the three 
functions of creating, maintaining and annihilating the universe. 
Prakrti remains unmanifest when these three modes are in their state 
of equilibrium. At that time, creation, sustenance and annihilation do 
not take place. 

prakrtir guna-samyam vai prakrter natmano gunah 
sattvam rajas tama iti sthity-utpatty-anta-hetavah 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.22.12) 

Nature exists originally as the equilibrium of the three material 
modes, which pertain only to nature, not to the transcendental 
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spirit soul. These modes - goodness, passion and ignorance - are 
the effective causes of the creation, maintenance and destruction 
of this universe.* 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.2.23) also states, “ sattvam rajas tama itiprakrter 
gunah - the living entities who manifest from the marginal potency 
receive the association of material nature because they have become 
averse to Krsna.” By their constitutional nature, the jlvas are beyond 
may a, but in association with may a, they have attained the ego of T and 
‘mine’ and have fallen into the bondage of this material existence in 
bodies generated by material nature. Lord Kapiladeva clearly instructs 
His mother Devahuti about this in Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.26.6-7): 

evam parabhidhyanena arttrtvam prakrteh puman 
karmasu kriyamanesu gunair atmani manyate 
tad asya samsrtir bandhah para-tantryam ca tat-krtam 
bhavaty akartur isasya saksino nirvrtatmanah 

This means that due to the living entity’s cohabitation with the 
activities of prakrti, he considers himself the performer of activities, 
which are actually born of the modes of nature. In fact the living 
entity is only a witness; he is not the performer of any action. He is 
the transcendental energy of the Supreme Lord, Isvara - indicated by 
use of the word Isa - and the jtva himself is bliss personified. He is in 
the clutches of this material existence of birth and death because he 
acquired the ego of being the doer, or performer, of material activities. 
He has therefore become bound, being controlled by sense objects. 

sa esa yarhi prakrter gunesv abhivisajjate 

ahankriya-vimudhatma kartasmity abhimanyate 
tena samsara-padavim avaso ’bhyety anirvrtah 

prdsangikaih karma-dosaih sad-asan-misra-yonisu 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.27.2-3) 

When the jtva becomes excessively absorbed in the modes of nature, 
such as happiness and misery, he becomes bewildered because of his 
false ego. Identifying his body with his self, he thinks, “I am the doer.” 
The jtva helplessly wanders throughout the higher and lower species 
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of life, such as demigods, humans and animals, because he identifies 
as being the doer and also because he performs improper actions, due 
to his association with material nature. Unable to get free from the 
experience of mundane happiness and misery caused by his actions, he 
continuously receives bodies in the material world - one after another. 

Verse 6 

HHVlcHId WIYT^qqrTWTI 

^TlfcT 

tatra sattvam nirmalatvat prakasakam andmayam 
sukha-sangena badhnati jhanasangena canagha 

tatra - of these three qualities of nature; sattvam - the quality of goodness; 
nirmalatvat - because of its pure nature; prakasakam - illuminating; 
andmayam - free from fault; sukha-saiigena - through attachment 
to happiness; badhnati - binds; jnana-sangena - through attachment to 
knowledge; ca - and; anagha - O sinless one. 

O sinless one, of these three modes, the quality of goodness is 
illuminating and free from vice due to its purity. It binds the 
living entity by attachment to happiness and knowledge. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: This verse explains the characteristics of sattva- 
guna , the quality of goodness, and how it binds the jiva. Andmayam 
means ‘calm’, or ‘free from agitation’. Having become peaceful, 
the living entity becomes attached to the happiness derived from 
activities performed in the mode of goodness, which causes him to 
feel materially satisfied. And because he is illuminated by knowledge 
and attached to it, he thinks, “I am happy, I am knowledgeable.” These 
feelings of happiness and knowledge arise from ignorance, and it 
is because of these two conceptions that the intrinsically pure soul 
remains covered. “However, O sinless one, you should not accept this 
sin - this characteristic of the false ego - of thinking, ‘I am happy, I am 
knowledgeable.’ ” 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: It was described in the 
previous verse how the three modes of material nature (prakrti) 
bind the jtva to the body. The present verse specifically explains how 
sattva-guna, the mode of goodness, binds him. Of the three qualities 
of material nature, sattva-guna is relatively pure and illuminating, 
and it makes one peaceful. In this way, it binds the living entity to 
happiness and knowledge. Some people think that because the quality 
of goodness is superior to the other two modes of nature, liberation 
can be achieved simply by taking shelter of it. This, however, is 
completely untrue. In his commentary on this verse, Srlla Baladeva 
Vidyabhusana says that this mundane knowledge, by which one 
discriminates between matter and consciousness, comes from sattva- 
guna, as does the happiness of the satisfied body and mind. Due to a 
person’s attachment to such knowledge and happiness, he engages in 
actions that foster a serene state of existence. Despite this, he has to 
accept another body to experience the result of those actions. Then, 
becoming attached to that body, he must again perform action. In this 
way, he remains perpetually within the cycle of birth and death and 
can never become released from it. Self identification with the mode of 
goodness is also sinful. This is the import of the word anagha (sinless) 
used to address Arjuna in this verse. Therefore, Arjuna (the sadhaka) 
is advised to not accept an ego in the mode of goodness. 

Verse 7 

TFTR-TT^' foftsT I 

rajo ragatmakarh viddhi trsnd-sanga-samudbhavam 

tan nibadhnati kaunteya karma-sangena dehinam 

rajah - the quality of passion; raga-atmakam - in the form of attachment; 
viddhi - know that; trsnd-sanga-samudbhavam - arises from desire and 
attachment to sense enjoyment; tat - it (the mode of passion); nibadhnati - 
bound; kaunteya - O son of Kunti; karma-sangena - by attachment to 
fruitive work; dehinam - the embodied being. 
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O son of KuntI, know that the quality of passion manifests through 
attachment to sense objects and an intense hankering to enjoy them. 
It binds the embodied living entity by attachment to fruitive actions. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Know that it is the mode of passion that gives 
mundane pleasure. To desire an object that one does not yet have 
is called trsna, and attachment to objects that have been already 
attained is called sariga. Both trsna and saiiga are born from rajo-guna, 
the quality of passion, which binds the embodied soul by dint of his 
attachment to fruitive actions, performed knowingly or unknowingly, 
drsta (seen) or adrsta (unseen). Thus an affinity with fruitive action is 
solely due to trsna (desire) and sanga (attachment). 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: It is called rajo-guna because 
it imbues the conditioned souls with attachment to sense objects. The 
specific feature of rajo-guna is the mutual attraction between male and 
female. It generates a hankering in embodied beings to enjoy material 
things, such as honour in society or nation, a beautiful wife, good 
progeny and a happy family. These are the characteristics of the mode 
of passion. 

Because of this material mode of passion, the whole universe has 
become attached to sense pleasures and has fallen into the bondage 
of maya. The influence of the mode of passion is visible everywhere 
in modern society, but in ancient times the mode of goodness 
predominated. Yet if even a man in goodness is unable to achieve 
liberation, what, then, are the chances of it being attained by one 
influenced by the mode of passion? 

Verse 8 

cFTTcSf^TFr^T fafe ttM -HcfcfeHIHJ 

tamas tv ajnana-jam viddhi mohanam. sarva-dehinam 
pramadalasya-nidrabhis tan nibadhnati bharata 

tamah - the quality of ignorance; tu - however; ajnana-jam - born of 
ignorance; viddhi - know; mohanam - bewilderment; sarva-dehinam - of all 
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embodied beings; pmmada-alasya-nidrabhih - through carelessness, laziness 
and sleep; tat - it; nibadhnati - binds; bharata - O descendent of Bharata. 

O Bharata, know, however, that the quality of darkness, which is 
born of ignorance, is the cause of delusion for all living entities. 
It binds the embodied soul by carelessness, laziness and sleep. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Ajnana-jam means that ignorance, or darkness 
(tamas ), is inferred or perceived, solely by its result, ignorance. It thus 
means ‘that from which ignorance arises’. Mohana means ‘that which 
causes confusion’, pramadah means ‘madness’, alasyam means ‘lack 
of endeavour’, and nidra means ‘depression of the mind’. These are all 
symptoms of tamo-guna, the mode of ignorance. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Tamo-guna is the most 
degraded of the three qualities of material nature. It is the antithesis 
of the mode of goodness. A person in the mode of ignorance considers 
the body and bodily pleasures as the all-in-all. Consequently, he loses 
all discrimination and becomes almost mad. We see that in the course 
of time that our grandfather dies and so does our father. Similarly we 
will die and our progeny will also die. In other words, death is certain. 
Despite this, those in the mode of ignorance fail to search for the self 
within. Simply to satisfy their senses, they collect wealth by cheating, 
duplicity, violence and other such acts. This is their madness. The 
specific characteristic of tamo-guna is that it makes one mad like this. 
Consuming intoxicants, meat, fish, eggs, wine, etc., are symptoms of 
one in the mode of ignorance. Such a person remains inactive, lazy, 
careless and heedless, and he oversleeps. A sadhaka should endeavour 
to save himself from these tendencies. 

Verse 9 

TTr^f TTCi -RTC?Tl 

WPTTf^T cT rPT: IK II 

sattvam sukhe sahjayati rajah karmani bharata 
jhanam avrtya tu tamah pramade sahjayaty uta 
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sattvam - the quality of goodness; sukhe - to happiness; sanjayati - generates 
(attachment); rajah - passion; karmani - to fruitive work; bharata - O 
descendant of Bharata; jnanam - knowledge; avrtya - by covering; tu - but; 
tamah - the quality of ignorance; pramade - to madness; sanjayati - 
generates (attachment); uta - indeed. 

O Bharata, the quality of goodness generates attachment to 
happiness, and the quality of passion generates attachment to 
fruitive work, but the quality of ignorance covers all knowledge 
and binds one to madness. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan is recapitulating His words above. 
The quality of goodness binds the living entity by creating attachment 
to happiness, which is the result of that mode. The quality of passion 
binds the living entity by his attachment to fruitive activity, and the 
quality of ignorance engages the living entity in illusion, thus covering 
knowledge and giving rise to ignorance. 

Verse 10 

■qcrfcT I 

'StoT cTH: TPrT T^TTcT^TT II || 

rajas tamas cabhibhuya sattvam bhavati bharata 
rajah sattvam tamas caiva tamah sattvam rajas tatha 

rajah - passion; tamah - ignorance; ca - and; abhibhuya - overwhelming; 
sattvam - goodness; bhavati - becomes manifest; bharata - O descendant of 
Bharata; rajah - passion; sattvam - goodness; tamah - ignorance; ca - and; 
eva - certainly; tamah - ignorance; sattvam - goodness; rajah - passion; 
tatha - also. 

O descendant of Bharata, when the quality of goodness arises, 
it overwhelms passion and ignorance. When the quality of 
passion appears, it subdues goodness and ignorance, and when 
the quality of ignorance manifests, it overpowers both goodness 
and passion. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: How do the material modes of nature manifest 
their influence on their effects, such as happiness, as previously 
mentioned? Expecting this question, Sri Bhagavan says that when the 
mode of goodness manifests, it overpowers the modes of passion and 
ignorance. Similarly, when the mode of passion manifests, it overrides 
goodness and ignorance. And when the mode of ignorance manifests, 
it subjugates goodness and passion. All this takes place by adrsta- 
vasad, ‘the influence of the unseen’. 

Verse ii 

WR cTcfT fasufe** II II 

sarva-dvaresn dehe ’smin prakasa upajayate 

jnanam yada tada vidyad vivrddham sattvam ity uta 

sarva-dvaresu - in all the gates (of the knowledge-acquiring senses such as 
the eyes and ears); dehe - body; asmin - in this; prahasah - illumination 
(of the factual situation); upajayate - appears; jnanam - knowledge; 
yada - when; tada - at that time; vidyat - one should understand; vivrddham - 
predominating; sattvam - the quality of goodness; iti - that; uta - emphatic. 

When all the gates of the body - the knowledge-acquiring senses 
such as the ears and nose - are illuminated by the awakening 
of true knowledge of sense objects, and when signs of such 
happiness manifest, one should know for certain that the mode of 
goodness is predominating. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Previously it was said that when a mode 
increases, it predominates over the two weaker modes. Now, in three 
consecutive verses, the first beginning here with sarva, Sri Bhagavan 
is explaining the symptoms of the predominating mode. When the 
senses, such as the ears, begin to acquire perfect knowledge of Vedic 
sound and so forth, one should know that sattva-guna, the mode of 
goodness, is predominating. The word uta emphasizes illumination in 
the form of happiness generated by the self. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The symptoms by which one 
can understand which mode of nature is predominating are explained 
here. It is understood that the mode of goodness is predominating 
when one’s senses, such as the ears and nose, provide proper knowledge 
of objects and when a feeling of happiness manifests from the soul. 
Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.25.13) also states: 

yadetarau jayet sattvam bhasvaram visadam sivam 
tada sukhena yujyeta dharma-jnanadibhih puman 

The mode of goodness, illuminating, pure and peaceful, grants the 
living entity qualification for happiness, virtue and knowledge. 

By restraining the modes of passion and ignorance, goodness 
increases. 

Furthermore, in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.25.9) it is said, “purusam 
sattva-samyuktam anumiyac chamadibhih - one should recognize that 
a person who can control his mind and who possesses other similar 
characteristics is endowed with the quality of goodness.” 

“When bhakti to Me is mixed with the material modes, it is called 
saguna-bhakti.” 

It is said in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.25.10): 

yada bhajati mam bhaktya nirapeksah sva-karmabhih 
tarn sattva-prakrtim vidyat purusam striyam eva va 

Any person, male or female, who is situated in the mode of 
goodness, becomes indifferent to their prescribed duty and 
engages in the worship of Bhagavan. 

The Gita (9.27) refers to saguna-bhakti: 

yat karosi yad asnasi yaj juhosi dadasi yat 
yat tapasyasi kaunteya tat kurusva mad-arpanam 

O son of KuntI, whatever activities you perform, whatever you eat, 
whatever you sacrifice and give in charity and whatever austerities 
you perform, offer them all to Me. 
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Verse 12 

rdfa: ycffrrnT^T: cfjifnnwT: I 

^TFF^ ^TTcT^^T II s>^ II 

lobhah pravrttir arambhah karmanam asamah sprha 
rajasy etani jayante vivrddhe bharatarsabha 

lobhah - greed; pravrttih - profuse activity; arambhah - endeavour; 
karmanam - for fruitive undertakings; asamah - dissatisfaction (with 
material enjoyment) or restlessness; sprha - hankering (for sense 
enjoyment); rajasi - when passion; etani - all these; jayante - become 
manifest; vivrddhe - in predominance; bharata-rsabha - O best of Bharata’s 
line. 

O best of the Bharata dynasty, when the quality of passion 
becomes prominent, certain symptoms appear: intense greed, 
profuse activity, fervent endeavour for fruitive undertakings, 
dissatisfaction with the results of one’s work and constant 
hankering for sense pleasure. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Pravrtti means Various types of endeavours’. 
Karmanam arambhah means ‘efforts such as the building of a house’, 
and asamah means ‘being unfulfilled in sense enjoyment’. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: This verse lists a number of 
symptoms that indicate an increase in the mode of passion. Lobha 
(greed) means that even when one’s wealth increases from different 
sources, one still hankers to collect more. Pravrtti (conduct) means ‘the 
tendency to always engage in action’. Karmanam arambhah (beginning 
an undertaking) means ‘endeavours such as the building of mansions’. 
Asama (desire) means ‘the cycle of resolution and rejection’: “I will 
perform this work and then I will do that other work.” Sprha (desire) 
means ‘the desire to obtain good or bad sense objects as soon as one 
sees them’. In other words, it means a thirst for sense enjoyment. 

It is also said in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.25.14): 
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yadajayet tamah sattvam rajah sarigam bhida calam 
tada duhkhena yujyeta karmana yasasa sriya 

When the quality of passion, which gives rise to attachment and 
separatism and which is restless by nature, overpowers the modes 
of goodness and ignorance, a person endeavours tirelessly for fame 
and wealth, but all he gleans is misery. 

Moreover, it is seen in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.25.9), “kamadibhi 
rajo-yuktam - one should understand that the mode of passion is 
predominating when a desire for sense objects, etc., is present.” 
While describing gunl-bhuta-bhakti in the mode of passion, the 
Srlmad-Bhagavatam (n.25.11) states, “ yada asisa asasya mam bhajeta 
sva-karmabhih tarn rajah prakrtim vidyat - when a person worships 
Bhagavan to acquire sense objects, both he and his worship are in the 
mode of passion.” 


Verse 13 


ITcf xT| 

dH^dlfd ^TRT^ cbbdnjd II ^1 


aprakaso ’pravrttis ca pramado moha eva ca 
tamasy etani jayante vivrddhe kuru-nandana 


aprakasah - lack of discrimination; apravrttih - inertia; ca - and; pramadah - 
madness; mohah - illusion; eva - certainly; ca - and; tamasi - in the quality 
of ignorance; etani - these; jayante - are manifest; vivrddhe - upon becoming 
predominant; kuru-nandana - O descendant of Kuru Maharaja. 


O descendant of the Kuru dynasty, a predominance of the quality 
of ignorance gives rise to a lack of discrimination, as well as to 
apathy, madness and illusion. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Aprakasah means ‘lack of discrimination’, and 
‘to accept what scripture forbids’. Apravrttih means ‘lack of endeavour’. 
Pramadah means ‘to believe that the objects before one’s very eyes do 
not exist’. Moha means ‘to be absorbed in illusory objects’. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In this verse, Sri Bhagavan is 
explaining the symptoms arising from a predominance of tamo-guna, 
the quality of ignorance. Aprakasa means ‘loss of discrimination’ or 
‘lack of knowledge’. It is seen that one in the condition of ignorance 
tends to thirst for that which scripture forbids. Apravrtti means ‘to 
have no inclination to understand the duties recommended by the 
scriptures’. One believes it is not his fate to perform such duties and he 
remains indifferent towards them. Moha means ‘illusory absorption’, 
that is, to become attached to temporary objects, considering them to 
be eternal. This is also stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.25.15): 

yadajayed rajah sattvam tamo mudham layamjadam 
yujyeta soka-mohabhyam nidraya himsayasaya 

Lamentation, delusion, sleep, violence and desire are seen to 
dominate the living entity when the mode of ignorance, which 
covers discrimination and causes degradation, overpowers the 
modes of passion and goodness. 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (n.25.9) also states, “ krodhadyais tamasayutam - 
one can infer an excess of the mode of ignorance by symptoms such 
as anger.” While describing the symptoms by which a person in the 
mode of ignorance worships Bhagavan, Srimad-Bhagavatam (n.25.11) 
states, “ himsam asasya tamasam - a person who worships Me, all the 
while maintaining a predilection for violence, is understood to be in 
the mode of ignorance.” 


Verse 14 

^1 cT Ml ^rrfcT ^JcTI 

cT^rFrf^cff ^TRT^nR II *-*11 

yadd sattve pravrddhe tu pratayam yciti deha-bhrt 
tadottama-vidam lokan amalan pratipadyate 

yadd - and when; sattve - goodness; pravrddhe - predominates; tu - 
indeed; pralayam - death; yati - attains; deha-bhrt - an embodied soul; 
tada - then; uttama-vidam - of the worshipers of Lord Visnu; lokan - 
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planets; amalan - pure, devoid of the modes of passion and ignorance, 
and full of happiness; pratipadyate - he attains. 

When a person leaves his body under the predominance of the mode 
of goodness ( sattva-guna ), he attains the pure, higher planets, which 
are the abodes of great sages who are worshippers of Hiranyagarbha, 
and which are free from the modes of passion and ignorance. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: After death, people in the mode of goodness, 
such as those who worship Hiranyagarbha and who actually know 
transcendence, go to the higher pleasure-giving planets. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: One takes another birth 
according to whatever mode predominates at the time of death. If a 
person dies when the mode of goodness is predominant, he attains 
the pleasure-giving and spotless planets of the worshippers of 
Hiranyagarbha, etc. Srlmad-Bhagavatam also states (11.25.22), “sattve 
pralinah svar yanti - if a person dies when sattva-guna predominates, 
he attains the heavenly planets.” 

Verse 15 

T^iftr wft ^rr 

cT^TT yrdlHWHUf ^TFT^IUmi 

rajasi pralayam gated karma-sangisu j ayate 
tathci pralinas tamasi mudha-yonisu j ayate 

rajasi -when passion predominates; pralayam -dissolution (death); gatva- 
upon attaining; karma-sangisu - among those attached to fruitive work; 
jayate - one takes birth; tatha - similarly; pralinah - one dying; tamasi - 
when ignorance (predominates); mudha-yonisu - in the species of the 
foolish (animals and so forth); jayate - takes birth. 

One who gives up the body when the mode of passion is predominant 
takes a human birth among those attached to fruitive work, while 
one who dies under the predominance of the mode of ignorance 
takes birth among animals and other such ignorant species. 
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SARARTHA-VARSINI: Karma-saiigisu means ‘a person who is attached 
to karma, fruitive activities’. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: If a person dies when rajo- 
guna, the mode of passion, is predominant, he takes birth in a family 
of humans who are attached to fruitive activities. If a person dies 
when tamo-guna, the mode of ignorance, is extremely predominant, 
he takes birth in an animal species. 

Some think that once the soul has taken birth in a human species, 
he does not degrade to a lower species. However, from the present verse 
it can be understood that even after receiving a human body, a person 
can receive an animal body after death if he is governed by the mode of 
ignorance instead of the mode of goodness. He even goes to hell if he 
engages in activities such as violence, and it is not sure when he will again 
take a human birth after returning from that place. Therefore, it is the 
duty of every human being to rise gradually from the mode of ignorance 
to the mode of passion, and from the mode of passion to the mode of 
goodness. And even beyond that, one should become nirguna, free from 
the modes of nature, by taking shelter of suddha-bhakti in the association 
of pure devotees. Only that sadhaka who is completely free from the 
modes of nature, and who takes shelter of nirguna-bhakti, directly sees 
Sri Bhagavan. In this way, his life becomes perfect and successful. 

The specific rule is that a person achieves a destination that corres¬ 
ponds to his consciousness at the time of death: “marane yd matih 
sa gatih - whatever one’s mind reaches out to at the time of death 
determines one’s next destination and body.” Therefore, it is imperative 
to only remember Bhagavan at the time of death. One can make one’s 
life successful by attaining bhakti that is free from the modes of nature, 
by remembering Bhagavan. 


Verse 16 

T^TPFrT WT cfqTT: 

karmanah sukrtasyahuh sattvikam nirmalam phalam 
rajasas tu phalam duhkham ajhanam tamasah phalam 
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karmanah - for one who acts; sukrtasya - piously; ahuh - they say; 
sattvikam - cleansing one’s existence; nirmalam - pure; phalam - result; 
rajasah - of passionate (actions); tu - verily; phalam - the result ; duhkham - 
grief; ajnanam - ignorance; tamasah - of (actions performed in) darkness; 
phalam - the fruit. 

The wise say that pious action in the mode of goodness gives 
blissful and pure results. Action in the mode of passion incurs 
only misery, and the sole result of action in the mode of ignorance 
is ignorance. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The result of the virtuous performance of one’s 
prescribed duty in the mode of goodness is goodness - pure and free 
from disturbance. Ajhana refers to a lack of consciousness, dullness. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Those situated in the mode 
of goodness remain engaged in beneficial acts for their own welfare, as 
well as for the welfare of society and people in general. Their actions 
are called punya-karma (pious actions). Those who perform such pious 
acts live happily in this material world, and they have a great chance 
of gaining the association of sadhus. 

The action, or karma, performed by those in the mode of passion is 
the cause of misery. Action performed for momentary sense pleasure 
is useless and the lives of people who perform such action are full of 
misery; they attain no real happiness. 

The action of a person predominated by the mode of ignorance is a 
source of much pain. After death, he must take birth as a worm, bird, 
animal or any other lower species. Killing an animal and eating its 
flesh is the chief symptom of those in the mode of ignorance. Those 
who kill animals do not know that in the future the same animal, 
in some form or other, will kill them. This is the law of nature. 
In human society, if a person kills another person, he is given the death 
penalty. This is the law of the state. But ignorant people do not know 
that Paramesvara is the original controller of the entire universe. He 
cannot tolerate the killing of even an ant in His kingdom; therefore, 
persons who do so certainly undergo punishment. 
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To participate in the killing of animals just for the sake of satisfying 
one’s taste buds is a heinous offence. The killing of a cow is severely 
punishable, since the cow and bull are considered our mother and father. 
Therefore, the Vedas and Puranas describe the killing of cows as the most 
sinful act. The cow with her milk is like a mother, and since the bull helps 
in farming, he is likened to a father. In this way, they nourish us like 
parents. But modern day so-called cultured human beings neglect this 
fact out of ignorance and thus clear the path to their own degradation and 
for the degradation of society as a whole. They are heading down a steep 
path to complete destruction and taking all of society with them. 

In human society at present, there is a predominance of the modes of 
passion and ignorance, and this is dangerous for everyone. It is therefore 
imperative for intelligent people to become situated in the mode of 
goodness and take shelter of bhakti to Sri Bhagavan and the chanting of 
the holy names of Sri Krsna ( harinama-sanklrtana ), to protect humanity 
from this great danger. When, in saintly association, one remembers 
Bhagavan, all of one’s ignorance is removed, his worldly sectarianism 
and mundane discrimination are completely dispelled, and he sees 
Paramesvara, the Supreme Lord, everywhere. 

Verse 17 

TPvTTcT TR^TFTTl ?TFT vTt^T T*=T xfl 

sattvat sanjayate jnanam rajaso lobha eva ca 
pramada-mohan tamaso bhavato ’jnanam eva ca 

sattvat - from the mode of goodness; sanjayate - is born; jnanam - know¬ 
ledge; rajasah - from the mode of passion; lobhah - greed; eva - certainly; 
ca - and; pramada-mohau - madness and delusion; tamasah - from the 
quality of darkness (ignorance); bhavatah - become manifest; ajnanam - 
ignorance; eva ca - as well as. 

Knowledge is born from the mode of goodness, while the mode of 
passion gives rise to greed. Carelessness, delusion and ignorance 
are the products of the mode of ignorance. 
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Verse 18 

Jh=etfr1 TTt^TT fcPSfcT TFTF1T: I 
^T^pjriTcjffr^TT 3?^ J|-ce$Pd cTFRTT: II ^ II 

urddhvam gacchanti sattvastha madhye tisthanti rajasah 
jaghanya-guna-vrtti-sthd adho gacchanti tamasah 

urddhvam - upwards (to the upper planetary systems); gacchanti - they go; 
sattva-sthah - those situated in goodness; madhye - in the middle planets (as 
human beings); tisthanti - remain; rajasah - those in the quality of passion; 
jaghanya-guna - of the (most) abominable quality; vrtti-sthah - those situated 
in activities; adhah - down (to the lower planets); gacchanti - go; tamasah - 
who are in the quality of darkness. 

Those situated in the mode of goodness go to the higher celestial 
planets. Those in the mode of passion remain as human beings within 
the Earth planet, and those in the mode of ignorance, being absorbed 
in laziness, madness and so forth, descend to the lower planets. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: According to this gradation, those in the mode 
of goodness go up to Satya-loka, and those in the mode of passion 
remain in Manusya-loka, the middle planet, Earth. The word jaghanya 
means ‘abominable’, and its tendencies are gross ignorance, laziness, 
etc. Those who are thus situated go to hell. 

Verse 19 

rpr TTgTT mil 

ndnyam gunebhyah karttaram yada drastanupasyati 
gunebhyas ca param vetti mad-bhdvarh so ’dhigacchati 

na - no; anyam - other; gunebhyah - beyond the three binding influences 
of material nature; karttaram - doer; yada - when; drasta - the seer 
(the minute living being); anupasyati - sees in pursuance of the Vedic 
teachings; gunebhyah - to those qualities; ca - and; param - transcendental 
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(the minute spirit soul); vetti - understands; mat-bhavam - pure devotion 
to Me in the form of bhava (ecstatic love of God); sah - he (that living 
entity); adhigacchati - fully attains. 

When the living entity does not see any agent of action besides 
the three modes of material nature, and when he realizes the 
spirit soul to be transcendental to those modes, he fully attains 
pure devotion to Me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: After describing the material world, which 
is composed of the three modes of material nature, Sri Bhagavan 
explains liberation that is quite distinct from these modes, in this 
verse beginning with nanyam and in the next verse. “When the jlva 
does not see any other agent of action besides the modes of nature, 
which have been transformed to become the doer, the effect and the 
objects of sense enjoyment, he actually sees things as they are. He 
also realizes that the atma, or soul, is superior to the modes of nature 
and different from them. Such a seer (the jlva) attains love for Me 
( mad-bhavam ), that is, he merges with Me. In other words, he attains 
Me through bhakti. But even after he has acquired this knowledge, he 
only attains Me by performing bhakti." This will become clear from 
the meaning of the twenty-sixth verse of this chapter. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: All living entities in the 
various species of life, from rivers, mountains and ants up to creepers, 
trees and human beings, are working while helplessly bound by the 
modes of nature. In reality, these three modes of material nature are 
the only active agent in all their actions. Paramesvara is the original 
director of material nature, and even though He is the controller of 
material nature ( prakrti ) and the three modes of nature (the gunas), 
He is completely transcendental to both. Those who know this truth 
also cross over prakrti and the gunas to attain the supreme destination, 
but this cannot be understood merely by one’s own intelligence 
and discrimination. Therefore, it is of utmost necessity to have the 
association of maha-purusas, exalted, liberated personalities, who are 
well-versed in transcendental knowledge. Regardless of the extent of a 
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living entity’s degradation, in the association of such persons, he will 
very quickly and easily transcend these three modes of nature. 

Verse 20 

dUll^dHdlrd ifcT ^Ttp^TRI 

IIRo|| 

gunan etan atltya trin dehl deha-samudbhuvan 
janma-mrtyu-jara-duhkhair vimukto ’mrtam asnute 

gunan - qualities; etan - these; atltya - after transcending; trin - three; 
dehl - the embodied being; deha-samudbhavan - which produce the body; 
janma-mrtyu-jara-duhkhaih - from the miseries of birth, death, old age 
and other sufferings (such as disease); vimuktah - becomes fully liberated; 
amrtarn - immortality; asnute - attains. 

After transcending these three binding qualities, which are the cause 
of the material body, the embodied living entity attains freedom 
from the bondage of birth, death, old age and other miseries, and he 
attains liberation. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: He then becomes free from the modes of nature 
after attaining that state wherein he sees material nature as the only 
doer. Sri Bhagavan, therefore, speaks this verse beginning with the 
word gunan. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: A person who has attained 
the nature of brahma is not affected by the miseries of birth, death, 
old age and disease. Even those who have attained perfection in jhana 
by performing mixed devotion ( bhakti-misra-jhana) relinquish jhana to 
attain transcendental devotion to the lotus feet of Bhagavan. Remaining 
engaged in the bliss of that service, they finally taste the nectar of prema. 
In contrast, the nirvisesa-jhanls, who simply cultivate jhana with the aim 
of attaining the featureless aspect of the Supreme, achieve nothing. In 
Srlmad-Bhagavatam (10.14.4) it is stated, “ sreyah-srtim bhaktim udasya - 
only the pure devotees ( suddha-bhaktas ) of Sri Bhagavan transcend the 
modes of material nature, no one else.” 
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Verse 21 

3Ffq qqrq— 

7mH?TFT?ft?fr ‘qqfcT ^fl 
feqiq'R: qrq ddl'-MH ^WTHfcT^rf^' II ^ II 

arjuna uvaca - 

hair lingais trin gunan etan atlto bhavati prabho 
him acarah katham caitams trin gunan ativarttate 

arjuna uvaca - Arjuna said; kaih - by which?; lihgaih - symptoms; trin - 
three; gunan - binding influences; etan - these; atltah - transcendental; 
bhavati - he becomes; prabho - O Lord; him - what?; acarah - his behaviour; 
katham - how?; ca - and; etan - these; trin gunan - three qualities; ativarttate - 
does he transcend. 

Arjuna inquired: O Lord, what are the symptoms of one who is 
transcendental to these three binding forces? How does he behave? 
And how does he transcend the modes? 

Verses 22-25 



q wtfrt q qr^qq q i 
r tfe: *FPp#r qr fd^-diPi ii^ii 

ddiqlnddmlnl Vfqf q fd-divdci i 

TFTT q?fRT ^#=1 qtsqfcRSfcT 

Rqvfl^'Fqqq^qq: I 

dc-diydliydl ql<Ld^PKIrqq'Ldfd: IRXll 

HRiqHmWvqqgvql fqqrfLq^RT: i 
qqkt-qyRrqiJil ^ 3^n^\ii 

sri bhagavan uvaca - 

prakasam ca pravrttim ca moham eva ca pandava 
na dvesti sampravrttani na nivrttani kanksati 
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udasma'vad asrno gunair yo na vicalyate 
guna vartanta ity evam yo ’vatisthati nengate 

sama-duhliha-sukhah sva-sthah sama-lostasma-kahcanah 
tulya-priyapriyo dhlras tulya-nindatmasaihstutih 

manapamanayos tulyas tulyo mitrari-paksayoh 
sarvarambha-parityagZ gunatitah sa ucyate 

srl bhagavan uvaca - the all-opulent Supreme Lord said; prakasam - of 
illumination; ca - and; pravrttim - activity; ca - and; moham - delusion; 
eva - certainly ; ca - and; pandava - O son of Pandu; na dvesti - does not hate; 
sampravrttani - the appearance; na - not; nivrttani - their disappearance; 
kariksati - he hankers; udaslna-vat - as if neutral; aslnah - situated; gunaih - 
by the actions of the qualities of nature (such as happiness and distress); 
yah - who; na vicalyate - is undisturbed; gunah - of the three qualities; 
vartante- following their cycles; iti - thus; evam - so; yah - who; avatisthati - 
remains steady; na ingate - unmoved; sama - remains equipoised; duhkha- 
sukhah - in happiness and distress; sva-sthah - who is situated in his svarupa; 
sama - who considers equally; losta-asma-hancanah - dirt, stone and gold; 
tulya - who is equal; priya-apriyah - amidst pleasant and unpleasant 
events; dhirah - intelligent; tulya - equipoised; ninda-atma-samstutih - in 
hearing praise and defamation of himself; mana-apamanayoh - in honour 
and dishonour; tulyah - equal; tulyah - equal; mitra-ari-pahsayoh - to 
parties of friends and enemies; sarva-arambha-parityagi - who renounces 
all endeavours (except those for bare bodily maintenance); guna-atitah - 
transcendental to the three modes of nature; sah - he; ucyate - is said. 

Sri Bhagavan said: O son of Pandu, a person who is transcendental 
to the three modes of material nature does not hate illumination, 
activity and delusion when they occur nor does he long for them 
to cease. Therefore, as if indifferent to and unmoved by the actions 
of the three modes such as happiness and misery, he knows that 
it is the modes alone that are active. He remains undisturbed and 
even-minded, he is always situated in his svarupa, and he considers 
dirt, stone and gold to be the same. He maintains his equilibrium 
amidst pleasant and unpleasant circumstances, he is intelligent, 
and he is equipoised in both fame and defamation, honour and 
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dishonour. He treats friend and foe equally, and he renounces all 
actions except those required to maintain the body. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In the Second Chapter, Arjuna received an answer 
to the question: “What are the symptoms of one who is sthita-prajnd?” 
Now, however, he is questioning further, being eager for more specific 
knowledge about this. (1) “By which symptoms are those who have 
transcended the three gunas to be known?” (2) “What is their conduct?” 
and (3) “How can one transcend the three gunas, thereby attaining the 
state of transcendence?” In the Second Chapter, when Arjuna asked, 
“What are the symptoms of one who is sthita-prajnd ?” he did not ask, 
“How does he transcend the gunas?” But here he is specifically asking 
this question. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In this verse, Arjuna has 
questioned Sri Bhagavan about the symptoms of a person who is 
beyond the three modes of nature. What is his conduct and what 
spiritual practice enabled him to attain that stage? It is very important 
for every human being to ask these questions, which are essential 
for those genuinely enthused to follow the teachings of the Gita. The 
answers to these questions provide instructions on how to transcend 
the modes of ignorance, passion and goodness and achieve the state 
of nirguna. Thereafter, by cultivating bhakti to Sri Bhagavan, one can 
attain the highest goal in the form of prema for Him. 

Verse 26 

HT xT 'HI-dWmH 3^1 

TT 7FTFT < HHdlr^dlH s II^11 

mam ca yo ’vyabhicarena hhakti-yogena sevate 
sa guncin samatltyaitan brahma-bhuyaya kalpate 

mam - Me, the Supreme Lord; ca - only; yah - who; avyabhicarena - 
with one-pointed; hhakti-yogena - devotional connection; sevate - serves; 
sah - he; gunan - three qualities; samatitya - fully transcends; etan - 
these; brahma-bhuyaya - to realize brahma; kalpate - becomes eligible. 


769 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Srimad Bhagavad-gita 


Chapter 14 


One who renders service with one-pointed devotion to Me, in 
My form as Syamasundara, can transcend these three binding 
influences of material nature and become qualified to realize 
brahma, My spiritual nature. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “How can one transcend these three material 
modes?” In response to this third question, Sri Bhagavan is speaking 
this verse beginning with mam ca. The word ca means ‘Me alone’. “Only 
those who render service to Me, Syamasundara, who am the Supreme 
Controller, become brahma-bhuyaya, or qualified to experience My 
spiritual nature.” This is proven by the use of the adjective ekaya in 
the statement “ bhaktyaham ekaya grahyah - I am attained only by 
exclusive devotion” ( Srlmad-Bhagavatam n.14.21). 

According to the Gita (7.14), “mam eva ye prapadyante mayam etam 
taranti te - only those who surrender to Me cross over the deluding 
external energy.” The word eva also emphasizes that brahma, or Spirit, 
can only be experienced with the help of bhakti, not by any other 
means. The import of the word avyabhicarena (undeviating) is that 
bhakti-yoga should not be mixed with karma, jnana or any other 
process. Even niskama-karma is to be given up. “Renounce even jnana 
related to Me.” In Srlmad-Bhagavatam (n.19.1), it is said, “jnanan ca 
mayi sannyaset - one should surrender knowledge and the means by 
which he achieved that knowledge to Me.” According to this statement, 
jnanls renounce their jnana, having even cultivated it to its highest 
degree, but nowhere is it said that bhakti-yoga must be renounced. 
Only bhakti-yoga is avyabhicara (undeviating). Therefore, just as 
karma-yoga should be rejected, jnana-yoga should also be rejected in 
order for a person to engage in avyabhicara, or kevala-bhakti (exclusive 
devotion). There is no other means to attain the state beyond the 
modes. It is also said in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.25.26): “A performer 
of action who has taken shelter of Me is nirguna, situated beyond the 
modes of nature. In other words, only one-pointed devotees are free 
from the modes of nature.” 

sattvikah karako ’sahgl ragandho rajasah smrtah 

tamasah smrti-vibhrasto nirguno mad-apasrayah 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.25.26) 
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A person in the mode of goodness is not attached. A person in the 
mode of passion is extremely attached, and a person in the mode of 
ignorance loses his memory and can no longer discriminate. But a 
person who has taken shelter of Me is situated beyond the modes 
of nature. 

This verse (11.25.26) describes the detached karml and jnanl, who 
due to being situated in the mode of goodness, are sattvika sadhakas, 
while those who have taken shelter of Bhagavan are described as 
beyond the material modes. From this statement, it is understood that 
Krsna’s devotees are the only real sadhakas. 

After becoming perfect in jnana and renouncing the quality of 
goodness, a jnanl becomes transcendental to the modes. Srila Sridhara 
Svamipada says, “The word ca in this verse is used to indicate a 
conclusion.” Sri Madhusudana Sarasvati writes, “Only those who serve 
Me, Ford Narayana alone, with avyabhicara-bhakti-yoga as described in 
the Twelfth Chapter, become transcendental to the modes of nature.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: How does the above- 
mentioned person who is gunatlta, transcendental to the three modes, 
cross beyond them? In response to this third question, Sri Bhagavan 
says, “As a result of rendering service to Me in My Syamasundara form, 
with undeviating, one-pointed bhakti-yoga, My devotees easily cross 
over these modes and become qualified to experience My svariipa.” 
Only those devotees who have taken shelter of Bhagavan become free 
from the modes. This is verified in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.25.26): 
“nirguno mad-apasrayah - those who take exclusive shelter of Me are 
nirguna.” The word mad-apasrayah means “ mad-eka-sarano bhaktah - 
only a devotee who takes exclusive shelter of Me is asritah, dependent 
on Me, and free from the modes.” 

It is also seen in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (10.88.5): 

harir hi nirgunah saksat purusah prakrteh parah 
sa sarva-drg upadrasta tarn hhajan nirguno bhavet 

Certainly Sri Hari Himself is directly the Supreme Person, who is 
beyond the modes of material nature. He is the witness of everyone. 
Those who worship Him also transcend the modes of nature. 
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Here, the word brahma-bhuyaya means ‘to become qualified to 
realize Spiritual Reality, brahma-tattva’. Brahma cannot be realized 
by any practice other than bhakti. Realization of this requires eternal 
distinction between the person experiencing and that which is to be 
experienced (Parabrahma). In other words, the living entities’ existence 
is always separate from Bhagavan’s. The monists, or nirvisesavadis, do 
not accept that the jtva and brahma exist separately after liberation, so 
it is not possible for them to experience Him. In fact, only devotees are 
qualified to realize brahma, or Sri Bhagavan, the Absolute Truth. “Only 
those who serve Me in My form as Syamasundara, the Supreme Lord, in 
bhakti-yoga are qualified to realize brahma.” This has been stated very 
clearly in Srimad-Bhagavatam (n.14.21): “ bhaktyaham ekaya grahyah - 
I can be attained only by bhakti." One cannot attain liberation merely 
by jnana. It can only be achieved with the help of bhakti, in some way 
or another. This has been stated very clearly in many verses in Srimad- 
Bhagavatam, such as (1.5.12): 

naiskarmyam apy acyuta-bhava-varjitam 
na sobhate jnanam alam niranjanam 

This means that even if jnana is selfless and pure, it is not auspicious 
if it is bereft of a service attitude to Bhagavan; rather, it is useless. 
What, then, to speak of fruitive action, which is always miserable and 
insignificant.” 

Such jnanis fall down even after reaching the highest stage of jnana: 
sthanad bhrastahpatanty adhah (Srimad-Bhagavatam n.5.3). The following 
verses from the Srimad-Bhagavatam can be referred to in this regard: 
10.2.32; 11.14.21 and 4.31.12. 

Some people translate the word brahma-bhuyaya in the present verse 
to infer that the living entity becomes one with brahma, the Supreme 
Spirit. But in fact, the living entity does not become one with brahma 
even after he has attained liberation. Chandogya Upanisad ascribes eight 
characteristics to one who is realized ( brahma-bhuta): 

atma ’pahata-papna vijaro vimrtyur visoko vijighatso ’pipasuh 
satya-kamah satya-sankalpah so ’nvestavyah 

(1) Apahata-papa - he has no relationship with the sinful tendencies 
of maya, such as ignorance ( avidya). 
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(2) Vijara - because he is eternally youthful, he never faces old age. 

(3) Vimrtyu - there is no possibility of him ever becoming degraded. 

(4) Visoka - he is free from mundane happiness, misery, etc. 

(5) Vijighatsa - he has no desire to enjoy sense objects. 

(6) Apipasu - he has no desire other than to serve Bhagavan. 

(7) Satya-kama - he is endowed with desires that are favourable for 
the service of Sri Krsna. 

(8) Satya-sahkalpa - he attains perfection in whatever he desires. 
According to the statement of Gita 14.17, sattvat sanjayate jnanam, 

knowledge results from the quality of goodness, and therefore jhanis 
are sattvika. After attaining perfection in jnana, a jnani gives up his 
sattvika nature and becomes nirguna, transcending all modes of 
nature. But the special quality of the devotees is that even from the 
beginning of their practice, they are free from the modes. Srimad- 
Bhagavatam (11.29.34) states: 

martyo yada tyakta-samasta-karma 
niveditatma vicikirsito me 
tadamrtatvam pratipadyamano 
mayatma-bhuyaya ca kalpate vai 

Having given up all types of prescribed duties, a mortal person 
attains immortality and becomes most dear to Me the very moment 
he fully surrenders to Me. In this way, he becomes free from the 
influence of the modes of nature. 

Srlla Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura comments on the verses 
“ jnanam visuddham paramartham ekam - the non-dual Absolute Truth, 
being devoid of material contamination, bestows liberation upon 
us” ( Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.12.11), and u martyo yada tyakta-samasta- 
karma - that surrendered mortal, having given up all fruitive desires 
and offered Me his very life, achieves opulences akin to Mine” ( Srimad- 
Bhagavatam 11.29.34). He writes, “From the very beginning of the 
sadhana stage, when one takes shelter of bhakti to the Supreme Lord, 
Bhagavan begins His treatment of His surrendered devotees. In other 
words, He starts to make them nirguna.” This means that in his practice 
of bhakti, a sadhaka will progress systematically through the different 
stages: nistha (steadiness in bhakti ), ruci (relish of bhakti) and asakti 
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(deep attachment to bhakti and to the Supreme Lord). Eventually, he 
achieves rati (transcendental emotion), and becomes completely free 
from the modes of nature. At that time, he has no relationship with 
illusory objects, such as his body or a house. “Bhakti’s power is so 
inconceivable that even while still receiving instruction, the devotee’s 
transcendental body, mind and senses are created by Me in a way that 
is hidden, or invisible.” In other words, this process is unknown to the 
jiva. Similarly, his illusory body, mind and senses are also removed in 
a way that is imperceptible. This shows the glory of bhakti. 

“At that time, after being situated in his own svariipa in My supreme 
abode, that pure living entity becomes qualified to taste the bliss of 
rendering service to Me.” 

In many places, Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura has confirmed 
that a devotee becomes free from the modes of nature even in the stage of 
sadhana. Although objects such as a leaf, flower, fruit, water and sandal¬ 
wood paste appear to be material in the eyes of the non-devotees, when 
the devotees offer these items to Bhagavan with devotion, they attain 
a transcendental nature and become situated beyond the three modes. 
How much more is this true of the devotees who fully offer themselves? 
This is also confirmed in Sri Caitanya-caritdmrta, Antya-lila (4.191): 

prabhu kahe — vaisnava-deha ‘prakrta’ kabhu naya 
‘aprakrta’ deha bhaktera ‘cid-ananda-maya’ 

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu said, “The body of a bhakta is never material. 

It is considered to be transcendental, full of spiritual bliss.”* 

Verse 27 

YFT^TTFT wfe* HidchinchxTH^n 

brahmano hi pratisthaham amrtasyavyayasya ca 
sasvatasya ca dharmasya sukhasyaikantikasya ca 

brahmanah - of that nirvisesa-brahma; hi - because; pratistha - the shelter; 
aham -1 am; amrtasya - of liberation; avyayasya - of the everlasting; ca - 
and; sasvatasya - of the eternal; ca - and; dharmasya - of sanatana-dharma 
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(the eternal spiritual nature); suhhasya - of the happiness of prema ; eka- 
antikasya - of one-pointed (exclusive) devotion to Me; ca - and. 

I alone am the basis of that undifferentiated, impersonal brahma 
and the sole refuge of everlasting immortality, eternal dharma 
and the transcendental bliss of prema arising from one-pointed, 
pure devotion. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: One may raise the question: “How can Your 
devotees attain the state of nirguna-brahma, that aspect of the Absolute 
Truth that is devoid of qualities, which is only possible by experiencing 
oneness with brahma ?” In response, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse 
beginning with brahmano. “I am indeed the basis ( pratistha) of that 
brahma and am famous as the supreme basis of everything. Since 
brahma depends upon Me, I am its shelter, or fountainhead. The word 
pratistha has this meaning in all Sruti statements, such as “annamaya”. 
Furthermore, "amrtasya - 1 am also the shelter of immortality ( amrta .).” 
Is this amrta heavenly nectar? No! It refers to imperishable liberation, 
or moksa. I am also the shelter of sasvatasya dharmasya, the eternal 
dharma, and I am also the shelter of bhakti, the supreme and everlasting 
religion, which eternally exists in the stages of practice ( sadhana ) and 
perfection ( siddha ). Furthermore, I am prema, which is attained by 
exclusive devotion. Thus, since everything depends on Me, one can 
attain the platform of brahma (characterized by merging with brahma ) 
by worshipping Me with a desire to achieve such liberation ( kaivalya ).” 

While commenting on this verse, Srila Srldhara Svarni quotes Krsna 
as saying, “I am the shelter ( pratistha ) of brahma, which means that 
I am concentrated brahma. Although the sun is concentrated light, 
it is known as the shelter of light. In the same way, although I am 
the form of Krsna, I am the basis ( brahmano hi pratisthaham ) of that 
aspect of the Absolute that is devoid of features, nirvisesa-brahma.” 
The Visnu Parana also proves this point. “Visnu is the shelter of all 
auspiciousness. He is the shelter of all consciousness and the shelter of 
the all-pervading Soul.” Srila Srldhara Svanh also writes that Visnu is 
the shelter of Parabrahma, the omniscient Supersoul. “As Sri Bhagavan 
says in the Gita, ‘I am the shelter ( pratistha ) of brahma.' ” 
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In Visnu-dharma it is said, “Among material nature ( prakrti ), the 
Enjoyer ( purusa) and brahma (the effulgence of Bhagavan), only purusa, 
Vasudeva, is the Lord. This is the conclusion.” The same scripture also 
states, “Just as Bhagavan Acyuta is Parabrahma, Lord of the impersonal 
brahma effulgence, He is also the Lord of the atma , Paramatma.” 

When Sri Krsna performed the pastime of rescuing the sons of the 
brahmana, He told Arjuna that Parabrahma extends Himself through¬ 
out the universe as various opulent manifestations. “O Arjuna, that 
concentrated radiance should be considered to be My svarupa composed 
of effulgence” (Hari-vamsa Parana, Visnu-parva 114.11.12). 

In Brahma-samhita (5.40) it is also said, “I worship the original 
personality, Sri Govinda. The non-differentiated, impersonal brahma, 
which has been described by the Upanisads has originated from the 
radiance of His limbs.” 

Also in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (8.24.38), Bhagavan Matsya told King 
Satyavan, “I will enlighten your heart with answers to your questions, 
and then, by My mercy, My glory, popularly known as Parabrahma, will 
manifest in your heart and you will be able to realize Me completely.” 

Sri Madhusudana Sarasvati writes in his commentary: “The following 
doubt may be raised: ‘How can Your devotees, having attained Your 
transcendental nature, become qualified to achieve that state of brahma 
if You are different from brahma ?’ Anticipating this doubt, Sri Bhagavan 
says, brahmano hi pratisthaham. (Pratistha implies ‘I alone am sufficient 
and complete’.) ‘Since I am the basis of brahma, if someone realizes Me, 
then his realization is sufficient and complete. Realization of brahma is 
included in that.’” 

According to the Amara-kosa dictionary, the word paryapti means ‘the 
most complete’. Apart from this, there is another verse establishing this. 
This has been composed by Srila Madhusudana Sarasvati himself: 

para-krta-mana-dvandvam param brahman narakrtim 
saundarya-sara-sarvasvam \ande nandatmajam aham 

I worship the effulgent form of the essence of all beauty, the son 
of Nanda Maharaja, Parabrahma, who has a human form and who 
has put aside the duality of my mind. 


776 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Guna-Traya-Vibhaga-Yoga 


Verse 27 


The three modes of nature are unwanted obstacles on the path of per¬ 
fection. One’s life is perfected by freedom from the modes of nature, and 
that is bhakti. This is the topic that has been explained in this chapter. 

Thus ends the bhavanuvada of Srlla Visvanatha Cakravartl Thakura’s 
Sdrartha-varsini-tika (the commentary that gives pleasure 
to the devotees and is accepted by all saintly persons) 
on the Fourteenth Chapter of Sri mad Bhagavad-gita. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
quotes Arjuna as saying, “You may ask that since the attainment of 
brahma is the ultimate goal of all types of sadhana, how is it possible 
for persons who have realized brahma to enjoy prema for You, which 
is beyond the modes?” In response, Sri Bhagavan says, “In My eternal 
state, transcendental to the modes of nature, I exist in My original form 
as Bhagavan. I place the conscious seed, the jtva, who is of the tatastha- 
sakti, in the womb of My inert material energy, which is illuminated by 
My brahma-svarupa (the effulgence of My form). When a conditioned 
soul advances to higher and higher stages by his cultivation of jnana- 
yoga, he ultimately attains brahma, the Absolute Truth, in My personal 
form. This is the first step of the nirguna stage, the realm that is 
transcendental to the modes. Before this, he is engrossed in nirvisesa- 
bhava, feelings of impersonalism, due to relinquishing all attraction 
to mundane variety. This nirvisesa-bhava is removed by becoming 
situated in that nirguna stage and taking shelter of pure bhakti-yoga. He 
then realizes the stage of transcendental spiritual variety ( cid-visesa ). 

“Great saints such as Sanaka and Vamadeva first deliberated on 
the featureless nirvisesa-brahma by following the path of jnana. Tater 
they achieved nectar in the form of nirguna bhakti-rasa by this process 
of devotional service. Unfortunately, those who hanker to achieve 
liberation, forced by the adversity of lowly desire, cannot properly 
situate themselves in brahma-tattva, and therefore, they do not attain 
that bhakti which is beyond the modes as their highest attainment. 
In the form of the Supreme Personality of Godhead ( nirguna-savisesa- 
tattva), I am indeed the shelter of the impersonal brahma, which is the 
supreme destination of the jnanis. My form as Krsna is the shelter of 
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all immortality, imperishability, eternality, love of God in the form 
of the eternal occupation, and the ever-blissful nectarean mellows of 
Vraja. These are all attainable by taking shelter of My krsna-svarupa. 
1 am that para-tattva, beyond the material modes and full of variety.” 

“Mukti-pradata sarvesam visnur eva na samsayah - Visnu alone is the 
bestower of mukti.” The Srutis also say, u tam eva viditvatimrtyum eti - 
merely by knowing Him, one becomes free from the clutches of 
death” ( Svetasvatara Upanisad 3.8). The Padma Purana states, “ visnor 
anucaratvam hi moksam ahur manisinah - thoughtful sages who have 
realized the Absolute say that liberation means service to the lotus 
feet of Bhagavan.” And the Skanda Purana states, “ kaivalaya-dah param 
brahma visnur eva sanatanah - only Visnu, who is the supreme brahma, 
is beyond impersonal oneness and eternal.” 

Thus ends the Sarartha-varsin 1 Prakasika-vrtti, 
by Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja, 
on the Fourteenth Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-gita. 
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Purusottama-Yoga 

Yoga Through Understanding 
the Supreme Person 


Verse i 



Wir ^ tt dctedjis* ii 


srl bhagavan uvaca - 

urddhva-mulam adhah-sdkham asvattham prdhur avyayam 
chandamsi yasya parnani yas tam veda sa veda-vit 

srl bhagavan uvaca - the all-opulent Supreme Lord said; urddhva-mulam - 
whose roots grow upwards; adhah-sdkham - whose branches grow 
downwards; asvattham - the sacred fig tree; prahuh - they said; avyayam - 
imperishable; chandamsi - the Vedic hymns (that establish the glories of 
fruitive activities); yasya - whose; parnani - leaves; yah - who; tam - that 
tree; veda - knows; sah - he; veda-vit - the knower of the Vedas. 

SrT Bhagavan said: The scriptures describe this material world as 
a special type of imperishable asvattha tree, with roots that grow 
upwards and branches that grow down, the leaves of which are 
the Vedic hymns that eulogize the path of fruitive action ( karma- 
kanda ). He who knows this tree knows the essence of the Vedas. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: This Fifteenth Chapter describes how Sri Krsna cuts 
one’s bondage to material existence. Fie is completely detached from it. 
It describes how the living entity is a part (arhsa) of Isvara and that Krsna 
alone is the purusa who is beyond both fallible and infallible entities. 

The previous chapter stated, “Those who worship Me with one- 
pointed bhakti transcend the modes of material nature and become 
qualified to experience brahma, or transcendence” ( Gita 14.26). One 
may ask, “But You have a human form, so how will one attain a spiritual 
nature by worshipping You through bhakti-yoga ?” In response Sri 
Bhagavan said, “In reality, I am indeed a human being, but I am 
also the supreme shelter and support of that brahma.” This Fifteenth 
Chapter begins with an explanation of this point. Gita 14.26 stated 
that after transcending the modes of material nature, one-pointed 
devotees become qualified to realize brahma. 

What, then, is the nature of this material world consisting of the 
modes of nature? Where is it generated? Who are the living entities 
who cross beyond this material world by their performance of bhakti ? 
What is the specific meaning of brahma in the statement ‘they become 
qualified to realize brahma’? And who are You, the shelter and basis of 
brahma? Expecting these questions, Sri Bhagavan uses an ornamental 
metaphor to describe this material world as a wonderful asvattha tree. 
The first shoot of this tree - namely, four-headed Lord Brahma, the root 
of the mahat-tattva - sprouted from the seed of material nature in Satya- 
loka, the topmost region of the material universe. 

Adhah means that the branches of this tree extend downwards 
to such planets as the heavens and Earth, as unlimited demigods, 
Gandharvas, Kinnaras, demoniac species - such as Asuras, Raksasas, 
Pretas (ghosts) - human beings, and animals, such as cows, horses, 
birds, insects and non-moving living entities. For the fruitive workers, 
this tree bestows the fourfold results of religiosity ( dharma ), wealth 
(■artha ), sense-enjoyment ( kama ) and liberation ( moksa ) as its fruits. 
For this reason, it is called uttama, the best. 

Adhah also means that according to the perception of devotees, 
this material world will not exist in the future. In other words, it is 
temporary and subject to destruction. But for non-devotees, however, 
it is avyayam, eternal. 
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Statements that establish fruitive activities are given in the Vedas. 
Chandamsi means that those desiring opulence will perform sacrifice 
to the wind-god Vayu by offering Him a white goat, and those who 
desire progeny will perform a sacrifice to the eleven fndras. Since 
fruitive activities make the material world expand, they are like the 
leaves on the tree of the Vedas. The tree only appears beautiful due to 
its leaves. Those who know this are called the knowers of the Vedas. It 
is said in the Katha Upanisad (2.3.1), “This material world is an eternal 
asvattha tree. Its roots extend upwards and its branches downwards.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI : In the previous chapter, it was 
explained that a jlva becomes qualified to experience the impersonal 
brahma only by bhakti to Sri Krsna. This is because Sri Krsna Himself 
is the sole shelter of brahma, or transcendence. In the present chapter, 
purusottama-yoga, yoga through understanding the Supreme Person, 
is being explained to clearly convey information about Krsna’s trans¬ 
cendental form. Sri Krsna, the origin of the material world, is the 
Supreme Truth. But His separated parts ( vibhinnamsa ), the jtvas, do not 
recognize Him and have thus neglected to serve Him. Consequently, 
from time immemorial, they are bound in the cycle of birth and death 
within this material existence, wandering throughout various species 
of life and suffering the threefold miseries. They are completely unable 
to get out of this cycle because they repeatedly become attached to the 
fruits of their actions. 

In this chapter, Bhagavan Sri Krsna, by His causeless mercy, is giving 
instructions about the nature of this material world. He does so in an 
interesting way. His purpose is to bring helpless jtvas out of the cycle of 
karma and create in them a feeling of renunciation towards the material 
world. He gives the example of an asvattha tree to present this subject in 
a simple manner. Just as an asvattha tree expands to an enormous size, 
with endless branches, twigs, leaves, flowers and fruits, in the same 
way, this material world also expands. Its various branches are the 
Rg, Sama, Yajuh and Atharva Vedas and its leaves are the Vedic hymns, 
which establish the means for attaining one’s desires for immediate 
material enjoyment by performing fruitive activities. In this way, this 
tree of material existence appears to bestow the fruits of dharma, artha, 
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kdma and moksa to the conditioned living entities who are in bondage 
as a result of their actions. 

The sight of this tree is so instantly pleasing that a conditioned soul 
cannot possibly know that its fruits are poisonous, and he becomes 
enchanted. But devotees realize the poisonous nature of its fruits and say 
that it can only be cut down with the weapon of renunciation. The name 
of this tree, asvattha, means na svah sthasyati - not existing in the future. 

Those who understand that the material world is temporary 
know the Vedas. Bhagavan has clearly refuted the conception of the 
mayavadls who claim that this material world is false, or a dream. 
In fact, this material world is a reality and eternal, but it undergoes 
changes and is periodically annihilated. This is lucidly established in 
all the statements of scripture and of Sri Bhagavan. 

Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Sri Bhagavan as saying, “O Arjuna, 
if you think that it is better to follow the statements of the Vedas and 
thus take shelter of material life, then listen. This material world, which 
is generated by karma (fruitive acts), is a specific type of asvattha tree. 
For those who take shelter of karma , this tree is imperishable and its 
roots spread upwards. The statements of the Vedas that establish fruitive 
action are its leaves, and its branches spread downwards. This means 
that this tree gives the results of the living entity’s actions through Me, 
the Supreme Absolute Reality. Those who know the temporary nature 
of this tree indeed know its reality.” 

Verse 2 

R'^Tcpri fepTT'J^TT^f: | 

^FF^TtTT || ^ || 

adhas corddhvam prasrtas tasya sakha 
guna-pravrddha visaya-pravdldh 
adhas ca mulany anusantatani 
karmanubandhini manusyadoke 
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adhah - downwards (to various species of life such as human beings and 
animals); ca - and; urddhvam - upwards (to superior species such as the 
demigods); prasrtah - are extended; tasya - of this (tree of this material 
world); sakhah - branches; guna-pravrddhah - nurtured by the three 
binding influences of material nature; visaya-pravalah - its twigs are the 
objects of the senses; adhah - downwards; ca - and; mulani - its roots; 
anusantatani - are always expanding; karma-anubandhlni - binding to 
fruitive activities; manusya-loke - in human society. 

The leaves on the branches of this tree of the material world, in 
the form of various sense objects, are nurtured by the three modes 
of nature. Its branches spread to the lower species of life such as 
human beings and animals, as well as to the higher species such 
as the demigods. The roots of this tree are the desires for sense 
enjoyment. They bind one to the flow of actions and the reactions 
of action and increasingly spread downwards. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI; The branches of this tree of the material world 
spread everywhere. Adhah means ‘in the lower species, such as animals’, 
and urddhva means ‘in the higher species, such as the demigods’. As a 
tree is nourished by pouring water on it, this tree of the material world is 
nourished by the different tendencies of the modes of nature, such as the 
mode of goodness. Sense objects such as sound are its leaves. Moreover, 
some believe that a great treasure is hidden beneath the original roots 
of the tree. Like a banyan tree, this tree also has branches and matted 
tangles. Although its origin is in Brahma-loka, its roots are in human 
society. These roots, which take support from fruitive acts (karma) are 
ever-expanding. The living entity undergoes the result of his actions by 
receiving a body in any other species. Then, upon attaining a human 
body, he engages in fruitive action. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
says, “Many branches on this tree take support of the mode of ignorance 
and spread downwards. Many branches are nourished by the mode of 
passion and are situated in the middle of the tree, spreading outward. 
And many branches are supported by the mode of goodness and spread 
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upwards. Material sense pleasures are the shoots of these branches. The 
external matted roots of this tree, like that of a banyan tree, search for 
the fruit of action and spread downwards.” 

Verses 3-4 

HFcft H xilfcf ^ TT'TRT^ I 

clcT: qcf cfcT MKHIIhdod' 

dITHH tjcTT fadrlPd WJ: I 

cl^cl xTTlf W&i 

^TcT: ScjfrT: VKpT\ imi 

na rupam asyeha tathopalabhyate 
nanto na cadir na ca sampratistha 
asvattham enam su-virudha-mulam 
asanga-sastrena drdhena chittva 

tatah padam tat parimargitavyam 
yasmin gata na nivartanti bhuyah 
tam eva cadyam purusam prapadye 
yatah pravrttih prasrta puranl 

na - nor; rupam - the form; asya - of this (tree); iha - within this world; tatha - 
as described above; upalabhyate na - is not perceivable; antah - its end; 
na - nor; ca - also; adih - its beginning; na - nor; ca - also; sampratistha - 
existing but not perceived; asvattham - pi pal tree; enam - this; su-virudha- 
mulam - very firmly rooted; asanga-sastrena - by the sharp axe of detachment; 
drdhena - resolutely; chittva - having cut down; tatah - then; padam - place; 
tat - that; parimargitavyam - one must dutifully search out; yasmin - whence; 
gatah - having attained; na nivartanti - they never return; bhuyah - again; 
tam - to that; eva - indeed; ca - and; adyam - primeval; purusam - person; 
prapadye - surrender; yatah - whence; pravrttih - cycle of birth and death; 
prasrta - has been expanded; purani - this ancient. 
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The actual form of this tree of material existence, as described 
above, is not perceivable within the world, for its beginning, end 
and existence cannot be ascertained here. Therefore, after resolutely 
cutting down this deeply rooted tree of material existence with the 
sharp axe of intense detachment, one should search out the lotus 
feet of that primeval Person, Sri Bhagavan, who is the root of this 
tree. Once one takes shelter of Him,from whom the cycle of birth 
and death expands, one never returns to this material world. With 
the heartfelt feeling, “I fully surrender unto that primeval Person,” 
one should take full shelter of Him. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In this mortal world, the svarupa, or actual form, 
of this tree, as described above, certainly cannot be understood. There 
are many different opinions about this tree: ‘it is true’, ‘it is false’, ‘it 
is eternal’. Because this tree has no limit, it is endless, and because it 
has no beginning, it is beginningless. It also has no substratum, or 
support. What, then, is its basis, or foundation? What is it? A person 
with no knowledge of the Truth cannot understand this. Regardless of 
what it may be, one should cut it down with the weapon of detachment, 
knowing it to be the only remedy for one’s endless misery. One should 
then search for the great wealth present at its roots. It is for this end 
that Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse describing the banyan tree. Here 
the word asahga (in verse 3) means to be detached from everything. 
Cutting down this tree with the axe of detachment, one should search 
for brahma, the Supreme Lord, who is the great wealth and root 
(origin) of the tree. 

“What is the nature of that origin?” In response to this question, Sri 
Bhagavan says, “Having attained the root, or origin, one never returns 
to this temporary material world.” 

“How is one to search for this root?” To this He responds, “One must 
take shelter of that primeval Person and devoutly worship Him. It is 
from Him that this material world, which is without beginning, has 
expanded, so it is imperative to search for Him with devotion.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Ordinary people cannot 
understand the reality of this tree of material existence. That is, they 
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are unable to ascertain its beginning, end and foundation. Even after 
they have understood the sequence of the creation of this material 
world, from the unmanifest material energy ( mahat-tattva ) to the false 
ego ( ahankara ), etc., they remain ignorant, not knowing that it is the 
Supreme Lord, in fact, the actual shelter of everyone, who is the original 
support of material nature. The living entity’s aversion to Bhagavan 
causes him to be bewildered by the deluding external energy, maya, 
and binds him to material existence, consisting of the three material 
qualities ( gunas ). Impelled by these gunas, he wanders to the lower 
and higher regions of this material world, finally becoming completely 
exhausted. Although he feels the need to cut this tree of material 
existence, he is unable to trace out its root. It is only on the strength of 
practising bhakti in the association of saintly persons that it is possible 
to cut attachment to the material realm. With this understanding, a 
fortunate living entity surrenders to the lotus feet of the Supreme 
Truth, Sri Hari, and begins to perform bhajana of Him. As a result, 
he becomes free from the clutches of the material world and attains 
eternal service to Sri Bhagavan in His abode. This is also described in 
Srlmad-Bhagavatam (1.5.18): 

tasyaiva hetoh prayateta kovido 

na labhyateyad bhramatam upary adhah 
tal labhyate duhkhavad anyatah sukham 
kalena sarvatra gabhlra-ramhasa 

Intelligent people should only endeavour for transcendental 
happiness of the self, which cannot be attained by wandering 
from Brahma-loka in the upper planets to Sutala-loka in the lower 
planets. However, as far as sense pleasures are concerned, they are 
automatically obtained without any endeavour in due course of 
time, in every species of life, even in hell. 

Moreover, in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (n.2.37) it is said: 

bhayam dvitlyabhinivesatah syad 
Isad apetasya viparyayo ’smrtih 
tan-mayayato budha abhajet tarn 
bhaktyaikayesam guru-devatatma 
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This means that the jlva has lost his memory due to being 
separated from the Lord, Paramesvara. Bewildered, the living 
entity becomes absorbed in other sense objects, and because 
of this, he feels fear arising from misidentifying his self with 
his body. In this way, the conditioned jlvas are bound by may a. 
Learned persons should therefore take shelter of the lotus feet of 
sri guru and perform exclusive devotion to Sri Krsna. By doing 
so, they can cross over maya. 


Verse 5 



nirmana-moha jitasanga-dosa 

adhyatma-nitya vinivrtta-kamah 
dvandvair vimuktah sukha-duhkhasarhjhai- 
rgacchanty amudhah padam avyayam tat 

nirmana-mohah - who are free from absorption in pride and delusion; jita- 
sanga-dosah - free from the fault of (degrading) attachments; adhyatma- 
nityah - always engaged in spiritual practices; vinivrtta-kamah - free 
from sensual hankerings; dvandvaih - from the dualities; vimuktah - fully 
liberated; sukha-duhkha-samjiiaih - known as happiness and distress; 
gacchanti - they attain; amudhah - unbewildered (liberated persons); 
padam - abode; avyayam - imperishable; tat - that. 

Only liberated personalities - who are free from pride and 
delusion, who have overcome the degradation of false attachment, 
who are engaged in searching for Paramatma and who are free 
from sensual hankerings and from the dualities of happiness and 
distress - attain that unchangeable, eternal abode. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “How do those people who perform bhakti to 
Him attain His abode?” In response, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse 
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beginning with nirmana-moha. Adhyatma-nityah means that those 
whose concern is to discriminate between what is eternal and what is 
temporary remain engaged in deliberation on Paramatma. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Here the words padam avyayam 
mean ‘the eternal abode’. Only loving service to the lotus feet of Sri 
Bhagavan is an eternal position. To obtain service to the lotus feet of Sri 
Bhagavan in His abode, in any one of the rasas, one must first surrender to 
His lotus feet. But it is not easy to surrender to Him, for as long as a living 
entity remains intoxicated by the false ego, which is related to the subtle 
and gross body, he thinks he is the controller of material nature. In this 
condition, he neglects Sri Bhagavan and His devotees and does not accept 
their instructions. 

When, however, material nature punishes the living entity by giving 
him various miseries, he begins to realize, by the mercy of Bhagavan 
or His devotee, that the Supreme Lord (Paramesvara) is the master of 
material nature, and that he, the living entity, is completely powerless 
and helpless. Birth and death, loss and gain, fame and infamy are all 
controlled by Paramesvara alone, and the jlva is just like a puppet 
in His hands. When the jlva realizes this fact, he surrenders to the 
feet of Bhagavan, and the path of bhakti becomes wide open for him. 
Saranagati (surrender) is the sole doorway to spiritual life, the realm of 
bhakti. The present day non-devotee thinks that the land, country and 
Earth belong to him and also that he is controlled by human society, 
but this is a complete misconception and the root cause of all miseries 
and bondage. 


Verse 6 

H rRTPT WT HHIISJI 

na tad bhasayate suryo na sasanko na pavakah 
yad gatva na nivarttante tad dhama paramam mama 

na - neither; tat - that; bhasayate - illuminate; suryah - the sun; na - nor; 
sasankah - the moon; na - nor; pavakah - fire; yat - which; gatva - having 
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attained; na nivarttante - he never returns; tat - that (place); dhama - 
abode; paramam - supreme (all-illuminating); mama - Mine. 

In that supreme self-effulgent realm, sun, moon and fire are not 
required for illumination. When surrendered persons attain that 
abode of Mine, they do not return to this world. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “What is the nature of that supreme abode?” In 
response, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with na tad. That 
place is free from miseries such as heat and cold, and it is self-luminous. 

“That supreme abode of Mine is superior to all others and beyond the 
scope of the material senses. It is tejah, all-illuminating.” It is said in 
the Hari-vamsa that Parabrahma, the Supreme Reality, who is superior 
to brahma, has arranged the universe and made it appear in various 
forms. “O Bharata, you must know about that brahma. My concentrated 
effulgence.” It is also said in Katha Upanisad (2.2.15): 

na tatra suryo bhati na candra tarakam 
nema vidyuto bhanti huto ’agni 

What to speak of fire, not even the effulgence of the sun, the light 
of the moon and stars, and the splendour of lightning exist there. 
Everything is illuminated by His effulgence only. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The svarupa, or intrinsic 
nature, of Bhagavan’s abode is explained in the present verse. After 
reaching that abode, one never returns to the material world. That 
abode is not illuminated by the sun, moon, fire or lightning; it is 
self-effulgent. That supreme abode is called Goloka, Krsna-loka, 
Vraja, Gokula or Vrndavana. Svayam Bhagavan, Vrajendra-nandana 
Sri Krsna, eternally performs blissful pastimes there, along with His 
associates. Only by cultivating prema-bhakti, or raganuga-bhakti, 
which specifically follows the footsteps of the vraja-gopls, can one gain 
entrance there. There is no other means. Sri Krsna has indicated that 
very dhama by the words paramam mama. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “Neither the 
sun, moon nor fire can illuminate that immutable abode of Mine. 
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After reaching My abode, the jtva is never again cheated of eternal 
bliss. In reality, the living entity is either bound to material existence 
(baddha ) or liberated from it ( mukta ). Due to falsely identifying the 
body with the self, the jlva in his bound state desires to associate 
with matter. The jtva in the liberated state always tastes the nectar of 
blissful service to Me. To attain this state, it is imperative for one who 
is situated within this world to cut the asvattha tree of the material 
world with the weapon of detachment, asanga. 

“Attachment to mundane objects is called sanga. Those who can give 
up that attachment, even while situated within this mundane sphere, 
are by nature nirguna, or beyond the modes of nature, and only they 
achieve devotion that is beyond the modes of nature, nirguna-bhakti. 

“Taking the company of saintly persons is also called asanga. There¬ 
fore, a bound jtva in this material world should give up his attachment 
to mundane objects and, with the help of saintly persons, cut his 
bondage to the material world at the very root. One may pretend to 
practise detachment by accepting the dress of a sannyasl, but this will 
not actually cut one’s mundane entanglement. When a jlva adopts My 
supremely blissful bhakti and relinquishes all desires that have no 
connection with Me, he attains mukti. In other words, the dissolution 
of his bondage to the material world is a mere secondary result of his 
endeavour. Therefore, the bhakti I have described (in Chapter Twelve) is 
the ultimate goal of the jlvas who desire eternal auspiciousness.” 

The previous chapter explained that all types of empirical knowledge 
are contaminated by the modes of nature, and that pure knowledge, 
which acts to serve bhakti, is beyond the modes. This chapter reveals 
that all types of detachment are also contaminated by the modes of 
nature. Only that detachment which arises as a concomitant result of 
bhakti transcends the modes of material nature. 

Verse 7 

TTRcrmf 4 cm')c£ ^ftcrqcT: TRTcFT: I 
TFT: y^ld-hTTTT 

mamaivamso jlva-loke jiva-bhutah sandtanah 
manah sasthanlndriycini prakrtisthani karsati 
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mama - My; eva - certainly; amsah - separated part and parcel ( vibhinnamsa ); 
jlva-lohe - in the world of conditioned living beings; jiva-bhutah - who 
experience conditioned life; sanatanah - eternal; manah - including the 
mind; sasthani - the six; indriyani - senses; prakrti-sthani - which are 
subject to the influences of material nature; karsati - attracted. 

The eternal living entities in this material world are certainly My 
separated parts and parcels ( vibhinnamsa ). Situated in material 
nature, they are attracted by the six senses, including the mind. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: “Who are the living entities who perform 
bhakti to You and consequently transcend this material world to 
obtain Your abode?” In response, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse 
beginning with mamaivamsah. The Varaha Purana states, “The amsas 
(parts) of Bhagavan are of two types: svamsa (personal expansions) 
and vibhinnamsa (separated expansions). The jivas are vibhinnamsa, 
separated parts.” The living entities are eternal, but in the conditioned 
state they identify with their material bodies. In this way, they are 
bound by mundane attraction through the mind and the five senses. 
Due to this ego they think, ‘All this is mine,’ and thus they are drawn 
to worldliness, as if hauled by a chain binding their feet. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the present verse, Sri 
Bhagavan is explaining jiva-tattva, the fundamental truth of the living 
being. The jiva is a part (amsa) of Bhagavan, but one should understand 
which type of part. Sri Bhagavan’s amsas are of two types: svamsa 
(personal expansions) and vibhinnamsa (separated expansions). Within 
the svamsa category is visnu-tattva, or incarnations of the Lord like 
Matsya, Kurma, Nrsimha and Rama. 

The living entities are vibhinnamsa-tattva. His separated parts. 
When Bhagavan, who is composed of eternality, knowledge and bliss, 
is separated from all other energies and endowed exclusively with 
His marginal potency ( tatastha-sakti ), then these separated parts are 
called vibhinnamsa-tattva. 

This is also explained in the following manner: the living entities are 
generated from thejiva-sakti, or tatastha-sakti, which is non-different 
from Bhagavan, and they are known as vibhinnamsa-tattva. In some 
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ways, they are non-different from the Lord, and in other ways they are 
different from Him. Therefore, their relationship with Bhagavan is one 
of inconceivable oneness and difference. This philosophy is termed 
acintya-bheda-abheda-tattva. 

Jlvas can be in one of two states: bound or liberated. In the liberated 
state, the living entity is free from illusory designations and remains 
engaged in service to Bhagavan. But in the bound state, he remains 
entangled in the material world, being covered by the illusory 
designations of the gross and subtle body. In $rlmad-Bhagavatam 
(11.11.4), this has been explained in the following way: 

ekasyaiva mamamsasya jlvasyaiva maha-mate 
bandho ’syavidyayanadir vidyaya ca tathetarah 

O most intelligent Uddhava, the jlvas are the separated parts of 

Me, who am one without a second and the non-dual Absolute 

Reality. Due to ignorance ( avidya ), they have become bound, and 

by knowledge ( vldya ), they attain liberation. 

Moreover, Srlmad-Bhagavatam (1.7.5) also states, yaya sammohitojlvah. 
“Due to this external energy, the living entity, although transcendental 
to the modes of nature, thinks himself a material product. In this way, 
he undergoes the reactions of material suffering.” 

By speaking this verse ( mamaivamso jlva-loke - the living entity 
is My separated part) Bhagavan Sri Krsna herein refutes the illusory 
conception that the living entity himself is brahma, the Absolute Truth. 

Also, by using the word sanatanah (eternal), Sri Bhagavan refutes 
the opinion of the mayavadls who claim that when brahma accepts the 
shelter of the external, deluding potency, brahma becomes the living 
entity; and when the living entity is freed from that potency, he again 
becomes brahma. 

This verse serves to clarify that the jtva is an eternal entity. He cannot 
merge with anything, nor can he be destroyed. His individual existence 
is eternal, whether he is liberated or bound. Essentially, the jtva is always 
a jiva; it is not possible for him to become the Supreme (brahma). This 
fact has been established in the Gita (2.23-24). Had the jtva ever been 
brahma or if he were actually identical with brahma in every respect, he 
would never have become bound to the material world. That is to say, 
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he would not suffer material miseries. “ Satyam jiidnam anantam - the 
Absolute Reality is eternal, full of knowledge and limitless.” According 
to this scriptural statement, it is impossible for brahma to be in illusion, 
or ignorance. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu therefore told the famous 
monist, Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya, “Paramesvara is the controller 
of maya, and the living entities are controlled by maya. This is what 
scripture establishes. You are saying that the living entity and Isvara are 
one and the same, but this is counter to scriptural statements.” 

The Srutis clearly affirm that the living entity is not brahma: “vasanti 
yatra purusah sarve vaikuntha-murtayah - people who are free from 
maya can acquire a form suitable for residence in Vaikuntha, where 
they serve Sri Narayana, the master of Vaikuntha” ( Srlmad-Bhagavatam 
3.15.14). In other words, after obtaining their spiritual nature and 
form ( sarupya-mukti ) they serve Sri Narayana. In the present verse, 
Sri Krsna’s words such as jlva-bhutah, mamamsah and sanatanah also 
demonstrate the futility of the opinion that this material world is false 
and that the living entity and brahma are one. 

Other mayavadls (pratibimba-vadls ) hold that the living entity and 
also inert matter are a reflection of brahma, but this conception, also, 
is speculative and without foundation: 

(1) If brahma is all-pervading, how can He have a reflection? 

(2) Who sees the reflection, and where exactly is He reflected? If one 
considers the jtva to be the seer and avidya, or ignorance, the place 
of reflection, then one has to accept the existence of two objects that 
are separate from brahma: the jtva and maya in the form of ignorance. 
How, then, can brahma be ekam evadvitlyam - one without a second, 
and how can He be all-pervading? 

(3) Brahma is not the object of perception, for He is without energy, 
transformation or qualities and is nirguna. How can transcendental 
brahma be divided if even the sky, which is a material element, 
cannot be divided? 

Therefore, the mayavada philosophy, that brahma has divided into 
parts to become the jiva ( pariccheda-vada ), is also completely baseless. 

Scripture says that brahma is avikdrl, devoid of transformation. This 
means He cannot transform into a jtva or into matter. We can therefore see 
that both concepts of the mayavadls - pratibimba-vada (the philosophical 
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treatise that the living entity and inert matter are a reflection of brahma) 
and pariccheda-vada (the opinion that brahma has divided into parts as 
the jlva) - are illusory. One may argue that this assertion contradicts 
Vedic statements such as “ sarvam khalv idam brahma - everything 
is brahma ”, and “tat tvam asi - you are that (you, the living entity, are 
brahma)”, but all scriptures, including the Upanisads and Vedanta, 
explain that it is Bhagavan’s potency ( sakti ) and not Bhagavan Himself 
that has transformed into the living entities and the universe. Bhagavan 
(brahma ) is non-different from His potency, so in that sense, the living 
entity and this material world, which are transformations of the potency 
of brahma, are also non-different from brahma. 

Sruti statements such as “ nityo nityanam cetanas cetananam - He is the 
supreme eternal among all eternals. He is the supreme conscious entity 
amongst all other conscious entities” clearly establish the difference 
between the jlva, brahma and Bhagavan. This is also established by 
various statements in the Gita. For example, Gita 15.18 states, “I am 
purusottama-tattva, the Supreme Person, beyond both perishable and 
imperishable entities.” 

Therefore, everything is composed of brahma. Parabrahma however, 
is Sri Krsna Himself who is indeed beyond everything. The mayavadls 
falsely assert that the Upanisad statement tat tvam asi means ‘you are 
that’, but this speculation is against the conclusions of scripture. This 
statement’s actual import is, ‘you belong to Him; you are the servant of 
Bhagavan’. All the statements of the Vedas establish this as the actual 
meaning of tat tvam asi. 

Sankaracarya explains the following two statements: 

rtam pibanto suhrtasya loke guham pravistau parame parardhe 

Katha Upanisad (1.3.1) 

Having entered within the cave of the heart, both Paramatma and the 

self-realized soul drink the nectar of the Truth for a very long time. 

And: 

guham pravistav atmanau hi tad-darsanat 

Brahma-sutra (1.2.113) 

Certainly the two souls have entered the cave so that the Supreme 

Lord can reveal Himself to the jlvatma. 
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Sarikaracarya, what to speak of others, has accepted the existence of 
two separate purusas due to the grammatical construction of the word 
atmanau in this verse. These two purusas are vijnanatmd (the living 
entity) and Paramatma (the Supersoul). The difference between the 
jlva and brahma has been shown in various places in the Srutis, which 
explain that Paranresvara is vibhu (all-pervading), and that the jlva is 
anu (atomic). Some examples of this are as follows: 

(1) yathagneh ksudrd visphulinga - just as tiny sparks from a fire fly in 
all directions ( Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad 2.1.20). 

(2) balagra-sata-bhagasya satadha kalpitasya ca - if the tip of a hair 
is divided into one hundred parts and if one part is again divided 
into one hundred, that is considered to be the size of the jlva. Such 
jlvas are declared to be eternal ( Svetasvatara Upanisad 5 . 9 ). 

(3) eso ’nur atma cetasa veditavyo - This tiny atma, who reposes on the 
five kinds of vital airs, should be understood through the mind. The 
entire consciousness of the living beings is extended throughout the 
body by those life-airs, and in the fully pure state of consciousness, 
that atma becomes manifest ( Mundaka Upanisad 3 . 1 . 9 ). 

(4) yatha samudre vahavas tarahga - as in the ocean there are many 
waves ( Tattva-muktavali 10). 

(5) anu hijivam prati-deha-bhinnam - the living entities are certainly 
atomic in dimension; one living entity is situated in each body 
(Dasa-sloki by Sri Nimbarka). 

(6) hladinya samvidaslistah sac-cid-ananda isvarah svavidya-samvrto 
jivah sahklesa nikarakarah - The Supreme Lord, the Supreme 
Controller, is the embodiment of eternity, cognizance and bliss and 
is accompanied by the pleasure ( hladini ) and cognizance ( samvit ) 
potencies. The conditioned soul, however, is always covered by 
ignorance and is thus a storehouse of all kinds of tribulations (Sri 
Visnusvami, cited in Sridhara Svami’s Bhavartha-dipika commentary 
on Srimad-Bhagavatam 1 . 7 . 6 ). 

(7) yah sarvesu bhutesu tisthan sarvebhyo bhutebhyo ’ntaro - the living entity 
engrossed in ignorance of his true nature experiences helplessness 
amidst a multitude of sufferings ( Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad 3.7.15). 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “If you doubt 
how the living entities attain these two states, then listen. I am 
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Bhagavan, the embodiment of complete eternality, knowledge and bliss. 
I have two types of expansions (amsa): svarhsa and vibhinnamsa. As 
svamsa, I perform pastimes in forms such as Rama and Nrsimha. As 
vibhinnamsa , 1 manifest asjivas, who are My eternal servants. In svamsa- 
tattva, the ego of being the Supreme exists fully. In My vibhinnamsa, 
however, 1 do not have the ego of being the Supreme, and therefore 
a separate individual appears. This living entity, vibhinnamsa-tattva, 
has two states: mukta (liberated) and baddha (bound). The jiva is 
eternal, regardless of whether he is liberated or conditioned. In the 
liberated state, the jiva is completely dependent upon Me and has no 
relationship with material nature. In the bound state, the jiva accepts 
the six senses (the mind and the five external senses) as his own 
and identifies with them while situated in the material body, which he 
also sees as himself.” 


Verse 8 

TRlfcT dld4^lfddl^ldld_JI£II 

sariram yad avapnoti yac capy utkramatisvarah 
grhitvaitani samyati vdyur gandhan ivasayat 

sariram - to the body; yat - whichever; apnoti - he accepts; yat - whichever; 
ca api - and also; utkramati - exits from; isvarah - the master (of the senses 
of the material body), the living entity; grhitva - taking; etani - these 
(the mind and the five senses); samyati - he travels; vayuh - the wind; 
gandhan - scents; iva - just as; asayat - from a container (of flowers or other 
substances). 

Just as the wind carries the aroma of flowers and other substances, 
so the embodied living entity, the master of the senses, carries 
the six senses from whichever body he abandons to whichever 
body he achieves. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “What does he (the living entity) do when he 
is attracted by the senses?” Expecting this question, Sri Bhagavan 


796 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Purusottama-Yoga 


Verse 8 


speaks this verse beginning with sarlram yad avapnoti. Karma controls 
whatever gross body is attained by the living entity, the master of the 
body and senses. He carries the senses, along with the subtle elements, 
from whichever body he leaves and then enters a new body, just as the 
wind carries an aroma from its source, such as a flower garland or 
sandalwood, to another place. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sri Bhagavan is explaining 
how a conditioned soul achieves another body. After death, his 
condition of being bound does not cease. Until a living entity becomes 
free from the material world by worshipping Sri Bhagavan, he has to 
take repeated births in accordance with the impressions of his past 
actions. Sri Bhagavan uses an analogy to explain the living entity’s 
transit to a new body. The wind carries the aroma of a flower but not 
the flower itself, which remains where it is. Similarly, at the time of 
death, the living entity gives up his gross body and accepts the shelter 
of another gross body, taking with him the mind and its desires, along 
with the senses. In this way, he repeatedly accepts different bodies 
according to the actions he desires to perform. This is also described 
in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.22.37): 

manah karma-may am nfnam indriyaih pancabhir yutam 
lokal lokam prayaty anya atma tad anuvartate 

It is indeed the mind, which carries the impressions of one’s 
actions, that travels from one body to another along with the five 
senses. The soul is different from the mind, but it follows it, being 
driven by the false ego. 

This is also stated by Kapiladeva in Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.31.43): 

dehena jiva-bhutena lokal lokam anuvrajan 
bhunjana eva karmani karoty aviratam puman 

Due to a particular type of body, the conditioned materialistic 
living entity wanders from one planet to another, following his 
material desires. In this way, he involves himself in fruitive 
activities and enjoys the result incessantly.* 
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Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura says, “Death does not terminate one’s 
bound state. A living entity’s past actions determine his next gross body, 
and in due course of time, he will move on from that also. As he travels 
from one body to the next, he carries with him desires to perform bodily 
activities. Just as the wind carries an aroma from its source, such as 
flowers or sandalwood, to another place, the jtva, along with the subtle 
elements and the senses, travels from one gross body to another.” 

Verse 9 

# 5 r xpg: viyfa ^ ttft ^ri 

3#wi n ^ n 

srotram caksuh sparsanam ca rasanam ghranam eva ca 
adhisthaya manas cayam visayan upasevate 

srotram - ears; caksuh - eyes; sparsanam - the sense of touch; ca - and; 
rasanam - the tongue; ghranam - of the nose; eva - especially; ca - 
and; adhisthaya - by taking shelter; manah - of the mind; ca - and; 
ayam - this ( jivatma ); visayan - sense objects (sound, form, touch, etc.); 
upasevate - enjoys. 

Taking shelter of the ears, eyes, tongue, nose, sense of touch and 
also the mind, the living entity enjoys various sense objects, such 
as sound. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Upon reaching the next body, what does the 
living entity do?” In response to this question, Sri Bhagavan speaks 
this verse beginning with srotram. Taking shelter of the senses such as 
the ears and mind, he enjoys sense objects such as sound. 

Verse 10 

cicvHH-d ftsTcT ■q^FTFT J|U||KqdH I 

HHUVdPd 'DPTFrf ?TH^r^:IUo|| 

utkramantarh sthitam vdpi bhunjanam vd gunanvitam 
vimudha nanupasyanti pasyanti jndna-caksusah 
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utkramantam - when leaving (the body); sthitam - while situated (in 
the body); va api - or even; bhunjanam - while enjoying; va - or else; 
guna-anvitam - possessed of senses; vimudhah - bewildered fools; na 
amvpasyanti - do not perceive in accordance with sastra , sadhu and guru; 
pasyanti - can see; jnana - of divine knowledge; caksusah - those who 
have eyes. 

The foolish, who are bereft of discrimination, cannot perceive with 
their senses the living entity when he leaves the body, while he 
dwells in the body, or even while he enjoys through his senses. 
Those who are wise, however, can see all this. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Arjuna may say, “I have not properly understood 
how the jtva leaves his body, how he dwells in it, and how he enjoys 
the sense objects while residing there.” In response, Sri Bhagavan 
speaks this verse beginning with utkramantam. “A person bereft of 
wisdom cannot understand the soul, along with the senses, either 
when he leaves the body, while he lives in the body, or while he enjoys 
the sense objects. But one with the eye of knowledge can realize it. 

Verse ii 

dd-d) 

dd-dlV^dld-Hdl ^FT WFFT^cTTT: II II 

yatanto yoginas cainam pasyanty atmany avasthitam 
yatanto ’py akrtatmano nainam pasyanty acetasah 

yatantah - endeavouring; yoginah - persons engaged in yoga; ca - indeed; 
enam - him (the soul); pasyanti - see; atmani - in the body; avasthitam - 
situated; yatantah - endeavouring; api - even though; akrta-atmanah - those 
whose minds have not undergone spiritual cultivation; na - not; enam - 
him; pasyanti - they perceive; acetasah - persons devoid of discrimination. 

Endeavouring yogis can see this soul, which is situated within the 
body, but those whose hearts are impure and who are bereft of 
discrimination cannot see the soul, even though striving to do so. 
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SARARTHA-VARSINl: Only the striving yogis who can properly dis¬ 
criminate know the soul, not those with impure hearts. 

SARARTHA-VARSINl PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Wise yogis can experience, 
or perceive, the soul situated within the body by endeavouring to 
practise bhakti-yoga in the form of hearing and chanting. But those 
whose hearts are impure and who are bereft of devotion to Bhagavan 
cannot know this incomprehensible science of the self, atma-tattva. 

Verse 12 

yad aditya-gatam tejo jagad bhasayate ’khilam 
yac candramasi yac cagnau tat tejo viddhi mamakam 

yat - which; aditya-gatam - from the sun; tejah - the splendour; jagat - 
universe; bhasayate - illuminates; akhilam - the entire; yat - which; 
candramasi - in the moon; yat - which; ca - and; agnau - in fire; tat - 
that; tejah - splendour; viddhi - you must understand; mamakam - Mine. 

Know the splendour of the sun, which illuminates the entire 
universe, as well as the splendour of the moon and fire, to be Mine. 

SARART11A-VARSINI: “It is I in the form of the sun, moon and so 
forth who delivers whatever the jiva needs in his bound state.” This 
is explained here, in this verse beginning with yad aditya-gatam, and 
also in the following two Gita verses. “As the splendour of the morning 
sun rising from the Udaya mountain, I illuminate the universe so that 
the living entities can commence their execution of karma (prescribed 
duty), which fulfils their seen and unseen desires for sense enjoyment. 
The splendour of the moon and fire is also Mine, and I am also called 
Surya (the sun), Candra (the moon), etc. Being parts of My splendour, 
they have been counted as My opulences (vi bhutis).” 

SARARTHA-VARSINl PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: An ignorant person, who is 
bereft of bhakti, mistakes the body for the self. He cannot understand 
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that Paramesvara, the Supreme Controller, is the original cause 
behind the existence, or manifestation, of all objects, entities, feelings, 
elements, actions and qualities of this world. He thinks that the root 
cause of all existence is earth, water, fire, air, sky, moon, sun, electricity 
and so on. Here, Sri Krsna clearly says that all these manifest from 
Him alone. It is Bhagavan alone who bestows enjoyment and liberation 
upon the living entity. He creates visible and invisible varieties of 
enjoyment for the jtva by infusing the sun, moon and so forth with a 
partial aspect of His splendour. 

By following vibhuti-yoga as explained here by Bhagavan Himself, a 
living entity practising bhakti-yoga can easily comprehend the above 
truth. But a jlva who is bewildered by maya can never realize this 
truth. Completely controlled by the false ego, he endeavours in vain to 
establish his command over everything - water, air, sun, moon, wind 
and so forth - so he can exploit them for his own material enjoyment. 
He is best advised to give up these futile endeavours and follow the 
process of bhakti by surrendering to Bhagavan. Only by this simple and 
easy process can he attain eternal peace and happiness, otherwise not. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “You may say, 
‘A living entity in this material world cannot deliberate on anything 
but matter, so how can he possibly deliberate on conscious Reality?’ 
But the splendour of My spiritual existence is also in this material 
world. By taking its help, one can gradually attain a pure, spiritual 
state and one’s material state is destroyed. The splendour of the sun, 
moon and fire, which illuminate the whole world, is indeed only Mine; 
it is no one else’s.” 

Verse 13 

WTlfa xjWft: Tf^f: TftHt II*3 II 

gam avisya ca bhutani dharayamy aham ojasa 
pusnami causadhlh sarvah somo bhutva rasatmakah 

gam - the earth; avisya - infusing; ca - and; bhutani - moving and non-moving 
entities; dharayami - sustain; aham - I; ojasa - by My potency; pusnami - I 
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nourish; ca - and; ausadhlh - medicinal herbs; sarvdh - all; someth - moon; 
bhutva - becoming; rasa-dtmakah - the embodiment of nectar. 

By infusing the earth with My potency, I alone sustain all moving 
and non-moving living beings. I nourish all medicinal herbs by 
becoming the moon, the embodiment of nectar. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “By infusing the earth with My own potency, I 
support all moving and non-moving living entities. I alone become 
Candra, the nectarean moon, and nourish all plant life.'’ 

Verse 14 

37# < qp=rr ■gnfoTqrf ^qiftrcT: i 

■SITUTRFffl'Jqni^Tb': xfgfwr II sr*|| 

aham vaisvanaro bhutva prdnindm deham asritah 
prdndpdna-samdyuktah pacamy annam catur-vidham 

aham - 1; vaisvanarah - the fire of abdominal digestion; bhutva - becoming; 
prdnindm - of living entities; deham - of the bodies; asritah - taking shelter; 
prana-apdna-samayuktah - in conjunction with the in-coming and out¬ 
going life-airs; paedmi - I digest; annam - of food; catuh-vidham - the four 
kinds (foods that are chewed, drunk, licked and sucked). 

As the fire of digestion in the bodies of the living entities, I 
combine with the in-coming and out-going breaths to digest the 
four types of foodstuffs. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: “In the form of the digestive fire combined with 
its stimulator, the in-corning and out-going airs, I digest the four types 
of foodstuffs, those that are chewed, drunk, licked and sucked.’’ Foods 
that are broken with the teeth, such as chickpeas, etc., are chewed 
foodstuffs. Sugar candy is licked, sugar cane is sucked and sugar cane 
juice is drunk. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: All embodied beings, from a 
worm to a human, do not even have the independence to digest their 

802 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Purusottama-Yoga 


Verses 14-15 


foodstuffs. Sri Bhagavan says, “In the form of the fire of digestion, I 
digest the food within the body of the jtva.” What, therefore, can one 
who is even incapable of digesting his food actually do? It is essential 
that one surrender to the lotus feet of Bhagavan and give up the 
worthless false ego of depending on his own strength and intelligence. 
It should also be understood that it is Paramesvara only who enters 
the earth and sustains all living entities by His potency. Nothing is 
possible without His potency. 


Verse 15 

wfet W ifc *TtT: I 

^=lt ■'MISJHjI 5>mi 

sarvasya caham hrdi sannivisto 

mattah smrtir jhanam apohanam ca 
vedais ca sarvair aham eva vedyo 
vedcinta'krd veda-vid eva caham 

sarvasya - of all (living beings); ca - and; aham - I; hrdi - in the hearts; 
sannivistah - (situated) as the indwelling witness; mattah - from Me; 
smrtih - remembrance; jnanam - knowledge; apohanam - forgetfulness, 
the destroyer (of the other two); ca - and; vedaih - by the Vedas; ca - and; 
sarvaih - by all; aham - I; eva - only; vedyah - am to be known; vedanta- 
hrt - the compiler of the Vedanta; veda-vit - one who knows the Vedas; 
eva - certainly; ca - and; aham - I. 

I am situated as the indwelling Supersoul in the hearts of all 
living entities. From Me come remembrance, knowledge and the 
destruction of both. By all the Vedas I alone am to be known. 
Indeed, I am the compiler of Vedanta and the knower of the Vedas. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: “Just as I am the digestive fire in the stomach, 
I, the Supersoul, have entered the hearts of all moving and non¬ 
moving living entities as the principle of memory. From Me comes 
remembrance of the objects one has previously experienced, and 
when one’s senses contact sense objects, knowledge comes. Loss of 

803 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Srimad Bhagavad-gita 


Chapter 15 


memory and knowledge also occur because of Me.” After Sri Bhagavan 
explains the assistance He gives the jtva in his bound state, He goes on 
to explain His arrangements for the jtva to attain the liberated state. 
“Through My incarnation as Vedavyasa 1 am the compiler of Vedanta, 
and therefore, f alone know the meaning of the Vedas. In other words, 
nobody knows that meaning but Me.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sola Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
quotes Krsna as saying, “I am situated as the Supersoul, or Isvara, 
in the hearts of all living entities. According to the results of the 
living entities’ past actions, they acquire memory, knowledge and 
forgetfulness of both. Therefore, 1 am not only the impersonal brahma, 
who pervades the whole universe, 1 am also Paramatma, situated in 
the hearts of the living beings and bestowing the fruit of their karma 
upon them. Furthermore, 1 am not just the living entities’ worshipable 
brahma and Paramatma, but 1 am also their instructor, and I bestow 
eternal auspiciousness upon them. 1 am Bhagavan, and 1 alone am to 
be known by all the Vedas. 1 am the compiler and knower of Vedanta. 
Therefore, 1 manifest as brahma, pervading the material world for 
the auspiciousness of all living entities. As Isvara, or Paramatma, 1 
pervade the hearts of all living entities, and as Bhagavan, I bestow the 
supreme transcendental goal. In these three manifestations, 1 deliver 
the conditioned souls.” 


Verse 16 

srrHTRT TT^fr ^T^TT^T TTcT ^Tl 

3TP: TfcfffuT ‘HcTlfH ^T^ll^ll 

dvav imau purusau loke ksaras caksara eva ca 
ksarah sarvani bhutani kuta-stho ’ksara ucyate 

dvau - two; imau - these; purusau - persons; lake - within the (fourteen 
planetary systems of this) world; ksarah - the fallible; ca - and; aksarah - 
the infallible; eva - only; ca - and; ksarah - the fallible; sarvani - all; 
bhutani - (moving and non-moving) living entities; kuta-sthah - the 
unchangeable personality ( brahma ); aksarah - infallible; ucyate - it is said. 
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In the fourteen planetary systems, two purusas are famous: the 
fallible and the infallible. All moving and non-moving living 
entities are said to be fallible, and the immutable person ( kuta- 
stha) is called infallible ( aksara). 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: “Since it is I alone who know all the Vedas, 
I will speak their essence in brief. Listen carefully.” Sri Bhagavan thus 
speaks this and the next two verses beginning here with dvav imau. 

In this universe, consisting of fourteen planetary systems, there are 
two conscious purusas (beings). Who are they? In answer to this, Sri 
Bhagavan says, “He who fails to act according to his constitutional 
identity is ksara-jlva, the fallible living entity, and He who never 
falls from His own svarupa is aksara-brahma, the imperishable and 
infallible entity.” The Srutis say, “ Brahmanas , who know brahma, the 
Supreme Spirit, call Him aksara.” Also in the Srnrtis, only brahma is 
referred to as aksara: aksaram brahma paramam. 

To specifically explain the meanings of the words ksara and aksara, 
Sri Bhagavan again says sarvani bhutani. It is only due to ignorance, 
which has existed since time immemorial, that the living entity 
fails to act in accordance with his original, spiritual identity. Being 
bound by his karma, he wanders throughout all species of life, from 
Lord Brahma down to the non-moving beings. However, the second 
purusa is aksara (infallible) and kuta-stha (unchanging). According 
to the Amara-kosa, kuta-stha means ‘one whose eternal svarupa never 
changes but always remains the same’. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
quotes Krsna as saying, “If you say that prakrti, material nature, is 
one, then you, Arjuna, have actually understood. But you may have 
not understood how many conscious purusas there are. In that case, 
listen. In reality, there are only two types of purusas in this world: 
fallible (ksara) and infallible (aksara). The conscious living entities 
emanating as Sri Bhagavan’s separated parts (vibhinnamsa) are ksara- 
purusa. The living entity is known as such because he is tatastha, 
or marginal, by nature; thus he has the tendency to fall from his 
constitutional position. The infallible personal expansions of the 
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Lord, svamsa-tattva, never fall from Their svarupa. They are called 
aksara-purusa.” Another name for aksara-purusa is kuta-stha-purusa 
(the unchangeable personality). There are three manifestations of this 
unchangeable person: 

(1) Brahma - the aksara-purusa who pervades the entire universe 
upon creating it and who is the negative aspect of the manifested 
universe. Brahma is not an independent truth. 

(2) Paramatma - the partial manifestation of transcendence and the 
refuge and indwelling witness of the conscious jlva within the 
material universe. Since He is related only to the universe, He, also, 
is not an independent truth. 

(3) Sri Bhagavan - the Supreme Personality of Godhead Himself, or 
bhagavat-tattva, is the third manifestation of kuta-stha. This will 
be explained in the eighteenth verse. 

Verse 17 

*ft Fff^RFT#TRr PTHrdodd #=TT: II II 

uttamah purusas tv anyah paramatmety udahrtah 
yo loka-trayam avisya bihharty avyaya isvarah 

uttamah - superior; purusah - personality; tu - however; anyah - another 
(who is different from the two previously mentioned); parama-atma - 
the Supersoul; iti - thus; udahrtah - described; yah - who; loka- 
trayam - within the three worlds; avisya - enters; bibharti - maintains; 
avyayah - the immutable, without transformation; isvarah - the controller. 

There is, however, yet another infallible person who is even 
more superior to the previously mentioned ksara (fallible) and 
aksara (infallible). He is known as the Supersoul, the unchanging 
controller, who enters within the three worlds and sustains them. 

SArARTIIA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan has explained brahma, the wor- 
shipable reality of the jhanis. Now, in this verse beginning with uttamah. 
He explains Paramatma, the worshipable object of the yogis. The word 
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tu (but) indicates a characteristic that is distinct from the previously 
described aksara-purusa (brahma). It was said in the Gita (6.46) that 
yogis are superior to jndnls:jndnibhyo ’pi mato ’dhikah karmibhyas cadhiko 
yogi. From this statement, it is understood that the Absolute Reality 
manifests in a superior and specific way according to the advancement 
and speciality of the worshipper. 

Paramdtma-tattva is explained as follows: He who is the controller 
(isvara) and He who enters, supports and maintains the three worlds 
but who is without transformation (avyayah), is Paramatma. 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
says, “The second infallible person is Paramatma, and He is superior 
to the first infallible person, brahma. He is Isvara and He enters the 
three worlds and becomes situated there as their maintainer.” 

Verse 18 

WTRT I 

^ ^ yfefcT: ^TtR: II s><£ || 

yasmcit ksaram atito ’ham aksarad api cottamah 
ato ’smi loke vede ca prathitah purusottamah 

yasmat - because; ksaram - to the fallible; atltah- transcendental; aham -1 ; 
aksarat - to the infallible; api - even; ca - and; uttamah - superior; atah - 
therefore; asmi - I am; loke - in the world; vede - in the Vedas; ca - both; 
prathitah - renowned; purusa-uttamah - the Supreme Person. 

Since I am transcendental to the fallible living entities and also 
superior to the other two infallible beings, brahma and Paramatma, 
I am renowned both in this world and in the Vedas as Purusottama, 
the Supreme Person. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: After explainingParamatma, the worshipable object 
of the yogis, Sri Bhagavan describes bhagavat-tattva, the fundamental 
truth of the Supreme Lord, who is the worshipable deity of the devotees. 
“I, Sri Krsna, am Bhagavan, and I am renowned as Purusottama. My 
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svarupa is superior to all other forms.” Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse 
beginning with yasmat to explain the term Purusottama and His 
supremacy. His form is transcendental to the fallible ksara-purusa, the 
jlvatma. He is also superior to impersonal aksara-brahma and even to 
the immutable Paramatma. According to the Gita (6.47) “ yoginam api 
sarvesam mad-gatenantaratmana - he who constantly worships Me with 
full faith, always contemplating Me exclusively, is in My opinion the 
topmost of all yogis.” 

The superiority of the sadhaka establishes the superiority and 
speciality of his worshipable deity. Since Sri Krsna is the supreme 
manifestation of Absolute Reality, a person who worships Him is the 
topmost yogi. The use of the word ca establishes Svayam Bhagavan 
Sri Krsna as the topmost of all worshipable Realities ( bhagavat-tattva ), 
superior even to Sri Narayana, the Tord of Vaikuntha. In Srlmad- 
Bhagavatam (1.3.28) Sri Suta Gosvami says: “Some personalities are 
His portions, or parts of His portions, but Sri Krsna alone is Svayam 
Bhagavan.” According to this statement of Sri Suta Gosvami, Krsna is 
the Supreme Reality. 

Although the three words brahma, Paramatma and Bhagavan explain 
the one Transcendental Reality, who is sat, cit and ananda, composed 
of eternality, knowledge and bliss, there is no difference in Their 
true constitutional natures. Also, Srlmad-Bhagavatam (6.9.36) states 
“ svarupa-dvayabhavat - within You there are not two svarupas.” Yet, 
due to the differences in sadhana and also in the results obtained by 
those who worship brahma, Paramatma and Bhagavan, there seems to 
be disparity in that one transcendental Reality. Jnana, yoga and bhakti 
are the respective means by which the jnanls, yogis and bhaktas attain 
their particular goals: brahma, Paramatma and Bhagavan. In fact, 
the result of jnana and yoga is only to attain liberation, whereas the 
result of bhakti is to become a loving associate of Bhagavan. In Srlmad- 
Bhagavatam (1.5.12), it is said, “Brahma-jnana, spiritual knowledge 
in the form of freedom from material affinity, does not appear very 
beautiful or auspicious when it is bereft of bhakti to Bhagavan.” And 
in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (10.14.5), it is said, “O great Personality, in 
previous times, the yogis of this world offered all their activities to 
Your lotus feet when, by the processes of yoga and so forth, they were 
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unable to achieve You. After doing so, they attained bhakti to You, by 
which they realized Your eternal form and very easily attained Your 
supreme abode.” 

From these statements, it is understood that without bhakti, one 
cannot attain liberation by the processes of jiidna and yoga. It is 
imperative for the worshippers of brahma and Paramatma to perform 
bhakti to the Supreme Person in order for them to achieve perfection 
in their respective practices. But there is no need for the worshippers 
of Bhagavan to worship brahma or Paramatma to attain perfection 
in their goal. Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.20.31) states, “For a person 
in this world who is engaged in bhakti-yoga to Me, the processes of 
knowledge and renunciation are not considered the means to attain the 
highest perfection.” Furthermore, Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.20.32-33) 
states: “Whatever result one attains by such processes as prescribed 
duties, knowledge, austerity and renunciation, My devotees can 
easily attain by the process of bhakti, be that result attainment of the 
heavenly planets, liberation, My abode of Vaikuntha or anything else 
they desire. A person who takes shelter of Sri Narayana achieves the 
four goals of human life (religiosity - dharma, material prosperity - 
artha, material sense enjoyment - kdma, and liberation - moksa) 
without performing separate practices to achieve them.” 

It is seen that by the worship of Bhagavan, one can achieve residence 
in the heavenly planets, liberation or prema (love of God), but by the 
worship of brahma and Paramatma, one cannot attain prema. Even 
though brahma and Paramatma do not differ from Bhagavan on the 
basis of tattva, still, Bhagavan is considered superior. 

A flame, a lamp and a big fire are all luminous objects and thus non- 
different in nature, yet to remove the miseries of those suffering from 
cold, the large fire is the most effective. And superior to the blazing fire 
is the sun. Similarly, Bhagavan Sri Krsna is the topmost Absolute Reality. 
Liberation, in the form of nirvana, or merging with brahma, the efful¬ 
gence emanating from Krsna’s form, is attained by perfectly worshipping 
brahma. Sri Krsna even grants this to those who are envious of Him 
and who are highly sinful, such as Aghasura, Bakasura and Jarasandha. 
Therefore, Srila Sridhara Svaml’s commentary on the statement, “I am the 
support of nirvisesa-brahma ” (Gita 14.27) is most appropriate. 
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Srila Madhusudana Sarasvati has also established the supremacy of 
Sri Krsna as follows: “ Sadhakas who want to initiate their eternal good 
fortune should constantly perform worship of Sri Krsnacandra, whose 
form is described in the Srutis as composed of eternality, cognizance 
and bliss, whose complexion is the hue of fresh rain-clouds, who is the 
very ornament of the vraja-gopls, who is the means by which intelligent 
people can cross over the ocean of the material world, and whose 
incarnations perform pastimes to remove the burden of the Earth. I 
do not know any other Reality superior to lotus-eyed Sri Krsna, who 
has a face like a full moon, who is adorned with a flute in His hands, 
who wears yellow garments and whose lips are reddish like a bimba 
fruit. Various scriptures give evidence of the wonderful glories of Sri 
Krsna. Those who cannot tolerate this are fools and destined for hell.” 

Srila Madhusudana Sarasvati has thus established Sri Krsna’s excel¬ 
lence. It is improper to voice one’s disagreement with this explanation 
of these three Gita verses (15.16-18) beginning from dvav imu. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: This subject has been de¬ 
scribed more clearly in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (1.2.11): 

vadanti tat tattva-vidas tattvam yaj jhanam advayam 
brahmeti paramatmeti bhagavan iti sabdyate 

Those who know the Absolute Reality describe that ultimate non¬ 
dual substance as the Supreme Truth. Some know this same non¬ 
dual Absolute Truth as brahma, some as Paramatma and others as 
Bhagavan. 

Jhanls, through their practice of jhana-yoga, experience that same 
Absolute Truth as brahma. Yogis realize that Reality as Paramatma, and 
bhaktas, through their practice of bhakti-yoga, see Him as Bhagavan. By 
devotion that is filled with reverence for Bhagavan’s majestic feature, 
devotees realize Him as Sri Narayana, the Tord of Vaikuntha, and render 
service to Him. And by pure loving devotion imbued with a mood of 
sweetness, or worship in the wake of the moods of Vraja, devotees realize 
and serve Him as Svayam Bhagavan Vrajendra-nandana Syamasundara. 
Realization of brahma, Paramatma and Bhagavan is not one and the 
same. There is a gradation. By constitutional nature, water, ice and mist 
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are one - water. Yet water is not called ice or mist, nor is ice called mist 
or water. In the same way, Svayam Bhagavan Sri Krsna is the pinnacle 
of para-tattva. The first realization of that para-tattva is brahma, the 
second realization is Paramatma, and the third is Svayam Bhagavan. 
These three perceptions are not the same. Therefore, scripture describes 
Parabrahma as superior to brahma. This has been very clearly explained 
in the Gita (14.27), “brahmano hi pratisthaham - this is true because 
I alone am the basis and refuge of that undifferentiated, impersonal 
brahma.” The use of the adjective param before brahma and also before 
atma establishes the superiority of Parabrahma and Paramatma over 
brahma and the atma respectively. But the adjective param is never used 
before the word Bhagavan. Therefore, Svayam Bhagavan alone is the 
topmost limit of para-tattva. Paramatma and brahma are just His two 
manifestations. The bodily effulgence of Krsna is called brahma, and the 
portion of His portion is called Paramatma. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “The third and 
topmost infallible being is called Bhagavan. I am that very bhagavat-tattva. 
I am transcendental to ksara-purusa (the jiva), and I am even superior to 
the two other infallible beings, brahma and Paramatma. I am therefore 
celebrated as Purusottama, the Supreme Person, both in this world 
and in the Vedas. This siddhanta should be understood: there are two 
purusas: ksara (fallible) and aksara (infallible). Aksara-purusa has three 
manifestations. The general manifestation is brahma, a higher mani¬ 
festation is Paramatma, and the supreme manifestation is Bhagavan.” 

Verse 19 

*ft HmcFTTR^T 'dlHlid TTHTrTHR I 
TT 'HT ^TRcTII^II 

yo mam evam asammudho janati purusottamam 
sa sarva-vid bhajati mam sarva-bhdvena bharata 

yah - who; mam - Me; evam - thus; asammudhah - undeluded; janati - 
knows; purusa-uttamam - the Supreme Person; sah - he; sarva-vit - one 
who knows all (truths); bhajati - he worships; mam - Me; sarva-bhdvena - 
wholeheartedly; bharata - O descendant of Bharata. 
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O descendant of Bharata, one who is not deluded and who knows 
Me to be Purusottama, the Supreme Person, knows everything 
and engages wholeheartedly in worship of Me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Someone may raise the doubt that philosophers 
will disagree with the meaning that Bhagavan has established. In 
response Sri Bhagavan says, “They argue because they are bewildered 
by My deluding, external energy. Sadhus , however, are not deluded.” 
To explain the characteristics of such saintly persons, He speaks this 
verse beginning with yo mam. Asammudhah means ‘those who are not 
deluded by the opinions of different philosophers’. “Those who know 
Me as Purusottama, the Supreme Person, may not have studied the 
scriptures, but in fact they know all things, simply because they know 
the true meaning of all scriptures. But those who study all the scriptures 
and teach them to others without understanding Me in this way are 
deluded and completely foolish. Those who actually know Me as the 
Supreme Person worship Me with every part of their being. Others are 
not actually worshipping Me, although they may seem to be.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: After explaining paramatma- 
tattva, the worshipable object of the yogis, Bhagavan Sri Krsna Himself 
now explains His purusottama-tattva (the essential truth regarding the 
Supreme Person) and its glories. Because He is transcendental to ksara- 
purusa (the living entity), and also superior to the other two aksara- 
purusas (brahma and Paramatma), He is famous as Purusottama, the 
Supreme Person. He is therefore the shelter of both the jlvatma and 
Paramatma. This has been established in different places in the Gita. 
The quality of the worshipper is understood by the excellence of his 
worshipable deity. Gita 6. 47 also states, “sraddhavan bhajateyo mam sa 
me yuktatamo matah - those bhakti-yogis who engage in the worship 
of Bhagavan with faith are said to be superior to all types of yogis.” 
Therefore, the supremacy of Bhagavan, the worshipable object of the 
devotees, is established over all others. Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.3.28) 
states, “ete camsa-kalah purhsah krsnas tu bhagavan svayam - Krsna is 
the original Personality of Godhead.” 
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And Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu (Eastern Division, 2.32) states that 
although from the point of view of tattva there is no difference between 
the svarupa of Sri Narayana and that of Sri Krsna, from the perspective 
of rasa, the svarupa of Sri Krsna is superior: 

siddhantatas tv abhede ’pi srisa-krsna svarupayoh 
rasenotkrsyate krsna-rupam esa rasa-sthitih 

Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, Eastern Division (2.32) 

Although, according to siddhanta, there is no difference between Sri 
Krsna and Sri Narayana, from the perspective of rasa, Sri Krsna’s 
form is superior. This is the position of rasa. 

Verse 20 

#r ipvm wra i 

T^f^TT WcT qTTcTll^o|| 

id guhyatamam sdstram idam uktam mayanagha 
etad buddhva buddhiman syat krta-krtyas ca bharata 

iti - in this way; guhyatamam - most confidential; sdstram - scripture; 
i dam - this; uktam - has been spoken; maya - by Me; anagha - O sinless 
one; etat - this; buddhva - having understood; buddhiman - enlightened; 
syat - one becomes; krta-krtyah - completely fulfilled; ca - and; bharata - 
O Bharata. 

O sinless descendant of Bharata, I have hereby revealed the most 
confidential secret of the Vedic scriptures, understanding which, 
intelligent persons can become even more blessed. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan is concluding this chapter with 
this verse beginning with iti. He says, “In these twenty verses, I have 
fully expounded the most secret teachings of the scriptures.” After 
deliberation on spirit and matter in this chapter, it is concluded that 
among the threefold manifestations of aksara-purusa, Purusottama Sri 
Krsna is the Supreme Reality. 
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Thus ends the bhavanuvada of Srlla Visvanatha Cakravartl Thakura’s 
Sararlha-varsinl-tlka (the commentary that gives pleasure 
to the devotees and is accepted by all saintly persons) 
on the Fifteenth Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-glta. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In concluding this subject, 
Sri Bhagavan says that the part of scripture delineating purusottama- 
yoga, as described in this chapter, contains the most confidential 
knowledge. The import of this statement is that no one except the 
devotees can comprehend this knowledge. Since Arjuna is a very 
dear devotee of Bhagavan, Sri Bhagavan is revealing knowledge of 
this most confidential reality to him only. The lives of those who are 
able to attain knowledge of this confidential truth by the mercy of the 
devotees are blessed. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “O sinless 
one, this purusottama-yoga is indeed the most confidential instruction 
in the scriptures. Upon knowing it, an intelligent jlva becomes 
enlightened and blessed. O Bharata, all impediments in connection 
with the proper understanding of asraya (the abode of bhakti, the 
living entity) and visaya (the object of bhakti, Bhagavan) are dispelled 
when one understands this yoga. Bhakti is the blissful activity of the 
soul. To correctly execute the process of bhakti, two factors are most 
necessary: the purity of the living entity, who is the abode of devotion, 
and the complete manifestation of Bhagavan, who is the object of 
devotion. As long as the jtva believes that brahma and Paramatma are 
equal to Bhagavan (bhagavat-tattva), he cannot adopt the process of 
pure devotion. The process of bhakti is executed in its purest form only 
when he realizes Sri Krsna as Purusottama and the highest Reality. 

“In bhakti-yoga, during the stage of sadhana, four great anarthas 
(hindrances to one’s spiritual goal) are to be removed by the power 
of taking shelter of the Lord, that is, performing the limbs of pure 
devotion, and by sadhu-sanga. Of these four, the third is hrdaya- 
daurbalya, or weakness of heart, which arises from attachment to the 
material world. Within hrdaya-daurbalya, the jiva’s first weakness 
of heart is his desire to enjoy the material energy by misusing the 
freedom that Bhagavan bestowed upon him in his pure condition. 
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Later on, while wandering in the material world, he develops his 
second weakness of heart, which is an attachment to sense objects. 
All other anarthas are generated from these two weaknesses of heart.” 

The first five verses explain the characteristics of pure renunciation 
that destroy these weaknesses. From the sixth verse to the end of 
this chapter a deliberation on the fundamental truth of the Supreme 
Person, along with appropriate renunciation ( yukta-vairagya ), which 
is generated from bhakti, is given. This chapter describes the difference 
between inert matter and spirit and presents a deliberation on different 
manifestations of conscious Reality. 

Thus ends the Sarartha-varsinl Prakasika-vrtti, 
by Sri Srlmad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvaml Maharaja, 
on the Fifteenth Chapter of Srlmad Bhagavad-glta. 
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3T^PT I 

c(FT cFT^T 3il4dH II * II 

3#HT Ur^Ush^'k^lHI: ^Illhd-Q i>HHJ 
^TT UdMHIHkd #3xTFTvTq II ^ II 

■^T: STRT SjfcT: ^rq^t HlldHllddl I 

^dlufh'dldTd ^TTTrT II3II 

srl bhagavan uvaca - 

abhayam sattva-samsuddhir jndna-yoga-vyavasthitih 
danam damas ca yajnas ca svadhyuyas tapa arjavam 

ahimsa satyam akrodhas tyagah santir apaisunam 
daya bhutesv aloluptvam mardavam hrlr acapalam 

tejah ksama dhrtih saucam adroho ndti-mdnitd 
bhavanti sampadam daivlm abhijatasya bharata 

srl bhagavan uvaca - the Supreme Lord said; abhayam - freedom from 
fear; sattva-samsuddhih - purification of one’s existence (and subsequent 
joyfulness); jnana-yoga-vyavasthitih - becoming firmly situated in 
the process of union with God through transcendental knowledge; 
danam - charity; damah - subduing the external senses; ca - and; yajhah - 
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performance of sacrifice; ca - and; svadhyayah - contemplation of the Vedic 
literature; tapah - celibacy; arjavam - simplicity; ahimsa - non-violence; 
satyam - truthfulness; akrodhah - freedom from anger; tyagah - renunciation 
(of possessiveness towards wife, sons and so forth); santih - peacefulness; 
apaisunam - avoiding fault-finding; daya - mercy; bhutesu - to all beings; 
aloluptvam - freedom from greed; mardavam - gentleness; hrih - modesty; 
acapalam - freedom from being whimsical (steadfastness); tejah - vigour; 
ksama - forgiveness; dhrtih - determination; saucam - cleanliness (both 
internal and external); adrohah - giving up hatred; nati-manita - freedom 
from excessive self-importance; bhavanti - these appear; sampadam - 
qualities; daivlm - of divine; abhijatasya - for one born; bharata - O 
descendant of Bharata. 

Sri Bhagavan said; Fearlessness, joyfulness of heart, becoming 
firmly established in the process of acquiring knowledge, charita¬ 
bleness, sense control, performance of sacrifice, scriptural study, 
penance, simplicity, non-violence, truthfulness, lack of anger, 
detachment from wife, sons and so forth, peacefulness, avoidance 
of fault-finding, kindness to all beings, freedom from greed, 
gentleness, modesty, giving up the tendency to act whimsically, 
vigour, forgiveness, patience, internal and external cleanliness, 
and complete absence of hatred and conceit - these are the divine 
qualities, O Bharata, which manifest in a godly person who appears 
in this world at an auspicious moment. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In the Sixteenth Chapter, Bhagavan Sri Krsna de¬ 
scribes divine and demoniac qualities. He also describes the disposition 
of the two types of created beings that correspond with these qualities. 

The first verse of the Fifteenth Chapter, urdhva-mulam adhah- 
sakham, describes the asvattha tree of the material world, but it does 
not mention its fruits. Remembering this, in the present chapter Sri 
Bhagavan explains the tree’s fruits, which are of two types: one that 
liberates and one that binds. In the first three verses, Sri Bhagavan 
explains the fruit that bestows liberation. 

“How will I ever live alone in the forest without my wife and family?” 
To be free from this type of anxiety is called abhayam, fearlessness. 
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Happiness of heart is called sattva-samsuddhih. Steadiness in the 
process of acquiring knowledge, such as being free from pride, is jndna- 
yoga-vyavasthitih. Danam means ‘to offer foodstuffs meant for oneself 
to others after dividing it properly’. Damah means ‘controlling the 
external and internal senses’. Yajnah means ‘worship of the demigods’. 
Svadhyayah means ‘study of the Vedas’. Tyagah means ‘giving up a 
feeling of possessiveness toward wife and family’. Aloluptvam means 
‘to be free from greed’. The meaning of the rest of the words is clear. 

These twenty-six qualities beginning with fearlessness indicate a 
sattvika disposition, a nature in the mode of goodness, and they are 
attained by one who takes birth at a time that illuminates that sattvika 
nature. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The divine and demoniac 
qualities and propensities that were described briefly in the previous 
chapter are now being explained in detail. Being trapped in the 
network of maya, persons of a demoniac nature take birth in various 
demoniac species of life, which results in misery and pain. On the other 
hand, those of a divine nature, being endowed with noble qualities, 
easily cross over the miserable ocean of birth and death and gradually 
make advancement on the path of bhakti to Sri Bhagavan. Finally, 
they taste the happiness of nectarean service to Him in His abode. 
Such liberated persons never again fall into this material world. The 
host of divine qualities mentioned herein can only manifest in exalted 
persons who take birth at an auspicious time from parents who have 
auspicious qualities and who underwent the garbhddhdna-samskdra, 
the process of conceiving progeny according to Vedic injunctions. 
This is the secret meaning of the word abhijatasya in the above verse. 
Parents should not produce children as cats and dogs do. Sri Krsna 
Himself has said in the Gita that He is that sex life which produces 
good children. Therefore, sex life is not forbidden, but when it is solely 
for sense enjoyment like that of the animals, it is of a hellish nature. 

In the varnasrama system, a sannyasi is considered to be the fore¬ 
most guru of society’s four varnas and asramas. [Varnas, or occupational 
divisions, include brdhmanas - the priestly class, ksatriyas - administra¬ 
tors and warriors, vaisyas - farmers and tradesmen, and sudras - artisans. 
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Asramas, or stages of life, include brahmacari - celibate student, grhasta - 
matrimony, vanaprastha - retirement, and sannyasa - the renounced 
order.] The brahmana is the guru of the other three varnas - ksatriya, 
vaisya and sudra. Only a real sannyasi who possesses all divine qualities 
is the guru of the brahmana. 

All such good qualities are visible in pure devotees. A surrendered 
practitioner of bhakti must be fearless and have the firm conviction, 
“Bhagavan is my protector and He is always with me. He sees and knows 
everything and He sustains me.” When a devotee develops this type of 
faith, he remains completely fearless, wherever he may live, be it at home 
or in the forest. Prahlada Maharaja, Draupadl, the five Pandavas and 
Haridasa Thakura are examples of this. Sri Haridasa Thakura remained 
fearless, even while being beaten by low-class, cruel persons in twenty- 
two market places in Navadvipa, which was then under the strict rule 
of fanatical Muslims. After beating him, they threw him in the river 
Gariga, but he emerged from the current with a healthy body as before 
and returned to the small hut where he performed bhajana. When the 
Muslim ruler and others saw this, they were amazed. Therefore, the 
sadhaka, or practitioner of bhakti, should always be fearless. 

Sattva-samsuddhi means ‘the purity of the self. The conduct of one 
who practices bhakti is pure. In particular, sannyasis and brahmacaris, 
who have given up home, wife and children, should not keep intimate 
relationships with women, ft is forbidden for them to joke with or 
even talk to a woman in a solitary place. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu 
was very strict in this regard. This does not mean that He felt malice 
towards women in general. He made this regulation for sannyasis 
and brahmacaris, who have renounced their family lives. For men, 
the intimate association of women is forbidden, and for women, the 
intimate association of men is forbidden. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu 
gave up His dear devotee Chota Haridasa forever because he associated 
with a woman. In one sense, stri-sahga (loosely associating with 
women) means to look upon any object with a desire to enjoy it. Krsna 
is the Supreme Enjoyer of everyone, and everyone is meant for His 
enjoyment. A sadhaka should remain pure and consider himself to be 
Krsna’s servant. 
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To remain engaged in the cultivation of tattva-jnana, knowledge of 
the Absolute, is called jnana-yoga-vyavasthitih. Sanklrtana-yajna has 
been accepted as the foremost of all sacrifices, or yajnas. Himsa means 
Violence to the jiva’. To not cause pain to any jtva, either by body, mind 
or words is actual non-violence. Specifically, one should not be violent 
to animals. It is violent to block any jtva’s progress toward higher levels 
of consciousness. When an embodied being experiences an untimely 
death, he has to take birth again in the same species of life, and after 
remaining in that body for the rest of the allotted time, he enters another 
species. One should not stop the progress of any living entity for one’s 
personal liking, or selfish purpose. To not do so is non-violence. 

The twenty-six qualities described in this verse are divine. By 
developing them, one can gradually reach the highest platform of self- 
realization. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura writes, “Sri Bhagavan says, ‘Now, Arjuna, 
you may doubt the validity of various statements of scripture that one 
should cultivate sattvika qualities while striving for jnana.’ To dispel 
this doubt, Sri Bhagavan says, The asvattha tree of the material world 
has two fruits. One fruit strongly binds the living entity to the material 
world, while the other liberates him from it. When the jtva’s existence is 
completely purified he becomes fearless. The living entity’s very existence 
is composed of pure spirit ( suddha-sattva ), but in the bound state, this 
pure nature is dominated by the three modes of nature. All scriptures 
have given the process of jnana-yoga with the intention of purifying one’s 
existence. The quality of goodness is conducive for cultivating knowledge, 
which leads to liberation. All these qualities are divine opulences that 
assist the living entity in realizing his pure existence. Anything that 
blocks the living entity from attaining his pure state is demoniac ( asurl- 
sampad). Fearlessness, purity of existence, jnana-yoga, charitableness, 
sense control, sacrifice, penance, simplicity, study of the Vedas, non¬ 
violence, truthfulness, lack of anger, renunciation, peacefulness, giving 
up criticism of others, kindness, absence of greed, gentility, shyness, lack 
of fickleness, vigour, forgiveness, fortitude, cleanliness and lack of envy 
and pride are the twenty-six divine qualities called daivl-sampad. If one 
takes birth at an auspicious moment, he receives these qualities.’” 
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Verse 4 

^ft 9$m: xn 

^nf^FrrcTPT ^ ^wri^rtaimi 

dambho darpo ’bhimanas ca krodhah parusyam eva ca 
ajhdnum cabhijatasya partha sampadam asurlm 

dambhah - hypocrisy (practising religion for fame); darpah - false pride 
due to wealth, learning, etc.; abhimanah - desiring to be worshipped by 
others; ca - and; krodhah - anger; parusyam - cruelty; eva - certainly; ca - 
and; ajnanam - lack of discrimination; ca - and; abhijatasya - for one born; 
partha - O son of Prtha; sampadam - qualities; asurlm - demoniac. 

O Partha, pride, hypocrisy, arrogance, conceit, anger, cruelty and 
lack of discrimination are found in those born with demoniac 
qualities. Those who are born at an inauspicious moment receive 
these qualities. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Now Sri Bhagavan is explaining the fruits 
that bind one to material existence. To pose as a religious person 
while being irreligious is called dambhah, hypocrisy. Pride in one’s 
wealth and education is called darpah, or arrogance. To desire 
respect from others and to be attached to wife and children is called 
abhimanah, conceit. The meaning of the word krodhah (anger) is clear. 
Parusyam means ‘to be cruel or hard-hearted’. Ajnanam means ‘lack 
of discrimination’. Asurl-sampad (demoniac qualities) also indicates 
raksasl-sampad (the qualities of a Raksasa). One who takes birth at a 
time that gives rise to qualities in the modes of passion and ignorance 
receives such qualities, accordingly. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Those whose time of birth is 
inauspicious, their parents having failed to perform the auspicious 
purificatory rites ( samskaras ), are of a demoniac nature. Such people 
make a show of religion and advancement in spiritual life, and in this 
way they cheat simple and innocent people. They consider that the 
goal of life is to acquire wealth, women and prestige. Although they 
themselves do not follow the instructions of scripture, they possess 
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immense pride. They are angered by petty matters and possess not a 
scent of humility. They are hard-hearted and devoid of discrimination. 
All these qualities are asurika, or demoniac, and at all times one should 
try to protect oneself from them. 

Verse 5 

tcft TTR%TTteTFT FRRTFTRTTr TTcTT I 

TTT Ml^cl limi 

daivi sampad vimoksaya nibandhayasuri mata 
ma sucah sampadam daivlm abhijato ’si pandava 

daivi - divine; sampat - qualities; vimoksaya - lead to liberation; 
nibandhaya - to bondage; asuri - the demonaic; mata - considered; ma 
sucah - do not lament; sampadam - qualities; daivim - a divine; abhijatah - 
born; asi - you are; pandava - O son of Pandu. 

Divine qualities are the cause of liberation, and demoniac qualities 
are the cause of bondage. O son of Pandu, do not lament, for you 
are born with divine qualities. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Now, in this verse beginning with daivi, Sri 
Bhagavan is showing how these two natures function. Arjuna may 
lament, “Alas, alas! I must possess demoniac qualities like hard¬ 
heartedness and anger, for I desire to kill my relatives with arrows.” 
In response, Sri Bhagavan says “ma sucah - do not lament” and so 
forth, to give him solace. “You are born in a dynasty of ksatriyas. 
Scriptures that deal with morality ( dharma-sastra) allow a ksatriya to 
be hard-hearted and angry while at war, but to be violent, etc., in other 
circumstances is demoniac.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
quotes Krsna as saying, “It is only by divine qualities that one can 
endeavour for liberation, and it is only by demoniac qualities that one 
becomes bound to this world. O Arjuna, by cultivating jnana-yoga 
while following varnasrama-dharma, one achieves the purification of 
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one’s existence. You are blessed with divine qualities, being born in 
a noble ksatriya family. It is not demoniac to kill one’s relatives in a 
religious war, to shoot them with arrows, or to perform other such 
activities in accordance with the injunctions of scripture. Now, having 
heard this instruction, you should give up your grief.” 

Verse 6 

# 'HrK-mf HI chi 1 44 - 1 H ^I 

3TO; ^ II 6,11 

dvau bhuta-sargau loke ’smin daiva asura eva ca 
daivo vistarasah prokta asuram pdrtha me srnu 

dvau - two types; bhuta-sargau - of created beings; loke - world; asmin - 
in this; daivah - divine; asurah - demoniac; eva - certainly; ca - and; 
daivah - the divine; vistarasah - at length; proktah - have been spoken of; 
asuram - of the demoniac; pdrtha - O son of Prtha; me - from Me; srnu - 
now hear. 

O Partha, in this world there are two types of created beings: the 
divine and the demoniac. The divine qualities have been described 
at length. Now hear from Me about the demoniac nature. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan is giving the despondent Arjuna 
a detailed description of demoniac qualities. The divine qualities 
have been described in detail in the series of verses beginning with 
abhayam sattva-samsuddhi. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Bhagavan Sri Krsna is now 
giving a detailed description of demoniac qualities so that one can know 
what they are and completely give them up. The Padma Parana states: 

dvau bhuta-sargau loke ’smin daiva asura eva ca 
visnu-bhaktah smrto daiva asuras tad-viparyayah 

Devotees, who worship Bhagavan, are called demigods. Conversely, 
those who are envious of Bhagavan and His devotees are called 
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demons. Those who follow the instructions of scripture, who 
are free from mundane attachment and hatred, and who engage 
in bhahti to Sri Bhagavan, should be considered as devas , or 
demigods. Those who violate the instructions of scripture due to 
being guided by material attachment and hatred and who engage 
in irreligious activities are called asuras, or demons. 

Verse 7 

xT ftcjfrT ^FTT H I 

'T Hifcr xnxnd 'T m fea?hi\3ii 

pravrttim ca nivrttim ca jand na vidur asurah 
na saucam napi cdcd.ro na satyam tesu vidyate 

pravrttim - tendency towards virtue; ca - and; nivrttim - refraining from 
vice; ca - and; janah - persons; na viduh - do not comprehend; asurah - 
demoniac; na - neither; saucam - cleanliness; na - nor; api - even; ca - and; 
dcarah - good conduct; na - nor; satyam - truthfulness; tesu - in them; 
vidyate - exists. 

Those who are demoniac do not comprehend virtuous tendencies 
nor how to abstain from vice. Cleanliness, proper conduct and 
truthfulness are not found in them. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The word pravrtti means ‘inclination to virtue’ 
(dharma ), and nivrtti means ‘abstaining from vice’. 


Verse 8 



asatyam apratistham te jagad ahur anisvaram 
aparasparasambhutam kirn anyat kdma-hetukam 

asatyam - falsity, or illusion; apratistham - without a cause; te - they; 
jagat - the world; ahuh - say; anisvaram - without a controller; aparaspara- 
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sambhutam - born of sexual union, or automatically produced; him - what?; 
anyat - other; kama-hetukam - caused by lust. 

The demons describe the world as unreal, without basis and 
godless. They say it is the product of sexual union, or that it is self¬ 
generated. Not only this, they even say that it is the result of lust. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan is describing the philosophy of 
the demons. “They say that the material world is asatyam, unreal, 
and a result of illusion. That which has no shelter, or basis, is called 
apratistha. They say that just as a flower in the sky has no basis, in 
the same way this material world has no basis.” Anlsvaram means that 
since the world is unreal, it has not been created by the Supreme Lord; 
rather, it has come about accidentally, without any mutual union: ‘Just 
as perspiration and so forth appear, so do the living entities.’ 

“Not only this, they say that this world is only the result of lust, 
the desire to procreate. Since they claim that this world is unreal, 
they feel that they have license to give speculative explanations 
about it. Furthermore, some claim that the evidence given in the 
Vedas and Puranas is false. Demoniac persons say, “trayo vedasya 
karttaro muni-bhanda-nisacarah - thinkers, jesters, jackals and owls 
have composed the Vedas.” 

Apratistham means that dharma and adharma are not established 
in the Vedas and that both are the result of illusion. Anlsvaram 
means that even Isvara has been concocted as a result of illusion. 
“If somebody says that this material world seems to manifest from 
the union of male and female, then in response the demons say, 
aparaspara-sambutam, that there is no such cause and effect behind 
it and that the birth of a child from parents is also an illusion. They 
say that when a potter makes a pot from mud, he knows what he is 
doing, but when parents procreate a child, they do not know how it 
happens; therefore, the process of begetting a child is also illusion. 
O Arjuna, what more can I say? Demons say that the only cause 
of the universe is selfish desire. According to their logic, atoms, 
the deluding material energy, the Supreme Lord and anything else is 
the cause of the creation of the world.” 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the present verse, Sri 
Bhagavan is explaining the philosophy of those who possess a demoniac 
nature. The essence of Sri Baladeva Vidyabhusana’s commentary on 
this verse is as follows: 

(1) According to the opinion of the mayavadls, this material world is 
asatya, apratisthita and anlsvara. They say it is asatya because it is 
an illusion, just as a rope can be taken for a snake. They say it is 
apratisthita because it has no basis, like a flower in the sky, and 
that it is anlsvara, because Isvara is not the cause of creation. 

(2) According to a particular sect of Buddhists - the svabhavavadls - 
the material world is aparaspara-sambutam, not born of mutual 
union between male and female but comes from nature. They say 
that the natural and necessary action of substances according to 
their inherent properties produce and sustain the universe. 

(3) According to the philosopher Carvaka, this material world is kama- 
haitukam, born from the flow of lust between male and female. 

(4) According to the Jains, selfish desire is the cause of this world. On 
the basis of their speculative logic, they disregard the authoritative 
Vedic literatures and uselessly endeavour to ascertain the cause of 
this material world. 

Sri Krsna’s statement, mayadhyaksena prakrtih suyate sa-caracaram 
(Gita 9.10), very clearly explains that this entire material world 
consisting of moving and non-moving beings has been created by 
material nature ( prakrti ) under His supervision. Since this world 
has been created by the will of Bhagavan, who is satya-sahkalpa, He 
whose desires must come to pass, it is also real but changeable and 
perishable. The demons concoct various types of temporary atheistic 
philosophies because they are bereft of pure and perfect wisdom. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura says, “Those of a demoniac temperament 
call this world asatya - illusory; apratisthita - without basis; and 
anlsvara - without a Supreme Being. Their philosophy is that there is 
no purpose in accepting the existence of a Supreme Controller, since 
the relationship of cause and effect is not the basis of the creation of 
the universe. Some say that Isvara does exist, but when He created the 
world, He was influenced by His selfish desires, and therefore He is 
not qualified to be the object of our worship.” 
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Verse 9 

T^rf H^TrqHts^q^s^r: i 

wm II^I 


etam drstim avastabhya nastatmano’lpa-buddhayah 
prabhavanty ugra-karmdnah ksuyuyu jagato ’hitah 


etam - this; drstim - philosophy; avastabhya - taking shelter; nasta- 
atmanah - without knowledge of the soul (in the bodily conception of 
life); alpa-buddhayah - of meagre intelligence; prabhavanti - take birth; 
ugra-karmanah - engaged in cruel activities, etc.; hsayaya - for the 
destruction; jagatah - of the world; ahitah - the harmful demons [the 
impersonalist nihilistic philosophers who write speculative commentaries 
on the Vedanta-sutra]. 


Since they are bereft of knowledge of the soul, foolish demons 
consider the body to be the self. Accepting shelter of this demoniac 
view, they take birth solely for the destruction of this world and 
engage in cruel activities for that purpose. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In this way, some of these demons have become 
completely lost. Some have very little intelligence, and others engage 
in wicked acts, are frivolous and are destined for hell. For this reason, 
Sri Bhagavan is speaking eleven consecutive verses, the first of which 
begins here with etam. Avastabhya means ‘taking shelter’. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Demons are bereft of know¬ 
ledge of the self, or atma-jhana. They invent various types of machines 
on the pretext of advancing human civilization. An abundance of 
weapons and apparatus are being devised to kill the maximum amount 
of people in the minimum amount of time, even those in distant 
continents. The demons are quite proud of such inventions, which 
can destroy this world at any moment. Demoniac society has no faith 
in Isvara or the Vedas, and therefore they are working to destroy the 
world, not to produce peace and happiness for society. 
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Verse io 

WWfer ^rarqFWcdN'rn: I 

y^Tf^S^racTT: II II 

kamam asritya duspuram dambha-mana-madanvituh 
mohad grhitva ’sad-grahan pravarttante ’suci-vratdh 

kamam - lust; asritya - taking shelter; duspuram - of insatiable; dambha - 
hypocrisy; mana - pride; mada - and arrogance; anvitah - filled with; 
mohat - out of delusion; grhitva - accepting; asat-grahan - temporary 
sense objects; pravarttante - they engage (in the worship of insignificant 
demigods); asuci-vratah - sworn to depravity. 

Driven by insatiable desires and filled with hypocrisy, pride and 
arrogance, these deluded persons always hanker after temporary 
sense objects. Sworn to depravity, they engage in the worship of 
insignificant demigods. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Asad-grahan pravarttante means that they 
become inclined to follow bogus ideology, and asuci-vratah refers to 
those who have given up pure conduct and behave in an abominable 
manner. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Persons of a demoniac tem¬ 
perament, who do not accept a Supreme Controller and the Vedic 
conclusions, consider that the success of human life is only to 
accumulate wealth, and by it, fulfil their selfish desires. For this 
reason, they remain attached to impure activities such as drinking 
wine, eating meat, having illicit sex and gambling. They deride the 
Vedic conclusions, being completely intoxicated by pride and false 
ego. Only people like this are glorified in modern atheistic society. 
Although they are pushing society to the threshold of destruction, 
they proudly consider themselves to be highly intelligent. 
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Verses 11-12 

g^q’i^'rqqifamT: i 

iJdN^fd fdft-ddl: \\%% II 


■3il*IIHI*l*lcl4<£i: '=MHshl^ L Kl i l u li: I 



cintam aparimeyam ca pralayantam upasritah 
kamopabhoga-parama etavad iti niscitah 

asa-pasa-satair baddhah kama-krodha-parayanah. 
ihante kama-bhogartham anydyendrtha-sahcaydn 

cintam - anxiety; aparimeyam - in unlimited; ca - and; pralaya-antam - 
until death; upasritah - taking shelter; kama-upabhoga - to enjoy the 
material senses; paramah - the highest (goal of life); etavat - thus; 
iti - that; niscitah - determining; asa - of desire; pasa - of ropes; sataih - 
by hundreds; baddhah - bound; kama-hrodha - in lust and anger; 
parayanah - absorbed; ihante - they endeavour; kama-bhoga - of sensual 
pleasures; artham - for the purpose; anyayena - by completely unjust 
means; artha - of wealth; sancayan - for accumulation. 

Since they believe sense enjoyment to be the ultimate purpose 
of life, they remain beset with unlimited anxieties until the time 
of death. Bound by the ropes of unlimited desires and always 
absorbed in lust and anger, they endeavour to secure wealth by 
any unjust means, for the sake of indulging in sensual pleasures. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Pralayantam means ‘until death’. Etavad iti refers 
to those who have concluded from scripture that the senses should 
remain drowned in sense enjoyment. “Why should we worry for 
anything else?” 


Verse 13 

Tpqr TpftWTI 
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idam adya maya labdham idam prapsye manoratham 
idam astidam api me bhavisyati punar dhanam 

idam - this; adya - today; maya - by me; labdham - has been obtained; 
i dam - this; prapsye - I shall obtain; manah-ratham - desire; idam - this; 
asti - is (mine); idam - this; api - also; me - mine; bhavisyati - will be; 
punah - increase; dhanam - of wealth. 

They think, “Today I have attained so much, and also in the 
future I will fulfil all my cherished desires. So much wealth is 
now mine, and it will increase in the future more and more.” 

Verse 14 

TF1T fcT: I 

asau maya hatah satrur hanisye caparan api 
Isvaro ’ham aham bhogl siddho ’ham balavan sukhi 

asau- this; maya -by me; hatah -has been slain; satruh-e nemy; hanisye- 
I shall slay; ca - and; aparan - the other enemies; api - also; Isvarah - the 
lord; aham - I; aham - I; bhogi - the enjoyer; siddhah - perfect; aham - I; 
balavan - powerful; sukhi - happy. 

“I have slain this enemy and I shall also slay others. I am a great 
controller and enjoyer. I am perfect, powerful and happy.” 

Verse 15 

3TT^sf^R^F#iT Tf^Tt ¥HI 

cTFTrfa JTrf^r^^lFT^TTt^cTI: iis>mi 

adhyo ’bhijanavan asmi ko ’nyo ’sti sadrso maya 
yaksye dasyami modisya ity ajhana-vimohitah 

adhyah - wealthy; abhijanavan - of noble birth; asmi - I am; kah - who?; 
anyah - else; asti - is there; sadrsah - equal; maya - with me; yaksye - 
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I shall sacrifice; dasyami - I shall give in charity; modisye - I shall be 
happy; iti - thus; ajnana-vimohitah - persons illusioned by ignorance. 

“I am wealthy and of noble birth. Who is equal to me? I will perform 
ritualistic sacrifices, and give in charity; thus I shall enjoy great 
happiness.” Deluded by ignorance, they speak in this way. 

Verse i6 

WrfTT: II 5^11 

aneka-citta-vibhrantd moha-jala-samavrtah 
prasaktah kama-bhogesu patanti narake ’sucau 

aneka - by many; citta - anxieties; vibhrantah - perplexed; moha - of 
delusion; jala - in a net; samavrtah - caught; prasaktah - excessively 
attached; kama-bhogesu - sense enjoyment; patanti - they fall; narake - 
hell; asucau - unclean. 

Perplexed by many desires and anxieties, entangled in a net of 
delusion, and excessively attached to sensual pleasures, they fall 
into an impure hell. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Asucau narake means ‘in the hells such as 
Vaitaranf [an endless river of blood, pus and urine], 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Demoniac persons consider 
themselves to be Isvara, the Supreme Controller, even though they 
are agitated by various petty anxieties and bound in a net of delusion. 
They even become instructors and teach their followers their own 
abominable conceptions: “You yourself are the Supreme Controller 
and you can do whatever you like. Only a fool believes in any other 
Controller. There is no such entity.” 

These people imagine that they can manufacture a special airplane by 
which they can go to any higher planet. They do not have faith in Vedic 
sacrifices and rituals, nor in the process of bhakti. Among such demons, 
Ravana was prominent. He had made a plan to build a staircase to the 
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heavenly planets so that an ordinary person could go there without 
performing any Vedic sacrifice. But he was killed by Sri Ramacandra 
and his plan thus thwarted. 

At present, those with a demoniac disposition are endeavouring to 
reach higher planets in various types of spacecraft. They do not know 
that they are on a path of destruction. Here, the words moha-jala- 
samavrtah mean that due to the voracious nature of the tongue, a fish 
becomes caught in a net and loses its life. In the same way, those of 
demoniac nature fall into a network of delusion from which there is no 
escape. Thus, they meet destruction. 

Verse 17 

3TrvqTF^rif^TrT: TrFHT WTFWSlfNcTT: I 

$73 1 | 

atma-sambhavitah stabdha dhana-mana-madanvitah 
yajante nama-yajhais te dambhenavidhi-purvakam 

atma-sambhavitah - self-conceited; stabdhah - without humility; dhana - 
due to wealth; mana-mada-anvitah - intoxicated with desire to be honoured; 
yajante nama-yajhaih - perform sacrifices in name only (without a mood of 
sacrifice); te - they; dambhena - full of hypocisy, ostentatiously; avidhi- 
piirvakam - without following the injunctions prescribed in scripture. 

Filled with pride, unsubmissiveness, arrogance and the intoxication 
of false prestige due to wealth, these demons perform ostentatious 
ritualistic sacrifices in name only, disregarding all the injunctions 
of scripture. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Atma-sambhavitah means that they consider 
themselves to be worshipable; therefore, they are stabdhah, not humble 
but arrogant. However, no sadhu gives them respect. Ndma-yajnaih 
means ‘acts that are Vedic sacrifices in name only’. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Having understood the 
symptoms and activities of those with divine and demoniac natures, 
Arjuna asked Krsna, “Some people give up the rules and regulations of 
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scripture and whimsically worship insignificant demigods according to 
their own speculative ideas. How can their worship be categorized?” 
Currently, most persons worshipping the demigods and other 
personalities do so according to their own speculative whims, disre¬ 
garding the injunctions of scripture. In this regard, we must hear the 
instructions given by Sri Krsna. 

Verse 18 

3 wwk ^ ^rfercTT: i 

ahankaram balam darpam kamam krodham ca samsritah 
mam atma-para-dehesu pradvisanto ’bhyasiiyakdh 

ahankaram - of the false ego; balam - physical strength; darpam - insolence, 
pride; kamam - lust; krodham - anger; ca - and; samsritah - taking shelter; 
mam - Me; atma-para - of those who are dedicated to the Supreme Soul; 
dehesu - in the bodies; pradvisantah - they hate; abhyasuyakah - and envy 
(attributing faults to the good qualities of saints). 

Taking shelter of false ego, bodily strength, pride, lust and anger, 
the demons hate Me, the Supreme Soul, who resides within the 
bodies of the saints, whose hearts are always dedicated to serving 
Me. They attribute faults to the saintly persons’ good qualities. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “They envy Me, Paramatma, by disregarding 
Me. Or, dtma-parah , they despise the saintly persons because I always 
dwell within the bodies of those devoted to Paramatma. Thus to envy 
a sadhu is indeed to envy Me.” Abhyasuyakah means ‘to see the good 
qualities of saintly persons as faults’. 


Verse 19 


rTHF HracT: 3fTFT TPFTl^ HT1«PTRI 

^Ppjii VUI 
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tan aham dvisatah kruran samsaresu naradhaman 
ksipamy ajasram asubhan asurisv eva yonisu 

tan - those; aham - I; dvisatah - because they are envious of saints; kruran - 
cruel; samsaresu - into materialistic; nara-adhaman - degraded men; 
ksipami - cast; ajasram - forever; asubhan - and inauspicious works; 
asurisu - demoniac; eva - certainly; yonisu - wombs (species). 

Because they are envious of such saints, I perpetually cast those 
cruel and degraded persons, who perform most inauspicious acts, 
into mundane existence among various demoniac species. 

Verse 20 

qrrqgr'^ci cirri qfcpqiRoii 

asurlm yonim apanna mudha janmani janmani 
mam aprapyaiva kaunteya tato yanty adhamam gatim 

asurlm - demoniac; yonim - births; apannah - receiving; mudhah - those 
fools; janmani janmani - birth after birth; mam - Me; aprapya - not 
attaining; eva - certainly; kaunteya - O son of Kunti; tatah - then; yanti - 
go; adhamam - the vilest; gatim - destination. 

O son of Kunti, accepting birth after birth in the demoniac species, 
such fools can never attain Me, and so they descend further into 
the lowest and most vile destinations. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Mam aprapyaiva means that by not attaining Me 
they fall to a degraded species of life. However, when I appear at the 
end of Dvapara-yuga, in the twenty-eighth catur-yuga of Vaivasvata 
Manu, those such as Kamsa who envy Me will attain liberation upon 
coming before Me. I, who am an ocean of unlimited compassion, 
bestow that rare liberation attained in the matured stage of bhakti- 
misra-jhana, knowledge mixed with devotion, even to sinners such as 
Kamsa. It is said in the prayers of the Personified Vedas in the Srlmad- 
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Bhagavatam (10.87.23), ‘O Prabhu! Simply by constantly thinking of 
You, Your enemies have attained the same Supreme Absolute Reality as 
the great sages fixed in yoga who worship You by residing in a solitary 
place, completely controlling their breath, mind, senses and so forth.’ 
Thus My supremacy, as described earlier, is established.” This is also 
found in a verse from Laghu-Bhagavatamrta , which states that, as long 
as those who envy Krsna do not attain Him, they remain in a degraded 
species of life. This is very clear. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the nineteenth verse, 
Sri Krsna said that He throws people who are envious of sadhus 
and who are cruel, being the most degraded of human beings, into 
miserable demoniac species of life. From this statement, someone may 
question Bhagavan’s behaviour and say that He is not impartial but 
quite the opposite. However, although Isvara is able to do anything 
and everything, “karttum akarttum anyatha karttum samarthah - the 
Lord can do or undo anything He chooses to,” usually the living entity 
tastes the results of his own activities. Therefore, sinful people who are 
opposed to the Vedas, the devotees and Bhagavan must enter demoniac 
species of life again and again, to undergo the result of their actions. 
Due to repeated demonic births, they do not get a chance to become 
free from their offences. If the offences and sins that are committed 
in human life are not atoned for in human life, a person does not get 
the chance to clear them when he goes to the lower species, such as 
birds and beasts. A birth in all species except the human species is 
only meant for reaping the results of past karma. In this regard, Sola 
Madhusudana Sarasvati writes: 

ihaiva naraka-vyadhes cikitsam na karoti yah 
gatva nirausadham sthanam sarujah kith karisyati 

If a person cannot cure the disease of sinking to hellish life while 
living in this human body, what will he do when he goes to where 
no remedy exists, namely, a lower species of life? 

God, or Isvara, is never partial. This was explained in detail earlier. 
Here, one should note that those such as Hiranyakasipu, Hiranyaksa, 
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Ravana, Kumbhakarna, Sisupala and Dantavakra took birth in ksatriya 
dynasties because they were cursed to do so. In that birth, they directly 
opposed Bhagavan’s incarnations such as Sri Nrsimha, Sri Varaha, Sri 
Rama and Sri Krsna, considering Them to be their enemies. But because 
they were killed by these incarnations, they attained an auspicious 
destination and abandoned their demoniac nature. Those who were 
killed specifically by Sri Krsna attained the highest destination. 
Furthermore, it should be noted that all of these personalities had 
faith in the Vedas and Vedic activities, and all had performed Vedic 
sacrifices. They indirectly believed in a supreme controller, the time 
factor and the Supreme Ford. 

Sri Krsna’s supremacy over all incarnations of the Ford, His glorious 
position and His specific quality of bestowing the highest liberation 
upon anyone He kills is thus established. When the demons, who 
are envious of Bhagavan, are killed by incarnations other than Krsna 
Himself, they attain immense enjoyment in the heavenly planets and 
other places, or they take birth in a high-class family. But when they 
are killed personally by Sri Krsna, the source of all incarnations, 
they attain liberation, or mukti, achieving either a form similar to the 
Ford’s ( sdrupya ), residence on the same planet with the Ford (salokya), 
opulences like those of the Ford ( sarsti ) or close association with the 
Ford ( samlpya ). They may even attain service to Him as one of His 
associates. Therefore, Sri Krsna alone is said to be the fountainhead of 
all incarnations: “ete camsa-kala pumsah krsnas tu bhagavan svayam - 
all the incarnations mentioned are either plenary portions or portions 
of the plenary portions of Svayam Bhagavan Sri Krsna, the original 
Personality of Godhead” ( Srlmad-Bhagavatam 1.3.28). Krsna even 
awarded Putana the position of His wet nurse. And when He descended 
in the form of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, He bestowed pure love for 
Bhagavan on Jagai, Madhai and Chand Kazi. 

In the phrase mam aprapyaiva, Krsna Himself is expressing this 
deep secret with the word eva, which means ‘certainly’. “It is certain 
that as long as a person does not attain Me or the path that leads to Me, 
there is no chance of his being completely liberated from miserable 
material life.” 
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Verse 21 

Mm KTT ^n^FFfTrfFT: I 

OT: ^FcT8TT FU'q^FTT^T^T^' c^cT II ^ II 

tri-vidham narakasyedam dvaram nasanam atmanah 
kamah krodhas tatha lobhas tasmad etat trayam tyajet 

tri-vidham - three kinds; narahasya - to hell; i dam - this; dvaram - of 
gates; nasanam - they cause the destruction; atmanah - of the soul; 
kamah - lust; krodhah - anger; tatha - and; lobhah - greed; tasmat - 
therefore; etat - these; trayam - three; tyajet - one should give up. 

Lust, anger and greed are the three gates that lead to hell, and 
they cause the destruction of the soul. Therefore, one should 
completely renounce them. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The demoniac qualities have now been explained 
in detail. “O Arjuna, do not grieve, for you have been born with 
divine qualities” (Gita 16.5). This statement is certainly correct. These 
evil faults (lust, anger and greed) are natural only for the demons; 
therefore, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with tri-vidham. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The demoniac qualities de¬ 
scribed above are both self-destructive and the gateways to hell. Three 
of these qualities - lust, anger and greed - are the root of all other 
demoniac qualities. Therefore, every human being who desires his 
own welfare should give them up completely. It is not even possible 
for karmis, jhanis or yogis to control these tendencies, despite their 
various endeavours, but a pure devotee, by the powerful influence of 
saintly association (sadhu-satiga), easily engages these three enemies in 
the service of Sri Hari, and thus displays an extraordinary example of 
subduing them. 

Verse 22 

^d-kldl ^TlfcT W || || 
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etair vimuktah kaunteya tamo-dvurais tribhir narah 
acaraty atmanah sreyas tato yati param gatim 

etaih - from these; vimuktah - fully liberated; kaunteya - O son of KuntT; 
tamo-dvaraih - gates to hell; tribhih - three; narah - a man; dcarati - 
practises; atmanah - for himself; sreyah - auspiciousness; tatah - there¬ 
after; yati - he attains; param - the supreme; gatim - destination. 

O son of KuntT, a person who is liberated from these three 
gateways to hell acts for the welfare of his own self. By this he 
attains the supreme destination. 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
says, “Becoming free from these three gateways to darkness, a person 
should act for the upliftment of his soul. By doing so, he will achieve 
the supreme destination.” The import is that by practising religiosity, 
or dharma, and by following a regulated life as a means of self¬ 
purification, one attains krsna-bhakti, which is the supreme destination. 
The scriptures have described karma and jhana as the means and the 
end, but their real intention in doing so is to establish that it is only by 
maintaining a proper relationship with pure work (karma) and pure 
knowledge (jhana) that the jiva can attain fearlessness in the form of 
pure, spiritual existence. This is the mukti that is a maidservant of 
Bhakti-devi.” 


Verse 23 

^T: YTl^rf^njrg^T °FPT^nTTT: I 

'T TT UlfelHclIHltd H W H W 

yah sastra-vidhim utsrjya varttate kdma-cdratah 
na sa siddhim avapnoti na sukham na param gatim 

yah - who; sastra-vidhim - the codes of scripture; utsrjya - puts aside; 
varttate - behaving; kdma-cdratah - by the influence of desire; na - nor; 
sah - he; siddhim - perfection; avapnoti na - neither attains; sukham - 
happiness; na - nor; param - the supreme; gatim - destination. 
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He who discards the injunctions of scripture and acts according 
to his whimsical desires, attains neither perfection, happiness, 
nor the supreme destination. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Theism is most auspicious. For this purpose, Sri 
Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with yah. Kama-caratah means 
‘to act whimsically’ and it leads one to hell. Only those who are theists 
are sadhus and only they attain the supreme destination. Those who are 
atheists go to hell. This is the essence of this chapter. 

Thus ends the bhavanuvada of Srlla Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura’s 
Sararlha-varsini-lika (the commentary that gives pleasure 
to the devotees and is accepted by all saintly persons) 
on the Sixteenth Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-glta. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Unrestrained people who 
disregard the codes of scripture cannot attain the highest destination. 
It is stated in Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu (1.2.101): 

sruti-smrti-puranadi-pancaratra-vidhim vina 
aikantikl harer bhaktir utpatayaiva kalpate 

Although engaged in exclusive devotion to Sri Hari, if one 
transgresses the regulations mentioned in the Sruti, Smrti, Puranas 
and Narada-pahcaratra, great misgivings ( anarthas) are produced. 

Verse 24 

^TTrclT 11 v* 11 

tasmac chastram pramanam te kdrydkdrya-vyavasthitau 
jhatva sastra-vidhanoktam karma kartum iharhasi 

tasmat - therefore; sastram - scripture; pramanam - authority; te - 
your; karya - what should be done; akarya - what should not be done; 
vyavasthitau - in ascertaining; jhatva - by knowing; sastra - of the Vedic 
scriptures; vidhana - in the precepts; uktam - what is spoken; karma - 
your work; kartum - perform; iha - in this world; arhasi - you should. 
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Therefore, scripture is the authority regarding proper and 
improper activity. Thus aware of the instructions of the scripture 
concerning the performance of your prescribed duties, simply be 
an instrument. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Having become conversant 
with the injunctions of sastra, it is proper for those who desire eternal 
auspiciousness to cultivate bhakti to Sri Hari under the guidance of 
the disciplic succession of spiritual masters ( guru-varga ), according 
to their respective qualification. It is not the duty of an intelligent 
person to act against the codes of sastra by considering the imaginary 
ideas of so-called teachers, who are glorified by non-devotees, to be 
authoritative. The Srutis are the only authority for verifying what is 
duty and what is not, because they are apauruseya, not composed 
by any human being, and they are free from the four defects of 
illusion, negligence, imperfect senses and the desire to cheat others. 
The instructions of a person who has these four defects are not 
authoritative. 

Special Instruction: The root offence of the living entity is his 
voluntary aversion to the service of Sri Bhagavan. As a result, maya, 
who is a maidservant of Bhagavan, places the jtva in bondage. Bound 
by maya, he gives up that sattvika nature which enables him to 
understand Bhagavan. Thus, by accepting the qualities of ignorance, 
the jiva becomes demoniac. At that time, many offences manifest, such 
as criticizing sadhus, maintaining the conception that there are many 
gods or that there is no God, disobeying the guru, disregarding the 
scripture, thinking that the glory of bhakti as described in scripture 
is imaginary, proposing that karma and jnana are actually bhakti, not 
having faith in bhakti, and instructing unqualified people in bhakti. 

The teaching of this chapter is that after giving up this demonic 
nature, it is obligatory to engage in the practice of the nine types of 
bhakti with faith, following the principles described in scripture. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “Therefore, only 
scripture is authoritative in determining what is correct and what is 
not correct, and the conclusion of scripture is that one should perform 
bhakti. Knowing this, you should become qualified to act. Theists 
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attain the supreme destination by their faith in Bhagavan, and the 
faithless atheists go to hell. This is the meaning of this chapter.” 


Thus ends the Sarartha-varsinl Prakasika-vrtti , 
by Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvaml Maharaja, 
on the Sixteenth Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-glta. 
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S ra drffia -Tm ija -Vibfiaga-Yoija 


Yoga Through Discerning 
the Three Types of Faith 


Verse i 

3 ^T— 

^TT^M^nTrtpq- ^M-c) ^dli^ldl: I 
?faT fh^r c[ fJSJT -M-MH: II s> II 

arjuna uvaca - 

ye sastra-vidhim utsrjya yajante sraddhayanvitah 
tesam nistha tu fed krsna sattvam aho rajas t amah 

arjuna uvaca - Arjuna said; ye - who; sastra-vidhim - the injunctions of 
scripture; utsrjya - giving up; yajante - worship; sraddhaya anvitah - 
with faith; tesam - their; nistha - condition; tu - indeed; ha - what?; 
krsna - O Krsna; sattvam - goodness; aho - or; rajah - passion; tamah - 
darkness. 

Arjuna inquired: O Krsna, what is the position of those who give 
up the injunctions of scripture but still perform worship with 
faith? Is their condition in goodness, passion or ignorance? 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In this Seventeenth Chapter, Sri Bhagavan explains 
that which is in goodness, passion or ignorance, in response to the 
following question of Arjuna: “You described the nature of the demons 
and then concluded by saying that those who transgress scriptural 
regulations and act whimsically do not attain perfection, happiness or 
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the supreme destination (Gita 16.23). Now I have a question. What is 
the basis of faith, or nistha, of those who transgress the injunctions of 
scripture and, free from a mood of enjoyment and endowed with faith, 
whimsically perform sacrifices - such as austerity, jhana and mantra 
(japa )? Is it sattvika, rajasika or tamasika? Please explain this.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sola Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
comments that upon hearing the conclusion of the last chapter, Arjuna 
said, “O Krsna, I have a doubt. Previously (in Gita 4.39), You said that 
only men of faith achieve jiidna. Then You said (in Gita 16.23) that those 
who transgress the injunctions of scripture and, impelled by mundane 
desires, engage in fruitive acts do not attain perfection, happiness or 
the supreme destination. My question is, ‘What is the position of those 
who faithfully cultivate something that is opposed to scripture? Do 
people with such whimsical faith achieve purity of existence, which is 
the result of jiidna-yoga and other yoga processes? Please tell me clearly 
about the resolve of those who give up the injunctions of scripture but 
who perform worship with faith. Is it in the mode of goodness, passion 
or ignorance?’ ” 


Verse 2 



^TT TTT I 

TTTfepTit TFTCft ^ TTPTpfr cTI IRII 

sri bhagavan uvaca - 

tri'vidha. bhavati sraddha dehinam sa svabhdva-jd 
sattviki rajasi caiva tamasl ceti tam srnu 

sri bhagavan uvaca - the Supreme Lord said; tri-vidha - of three kinds; 
bhavati - is; sraddha - the faith; dehinam - of human beings; sa - that 
(faith); svabhdva-jd - born of one’s nature formed in previous lives; 
sattvihi - goodness; rajasi - passion; ca - and; eva - certainly; tamasi - 
ignorance; ca - and; iti - about; tam - that; srnu - now hear. 
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Sri Bhagavan replied: The faith of human beings is of three types: 
in goodness, passion and ignorance, and it arises due to past life 
impressions. It has been formed through the collective impressions 
made upon one’s consciousness through one’s experiences in many 
lives. Now hear about this. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “O Arjuna, first hear about the nistha, or resolve, 
of those who perform bhajana in accordance with the codes of 
scripture. I will then speak about the nistha of those whose worship 
violates those rules. The word sva-bhava-ja means ‘that which is born 
of past impressions’. It is also of three types.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Some think that it is diffi¬ 
cult to follow the injunctions of scripture, while others give up 
following them out of laziness and a mundane faith that have arisen 
from past life impressions, and they whimsically worship various 
demigods. The faith of these people is of three types: in goodness, 
passion or ignorance (sattvika, rajasika or tamasika). However, 
faith that is aimed at cultivating bhakti to Sri Bhagavan under the 
guidance of pure devotees, who are well versed in scripture, is nirguna , 
or transcendental to the modes. There is something to consider in this 
regard. In the initial stages, the faith of a bhakti-sadhaka may be in the 
mode of goodness, but by the influence of saintly persons, it quickly 
becomes firmly fixed in transcendence. At that time, while meticulously 
following the rules and regulations of scripture and engaging with 
strong faith in hearing, chanting and remembering of the holy name 
and hari-katha, a sadhaka progresses on the path of bhakti. 

Verse 3 

‘^crfcT ‘RTcT I 

ar^PTTITT ^ff TT TT: II3II 

sattvanurupa sarvasya sraddha bhavati bharata 
sraddhamayo ’yam puruso yo yac-chraddhah sa eva sah 
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sattva - with their inner mental state; anurupa - in accordance; sarvasya - 
of everyone; sraddha - faith; bhavati - comes into being; bharata - O 
descendant of King Bharata; sraddhamayah - imbued with faith; ayam - 
that; purusah - person; yah - who; yat-sraddhah - whichever object of 
faith; sah - that; eva sah - same (nature). 

O descendant of Bharata, everyone’s faith is determined by the 
disposition of their inner mental state. Every person has faith, 
and they develop a disposition corresponding with the worshipful 
object of their faith. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sattvam refers to the internal sense, the mind, 
or citta. It is of three types: in goodness ( sattvika ), passion ( rajasika ) 
or ignorance (tamasika). A person whose heart is sattvika possesses 
sattvika faith, a person whose heart is rajasika possesses rajasika faith, 
and one whose heart is tamasika has tamasika faith. Yac-chraddhah 
means that one’s nature develops according to one’s worshipable 
object. This means that a person’s nature corresponds with the nature 
of the person he worships - demigod, demon or Raksasa. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: A living entity’s inherent 
asset is the faith or rati he has in his constitutional position. That 
faith is related to Bhagavan only, and it is unquestionably beyond 
the modes of nature. However, in the bound state, the constitutional 
nature of the living entity becomes distorted. When the living entity 
associates with matter and consequently performs either auspicious 
or inauspicious activities, the result is distorted faith, and this faith is 
known as sattvika, rajasika or tamasika in accordance with who that 
living entity’s worshipable deity is. 

Sola Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “O Bharata, 
everyone has faith. A person’s faith corresponds with his disposition 
of mind, and it develops according to the nature of the deity he has 
placed his faith in. In reality, the living entity is without material 
qualities, being constitutionally My amsa, or part, but having 
forgotten his relationship with Me, he has become bound by the 
modes of nature. That materialistic nature is acquired as a result of 
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past impressions formed at the time of becoming averse to Me, and 
it is this aversion that molds the nature, or disposition, of the mind 
(1 citta , or sattva ). When it is purified, the result is fearlessness. The 
faith of a purified heart is the seed of bhakti, which is nirguna, beyond 
the modes of nature, whereas the faith of an impure heart is saguna, 
bound by the modes. As long as this faith does not become nirguna or 
directed toward nirguna (Bhagavan), it is called kdma, lust. I will now 
explain faith within the modes of nature, characterized by material 
desires. Please listen.” 


Verse 4 

«l||Rc|cM ^cfFT ^TT^TrfiT TFRT: I 

cTPTOT ^RT: imi 

yajante sattvika devan yaksa-raksamsi rajasah 
pretan bhuta-ganams canye yajante tamasa janah 

yajante - worship; sattvikah - those in goodness; devan - the demigods; 
yaksa - a type of celestial entity capable of bestowing great wealth; 
raksamsi - demons; rajasah - those in passion; pretan - ghosts; bhuta- 
ganan - spirits; ca - and; anye - others; yajante - worship; tamasah - in 
darkness; janah - persons. 

Persons in the mode of goodness worship the demigods, whose 
disposition is similar to their own. Those in the mode of passion 
worship Yaksas and Raksasas, who are of like nature, and those in 
mode of ignorance worship ghosts and spirits, being akin to them. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Now Sri Bhagavan is elaborating on the subject 
mentioned previously. Those whose mind is in the mode of goodness 
are endowed with faith in that mode. They worship the demigods, 
who are sattvika, or in goodness, in accordance with the injunctions 
of scriptures in the mode of goodness. Because their faith is in the 
demigods, they are also called demigods, since they develop the same 
nature and qualities. This principle also applies to those whose minds 
are rajasika and tamasika. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In this verse, Sri Bhagavan is 
explaining the varieties of mundane faith of persons who worship the 
various demigods. According to scripture, Sri Bhagavan is the only 
worshipable entity, but impelled by various types of material desires, 
some people place their faith in the worship of various demigods and 
other entities. That faith is of three kinds: in the mode of goodness, 
passion or ignorance. Those whose faith is in the mode of goodness 
worship demigods such as Brahma, Siva, Indra, Candra and Surya. 
Similarly, those whose faith is in the mode of passion worship Durga, 
Yaksas, Raksasas and so on, and those whose faith is in the mode of 
ignorance worship ghosts and spirits. 

Sometimes, one demigod is worshipped by those in the three different 
modes. For example, Markandeya Rsi’s worship of Tord Siva at the time 
of devastation was in the mode of goodness, as was Kagabhusundi’s 
worship of him. As a result of their sattvika worship, Markandeya 
Rsi remained alive for one entire day of Lord Brahma and acquired 
knowledge of the creation of the universe, etc., and Kagabhusundi 
attained bhakti to Bhagavan Sri Ramacandra. The worship of Lord Siva 
performed by Banasura and Ravana, etc., is rajasika, and the worship of 
him by Bhasmasura, etc., is tamasika. Durga devi is also worshipped by 
those with three types of faith. By the influence of saintly association, 
however, faith in the mode of ignorance can transform into faith in the 
mode of passion. That faith can then be transformed into faith in the 
mode of goodness, which in turn can transform into transcendental 
faith, beyond the modes of nature. 

The faith of nirvisesavadls, those who worship the featureless aspect 
of the Absolute, is also in the mode of goodness. They consider brahma, 
the Absolute Truth, to be formless and featureless, and they imagine 
the forms of the five demigods to be representations of that formless 
reality, and thus they worship them. In this way, they endeavour to 
purify their heart and then attain jnana. 

Verses 5-6 

3T?TTC5#r%cT ?WFrf ^ rFTf '*HT: I 

^TWrW^rFl: II mi 
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^f^FrT: mkPT ‘qcTmW^cTCT: I 

ttt ^FrT:YRh^f cTFT II ^ II 

asastra-vihitam ghoram tapyante ye tapo januh 
dambhdhankdra-samyuktdh kdma-rdga-baldnvituh 

karsayantah sarlra-stham bhutu-grdmam acetasah 
mam caivantah-sarira-s tham tan viddhy asura-niscayan 

asastra-vihitam - not enjoined in scripture; ghoram - terrible; tapyante - 
perform; ye - who; tapah - austerity; janah - persons; dambha- 
ahanhara - pride and false ego; samyuktah - united with; kama - desire; 
rdga - attachment; bala - strength; anvitah - absorbed in; karsayantah - 
they inflict pain; sarlra-stham - situated within the body; bhuta- 
gramam - on the elements; acetasah - who are not discriminating; mam - to 
Me; ca - and; eva - certainly; antah-sarlra-stham - situated within the 
body; tan - those; viddhi - you should know; asura-niscayan - faith in 
demonic forms of religion. 

Endowed with pride, false ego, lust, attachment and strength, they 
inflict pain upon the elements of their bodies and also upon Me, 
who am situated within the heart of their hearts. They perform 
severe austerities not recommended in scripture and have faith in 
demoniac forms of religiosity. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Krsna said, “O Arjuna, you have asked about the 
status of those who discard the injunctions of scripture yet perform 
worship endowed with faith; are such persons in the mode of goodness, 
passion or ignorance? Now hear My reply in the two verses beginning 
with asastra. Faith and renunciation of selfish desires also manifest in 
those who perform severe austerities, characterized by unauthorized 
mantras, yajhas and so forth, which create fear in living beings. Those 
who are proud and egotistical will surely violate the rules of scripture. 
Kama refers to desires such as the desire for for eternal youthfulness, 
immortality and a kingdom. Rdga means attachment to austerities, 
and bala means the capacity to perform austerities like Hiranyakasipu. 
From the very beginning of their performance of austerity, such persons 
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torture the bhuta-gramam, the group of elements such as earth, which 
constitute the body, and cause unnecessary pain to Me, as well as to My 
partial expansion, the jtva. The disposition of such persons is asurika, 
or demoniac.” 

SARARTIIA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Here, Sri Krsna is telling 
Arjuna that those who disregard scripture and perform severe 
austerities, such as fasting to fulfil their material desires, are not 
included among those who perform the sattvika, rajasika and tdmasika 
activities explained previously. Such people are very unfortunate. 
Being influenced by the association of pretenders, they perform 
severe austerities that intimidate common people and that are not 
recommended in scripture. Austerities such as worthless, painful fasts, 
offering in sacrifice one’s bodily flesh, a human being or an animal 
and performing other such violent acts cause pain to one’s self and 
also to Paramatma. Such people, whose natures are cruel, should be 
considered demoniac. 

In current times, some people observe fasts that are not recom¬ 
mended in scripture out of some selfish or political interest. The 
scriptures’ provision for fasting is solely to facilitate the attainment of 
the transcendental goal. On EkadasI, for example, one can fast from 
everything, even from water, and remain awake throughout the night, 
performing hari-klrtana. Such a fastis not for political or social purposes. 
But nowadays, people stay awake at night and eat flesh, drink wine 
and sing vulgar and contemptible songs. In this way, they violate the 
rules of scripture. Such activity is not included within the three types 
of sraddha, or faith, and it simply gives suffering; it does not benefit 
anyone. In fact, such activities are performed out of pride, ego, lust and 
excessive attachment to material sense enjoyment. One who performs 
such austerity causes unnecessary pain to the body and disturbs one’s 
inner peace, as well as the peace of others. Sometimes persons even 
die from performing these fanatical fasts. While wandering repeatedly 
throughout the demonic species of life, they reap only misery. But if by 
the will of providence, they receive the association of a pure devotee, 
they can attain auspiciousness. Examples of this are Nalakuvera, 
Manigrlva and Maharaja Surat. 
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Verse 7 

FcfFT ftPT: I 

^TFETFFJT ^Ff fN *jnj||V9|| 

aharas tv api sarvasya tri-vidho bhavati priyah 
yajhas tapas tatha danam tesam bhedam imam srnu 

aharah - the food; tu - indeed; api - even; sarvasya - of all living beings; 
tri-vidhah - according to the three qualities; bhavati - is; priyah - dear; 
yajnah - sacrifice; tapah - austerity; tatha - also; danam - charity; tesam - 
all of these; bhedam - division; imam - this; srnu - now hear. 

Even the food that is dear to a person is of three kinds, in accordance 
with that person’s individual qualities. The same is true of sacrifice, 
austerity and charity. Now hear of the distinctions between them. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Those who discard the injunctions of scripture 
and act whimsically enter the demoniac species of life. This was 
mentioned in the previous chapter. This chapter describes how those of 
a demoniac nature who worship Yaksas, Raksasas and spirits also enter 
the demoniac species of life. One can categorize people as divine or 
demoniac according to the type of food they eat. This will be explained 
in thirteen consecutive verses beginning here with aharas tu. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Having explained the three 
categories of sraddha, or faith, Bhagavan Sri Krsna describes the 
specific food, sacrifices and so forth corresponding to each. Those 
who are of a particular mode are inclined to food, sacrifices, austerities 
and charities in the same mode. Nowadays, some people imagine that 
food has no relationship with religious principles, while others think 
that protecting and maintaining the body is the basis of all religious 
practice ( sariram adyam khalu dharma sadhanam ). One should thus 
note that those who accept sense enjoyment as the only purpose of 
human life feel great satisfaction in drinking wine and eating meat, 
eggs and even cow-flesh. Fortunately, some people understand that 
the living entity’s tendency for sense enjoyment has caused his bondage 
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to maya, by which he is undergoing so much misery life after life. For 
those who yearn to become free from all miseries, it is imperative to 
abandon the desire to indulge in sense enjoyment. Only those in this 
human life who have developed such awareness understand the need 
to accept pure sattvika food. In their endeavour to transcend the three 
modes of the material energy, they first try to surmount the mode of 
ignorance by coming to the mode of passion; they then destroy the 
mode of passion by coming to sattva-guna, the mode of goodness. 
Finally they eliminate the mundane quality of goodness and come to 
the platform of pure spirituality, suddha-sattva, being free from the 
modes of nature. 

Saintly persons and scripture both state that control of the mind is 
indeed the root of all religion. The body’s nearest relative is the mind, 
and thus one’s inclination of mind becomes good or bad, depending 
on the type of food one takes. Evidence of this is common. Most 
people in the world today consume inedible and demoniac foodstuffs 
and indulge in acts of illicit sex, cheating, duplicity and violence. 
Proper moral conduct is rare. Therefore, after careful consideration, 
those who are wise should only accept such foodstuffs that nourish 
the body and purify the intelligence. For this reason, Sri Bhagavan has 
described the three types of foodstuffs that manifest the three modes. 
It is seen that those who aim to adopt the mode of goodness become 
disinterested in foods that are in the modes of passion and ignorance, 
being attracted to sattvika foods only. 

While commenting on this verse concerning foodstuffs, Sri 
Ramanujacarya has cited two sources of evidence from the Srutis. 
(1) “Annamayam hi saumya-manah - one who eats grains will have a 
peaceful mind” and (2) “ Ahara-suddhau sattva-suddhih - if one’s food is 
pure, then one’s existence will become purified.” The Srutis have also 
cautioned us that purity of food determines purity of the mind. This 
can be easily understood by these proofs. We must, therefore, give 
up any food that scripture prohibits. Sri Krsna Himself has lucidly 
explained this in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.25.28): 

pathyam putam anayas tarn aharyam sattvikam smrtam 

rajasam cendriya-prestham tamasam cartti-dasuci 
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Food that is wholesome, pure and obtained without difficulty is in 
the mode of goodness. That which is very pungent, sour and salty 
and meant only to gratify the senses is in the mode of passion, 
and food that is collected from an impure place, contaminated and 
causes distress is in the mode of ignorance. But that food approved 
by scripture and offered to Me is beyond the modes of nature. 

From the word ca (and) in this verse (11.25.28), both Srlla Visvanatha 
Cakravarti Thakura and Srlla Sridhara Svami have concluded that any 
object that is offered to Bhagavan is nirguna. Those who violate these 
instructions of scripture and accept any type of impure food based on 
their fancy certainly fall into the category of asuras (demons). 

Verse 8 

3^:TF^-^rTFd^-W-'^-^fcr?^TT: I 

TFTT: fSH 3TTflTT: II £11 

ayuh-sattva-balarogya-sukha-prlti-vivardhanah 
rasyah snigdhah sthira-hrdya aharah sattvika-priyah 

ayuh - life span; sattva - enthusiasm; bala - strength; arogya - good 
health; sukha - happiness; prlti - satisfaction; vimrdhanah - which 
augment; rasyah - tasty; snigdhah - fattening; sthirah - sustaining; 
hrdyah - pleasing to the heart; aharah - foods; sattvika-priyah - dear to 
those situated in goodness. 

Foods that augment one’s life span, enthusiasm, strength, health, 
happiness and satisfaction, and which are juicy, fattening, sustaining 
and pleasing to the mind, are dear to persons in the mode of goodness. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In this world, it is a well-known fact that by 
eating food in the mode of goodness, one’s duration of life increases. 
The word sattvam means ‘to energize’. Rasya refers to substances like 
unrefined sugar, which although tasty (rasya) are dry. Sri Bhagavan 
next mentions foods like milk and cream, which are both tasty (rasya) 
and fatty (snigdha) but not solid (sthirah). He then speaks of foods that 
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are tasty, fatty and solid, such as jackfruit. Although jackfruit fits into 
the above categories, it is not good for the heart and stomach; therefore, 
Sri Bhagavan specifically mentions food that is beneficial for the heart 
as well as the belly. Cow products like milk and yogurt, as well as 
sugar and grains like wheat and sali (a type of rice), have four sattvika 
qualities. This is why they are appreciated by people in the mode of 
goodness. This should be understood. Sattvika people do not like 
impure food, even if it has the above-mentioned four characteristics. 
For this reason, the adjective pavitra (pure) is used in this verse. In 
Gita 17.10, the adjective amedhya (impure) is used for people who like 
food in the mode of ignorance. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the present verse, Sri 
Bhagavan is informing Arjuna that a mode of nature corresponds with 
the type of foodstuff consumed. A person who desires his own welfare 
should only accept food in the mode of goodness, as it is not only 
beneficial for the health but increases the duration of life. Moreover, 
because it is pure, it is favourable for the execution of religious life. 
And since it purifies the body and mind, it is auspicious in every 
respect. Drinking milk has a distinctly different effect on the mind 
than drinking wine. Bad association, improper knowledge and lack of 
proper impressions are causing people to abandon the consumption of 
food in the mode of goodness. 


Verse 9 



3TTfTTr TFFFnpfer II % II 

katv-amla-lavandty-nsna-tlksna-rnksa-viddhinah 
ahara rajasasyesta duhkha-sokamaya-praddh 

katu - bitter; amla - sour; lavana - salty; aty-usna - very pungent; tiksna - 
sour; ruksa - dry; vidahinah - burning; aharah - foods; rajasasya - the 
person in passion; istah - dear; duhkha - pain; soka - grief; amaya - 
disease; pradah - they give. 


854 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



$raddha-Traya-Vibhaga-Yoga 


Verses 9-10 


Foods that are very bitter, sour, salty, hot, pungent, dry or 
burning, and which give rise to pain, misery and disease, are 
liked by people of a passionate nature. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The word ati (very) is used for seven words, the 
first being katu. Foods that are very bitter (like neem), very sour, very 
salty, very hot, very spicy (such as radish), poison, black pepper and 
other spices, or those that are very dry (like asafoetida, or hing) or 
very burning (like roasted black gram ) are the cause of pain, disease 
and grief. Here, the word duhkha refers to the instant misery caused to 
the eyes, throat and so forth while eating, and the word soka refers to 
anxiety about reactions to come. The word dmaya means ‘disease’. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: One immediately gets a burning 
sensation in the tongue, throat and belly by eating foodstuffs in the mode 
of passion, and wind and indigestion follow. After that, the mind becomes 
disturbed by unpleasant thoughts and anxiety, and various types of 
diseases develop. In this way, life becomes miserable. Aside from this, 
the mind becomes distracted from religious activities and disinterested 
in them. People of a sattvika nature, therefore, do not accept such food. 

Verse 10 

■•TfcFTm ttcFCTT qfcT 'l4fad ^RTI 

cTFTOlWT II5 >o || 

yatayamam gata-rasam piiti paryusitam ca yat 
ucchistam api camedhyam bhojanam tamasa-priyam 

yata-yamam - food which has been cooked and then become cold; gata- 
rasam - tasteless; puti - bad smelling; paryusitam - putrid; ca - and; yat - 
which; ucchistam - food already eaten by others; api ca - and also; 
amedhyam - impure; bhojanam - food; tamasa-priyam - dear to those in 
the quality of darkness. 

People influenced by the mode of ignorance are pleased by food 
cooked more than three hours before being eaten, by food that is 
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cold, foul smelling, tasteless, putrid and stale, and by food that 
has been partly eaten by others and impure. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The word yata-yamam means food that has 
been cooked three hours prior to being eaten and that has become 
cold. Gata-rasam means ‘that which has lost its natural taste’, or ‘that 
from which the juice has been extracted’, like the peel or pit of a 
cooked mango. Puti means ‘foul smelling’. Paryusitam means ‘cooked 
the previous day’. Ucchistam means ‘someone’s remnants’. This 
does not refer to the remnants of highly respected persons such as 
revered spiritual masters. Amedhya means ‘that which is not fit to be 
consumed’, like meat or tobacco. Therefore, those who are concerned 
about their own welfare should eat only sattvika food. Vaisnavas, 
however, should not even accept sattvika food if it is not offered to 
Bhagavan. ft is understood from Srimad-Bhagavatam that food offered 
to Bhagavan is nirguna, transcendental to the modes of nature. This 
food alone is dear to the devotees. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The purpose of food is to 
keep the body healthy and strong, make the mind pure, increase the 
life span and engage a person in his spiritual welfare. In ancient times, 
those who were learned and wise would only accept food that kept 
them healthy and increased their life span. Milk, yogurt, sugar, rice, 
wheat, fruit and vegetables are dear to sattvika people. 

Many people think that there is no harm in eating foods such as 
meat and wine that they have offered in their worship of the demigods. 
Although scripture makes provision for such acts, these thoughts are 
in complete illusion. The provision in scripture for killing animals or 
drinking wine in sacrifice is only for those deeply sunk in the mode 
of ignorance and who are completely attached to sense indulgence. It 
is a temporary provision so as to expertly bring them to abstention 
from such acts. This is also confirmed in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.5.11): 

loke vyavayamisa-madya-seva 
nitya hi jantor na hi tatra codana 
vyavasthitis tesu vivaha-yajna 
sura-grahair asu nivrttir ista 
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It is seen that people in the material world are naturally inclined 
to drinking wine, eating meat and having sex. Scripture never 
encourages this. To some extent, provision has been granted for sex- 
life within a sanctified marriage, and for eating meat and drinking 
wine in a sacrifice called sautramani. The purpose of these provi¬ 
sions is to control one’s unrestrained nature and fix it within moral 
boundaries. The actual, deep import of the Vedas is to encourage 
people to become completely renounced. 

Furthermore, Srlmad-Bhagavatam (n.5.13) says: 

yad ghrana-bhakso vihitah surayas 
tatha pasor alabhanam na himsa 

Scripture ordains the smelling of wine at the time of a sacrifice but 
not the drinking of it, and only for the above-mentioned purpose 
of gradually attaining complete renunciation. In the same way, 
scripture does not authorize anyone to kill an animal and eat meat. 

It permits one to touch the animal only and then release it. 

Some people think that although it is sinful to eat meat, no sin is 
incurred in eating fish because fish are like the flowers or fruits of the 
water. However, Manu-samhita completely forbids the eating of fish: 

yo yasya marhsam asnati sa tan-mamsad ucyate 
matsyadah sarva-mamsadas tasman matsyan vivarjayet 

Those who eat the meat of a particular animal are known as eaters 
of that particular animal, but those who eat fish eat the meat of 
everything, because a fish eats the meat of all living entities such 
as cows and pigs. It even consumes rotten things. Those who eat 
fish actually eat the meat of all beings. 

Eating fish should, therefore, be abandoned entirely. Srlmad- 
Bhagavatam (n.5.14) further states: 

ye tv anevam-vido ’santah stabdhah sad-abhimaninah 
pasun druhyanti visrabdhah pretya khadanti te ca tan 

Those who are ignorant of religious principles, short sighted, 
intoxicated by false ego and who fearlessly eat animals after killing 
them will be eaten by those same animals in their next life. 
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Regarding the meaning of the word mamsa (meat), Manu-samhita says: 

mam sa bhaksayitamutra yasya mamsam ihadmy aham 
etan mamsasya mamsatvam pravadanti manlsinah 

That which I am eating here will eat me in my next life.’ For this 

reason, the learned say that meat is called mamsa (a repeated act: 

I eat him; he eats me). 

Here it should also be understood that eating food in the mode of 
goodness enhances one’s quality of goodness, but even consuming 
such food is not completely free from sin, because there is also life 
in creepers, vegetables, plants and trees. A touch of sin therefore 
remains in the preparation of vegetarian food because, to some degree, 
it involves violence. For this reason, pure devotees only accept mahd- 
prasada, food that has been offered to Bhagavan. Only maha-prasada 
is fit to be eaten because it is transcendental to the modes of nature 
and completely free from sin. Food that has not been offered should 
be shunned totally. This is also written in the Brahma-vaivarta and in 
the Padma Purana: “annatn visthdjalam mutramyad visnor anivedanam - 
taking food and water that is not offered to Sri Visnu is compared to 
eating stool and drinking urine.” 

Verse ii 

WoqWd TPTMFT TT II5^ II 

aphalakanksibhir yajno vidhi-disto ya ijyate 
yastavyam eveti manah samadhaya sa sattvikah 

aphala-akanksibhih - by persons without desires for the result; yajnah - 
sacrifice; vidhi-distah - which is directed by the injunctions (of scripture); 
yah - which; ijyate - is performed; yastavyam - sacrifice should be dutifully 
performed; eva - certainly; iti - thus; manah - the mind; samadhaya - 
resolving; sah - that; sattvikah - in goodness. 

“The performance of sacrifice ( yajna ) is obligatory.” When sacrifice 
is executed in accordance with with such firm resolution of mind, 
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within the directions of scriptural injunction and without expec¬ 
tation of reward, it is in the mode of goodness. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Now Sri Bhagavan is describing the three types 
of sacrifice ( yajna ). If one questions how one engages in yajna without 
expecting the result, then Sri Bhagavan says, “He concludes that it is 
imperative to perform yajna because it is his duty and because it has 
been prescribed in the scriptures as his duty.” 

Verse 12 

cT ^TcTI 

< qr?T^ rf TRTm II ^ II 

abhisandhaya tu phalam dambhartham api caiva yat 
ijyate bharata-srestha tam yajnam viddhi rajasam 

abhisandhaya - with desire; tu - however; phalam - for the results; 
dambha-artham - out of pride; api ca - and also; eva - certainly; yat - 
which; ijyate - is performed; bharata-srestha - best of Bharata’s line; 
tam - that; yajnam - sacrifice; viddhi - you should understand; 
rajasam - the quality of passion. 

O best of the Bharata dynasty, you should understand that the 
sacrifice that is executed with the desire for its fruit, and that 
is pretentiously performed to glorify oneself, is governed by the 
quality of passion. 


Verse 13 



aK'HHHfid cTRST II ^ II 

vidhi-hlnam asrstannam mantra-hlnam adaksinam 
sruddha-virahitam yajnam tamasam paricaksate 

vidhi-hinam - disregarding the precepts of scripture; asrsta - where there 
is no distribution; annam - of prasadam (food sanctified by being offered 
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to God and accepted as His blessing); mantra-hlnam - without the utter¬ 
ance of mantras, sacred names of God, to purify the mind; adaksinam - 
wherein no gifts are given to the priests; sraddha-virahitam - without faith; 
yajnam -that sacrifice; tamasam - in the quality of darkness; paricaksate - 
is said (to be). 

That sacrifice in which the injunctions of scripture are disregarded, 
no sanctified foodstuffs are distributed, no Vedic mantras are 
chanted and no gifts are given to the priests, and which is performed 
without faith, is described by the learned to be influenced by the 
quality of ignorance. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Asrstannam means ‘without distribution of 
foodstuffs’. 


Verse 14 

xT rFT 

deva-dvija-guru-prajna-pujanam saucam arjavam 
brahmacaryam ahirhsa ca sarlram tapa ucyate 

deva - of the demigods (the 33 million universal administrators); dvija - 
the brahmanas; guru - the spiritual preceptors; prajna - the wise; 
pujanam - worship; saucam - cleanliness; arjavam - simplicity; 
brahmacaryam - celibacy; ahimsa - non-violence; ca - and; sarlram - of the 
body; tapah - austerity; ucyate - is said (to be). 

Austerity of the body consists of offering respect to the demigods, to 
the brahmanas, to one’s gurus and to learned persons. In addition, 
cleanliness, honesty, celibacy and non-violence are also bodily 
austerities. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Austerities are of three types. To explain this, Sri 
Bhagavan first explains austerities in the mode of goodness, in three 
consecutive verses beginning with deva-dvija. 
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Verse 15 

^PT TTPT MfcT ^ ^RTI 

^ cnrs^rc cfr ^zifhumi 

anudvega-kuram vakyam satyam priya-hitam ca yat 
svadhyayabhyasanam caiva van-mayam tapa ucyate 

anudvega-karam - non-agitating; vakyam - speech; satyam - which is true; 
priya-hitam - beneficial; ca - and; yat - which; svadhyaya - of recitation of 
the Vedic literatures; abhyasanam - the practice; ca - also; eva - certainly; 
van-mayam - of speech; tapah - austerity; ucyate - is said to be. 

Speaking words that cause no agitation and that are truthful, 
pleasing and beneficial, as well as reciting the Vedas, are all said 
to be austerities of speech. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Anudvega-karam means ‘speech that does not 
cause agitation to others’. 


Verse 16 

TTR'rfJmcT: bil^ccl HHHIcHWHdtV | 

'HN^Ik'fKrdd-dMI II ^11 

manah-prasadah saumyatvam maunam atma-vinigrahah 
bhava-samsuddhir ity etat tapo manasam ucyate 

manah-prasadah - mental satisfaction; saumyatvam - simplicity; maunam - 
silence; atma-vinigrahah - discipline of the mind; bhava-samsuddhih - non- 
duplicitous behaviour; iti - as follows; etat - this; tapah - austerity; 
manasam - of the mind; ucyate - is said to be. 

Austerities of the mind consist of satisfaction, simplicity, silence, 
maintaining mental discipline and non-duplicitous behaviour. 
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Verse 17 

ST^TT TW rF<f I 

sraddhaya paraya taptam tapas tat tri-vidharh naraih 
aphalakanksibhir yuktaih sattvikam paricaksate 

sraddhaya - faith; paraya - with great; taptam - executed; tapah - 
austerity; tat - this; tri-vidham - threefold, in goodness, passion and 
ignorance; naraih - by men; aphala-akanksibhih - without desire for 
results; yuktaih - of concentrated and undivided mind; sattvikam - in the 
quality of goodness; paricaksate - is said to be. 

This threefold austerity performed with great faith and one-pointed 
attention by those who are free from desire for remuneration is said 
by learned persons to be governed by the quality of goodness. 

SARARTHA-VARSINi: The word tri-vidham refers to austerities of body, 
speech and mind that are endowed with the symptoms described above. 

Verse 18 

cfqt ^rti 

TFTTT WFTWTIIS^II 

satkdra-mdna-pujdrtham tapo dambhena caiva yat 
kriyate tad iha proktam rajasam calam adhruvam 

satkara - recognition; mana - honour; puja - adoration; artham - for the 
purpose of achieving; tapah - austerity; dambhena - with pride; ca - and; 
eva - certainly; yat - which; kriyate - is performed; tat - that; iha- within 
this world; proktam - is declared; rajasam - in the quality of passion; 
calam - temporary; adhruvam - uncertain. 

Austerity that is performed with pride for the sake of recognition, 
honour and adoration is said to be governed by the quality of 
passion. It is temporary and its benefits are uncertain. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: The word satkarah means ‘to worship someone 
with flattery, by telling him that he is saintly or honouring him with 
flowery words’. Mana means ‘bodily worship, such as standing up to 
greet a person when he arrives and following him to the door when he 
leaves’. Here, puja means ‘to worship by mind with the hope of gaining 
wealth and other material facilities’. The austerities that are proudly 
performed for these purposes are rajasika. The word calam means ‘that 
which stays only for a short period’, and adhruvam means that the result 
attained, such as recognition, is temporary. 

Verse 19 

^TrqteqT rFT: I 

^TFTtcTTTcrHlsf d-dlHTIHdltidHJI ^ II 

mudha-grahenatmano yat pidaya kriyate tapah 
parasyotsadanartham vd tat tdmasam udahrtam 

mudha-gmhena - due to foolish obstinacy; atmanah - one’s self; yat - which; 
pidaya - giving pain; kriyate - performed; tapah - austerity; parasya - to 
another; utsadana - bringing ruin; artham - with the purpose; vd - or; tat - 
that; tdmasam - the quality of darkness; udahrtam - is said to be. 

Austerity that is performed out of foolish obstinacy and that gives 
pain to oneself or intended to cause another’s ruin is known to be 
governed by the quality of darkness. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Mudha-grahena means ‘due to accepting 
foolishness’. Parasya utsadanartham means that austerity performed 
to destroy others is in the mode of ignorance. 

Verse 20 

dldo^d WT dldchdMcblRu) | 

^ Xf qit XT cT^Ff HlRdcb IR® II 

datavyam iti yad danam dlyate ’nupakarine 
dese kale ca patre ca tad danam sattvikam smrtam 
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datavyam - should be given; iti - determining thus; yat - which; danam - 
charity; dlyate - is given; anupakOrine - to one who cannot give in return; 
dese - at a proper place such as a holy place; hale - at an auspicious time; 
ca - and; patre - to a worthy recipient; ca - and; tat - that; danam - giving 
of charity; sattvikam - in the quality of goodness; smrtam - is said to be. 

“Charity is to be given to one who cannot return it, at a holy place, 
at an auspicious time and to a worthy person.” Charity given 
with this resolve is considered to be governed by the quality of 
goodness. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The word datavyam means ‘determining the 
qualified recipient of charity and giving it at the proper time’. Charity 
given with expectation of some return is not charity. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the present verse, Sri 
Bhagavan explains the three types of charity. He says that charity is 
in the mode of goodness if it is given out of duty, without expectation 
of any reward, to a person who is selfless and who never performs 
activities for his own welfare, or to one who does not have the ability 
to perform welfare to others. In this regard, it is also necessary to 
consider the proper time, place and person. 

Verse 21 

^ItT y<ShlcbK|2f clT ^T: I 

cfcr# ^ qftfevre: cT^Ff TFHT 

yat tu pratyupakarartham phalam uddisya vd punah 
dlyate ca pariklistam tad danam rajasam smrtam 

yat - which; tu - but; pratyupahara - getting return; artham - with the 
desire; phalam - attaining some benefit; uddisya - the intention; vd - or; 
punah - furthermore; dlyate - given; ca - and; pariklistam - begrudgingly; 
tat - that; danam - charity; rajasam - in the quality of passion; smrtam - is 
said to be. 
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But that charity which is offered with the expectation of some 
remuneration or which is given begrudgingly is said to be governed 
by the quality of passion. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Pariklistam means that after giving in charity, a 
person repents, “Why have I given so much?” It also means ‘to give 
on the order or request of superiors, such as the guru, although not 
willing to give’. Here the word pariklistam means that a charitable 
object or act that is tainted by such unbeneficial feelings is in the 
mode of passion. 


Verse 22 




HWTOTjeiTIcTiT II ^ I 


adesct'kale yad danam apatrebhyas ca diyate 
asat-krtam avajnatam tat tamasam udahrtam 


adesa-lzale - at an improper place and time; yat - which; danam - charity; 
apatrebhyah - to unworthy recipients; ca - and; diyate - is given; asat- 
krtam - without respect; avajnatam - with contempt; tat - that; tamasam - 
in the quality of darkness; udahrtam - is said to be. 

Charity given at an impure place and an improper time to an 
unworthy recipient, in a mood of contempt and disrespect, is said 
to be governed by the quality of ignorance. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Asat-karah means ‘the result of disrespect’. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Charity that is given at an 
impure place and an improper time to an unqualified person, like a 
dancer or prostitute, to one who does not need it, or to a sinful person, 
is in the mode of ignorance. Charity that is disrespectfully given to a 
worthy person is also in the mode of ignorance. 
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Verses 23-24 

doHIdlrl M# wfefe: T^cT: I 
WmRVbd fafedl: WII^II 

rTFTT^ 3S> ^*KHdM:fsF2TT: I 

UdcM fa^IFTfeT: TRTcT W^lfelFT II?* II 

orn tat sad iti nirdeso brahmanas tri-vidhah smrtah 
brahmanas tena vedas ca yajnas ca vihitah pura 

tasmad om ity udahrtya yajna-ddna-tapah-kriydh 
pravartante vidhanoktah satatam brahma-vddindm 

om tat sat - the transcendental syllables, or names, om, tat and sat; 
iti - thus; nirdesah - indicating; brahmanah - the Supreme brahma; tri- 
vidhah - of three types; smrtah - it is said; brahmanah - the brahmanas, 
who are conversant with the Supreme brahma; tena - by this (utterance); 
vedah - the Vedas; ca - and; yajnah - sacrifices; ca - and; vihitah - were 
created; pura - in ancient times; tasmat - therefore; om - the sacred syllable 
om; iti - thus; udahrtya - while uttering; yajna - of sacrifice; dana - charity; 
tapah - and austerity; kriyah - activities; pravartante - performed; vidhana- 
uktah - according to the scriptures; satatam - always; brahma-vddindm - of 
those who follow the Vedic version. 

It is said that om, tat and sat are three names used to indicate 
brahma, the Supreme Absolute Reality. The brahmanas, the Vedas 
and sacrifices were originally created from these three words. 
Therefore, dedicated followers of the Vedas always commence the 
performance of sacrifice, charity, austerity and other religious 
activity prescribed in the scriptures, by uttering the sacred 
syllable om. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: It is generally explained that every human being 
can perform one of the three types of austerities, sacrifices, etc., 
according to their qualification. Among those who are in the mode of 
goodness, the brahmavadis begin their performance of sacrifice with 
an invocation to brahma, or God. Therefore, Sri Bhagavan says that 
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saintly persons remember and honour Him by the threefold invocation 
of brahma: om, tat, sat. 

Throughout the invocations of the Vedas, the renowned, sacred 
syllable om is prominent and is certainly the name of brahma. Tat 
(brahma ) is well known as the cause of the universe, ft also removes atat 
(maya ). Sat is described in the Chandogya Upanisad (6.2.1) as follows: “O 
gentle one, in the beginning there was only sat (the Supreme Absolute 
Eternal Reality).” 

The brahmanas, the Vedas and a host of sacrifices were created solely 
from brahma, the Supreme Tord, who is represented by the names om, 
tat and sat. Consequently, the current followers of the Vedas perform 
yajnas by uttering the sacred syllable om. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
quotes Krsna as saying, “Please listen as 1 explain the import of these 
verses. The performance of austerity, sacrifice, charity and taking food 
are each of three types: sattvika, rajasika and tamasika. The faith with 
which the conditioned living entities perform these activities, be it 
first, second or third class, remains contaminated by the modes and 
is worthless. These activities only become purposeful in attaining the 
stage of fearlessness, in the form of the purification of one’s existence, 
when they are performed with nirguna-sraddha, that is, with faith that 
gives rise to bhakti. ft is ordained throughout scripture that prescribed 
duties should be performed with such transcendental faith, or sraddha. 
Scripture contains three principles that indicate brahma, the Supreme 
Absolute Truth: om, tat and sat. These three names also describe the 
brahmanas, the Vedas and sacrifice. 

“Sraddha, or faith, that causes one to neglect the codes of scripture 
is contaminated by the modes of nature. It does not even remotely aim 
to attain the Supreme and will only yield the desired material result. 
Therefore, in the performance of scripturally prescribed activities, 
unflinching faith is imperative. Your doubt in scripture and your lack of 
faith arise due to a lack of proper discrimination. Therefore, followers 
of the Vedas, who have brahma as the goal, perform all their activities 
as prescribed in scripture, such as sacrifice, charity and austerities, by 
chanting the sacred syllable om.” 
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Verse 25 


Wf WcTq:toT: I 
ferf^TT: TTt^T^#T: II RA II 


tad ity anabhisandhaya phalam yajna-tapah-kriyah 
dana-kriyas ca vividhah kriyante moksa-kahksibhih 


tat - the syllable tat; iti - thus; anabhisandhaya - without desiring; 
phalam - of the fruit [of their activities] ;yajna-tapah - sacrifice, austerities; 
hriyah - religious practices; dana-kriyah - charitable deeds; ca - and; 
vividhah - various kinds; kriyante - are done; moksa-kanksibhih - those 
desirous of liberation. 


While uttering the syllable tat, those seeking liberation perform 
various types of austerities, sacrifice, charity and other such 
religious activities without any desire for the fruit. 

SArARTHA-VARSIN!: As described in the previous verse, yajha and 
other religious activities should be performed by uttering the word 
tat. The word anabhisandhaya means that one should perform one’s 
various prescribed duties without desiring their result. 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The word idam refers to this 
visible world, and tat refers to brahma (Reality), which is beyond this 
world. Yajhas must only be performed for the purpose of attaining 
para-tattva, the Supreme Reality. 


Verse 26 

VmWf qvtTFR rPTT II RSJI 

sad'bhave sadhu-bhave ca sad ity etat prayujyate 
prasaste karmani tatha sac-chabdah partha yujyate 

sat-bhave - in the sense of the quality of brahma, the Supreme Absolute 
Truth; sadhu-bhave - in the sense of the nature of the sadhu, the devotee 
of brahma; ca - and; sat - the word sat; iti - thus; etat - this; prayujyate - 
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is used; prasaste - in auspicious; karmani - activities; tatha - also; sat- 
sabdah - the word sat; partha - O son of Prtha; yujyate - is used. 

O Partha, the word sat refers to the defining quality of the 
Supreme Absolute Truth and His worshippers. Sat is also used in 
connection with auspicious acts. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The word sat represents brahma and is used in 
auspicious or praiseworthy acts, both material and transcendental. 
To explain this, Sri Bhagavan is speaking these two verses, the 
first beginning with sad-bhave. Sad-bhave (having the nature of 
eternal Reality) is an appropriate description for brahma and for the 
worshippers of brahma. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The sacred syllable om is the 
name of the Absolute Truth. He is also called tat. In the same way, the 
word sat indicates that He exists eternally and that He is the cause of 
everything. He alone is the true entity, sat-vastu. This is also stated in 
the Srutis: “sad eva saumya idam agra aslta - O gentle one, previously 
this material world existed within Him, who is one without a second, 
and before the creation, there was only Him, who has an eternal (sat) 
form” ( Chandogya Upanisad 6.2.1). When this eternal truth (sat) is all 
that exists in a person’s heart, that person is a sadhu. It is also said 
in Srxmad-Bhagavatam (3.25.25) satam prasahgan. Here also the word 
sat is used to indicate those devotees of Bhagavan who have realized 
the Absolute Truth. In general, auspicious acts in this material world 
are also known as sat-karya. In Sat-kriya-sara-dlpika, Srlla Gopala 
Bhatta Gosvami, a prominent Gaudiya Vaisnava spiritual master and 
the protector of Gaudiya Vaisnava scriptural conceptions, defines sat 
as follows: “The one-pointed devotees of Sri Govinda are devoted to 
sat (eternal) thoughts. Thus, because all their activities are performed 
for the pleasure of Bhagavan, their activities are called sat. All other 
activities are asat, and therefore, they are forbidden.” 

In this regard, Bhagavan Sri Krsna is explaining the meaning of the 
word sat in these two verses, the first beginning with the word sad- 
bhave. “O Partha, the word sat is used for sad-bhava (that which aims 
at brahma) and also for sadhu-bhava (the supremely virtuous nature 
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and activities of Krsna’s one-pointed and surrendered devotees). In the 
same way, the word sat is also used for auspicious acts.” 

The word sat is used for brahma, the Absolute Truth. Vrajendra- 
nandana Sri Krsna, who is omnipotent, the cause of all causes and 
the support and basis of all rasa, is Himself the complete eternal 
entity. The word sat is also used for His associates, His abode, all of 
His incarnations ( avataras ), the abodes of those avataras, His pure, 
one-pointed devotees, the presiding deity of the gayatrl-mantra, 
brahmanas, bhakti and so forth. It is also used for Sri Bhagavan’s 
name, qualities, form, pastimes and so forth. Om tat sat is uttered 
while giving initiation (diksa) to a faithful person or while giving him 
the sacred thread. Sri gurudeva, who bestows the gay atrl-m antra and 
hari-nama, is also called sat (i.e. he is sad-guru, a bona fide spiritual 
master). The disciple who accepts these mantras is called sat-sisya, and 
the process of diksa is called sat, or sad-anusthana - spiritual rite, or 
ceremony. In this way, scripture accepts the use of the word sat in all 
devotional sentiments (bhavas), services, activities and objects related 
to Bhagavan Sri Krsna. 


Verse 27 

^ ^Ff ^ TlfcfcT | 

^4 ^cT cT^#T || ^ || 

yajne tapasi dane ca sthitih sad iti cocyate 
karma caiva tad-arthiyam sad ity evabhidhiyate 

yajne - in sacrifice; tapasi - in austerity; dane - in charity; ca - and; 
sthitih - sacrifices and other religious acts; sat - spiritual, virtuous, 
or eternal; iti - as; ca ucyate - is also spoken of; karma - actions 
(like cleaning the temple of the Lord); ca - and; eva - certainly; tat- 
arthlyam - appropriate for the service of brahma (the Supreme Lord); 
sat - sat; iti - as; eva abhidhlyate - certainly described. 

Steadiness in the performance of sacrifice, austerity and charity 
is also known as sat. And activities such as cleansing the temple 
for the pleasure of brahma (Sri Bhagavan) are also called sat. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sthitih means ‘being steadfast in the perfor¬ 
mance of sacrifice, etc’. Tad-arthiyam karma means ‘serving brahma 
(Sri Bhagavan) by performing activities such as cleaning the temple’. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
says, “The import of the word sat can also be applied to sacrifice, 
austerities and charity, if they are performed for the satisfaction of 
brahma if not, they are all asat (useless). All mundane activities are 
contrary to the jlva’s svarupa, or intrinsic, spiritual nature. When one 
resolves to serve brahma, one engages in those activities that arouse 
transcendental devotion. They then become useful in purifying the 
living entity’s existence, that is, in bestowing perfection, or service to 
Sri Krsna, upon him.” 


Verse 28 

3T31^TT lyT cfrf dUfdki fief xf 111 

TTTsf tj ^ ddJrd ^ft ^ll^ll 

asraddhaya hutam dattam tapas t apt am krtam ca yat 
asad ity ucyate partha na ca tat pretya no iha 

asraddhaya - without faith; hutam - sacrificial fire (as an oblation to 
Sri Bhagavan); dattam - charity; tapah - austerity; taptam - undergone; 
krtam - done; ca - and; yat - which; asat - impermanent; iti - as; 
ucyate - is described; partha - O son of Prtha; na - nor; ca - and 
whatever else; tat - that; pretya - in the next world; na u - nor; iha - in 
this world. 

O son of Prtha, sacrifice, austerity, charity or any other acts 
performed without faith are called asat. Such activities give no 
transcendental result, either in this world or the next. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: “I have heard about sat-karma, spiritually 
virtuous deeds, but what is asat-karmaV Expecting this question 
from Arjuna, Sri Bhagavan is speaking this verse beginning with 
asraddhaya. All fire yajnas (hutam), charity (dattam), penances (tapah) 
and anything else that is done without faith, is asat. This means that 
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although yajna may be performed, it is not a yajna in truth; charity 
may be given, but it is not really charity; austerities may be performed, 
but it is not actually austerity; and whatever else may be done is in fact 
useless, if performed without faith, ft does not even give good results 
in this world, what to speak of the next: tat na pretya no iha. 

The present chapter explains that the various types of prescribed 
activities performed with sraddha in the mode of goodness lead to 
liberation, or moksa. 

Thus ends the bhavanuvada of Srlla Visvanatha Cakravartt Thakura’s 
Sdrartha-varsinl-tlka (the commentary that gives pleasure 
to the devotees and is accepted by all saintly persons) 
on the Seventeenth Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-gita. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: All activities performed with 
the purpose of serving Bhagavan, srl guru and the Vaisnavas, such as 
collecting alms, digging wells and ponds, making flower and Tulasi 
gardens, planting trees and building temples, are tad-arthiyam-karma, 
activities performed for His satisfaction, and they are sat. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “O Arjuna, 
all activities, sacrifices, charity and austerities that are performed 
without nirguna-sraddha, faith that is transcendental to the modes, 
are asat, temporary and useless. Such activities never bring any 
benefit either now in this world, or in the future, in the next world. 
Therefore, scripture instructs us in nirguna-sraddha. If one discards 
the injunctions of scripture, it means that he has abandoned nirguna- 
sraddha, which is the seed of the wish-fulfilling creeper of devotion.” 

Thus ends the Sarartha-varsinl Prakasikd-vrtti, 
by Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja, 
on the Seventeenth Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-gita. 
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The Yoga of Liberation 


Verse i 

33TcT— 

TRTTWT Wol d IddHI 

cdMITd ihCBTl i^ctcbhlHddd II ^ II 

arjuna uvaca - 

sannyasasya mahu-buho tattvam icchami veditum 
tyagasya ca hrslkesa prthak hesi-nisudana 

arjuna uvaca - Arjuna said; sannyasasya - of renunciation of action; maha- 
baho - O mighty-armed; tattvam - principle; icchami - I desire; veditum - 
to know; tyagasya - of renunciation of the fruits of action; ca - and; 
hrslkesa - O master of the senses; prthak - distinctly; kesi-nisudana - O 
slayer of the Kesi demon. 

Arjuna said: O mighty-armed one, O slayer of Kesi, O Hrslkesa, 
master of the senses, I wish to understand clearly the distinction 
between the principle of renunciation of action ( sannyasa ) and the 
principle of renouncing the fruits of action ( tyaga). 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: This chapter explains the following subjects: the 
three types of sannyasa,jhana and karma, the conclusive understanding 
of liberation ( mukti ) and the most confidential essence of bhakti. 

In the previous chapter, Sri Bhagavan said, “After becoming devoid 
of all material desires, those who seek liberation perform various types 
of sacrifice, give in charity and engage in penances, while uttering the 
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word tat” (Gita 17.25). In Sri Bhagavan’s statement, moksa-kanksl (a 
seeker of liberation) is used to indicate a sannyasl only. But if this word 
refers to someone other than the sannyasl, then who is that person? 
Sri Bhagavan says in the Gita (12.n), “sarva-karma-phala-tyagam tatah 
kuru yatdtmavan - with a controlled mind, you should engage in your 
prescribed duty, renouncing the fruit of all action.” 

Arjuna is now inquiring from the Supreme Lord about those who 
renounce the fruits of all their activities (referred to in Gita 12.n). 
Of what kind is the renunciation ( tyaga ) of such renunciants? And of 
what kind is the sannyasa of such sannyasls (referred in Gita 17.25)? 
Arjuna, being inquisitive and wise, spoke this verse beginning with 
sannyasasya in order to understand these topics clearly. He has used the 
word prthak to mean, “If the words sannyasa and tyaga have different 
meanings, then I wish to know the truth of their respective natures. 
Even if, in Your opinion or in the opinion of others, they have the same 
meaning, I still wish to understand the difference between the two. O 
Hrsikesa, You alone are the prompter of my intelligence, so therefore, 
this doubt has only arisen by Your inspiration. O Kesi-nisudana, killer 
of the Kesi demon, kindly destroy this doubt of mine in the same 
way that You destroyed Kesi. O mighty-armed one, You are supremely 
powerful, whereas my power is miniscule. The relationship between 
us is one of friendship because we have some similar qualities; but my 
qualities cannot compare to Your qualities, such as omniscience. I am 
only able to ask You this question without hesitation because You have 
bestowed upon me a little of Your mood of friendship (sakhya-bhava)." 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In some parts of the Gita, 
Bhagavan Sri Krsna has given instructions about renunciation of 
action ( karma-sannyasa ), and in other parts He has given the 
instruction to not completely abandon action but to renounce fruits 
of all action. From a superficial perspective, there seems to be a 
contradiction between these two instructions. Arjuna wants Krsna to 
remove the doubts of those people with gross, mundane intelligence, 
so he is asking these questions about the real meaning of tyaga and 
sannyasa, about the difference between them, and about their unique 
characteristics. 
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The names Kesi-nisudana, Hrsikesa and Maha-bahuh used by Arjuna 
in this verse have specific deep meanings. Krsna killed a frightening 
and wicked demon called Kesi; therefore, He is called Maha-bahuh, 
‘supremely powerful’. Arjuna thus says, “O Sri Bhagavan, You are fully 
capable of annihilating the demon of my doubts. This doubt has arisen 
in my heart only by Your inspiration, because You, Hrsikesa, are the 
prompter and master of all my senses. Only You can completely remove 
all my doubts and illuminate the truth of the soul ( atma-tattva ), the 
truth of the Supreme Tord ( bhagavat-tattva ) and the truth of devotional 
service ( bhakti-tattva ) within my heart.” This is the hidden meaning 
behind these three terms of address. If, like Arjuna, a person surrenders 
to Bhagavan and prays to Him for transcendental knowledge, that is 
prema-bhakti, then Sri Bhagavan will surely fulfil his desire. 

Verse 2 



^PTKTTHl ^fiTf TRTTTT ^cpqf I 

WTfTrqpi II II 

srl bhagavan uvaca - 

kamyanam karmanam nyasam sannyasam kavayo viduh 
sarva-karma-phala-tyagam prahus tyagam vicaksanah 

srl bhagavan uvaca - the Supreme Personality of Godhead said; 
kamyanam - of fruitive; karmanam - activities; nyasam - the abandonment; 
sannyasam - as renunciation; kavayah - the sages; viduh - understand; 
sarva-karma-phala- of the fruit of all activities; tyagam - giving up; prahuh - 
they declare; tyagam - detachment; vicaksanah - enlightened. 

Sri Bhagavan said: According to enlightened sages, completely 
giving up all fruitive action is renunciation ( sannyasa), whereas 
to abandon the fruits of all action is called detachment ( tyaga). 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: At first, to explain the different meanings of the 
two words sannyasa and tyaga on the basis of the ancient doctrines, Sri 
Bhagavan is speaking this verse beginning with kamyanam. 
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The term sannyasa means to completely give up all kamya-karma 
(materially motivated action), such as performing a yajna to beget 
a son or attain the heavenly planets. But it does not imply that one 
should give up nitya-karma (obligatory duties), such as remembering 
gayatrx-mantras. 

The term tyaga refers to abandoning the fruits of all materially 
motivated action and obligatory actions but not abandoning the 
activities themselves. Even the performance of nitya-karma (one’s 
obligatory duties) yields fruit, such as the attainment of Pitr-loka, the 
planet of the forefathers, and getting free from sin. This is expounded 
throughout the Srutis. Therefore, tyaga means to perform all actions 
without desiring their result. Sannyasa, however, means to perform 
all one’s obligatory duties ( nitya-karma ) without desiring the results 
and to give up fruitive action altogether. This is the difference between 
these two terms. 

SA RA RT11A-VA RSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sri Bhagavan gives the opinion 
of highly exalted personalities who are fully conversant with the true 
principle. Renunciation ( sannyasa ) certainly means to not completely 
abandon one’s obligatory duties ( nitya-karma ) or occasional religious 
duties incurred by specific circumstances ( naimittika-karma ), but to give 
up fruitive action (s akama-karma) altogether. And detachment (tyaga) 
means to not abandon fruitive action (the selfishly motivated execu¬ 
tion of that duty) or obligatory and occasional actions altogether but 
to simply give up their results. Deliberation on both of these concepts 
is visible in various places throughout scripture. However, here, by 
knowing the opinion of Sri Bhagavan Himself, as well as that of His 
devotees, who are conversant with the principles of Truth, it is possible 
to have absolute reconciliation of the above mentioned concepts. 

In Srlmad-Bhagavatam, Sri Krsna, by making Uddhava the object of 
His instruction, has explained the three types of yoga, namely karma, 
jridna and bhakti, according to the eligibility of different individuals. 
For those who are attached to karma and its results, He instructs 
(niskama) karma-yoga, the path of spiritual advancement through 
offering the fruit of one’s prescribed action to the Ford. For those 
supremely renounced persons who are completely detached from the 
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results of karma, prescribed duties, He instructs jnana-yoga, the path 
of spiritual advancement through transcendental knowledge. But for 
those moderate persons who are neither overly attached to the results 
of their prescribed duty nor who are dry renunciants, He instructs 
bhakti-yoga, the path of loving devotion to the Supreme Lord. 

Generally, in the initial stages, a conditioned soul only has the 
qualification ( adhikara) to perform karma, his prescribed duty. In 
order to make him enter the stage ( adhikara) of jnana, the instruction 
to relinquish the results of prescribed action ( karma-phala-tyaga) and 
renounce action altogether ( karma-sannyasa) has been imparted. First, 
one should practise completely abandoning fruitive action (sakama- 
karma) and then gradually, one should also renounce the fruits of 
obligatory and occasional duties ( nitya- and naimittika-karma). A 
person’s heart is purified after performing this practice for some time 
and he becomes situated on a higher platform, jnana. His qualification 
to perform his prescribed duty (karma) then ceases. In that stage it 
becomes possible for him to renounce karma completely. According to 
the statement u jnanam ca mayi sannyaset -jnana must also be renounced 
to attain Me” ( Srimad-Bhagavatam n.19.1), even jnana should be 
renounced upon achieving perfection in it. However, unlike the karmis 
and jnanls, those who practice bhakti do not need to renounce bhakti 
upon attaining perfection in it. Rather, in the perfected stage, bhakti is 
executed in its purest, most developed manner. 

Therefore, Bhagavan Sri Krsna Himself has made the following 
statements: “tavat karmani kurvita - one should continue to perform 
karma as long as he is not satiated by it or has not developed sraddha 
in hearing and reciting topics about Me” ( Srlmad-Bhagavatam n.20.9); 
u jnana-nistho virakto va - the conduct of those dedicated to cultivating 
transcendental knowledge and thus detached and the conduct of 
My exclusive devotees is beyond the range of rules and regulations.” 
(. Srlmad-Bhagavatam 11.18.28); “yas tv atma-ratir eva syad - a person 
who delights in the self, however, who remains contented and satisfied 
in the self, has no duties to perform” (Gita 3.17); and “ sarva-dharman 
parityajya - completely abandon everything and take exclusive shelter 
of Me” (Gita 18.66). The Yoga-vasistha also states “ na karmani tyajeta 
yogi karmabhist yajyate hy asav id - a yogi should not give up his 
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prescribed duty because the prescribed duty itself will renounce the 
yogi when he has attained an elevated level.” 

Generally, scripture does not instruct conditioned souls to give up 
their prescribed duty; rather, it instructs them to just give up fruitive 
actions or the results of their actions. This is because generally, the 
living entity in his bound state is very much attached to performing 
fruitive action (sakama-karma). If, in the beginning stage of his practice, 
he is instructed to give up the fruit of his action, he will not be able to 
embrace this. Therefore, such instructions are given to gradually bring 
him to a higher platform. 

Through this step-by-step process, by first practising the renunciation 
of the fruits of action, the heart becomes purified. Thereafter, it is only 
possible to give up action completely when one achieves atma-rati (the 
happiness of the self). For this reason, Sri Bhagavan gives the instruction 
na buddhi-bhedam janayet... - one should not instruct less intelligent 
people, who are attached to karma, or scripturally prescribed action, 
to give it up. Due to their immature intelligence, they will become 
confused and deviate from the spiritual path. Rather, by example, you 
should instruct them how to work without attachment” (Gita 3.26). 
However, one should also remember that only for a person who has 
developed the qualification to engage in kevala-bhakti, it is possible 
to completely give up all prescribed action ( nitya-karma, naimittika- 
karma and kamya-karma). 

It is for this reason alone that the verse sarva-dharman parityajya 
is spoken at the end of this chapter. In his commentary on this verse, 
Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura writes, “When a person becomes 
qualified to perform unalloyed devotion to the Supreme Ford, then, as 
a result of the good fortune that has come about through the mercy 
of great saints, he is not inflicted by fault or sin even if he does not 
perform any of his regular prescribed duties (nitya-karma). In fact, 
if in that state he continues to engage in his scripturally prescribed 
regular and occasional duties ( nitya-naimittika-karma ), he incurs sin, 
because by doing so, he transgresses My instruction. In other words, 
the performance of nitya-naimittika-karma is not favourable to the 
execution of kevala-bhakti.” 
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Here, nitya-karma refers to daily obligatory activities such as the 
worship of various demigods and goddesses as described in the section 
of the Vedas dealing with path of karma (fruitive activity). Naimittika- 
karma means ‘occasional religious activities’ such as the worship of 
the forefathers and demigods in the sraddha ceremony (performed for 
deceased family members). 

A person enters into the divine realm of pure devotion (kevala- 
bhakti ) to Sri Krsna only when he completely abandons these activities. 

By studying Sat-kriya-sara-dipika by Srimad Gopala Bhatta Gosvami, 
the great Gaudiya Vaisnava acarya and protector of Gaudiya Vaisnava 
conceptions, we can understand that no authoritative scripture gives 
any injunctions for the pure, one-pointed devotees of Sri Krsna to 
worship the forefathers and demigods, regardless of the devotees’ 
varna or asrama. Rather, if the exclusive devotees of Sri Krsna engage 
in the worship of the forefathers or demigods, it becomes an offence 
to devotional service (s eva-aparadha) and to the holy name ( nama- 
aparadha). 

Srimad Gopala Bhatta Gosvami uses evidence from scriptures to 
prove that when Sri Krsna is pleased by a person’s exclusive devotion, 
that devotee does not incur any sinful reaction or commit the fault 
of negligence, even if he gives up all other prescribed action. Such 
one-pointed devotees attain an auspicious position, whether they are 
situated in this universe or beyond it. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Sri Krsna as saying, “ Sannyasa 
means to completely give up all materially motivated fruitive activity 
( kamya-karma ) and perform regular ( nitya ) and occasional ( naimittika ) 
duties without desiring their fruit. Tyaga means to give up the fruit 
of all types of karma - regular (nitya) and occasional ( naimittika ) and 
fruitive ( kamya ). Learned people explain this to be the difference 
between sannyasa and tyaga." 


Verse 3 
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tyajyam dosa-vud ity eke karma prahur mamsinah 
yajna-ddna-tapah-karma na tyajyam iti capare 

tyajyam - should be renounced; dosa-vat - as a fault; iti - that; eke - some; 
karma - action; prahuh - say; manisinah - the intelligent (proponents 
of sankhya ); yajna-dana-tapah-karma - sacrifice, charity, austerity and 
action; na tyajyam - should not be given up; iti - that; ca - and; apare - 
other followers of mimamsaka. 

Some thinkers, such as the sankhyavadis 1 , say that since every 
action is covered by fault, action should be given up. Others, like 
the mi mamsakas 2 , say that acts of sacrifice, charity and austerity 
should never be given up. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan is again discussing varying 
opinions regarding renunciation, in this verse beginning with tyajyam. 
Some sankhyavadis have the opinion that karma should be completely 
given up because it possesses faults, such as violence. Others, like 
the mimdmsakas, say that activities such as sacrifice are not to be 
relinquished, because they are prescribed in scripture. 

Verse 4 

^ cRT r^TFt I 

r^FTt % fW<=b1fdd: IIVII 

niscayam srnu me tatra tyage bharata-sattama 
tyago hi purusa-vydghra tri-vidhah samprakirtitah 

niscayam - definite conclusion; srnu - hear; me - My; tatra - on this point; 
tyage - concerning renunciation; bharata-sattama - O best of Bharata’s 
line; tyagah - renunciation; hi - indeed; purusa-vydghra - O foremost 
among men; tri-vidhah - of three kinds; samprakirtitah - declared. 

1 Sankhyavadis analyze matter and conclude that matter is the cause of creation. 
Therefore, their philosophy is atheistic. 

2 The mimamsaka philosophers emphasize pious action, which they think 
obliges God to reciprocate. In fact, they declare this to be the path to God. 
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O best of the Bharatas, hear My conclusive opinion concerning 
renunciation. O foremost among men, renunciation is said to be 
of three kinds. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Now Sri Bhagavan is stating His opinion in 
this verse beginning with niscayam. Renunciation is of three kinds: 
sattvika, rajasika and tamasika. Sri Bhagavan says in the Gita (18.7) 
that it is not appropriate to renounce scripturally prescribed regular 
duties ( nitya-karma ). The renunciation of those who give up those 
duties due to bewilderment is described as having the quality of 
ignorance. In the Gita (18.7), renunciation is referred to as sannyasa. 
Therefore, according to the opinion of Sri Bhagavan, tyaga and 
sannyasa are synonymous. 


Verse 5 

H ^I^HH TTcTI 

^Tt ^FT cFpHNt qTcFrrfH HHrfHorrTH 11 mi 

yajna-dana-tapah-karma na tyajyam karyam eva tat 
yajno danam tapas caiva pavanani manisinam 

yajfia - sacrifice; dana - charity; tapah - austerity; karma - action; na 
tyajyam - should not be given up; karyam eva - should be performed; 
tat - that; yajnah - sacrifice; danam - charity; tapah - austerity; ca - and; 
eva - indeed; pavanani - purifiers (of the heart); manisinam - of the wise. 

The practice of sacrifice, charity and austerity should not be given 
up, for these activities are obligatory. Indeed, sacrifice, charity 
and austerity purify the hearts of even the wise. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: According to the opinion of Sri Bhagavan, even 
within kamya-karma, or selfishly motivated prescribed duties, the 
sattvika acts of sacrifice, charity and austerity should all be performed 
without desiring their results. He says that the performance of sacrifice 
and so forth is obligatory because it purifies the heart. 
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Verse 6 

iJdMfa g ^FtrffuT 'rq^rsrr LhHifn ri 
^ hrloilHlfd R Rrf^IcT WJtFFT II 6 > II 

etany api tu karmani sangam tyaktva phalani ca 
kartavyaniti me partha niscitam matam uttamam 

etani - these; api tu - however; karmani - activities; sangam - attachment 
(the feeling that one is the doer); tyaktva - giving up; phalani - to the 
results; ca - and; kartavyani - should be performed; iti - such; me - My; 
partha - O son of Prtha; niscitam - definite; matam - opinion; uttamam - 
supreme. 

O Partha, one should perform all of these activities, having given 
up the ego of being the doer and abandoning attachment to the 
results of action. This is My definite and supreme opinion. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In this verse beginning with etany api, Sri 
Bhagavan is now explaining how these activities can purify the heart. 
The word sangam means that one should perform prescribed duties 
without any desire for the result and without maintaining the false 
ego of being the doer of action. Tyaga is when both fruitive desires and 
the ego of being the doer are relinquished. It is also called sannyasa. 

Verse 7 

f^FfcTFT r[ TRTTTT: ^Mt dlWId I 

WItT-R ' 7 R _ RmRTITqTf: uRcblfrld: lIVs || 

niyatasya. tu sannyasah karmano nopapadyate 
mohat tasya parityagas tamasah parikirtitah 

niyatasya - of obligatory action; tu - indeed; sannyasah - renunciation; 
karmanah - nitya-karma, daily purifactory action (such as sandhya- 
vandana, chanting of gayatri-mantra)', na - not; upapadyate - to be done; 
mohat - out of delusion; tasya - of that; parityagah - renunciation; 
tamasah - governed by the quality of darkness; parikirtitah - is described. 
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Indeed, renouncing obligatory duties is not proper. If out of 
delusion a person does so, he is said to be controlled by the 
quality of darkness. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Of the three types of renunciation, renunciation 
in the mode of ignorance is being explained here. Mohdt refers to 
renunciation that is performed in ignorance of the purport of scripture. 
A sannyasl can relinquish the performance of selfishly motivated 
fruitive activity ( kamya-karma ), considering it unnecessary, but it 
is not proper for him to give up his regular prescribed duty ( nitya- 
karma). This is implied by the word tu. Mohdt means ‘ignorance’. The 
result of tamasika renunciation is also ignorance, and the desired 
knowledge is not achieved. 


Verse 8 

TT TFTFT r^THT (tpFd c^cTII^II 

duhkham ity eva yat karma kdya-klesa-hhaydt tyajet 
sa krtva rajasam tyagam naiva tyaga-phalam labhet 

duhkham - a cause of misery; iti - as; eva - certainly; yat - which; karma - 
work; kaya-klesa-bhayat - out of fear of bodily suffering; tyajet - may 
give up; sah - one; krtva - having performed; rajasam - in the quality of 
passion; tyagam - renunciation; na eva - certainly does not; tyaga-phalam - 
the result of renunciation; labhet - obtain. 

When a person considers his karma (scripturally prescribed duty) 
to be a source of misery and relinquishes it out of fear of bodily 
discomfort, then his renunciation is considered to be in the mode 
of passion, and he fails to obtain the actual result of renunciation. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: It is compulsory to perform one’s regular 
prescribed duty, the performance of which incurs a good result. 
No fault is incurred by its performance. Despite knowing this, 
some persons think, “But why should 1 perform that duty and give 
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unnecessary pain to my body?” The renunciation of such persons is 
in the mode of ignorance. They do not attain knowledge, which is the 
result of renunciation. 


Verse 9 

=bl4fH^c| i|r=b4 pFlrf I 

W W TT c^TRT: TTTfepTTT 'RcT: II % II 

karyam ity eva yat karma niyatam kriyate ’rjuna 
sangam tyaktva phalam caiva sa tyagah sattviko matah 

karyam - understanding it to be a duty; iti - as; eva - certainly; yat - which; 
karma niyatam - nitya-karma, obligatory action; kriyate - is performed; 
arjuna - O Arjuna; sangam - the ego of being the doer; tyaktva - giving up; 
phalam - desiring the result; ca - and; eva - certainly; sah - that; tyagah - 
renunciation; sattvikah - the mode of goodness; matah - considered. 

O Arjuna, the renunciation of one who performs his obligatory 
responsibilities out of a sense of duty, renouncing all attachment 
to the fruits of action as well as to the ego of being the doer, is 
considered to be in the mode of goodness. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: ‘ft is imperative to do this.’ When nitya-karma, or 
obligatory action, is performed with this disposition, it is in the mode 
of goodness. Such people attain knowledge, which is the desired result 
of renunciation. 


Verse 10 

TfrSfTFnf^t 4%TT4l feuTOWT: II *0 || 

na dvesty akusalam karma kusale nanusajjate 
tyagl sattva-samavisto medhavi chinna-sarhsayah 

na dvesti - does not hate; akusalam - troublesome; karma - work; kusale - 
work that gives happiness; na - nor; anusajjate - is he attached; tyagl - 
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renunciant; sattva-samavistah - absorbed in the quality of goodness; 
medhavl - fixed intelligence; chinna-samsayah - whose doubts are dispelled. 

That renunciant who is immersed in the quality of goodness, 
whose intelligence is steady and who is free from all doubts, 
neither hates work that is troublesome nor becomes attached to 
work that gives happiness. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In this verse beginning with the words na 
dvesty, Sri Bhagavan is explaining the characteristics of those who are 
steadfast in sattvika renunciation. Akusalam means that they are not 
adverse to performing activities that cause pain or discomfort, such 
as taking a morning bath in winter. And kusale means they do not 
become attached to activities that give pleasure, such as taking a cold 
bath in summer. 


Verse ii 


T % ^JcTT I 




TT 


m ii 


na hi deha-bhrta sakyam tyaktum karmany asesatah 
yas tu karma-phala-tyagi sa tyagity abhidhiyate 


na - not; hi - certainly; deha-bhrta - by an embodied being; sakyam - 
possible; tyaktum - to renounce; karmani - activities; asesatah - com¬ 
pletely; yah - who; tu - however; karma-phala-tyagi - renounces the 
results of his activities; sah - he; tyagl - a renunciant; iti - as; abhidhiyate - 
is said to be. 


An embodied being cannot entirely renounce action, but he who 
gives up attachment to the results of his actions is said to be a 
true renunciant. 


SARARTHA-VARSINI: Since it is impossible for the embodied jlva to 
completely renounce all activity, he should only perform the activities 
prescribed in the scriptures. Sri Bhagavan speaks the verse beginning 
with na hi to emphasize this. To abandon all activity is impossible. 
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Previously, in the Gita (3.5), Sri Bhagavan said, “na hi kascit ksanam 
api jdtu tisthaty akarma-krt - one cannot exist for even a moment 
without performing work.” 


Verse 12 

2H HCi | J-|Ci PRrPTI 

^drilrillPlHI H cj TFT#RT II ^ II 

anistam istam misram ca tri-vidham karmanah phalam 
bhavaty atyaginam pretya na tu sannyasinam kvacit 

anistam - undesired (hell); istam - desired (heaven); misram - mixed 
(the middle planets such as Earth); ca - and; tri-vidham - the threefold; 
karmanah - of action; phalam - results; bhavati - exist; atyaginam - for 
those who are not renounced; pretya - after death; na - not; tu - but; 
sannyasinam - for the renunciants; kvacit - at any time. 

After casting off the mortal coil, those who have not practised 
renunciation as previously described attain three kinds of results: 
hell, the heavenly planets or a human birth in this world. Those 
who are true renunciants, however, never attain such a result. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Fault is incurred when one does not perform 
renunciation like this. One receives misery in hell (anistam), temporary 
happiness in the higher planets (istam) or the combined happiness 
and misery of human life (misram). This only applies to those who 
are not renunciants. It does not apply to the renunciants themselves. 
Pretya means ‘the next world’. 


Verse 13 

rp^r?TTFT WFTTft 4 I 

ylrblfn u4cb4u||HJI 5(3 II 

pancaitani mahd-bdho karanani nibodha me 
sankhye krtante proktani siddhaye sarva-karmandm 
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panca - five; etani - these; maha-baho - O mighty-armed Arjuna; karanani - 
causes; nibodha - be informed; me - from Me; sankhye - in the analysis of 
action within Vedanta; krta-ante - for ending the actions and reactions (of 
fruitive work); proktani - described; siddhaye - for the accomplishment; 
sarva-karmanam - of all actions. 

O mighty armed Arjuna, now hear from Me of the five causes 
involved in the accomplishment of any action. They are described 
in the Vedanta, and understanding them assists one in cutting the 
entanglement of the action and reaction of fruitive work. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: How can a person who performs his prescribed 
duty not receive its result? Expecting this question, Sri Bhagavan is 
now speaking five verses beginning with pancaitani to establish that 
when one becomes free from the false ego of thinking oneself the 
doer, one does not become implicated in the results of karma. “Hear 
from Me about the five causes of action, which are responsible for the 
completion of all activities.” 

That which fully explains Paramatma is called saiikhya [san - com¬ 
pletely; khya - describes], also known as Vedanta-sastra. Saiikhya explains 
how to nullify the reaction to activity that has already been performed. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: It is impossible for the 
embodied conditioned soul to relinquish all work. Furthermore, it is 
detrimental and inauspicious for an unqualified person to relinquish 
all types of work. Those in the initial stage of yoga practice are only 
qualified to engage in karma, prescribed duty. For this reason, they 
are instructed to abandon akarma, the non-performance of those 
duties, and vikarma, forbidden acts, and to perform their regular 
and occasional duties ( nitya- and naimittika-karma ). When a person’s 
attachment to the fruits of his prescribed duty gradually ceases, it is 
auspicious for him to continue to perform the karma prescribed in 
scripture, simply as a matter of duty. According to Krsna, the symptom 
of a sannyasi and a yogi is that they perform karma as a matter of 
duty, with no desire to enjoy the results. Those who can do this are 
real sannyasis and yogis. When such persons obtain the association of 
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Vaisnavas, they can enter the realm of bhakti and very quickly attain 
the supreme destination. 


Verse 14 

3qfwFT cT^JT ^nTf ^rfrt^pTi 

tcf L|o.xjJHJH II ^11 

adhisthanam tatha karta karanam ca prthag-vidham 
vividhas ca prthak cesta daivam caivatra pancamam 

adhisthanam - the body; tatha - also; karta - the doer (the soul and dull 
matter bound together by the knot of the false ego); karanam - the senses; 
ca - and; prthak - distinct; vidham - various; vividhah - manifold; ca - 
and; prthak - distinct; cestah - activities (such as the actions of the 
incoming and outgoing breaths); daivam - the indwelling witness, the 
Supersoul; ca eva atra - certainly amidst these other causes; pancamam - 
the fifth. 

The body, the doer, the senses, the various types of endeavours, 
and in the midst of them, the indwelling prompter (Antaryaml), 
are the five causes of action mentioned in Vedanta. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan now enumerates those causes of 
action. Adhisthanam means the body, and karta (the agent, or doer) 
refers to the knot of false ego, which ties the conscious soul to inert 
matter. Karanam means ‘the senses such as the eyes and ears’, prthag- 
vidham means ‘various types of endeavours’, that is, the function of 
the life-airs such as the incoming and outgoing breath, and daivam 
means ‘Antaryaml, the indwelling prompter of everyone’. These are 
the five causes of action. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The five causes of action 
mentioned in the previous verse are explained here in detail. It 
should be understood that the word adhisthanam in this verse means 
‘this body’, for action can only be performed when a conditioned 
soul becomes embodied. The soul situated in this body is called the 
doer, because it is he who performs action (karma), even though in 
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reality the pure soul has nothing to do with action. Due to his false 
ego only, he thinks himself the doer, and in this way he becomes the 
enjoyer of the results of his action. 

Therefore, the soul is called both the knower and the doer. This 
is also mentioned in the Srutis: “esa hi drasta srasta - it is actually 
the soul who sees and acts” ( Prasna Upanisad 4.9). The Vedanta-sutra 
also states, “jno ’ta eva - the soul is truly the knower” ( Brahma-sutra 
2.3.17), and “kartta sastrarthavattvat - the jivdtma is understood as 
the doer, as confirmed in scripture” ( Brahma-sutra 2.3.31). All these 
statements substantiate the above conclusion. The senses are the 
instruments used to perform action. The soul accomplishes various 
types of work only with the help of the senses. Each activity involves 
a separate endeavour, but each activity depends on the sanction of 
Paramesvara, who is situated within everyone’s heart as a witness, 
friend and controller. Therefore, Paramesvara alone is the supreme 
cause. Those who are inspired by an exalted, perfected personality 
who is fully conversant with scriptural conclusions, and also by 
Paramesvara, are able to ascertain what action is obligatory for them 
and what is not. Thus they engage in the performance of hhakti and 
very quickly attain the supreme destination. They are not bound by 
the reactions of their good or bad deeds. 

Verse 15 

cit faqfld ^rr ^44 tpft n ^n 

sarlra-vdh-manohhir yat karma pr dr ah hate narah 
nyayyam vd viparitam vd pahcaite tasya hetavah 

sarlra-vdk-manobhih - with his body, words or mind; yat - whatever; 
karma - activity; prarabhate - undertakes; narah - a man; nyayyam - 
virtuous; vd - or; viparitam - improper; vd - or; pahca - five; ete - these; 
tasya - for; hetavah - the causes. 

These are the five causes behind whatever virtuous or improper 
actions a person may perform with his body, speech or mind. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sarira-van-manobhih. There are three types of 
action: action performed by the body ( kayika ), action performed by 
speech ( vacika ) and action performed by the mind (manasika). That 
action can further be categorized as virtuous ( dharmika ) or wicked 
(■adharmika ). These are the five causes of action. 

Verse 16 

TtfcT ^cTfTfTTTfTFT cT ^T: I 

tt wrier ^riermu 

tatraivam sati kartdram atmanam kevalan tu yah 
pasyaty akrta-buddhitvan na sa pasyati durmatih 

tatra - then; evam sati - although this is so; kartdram - doer; atmanam - 
himself; kevalam - the only; tu - indeed; yah - who; pasyati - considers; 
akrta-buddhitvat - due to impure intelligence; na - not; sah - he; pasyati - 
properly see; durmatih - the foolish. 

Although this is so, a foolish person whose intelligence is impure 
cannot properly understand this and considers that he alone 
performs all his actions. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan says that although these five causes 
are behind all action, he who sees the pure soul - the living entity 
who has no association with matter - as the only doer is understood 
to be foolish ( durmatih ) due to impure intelligence. He does not see 
properly. Indeed, such an ignorant person is said to be blind. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: An ignorant person cannot 
understand that a separate, individual entity known as Paramatma is 
situated in his heart as a witness, controller and friend, regulating all 
his activities. Even though the body, the doer, the various endeavours 
and the senses are all material causes of action, the prominent cause 
is Paramatma. Thus, one should see that Paramatma, who is situated 
within the heart, is the supreme cause of action, not just that these 
four material causes accomplish an action. Those who are unable to see 
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in this way think it is they who perform action, and thus they always 
remain agitated. 


Verse 17 

'melt n 

TT #vT n tnWf^lUV3|| 

yasya nahankrto bhavo buddhir yasya na lipyate 
hatvapi sa imal lokan na hand na nibadhyate 

yasya - whose; na ahanhrtah - without false ego as the doer; bhavah - 
consciousness; buddlhh - intelligence; yasya - whose; na lipyate - is 
unattached (to the result of action); hatva - killing; api - even though; 
sah - he; iman - these; lokan - people; na hand - does not slay; na - nor; 
nibadhyate - he is bound (by the result of action). 

Even if he kills living beings, he who is free from the ego of being 
the doer and whose intelligence is not attached to the results of his 
activities does not truly kill, nor is he bound by the result of his action. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Who, then, has purified intelligence, and who 
actually sees?” In response to this, Sri Bhagavan speaks the verse 
beginning with yasya nahankrto bhavah. “One who does not possess 
the false ego of being the doer does not become attached to thinking, 
This is pleasing; this is not pleasing.’ Therefore, he does not become 
bound by the results of karma. What more can I say in this regard? 
Whether the work he performs is auspicious or inauspicious, in reality, 
he is not the doer of that work. From a material perspective, it may 
seem that he kills these people, but from his own perspective he does 
not, because he is not motivated by selfish desires. Therefore, he does 
not become bound by the results of karma.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Those who know themselves 
to be subservient to Paramesvara and who perform their work without 
a desire to reap the fruits and without the false ego of being the doer, are 
certainly intelligent. The results of karma cannot bind them. 
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Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “O Arjuna, you 
were only in illusion about this battle because of your false ego. Had 
you been aware that the five factors I have described are the cause 
of all action, you would not have become so bewildered. Therefore, 
those whose intelligence is not implicated by the false ego of being the 
doer do not kill, even if they kill all of humanity; nor do they become 
bound by the result of such killing.” 

Verse 18 

?TFT qlwicTT WfevR ^NtcRl I 

^4 ^F?ffcT Wm: II ^ II 

jnanam jneyam parijnata tri-vidhu karma-codana 
karanam karma karteti tri-vidhah karma-sahgrahah 

jnanam - knowledge; jneyam - the knowable; parijnata - the knower; 
tri-vidha - the three types; karma-codana - impulses of action; karanam - 
the instrument; karma - the activity; karta - the agent; iti - thus; tri- 
vidhah - the threefold; karma-saiigrahah - basis of action. 

Knowledge, the knowable and the knower constitute the threefold 
impetus to perform action. The instrument, the activity and the 
agent form the threefold basis of action. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Therefore, in the opinion of Sri Bhagavan, 
sannyasa, or renunciation in the mode of goodness, is instructed 
for the jhanls. But for devotees, however, complete renunciation of 
karma-yoga is recommended. In Srimad-Bhagavatam (n.11.32), Sri 
Bhagavan says, “O Uddhava, those who give up their occupational 
duty as prescribed by Me in the Vedas, having carefully analyzed 
the positive and negative aspects of pious and sinful action, and who 
thus engage in worship of Me, are indeed sattamah, the best among 
men.” Srila Sridhara Svarni has explained the meaning of this verse 
as follows: “Those who perform worship of Me, completely giving up 
their occupational duty as instructed by Me in the Vedas, are the best 
amongst men.” 
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Here a question arises. “If someone gives up his prescribed 
occupational duty out of ignorance or an atheistic propensity, will he 
still be considered as sattamah, the best among men?” In response, Sri 
Bhagavan says, “No. Those who are sattamah understand that favourable 
qualities such as purity of existence resulting from the performance of 
religious activities (prescribed duties according to varna and asrama ), 
as well as the discrepancies caused by the neglect of such activities, 
distract one from meditating upon Me. Those who understand this are 
sattamah. They possess the firm determination that everything can be 
achieved by performing bhakti to Me, and they solely engage in worship 
of Me, giving up all other religious activities.” 

The words dharmam santyajya in the above Srimad-Bhagavatam verse 
(n.11.32) do not mean to merely give up the results of dharma, but to give 
up dharma itself. One should understand that there is no discrepancy 
involved in giving up the results of dharma. This is the opinion given 
in the statements of Bhagavan, and it is supported by those who have 
explained them .Juana certainly relies on purification of the heart. The 
performance of niskama-karma, the selfless performance of prescribed 
action to achieve jnana, enables one to achieve different levels of such 
purification, and jnana increases in proportion to purity of heart. There 
is no other way for jnana to appear. Therefore, it is even imperative for 
sannyasls to practise niskama-karma for jnana to appear in their hearts. 

When the performance of karma has completely purified the heart, 
karma is no longer required. As also stated in the Gita (6.3), “Karma 
is the sadhana for those who desire jnana-yoga, but for those already 
situated in jnana, the sadhana is to renounce this karma, since it causes 
a distraction.” Moreover, the Gita (3.17) says, “There is no prescribed 
duty for one who derives pleasure from the self and who is satisfied 
and happy in the self alone.” 

Bhakti, being supremely independent and extremely powerful, does 
not depend upon purity of heart. Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.33.39) states: 
“Those with transcendental faith, who hear Sri Krsna’s pastimes with 
the gopis of Vraja, attain transcendental devotion to Him and thus 
very quickly become free from the disease of the heart: mundane lust.” 
How can this happen? First, transcendental devotion enters the heart 
of a person suffering from material lust and purifies it. Consequently, 
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the lust and unwanted desires ( anarthas) of such a qualified person 
are destroyed. Snmad-Bhagavatam (2.8.5) further states: “Krsna enters 
the lotus-like hearts of the devotees through the ear and removes all 
their impurities, just as the autumn season purifies the rivers.” 

Why, then, should the devotees engage in karma if bhakti alone 
purifies the heart? To clarify this point, the present verse is now 
spoken. Simply knowing that the soul is separate from the body does 
not comprise jnana. Rather, one is to also understand atma-tattva, the 
fundamental truth of the soul. The only real jnanls are those who have 
taken shelter of such knowledge. But the three constituents of jnana, 
namely knowledge (jnana), the object of knowledge ( jneya ), and the 
knower ( jnata), also have a relationship with karma. To understand 
this is the duty of the sannyasts. For this purpose, Sri Bhagavan is 
speaking this verse beginning with the word jnanam. Here the word 
codana means ‘injunction’ or ‘process’. Srila Gopala Bhatta Gosvami 
says that the words codana (injunction), upadesa (instruction) and 
vidhi (rules and regulations) are synonymous. 

Now Bhagavan Himself is explaining the second half of this verse, 
starting with karanam karma. Jnana is that which helps us to know 
something. According to this definition, jnana is the instrument of 
knowledge; jneya (jlvatma-tattva) is the known; and one who knows this 
truth about the jlvatma is jnata, the knower, or possessor of knowledge. 

There are three ingredients in an action: karana (the object or 
instrument of action), karma (the action itself) and karta (the subject 
or performer of action). These three factors, known as karma- 
sarigrahah, are related to niskama-karma. This is the explanation of 
the compound word karma-codana. In other words, the performance 
of niskama-karma-yoga is based on these three principles: knowledge 
(jnana), the object of knowledge (jneya) and the knower (jnata). 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The soul is an entity beyond 
the modes of nature, devoid of any material qualities. The inspiration 
for karma, the basis of karma and the result of karma are all products of 
the three modes of nature, so they have no constitutional relationship 
with the soul. The exclusive devotees of Bhagavan, who are completely 
surrendered to Him, have perfect knowledge of the soul. Although they 
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perform activities - by the will of Krsna or for His pleasure - they are 
never called karmls (materialists). The only appellation that adorns them 
is ‘bhakta’; therefore, they do not get entangled in the web of karma. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “Knowledge 
(jnana ), the object of knowledge ( jheya ) and the knower ( jnata ) are 
the three impulses of action known as karma-codana. 

“The instrument ( karana ), the object (karma) and the doer ( karta) 
comprise the threefold basis of karma known as karma-sangrahah. 
Whatever action a person performs has two states: inspiration ( codana) 
and basis (sangrahah). The process that precedes any action is called 
codana. Inspiration is the subtle existence of action, and it is the faith 
that exists in the mind before the gross state of action manifests. 

“The stage that precedes action is divided into three parts: 
(1) knowledge of the instrument of action; (2) the knowable object 
of action and (3) the knower of action. The external manifestation of 
action has three divisions: (1) karana (the instrument), (2) karma (the 
object) and (3) karta (the subject).” 3 

Verse 19 

UMrl cTRTFT II ^ II 

jnanam karma ca karta ca tridhaiva guna-bhedatah 
procyate guna-sankhydne yathavac chrnu tany api 

jnanam - knowledge; karma - action; ca - and; karta - the agent; ca - 
and; tridha - threefold; era - certainly; guna-bhedatah - according to the 
divisions of the three material qualities; procyate - are declared to be; 
guna-sankhydne - in the scriptures which analytically describe the three 


3 Example: The student picks up the book. In this action there is knowledge of 
the instrument of action (the student’s hand), the knowable object of action (a 
book and how to pick it up) and the knower (the student). Then there is the 
activity itself. These three combined are known as sangrahah. The student’s 
hand is the instrument (karana), the book is the object (karma), and the 
student is the subject (karta). 
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qualities of material nature; yathavat - as they are; srnu - you should 
hear; tani - of these; api - also. 

The scriptures that analytically discuss the three qualities of 
nature also say that knowledge, action and the performer of action 
are governed by the qualities of goodness, passion and ignorance. 
Now hear from Me about their factual condition. 

Verse 20 

3#nqrh fenTrfrf d^?1H fofisT 'HlRd'bH II ^0 || 

sarva-bhutesu yenaikam bhavam avyayam iksate 
avibhaktam vibhaktesu taj jnanarh viddhi sattvikam 

sarva-bhutesu - living beings; yena - by which knowledge; ekam - one; 
bhavam -nature; avyayam - imperishable; Iksate - one sees; avibhaktam - 
undivided; vibhaktesu - among the divided; tat - that; jnanam - know¬ 
ledge; viddhi - you should understand; sattvikam - the quality of goodness. 

By knowledge in the mode of goodness, one sees that the numerous 
souls in various bodies, such as humans, demigods, animals 
and birds, are all indivisible and imperishable, and that they all 
possess the same quality of consciousness, although they are each 
individually experiencing the different results of their actions. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Here, Sri Bhagavan is explaining knowledge in the 
mode of goodness. Ekam bhavam means that the same soul sequentially 
accepts different forms, such as that of a demigod, a human being or 
that of an animal, bird, etc., in the lower species, in order to undergo 
the various results of their individual karma. Although the soul lives in 
the midst of that which is perishable, he is not perishable. Individually, 
the various living entities are different ( vibhaktesu ), and at the same 
time they are all identical ( eka-rupam ) because they possess the same 
conscious nature. The understanding by which one sees everything in 
relation to individual karma is in the mode of goodness. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: This verse has a very deep 
meaning. The cause of all causes, the controller of all controllers, and 
the source of everyone is the primeval Tord, Svayam Bhagavan Sri 
Krsna. Although He is one, He manifests in this universe as various 
incarnations. They are all one in essence, both in terms of Their 
svarupa and tattva, but each has unique characteristics that gradate 
Them according to rasa (transcendental mellows) and vilasa (divine 
pastimes). And yet They are one. The jlvas manifest from Him as 
separated parts, or vibhinnamsa, and are very subtle entities. They are 
unlimited in number. Svetasvatara Upanisad (5.9) states: 

balagra-sata-bhagasya satadha kalpitasya ca 
bhagojlvah sa vijneyah sa canantyaya kalpate 

It is said that the living entity is the size of one-hundredth the tip 
of a hair that is again divided into a hundred parts. Such living 
entities are declared to be eternal. 

As explained earlier, jlvas are of two types: baddha (bound) and 
mukta (liberated). Although they are unlimited in number, they are all 
one in tattva in regard to their conscious nature. They are all servants of 
Krsna by their essential constitution, although they take birth in various 
species such as demigods, humans, animals and birds. To establish this 
siddhanta, Sri Krsna is explaining that through knowledge in the mode 
of goodness, one sees that unlimited living entities exist in various 
bodies, such as demigods, demons, humans, animals and birds, in order 
to experience the various fruits of their individual karma. From the 
perspective of cit-tattva, or conscious reality, the knowledge by which 
one perceives them as indivisible, immutable and one in nature is 
known as sattvika-jnana , knowledge in the mode of goodness. 

Verse 21 

TjsqcRrqvr '•T^TTH HTHTRFTFr ^Tc^THl 

cF^TFT fofe TFTTR im II 

prthaktvena tu yaj jnanarh ndnd-bhdvdn prthag-vidhan 
vetti sarvesu bhutesu taj jndnarh viddhi rajasam 
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prthaktvena - separately; tu - however; yat - by which; jnanam - know¬ 
ledge; nana-bhavan - many natures; prthag-vidhan - of different species; 
vetti - considers; sarvesu bhutesu - in all living entities; tat - that; 
jnanam - knowledge; viddhi - you should know; rajasam - governed by the 
quality of passion. 

However, that knowledge whereby a person sees different kinds of 
beings within the different species of life, such as demigods and 
humans, and thus sees all living entities as belonging to different 
classifications and existing for different purposes, is known as 
knowledge governed by the quality of passion. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Here Sri Bhagavan is explaining knowledge in 
the mode of passion. The demons say that there are characteristic 
differences between the souls in all beings and that the soul is 
destroyed when the body is destroyed. In other words, they see that 
there are separate types of souls in different bodies. By the influence 
of knowledge in the mode of passion, one may conclude that the soul 
is influenced by happiness and distress, or that happiness and distress 
are without any basis. In other words, one sees their occurrence as 
merely accidental. The knowledge by which one sees the inert, the 
conscious, the all-pervading, or the atomic particles, as somewhat 
similar, is known as knowledge governed by the quality of passion. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Knowledge in the mode of 
passion, or rdjasika-jndna, gives rise to dissimilar understandings. 
This means that those who do not believe in the existence of a 
transcendental world say that the body itself is the soul. The Jains say 
that although the soul is different from the body, it is limited by the 
body. In other words, they say the soul has no existence separate from 
the body. The Buddhists say that the soul is conscious for a limited 
period of time. The logicians say that the soul is the basis of nine 
types of special qualities, that is, it is different from the body and not 
inert. The knowledge by which these various understandings arise in 
relation to the soul is governed by the quality of ignorance. 

Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura says, “Those who have rdjasika-jndna 
say that the living entities that exist in different species such as 
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humans, animals and birds belong to different classes and that their 
constitutional natures are also different.” 

Verse 22 

^ItT Wf 'HTbHldcbHJ 

3Tdw45T^q xT drnqTTq^lfflV II ^ II 

yat tu krtsnct'vad ekasmin karye saktam ahaitukam 
atattvartha-vud alpam ca tat tamasam udahrtam 

yat - by which; tu - but; krtsna-vat - completely; ekasmin - to one; karye - 
activity (bodily maintenance such as bathing and eating, etc.); 
saktam - attached; ahaitukam - without any cause (naturally occurring); 
atattva-artha-vat - which is without a factual understanding of the 
goal of life; alpam - meagre (like that of an animal); ca - and; tat - that 
knowledge; tamasam - knowledge governed by the quality of darkness; 
udahrtam - is said to be. 

And knowledge in the mode of darkness is that knowledge by 
which one becomes absorbed in activities related exclusively 
to the temporary material body, such as bathing and eating, 
considering such activities to be the ultimate perfection. That 
knowledge is irrational, devoid of any understanding of spiritual 
reality, and meagre like that of the animals. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Now Sri Bhagavan is explaining knowledge 
governed by the mode of ignorance, tdmasika jhana. Such knowledge 
is devoid of any spiritual basis and it only fosters attachment to 
the natural acts of the body, such as bathing, eating, drinking and 
enjoying with women, as well as to the various ways of attaining 
such enjoyment, ft does not foster attachment to Vedic activities 
such as performance of sacrifice and giving in charity. Knowledge 
in the mode of ignorance also lacks any substantial philosophical 
understanding, that is, it lacks an understanding in relation to tattva, 
and it is insubstantial and unimportant, like the knowledge or instinct 
of animals. 
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In brief, knowledge of the Absolute Reality, which is beyond the 
body, is in the mode of goodness; knowledge of nyaya-sastras, for 
example, which are full of various arguments and counter-arguments, 
is in the mode of passion; and materialistic knowledge, which is 
simply related to the demands of the body such as bathing and eating 
is in the mode of ignorance. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sola Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
says, “The knowledge of those who consider bodily activities such 
as bathing and eating to be most important, and which encourages 
attachment to such activities, is meagre and is called knowledge in the 
mode of ignorance. Although this knowledge is improper, it appears 
to be natural, but in fact, it is meaningless. 

“In conclusion, knowledge of the Absolute Reality, which is separate 
from the body, is called knowledge in the mode of goodness. Knowledge 
of various scriptures such as nyaya, the science of logic, which establish 
different contentious philosophies, is called knowledge in the mode 
of passion. And knowledge that deals with bodily activities, such as 
bathing and eating, is called knowledge in the mode of ignorance.” 

Verse 23 

niyatam sanga-rahitum araga-dvesatah krtam 
aphala-prepsuna karma yat tat sattvikam ucyate 

niyatam - steadily; sanga-rahitam - with detachment; araga-dvesatah - free 
from attachment and aversion; krtam - performed; aphala-prepsuna - 
without desire for the result; karma - work; yat - which; tat - that; 
sattvikam - governed by the quality of goodness; ucyate - is said to be. 

That obligatory duty (nitya-karma) that a person performs without 
desiring the result and without attachment, and that is free from 
any personal attraction or aversion, is said to be governed by the 
quality of goodness. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: Having explained the three types of knowledge, 
Sri Bhagavan explains the three types of action, or karma. When 
one performs nitya-karma (regular duties as prescribed in scripture), 
without attachment to it or absorption in it - that is, without attraction 
or aversion or any desire for its fruits - it is called action in the mode 
of goodness. 


Verse 24 

^TrT cR ^T: I 

yat tu kamepsuna karma sahankarena va punah 
kriyate bahulayasam tad rajasam udahrtam 

yat - which; tu - but; kama-ipsuna - with desire for the result; karma - 
work; sa-ahankarena - wth the conception that he is the doer of his 
actions (false-ego); va punah - and also; kriyate - is performed; bahula- 
ayasam - with great trouble; tat - that; rajasam - governed by the quality 
of passion; udahrtam - is said (to be). 

However, that action which is performed with great trouble by a 
conceited person who seeks to fulfil his desires is known to be 
governed by the quality of passion. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Kamepsuna means possessing little false ego’, 
and sahankarena means ‘possessing an immense false ego’. 

Verse 25 

34 4 wti 

^4 d-d-dlHH^cl IIRMI 

anubandham ksayam himsam anapeksya ca paurusam 
mohad arabhyate karma yat tat tamasam ucyate 

anubandham - (miserable) consequences; ksayam - destruction (of virtue); 
himsam - self-destruction or violence to others; anapeksya - without 

901 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Srimad Bhagavad-gita 


Chapter 18 


considering; ca - and; paurusam - one’s own ability; mohat - out of delusion; 
arabhyate - is undertaken; karma - activity; yat - which; tat - that; tamasam - 
governed by the quality of darkness; ucyate - is said to be. 

Action performed in delusion is known to be governed by the 
quality of darkness. As a result, a person does not consider the 
miserable consequences of his action, such as the destruction of 
knowledge and religiosity and the suffering caused to both oneself 
and others. He cannot realistically estimate his own ability. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: The prefix anu in the word anubandham means 
‘that which takes place in the future, after the karma has been 
performed’. In other words, it means the consequential results of 
action. Bandha means ‘the bondage enforced by people such as state 
police or Yamadutas’. Any materialistic endeavour that commences in 
delusion, without properly considering resultant future miseries, loss 
of religiosity and knowledge, or self-destruction, is called action in the 
mode of ignorance. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the above three verses, 
Sri Bhagavan is explaining the three types of karma. In Snmad- 
Bhagavatam (11.25.23), it is also said: 

mad-arpanam nisphalam va sattvikam nija-karma tat 
rajasam phala-sankalpam himsa-prayadi tamasam 

Only that nitya-karma which is selflessly performed as an offering 
to Bhagavan is in the mode of goodness. Karma performed with 
the desire to enjoy its fruits is in the mode of passion, and karma 
performed with violence and out of envy is in the mode of ignorance. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura says, “Action in the mode of ignorance 
makes one inclined to cruelty. It is performed in a bewildered state of 
mind, without properly considering the future misery it may cause or 
the destruction of knowledge and religiosity that it may incur. Or else it 
is violent, bringing loss to others as well as to oneself.’’ 
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Verse 2 6 

^cTH^TIHRdd: I 
^rrf fllRd<b B^'ll^ll 

mukta-sango ’naharh-vadl dhrty-iitsaha-samanvitah 
siddhy-asiddhyor nirvikarah karta sdttvika ucyate 

mukta-sangah - who is free from attachment; anaham-vadi - free from 
false ego; dhrti - with patient determination; utsaha - and enthusiasm; 
samanvitah - endowed; siddhi-asiddhyoh - by success and failure; 
nirvikarah - who is unaffected; karta - the performer of action; sattvihah - 
governed by the quality of goodness; ucyate - is said to be. 

That performer of action who has no desire for the fruit of his 
actions, who is free from false ego, endowed with fortitude and 
enthusiasm, and who is unaffected by his actions’ success or failure 
is said to be influenced by the quality of goodness. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: First, Sri Bhagavan explained the three types of 
karma, or action. Now Fie is explaining the three types of karta, or 
performers of action. 


Verse 27 

TUTt R-HlcH=hl7VIW: I 

°Frif TFRT: L|R<blfdd: II II 

ragl karma-phala-prepsur lubdho himsatmako ’sucih 
harsa-sokanvitah karta rajasah pariklrtitah 

ragi - who is deeply attached; karma-phala - for the results of his work; 
prepsuh - who very much hankers; lubdhah - who is greedy; himsa- 
atmakah - violent; asucih - unclean; harsa - jubilation; soka - and 
tribulation; anvitah - absorbed in; karta - a performer of action; rajasah - 
governed by the quality of passion; pariklrtitah - is described. 
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That performer of action who is deeply attached to the fruits 
of his activities and hankers for them, who is attached to sense 
objects, fond of violence, unclean and overwhelmed by elation 
and sorrow, is said to be influenced by the quality of passion. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Ragi means ‘attached to action’. Lubdhah means 
‘absorbed in sense objects’. 


Verse 28 

3T5rb: WfwT: I 

f^rr^f dMjdl xr ^?rf ctfut 

ayuktah prakrtah stabdhah satho naiskrtiko ’lasah 
visadi dirghasutri ca karta tamasa ucyate 

ayuktah - fond of improper actions; prakrtah - whose endeavours are 
in accordance with his acquired nature; stabdhah - obstinate; sathah - 
deceitful; naiskrtikah - insulting to others; alasah - lazy; visadi - despon¬ 
dent; dirgha-sutri - procrastinating; ca - and; karta - the performer of 
action; tamasah - governed by the quality of darkness; ucyate - is said to be. 

That performer of action who is fond of improper action, who 
endeavours according to his own acquired nature, who is 
obstinate and deceitful, who insults others, and who is lazy, 
despondent and procrastinating, is said to be governed by the 
quality of darkness. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Ayuktah means ‘one who performs improper 
acts’. Prakrtah means ‘one who is situated in his own acquired nature’. 
Such persons act according to the dictates of their minds. They do 
not even follow the orders of their guru. Naiskrtikah means ‘one who 
insults others’. 

u Jnanis, therefore, should perform renunciation in the mode of 
goodness, which possesses the characteristics described earlier. One 
should only take shelter of knowledge that is fixed in action in the 
mode of goodness. Indeed, this is obligatory. One should be a karta, or 
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performer of action, in the mode of goodness. This is the sannyasa of 
the jhanls, and this is knowledge in relation to Me. It is also related to 
the self and is the essence of this subject matter. The knowledge of the 
devotees, however, is beyond the three binding modes of nature. The 
work performed for Me is beyond the influence of the three modes and is 
called bhakti. The performer of that action is also beyond those modes.” 
As Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.25.24) states, “ Kaivalya-jhana , knowledge of 
the self, is in the mode of goodness; jnana based on duality, or manifold 
variety, is in the mode of passion; material knowledge is in the mode 
of ignorance; and knowledge that is fixed in Me is nirguna, beyond the 
three modes of nature.” This is the characteristic of nirgund-bhakti-yoga 
as stated in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (3.29.11-12). 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.25.26) states, “That performer of action who 
is detached from the result of his activity is governed by the quality 
of goodness; he who is attached to the result is governed by the 
quality of passion; and he who has lost his sense of discrimination is 
governed by the quality of ignorance. But that performer of action who 
is surrendered to Me is transcendental to the three modes of nature.” 

Furthermore, it is not only the knowledge, the action and the 
performer of action that are related to bhakti and thus beyond the modes 
of nature, anything related to bhakti is like that. In Srlmad-Bhagavatam 
(11.25.27), there is also a statement concerning faith ( sraddha ): “Sraddha 
related to knowledge of the self is governed by the quality of goodness, 
sraddha based on action is in the mode of passion, and sraddha based 
on irreligion is in the mode of ignorance. But sraddha in service to Me is 
beyond all material modes.” 

In regard to residence, Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.25.25) states: “To live 
in the forest is in the mode of goodness, to live in the village is in the 
mode of passion, and to live in the gambling house (or the city, which is 
the centre of various wicked acts) is in the mode of ignorance. But the 
place where I or My devotees reside (or are worshipped) is beyond all 
material modes.” 

Concerning happiness, Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.25.29) states: “The 
happiness arising from the self is governed by the quality of goodness; 
happiness arising from sense objects is governed by passion; happiness 
arising from delusion and mean-spiritedness is governed by ignorance; 
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and happiness that results from surrendering unto Me is beyond these 
three modes.” 

“Therefore, the personal happiness that My transcendentally situated 
devotees derive from the knowledge, action and faith related to bhakti 
is beyond the modes of nature. Everything related to the knowledge 
of jnanls, who are in the mode of goodness, is sattvika (in goodness). 
Everything related to karmls , who are in the mode of passion, is rajasika 
(in passion) and everything related to unrestrained people, who are in 
the mode of ignorance, is tamasika (in ignorance).” This is discerned 
from the statements of Bhagavad-gita and Srlmad-Bhagavatam. The 
Fourteenth Chapter of the Gita also states that the jhanls ultimately 
attain freedom from the material modes of nature only by performing 
pure devotion, which manifests only after jnana has been relinquished. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.25.26) 
also describes that the performers of action ( karta ) are of three types: 

sattvihah karako ’sahgl ragandho rajasah smrtah 
tamasah smrti-vibhrasto nirguno mad-apasrayah 

That performer of action who is detached is in the mode of goodness, 
he who is excessively attached to action and its results is in the 
mode of passion, he who has no discrimination is in the mode of 
ignorance, and he who is surrendered unto Me is transcendental to 
the three binding modes of material nature. 

Verse 29 

tpHc” 7jtTTclfe#nT *J°II 

II ^ II 

huddher bhedam dhrtes caiva gunatas tri-vidham srnu 
procyamanam asesena prthalctvena dhananjaya 

buddheh - of intelligence; bhedam - division; dhrteh - of determination; 
ca - and; eva - indeed; gunatah - according to the qualities of material 
nature; tri-vidham - the three; srnu - now hear; procyamanam - described; 
asesena - and completely; prthaktvena - distinctly; dhananjaya - O winner 
of wealth. 
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O Dhananjaya, please listen as I describe in full the three divisions 
of intelligence and determination, in accordance with the binding 
qualities of material nature. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Everything related to the jnanis is governed by 
the quality of goodness and therefore, beneficial. Sri Bhagavan now 
describes the three divisions of intelligence and determination, in this 
verse beginning with buddheh. 

Verse 30 

ycffri xr xr 

TTfeT xT ^TT ^sf: TTT wf UlFrdcbl IIII 

pravrttim ca nivrttim ca karyakarye bhayabhaye 
bandham moksam ca yd vetti buddhih sa partha sattvikl 

pravrttim - when to engage; ca - and; nivrttim - when to disengage; ca - and; 
karya-akarye - what is proper and improper action; bhaya-abhaye - what 
is to be feared and what is not to be feared; bandham - what is bondage; 
moksam - what is liberation; ca - and; yd - which; vetti - understands; 
buddhih - intelligence; sa - that; partha - O son of Prtha; sattvikl - governed 
by the quality of goodness. 

O Partha, a person’s intelligence is considered to be in the mode 
of goodness when he is able to discriminate between proper and 
improper engagement, between what is to be feared and what is not 
to be feared, and between what is binding and what is liberating. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Bhayabhaye refers to the cause of both 
entanglement in the material world and liberation from it. 

Verse 31 

^rr tt 

U^Hlfri ^sf: TTT ^ TFnt||^|| 

yayd dharmam adharmam ca karyam cakaryam eva ca 
ayathavat prajanati buddhih sa partha rajasi 
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yaya - by which; dharmam - virtue; adharmam - vice; ca - and; karyam - 
that which is to be done, duty; ca - and; akaryam - that which is not to 
be done; eva - certainly; ca - and; ayathavat - incorrectly; prajanati - one 
discerns; buddhih - intelligence; sa - that; partha - O son of Prtha; rajasl - 
governed by the quality of passion. 

O Partha, a person’s intelligence is known to be covered by the 
quality of passion when he distinguishes incorrectly between 
religion and irreligion and between what is to be done and what is 
not to be done. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Ayathavat means ‘incorrectly’. 

Verse 32 

3T«r4 %WfHlrl qr dHkllcjdl I 

TRfak IdM-Tld^d tgfe: cTFRtll^ll 

adharmam dharmam iti yd manyate tamasavrta 
sarvarthan viparitams ca buddhih sa partha tamasi 

adharmam - irreligion; dharmam - religion; iti - thus; yd - which; 
manyate - considers; tamasa-avrta - covered by darkness; sarva- 
arthan - all things; viparitan - said to be opposite; ca - and; buddhih - 
intelligence; sa - that; partha - O son of Prtha; tamasi - governed by the 
quality of darkness. 

O Partha, a person whose intelligence is covered by the dark 
quality of ignorance considers irreligion to be the true religion 
and true religion to be irreligion, and his perception of everything 
is the opposite of reality. Being covered by the mode of ignorance, 
that intelligence is tamasika. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Yd manyate refers to an intelligence which sees 
that an axe cuts independently. [In other words, a person who only 
perceives the external function (e.g. the axe cutting) cannot enter the 
internal understanding that the soul, he who is wielding the axe, is 
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the actual performer of the act of cutting, not the axe, which is just 
the instrument.] 


Verse 33 

£fTWf ^:y I^KdlsMI: | 

qTh^rrsrf^rf^T w wf Tnfv=n^ii^n 

dhrtya yayd dharayate munah-prunendriya-kriyuh 
yogenavyabhicarinya dhrtih sa part ha sattvikl 

dhrtya - by determining; yayd - which; dharayate - sustains; manah - of 
the mind; prana - life energy; indriya - and senses; kriyah - the activities; 
yogena - through the practice of yoga; avyabhicarinya - through 
undeviating; dhrtih - determination; sa - that; partha - O son of Prtha; 
sattvikl - governed by the quality of goodness. 

O Partha, the unswerving determination that is attained by the 
practice of yoga, by which a person controls the functions of his 
mind, life energy and senses, is governed by the quality of goodness. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Now Sri Bhagavan is describing the three types 
of determination, or fortitude ( dhrti ). 

Verse 34 

•spqq g I 

yayd tu dharma-kamarthan dhrtya dharayate ’rjuna 
prasahgena phalakahksi dhrtih sa partha rajasi 

yayd - which; tu - but; dharma-kama-arthan - the activities of dharma, 
sense gratification and economic development; dhrtya - by determining; 
dharayate - one sustains; arjuna - O Arjuna; prasangena - through 
strong attachment; phala-akanksl - hankers for the results; dhrtih - 
determination; sa - that; partha - O son of Prtha; rajasi - governed by the 
quality of passion. 
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O Arjuna, son of Prtha, the determination whereby a person 
adheres to religious practices, activities of sense pleasure, and the 
endeavours to ameliorate his economic condition, being driven by 
an intense attachment to enjoy the results of his work, is governed 
by the quality of passion. 


Verse 35 

■zpqnr tm 

'T ^frT: W cTFTFft *T?TTII ^ II 

yayd svapnam bhayam sokam visadam madam eva ca 
na vimuncati durmedha dhrtih sa tamasl mata 

yayd - by which; svapnam - excessive sleep; bhayam - fear; sokam - 
lamentation; visadam - depression; madam - madness; eva ca - and 
certainly; na - never; vimuncati - can surpass; durmedha - unintelligent; 
dhrtih - determination; sa - that; tamasl - governed by the quality of 
darkness; mata - considered. 

But the determination of an unintelligent person which renders 
him incapable of rising above excessive sleep, fear, lamentation, 
depression and madness, is considered influenced by the quality 
of ignorance. 


Verse 36 


w krddiHi mcpsfari 

^ xf fdh^fd II ^ I 


sukham tv idanvm tri-vidham srnu me bharatarsabha 
abhyasad ramate yatra duhkhantam ca nigacchati 


sukham - of happiness; tu - but; idanim - now; tri-vidham - the three 
kinds; srnu - hear; me - from Me; bharata-rsabha - O best of Bharata’s line; 
abhyasat - through (constant) cultivation; ramate - relishes; yatra - that 
happiness which; duhkha-antam - to the end of suffering (is happiness in 
the quality of goodness); ca - and; nigacchati - brings one. 
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O best of the Bharata dynasty, now hear from Me of the three kinds 
of happiness. Through regular cultivation of happiness governed 
by the quality of goodness and attachment to it, a person brings the 
misery of the cycle of repeated birth and death to an end. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In the next one-and-a-half verses, Sri Bhagavan is 
describing happiness in the mode of goodness, its nature and how, by 
constant cultivation, one becomes attached to it. This differs from the 
happiness derived from sense objects that appears due to the excitement 
of sensual stimulation. Duhkhantam ca nigacchati means ‘that attach¬ 
ment by which one can cross over the misery of material existence’. 

Verse 37 

yat tad agre visam iva pariname ’mrtopamam 

tat sukham sattvikam proktam atma-buddhi-prasada-jam 

yat - which; tat - that; agre - in the beginning; visam - poison; iva - 
like; pariname - in the end; amrta-upamam - like nectar; tat - that; 
sukham - happiness; sattvikam - governed by the quality of goodness; 
proktam - declared; atma - directed to the self; buddhi - intelligence; 
prasada - from pure; jam - which is generated. 

That happiness which in the beginning is like poison but in the end 
is like nectar, and which is generated from pure intelligence related 
to the transcendental self, is declared to be governed by the quality 
of goodness. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: Visam iva (like poison) indicates that in the 
beginning, it is quite troublesome to control the senses and the mind. 

Verse 38 

WNdKd -Tl'^fTTrarT^l S*JcT>TJTR I 

TR'°TR RRFR drRtd TFRT II » 
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visayendriya-sarhyogad yat tad agre ’mrtopamam 
pariname visam iva tat sukham rajasam smrtam 

visaya - with the sense objects; indriya - of the senses; samyogat - from the 
contact; yat - which; tat - that; agre - in the beginning; amrta-upamam - 
like nectar; pariname - in the end; visam - poison; iva - like; tat - that; 
sukham - happiness; rajasam - governed by the quality of passion; 
smrtam - considered. 

Happiness in the mode of passion is known to be produced by 
the senses’ contact with their sense objects. It is like nectar in the 
beginning but like poison in the end. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Yad amrta-upamam refers to the happiness expe¬ 
rienced while enjoying with women other than one’s wife and so forth. 

Verse 39 

^ Wsi : I 

yad agre canubandhe ca sukham mohanam atmanah 
nidralasya-pramadottham tat tamasam udahrtam 

yat - which; agre - in the beginning; ca - and; anubandhe - in the end; 
ca - and; sukham - happiness; mohanam - delusion; atmanah - of the atma; 
nidra - sleep; alasya - laziness; pramada - intoxication; uttham - born out of; 
tat - that; tamasam - governed by the quality of darkness; udahrtam - is said. 

That happiness which from beginning to end covers the nature of 
the spirit soul and which arises from sleep, laziness, useless activity 
and so forth is said to be governed by the quality of darkness. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Happiness is also of three 
types. Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.25.29) states: 

sattvikam sukham atmottham visayottham tu rajasam 
tamasam moha-dainyottham nirgunam mad-apasrayam 
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Happiness derived from realization of the self is in goodness, 
happiness derived from sense pleasure is in passion, happiness 
that arises from a deluded, wretched condition is in ignorance, 
and the happiness that comes from the performance of glorifying 
Sri Bhagavan and remembering Him is beyond all material modes. 

Verse 40 

H ddl-kl TjfsjoqT cff off FyT: I 

TPv=T y^ldHHxh' T^Tlf^pM: ll^o || 

na tad asti prthivyam vd divi devesu vd punah 
sattvam prakrti-jair muktam yad ebhih syat tribhir gunaih 

na - never; tat - there; asti - exists; prthivyam - on the Earth; vd - or; 
divi - in the heavenly planets; devesu - amongst the gods; vd - or; punah - 
even; sattvam - a being or object; prakrti-jaih - born of material nature; 
muktam - free; yat - who; ebhih - from these; syat - can be; tribhih - three; 
gunaih - binding qualities. 

Throughout this entire material creation, there is no one among 
mankind and the other species on Earth, or even among the demi¬ 
gods in the heavenly planets, who is free from the influence of the 
three qualities of nature. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan is concluding this subject by 
explaining something He has not yet described. Tat sattvam means 
that no living being or object in the creation is devoid of the three 
modes, which are born of material nature. Therefore, everything is 
composed of the three modes of material nature. Only that which is 
sdttvika is useful; that which is rajasika or tdmasika is not. This is the 
purport of this topic. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sri Bhagavan is concluding 
this subject by stating that everything that is related to this material 
world is composed of the three modes of material nature. The 
superiority of something that is sdttvika, or in the mode of goodness, 
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has been established. One is instructed to ardently take shelter of and 
accept only that which is sattvika. However, in order to become free 
from the bondage of this material world, it is necessary to take shelter 
of that which is nirguna, transcendental to the modes. Bhagavan, the 
devotee ( bhakta ) and devotion ( bhakti ), as well as all the emotions and 
paraphernalia used in service to Sri Bhagavan, are nirguna. Without 
adopting them, it is impossible for a living entity to achieve his ultimate 
benefit. Therefore, it is the supreme duty of all intelligent individuals 
to endeavour to rise above the three modes of material nature by the 
influence of sadhu-sanga. Being thus situated in their transcendental 
nature, they enter into the transcendental loving service of Bhagavan. 

An overview of this subject is now presented so that practitioners 
of bhakti may easily understand it and enter the realm that lies beyond 
the three binding modes of material nature. 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.25.30-31) describes the above-mentioned 
subjects that are within the three gunas and beyond them. Therein, 
Sri Bhagavan says to Uddhava: 

dravyam desah phalam kalojnanam karma ca karakah 
sraddhavasthakrtir nistha trai-gunyah sarva eva hi 

sarve guna-maya bhavah purusavyakta-dhisthitah 
drstam srutam anudhyatam buddhya va purusarsabha 

Various objects, places, results of activities, time, knowledge, action, 
the performers of action, faith, consciousness, and firm resolve, all 
consist of the three modes of material nature. O best among men, all 
that is seen, heard or conceived of within the mind is situated within 
prakrti and purusa, and is therefore composed of the three modes. 

How can one conquer the three modes? In this regard, Sri Bhagavan 
says in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.25.32): 

etah samsrtayah pumso guna-karma-nibandhanah 
yeneme nirjitah saumya gunajivena citta-jah 
bhakti-yogena man-nistho mad bhavaya prapadyate 

O gentle one, because the living entity mistakes the body for the self, 
he is bound by the modes and by action. Thus he wanders through¬ 
out the various species of life. Those influenced by the association 
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A Table Of Subjects And Their Gunas 


Subject 

Mode of 
Goodness 

Mode of 
Passion 

Mode of 
Ignorance 

Beyond the 
Modes 

Foodstuff 

Beneficial, 
pure, easily 
obtained 

Pleasing to 
the senses 

Gives rise 
to affliction, 
impure 

Offered to 
the Lord 

Place 

Forest 

Village 

Gambling 

house 

The Lord's 
temple 

Result 

Knowledge 
of the self 

Sense 

gratification 

Bewilderment 

Hearing and 
chanting 

Time 

Flappiness, 

religion, 

knowledge 

Misery and 
wealth 

Grief and 
delusion 

Pure loving 
service to 

the Lord 

Knowledge 

Related to 
the self 

Full of 
doubt 

Material 

enjoyment 

Related to 
the Lord 

Action 

Niskama- 

karma-yoga 

Sakama- 

karma-yoga 

Opposed 
to Vedic 
injunctions 

Hearing and 
chanting 

Performer 

Detached 

Absorbed 

in sense 
objects 

Devoid of 
discrimination 

Devotee 

Faith 

Related to 
the self 

Related 
to fruitive 
action 

Related to 
irreligion 

Related to 
devotional 

service 

State of 
being 

Wakefulness 

Dreaming 

Deep sleep 

Divine 

Form 

attained 

Demigod 

Human 

Trees and 

stones 

Servant of 
the Lord 

Destination 

Heavenly 

planets 

Earth 

Hell 

Loving 
service to 

the Lord 
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of devotees practise bhakti-yoga. Consequently, they conquer the 
material modes, which manifest within the mind as the ego of 
considering the body to be the self, and they become firmly devoted 
to Me. Thus they attain service to Me in My supreme abode. 

Sri Bhagavan is that truth which is beyond the modes of material 
nature. The devotees who take shelter of Him are also beyond the 
modes. Exclusive bhakti and its limbs are also beyond the modes. 
The various objects and moods that the devotees accept as useful 
instruments in bhakti and that they engage in service to Bhagavan 
become transcendental to the modes by His inconceivable power. This 
principle has been established in various places throughout scriptures 
such as Srimad-Bhagavatam. 


Verse 41 


?Jsrr°TI xf TFHTI 

11 ^ I 


brahmana-ksatriya-visam sudranam ca parantapa 
karmani pravibhaktani svabhdva-prubhavair gunaih 


brahmana - of the priests or intellectuals; ksatriya - of the warriors or 
administrators; visam - of the merchants or cow protectors; sudranam - of 
the manual labourers; ca - and; parantapa - O chastiser of the foe; karmani - 
the activities; pravibhaktani - divided; svabhava-prabhavaih - which are 
born of their respective natures (which are created by impressions made 
by deeds in past lives); gunaih - according to their qualities. 

O conqueror of the foe, the prescribed duties of the brdhmanas, 
ksatriyas, vaisyas and sudras are divided in accordance with the 
disposition born of their respective natures. 

SArARTHA-VARSINL Furthermore, the living entities who are subject 
to the influence of the three modes of material nature become success¬ 
ful and perfect by worshipping the Supreme Lord, Paramesvara, 
performing the acts prescribed in scripture according to their respective 
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qualification. Sri Bhagavan now speaks the next six verses beginning 
with brahmana-ksatriya-visam in order to explain this principle. 

Svabhava-prabhavair-gunaih means ‘work born of one’s own nature 
in accordance with the predominating modes’. The various types 
of action are appropriately divided according to these modes and 
prescribed for the brahmanas, ksatriyas and so forth. This determines 
the individual obligatory duties of those persons. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In order to elevate human 
beings beyond the three modes of material nature and gradually raise 
them to a higher qualification, Bhagavan Sri Krsna has established 
varna-dharma, dividing prescribed duties according to man’s 
respective qualities ( gunas ) and actions (karma). The arrangement 
of the pure caste system is very scientific, as well as beneficial and 
auspicious for human beings. With the passing of time, however, the 
common man has lost faith in this system, having witnessed various 
defects in its so-called followers. This faith has been lost to such an 
extent that now even the common people of Indian society blame 
the varnasrama system for the divisions and hostility created by its 
castes. They also assert that varna-dharma is the main cause of India’s 
social, political and economic collapse and that Indian people are 
less advanced than those of other countries because of varnasrama- 
dharma. The majority of India’s population is becoming determined 
to completely destroy varna-dharma and establish an atheistic society 
without any class, or varna. As easy as it is to destroy a useful thing, 
it is that difficult to initiate and propagate an ideal thing. May Sri 
Bhagavan bestow good intelligence upon them. Are they taking this 
stance after careful deliberation? Or are they simply being carried 
away by their sentiment, thus developing a firm resolve to completely 
destroy the individual, as well as society as a whole, at the root? In 
this regard, we will quote some meaningful portions of Sri Caitanya- 
siksamrta by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura. We humbly request the 
faithful reader to carefully examine and understand them. 

“One’s inclinations, or qualities, depend solely upon one’s nature. 
A person should work in accordance with that individual nature, 
otherwise his work will not be fruitful. In the English language, the 
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word ‘genius’ is used to refer to a particular part of one’s nature. It is not 
easy for a person to change his matured nature; therefore, by working in 
accordance with it, he should endeavour for his livelihood and spiritual 
perfection. In India, people are divided into four castes in accordance 
with four types of nature and thus become properly situated in society, 
having followed the injunctions of the caste system. Their social 
activities naturally become fruitful and humanity attains complete 
auspiciousness. The basis of the caste system is solid and scientific. A 
society with such a foundation is worthy of respect by all of humanity. 

“Some people may doubt the varnasrama system, saying, ‘No one in 
Europe and America follows the injunctions based on caste divisions, 
yet they are more advanced and respected than the Indian people 
economically, scientifically and so forth,’ and they conclude that it is 
useless to accept a system like varnasrama. Such doubts, however, are 
baseless, because the European societies are quite new. People of such 
modern societies are generally stronger and more courageous and so 
they perform various activities in the world, accepting portions of the 
knowledge, science and arts that have been preserved by the older 
societies. But these new societies will gradually become extinct because 
their social arrangement has no scientific basis. Symptoms of the 
original caste system, however, which existed in ancient India’s Aryan 
society, can still be observed in current Indian society, even though it is 
now so old and weak. 

“Previously, the Roman and Greek cultures were more powerful 
and advanced than modern European culture, but what is their 
present plight? They have lost their own ancient caste system. They 
have embraced the religions and systems of modern societies to such 
an extent that the people of those castes do not even boast the glories 
of their noble ancestors. Although the Aryan society of India is much 
older than the Roman and Greek societies, the present Aryans feel 
proud of their great heroic forefathers. Why? Because the foundation 
of Aryan society was firmly rooted in the varnasrama system, and so 
their societal or caste traits still remain. The descendants of Rama, 
who were defeated by the mlecchas (outcastes, or meat-eaters), still 
consider themselves to be the heroic descendants of Sri Ramacandra. 
As long as the caste arrangement exists in India, the people there will 
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certainly remain Aryan. They can never become non-Aryan, no matter 
how fallen they become, due to the time-worn and antiquated nature 
of Indian society. 

“The European Aryan descendants, such as the Romans, have mingled 
with the lowest castes such as Hana and Bhandala and have thus become 
integrated with them. By studying the structure of the present European 
societies, we find that whatever charm exists in them is due to the fact 
that they have in some way embraced the principles of the varna system, 
which has manifested in accordance with people’s natural propensities. 
In Europe, those with a vaisya nature consider it beneficial to engage in 
business, and because of that alone, they are making economic progress. 
Those with the nature of a ksatriya will voluntarily become soldiers, 
and those with the nature of a siidra generally prefer to perform menial 
services. In fact, no society can exist without accepting varna-dharma in 
some form or other. Even when a marriage is arranged, the bride’s and the 
groom’s caste and nature are examined and their higher or lower status in 
relation with each other is considered. 

“Although varna-dharma is partially accepted in Europe, it has 
not been established in its full, scientifically-based form. Wherever 
knowledge and civilization make real progress, varna-dharma 
manifests proportionately. Two methods are employed in any activity: 
the unscientific and the scientific. An activity is performed unscientifically 
until a scientific process is accepted. For example, before the invention of 
power driven ships, people used to travel in sailboats, designed to 
depend on the winds. But when scientifically manufactured steam¬ 
ships were introduced, they replaced sailing vessels as the primary 
means of water transport. The same principle can also be applied 
to society. Until the caste system becomes properly established in 
a country, that country’s society will be run by some unscientific, 
rudimentary system. A rudimentary and primitive caste system is 
currently operating in and controlling societies in all countries of the 
world, save and except for India [where it is more developed], India 
has therefore been called karma-ksetra, the land where prescribed 
duty is properly executed. 

“At this point in our discussion, one may ask whether or not the varna, 
or caste, system is actually functioning properly in India today. The 
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answer is that it most definitely is not. Although previously this caste 
system had been fully implemented, in course of time it became diseased 
and its degraded condition is now visible in India. We may well ask, 
‘What is that disease?’ The following explanation provides the answer. 

“At the beginning of Treta-yuga, the Aryan society had reached the 
pinnacle of its development, and at that time, the varnasrama system 
was established. An arrangement was made to determine the caste of 
every person according to his nature. Upon ascertaining the requisite 
qualifications ( adhikara ), he would perform his duties prescribed 
for that caste only. In this way, the activities of the world were very 
comfortably managed through the scientific process of division of 
labour and ascertainment of nature. A person whose father had no 
caste was accommodated in the appropriate caste, after examining his 
nature. Vedic histories of Jabali, Gautama, Janasruti and Citraratha, 
etc., are examples of this. For a person whose father’s caste was known, 
his caste was ascertained on the basis of his disposition as well as his 
family lineage. In the dynasty of Narisyanta, Agnivesa himself became 
the great sage known as Jatukarna. It is from him that the famous 
brahmana dynasty known as Agnivesyayana originated. In the Aila 
dynasty, Jahnu, the son of Flotra, attained the status of a brahmana. 
In the dynasty of Bharadvaja, who was born in the dynasty of Bharata 
and who was known as King Vitatha, two dynasties came. The progeny 
coming from Nara became ksatriyas, and the progeny of Garga became 
brdhmanas. In the dynasty of King Bharyasva, maudgalya gotra 
brdhmanas, such as Satananda and Krpacarya were born. Scripture 
contains many examples like this; only a few have been cited here. 

“When the caste system was functioning in a proper manner, India’s 
fame spread all over the world like the powerful glow of the midday 
sun. People from all countries of the world paid homage to India and 
accepted its rulers, controllers and spiritual masters as their own. 
Countries such as Egypt and China would hear and receive instructions 
from Indian people, with great faith and reverence. 

“The above-mentioned varnasrama-dharma continued in its pure 
form in India for a long time. Later, through the influence of time, 
the ksatriyas Jamadagni and his son Parasurama were unlawfully 
accepted as brdhmanas, although they eventually gave up that caste, as 
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it was opposed to their nature. A dispute then broke out between the 
brahmanas and ksatriyas, which caused a disturbance to world peace. 
This quarrel bore an unfavourable result: within the caste system, 
more emphasis was placed on birth. This perverted caste system was 
introduced covertly; it even infiltrated scriptures such as the Manu- 
smrti. The ksatriyas lost all hope of attaining a higher caste and they 
revolted, supporting the Buddhist religion and focusing all their energy 
on destroying the brahmanas. A new activity or opinion is opposed 
to the degree that it is propagated. When the Buddhist faith, which 
is opposed to the Vedas, arose to confront the brahmanas, the caste 
system based upon birth became even more deeply rooted. Dissension 
ensued between the supporters of this ill-conceived system and those 
supporting a spirit of nationalism. This gradually led to a virtual 
disintegration of the Aryan civilization in India. 

“Driven by selfish motives, the so-called brahmanas, bereft of any 
real brahminical qualities, composed their own religious scriptures 
and began to cheat the other castes. The so-called ksatriyas, who had 
lost their true ksatriya spirit and qualities, became averse to engaging 
in battle and thus began to lose their kingdoms. Finally, they started 
to preach the comparatively insignificant and inferior Buddhist 
doctrine. The vaisyas, who possessed no real business qualities and 
acumen, began propagating religions such as Jainism. Under these 
circumstances, the world-wide business ventures of India gradually 
declined, and the sudras who had no real sudra qualities, became almost 
like dacoits, being unable to find work befitting their nature. As a result, 
the discussion of bona fide scriptures such as the Vedas gradually came 
to a halt. Then, at an opportune time, rulers of the mleccha countries 
attacked India and took control. Due to improper management, India’s 
shipping industry suffered and finally ceased. In this way, the influence 
of Kali intensified. Alas! The Aryan race of India, which once was the 
ruler and guru of all other societies on Earth, deteriorated to the pitiable 
condition we see today. The reason for this unfortunate development is 
not the ageing of Indian civilization but the numerous defects that have 
permeated the caste system. 

“Paramesvara is the original controller of all systems and living enti¬ 
ties. He has the ability to remove all inauspicious elements and bestow 
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all auspiciousness. If He so desires, He may send His empowered 
representative to re-establish varnasrama-dharma. The writers of the 
Puranas assert that Sri Kalkideva will make His advent and reinstate 
the pristine glory of varnasrama-dharma. The story of King Maru and 
Devapi describes a similar expectancy. We will now discuss the rules 
within varnasrama-dharma. 

“The scriptures delineating moral principles ( dharma-sastra ) give a 
detailed explanation about the karma (prescribed duties) that a person 
in each caste has the right to perform. The full details of that subject 
cannot possibly be presented in the context of this book. 

“The prescribed activities for brahmanas include serving food to 
guests, bathing thrice a day for purity, worshipping the demigods and 
goddesses, studying the Vedas, giving spiritual instruction, performing 
puja, and observing vows such as accepting the sacred thread and 
celibacy ( brahmacarya and sannyasa). Ksatriyas have the qualification 
to perform activities like fighting for religious purposes, ruling a 
kingdom, protecting the subjects and generously distributing charity. 
Vaisyas are eligible for duties such as protecting animals and executing 
business endeavours. The right of the sudras is to perform service to the 
demigods without uttering mantras and to render various services to 
the other three castes. 

“Apart from the activities that are exclusive to their respective caste, 
all men and women have the common right to perform activities such 
as marriage, bhakti to the Supreme Tord, welfare activities, general acts 
of charity, service to the guru, honouring guests, purificatory rites, 
celebrating festivals, serving the cows, producing progeny and following 
prescribed codes of conduct. The specific right of a woman is to engage 
in the service of her husband. The basic principle is that a person has 
the eligibility to perform duties that are conducive to his own nature. 
With simple intelligence, everyone can ascertain their particular 
qualification to perform work. If someone cannot do that, he should 
approach a bona fide guru to ascertain his nature and qualification. 
Vaisnavas who are situated beyond the modes of nature and who are 
interested to know more about this subject, should study Sat-kriya-sara- 
dlpika, by Srila Gopala Bhatta Gosvami.” 
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Verse 42 

YFTt ?lH STrfwTO#^! xfl 

-W^ ^q-SFrq ^^^11^11 

samo damas tapah saucam ksantir drjavam eva ca 
jhanam vijnanam astikyam brahma-karma svabhava-jam 

samah - control of the mind; damah - control over the senses; tapah - bodily 
austerity mentioned in the scriptures; saucam - internal and external 
cleanliness; ksantih - tolerance; drjavam - simplicity; eva - certainly; ca - 
and; jnanam - transcendental knowledge; vijnanam - realized knowledge; 
astikyam - firm faith in the philosophical conclusions of scriptures 
concerning the existence of God; brahma - of the brdhmanas; karma - the 
proper duties; svabhava-jam - born out of their own nature. 

Control of the mind and senses, austerity, cleanliness, tolerance, 
simplicity, transcendental knowledge, realization of that knowledge 
and firm faith in the existence of God are the characteristic duties 
of the brdhmanas and born of their nature. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Now the karma (duty) of brdhmanas, who 
are influenced predominantly by the mode of goodness, is being 
described. Samah refers to control of the internal sense, the mind. 
Damah means ‘control of the external physical senses’. Tapah refers 
to the prescribed work performed by the body. Jhana-vijhane means 
‘knowledge and realization of the scripture’. Astikata means ‘firm faith 
in the meaning and purport of scripture’. All these are the natural 
activities of the brdhmanas. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In Srimad-Bhagavatam (7.11.21), 
the qualities of the brdhmanas are described: control of the mind 
and senses, penance, cleanliness, satisfaction, tolerance, simplicity, 
knowledge, mercy, truthfulness and devotion to the Supreme Lord. 

samo damas tapah saucam santosah ksantir drjavam 
jnanam dayacyutatmatvam satyam ca brahma-laksanam 
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Also in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (n.17.16), Sri Krsna tells Uddhava that 
control of the mind and senses, performance of penance, cleanliness, 
satisfaction, tolerance, simplicity, devotion to Bhagavan, mercy and 
truthfulness are the qualities of the brahmanas. 

In Srlmad-Bhagavatam (5.5.24), Rsabhadeva says: 

dhrta tanur usatl me puranl 

yeneha sattvam paramam pavitram 
samo damah satyam anugrahas ca 
tapas titiksanubhavas ca yatra 

Who can be superior to the brahmanas ? By their study they are 
sustaining the Vedas, which are My very beautiful and primeval 
form incarnated as transcendental sound. They are endowed with 
the eight supremely pure qualities of the mode goodness: control 
of the mind, control of the senses, truthfulness, mercy, penance, 
tolerance, knowledge and realization ( bhahti ). 

Here, it should be understood that a real brahmana, who is endowed 
with such qualities, cannot harm or be violent to any person, society, 
community or nation. Undoubtedly, such individuals are the well- 
wishing friends of every living being. This statement is most definitely 
true. But those who parade as brahmanas while being bereft of 
brahminical qualities will only cause great harm to society. Of this 
there is no doubt. 

Still, it is not correct to despise the whole caste system because of 
this defect and consequently strive to completely destroy it. The proper 
course of action is to correct the visible defects that have crept into this 
system in due course of time and to honour those who truly possess 
good qualities. 

According to the Gita, a person should be appropriately honoured 
upon ascertaining his caste, which is determined by his qualities, 
actions, nature and his impressions from previous lives. This will 
make it possible for brahmanas like Vasistha, Narada and Vyasa to 
make their appearance in our society. Peace and happiness will be 
established throughout the world if such elevated brahmanas and 
heroic ksatriyas like Sri Rama, Arjuna, Bhima and Maharaja Bharata 
take birth here. 
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Today, the atheistic society that is taking shape has no concern 
for caste or family divisions. Murder, theft, armed-robbery, cheating 
and other sinful activities are prominent. Agitation and fear are all- 
pervading. The world has never before seen such a miserable condition. 
It is said in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (7.11.35): 

yasya yal-laksanam proktam purhso varnabhivyanjakam 
yad anyatrapi drsyeta tat tenaiva vinirdiset 

A person’s caste can be ascertained by noting particular symptoms 
in him, and accordingly, his proper social position should be 
assigned. Caste cannot be decided merely by birth. 

In the present age, nitya-lila-pravista om visnupada astottara-sata Sri 
Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada, the founder 
of the worldwide Gaudiya Mission, re-established daiva-varnasrama- 
dharma in this modern age, based on various evidences from Sruti and 
Smrti as well as on time-honoured customs. 


Verse 43 


3TTT W4 TcTHI<=MJ-| ||^| 


sauryam tejo dhrtir daksyam yuddhe capy upalayanam 
danam Isvara-bhavas ca ksatram karma svabhava-jam 


sauryam - heroism; tejah - splendour; dhrtih - resolve; daksyah - dexterity; 
yuddhe - in battle; ca - and; api - also; apalayanam - not fleeing; danam - 
generosity; Isvara-bhavah - leadership; ca - and; ksatram - of the 
administrative, or warrior class; karma - the prescribed work; svabhava - 
of their own nature; jam - born. 

Heroism, splendour, resolve, dexterity, being steadfast in battle, 
generosity and leadership are the prescribed works of the ksatriyas 
that are born of their own nature. 


SARARTHA-VARSINI: This verse describes the activities of ksatriyas, 
in whom the quality of passion dominates the quality of goodness. 
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Saurya means ‘valour’, or ‘heroism’, tejah means ‘courage’, dhrtih means 
‘determination’, and t svara-bhavah means ‘the ability and tendency to 
control people’. These are the innate duties of a ksatriya. 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: It is also stated in Srlmad- 
Bhagavatam (7.11.22): 

sauryam vlryam dhrtis tejas tyagas catma-jayah ksama 
brahmanyata prasadas ca raksa ca ksatra-laksanam 

Enthusiasm in battle, heroism, firmness, boldness, sacrifice, control 
of the mind, forgiveness, devotion to the brahmanas, mercy and 
protecting subjects are the characteristics of the ksatriyas. 

Verse 44 

^f 4 RRTFnfq ^rrir^tr ii ii 

krsi-go-ruksyu-vdnijyam vaisya-karma svabhava-jam 
paricaryatmakam karma sudrasyapi svabhava-jam 

krsi - cultivating the produce of the land; go-raksya - cow protection; 
vanijyam - trade; vaisya - of the vaisyas\ karma - work; sva-bhava-jam - 
which is born of their own nature; paricarya - of rendering service; 
atmakam - of the nature; karma - the work; sudrasya - of the sudras ; api - 
and; svabhava-jam - born of their own nature. 

The prescribed duty of the vaisyas, which is born of their nature, 
consists of agriculture, protecting cows, commerce and trade. 
The prescribed duty of the sudras, also born of their very nature, 
consists of rendering service to the other classes. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: The mode of passion is predominant in vaisyas ; the 
mode of ignorance is less prominent. By nature, it is the tendency of the 
vaisya to perform agriculture, cow protection, trade, etc. In fact, because 
they rear and protect the cows, they are called go-raksaka. The mode of 
ignorance is prominent in sudras, not the mode of passion. Their natural 
karma is to render service to brahmanas, ksatriyas and vaisyas. 
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Verse 45 

^ vT^Tf HT: I 

-WdWPKd: ^TT ld-<ld cfE^TIlX^ || 

sve sve karmany abhiratah samsiddhim labhate narah 
sva-karma niratah siddhim yatha vindati tac chrnu 

sve sve - to the respective; karmani - work; abhiratah - being attached; 
samsiddhim - complete perfection (eligibility to acquire transcendental 
knowledge); labhate - attains; narah - a man; sva-karma - to his own 
prescribed work; niratah - a man attached; siddhim - perfection; yatha - 
how; vindati - he attains; tat - from that; srnu - now hear. 

When men remain attached to their respective work, they can attain 
complete perfection in the form of qualification for transcendental 
knowledge. Now hear how a person who is engaged in his prescribed 
duty attains perfection. 


Verse 46 

^ffrrjfcTHT %T bMIHd rTcRI 
rTrrrzTotf fd-dfd TTFl^: ll^ll 

yatah pravrttir bhutanam yena sarvam idam tatam 
sva-karmand tam abhyarcya siddhim vindati manavah 

yatah - from which; pravrttih - have arisen; bhutanam - of all beings; 
yena - by whom; sarvam - entire (world); idam - this; tatam - pervaded; 
sva-karmana - through performance of his prescribed work; tam - Him, 
the Supreme Lord; abhyarcya - by worshipping; siddhim - perfection; 
vindati - attains; manavah - a human being. 

All living entities have arisen from the Supreme Lord, who pervades 
the entire universe, and a human being attains perfection by wor¬ 
shipping Him through the performance of his prescribed work. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: One should attain Paramesvara, from whom all 
living entities are born, by performing puja and arcana to Him with 
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the prayerful entreaty, “May Paramesvara be pleased by my rendering 
this work (karma).” To worship the Supreme Lord (Paramesvara) with 
such feeling is actual worship. 

Verse 47 

Sfcrpr T5R*Tf tcTTjDT: qwifcT 

ToFrrcrf^Tci chcfdinlfd fe#wriixv311 

sreyan sva-dharmo vigunah para-dharmat svanusthitat 
svabhava-niyatam karma kurvan napnoti kilbisam 

sreyan - better; svadharmah - one’s own occupational duty; vigunah - 
imperfectly performed; para-dharmat - than another’s duty; su- 
anusthitat - very nicely performed; svabhava-niyatam - regulated by one’s 
own nature; karma - work; kurvan - by performing; na apnoti - does 
not incur; kilbisam - sin. 

It is more beneficial to perform one’s own occupational duty ( sva- 
dharma), even though imperfectly, than to perfectly execute the 
duty of another (para-dharma). By performing work according to 
his nature, a man incurs no sin. 

SArARTHA-VARSINL “It is not proper to engage in acts in the mode 
of goodness just because one has lost interest in one’s own duty (sva- 
dharma), considering that duty to be merely in the mode of passion.” 
For this reason, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with sreyan. 
One may be unable to perform one’s inferior sva-dharma properly, but 
it is better than properly performing para-dharma, the prescribed duty 
of another, which may appear to be superior. “Therefore, O Arjuna, it is 
improper to renounce your sva-dharma of fighting, just because you see 
the killing of relatives as faulty, and instead adopt the occupation of a 
wandering mendicant.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Here, in the context of the 
present verse, it should be understood that when the word sva-dharma 
implies varnasrama-dharma, then one should perform one’s own 
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prescribed duty, not the duty of another. But when sva-dharma is used 
to imply atma-dharma, the soul’s nature to be devoted to Sri Hari, 
then one must perform that duty and no other, in accordance with 
the conclusion of verses such as sarva-dharman parityajya. Where 
sva-dharma (one’s duty) means atma-dharma (the inherent duty of the 
soul), the word para-dharma (another’s duty) means ‘activities related 
to the body and mind’. Until a person develops faith in the duty of 
the soul, it is beneficial to perform prescribed duties according to his 
innate material nature. As it is said in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.20.9): 

tavat karmani hurvlta na nirvidyeta yavata 
mat-katha-sravanadau va sraddhayavan najayate 

As long as one is not satiated by fruitive activity and has not 
awakened his taste for bhajana by hearing, chanting, etc., one has 
to follow the principles of scripture. 

Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura says, “It is better to improperly perform 
duties in accordance with one’s own nature than to expertly engage 
in the duties of another. Sva-dharma means the duties prescribed 
according to one’s natural aptitude and innate qualities. Therefore, 
engaging in sva-dharma, duty according to one’s nature, is always 
beneficial, even if not executed expertly. In fact, there is no possibility 
of incurring sin by performing sva-dharma.” 

Verse 48 

^4 ^444l H rd^dj 

Trafacqnr % ^HlPnRdl^dl: ll'tf*' II 

saha-jam karma kaunteya sa-dosam api na tyajet 
sarvarambha hi dosena dhumenagnir ivavrtah 

saha-jam - born of one’s nature; karma - the prescribed work; kaunteya - 
O son of Kunti; sa-dosam - covered by fault; api - even though; na 
tyajet - one should not give up; sarva-arambhah - all endeavours; hi - 
because; dosena - by fault; dhumena - by smoke; agnih - fire; iva - like; 
avrtah - covered. 


929 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Srimad Bhagavad-gita 


Chapter 18 


O son of Kunti, one should not abandon the work that scripture 
prescribes according to one’s nature, even if that work has some 
defect. All undertakings are covered by some fault, just as fire is 
covered by smoke. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: It is not proper to think that it is only one’s own 
duty that contains defect, as there is certainly some defect in the duty 
of another, also. To clarify this point, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse 
beginning with s aha-jam. One should work in accordance with one’s 
nature, because all work (karma), be it manifest or unmanifest, is 
tinged with some defect, just as fire is covered by smoke. A person 
overlooks the defect of a fire’s smoke while utilizing its light and heat 
to dispel darkness and cold. In the same way, one must accept the 
positive aspect of one’s prescribed duty for the purification of one’s 
existence, and neglect the defective aspect. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Generally, duties that are pre¬ 
scribed according to one’s nature are called sva-dharma. By performing 
such duties a person can maintain his life very easily, and furthermore, 
he may gradually enter spiritual life. If a person accepts the prescribed 
duties of others, having observed some fault in his own, he may incur 
even more sin. If one gives up one’s ksatriya-dharma, considering it 
to be violent, and accepts the duty of a brahmana, thinking it to be 
free from such faults, then there is the possibility of impropriety, for 
even the duties prescribed for a brahmanical nature are subject to the 
three modes. Since the instruments for performing brahmanical acts 
are material, there always remains some fault in acts performed with 
them. For example, while performing a fire yajna, there is always the 
possibility of killing living entities. For this reason, the example of fire 
is given here. Fire remains covered by smoke. This is a defect of fire. 
Still, fire is used to dispel cold, to cook and to serve other purposes. 
According to this same reasoning, it is beneficial to engage in one’s 
prescribed activities only. A person utilizes the fire he lights after 
removing a portion of the smoke. In the same way, one should overcome 
the defects of one’s prescribed duty by offering it to Bhagavan, and then, 
for the purpose of self-realization, one should accept that aspect of one’s 
prescribed duty that gives rise to jhana. 
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Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Sri Krsna as saying, “O son 
of Kunti, even if the duties prescribed according to one’s nature are 
defective, they should by no means be relinquished. Every endeavour 
is covered by some defect. Just as fire is always covered by smoke, 
some defect covers and contaminates every action. A man should 
accept what is positive about his prescribed duty, which is decided 
according to his nature for the purpose of purifying his existence, and 
he should disregard the defective aspect.” 

Verse 49 

3TOrT^sT: TTcfsT facTTrqT I 

Wff II|| 

asakta-buddhih sarvatra jitatma vigata-sprhah 
naiskarmya-siddhim paramam sannyasenadhigacchati 

asakta-buddhih - one who is detached due to intelligent understanding 
(of the science of the soul); sarvatra - towards all material objects; jita- 
atma - whose mind is controlled; vigata-sprhah - free from hankering; 
naiskarmya - by action which does not generate reaction; siddhim - 
perfection; paramam - supreme; sannyasena - through renouncing (the 
results of one’s prescribed duties); adhigacchati - attains. 

One whose intelligence is not attached to anything material, 
whose mind is controlled, and who is free from all desires, even 
the desire to achieve the happiness of Brahma-loka, completely 
renounces prescribed duties. He attains supreme perfection in 
the form of reaction-free action. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Action (karma) becomes defective when, due 
to false ego, a person considers himself to be the doer and desires 
the fruit of that activity. The first stage of sannyasa is to give up 
this defective mentality and remain engaged in prescribed action. 
Gradually, however, when the sannyasi’s practice matures and he 
becomes adept in yoga (yogarudha ), he may renounce his prescribed 
duties completely. This is the second stage of sannyasa and this is 
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what is being referred to here. Asakta-buddhih refers to one whose 
intelligence is free from attachment to all material objects. Jitatma 
means ‘one whose mind is under control’ and vigata-sprhah means ‘one 
who does not even desire the happiness of Brahma-loka’. Such persons 
attain supreme perfection in the form of naiskarmya (freedom from 
prescribed duty and its reaction) by giving up all karma, prescribed 
duty, completely. When they become adept in yoga, their naiskarmya 
attains perfection in the highest sense. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Here Sri Bhagavan is ex¬ 
plaining how one can accept the positive aspect of one’s prescribed 
duty by giving up a defective mentality. Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
says, “Those whose intelligence is completely free from attachment 
to anything material, whose minds are under control and who do not 
even desire the happiness of Brahma-loka, achieve supreme perfection 
in the form of freedom from prescribed duty and its reaction by 
completely renouncing their resolve to perform prescribed duties.” 

Verse 50 

eft cTSilHlfd f^ I 

TFTmHcT TiFTR ^TT WIIVII 

siddhim prop to yatha brahma tathapnoti nibodha me 
samasenaiva kaunteya nistha jhanasya yd para 

siddhim - perfection; praptah - one who has attained; yatha - how; 
brahma - spiritual realization; tatha - also; apnoti - attains; nibodha - 
hear; me - from Me; samasena - in brief; era - indeed; kaunteya - O 
son of Kunti; nistha - stage of steadiness; jnanasya - of transcendental 
knowledge; yd - which; para - the highest. 

Hear from Me in brief, O son of Kunti, the means whereby a 
person who has achieved perfection [in the form of naiskarmya, 
or freedom from the reactions to fruitive work] attains realization 
of spiritual reality, which is the highest culmination of transcen¬ 
dental knowledge. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: “And now, hear from Me how he then attains and 
realizes brahma, the Supreme.” Nistha para refers to complete cessation 
of ignorance through the practice of various types of yoga. According to 
the Amara-kosa, nistha means ‘completion’, ‘destruction’ or ‘end’. “Try to 
understand that when ignorance is almost destroyed, then knowledge, 
also, begins to be destroyed. And finally, when one entirely relinquishes 
jnana, one realizes brahma.” 


Verses 51-53 

^rdlrt-IH xfl 

VKIdH TFTlN’t II 

^cTcn^FmFTTT: I 

^TT^f THTTlfecT: 11^11 

3 WWK ^FFT 9pt«r MKUdHI 

farpr =bvMcl lld^ll 

buddhya visuddhaya yukto dhrtydtmanarh niyamya ca 
sabdadin visayams tyaktva raga-dvesau vyudasya ca 

vivikta-sevi laghv-asi yata-vdk-kdya-mdnasah 
dhyana-yoga-paro nityam vairagyam samupasritah 

ahankaram balam darpam kamam krodham parigraham 
vimucya nirmamah santo brahma-bhuydya kalpate 

buddhya - intelligence; visuddhaya - fully purified; yuktah - endowed 
with; dhrtya - with determination; atmanam - the mind; niyamya - 
controlling; ca - and; sabda-adin - such as sound; visayan - sense objects; 
tyaktva - giving up; raga-dvesau - attachment and aversion; vyudasya - 
putting aside; ca - and; vivikta-sevi - resorting to solitary places; laghu- 
asi - eating lightly; yata - controlling; vak - and speech; kaya - body; 
manasah - mind; dhyana-yoga - connected in contemplative meditation 
(upon Bhagavan); parah - being absorbed; nityam - always; vairagyam - of 
renunciation; samupasritah - taking full shelter; ahankaram - false ego; 
balam - strength; darpam - arrogance; kamam - desire; krodham - anger; 
parigraham - unnecessary accumulation of possessions; vimucya - being 
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freed from; nirmamah - free from possessiveness; santah - peaceful; 
brahma-bhuyaya - for brahma realization; kalpate - is qualified. 

A person endowed with pure intelligence controls the mind with 
determination. He renounces the objects of sense enjoyment 
such as sound and form. Freed from attachment and aversion, 
he lives in a sanctified solitary place, eating little, controlling his 
body, mind and speech, and constantly taking shelter of yoga by 
meditating on Bhagavan. He takes shelter of detachment, being 
completely free from false ego, false attachment, arrogance, desire, 
anger, unnecessary accumulation of possessions and feelings 
of possessiveness, and he is situated in peace. Such a person is 
qualified to realize brahma. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Those who are able to control their mind with 
intelligence and forbearance in the mode of goodness, and who take 
shelter of the supreme yoga of being situated in meditation upon Sri 
Bhagavan, become qualified to realize brahma (the Supreme). Here, the 
word bala does not mean ‘strength’ or ‘ability,’ but ‘attachment to material 
desires’. After relinquishing false ego and so forth, such persons become 
qualified to realize brahma. This is called cessation of ignorance. In 
such a state, even the quality of goodness becomes subdued. This alone 
is called renunciation of knowledge. Srlmad-Bhagavatam, Canto Eleven 
states, “Renounce even knowledge for Me.” One cannot realize brahma 
without renouncing both ignorance and knowledge. Brahma-bhuyaya 
kalpate means ‘to become capable of realizing brahma'. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: A sadhaka’s heart becomes 
purified by offering Bhagavan the results of his actions in the mode of 
goodness that are born of his nature. By subduing his senses, which are 
satisfied because of his detachment from sense objects, the practitioner’s 
mind becomes pure and he remains fixed in a state of trance. In this way, 
all mundane attachments and aversions are dispelled. In such a state, he 
becomes free from false ego, by which he considers the body to be the 
self. He does not seek material happiness, nor is he ever overpowered 
by lamentation. Constantly equipoised in this state, which is called 
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brahma-bhuta, he even gives up the subtle body and becomes situated 
in his true self. 


Verse 54 

TFT: H^Rb FTFT ll^ll 

brahma-bhutah prasannatma na socati na kaiiksati 
samah sarvesu bhutesu mad-bhaktirh labhate pardm 

brahma-bhutah - one who is situated in spiritual realization; prasanna- 
atma - a fully joyful soul; na socati - he does not lament; na - nor; 
kaiiksati - hanker; samah - equal; sarvesu - to all; bhutesu - beings; madt- 
bhaktim - My pure bhakti ; labhate - he attains; pardm - which is blessed 
with the symptoms of prema. 

A person thus situated in realization of brahma becomes fully 
joyful. He neither laments nor hankers for anything. Being equally 
disposed to all beings, he attains My pure bhakti, which is blessed 
with the symptoms of prema. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “A sadhaka-jiva attains the nature of brahma 
(brahma-bhuta ) when the contaminating coverings - the impure 
designations of goodness, passion and ignorance - are removed. In 
other words he attains a state of pure consciousness that is free from 
any covering, and thus he becomes fully joyful ( prasannatma). Having 
achieved this higher consciousness, he neither laments for what he has 
lost nor hankers for what he does not have, and he is free from the false 
ego of considering the body to be the self. Sarvesu bhutesu means ‘in all 
beings, good or bad’. Samah means that, like a child, he sees everything 
equally, and by this he becomes free from external considerations. His 
desire for jhana becomes satiated, just as a fire dies down when fuel runs 
out. He then attains My imperishable bhakti in the form of sravanam 
and kirtanam, which is inherently full of knowledge. 

“Bhakti is a function of My internal potency, the svarupa-sakti. 
Because it is separate from My illusory potency, it continues to exist 
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when ignorance and knowledge cease. The word param therefore 
means ‘separate from or superior to jnana’. In other words, it means 
pure devotion, which is devoid of niskama-karma, jnana, etc. The word 
labhate means that the bhakti which was partially situated in knowledge 
and renunciation and aimed at liberation, is not intelligibly realized, 
just as the indwelling Supersoul, situated in all beings, cannot easily 
be perceived. For this reason, the word labhate (obtain) has been used 
instead of the word kurute (does). The bhakti that was previously mixed 
with knowledge (jnana) and renunciation (vairagya), can be recovered 
intact when jnana and vairagya are dispelled, just as a golden gem that 
has been mixed into some mung or urad dal can be retrieved when the 
pulses are burned, because the gem is comparatively imperishable.” 

This is the most opportune time to attain prema-bhakti. The result 
of such bhakti is never the liberation of becoming one with the Ford’s 
effulgence, so here, param means bhakti endowed with the symptoms 
oiprema ( prema-laksana-bhakti). 

SARARTHA-VARSINf PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Having attained brahma- 
bhuta, the state of transcendence, it is still necessary that one 
have transcendental devotion ( para-bhakti) in order to understand 
Parabrahma Sri Krsna. This is explained in the present verse. The 
explanations of various commentators of the word brahma-bhuta 
convey almost the same meaning. Only a living entity who is free from 
all the material modes and situated on the spiritual platform of brahma 
is called brahma-bhuta. Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura writes that 
brahma-bhuta is the pure state of transcendence a jiva attains when he is 
free from all gross and subtle designations. This completely refutes the 
understanding that brahma-bhuta means to totally lose one’s individual 
existence by merging into and becoming one with brahma, the Ford’s 
effulgence. This idea opposes scriptural conclusions and has therefore 
been unanimously refuted by Srila Sridhara Svami, Sri Ramanujacarya, 
Sri Madhvacarya, Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, Srila Baladeva 
Vidyabhusana and others. 

The kevala-advaitavadis, or absolute monists, declare the following 
four statements to be the Vedas’ supreme axioms: aham brahmdsmi 
(I am brahma ); tat tv am asi (You are that); sarvarh khalv idam brahma 
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(indeed everything is brahma)', and prajnanam brahma (real knowledge 
is brahma realization). They attempt to establish mayavada philosophy 
with an erroneous interpretation of these statements, but their deceptive 
propaganda simply cheats the common people. 

These four statements of the Vedas are actually peripheral statements 
only. Om alone is the supreme statement and the intrinsic nature, or 
svarupa, of brahma. Tat tvam asi actually means ‘You belong to Him’, 
or ‘you are His servant’. This was also clarified earlier. The mayavadls, 
however, interpret it as ‘You are also that (Him)’, which is completely 
distorted and misleading. Furthermore, it is simply because the jlva 
is qualitatively similar to brahma that he is referred to as brahma in 
the statement “ aham brahmdsmi - I am brahma”. The jlva is a separated 
part of brahma, and therefore, he is a conscious entity and spiritual by 
nature. But because he is only a separated part, he can be controlled 
by the deluding potency. Parabrahma, however, is the controller of 
that potency. The jlva is an atomic entity and Parabrahma is an infinite 
entity. Therefore, these two can never become one. 

The entire creation, which contains both conscious energy and inert 
energy, has manifested from Parabrahma. Consciousness and inert 
matter are transformations of brahma’s potency. Although partially 
one with Him, they are not completely one. 

Only when someone has considered the precise meaning of each and 
every Upanisad mantra can he understand the true import of the Vedas. 
He first contemplates each mantra in isolation, and later he deliberates 
upon the mantras collectively, to comprehend their meaning as a whole. 
The conclusion of one who unnecessarily speculates to interpret the 
peripheral statements of the Vedas is bound to be erroneous, ft is for this 
reason that Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu scrutinized the Vedas from every 
angle before He imparted instruction on acintya-bheda-abheda-tattva, 
which declares that matter and the living entity are simultaneously one 
with and different from the Supreme Ford. 

The Vedas abound with various mantras that establish the difference 
between the jlva and brahma: 

(1) “ pradhana-ksetra-jna-patir gunesah - He is the controller of the 
modes of material nature and the master of the living entities, who 
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are ksetra-jna, or knowers of the field of their respective bodies” 
(.Svetasvatara Upanisad 6.16). 

(2) u tam ahur agryam purusam mahantam - sages declare Him to be the 
foremost and greatest of persons” ( Svetasvatara Upanisad 3.19). 

(3) “ yathatathyato ’rthan vyadadhat - it is He who fulfils the living 
entities’ many requirements” ( Isopanisad 8). 

(4) “tenedam purnam purusena sarvam - by the arrangement of the 
Supreme Person, this universe is complete in every respect” 
(Svetasvatara Upanisad 3.9). 

(5) “ nityo nityanam - He is supreme among all eternal beings” ( Katha 
Upanisad 2.2.13, Svetasvatara Upanisad 6.13). 

These statements clearly reveal that the living entity can never merge, 
or become one with, brahma. Therefore, brahma-bhuta actually refers to 
the living entity in his eternal constitutional position. Jivas who have 
achieved the brahma-bhuta stage manifest the following symptoms: 

(1) prasannatma - they remain ever joyful, being free from the effects 
of the subtle body, which is composed of the three material modes. 

(2) na socati - they never lament for what they have lost. 

(3) na kahksati - they do not hanker for any material object. They 
do not identify with the body and as a result, they do not desire 
material enjoyment. They only desire devotion to Bhagavan. 

(4) samah sarvesu bhutesu - like a child, they look upon all living 
beings equally, be they good or bad 

(5) mad bhaktimparam- they have a burning desire to attain supreme, 
transcendental bhakti to Me. 

In the association of exalted, saintly persons possessed of these 
symptoms, the practitioner achieves para-bhakti, supremely pure loving 
devotion to Sri Bhagavan. At this point, it is necessary to understand the 
true meaning of the word para-bhakti. 

anyabhilasita-sunyamjnana-karmady-anavrtam 
anukulyena krsnanusllanam bhaktir uttama 

Uttama-bhahti means the cultivation of activities that are meant 
exclusively for the pleasure of Sri Krsna. In other words, it means 
the uninterrupted flow of service to Sri Krsna, performed with 
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all endeavours of the body, mind and speech and through the 
expression of various spiritual sentiments ( bhavas ). It is not 
covered by knowledge of oneness with brahma, or by nitya-karma, 
naimittika-karma, yoga, tapasya and so forth. And it is devoid 
of every other type of desire other than the aspiration to bring 
happiness to Sri Krsna. 

Uttama-bhakti is certainly the quintessence of all scriptures. Famous 
proponents of pure monism (kevala-advaitavadls), such as Acarya 
Sankara, Anandagiri and Madhusudana Sarasvati, have stated in 
their commentaries on the present Gita verse that para-bhakti refers 
to that bhakti which is characterized by jhana. In this verse from 
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, however, it is worth noting that para-bhakti 
is attained after the brahma-bhuta stage. In other words, it is achieved 
by one who has become situated on the brahma-bhuta platform and is 
therefore superior to that platform. It is quite apparent that it does not 
refer to bhakti mixed with jhana and aimed at achieving brahma-jhana, 
realization of the Lord’s effulgence. Upon attaining this stage, one 
needs to acquire full knowledge of Parabrahma Sri Krsna. A brahma- 
jhani can achieve that knowledge if by good fortune, he takes shelter 
of transcendental devotion to Sri Krsna, in the association of devotees. 

At this point, it is necessary to clearly understand the difference 
between para-bhakti, which gives knowledge of the truth of Sri 
Krsna (krsna-tattva), and the bhakti employed to achieve knowledge 
of the impersonal aspect of the Absolute ( brahma-jhana ). The word 
para (supremely transcendental) has been used to clarify this point. 
Furthermore, there is a confidential reason why labhate (obtains) was 
used instead of kurute (does). It is only possible to attain para-bhakti 
when one has realized the insignificance and inferiority of brahma- 
jhana, as attained by a brahma-jnani. Since para-bhakti can only be 
obtained by the causeless mercy of Bhagavan or His devotees, the word 
labhate has been used. The word kurute (does, or makes) would have 
been applicable if para-bhakti were achievable by one’s own endeavour, 
but Sri Bhagavan has not used this word. This observation serves to 
clarify the meaning of para-bhakti: Its only aim is pure devotion (also 
known as suddha-bhakti, kevala-bhakti and ananya-bhakti ); it does not 
aim at bhakti mixed with jhana. 
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Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu proclaimed that even this brahma-bhuta 
stage is external, because one thus situated, although free from the 
modes, cannot realize or attain Goloka or Vaikuntha. These realms can 
only be realized by para-bhakti. The brahma-bhuta platform is therefore 
not topmost; it is merely the initial stage of supreme spiritual attainment. 

Here it should be understood that two types of persons attain the 
brahma-bhuta stage. The first type endeavours to merge with the 
brahma effulgence ( sayujya-mukti ), and they continue to do so, even 
after attaining the brahma-bhuta platform. They disregard Bhagavan’s 
devotees, as well as His name, form, qualities and pastimes, and they do 
not listen to hari-katha, transcendental narrations about the Supreme 
Lord. Thus they are offenders. They never achieve mukti but continue 
to wander in bodies in the demoniac species of life within this material 
world. The second type respects the devotees, as well as Bhagavan’s 
name, form, qualities and pastimes. Taking shelter of the devotees, they 
easily achieve para-bhakti due to their inoffensive attitude. 

Verse 55 

■JTTrqT TTTRf^TFTT% WT cTt^RT: I 

HcTf HT dTHdi HIM IIAAII 

bhaktya mam abhijanati yavan yas casmi tattvatah 
tato mam tattvato jhatva visate tad-anantaram 

bhaktya - through pure devotional service; mam - Me; abhijanati - one 
can fully comprehend; yavan - how great (My opulence); yah ca asmi - 
what My svarupa is; tattvatah - in truth; tatah - then; mam - Me (My 
eternal pastimes); tattvatah - in truth; jhatva - having understood; visate - 
one can enter; tat-anantaram - after leaving that jnana. 

It is only through pure devotional service that one can actually 
comprehend the truth concerning My glories and the nature of My 
original transcendental form. One who thus understands Me as 
I am enters My eternal pastimes on the strength of prema-bhakti. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “What is the result of attaining bhakti to You?” Sri 
Bhagavan answers this question in the verse beginning with bhaktya. 
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“It is only by bhakti that jnanls and various types of devotees can 
under-stand the tattva of My opulences, My being all-pervading and My 
svarupa (tat-padartha). I have also said in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (n.14.21), 
‘I can be attained only by pure devotion.’ When the jnanls cease their 
cultivation of knowledge, they will come to know Me on the strength of 
bhakti, and then they will enter into Me. In other words they realize the 
bliss of sayujya. Because I am beyond may a and since ignorance ( avidya) 
is maya, I am known only by true knowledge ( vidya .).” 

The five divisions of true knowledge are stated in the Narada- 
pancaratra: knowledge ( jnana ), mystic yoga, renunciation ( vairagya), 
austerity ( tapa ) and devotion to Kesava (bhakti). Bhakti is a special 
function of vidya. Furthermore, a mere portion of bhakti, which is a 
function of Sri Bhagavan’s internal pleasure-giving potency (hladinl- 
sakti), enters vidya to enable its success. And sometimes, a portion of 
bhakti enters karma to facilitate the success of karma-yoga. Without 
bhakti, the practice of karma, yoga, jnana, etc., is simply useless labour 
that bears no fruit. Vidya is in the mode of goodness, but bhakti is 
beyond all modes of nature, so it cannot manifest from vidya. Vidya 
removes ignorance, whereas bhakti enables one to know Sri Bhagavan. 
Furthermore, it is said in the Gita (14.17), u Jnana arises from the mode 
of goodness, or sattva-guna.” Therefore, that jnana which comes from 
the mode of goodness is also in that mode. Vidya refers to knowledge in 
the mode of goodness, but the knowledge arising from bhakti is bhakti 
herself. In some places, that bhakti is indicated by the word bhakti and 
elsewhere by the word jnana. It is thus necessary to understand that 
jnana is also of two types. 

One only achieves brahma-sayujya, the liberation of merging into 
the Lord’s effulgence, after relinquishing the first type of jnana, which 
manifests from the mode of goodness, and adopting the second type 
of jnana arising from bhakti. This can be clearly seen in the Fifteenth 
Chapter of the Eleventh Canto of Srlmad-Bhagavatam. Those who 
are bereft of bhakti try to attain sayujya through jnana alone, but 
unfortunately, such persons, who are proud of their knowledge, only 
achieve distress and are thus condemned. 

Then there are those who understand that liberation cannot be 
achieved solely through jnana and so engage in bhakti mixed with 
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jnana ( jnana-misra-bhakti ). They think that Bhagavan’s existence is 
material and temporary and that His body consists of the modes of 
material nature. Even after becoming adept in yoga ( yogarudha ), such 
persons, who falsely think that they are liberated, are condemned. 
Srlmad-Bhagavatam (n.5.2-3) states: “The respective qualities of 
the four stages of life (asramas) and the four types of occupational 
duty ( varnas ) originated separately from the mouth, arms, thighs 
and feet of the Supreme Person, Sri Bhagavan. Those who disrespect 
that self-born Bhagavan and do not render service to Him fall from 
their position.” This means that those who do not worship Him and 
those who do not properly respect Him even while worshipping Him 
lose their knowledge and fall down, even though they are sannyasls. 
Srlmad-Bhagavatam also states (10.2.32): 

ye ’nye aravindahsa vimukta-maninas 

tvayy asta-bhavad avisuddha-buddhayah 
aruhya krcchrena param padam tatah 
patanty adho ’nadrta-yusmad-anghrayah 

O lotus-eyed Lord, one who is falsely proud of being liberated 
and who does not perform bhakti to You due to his polluted 
intelligence, falls down because he disrespects Your lotus feet, 
even after he has taken great trouble to attain the highest position 
of renunciation. 

The word anye in the above Bhdgavatam verse refers to a person 
other than a devotee of Sri Madhava, and the word anghri refers to 
bhakti. To disrespect Sri Bhagavan’s lotus feet, therefore, means to 
disrespect bhakti. 

Anadrta-yusmad-anghrayah means that it is disrespectful to consider 
Sri Bhagavan’s body to be composed of the three modes of material 
nature. This was also stated earlier in the Gita (9.11): “Foolish people 
deride Me when I appear in My human form.” In reality, that human 
form is composed of eternality, knowledge and bliss (sac-cid-ananda). 
Only by the influence of Sri Bhagavan’s inconceivable mercy potency 
( krpa-sakti ) does that form become visible. It is said in Narayana- 
adhyatma-vacana, “Although the svarupa of Sri Bhagavan is ever 
unmanifest, He becomes visible only by the influence of His own 
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potency, or sakti. Who can see His supremely blissful svarupa without 
the help of that potency?” In this way, the eternal, all-cognizant and 
fully blissful nature of Bhagavan’s body is established. 

Hundreds of Sruti and Smrti statements further establish the 
sac-cid-ananda nature of Bhagavan’s form: “ kliptam sac-cid-ananda- 
vigraham sri vrndavana sura-bhuruha-talasinam - the Lord is described 
as He whose transcendental form of eternality, cognizance and bliss 
is seated at the base of a desire-tree” ( Gopala-tapini Upanisad ) and 
“s abdam brahma dadhad vapuh - His transcendental form can only be 
understood through the Vedas” ( Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.21.8). 

Despite this, some still conclude on the basis of one solitary 
statement in the Svetasvatara Upanisad (4.10) that His name, form, 
qualities and so forth are material: “ mayam tu prakrtim vidyan 
mayinam tu mahesvaram - the phenomenon of material nature is may a, 
a temporary illusion, and Paramesvara is mayi, composed of maya." 

There is, however, another statement from Svetasvatara Upanisad 
quoted in Sri Madhva-bhasya: “ato mayamayam visnuri 1 pravadanti 
sanatanam - therefore, they declare Sri Visnu, the eternal Supreme 
Lord, to be composed of maya." According to this statement, Bhagavan 
is eternally endowed with an internal potency called svarupa-bhiita- 
maya, which is intrinsic to His own transcendental form. On the basis 
of this, the word maya in mayam tu from the previously quoted verse 
(4.10) refers to His spiritual potency, the cit-sakti, which is svariipa- 
bhuta. This means that it emanates from His own transcendental form, 
or svarupa, and is therefore non-different from the Lord Himself. It 
does not refer to the material energy consisting of the modes of nature, 
which is not part of His transcendental form. 

Such jnanls, however, do not accept this meaning. They do not even 
accept the interpretation that maya is the material nature, or prakrti, 
and that Mahesvara, or Sambhu Siva, is the master of that maya. Due 
to this offensive attitude to Bhagavan, they fall down, even after they 
have attained the state of jivan-mukta, or liberation while still within 
this material body. It is also said in the supplementary statement of 
Vasana-bhasya , that even if one who is jivan-mukta somehow offends 
Sri Bhagavan, who is inconceivably powerful, he becomes entrenched 
in material lusty desires and has to again enter the cycle of material life. 
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He falls down because he abandons his practice upon attaining its fruit, 
thinking it is of no further use. 

This means that upon attaining the stage of jnana-sannyasa, he 
abandons not only jnana but bhakti also, which is present in jnana to 
some degree ( guni-bhuta-bhakti ), and he maintains the false conception 
that he is directly perceiving brahma. Because of his offences to the 
form of Bhagavan, bhakti also disappears along with jnana and is not 
to be regained. Without bhakti, however, the Supreme Absolute Truth 
cannot be realized. The meditation such a person performs at that 
time is to be understood as useless, as is his pride in being jivan- 
mukta, a liberated soul even within this body. 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.2.32) supports this view, stating, ye ’nye 
aravindaksa vimukta-maninah. Liberated persons who properly engage 
in the practice of bhakti-misra-jnana (knowledge mixed with devotion) 
are of two types. Both recognize Sri Bhagavan’s form to be composed of 
eternality, cognizance and bliss, and such persons achieve para-bhakti 
after gradually giving up vidya (knowledge) and avidya (ignorance). 

The first type performs bhakti with the aim of becoming one with 
Him ( sayujya-mukti ). Aided by bhakti, they achieve direct realization 
of the impersonal brahma and thus attain oneness with Him. Those 
individuals are worthy of honour. 

The second type consist of highly fortunate persons who, by the 
influence of the association of tranquil mahd-bhagavatas, renounce the 
desire for liberation. Like Sukadeva Gosvami and others, they remain 
absorbed in tasting the sweetness of bhakti-rasa. Such personalities merit 
the highest veneration. As it is said in the Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.7.10), 
“The qualities of Sri Hari are so wonderful that even great sages who 
are atmarama, or fully self-satisfied, and who have completely cut the 
knot of ignorance are attracted by His attracting potency. Hence, they 
perform selfless bhakti to Sri Krsna, who performs wonderful feats.” 

Therefore, out of these four types of jnanis, the first two are worthy 
of reproach and remain bound, while the other two are respectable and 
transcend the material world. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the present verse, Sri 
Bhagavan is explaining the result of transcendental pure devotion, 
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para-bhakti, or kevala-bhakti, which is symptomized by prema. By some 
good fortune attained by the mercy of a great personality, one who has 
achieved the brahma-bhiita stage then attains para-bhakti. Losing his 
desire for liberation, he relinquishes jnana and achieves that bhakti 
which is free from the modes of nature, thus realizing the fundamental 
Truth of Sri Krsna as well as his own eternal form as Krsna’s servant. 
This is svarupa-siddhi. His later entrance into the pastimes of Bhagavan 
is known as vastu-siddhi. ft is stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.7.10): 

atmaramas ca munayo nirgrantha apy urukrame 
kurvanty ahaitukim bhaktim ittham-bhuta-guno harih 

Those who are satisfied within and who are most fortunate can 
become attracted by the qualities of Sri Bhagavan if they receive 
the causeless mercy of Sri Bhagavan and His devotees. They can 
then become absorbed in relishing the sweetness of bhakti-rasa 
by engaging in causeless devotion (ahaituki bhakti ) to Him. 

Examples of this are the four Kumaras, who received the mercy of 
Bhagavan, and Sri Sukadeva Gosvami, who received the mercy of Sri 
Vyasadeva. 

Gita verses such as 11.54, 8.14 and 9.22 state that Sri Bhagavan 
can only be attained by bhakti. Srimad-Bhagavatam (n.14.21) states, 
“bhaktyaham ekaya grdhyah - 1 am attained only by pure devotional 
service.” While answering the questions of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, 
Raya Ramananda said that bhakti that is free from jnana is the essence 
of all perfection. But Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu did not accept this as 
the highest goal of life and requested him to explain further. At this 
point, Sri Raya Ramananda presented a Bhagavatam verse as evidence - 
jnane prayasam udapasya. This verse states that not all perfected and 
liberated persons can realize krsna-tattva, the reality of Sri Krsna. This 
has been discussed in various verses such as Gita 7.3, “ manusyanam 
sahasresu... - only an extremely rare person comes to know Me in 
truth”; Srimad-Bhagavatam (6.14.5), “muktanam api siddhanam... - 
among millions of liberated souls, only one knows Me in truth”; and Sri 
Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya-lila 19.148), “ koti-mukta-madhye ‘durlabha’ 
eka krsna-bhakta - among millions of souls who are actually liberated, 
it is very difficult to find one who is My pure devotee”. 
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The Srutis, Srnrtis, Vedanta-sutra, Srlmad-Bhagavatam, Bhagavad- 
gita and other scriptures give numerous proofs to show that even after 
a jtva has achieved mukti, he can become situated in his eternal svarupa 
and taste the bliss of service to Sri Bhagavan. In Srila Sridhara Svami’s 
Srlmad-Bhagavatam commentary called Dhrta-sarvajna-bhasya- 
kara, he states (regarding 10.87.21): “ mukta api lllaya vigraham krtva 
bhagavantam bhajante - even the liberated beings constantly render 
service to Bhagavan with their transcendental bodies.” In the Srutis, 
also, we find statements such as “aprayanat tatrapi hi drstam - what 
one does throughout one’s life is evident at the time of death” ( Brahma- 
sutra 4.1.12), and mokse ca bhaktir anuvarttate, which describes that 
bhakti is present even in the liberated state. 

Here, visate tad anantaram (Gita 18.55) has a deeper, more confidential 
meaning. One who has known and realized Bhagavan does not enter 
into Him and become one with Him; rather one enters into His pastimes. 
For example, when a person enters a city or a bird enters its nest, it does 
not mean that the person becomes the city or that the bird becomes the 
nest. It actually means that they enjoy great happiness in meeting with 
their family members. 

The impersonalists ( nirvisesavadls ) generally use the example 
of rivers flowing into the ocean to express the oneness of the jlva 
with brahma. They say that just as the rivers lose their name and 
form when they merge into the ocean (having given up their separate 
identity), in the same way, the jlva merges with brahma and becomes 
one with Him. However, the devotees, who adhere to the doctrine 
of personalism ( savisesavadl-bhaktas ) say that, even after liberation, a 
pure jlva maintains his individual existence, just as the aquatics living 
in the ocean have their separate existence from the ocean and live 
there with their family members. To know the ocean, mere knowledge 
of the ocean’s surface is not sufficient. It is necessary also to know the 
various aquatics that live deep within the ocean, as well as the ocean’s 
pearls, gemstones and various other resources. Similarly, to know 
Svayam Bhagavan Sri Krsna as He who is replete with six opulences 
and full of rasa is to know Him in tattva and in full. Only when a 
sadhaka, or bhava-bhakta, has attained this knowledge can he then 
enter into the pastimes of Bhagavan. This takes place upon attaining 
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the state of full perfection known as vastu-siddhi in which he tastes the 
bliss of rendering service to Him. 

One who deeply deliberates on the statements of scripture clearly 
understands that jiidna alone will not award liberation unless aided by 
bhakti. “Sreyah srtim bhaktim udasya... - O Lord, devotional service 
to You is the main source of all kinds of auspiciousness. Those who 
give up this path to cultivate jiidna will simply undergo hard work, 
suffer pain and achieve difficulty, just as the only gain of a person who 
beats empty husks is hard work, not rice. 1 can be attained by bhakti 
alone, not by speculative knowledge” ( Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.14.4). 
The jhanis are of two types: those who exclusively cultivate knowledge 
(kevala-jnanis) and those who mix devotion with their cultivation of 
jiidna ( bhakti-misra-jndnis ). 

Bhakti-misra-jhanis are also of two types: those who consider the 
form of Bhagavan to be illusory and those who accept the form of 
Bhagavan to be composed of eternality, cognizance and bliss. Those 
who consider Bhagavan’s form to be illusory do not achieve liberation 
due to their offence at His lotus feet. Still, they erroneously consider 
themselves liberated. Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.2.32) makes the following 
statement about such proud jiidnis: 

ye ’nye aravindaksa vimukta-maninas 
tvayy astabhavad avisuddha buddhayah 
aruhya krcchrena param padam tatah 

patanty adho anadrta yusmad-aiighrayah 

O lotus-eyed Bhagavan, He who has cultivated jiidna and who 
is falsely proud claims to be liberated. It should be understood 
that his intelligence is polluted because he has no conception that 
bhakti is an eternal activity. Although, in his cultivation of jiidna, 
through the process of negation, he has renounced material objects 
(atat), he only comes close to Absolute Reality (tat), and does not 
progress. Because he has failed to attain the shelter of Your lotus 
feet, he eventually falls down. 

Gita (9.12) also states: 

moghasa mogha-karmano mogha-jnana vicetasah 
raksasim asurith caiva prakrtim mohinim sritah 
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The hopes of such bewildered persons for liberation, material gain 
and the culture of knowledge all go in vain. Thus, with their minds 
distracted, they adopt the nature of the deluded, ignorant and 
passionate. 

The second type of jhani follows the path of bhakti-misra-jnana, 
accepting Bhagavan’s form to be composed of eternality, knowledge and 
bliss. Such a jnanl, after renouncing knowledge ( vidya ) and ignorance 
(avidya), attains the liberation of merging with the Lord’s effulgence, 
but he does not attain transcendental bhakti. Some of these jnanls, 
however, are fortunate enough to receive the mercy of a perfected 
saint. This allows them to relinquish the desire for liberation and thus 
attain transcendental bhakti. The following Bhagavatam verse (1.7.10) 
is spoken in reference to such self-satisfied jnanls (atmdramas). 

atmaramas ca munayo nirgrantha apy urukrame 
kurvanty ahaituhlm bhaktim itthambhuta guno hardy 

Sri Krsna has such an attractive potency that even the atmarama- 
munis , who have completely cut the knot of ignorance, become 
attracted to Him and start performing pure, causeless devotional 
service to Urukrama, the performer of wonderful activities. 
What, then, can be said of one who is absorbed in attraction to 
mundane matter? 

All of the verses cited above clarify this point. 

Verse 56 

TT^qftTqfq- ^ I 

■RrWr^^flfcT ^TRcTcT WToWTII^H 

sarva-karmany api sadci kurvano mad-vyapasruyah 
mat-prasadud avapnoti sasvatam padam avyayam 

sarva-karmani - all sorts of activities; api - even though; sada - always; 
kurvanah - performing; mat-vyapasrayah - My exclusive devotee; mat- 
prasadat - by My grace; avapnoti - attains; sasvatam - the eternal; padam - 
abode of Vaikuntha; avyayam - imperishable. 
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By My grace, My exclusive devotee attains the eternal and imper¬ 
ishable realm of Vaikuntha, even though he always engages in 
various types of duties. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “It was explained earlier that a jhani ultimately 
achieves the result of s ayujya-mukti, merging with My effulgence, by 
gradually giving up the results of his prescribed duties, or karma. 
He then gives up the karma itself and finally, he abandons jnana. But 
how do My devotees attain Me?” To explain this, Sri Bhagavan speaks 
this verse beginning with sarva. “If even those who are inferior, that 
is, those who are sakdma (possessing material desires) attain the 
supreme destination by taking shelter of Me, what can be said of the 
destination of devotees who are niskama (without such desires)?” 

Even those who engage in all types of prescribed duties, such as 
regular ( nitya ), occasional ( naimittika ), fruitive (kdmya) and social 
activities, and who maintain their sons, daughters and others, achieve 
the indestructible destination, what to speak of those who give up 
prescribed duties, mystic perfection, knowledge, devotion to various 
demigods and all other material desires. 

“Here, the statement asrayate (he takes shelter) means that he 
wholeheartedly serves Me.” The prefix an on the word sraya implies 
that service is certainly predominant. The word api (also) in the 
phrase karmany api indicates the inferiority of prescribed duty and 
implies that it is secondary for such people. In other words, such 
people perform bhakti that is mixed with karma, prescribed action, 
not prescribed action that is mixed with bhakti. This means that they 
are not excessively engrossed in the karma that was described in the 
first six chapters. The words sasvatam padam mean ‘they attain My 
eternal abodes such as Vaikuntha, Mathura, Dvaraka and Ayodhya.’ 

But how will these abodes survive the total annihilation ( maha- 
pralaya )? In response to this, Sri Bhagavan says avyayam. “My abodes 
are not destroyed at that time; they remain unaffected. This is possible 
only by My inconceivable potency.” 

One may raise the following doubt: “On the one hand, a jnani 
attains sayujya, the liberation of merging with the Supreme Spirit, 
only after achieving naiskarmya, action without reaction. This occurs 
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as a result of his giving up all sense enjoyment, performing painful 
austerities and so forth for many lifetimes. Your devotees, however, 
attain Your eternal abode, even though they may perform their duty 
with material desires. Is this solely because they have taken shelter of 
You?” In response to this Sri Bhagavan says, “This takes place by My 
mercy. Know that My sweet will is beyond all reason.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: This verse illustrates the 
speciality of bhakti and the bhakta. As one selflessly performs his pre¬ 
scribed duty as an offering to Bhagavan, one’s heart becomes increasingly 
purified and gradually one attains knowledge, or jnana. “Such jnanis 
then become qualified to attain bhakti to Me. By My causeless mercy, 
however, My aikdntika-bhaktas , who are exclusively dedicated to Me, can 
attain My supreme abode in any condition, simply by taking shelter of 
pure devotion. They are not bound by the results of any duty, even while 
performing obligatory ( nitya ), causal ( naimittika ) and fruitive (fed mya) 
activities. By My mercy, they quickly attain Vaikuntha and Goloka, 
My eternal abodes.” This indicates the supremely merciful nature of 
Bhagavan in relation to His aikdntika-bhaktas. Bhagavan Himself says 
in the Gita (9.30), “apt cet su-durdcaro bhajate mam ananya-bhdk - even if 
a man’s conduct is most abominable, if he engages in exclusive devotion 
to Me, he is to be accepted as a devotee.” 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “I have 
explained that the Vedic process is the confidential path to attaining 
Me. First one worships Bhagavan by selflessly offering Him the fruit of 
one’s prescribed duty ( niskama-karma-yoga ). In this way, one attains 
knowledge (jnana). Through that knowledge, one attains devotion 
(bhakti). I am lucidly describing the first of these three processes. 
Now, please listen as I explain how I am achieved by the second 
process, namely, worship of Me. 

“Being especially attracted to Me, the devotee takes exclusive 
shelter of Me, even though he has material desires. Considering Me to 
be the Supreme Lord, He offers all of his activities to Me. By My mercy 
he finally attains that bhakti which is beyond the modes of nature. 
This is our imperishable and eternal position.” 
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Verse 57 


^rRTT TTcfcFRffuT TRTFT 'RrqT: I 

TTf^fff: TfcTcf qsnmvsii 


cetasa sarva-karmani mayi sannyasya mat-par ah 
buddhi-yogam upasritya mac-cittah satatam bhava 


cetasa - by such consciousness (free from the ego of being the doer); 
sarva-karmani - all activities; mayi - unto Me; sannyasya - having 
surrendered or offered; mat-parah - being dedicated to Me; buddhi- 
yogam - of the yoga of (resolute) intelligence; upasritya - taking shelter; 
mat-cittah - conscious absorbed in Me; satatam - always; bhava - be. 

With your mind free from the false ego of being the doer, 
wholeheartedly offering all of your activities to Me, being fully 
devoted to Me and taking shelter of the yoga of unwavering intel¬ 
ligence, remain always absorbed in full consciousness of Me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Very well, so what are You finally ordering 
me to do? Do You want me to become an exclusive devotee ( ananya- 
bhakta ) or a materialistic devotee (s akama-bhakta), who possesses 
the symptoms You have already described?'’ Sri Bhagavan responds 
to Arjuna’s question as follows: “You will not be able to become the 
topmost bhakta, nor should you become the inferior, sakama-bhakta. 
Rather, you should become situated as a madhyama-bhakta, one in the 
intermediate stage of bhakti." Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning 
with the word cetasa to give this instruction. 

Sarva-karmani indicates, “You should become a niskama-bhakta by 
offering your everyday activities to Me. This includes offering those 
activities related to varnasrama-dharma. I am the only goal of such 
niskama devotees. I have already explained this in the Gita (9.27), 
yat karosi." The word buddhi-yogam means, “You should become 
constantly absorbed in Me with resolute intelligence. In other words, 
you should always remember Me while performing your prescribed 
duty or in any other situation.” 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Here, Arjuna wants to 
clearly understand the obligations of a devotee whose qualification 
is to practise bhakti on the intermediate level, between that of the 
pure aikdntika-bhakta, who has attained transcendental bhakti, and 
the inferior sakama-bhakta, who is still materialistically inclined. 
Understanding Arj una’s inner feeling, Sri Krsna now gives instruction 
for whose qualification is similar to that of Arjuna. “Such a person 
should give up the false ego of being the doer and the enjoyer of all 
action and offer all of their action to Me, remembering Me always.” 
This was also stated earlier: yat karosi yad asnasi. It is worthy to note, 
however, that the activity itself should be performed as an offering, 
not just the results of the activity. By doing this and by the influence 
of sadhu-sanga, the sadhaka finally attains transcendental bhakti. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “I have already 
explained that brahma, Paramatma and Bhagavan are My three 
manifestations. Through buddhi-yoga (intelligence fixed on Me), fix 
your thoughts on My manifestation of Paramatma, and with your 
mind, offer all your work to Me. In this way, become devoted to Me.” 

Verse 58 

HTS-TH: HfOTTriTT TTTH^TTTf I 

mac'dttah sarva-durgani mat-prasadat tarisyasi 
atha cet tvam ahankaran na srosyasi vinanksyasi 

mat-cittah - by fixing your mind on Me; sarva-durgani - from all obstacles; 
mat-prasadat - by My grace; tarisyasi - you will cross over; atha cet - if 
however; tvam - you; ahaiikarat - out of egoism; na srosyasi - do not 
listen; vinanksyasi - you will be ruined. 

By constantly remembering Me with wholehearted devotion, you 
will, by My grace, cross over all obstacles. But if, out of false ego, 
you neglect My instructions, you will attain ruination in the form 
of continued material existence. 


952 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Moksa-Yoga 


Verses 58-59 


SARARTHA-VARSINI: “What would occur as a consequence of that?” 
In response, Sri Krsna speaks this verse beginning with mac-cittah. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
quotes Krsna as saying, “By fixing your mind upon Me in this way, 
you will be able to transcend any obstacle that may arise in your 
lifetime. If, however, you do not act in this way and, out of false ego 
and subsequent identification with the body, you consider yourself 
the doer, then you will fall from your immortal svarupa and incur 
destruction by remaining in this material world.” 

Verse 59 

yad ahankaram asritya na yotsya iti manyase 
mithyaiva vyavasayas te prakrtis tvam niyoksyati 

yat - which; ahankaram - of false ego; asritya - having taken shelter; na 
yotsye - I shall not fight; iti - thus; manyase - you are thinking; mithya - 
vain; eva - certainly; vyavasayah - resolution; te - your; prakrtih - My 
illusory energy (as the quality of passion); tvam - you; niyoksyati - will 
engage (in fighting). 

Your resolution to not fight is solely due to this false ego, but it 
will only go in vain, for My material energy, in her form as the 
mode of passion, will compel you to fight anyway. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: “I am a ksatriya and to fight in battle is my highest 
duty, but I do not wish to fight because I fear the great sin I will incur 
by killing so many people.” Sri Bhagavan responds to this argument by 
reprimanding Arjuna, speaking this verse beginning with yad ahankaram. 
The word prakrtih means sva-bhava, or nature. “O great hero, you are 
not accepting My instructions now, but when your formidable, natural 
enthusiasm to fight manifests, you will make Me laugh by entering this 
battle and killing such worshipable personalities as Bhlsma.” 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sadhakas should never misuse 
their independence and engage in frivolous acts. According to the 
instructions of Sri Bhagavan, they should give up the false ego of being 
the doer and the enjoyer and act as His servants. One should receive 
this instruction of Bhagavan either from Bhagavan Himself as caitya- 
guru within, or from the scripture spoken by Him. Or, considering the 
instructions of the devotees to be non-different from His, one should 
work only for the purpose of serving Him. If, however, one performs 
work with the conception of being the doer and the enjoyer, which 
is opposed to the instruction of Bhagavan, one becomes bound to 
undergo the good and bad results of those actions, life after life. 

Verse 6o 

WTTcT^T ^FtfalT I 

-Wifi HtNI^oII 

svabhava-jena kaunteya nibaddhah svena karmana 
kartum necchasi yan mohat karisyasy avaso ’pi tat 

svabhava-jena - born of the nature; kaunteya - O son of KuntI; nibaddhah - 
bound; svena - your own; karmana - by your work; kartum - to do; na 
icchasi - you do not wish; yat - which; mohat - out of delusion; karisyasi - 
you will do; avasah - helplessly; api - still; tat - that. 

O son of KuntT, you will be helplessly compelled to perform that 
action which in your deluded state you now wish to avoid, because 
you are bound to act in accordance with your inborn nature. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: This verse elaborates on the previous one. “Due 
to samskaras, or impressions from past lives, you possess the nature 
of a ksatriya. You will certainly engage in battle, being compelled by 
your natural inborn qualities, such as chivalry.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The import of Sri Bhagavan’s 
statement in this verse is as follows: “Now you are not following My 
instructions because you are bewildered; that is why you are not 
engaging in battle. But when your enthusiasm to fight gains strength, 
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then, in accordance with your own nature, you will not be able to 
suppress it. You will be bound to undergo the results of those actions 
and will see yourself as an agent of battle, a warrior. It is therefore 
beneficial for you to fight in pursuance of My instruction.” 

According to this injunction, the sadhakas who have a similar level 
of qualification (as discussed in the previous verses) should become 
free from both their gross and subtle egos in order to perform action 
in service to Bhagavan, which is favourable to bhakti. 

Verse 61 

TfcbTcTHi I 

WR HFFTTII 55^11 

isvarah sarva-bhutanam hrd-dese ’rjuna tisthati 
bhramayan sarva-bhutani yantrarudhani mayaya 

Isvarah - the indwelling Paramatma; sarva-bhutanam - of all beings; hrt- 
dese - in the area of the heart; arjuna - O Arjuna; tisthati - is situated; 
bhramayan - He is motivated to wander; sarva-bhutani - all living beings; 
yantra-arudhani - (as if) mounted upon machines [the 8,400,000 species]; 
mayaya - by His illusory energy. 

O Arjuna, the indwelling Supersoul is situated in the heart of all 
living beings. By His illusory potency, He is causing them to wander 
in the cycle of birth and death, as if they are mounted on a machine. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan is now giving His own conclusion, 
having explained, in the previous two verses, the opinion of the 
svabhavavadis, those who believe that everyone acts according to the 
tendencies born of their natures. Sri Narayana, the indwelling witness 
of all, resides within the living entities. Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad (3.6.3) 
states that He resides within the earth, but the earth does not know Him. 
The earth is His body and by residing within the earth, He controls and 
moves it. The Srutis also state: “Sri Narayana pervades everything that is 
seen or heard in this universe and anything that is within it or beyond it.” 

From these Vedic statements, it is established that Isvara is situated 
within the heart as the indwelling, all-seeing Supersoul. What does 
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He do there? In response to this, Sri Bhagavan says, “By His maya- 
sakti, He engages all living entities in various activities, making them 
wander within this material world.” Just as a puppeteer pulls strings 
to manoeuvre puppets, maya similarly controls the living entities. 
Yantrarudhani also means jivas who are situated in various bodies’. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Paramesvara is the indwell¬ 
ing Supersoul of the entire moving and non-moving world. This was 
stated previously in the Gita (15.15): “sarvasya caham hrdi sannivisto - 
I am seated within everyone’s heart; all remembrance, knowledge and 
forgetfulness come from Me alone.” 

The Srutis also say: 

eko devah sarva-bhutesu gudhah 
sarva-vyapi sarva-bhutdntardtmd 
karmadhyaksah sarva-bhutadhivasah 
saksl ceta kevalo nirgunas ca 

Svetasvatara Upanisad (6.11) 

He is omnipresent and omnipotent. Under His control, the living 
entity is wandering throughout this material world, riding the 
machine of the subtle and gross body made by the illusory potency. 

Some think that isvara, the Supreme Lord, controls all beings and 
prompts their actions. They conclude, Therefore, all of our good and 
bad actions are inspired by Him.’ They think that the living entity is just 
like a puppet, so instead of him receiving the results of all his good and 
bad works, Isvara alone should, and in fact does, receive the results. This 
understanding is completely wrong. The word yantrarudhani should 
be properly understood. Maya gives the living entities who are averse 
to Bhagavan a subtle and a gross body, according to the impressions 
created by their previous actions, which have accumulated since time 
immemorial. The living entity wanders throughout the cycle of karma, 
in bodies he receives in accordance with his previous actions. This takes 
place by the inspiration of Isvara and under the control of maya. Isvara 
does not directly engage the conditioned souls in action. Because the 
conditioned soul does not want to give up his independence completely 
and be controlled by Bhagavan, he does not receive this good fortune. 
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Thus, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu clearly states in Sri Caitanya-caritamrta 
( Madhya-lila 20.117): 

krsna bhuli’ seijiva anadi-bahirmukha 
ataeva maya tare deya samsara-duhkha 

The living entity has forgotten Krsna since time immemorial; thus 

maya gives him all kinds of misery in his material existence. 

Paranresvara merely acts as a witness to such rebellious living 
entities, and through maya He makes them undergo the results of all 
their good and bad activities. But He does not remain indifferent like 
a witness toward His devotees. Rather, He engages them in serving 
Him. This is His great mercy. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “I alone am 
situated in the heart of all living beings as Paramatma, and Paramatma 
is indeed the controller and master of all. isvara gives the jivas the 
fruit of whatever action they perform. Just as an object rotates on 
a machine, similarly, the living entities continue to wander in the 
material world, as arranged by the all-controlling quality of Isvara. 
According to your previous action, you will continue to function 
according to your nature by the inspiration of Isvara.” 

Verse 62 

m°T Tf^r TfcfclF^T ‘RTCcT I 
drtl-HKIdHI ?TlPcT Wife SJHI 

tarn eva saranam gaccha sarva-bhavena bharata 

tat prasadat param santim sthanam prapsyasi sasvatam 

tam - of Him (the Supreme Controller); eva - indeed; saranam gaccha - 
take shelter; sarva-bhavena - in every way; bharata - O descendent of 
Bharata; tat-prasadat - by His mercy; param santim - transcendental 
peace; sthanam - the abode; prapsyasi - you will attain; sasvatam - eternal. 

O descendant of Bharata, surrender completely to Him, that 
Supreme Controller. By His grace, you will attain transcendental 
peace and the supreme eternal abode. 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI: For the purpose of explaining the significance 
of surrendering to Flim, Sri Bhagavan is now speaking this verse 
beginning with tarn eva. Param means ‘when both avidya and vidya 
cease, you will attain Vaikuntha, the eternal abode’. Some people think 
that those who worship Paramatma attain the shelter of Paramatma, 
but later, it will be described how the worshippers of Bhagavan attain 
His shelter. Others constantly think, “My worshipful deity (ista-deva) 
is Sri Krsna, and He is my only guru. He alone will bestow bhakti-yoga 
and beneficial instructions upon me. 1 surrender to Him only. Sri Krsna 
Himself is my AntaryamI, my indwelling witness. May He alone engage 
me in His service. 1 take exclusive shelter of Him.” As Uddhava also says 
in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.29.6), “O Lord, those who are greatly learned, 
who have acquired a duration of life equivalent to that of Brahma, 
and who blissfully remember You, always feel indebted to You. This is 
because You illuminate the embodied entities with the method to attain 
You. You accomplish this externally as the spiritual master ( deary a- 
guru) and internally as the Supersoul ( caitya-guru).” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Here, Sri Bhagavan instructs 
Arjuna to fully surrender to AntaryamI, the indwelling witness in all. He 
is Paramesvara, who is causelessly merciful and who was described in 
the previous verse. Paramesvara is influenced by one-pointed surrender, 
which pleases Him. By His mercy, one can easily attain supreme transcen¬ 
dental peace and go to His imperishable abodes, such as Vaikuntha or 
Goloka. In this world, Bhagavan manifests Himself in five forms for 
the welfare of the jlvas, according to their service attitude. These five 
forms are (1) arca-vigraha - the deity, (2) AntaryamI - the Supersoul, 
(3) vaibhava - incarnations of the Lord, (4) vyuha - expansions and 
(5) para - Sri Krsna Himself. 

krsna yadi krpa hare kono bhagyavane 
guru-antaryaml-rupe sikhaye apane 

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta ( Madhya-llla 22. 47 ) 

To bestow His mercy upon those living entities who possess suffi¬ 
cient accumulated spiritual merit, Bhagavan gives instructions - 
externally as the spiritual master and internally as guru within the 
heart (the caitya-guru) - about surrendering to Him. 

958 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Moksa-Yoga 


Verse 63 


Verse 6 3 

#T ?f TfFRTC^TTci JlfilKJIfilrK' ^FITI 

rRTT ^11II 

iti te jnanam akhyatam guhyad guhyataram maya 
vimrsyaitad asesena yathecchasi tatha kuru 

iti - thus; te - to you; jnanam - transcendental knowledge; akhyatam - has 
been described; guhyat - than the confidential knowledge; guhyataram - 
more confidential; maya - by Me; vimrsya - after reflecting; etat - on this; 
asesena - completely; yatha - as; icchasi - you wish; tatha - so; kuru - do. 

Thus I have instructed you in this knowledge, which is more confi¬ 
dential than the secret knowledge of brahma. Reflect fully on this 
confidential knowledge, and then act as you wish. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Sri Bhagavan is speaking this verse beginning 
with iti to conclude the entire Gita. “One can know karma-yoga, astahga- 
yoga and jhana-yoga by this knowledge. This means that it is even more 
confidential than the knowledge imparted in scriptures delineating 
jhana. Even sages such as Vasistha, Vedavyasa and Narada could not 
reveal it in the scriptures they composed, for their omniscience is 
relative, but Mine is complete. Due to the highly confidential nature of 
this tattva, even these exalted sages are not fully acquainted with it; I do 
not instruct it even to them. Reflect deeply upon My instructions and 
then act as you desire, in accordance with your discretion.” 

In this way, the last set of six chapters has been completed. This 
Bhagavad-gita, consisting of eighteen chapters, is the crest jewel of all 
types of knowledge. It is comprised of three sets of six chapters and 
is like a treasure chest that contains the most precious and unrivalled 
gem, namely, highly confidential bhakti. The first set of six chapters, 
called karma-satka, is the gold-covered base of this chest, and the last 
set of six chapters, jhana-satka, is the gem-studded lid. Bhakti, the set of 
six chapters situated in between these two satkas, is the most precious 
wealth within the three worlds. Containing the power to control 
and overpower Sri Krsna, bhakti is situated within this chest like an 
excellent and beautiful gem. The forthcoming two verses (18.65-66), 
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the first beginning with man-mana bhava, consist of sixty-four syllables. 
They should be regarded as the pure maidservant of this bhakti, being 
situated as the upper covering of the entire chest. 

SARARTHA-VARSINl PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In this present verse, Sri 
Bhagavan is presenting His conclusion to Bhagavad-gita. He says that 
knowledge of His impersonal aspect, brahma-jnana, as previously 
described, is confidential; knowledge of His aspect as the Supersoul, 
paramatma-jnana, is more confidential; and knowledge of Him, the 
Supreme Person, bhagavat-jnana, is most confidential. He will clearly 
explain this in the following verse. Vrajendra-nandana Sri Krsna alone 
is the non-dual Absolute Truth ( advaya-jhana-svarupa ) and the ultimate 
limit of para-tattva. He has three manifestations: brahma (His bodily efful¬ 
gence), Paramatma (His localized aspect) and Bhagavan (His personal 
aspect, the Supreme Lord Himself). As Srlmad-Bhagavatam (1.2.11) states: 

vadanti tat tattva-vidas tattvam yaj jnanam advayam 
brahmeti paramatmeti bhagavan iti sabdyate 

Those who are knowers of the Truth ( tattva-vit ) realize that non-dual 
Absolute Truth in three aspects. Brahma only has the characteristic 
of cit, or consciousness, and is the first manifestation of that tattva. 
Paramatma, the extension of that cit, is the second manifestation. 
And Bhagavan, who manifests as cid-vilasa-rupa (He who performs 
transcendental, amorous pastimes) is the third manifestation. That 
tattva is known by three names in these three states. 

The three manifestations of Vrajendra-nandana Sri Krsna are 
brahma, Paramatma and Bhagavan. Realization of brahma (the 
effulgence emanating from His body) is the perverted reflection of cid- 
amsa, the conscious aspect of the Absolute Truth. It does not yield full 
understanding of the Truth. Realization of Paramatma comprises partial 
realization of sat (eternality) and cit (cognizance). And realization of 
Bhagavan is the complete realization of the Absolute in the form of sat 
(eternality), cit (cognizance) and ananda (complete bliss). 

Here, brahma-jnana is called confidential ( guhya ), paramatma-jnana 
more confidential ( guhyatara ) and bhagavat-jnana the most confidential 
( guhyatama). 
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This most confidential bhagavat-jnana also has three divisions: Sri 
Krsna is complete in Dvaraka, more complete in Mathura and most 
complete in Vrndavana, or Gokula. Arjuna, Krsna’s friend in His 
Dvaraka pastimes, is only familiar with His complete feature. 

The eighteen chapters of the Gita are divided into three divisions 
of six. The first six chapters describe niskama-karma-yoga, the yoga 
of offering the result of one’s selflessly performed prescribed duty to 
Bhagavan. The second six chapters describe bhakti-yoga, the yoga of 
pure devotion, and the third six chapters describe jnana-yoga, the yoga 
of transcendental knowledge. One should not think that jnana-yoga 
is the highest and final conclusion just because it comes at the end 
of this scripture. Rather, the meaning is hidden: bhakti-yoga, which 
is situated in between karma-yoga and jnana-yoga, gives strength to 
both, enabling karma and jnana to give their results. Karma-yoga and 
jnana-yoga are useless without the shelter of bhakti. Therefore, the 
Gita is like a treasure chest, its base being karma-yoga, its upper lid 
being jnana-yoga, and the great wealth of Bhakti-devi being situated 
like a precious gem in between. In this way, people in general can 
understand that the first six chapters are confidential, the last six 
chapters are more confidential, and the middle six chapters are the 
most confidential. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “Knowledge of 
the impersonal aspect of Bhagavan ( brahma-jnana ), which I explained 
to you earlier, is secret. Knowledge of the localized aspect of Bhagavan 
( paramatma-jnana ), which is now being explained, is more secret. 
Reflect on this thoroughly and do as you wish. 

“If you want to achieve brahma by taking shelter of jnana through the 
yoga of selfless action and in this way gradually achieve devotion to Me 
that is beyond the modes of nature, then perform your actions in this 
battle as niskama-karma. And if you want to surrender to Paramatma, 
then engage in battle while offering your actions to Isvara, performing 
the duty born of your ksatriya nature, as prompted by Him. Then 
Isvara, who is My avatara (incarnation), will gradually bestow upon 
you that bhakti which is transcendental to the modes. Whatever your 
conclusion, understand that to fight is certainly beneficial for you.” 
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Verse 64 

■H 44rl H ^T: ^ WT cHT: I 

^ cTcTf WTlfa ?f 

sarva-guhyatamam bhuyah srnu me paramam vacah 
isto ’si me drdham id tato vaksyami te hitam 

sarva-guhyatamam - the most confidential of all instructions; bhuyah - 
again; srnu - hear; me - My; paramam - supreme; vacah - instruction; 
istah - very dear; asi - you are; me - to Me; drdham - extremely; iti - knowing; 
tatah - therefore; vaksyami - I shall speak; te - for your; hitam - welfare. 

Again hear My supreme instruction, the most confidential of all 
knowledge. You are extremely dear to Me, and therefore, I am 
speaking this for your benefit. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: When Sri Krsna saw that His dear friend Arjuna 
had fallen silent while deliberating on the deep and grave meanings 
of this Gita, His heart, which is as soft as butter, melted and He said, 
“O Arjuna, My dear friend, now, in these concluding eight verses, I 
will speak the very essence of all scriptures to you.” Arjuna may ask, 
“Why will You take further trouble to explain this?” Sri Bhagavan thus 
responded with this verse beginning with sarva-guhyatamam. “In the 
verse beginning with man-mana bhava mad-bhakto, I will again impart 
to you the king of all knowledge ( raja-vidya raja-guhyam ), the essence 
of the Ninth Chapter. This is indeed the supreme statement, for it is 
the essence of the Gita, which is itself the essence of all scriptures. The 
word guhyatamam means that nothing more confidential than this can 
be found anywhere. It is absolute. I am reiterating this for your ultimate 
benefit, because you are My very dear friend ( isto ’si me drdham iti). And 
why would I not? After all, a person will reveal his most confidential 
secrets only to his dear-most friend.” 

Some versions of the Gita use the phrase isto ’si me drdha-matih 
instead of drdham iti. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sri Gita is called an 
Upanisad. It is the essence of the Vedas and the Upanisads. One can 
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only understand its innermost intention by the mercy of Bhagavan 
or His devotees. These confidential instructions cannot possibly be 
understood merely on the strength of one’s intelligence or through 
the medium of karmis, jnanls or non-devotees who consider the form 
of Bhagavan to be illusory and devoid of potency. Only the exclusive, 
fully surrendered devotees of Krsna can, by His grace, become aware 
of these most confidential instructions. This verse is spoken by Sri 
Bhagavan for the explicit purpose of explaining this secret. 

Arjuna is Sri Krsna’s fully surrendered devotee and is very dear to 
Him. He is therefore qualified to hear this most confidential instruction. 
In the same way, only such pure devotees of Krsna are capable of com¬ 
prehending this most secret instruction of the Gita, not others. 

The aikantika-bhaktas are exclusively surrendered to Krsna, 
knowing Him to be the Absolute Truth, composed of eternality, know¬ 
ledge and bliss, and therefore, they actively engage in following His 
instructions and directions, being freed from any doubt or controversy. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “I spoke brahma- 
jnana, knowledge of My featureless aspect, to you. This knowledge is 
confidential ( guhya ). And I told you of Isvara-jhana, knowledge of My 
localized aspect, which is more confidential ( guhyatara ). Now, I am 
instructing you on bhagavat-jnana, knowledge of My personal aspect, 
which is most confidential ( guhyatama ). Please listen. This bhagavat- 
jnana is superior to all the other teachings I have given in Bhagavad- 
glta. I am imparting it to you for your welfare, because you are very 
dear to Me.” 


Verse 65 

‘Ref *T1 I 

^ fiRtsftr ^n^mi 

man-mana bhava mad-bhakto mad-yaji mam namaskuru 
mam evaisyasi satyam te pratijane priyo ’si me 

mat-manah - offer your mind to Me; bhava - become; mat-bhaktah - My 
devotee (engage in hearing and chanting about My name, form, etc.); mat- 
yajl - My worshipper; mam - to Me; namaskuru - offer your obeisances; 
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mam - Me; evaisyasi - you shall attain; satyam - truthfully; te - to you; 
pratijane - I promise; priyah - dear; asi - are; me - to Me. 

Absorb your consciousness in Me; become My devotee by dedi¬ 
cating yourself to such practices as hearing about and glorifying 
My names, forms, qualities and pastimes; worship Me; and offer 
obeisances to Me. Thus, you will certainly attain Me. This truth I 
swear to you because you are most dear to Me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Man-mana bhava means that, becoming My 
exclusive devotee, you should meditate on Me. Do not become a jnanl 
or yogi and contemplate Me as they do.” Alternatively, man-mana bhava 
means, “You should become like that person who has offered his mind 
to Me, Syamasundara, who am showering upon you a sweet, merciful 
glance from My most beautiful moon-like face, which is adorned with 
exquisite arched eyebrows and soft curly hair. Mad-bhaktah means 
to offer your senses to Me. In other words, worship Me by engaging 
all your senses in service to Me; hear and chant My glories, see My 
deity form, cleanse and decorate My temple, collect flowers and make 
garlands, decorate Me with ornaments, offer Me an umbrella, fan Me 
with a yak-tail whisk and perform other services. Mad-yajl means to 
worship Me, offering Me articles such as fragrances, flowers, incense, a 
ghee lamp and foodstuffs. Mam namaskuru means to fall to the ground 
and offer obeisance with either eight or five limbs of your body. Mam 
evaisyasi means you will surely achieve Me by performing the four 
activities of thinking, serving, worshipping and offering obeisances, or 
even by performing just one of them. Offer Me your mind and all your 
senses, such as your ear and tongue, and in return I will give Myself to 
you. This is the truth; do not doubt it.” 

According to the Amara-kosa, the words satya (truth), sapatha (vow) 
and tathya (fact) are synonymous. Arjuna may say, “The people of 
Mathura take vows at every step, but in fact they are unable to maintain 
them, so how can I have faith in the vow of You, who are the Lord of 
Mathura?” Sri Bhagavan responds, “Although what you say is true, I am 
making this promise because you are very dear to Me. A person does 
not deceive those who are dear to him.” 
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SArARTHA-VARSINI PR AK ASIK A-VRTTI: Man-mana bhava means ‘to 
absorb one’s mind exclusively in Krsna’. Sri Krsna Himself has accepted 
the gopls as the epitome of man-mana bhava, and He expresses this to 
Uddhava ( Srlmad-Bhagavatam 10.46.4-6): 

ta man-manaska mat-prana mad-arthe tyahta-daihikah 
mam eva dayitam prestham atmanam manasa gatah 

ye tyakta-loka-dharmas ca mad-arthe tan bibharmy aham 
mayi tah preyasam presthe dura-sthe gokula-striyah 

smarantyo ’nga vimuhyanti virahautkanthya-vihvalah 
dharayanty ati-krcchrena prayah pranan kathancana 
pratyagamana-sandesair ballavyo me mad-atmikah 

Dear Uddhava, the minds of the gopls are always absorbed in Me. I 
am their very life and their all-in-all. It is for My sake alone that they 
have relinquished everything, including their homes, husbands, 
sons, relatives, shyness and religious principles. They constantly 
remain absorbed in thoughts of Me alone. Because they have faith 
in My statement, ‘I will come,’ they are maintaining their lives 
somehow or other with great difficulty and are waiting for Me. 

This description of the gopls anxiety in their separation from Krsna 
is the highest example of man-mana bhava. Now hear about the gopls’ 
absorption in Krsna while they are in purva-raga, that state prior to 
meeting with Him. 

Once, a newly married gopl came to live in Nandagaon. This gopl 
had heard of Krsna’s name and His supremely attractive and wonderful 
activities, yet she had never had the good fortune to see Him directly. 
Every day, Krsna sounded His flute as He entered the forest to tend 
the cows with His friends. Upon hearing that sound, all the residents 
of Vraja would gather on the royal path, eager to see the unparalleled 
sweetness of His beauty. Some stood on the balconies and some climbed 
trees. Some stood near the path and some peeped through windows. 
That newly-married gopl also longed to go there and see Krsna, but her 
mother-in-law forbade her, saying, “A black snake out there will bite 
you; you should not go.” 

The newly-wedded bride contended this. “Your daughter has gone 
out, so why do you forbid me?” But her mother-in-law would not relent. 
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The young gopi neglected this instruction and sneaked to behind 
a grove beside the royal path, which allowed her to see Sri Krsna. 
Understanding her mind, Krsna slightly twisted the tail of a calf, who 
took off, running and jumping over to that new gopi, coming to a stop 
just near her. Krsna chased after the calf and finally arrived at that very 
spot. For a mere moment He stood there in His beautiful threefold¬ 
bending form, touched the chin of that gopi with His flute and then 
ran off to rejoin His friends. The new gopi, now totally absorbed in the 
sweetness of Krsna’s beautiful form, lost her external consciousness 
and stood motionless as Krsna entered the forest. 

A considerable amount of time passed. When she did not return 
home, her mother-in-law came searching for her. Upon finding her 
in that condition, she shook that gopi and cried, “What 1 feared has 
happened! You have been bitten by that black snake.” 

She brought the gopi back to the house and ordered her to extract 
butter from yogurt kept in a clay pot. The bride still had not regained 
her external consciousness. Mistaking a pot full of mustard seeds for 
yogurt, she began to churn. Sometimes she would churn the mustard 
seeds and sometimes not, so sometimes a harsh sound came from her 
churning and sometimes no sound. Noticing this, her mother-in-law 
ordered her to bring water from the well instead. She placed three pots 
on the gopi’s head, one on top of the other. She then placed a rope in one 
hand and a little baby to carry on her hip in the other arm. She then sent 
her to fetch water from the well. 

The bride went to the well and prepared the rope to haul water, but 
she was not in her natural state of mind and proceeded to tie the rope 
around the baby’s neck. The other gopis at the well stopped her, crying, 
“Alas, alas! What has happened to her? ft seems that she is possessed 
by a ghost!” But some gopis knew the reality of the situation. “No, no,” 
they said, “it is not a ghost that has possessed her but the son of Nanda 
Maharaja.” 

This is an example of man-mana bhava. 

The instruction mad-bhakto bhava (become My devotee) is for those 
who cannot become absorbed in Krsna as the gopis are. Mad-bhakto 
bhava means to offer oneself fully unto the lotus feet of Bhagavan. How 
can a bhakta render service continuously? In this regard, the story of 
Prahlada has been described in Srimad-Bhagavatam (7.5.23-24): 
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srl-prahlada uvaca 

sravanam klrtanam visnoh smaranam pada-sevanam 
arcanam vandanam dasyam sakhyam atma-nivedanam 

iti pumsarpita visnau bhaktis cen nava-lahsana 
kriyeta bhagavaty addha tan manye ’dhltam uttama 

Prahlada Maharaja said, “O my dear father, bhahti to Sri Visnu is 
performed in nine ways: hearing and chanting about Him, remem¬ 
bering His name, form, qualities, pastimes, etc., rendering service 
to His lotus feet, worshipping Him, praying to Him, serving Him, 
making friendship with Him and surrendering one’s self to Him. If 
these nine types of bhahti are performed to Bhagavan in a mood of 
surrender, then I consider that to be the best of all education.” 

Maharaja Ambarisa is a shining example of complete surrender. 
Srimad-Bhagavatam (9.4.18-20) describes how he performed bhahti to 
Krsna. 

sa vai manah krsna-padaravindayor 
vacamsi vaihun tha-gunanuvarnane 
karau barer mandira-marjanadisu 
srutim caharacyuta-sat-kathodaye 

mukunda-lingalaya-darsane drsau 

tad-bhrtya-gatra-sparse ’nga-sangamam 
ghianam ca tat-pada-saroja-saurabhe 
srimat-tulasya rasanam tad-arpite 

padau hareh ksetra-padanusarpane 
siro hrsikesa-padabhivandane 
kamam ca dasye na tu hama-kamyaya 
yathottama-sloka-janasraya ratih 

He fixed his mind on the lotus feet of Sri Krsnacandra, his speech 
in glorifying the qualities of Bhagavan, his hands in cleansing the 
temple of Sri Hari and his ears in hearing the auspicious pastimes 
of Bhagavan Acyuta. He engaged his eyes in seeing the deity and 
temples of Mukunda, his body and limbs in touching the bodies of 
His devotees, his nose in smelling the transcendental fragrance of 
Tulasi offered at His feet, and his tongue in honouring the prasada 
that had been offered to Bhagavan. He utilized his feet for walking 
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to the holy abodes of Bhagavan, and his head in offering obeisances 
at His lotus feet. He offered all paraphernalia such as garlands 
and sandalwood in the service of Bhagavan. He did all this, not to 
acquire material enjoyment, but to attain pure love for Bhagavan, 
which resides in His devotees only. Glorification of them serves to 
purify everyone. 

Bilvamangala is an example of such a devotee. He was born in a 
village on the bank of the Krsna-venna River in South India. He was a 
great scholar of the Vedas and Vedanta, but he was overly attached to 
a prostitute named Cintamani. One evening it was raining heavily, but 
still, he was so obsessed with desire to meet Cintamani that he set out 
for her residence, not caring for the bad weather. On the way, he had 
to cross a river, which on that terrifying night was flooded. In fact, it 
looked like the very form of death. There were no means to cross that 
river, so in desperation Bilvamangala took the aid of a floating corpse. 
Upon reaching Cintamani’s house, he saw that her gate was closed. 
Bilvamangala saw something hanging from her boundary wall and used 
it to scale the wall, thinking it was a rope, but in fact it was a snake. While 
climbing down the other side of the wall, however, he slipped and fell to 
the ground, making a loud crash and losing consciousness. Cintamani 
and her friends ran out to see what had happened. Flashes of lightning 
illuminated the scene and enabled her to recognize Bilvamangala. At 
that point she understood everything. Reproaching herself, Cintamani 
chastized Bilvamangala severely. “If only you were as attached to the lotus 
feet of Sri Krsna as you are to me, you would certainly become a supremely 
blessed man.” 

As Bilvamangala regained consciousness, he heard Cintamani’s 
words, which pierced his heart. He immediately saw the folly of his 
activities and decided to end his sinful ways immediately and journey 
on foot to Vrndavana. On the way, he became thirsty, and when he saw 
a young woman hauling water from a well, he went over to her. That 
woman’s beauty was so exquisite that he became attracted and even 
followed her to her home. 

The woman’s husband noted Bilvamangala’s dress and demeanor 
and took him to be a saint. He showed him due respect, inviting him 
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into his home and offering him a seat. Bilvamangala then requested 
the man to call his wife. When she entered the room, Bilvamangala 
asked her for her two hairpins. He took them and immediately pierced 
both his eyes. “These eyes have become the cause of my degraded, 
wretched condition!” he lamented grievously. “By them, f become 
attracted by their sense objects - beautiful women. Where there is 
no cause there can be no effect!” Now blind, he again started for 
Vrndavana, blood flowing profusely from his eyes. But his heart had 
become purified. After only walking a short distance, a boy came to 
him, and in a very sweet voice asked, “O Baba, where are you going?” 

“I am going to Vrndavana,” Bilvamangala replied. 

The boy said, “I am also going to Vrndavana. Please grasp hold of 
My walking stick.” That boy was none other than Murali-manohara Sri 
Krsna Himself, He who captivates the mind by playing His murali flute. 

Mad-yajl means ‘to perform worship of Me’ (arcana). The steady 
practice of arcana is on a slightly lower level than that of mad-bhakto. 
Sri Bhagavan therefore says, “If you cannot be a devotee ( mad-bhakto ) 
like Bilvamangala, then perform worship of Me.” What should the 
determination of one who performs arcana to Sri Bhagavan be like? To 
illustrate this, I will relate a story from our own experience that took 
place here in Mathura, India. 

There used to be a baba (saintly person) in Mathura who worshipped 
his salagrama-sila with steadfast faith. He did not have complete 
knowledge of the various limbs of arcana (worship), but whatever 
worship he performed, he did with great faith and devotion. He had 
taken a vow to bathe in Yamuna every day during the early morning 
period of brahma-muhurta, and to worship his salagrama with Yamuna 
water only. Once, on the Amavasya (dark-moon day) in the month of 
Magha, the cold winter month from mid-January to mid-February, it 
rained the entire night and a strong chilly wind blew. It was pitch- 
dark and he had no idea of the time because no stars were visible 
in the sky. He had woken long before the brahma-muhurta hour and 
set out to take his bath. Yamuna’s waters were as cold as ice and he 
was shivering due to the extreme chilliness, but he still took bath 
just to maintain his vow. He then started back for his home, carrying 
the Yamuna water for his worship. His return home was arduous, 
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with the dense darkness, heavy rain and the weak condition of his 
shivering body, but he was anxious to worship his deity. Suddenly, he 
saw somebody coming toward him carrying a lantern. It was a young 
boy holding a blanket over His head to shield Himself from the rain. 
He came up to the baba and asked, “Baba, where are you going?” The 
man told Him where he lived and the boy said, “I am also going that 
way. Come with Me and I will take you to your house.” 

He proceeded to walk with that boy and reached his house very 
quickly. Just as he was about to enter, he thought, “Let me ask this boy 
His name.” But what a wonder! Although the baba looked everywhere he 
was unable to see that boy, not even a trace of Him. Standing there like a 
stone, he lamented, “Alas! That chaliya (transcendental cheater) Himself 
came to protect my vow, and upon cheating me, He has gone away.” 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (6.3.29) illustrates the meaning of mam 
namaskuru with Yamaraja’s instructions to the Yamadutas: 

jihva na vakti bhagavad-guna-namadheyam 
cetas ca na smarati tac-caranaravindam 
krsnaya no namati yac-chira ekadapi 

tan anayadhvam asato ’krta-visnu-krtyan 

O Yamadutas, bring me only those sinful people whose tongues do 
not chant the name of Krsna, whose minds do not remember the lotus 
feet of Krsna, and whose heads have not bowed even once before Sri 
Krsna, because they have never performed a single act of bhakti. 

“Dasasvamedhi punar etijanma krsna-pranami na punar bhavaya - a 
person who performs ten asvamedha-yajnas has to take birth again, but 
those who offer obeisances to Krsna even once never take birth again.” 

“Sakrt pranaml krsnasya mdtuh stanyam piben nahi - one who bows 
down to Krsna does not have to drink a mother’s breast-milk again.” 

While explaining the word namah in Bhakti-sandarbha (169), Sola 
Jiva Gosvami writes vandanam namaskaram. “Akrura attained bhakti 
to Krsna by paying obeisances.” The Skanda Parana describes the 
glory of paying obeisances in the following way: 

sathyepi namaskaram kurvatah sarnga-dhanvine 
satajanmarjitam papam tat-ksanad eva nasyati 


970 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Moksa-Yoga 


Verses 65-66 


Even if a person deceitfully bows down to Sri Visnu, who carries 
the bow called sarriga in His hand, his sins accumulated from one 
hundred lives are immediately destroyed. 

Verse 66 

TF^FlfH oFT I 

3^ ?srf TTt^RiMirM *rr ^fbii^ii 

sarva-dharman parityajya mam ekam saranam vraja 

aham tvam sarva-papebhyo moksayisyami ma sucah 

sarva-dharman - all other prescribed duties such as varnasrama, the four 
social orders and four spiritual orders; parityajya - abandoning; mam - 
of Me; ekam - exclusive; saranam - shelter; vraja - take; aham - I; tvdm - 
you; sarva-papebhyah - from all sinful reactions; moksayisyami - shall 
deliver; ma sucah - do not grieve. 

Completely abandoning all bodily and mental dharma, such as 
varna and dsrama, fully surrender to Me alone. I shall liberate 
you from all reactions to your sins. Do not grieve. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “Should I perform dhyana, meditation on You, 
and also fulfil my dsrama-dharma (religious duties in accordance with 
a particular stage of life, or dsrama)? Or should I exclusively perform 
meditation and so forth, and not depend on any other dharma ?” 
In response, Sri Bhagavan speaks this verse beginning with sarva- 
dharman. “Renouncing all types of varnasrama-dharma, take exclusive 
shelter of Me.” 

It is incorrect to translate the word parityajya as sannyasa (complete 
renunciation of karma ) because as a ksatriya, Arjuna did not have the 
qualification to take sannyasa. Someone may say, “Krsna is making 
Arjuna an instrument to show that he does not have the qualification 
for sannyasa. But is He, in fact, indicating that this instruction is for 
common people who may consider that they have that qualification, 
and not for Arjuna, who was a ksatriya ?” In answer to this, it is said 
that if this instruction regarding sannyasa had been applicable to 
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Arjuna, who is the prime object of Krsna’s instructions, it would be 
applicable to all others, and not otherwise. Furthermore, it is also not 
appropriate to translate the word parityajya as ‘renouncing the fruits 
of one’s activities’. Srlmad-Bhagavatam (i 1.5.41) states: 

devarsi-bhutapta-nrnam pitrnam 
na kihkaro nayam rnl ca rajan 
sarvatmana yah saranam saranyam 
gato mukundam parihrtya kartam 

One who gives up the false ego of being the doer and accepts, with 
his whole being ( atma ), the shelter of He who is the supreme shelter 
Sri Mukunda, becomes free from any obligations to the demigods, 
sages, living entities, family members and forefathers. 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam (11.29.34) also states: 

martyo yada tyakta-samasta-karma 
niveditatma viciklrsito me 
tadamrtatvam pratipadyamano 
mayatma-bhuyaya ca kalpate vai 

When a person renounces all types of karma and completely 
surrenders himself to Me, by My will he becomes more opulent than 
a yogi or a jnanl. Within no time, he attains liberation (mukti) and 
becomes qualified to receive opulences like My own. 

Another verse from Srlmad-Bhagavatam (n.20.9) states: 

tavat karmani kurvlta na nirvidyeta ydvatd 
mat-katha-sravanadau va sraddhayavan najayate 

Until a person develops detachment from sense objects and attains 
faith in hearing narrations about Me, he should continue to perform 
his nitya (obligatory) and naimittika (incidental) duties. 

Also, in Srlmad-Bhagavatam (n.11.32) it says: 

ajnayaivam gunan dosan mayadistan api svakan 
dharman santyajya yah sarvan mam bhajeta sa tu sattamah 

Those who render service to Me, having abandoned all types of 
religious duties, and having understood the inherent positive and 
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negative aspects of the prescribed duties instructed by Me in the 
Vedas, are counted among the best of sadhus. 

It is necessary to explain the meaning of this Gita verse in accordance 
with the above profound statements of Sri Bhagavan, and to reconcile 
their meanings. The word pari (parityaja ) indicates that the highest 
objective of these instructions is not to renounce the fruits of one’s 
duties. “Rather, you should take absolute shelter of Me and not surrender 
to dharmajnana, yoga or any of the demigods. Previously, it was stated 
that you do not have the qualification to perform exclusive devotion 
( ananya-bhakti ) to Me. Therefore, in statements such as yat karosi yad 
asnasi (Gita 9.27), I have explained that your qualification is to perform 
bhakti along with your prescribed duty ( karma-misra-bhakti ). Now, 
however, I am mercifully bestowing upon you the qualification to 
execute aikdntika-bhakti, exclusive devotion. I have solemnly declared 
that this exclusive devotion is attained only by the great fortune of 
receiving the mercy of My aikantika-bhaktas. But just as I will break My 
vow for Grandsire Bhlsma, I am breaking this vow so as to personally 
bestow upon you the qualification to perform exclusive devotion. If you 
give up your regular and occasional duties ( nitya-naimittika karma ) just 
to pursue My order, you will not have to face any reaction. I alone, in the 
form of the Vedas, have given the instruction to perform nitya-karma, 
and now I am personally ordering you to give it up. If you accept My 
order, where is the possibility of your incurring sin by abandoning your 
regular prescribed duty ( nitya-karma )? On the contrary, if you choose 
to ignore My direct order and instead continue to perform nitya-karma, 
then certainly you will incur sin. Know this for certain.” 

If a person surrenders to someone, he remains under that person’s 
ownership and control, just like a purchased animal. Whatever the master 
commands him to do, he does that only; wherever he keeps him, he stays 
there only; whatever food he gives him, he eats that only. This is the 
fundamental principle of dharma, the symptom of which is full surrender, 
or saranagati. The Vayu Parana lists the six aspects of saranagati: 

anukulyasya sankalpah pratikulyasya varjanam 
raksisyatiti visvaso goptrtve varanam tatha 
atma-niksepa-karpan ye sad-vidha saranagatih 
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The six types of surrender: ( 1 ) to accept that which is favourable to 
krsna-bhakti , ( 2 ) to reject that which is unfavourable, ( 3 ) to have the 
strong faith‘Bhagavan will protect me’, ( 4 ) to feel dependent, thinking 
‘Bhagavan will take care of me’, ( 5 ) to be fully self-surrendered, and 
(6) to be humble. 

To remain devotedly engaged for the pleasure of one’s worshipable 
deity, as established in the bhakti-sastras, is favourable ( anukulya ), 
and any acts contrary to this are unfavourable ( pratikulya ). Varana, 
choosing Him as one’s maintainer, means to feel, ‘He alone is my 
protector; I have no one other than Him’. Raksisyati refers to the 
faith seen in those such as Gajendra and Draupadl: “Whenever I am 
threatened by some unfavourable situation, He will surely protect 
me.” Niksepana means to devote one’s gross and subtle body, as well 
as one’s own self, for the sole purpose of serving Sri Krsna. Akarpanya 
means to not express one’s humility anywhere else [but to Sri Krsna 
alone]. When these six activities are performed to attain Bhagavan, it 
is called saranagati. 

Arjuna may doubt, “If beginning from today, I surrender to 
You and You alone, then my sole duty is to remain surrendered, 
whether I attain auspiciousness or inauspiciousness, as You have 
described. In this way, Your engaging me in religious activity only 
is no cause for anxiety. But what will my destination be if You, the 
supremely independent Lord, engage me in sinful acts?” In response, 
Sri Bhagavan says, “I will liberate you from all your accumulated sins, 
past and present, as well as from any sins I may cause you to perform. I 
am capable of liberating you from sin, unlike any other master. Having 
made you My instrument, I am giving you this instruction from 
scripture for the benefit of every human being.” 

The meaning of ma sucah is as follows: 

“Do not worry for yourself or for others. I am bound by My vow to 
carry the burden of freeing any person like you, who is dedicated to 
remembering Me, from all his sins and deliver him from the cycle of 
birth and death. If such a person fixes his mind upon Me, completely 
giving up his sva-dharma or para-dharma and if he remains happily 
situated, having surrendered to Me, I am also bound to carry the burden 
of providing him with the means to achieve Me. What more can I say? I 
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am even ready to accept the burden of maintaining his material life, as 
1 stated when 1 spoke ananyas cintayanto mam (Gita 9.22). 

“Do not grieve by thinking, ‘Alas! f have placed such a heavy load 
on my Lord and master!’ For Me, there is absolutely no labour involved 
in accepting this burden, for 1 am always kindly disposed towards 
My devotee (bhakta-vatsala) and am satya-sahkalpa, one whose vows 
always hold true. This instruction eliminates the need for any other. 1 
therefore conclude this scripture here.” 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the previous verse, Sri Krsna 
gave the most confidential instruction of Bhagavad-glta concerning 
pure devotion ( suddha-bhakti ). Now, in this present verse, Fie states that 
to become qualified to receive this suddha-bhakti, it is first necessary 
to surrender exclusively to Him. Here, the word sarva-dharman means 
that the practice of varnasrama-dharma, prescribed action (karma), 
knowledge (jnana), mystic perfection (yoga), demigod worship and any 
bodily or mental action apart from the path of bhajana of Sri Krsna, are 
all based on the bodily or mental platform and should be abandoned. It 
is not correct to think that the sole meaning of parityajya is to renounce 
attachment to prescribed duty and its results. The innermost intention 
of Bhagavan’s statement is to completely give up prescribed duty 
altogether. This is the deeper meaning of the prefix pari. 

Someone may think that sinful reaction may be incurred by one who 
gives up all other dharma as described above, to exclusively surrender 
to Sri Krsna. This doubt may exist in the minds of common, faithful 
persons, so to remove it, Sri Krsna has made this declaration, thus 
bestowing fearlessness upon them: “ sarva-papebhyo moksayisyami ma 
sucah - do not grieve; I will certainly free you from all types of sins.” 

eta saba chadi dra varnasrama-dharma 
akincana halya laya krsnaika-sarana 

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya-llla 22. 93) 

One should give up the bad association of mayavadls, who are bereft 
of bhakti, as well as karmls, yogis, materialists, womanisers and 
those who associate with such womanisers. One should even give 
up varnasrama-dharma and take full shelter of Krsna, and become 
humble, meek and devoid of attachment to material possessions. 
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One who does not follow this instruction cannot embrace the moods 
described in the previous verse. As long as one falsely identifies the 
body as his true self, he will fear that by abandoning dharma he will 
incur sin. For this reason, Sri Bhagavan has to take a vow that He will 
free one from any sin incurred by giving up all dharma. Even after 
making this promise, He again raises His hand to reassure Arjuna and 
make him fearless. And he tells him, “Do not grieve.” 

In the conversation between Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and Sri 
Ramananda Raya (Raya Ramananda Samvada ), Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu 
said that even thisstage of devotion (sarva-dharman parity ajy a- abandon 
all other dharma ) is external, since a loving relationship with Krsna is 
absent. It merely gives one the qualification required to understand the 
mood of the previous verse (18.65). One who does not become firmly fixed 
in the spirit of this verse will not be able to understand the purport of 
the previous one. It will be impossible, like trying to catch an imaginary 
flower in the sky. Pure devotees naturally possess a pure ego - ‘I am a 
servant of Krsna’ - and therefore, they naturally renounce varnasrama- 
dharma of their own accord. No sin or irregularity affects them because 
they are completely renounced. Such devotees are uttama-adhikaris, the 
topmost class of Vaisnava. 

ajnayaivam gunan dosan mayd distan api svahan 
dharman santyajya yah sarvan mam bhajeta sa ca sattamah 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (n. 11.32) 

Those who render service to Me, having abandoned all types of 
dharma and having understood the inherent positive and negative 
aspects of prescribed duties as instructed by Me in the Vedas, are 
counted among the best of saintly persons. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura quotes Krsna as saying, “I have 
instructed you in the various types of dharmas, or religious duties, 
such as varnasrama-dharma, yati-dharma (the renounced order), 
vairagya (detachment), control of the mind and senses, meditation, 
and the acceptance of the domination of Isvara, the Supersoul. I gave 
these instructions so that you can attain brahma-jnana and t svara- 
jhana. Now, completely give up all these religious processes and 
exclusively surrender to Me, the Supreme Lord. Only if you surrender 
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in this way will I deliver you from all types of sins, whether those 
sins are caused by material existence or by renouncing these other 
dharmas. You should not lament that you are not performing these 
activities. The true constitutional nature of the living entity is easily 
awakened by the performance of that bhakti which is transcendental 
to the modes of nature. One is not required to perform religious duties, 
prescribed duties, atonements and so forth, or jnana, mysticism, 
meditation or any other process. In the conditioned state, one should 
perform bodily, mental and spiritual activities, but he should abandon 
any adherence to the impersonal feature of Bhagavan and surrender 
to Him, being attracted by His beauty and sweetness. This means that 
whatever karma an embodied living entity performs to maintain his 
life should be executed with these higher types of resolve ( nistha ). 
Those whose nistha is on a low level perform akarma - avoidance 
of one’s duty; vikarma - sinful activities; and so forth, which create 
unwanted obstacles and desires. 

“The higher nistha is of three types: brahma-nistha (devotion to the 
Lord’s featureless aspect), I svara-nistha (devotion to the Supersoul) 
and bhagavad-nistha (devotion to the Supreme Person). All processes 
such as varnasrama and renunciation assume their respective natures 
by adopting one of these types of nistha. 

“Action that is performed with brahma-nistha manifests karma 
and jnana. Action that is performed with Is vara-nistha manifests 
as offering one’s prescribed action to Isvara and meditating upon 
Him. And action that is performed with bhagavad-nistha transforms 
into exclusive, pure devotion. Therefore, bhakti alone is the most 
confidential truth, and prema is the supreme goal of life. This, only, 
is the principal teaching of Bhagavad-gita. It may seem from external 
observation that the lifestyle of the karmls, jhanls and yogis is just like 
that of the bhaktas, but their method of worship, their sadhana and 
their ultimate goal are vastly different.” 

Verse 67 

^ ^ HRTTTSFR HHTrBFT ^I^Ffl 

H H xl *TI lltyall 
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idam te natapaskaya nabhaktaya kadacana 
na casusrusave vacyam na ca mam yo ’bhyasuyati 

idam - this Bhagavad-gltcr, te - by you; na - nor; atapaskaya - with 
uncontrolled senses; na - not; abhaktaya - to a non-devotee; kadacana - 
at any time; ca - also; asusrusave - to one who is devoid of a service 
mentality; vacyam - be spoken; na - not; ca - and; mam - of Me; yah 
abhyasuyati - one who is envious. 

You should never explain this scripture of Srimad Bhagavad-gita 
to one whose senses are uncontrolled, to a non-devotee, to one 
devoid of a serving mood, or to one who is envious of Me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Thus, having completed His instructions on 
Srimad Bhagavad-gita, Sri Bhagavan elaborates on the rules by which a 
sampradaya is to continue. In other words, He delineates the criteria by 
which one can ascertain who is qualified to receive these instructions. 
One whose senses are not under control is called atapaska. Smrti 
states, “Control of the mind and the senses is the highest penance.” 

The instructions of the Gita should notbe imparted to a non-devotee, 
even if his senses are controlled. Nor should they be given to a devotee 
who may be self-controlled but not interested in submissively hearing 
(asusrusu ). “A person may be self-controlled, he may be a devotee, 
and he may hear submissively, but if he is envious of Me, he is not 
qualified for the Gita’s message. ‘Mdm yo’ bhyasuyati - 1 am the Supreme 
Absolute Truth and transcendental to all material designations.’ If he 
considers Me to be one with maya and My existence to be illusory and 
temporary, then this message of the Gita must never be given to him 
in any way.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In the present verse, Sri Krsna 
is establishing the necessary qualification to hear the instructions of 
the Gita. The tattva of the Gita should never be instructed to those who 
are envious of Sri Krsna, who consider His transcendental form to be 
illusory, who are devoid of bhakti to guru and the Vaisnavas, who do not 
render any service to them, and who have no control over their senses. 
None of these people are qualified to receive the Gita’s instructions. 
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Although unable to fully realize the essence of Krsna’s instruction, 
they still narrate the Gita in an unauthorized manner to unqualified 
persons, thinking that this is a symptom of their magnanimous and 
compassionate nature, but this is in direct disobedience to Krsna’s 
order. As a result, such persons become offenders. 

Sri Krsna Himself very clearly understands how harmful it is to give 
this knowledge to an unqualified person, for such an ignorant person 
cannot grasp this knowledge or retain it. Some people may challenge 
this, saying that in regard to imparting religious instruction, it lacks 
compassion to consider another’s qualification or disqualification. But 
it is seen that good results only manifest in a qualified recipient, thus 
invalidating the above argument. An unqualified person may receive 
these instructions but disobey them. Thus he becomes an offender and 
even more fallen. 

Once, the king of the demigods, Indra, and the chief of the demons, 
Virocana, went to Lord Brahma to receive instruction on the truth of 
the soul, atma-tattva. Brahma instructed Indra, who was a qualified 
recipient of absolute knowledge and able to comprehend it. Virocana, 
however, was unqualified and therefore not able to understand 
Brahma’s instructions. He concluded that his self was his gross 
body only and to maintain it is the goal of life. In this way, Virocana 
remained bereft of true knowledge of the Truth ( tattva-jhana). 
Svetasvatara Upanisad (6.23) also states: 

yasya deve para bhaktir yatha deve tatha gurau 
tasyaite kathita hy arthah prakasante mahatmanah 

The conclusive essence of the Srutis is only revealed to those great 
souls who have supreme, transcendental devotion to Sri Bhagavan 
and equal devotion to sri gurudeva. 

In Srimad-Bhagavatam, Sri Krsna instructs Uddhava in a similar way: 

naitat tvayd dambhikaya nastikaya sathaya ca 
asusriisor abhaktaya durvinitaya diyatam 

Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.29.30) 

You must never give this knowledge to persons who are proud, 
atheistic, wicked, faithless, devoid of bhakti or unsubmissive. 
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The Padma Parana also says, “ asraddhadhane vimukhe py asrnvati 
yas copadesah siva-namaparadhah - one who gives this instruction to a 
person who is faithless and averse to Bhagavan causes him to become 
an offender; it does not benefit him.” 

Verse 68 

Rfm W ll^ll 

ya imam paramam guhyam mad-bhalctesv abhidhasyati 
bhaktim mayi param krtva mam evaisyaty asamsayah 

yah - who; imam - this ( Bhagavad-gita ); paramam - supremely; guhyam - 
confidential knowledge; mat-bhaktesu - to My devotees; abhidhasyati - will 
teach; bhaktim - devotional service; mayi - to Me; param - the highest; 
krtva - attaining; mam - to Me; eva esyati - will certainly attain; 
asamsayah - becoming free from all doubts. 

He who instructs this most confidential knowledge of the Bhagavad- 
gita to My devotees will attain the topmost transcendental devotion 
to Me. Thus becoming free from all doubts, he will finally attain Me. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: In two verses, the first starting with yah, 
Sri Bhagavan is describing the result attained by those who give 
instruction on this Bhagavad-gita. “First, they attain transcendental 
devotion to Me, and later, they attain Me.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: In this verse, Sri Bhagavan is 
describing the symptoms and dedication of the genuine preachers and 
hearers of the Gita. While giving Arjuna the Gita’s most confidential 
instruction (18.65), Sri Krsna said, “You are very dear to Me and that is 
why I am explaining this highly intimate truth to you.” In the previous 
verse, Krsna also instructed Arjuna, “Give this knowledge of the Gita 
only to one who is self-controlled, faithful, endowed with a service 
attitude and who possesses love for Me.” 

It is therefore essential for anyone who preaches Bhagavad-gita to 
have strong faith in Krsna and be exclusively devoted to Him, to be 
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fully conversant with tattva-jhana and free from any doubts. If one 
who preaches the message of the Gita knows it in theory but does not 
practise it, or if he is bereft of the above-mentioned qualities, then he is 
not bona fide. One must never hear the Gita’s instructions from such a 
person, for by doing so, both the listener and the speaker will remain 
deprived of the Gita’s actual knowledge. 

Scripture describes the qualifications and the characteristics of a 
sincere listener. Sri Krsna says to Uddhava: 

etair dosair vihlnaya brahmanyaya priyaya ca 
sadhave sucaye bruyad bhaktih syac chudra-yositam 

Srimad-Bhagavatam ( 11 . 29 . 31 ) 

One should give these teachings to those who are free from the defects 
of false pride, atheism, wickedness, faithlessness and arrogance and 
who have bhakti. They should be dedicated to the welfare of the 
btahmanas, strive for bhagavat-prema, possess a saintly nature and 
above all, they should be devotees. These instructions can also be 
given to a simple worker or to a woman who has faith in Me and 
bhakti to Me. 

From this it is clear that one’s caste, creed, age, activities, etc., are 
not considerations in deciding who is fit to receive the knowledge of 
the Gita. Anyone with the above-mentioned qualities is qualified to 
hear this Gita. This principle is substantiated in Sri Caitanya-caritamrta 
( Madhya-llla 22.64): “sraddhavan jana hay a bhakti adhikarl - a faithful 
person is a truly eligible candidate for bhakti." Sri Kapiladeva has also 
said: 

sraddadhanaya bhaktaya vinltayanasuyave 
bhutesu krta-maitrdya susrusabhirataya ca 

bahirjdta-vimgaya santa-cittaya dlyate 
nirmatsaraya sucaye yasyaham preyasam priyah 

Srimad-Bhagavatam ( 3 . 32 . 41 - 42 ) 

Only narrate this to faithful, devout persons who are submissive, 
free from malice, well-wishing to all living entities, engaged in 
service, detached from external sense pleasures, peaceful, free 
from envy and whose only beloved is Me. 
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In essence, any person who has faith in Sri Krsna and devotion 
to Him is qualified to hear the Bhagavad-gita. Those who impart the 
instructions of the Gita to such qualified persons attain the topmost 
bhakti, and finally, without a doubt, they attain Krsna. The qualified 
listeners also attain that supreme destination. 

Verse 69 

^cTT H ^ *1 cTTHlSF^f: ‘>#111^11 

na ca tasman manusyesu kascin me priya-krttamah 
bhavita na ca me tasmad anyah priyataro bhuvi 

na - not; ca - also; tasmat - compared to him (he who explains this 
Gita)', manusyesu - in human society; kascit - anyone; me - to Me; priya- 
krttamah - who performs a more pleasing service; bhavita na - there will 
never be; ca - and; me - to Me; tasmat - than him; anyah - another; 
priyatarah - more dear; bhuvi - on the Earth. 

No one in human society is more dear to Me than one who 
explains this message of the Gita to others, nor will there ever be 
anyone more dear to Me than him. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “There is no one in this world who performs a 
more pleasing service to Me, nor will there ever be anyone more dear 
to Me than one who preaches this Bhagavad-gita.” 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The bona fide instructors, 
or preachers, of this Gita are very dear to Bhagavan. It is therefore 
incumbent on pure devotees to preach its message, but those who 
simply entertain people on the pretext of preaching the Gita do not 
deliver the confidential, more confidential, even more confidential 
and the most confidential truths of the Gita. Instead, they teach 
mayavada , karma, jhana and yoga. Such persons become offenders at 
the lotus feet of Sri Bhagavan. One does not benefit by hearing the 
Gita from them. 


982 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 



Moksa-Yoga 


Verses 70-71 


Verse 70 

3T^T^ xf «Tt3f ^fcn^TTcPTt: I 

?TFT#H T^TlfafcT ^ *#T: IIV30 || 

adhyesyate ca ya imam dharmyam samvadam avayoh 
jndna-yajnena tenaham istah syam iti me matih 

adhyesyate - studies; ca - and; yah - who; imam - this; dharmyam - sacred; 
samvadam - conversation; avayoh - between both of us; jndna-yajnena - 
through the sacrifice of transcendental knowledge; tena - by he; aham - I; 
istah - worshipped; syam - will be; iti - such; me - My; matih - opinion. 

One who studies our sacred dialogue will thereby worship Me 
through the sacrifice of transcendental knowledge. This is My 
opinion. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Now, in the verse beginning with the word 
adhyesyate, Sri Bhagavan is explaining the results of studying this Gita. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Simply by faithfully studying 
this dialogue between Sri Krsna and Arjuna, one performs jhana- 
yoga. Krsna is pleased by this effort. In this context, jhana means to 
practise the essence of the Gita after understanding it. The essence of 
the Gita is ananya-bhakti, exclusive devotion to Sri Bhagavan, so one 
who practises such bhakti is very dear to Him. Others, such as the 
karmi, jhani and yogi, are not. 


Verse 71 

s'JOTJTTcffq HT: I 

Tftsfa TJrb: 11^ II 

sraddhavan anasuyas ca srnuyad api yo narah 

so ’pi muktah sub hat lokan prapnuyat punya-l<armandm 

sraddhavan - faithful; anasuyah - non-envious; ca - and; srnuyat - hears; 
api - even; yah - who; narah - man; sah - that; api - also; muktah - 
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liberated; subhan - the auspicious; lokan - planets; prdpnuyat - attains; 
punya-karmanam - of those who have performed pious deeds. 

And a faithful and non-envious person who merely hears this 
Bhagavad-glta will also become liberated from sinful reaction and 
go to the auspicious planets that are attained by the pious. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: Now Sri Bhagavan is explaining the results of 
hearing the Gita, in this verse beginning with the word sraddhavan. 

Verse 72 

yHbdfci 11^ II 

kaccid etac chrutam pdrtha tvayaikagrena cetasa 
haccid ajndna-sammohah pranastas te dhananjaya 

kaccit - whether?; etat - this (teaching of the Gita); srutam - been heard; 
pdrtha - O son of Prtha; tvaya - by you; eka-agrena - with one-pointed; 
cetasa - attention; kaccit - whether?; ajndna-sammohah - delusion born of 
ignorance; pranastah - been destroyed; te - your; dhananjaya - O winner 
of wealth. 

O Partha, O winner of wealth, Dhananjaya, have you heard this 
Gita with undivided attention? And, having heard it, has your 
delusion born of ignorance been dispelled? 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: “If you have not understood the superlative 
essence of this teaching, then I will instruct it to you again.” Sri 
Bhagavan is speaking this verse solely with this intention. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: After concluding the instruc¬ 
tions on the Gita and describing the results of hearing it and preaching 
its purport, Sri Krsna is asking Arjuna, “Do you have any further 
questions? If you do, I will solve them also.” From this it is indicated 
that one should hear the instructions of the Gita with fixed attention. 
Furthermore, even after hearing the confidential tattva of the Gita 
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from srl gurudeva or from devotees who have fulfy realized the Truth 
( tattva-darsl ), the student should continue to serve them until and after 
he has realization of this tattva. He should affectionately inquire about 
these tattvas and hear them repeatedly, otherwise, he will not be able to 
understand these teachings. 


Verse 73 

feTcTtsfar TI?TTF%: chRfc^l cTEFT cTcTIIVs^II 
arjuna uvaca - 

nasto mohah smrtir labdha tvat prasadcin mayacyuta 
sthito ’smi gata-sandehah karisye vacanam tava 

arjunah uvaca - Arjuna said; nastah - destroyed; mohah - illusion; smrtih - 
my spiritual remembrance (of myself as spirit soul); labdha - regained; 
tvat-prasadat - through Your mercy; maya - by me; acyuta - O infallible 
Lord; sthitah - situated (in true transcendental knowledge); asmi - I am; 
gata-sandehah - free from doubt; karisye - I shall follow; vacanam - order; 
tava - Your. 

Arjuna said: O Acyuta, my delusion has been dispelled by Your 
grace and remembrance of my true self has been regained. My 
doubts have been dispelled and I am situated firmly in true 
knowledge. I will now carry out Your order. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI: “What further questions could I ask? 1 have 
become free from all anxiety because I have given up all types of 
dharma (prescribed duties) and surrendered to You.” 

Arjuna is speaking this verse beginning with nastah, to show Krsna 
the actual condition of his heart. “From this point on, You are my 
sole refuge. The only dharma of this surrendered soul is to be fixed in 
following Your order, not in following varnasrama-dharma, jhana-yoga 
or any other process. From today, I have abandoned them all.” When 
Arjuna, who carries the Gandiva bow, heard Sri Bhagavan say, “My dear 
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friend Arjuna, I have yet to act to remove the burden of the Earth, f will 
accomplish this through you,” he readied himself to fight. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Arjuna became very pleased 
to understand the intention of Bhagavan Sri Krsna. He folded his hands 
and said, “O Acyuta, Your instructions and mercy have dispelled all 
my ignorance and delusion. I understand perfectly that You are the 
guru and Lord of all moving and non-moving beings within the entire 
universe. I am Your servant, fully surrendered at Your lotus feet, and I 
will execute Your every order.” Arjuna then prepared for battle, having 
understood Krsna’s intention. 

We learn from Arjuna’s example that this human form of life will 
yield perfection if we become free from all doubts by studying this 
Bhagavad-glta, engaging in Krsna’s service, surrendering exclusively 
to Him and giving up adherence to all other philosophies. 

Verse 74 

■3cfT3‘— 

-HcildM-mHSlWr^cf ■nH?iV T1 TH IIV3XII 

sahjaya uvaca - 

ity aham vasudevasya parthasya ca mahatmanah 
samvadam imam asrausam adbhutam roma-harsanam 

sanjaya uvaca - Sanjaya said (to King Dhrtarastra); iti - thus; aham - I; 
vasudevasya - of Vasudeva, the son of Vasudeva; parthasya - Arjuna, 
son of Prtha; ca - and; maha-atmanah - of the great soul; samvadam - 
conversation; imam - this; asrausam - I have heard; adbhutam - wonderful; 
roma-harsanam - which causes my hair to stand on end. 

Sanjaya said: O King, I have thus heard this most wonderful 
dialogue between that great soul - the son of Vasudeva - and the 
son of Prtha. Indeed, the hairs on my body are standing on end. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI: It so happens that the two papers on which I 
had written the explanation of the five final verses summarizing the 
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essence of the complete Gita have disappeared. I take it that Ganesaji 
had those papers stolen by his mouse carrier. After that, 1 did not 
again write those purports. May Ganesaji be pleased with me. 1 offer 
my obeisances unto him. 

Thus ends the bhavanuvada of Srlla Visvanatha Cakravartl Thakura’s 
Sdrartha-varsinl-tlka (the commentary which gives pleasure 
to the devotees and is accepted by all saintly persons) 
on the Eighteenth Chapter of Srlmad Bhagavad-gita. 


Verse 75 

oiimy-HKix^dcuPHn wn 

WPTIIvami 

vyasa-prasadac chrutavan imam guhyam aham param 
yogam yogesvarat krsnat saksat kathayatah svayam 

vyasa-prasadat - by the mercy of Sri Vyasa; srutavan - 1 have heard; imam - 
this; guhyam - confidential; aham - I; param - supreme; yogam - science 
of union with the Supreme Lord; yoga-lsvarat - from the Master of yoga; 
krsnat - from the all-attractive Sri Krsna; saksat - directly; kathayatah - 
as He was speaking; svayam - Himself. 

By the grace of Sri Vyasa, I have heard this supremely confidential 
science of yoga explained personally by the all-attractive Sri Krsna 
Himself, the Lord of the yoga process. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: Sri Krsna Dvaipayana 
Vyasadeva was the guru of Sanjaya. Saiijaya acknowledges that he heard 
and under-stood the divine knowledge of Srlmad Bhagavad-gita, which 
manifested from the dialogue between Krsna and Arjuna, only by the 
grace of his guru. Without the grace of guru, the truth (tattva) of the 
Bhagavad-gita or of Bhagavan cannot be understood. The guru must be 
as well-versed in tattva and as endowed with realization of Bhagavan as 
Srila Vyasadeva himself. And the disciple should be like Sanjaya, capable 
of rendering attentive service to the guru, desiring to hear from him and 
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to follow his teachings and instructions without argument. Only such 
a faithful disciple can understand bhagavat-tattva and achieve complete 
perfection. It should also be understood that, just as Arjuna became 
supremely blessed after hearing the deep secret of the Bhagavad-gita 
directly from the lotus mouth of Svayam Bhagavan Sri Krsna, Sanjaya 
also, by the grace of Srila Vyasadeva, became supremely blessed upon 
hearing and understanding it, although he was sitting far away from 
Kuruksetra. And just as Arjuna and Sanjaya were blessed and became 
perfect, any person, even now, who wants to make his life blessed can 
do so by taking bath in the philosophical current descending through 
the bona fide disciplic succession ( guru-parampara ) and surrendering 
to a self-realized guru or Vaisnava. It is very difficult to attain bhagavat- 
tattva unless one accepts a disciplic succession of those who establish 
pure devotion in this world. 


Verse 76 

TFR TT-FT^r Tf^iTFR^cfiTI 

Wf fsqiftT ^ IIvs6, || 

rajan samsmrtya samsmrtya samvadam imam adbhutam 
kesavarjunayoh punyam hrsydmi ca muhur mu huh 

rajan - O King; samsmrtya samsmrtya - remembering again and again; 
samvadam - dialogue; imam - this; adbhutam - astonishing; kesava- 
arjunayoh - between Kesava and Arjuna; punyam - pious and sacred; 
hrsydmi - I rejoice; ca - and; muhuh muhuh - at every moment. 

O King, as I repeatedly recall this astonishing and sacred dialogue 
between Sri Kesava and Arjuna, I rejoice at every moment. 

Verse 77 

cT^T FFT^r rf I 

fsiWTf Tf TffFT TFR fEznfq ^ FF: FF: livsvs || 

tac ca samsmrtya samsmrtya rupam atyadbhutam hareh 
vismayo me mahan rajan hrsydmi ca punah punah 
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tat - that; ca - and; samsmrtya samsmrtya - remembering repeatedly; 
rupam - form; ati adbhutam - most wonderful; hareh - of Sri Hari; 
vismayah - amazement; me - my; mahan - great; rajan - O King; hrsyami — 
I rejoice and become thrilled; ca - and; punah punah - again and again. 

O King, as I remember again and again that marvellous form of 
Sri Hari, I become struck with great amazement, and at every 
moment I rejoice and thrill with rapture. 

SARARTHA-VARSINI PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: From this verse, it appears 
that the universal form of Sri Krsna, which Arjuna saw at Kuruksetra, 
was also seen by Sanjaya by the grace of Srila Vyasadeva as he sat in the 
royal palace in Hastinapura. Sri Krsna had explained to Arjuna that He 
had not shown that form to anyone before and that He was showing 
it to Arjuna for the first time. However, by thoroughly deliberating 
upon this point, it can be understood that both Sanjaya and Vyasa most 
definitely saw the universal form when Arjuna did. And from Arjuna’s 
statement, it can be understood that even rsis, maharsis and demigods 
saw it. Sri Vedavyasa is Sri Krsna’s topmost devotee. Not only that, he is 
also a saktyavesa-avatara (ajlva especially empowered with a potency 
of the Lord) of Bhagavan Himself. It follows, therefore, that only those 
who are in the parampara of Srila Vyasa are capable of realizing the 
essence of Bhagavad-glta. 


Verse 78 

^ Wff I 

cFjf ■tfcT^TT HlldHIrlHH \\\3<C II 

yatra yogesvarah krsno yatra partho dhanurdharah 
tatra srlr vijayo bhutir dhruva nltir matir mama 

yatra - wherever; yoga-lsvarah - the master of all yoga; krsnah - Sri Krsna; 
yatra - wherever; parthah - Partha (Arjuna); dhanur-dharah - the bow- 
wielder; tatra - there; srih - wealth; vijayah - victory; bhutih - expanding 
prosperity; dhruva - constant; nltih - dedication to morality; matih - 
opinion; mama - my. 
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Wherever there is Sri Krsna, the master of all yoga, and wherever 
there is Arjuna, the supreme wielder of the bow, there will 
surely be majestic opulence, victory, prosperity and adherence to 
righteousness. This is my conclusive opinion. 

SARARTHA-VARSINi PRAKASIKA-VRTTI: The Eighteenth Chapter 
briefly describes the essence of the entire Gita. One division describes 
karma-yoga predominated by meditation (dhyana-yoga), which results 
in knowledge of the self ( atma-jnana ). The other division describes 
the yoga of pure devotion that originates from faith in Bhagavan. This 
is indeed the essence of the Gita. Of all these paths, the confidential 
instruction is to gradually achieve the path of jiidna. One can do 
this by the selfless performance of one’s prescribed duty, which is 
based on one’s own nature, while adopting varnasrama-dharma. More 
confidential than this is the instruction to cultivate, within this life, 
atma-jnana, knowledge of the self, through meditation (dhyana-yoga). 
And the most confidential instruction to engage in hhakti-yoga by 
exclusively surrendering to Svayam Bhagavan Sri Krsna. This is the 
essence of the Eighteenth Chapter. 

The purport of the entire Bhagavad-gita is that the non-dual Absolute 
Entity ( advaya-vastu) is the only Reality ( tattva). He is the complete 
manifestation of Godhead. All other tattvas have emanated from Him. 
From His internal, spiritual potency (cit-sakti), His transcendental 
form, His various incarnations and other spiritual opulences emanate. 
Innumerable living entities manifest from his jiva-sakti. They are of 
two types: liberated ( mukta) and bound ( baddha). And the twenty-four 
elements, from pradhana, the unmanifest state of material nature, to 
the blade of grass, manifest from His external, material energy, the 
maya-sakti. The creation, maintenance and annihilation are performed 
by His time potency, kala-sakti. All types of manifestations emanate 
from the kriya-sakti. 

The five elements: Isvara (the Supersoul), prakrti (material nature), 
jiva (the individual soul), kala (time) and karma (activities) have 
all manifested from Bhagavan only. Brahma, Paramatma, etc., are 
all within Bhagavan, as are all other conceptions of the Absolute 
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Truth. Although these five are separate, they are simultaneously 
one constituent, under the complete control of bhagavat-tattva, and 
although they are one, they are eternally different because they have 
different characteristics. This explanation of bhedabheda-tattva, or 
simultaneous oneness and difference, as given in the Gita is beyond 
human logic. Therefore, the previous spiritual authorities ( mahajanas) 
have called this inconceivable relationship between Bhagavan and 
His potencies acintya-bhedabheda-tattva, and they have called the 
knowledge related to it, tattva-jnana. 

By constitutional nature, the jivas are pure conscious entities. They 
are a special tattva that exist as atomic particles in the rays emanating 
from cit-surya , the transcendental conscious sun, Sri Krsna. By nature, 
they are qualified to exist in the spiritual (cit) and material ( acit ) 
worlds, being situated on the border between the two. Because they 
are conscious, they are independent by nature. If they are favourably 
inclined to Krsna and attracted to the spiritual realm, then they can 
relish pure bliss (ananda) with the help of the hladini-sakti , Krsna’s 
pleasure potency. On the other hand, if, due to the influence of the 
maya-sakti , they turn away from Krsna, being attracted to the illusory 
world, then they have to undergo material happiness and distress. 
The living entities who have affinity for and attraction to the spiritual 
world are nitya-mukta, eternally liberated, and those who have affinity 
for the world of unconscious matter are eternally conditioned, nitya- 
baddha. Both types of living entities are unlimited in number. 

Forgetting his pure constitutional nature, the living entity suffers 
various types of miseries in the ocean of material existence in higher 
and lower forms of life, such as demigods, humans, worms, insects, trees 
and creepers. At some time they may become disinterested in material 
life. By taking shelter at the lotus feet of a bona fide spiritual master, 
a person meditates on the Ford under his guidance. This is included 
within the jurisdiction of karma-yoga. Gradually, when he perfects his 
meditation and realizes his pure svarupa, he attains prema for the lotus 
feet of Sri Bhagavan. Or, if he develops faith in topics of Bhagavan, he 
takes shelter of a proper guru and performs sadhana-bhakti. He then 
attains bhava-bhakti and finally prema-bhakti. 
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There is no path other than these two to realize the pure svarupa 
of the soul. 

Of these two paths, the path of karma-yoga predominated by 
meditation upon the Lord ( dhyana-yoga ) is suitable for the common 
man, because its performance is controlled by one’s own effort. Bhakti- 
yoga, which arises from sraddha, is superior to karma-yoga and also 
easier to perform, but it cannot be attained without the good fortune 
of receiving the grace of Bhagavan or His devotees. 

Most people in the world are inclined to karma-yoga. Among them, 
those in whom the good fortune awakens of developing faith in bhakti- 
yoga eventually attain the stage of exclusive surrender to Bhagavan, 
as described in the concluding verse of the Gita. This is the process 
(abhidheya) described in all Vedic literature. 

The path of karma is based on material desires. Its goals, attainment 
of material happiness, enjoyment in the fourteen planetary systems 
and liberation have no significant worth for the conscious jtva. From 
the outset, the Gita describes as worthless both fruitive action and 
its result, sense enjoyment. Even the attainment of sayujya-nirvana, 
which is the perfection of monism and which is attained when one 
has become liberated from birth and death, is not the ultimate goal 
of the jiva. This has also been stated in various places. The supreme 
goal of the living entity is to rise above impersonal realization and the 
four types of mukti, such as salokya, and achieve spotlessly pure prema 
to Sri Krsna by entering into the topmost spiritual realm where His 
pastimes are performed. 

The conclusion of all Veda and Vedanta is compiled in the Gita, 
which establishes the supreme goal: to attain prema for Bhagavan by 
performing bhakti-yoga in knowledge of one’s relationship with Him. 
A person should always practise bhakti-yoga by hearing and chanting 
according to his qualification, as well as by adhering to a religious life. He 
should maintain his life by performing his occupation while remaining 
favourable to the cultivation of devotion. With great faith in the higher 
process, he should gradually give up any faith in a lower process. He 
must then become firmly fixed in bhakti-yoga, through saranagati, full 
surrender. In this way, he ought to live his life. Bhagavan will quickly 
award him suddha-prema, pure love of God. Merely by starting to purify 
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his existence, a person achieves the mercy of Bhagavan, which bestows 
upon him fearlessness, immortality and freedom from lamentation, and 
he becomes eternally absorbed in prema. 


Thus ends the Sarartha-varsim Prakasika-vrtti, 
by Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja, 
on the Eighteenth Chapter of Srimad Bhagavad-glta. 
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ACARYA - Spiritual preceptor, one who 
teaches by example. 

ACINTYA - Inconceivable. 

ACINTYA-BHEDA-ABHEDA-TATTVA - 
Fundamental truth of the Supreme 
Person, who is inconceivably non- 
different from ( abheda ) and different 
from ( bheda ) Elis potencies. 

ACINTYA-SAKTI - Sri Bhagavan’s 
inconceivable potency. 

ACYUTA - Infallible. 

ADEIARMA - Irreligion. 

ADEIIBEIAUTIKA - Suffering caused by 
other living beings. 

ADHIBHUTA - All gross phenomena. 

ADHIYAJNA - In-dwelling Supersoul, 
who inspires the living entities to 
perform sacrifice and awards the 
results of their prescribed duty. 

ADHOKSAJA - The Lord who is beyond 
the cognition and perception of the 
material senses. 

ADI - Beginning, first. 

ADITI - Wife of Prajapati Kasyapa; 
mother of the twelve Adityas. Her 
eldest son was Indra and her youngest 
was Upendra, or Vamanadeva, the 
dwarf incarnation of the Lord. 

ADITYAS - The twelve sons of Aditi and 
Kasyapa. 

ADVAITAVADi - Follower of non- 
dualism, or monism (advaitavada), as 
propounded by Sri Sankara Acarya. 

AGNI - Presiding deity of fire and son of 
Brahma. 

AHANGRAHA-UPASAKA - One who takes 
himself as the object of worship, believing 
that the jlva and Bhagavan are ultimately 
the same. Literally, aham - ‘myself, 
graha - ‘accepting’, updsana - ‘worship’. 


AIKANTIKA - One-pointed, 
unflinching. 

AIKANTIKA-NISTHA - One-pointed 
faith. 

AIRAVATA - Lord Indra’s elephant 
carrier. 

AISVARYA - (i) Majestic opulence 
(2) Derived from the word I svara. In 
regard to bhakti, this refers to devotion 
that is inspired by the majesty of 
Bhagavan, rather than by His madhurya 
(sweetness). It especially applies to His 
feature as Narayana. Aisvarya restricts 
the intimacy between Bhagavan and 
His devotees. 

AKINCANA - (1) Without material 
possessions (2) One whose sole 
possession is service to Krsna. 

AMARA-KOSA - An ancient 
authoritative Sanskrit thesaurus. 

AMSA - Portion, or expansion, of Sri 
Krsna 

ANANDA - Transcendental bliss (See 
hladini-sakti). 

ANANDAMAYA - The fifth stage of 
consciousness, awarenes of service to 
Radha and Krsna (13.5). 

ANANTA-RUPA - Unlimited forms. 

ANANYA - Literally, ‘without another’; 
exclusive, one-pointed. 

ANANYA-BHAKTI - Exclusive devotion, 
unmixed with any other desire, in 
which one’s sole motivation is to please 
Bhagavan. 

ANANYA-YOGA - Bhakti unmixed with 
dependence on speculative knowledge, 
fruitive work or austerities. 

ANARTHA - Unwanted desires, 
activities or habits that are likened to 
weeds hindering one’s advancement in 
bhakti. 
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ANARTHA-NIVRTTI - Clearance 
of anarthas, the fourth stage in the 
development of the creeper of bhakti. 

ANATMA - Not soul; inert matter. 

ANGA - (i) Limb, division, part (2) The 
various practices of devotion such as 
hearing and chanting. 

ANIMA - Small like an atomic particle. 

ANISVARAM - Concept that the cosmic 
manifestation has no Isvara (controller) 
but has come about by accident (16.8). 

ANNAMAYA - First of the five stages of 
consciousness in which everything is 
seen in terms of anna (food-grains) (13.5). 

ANTARYAMi - In-dwelling witness, the 
Supersoul, who guides the activities of 
all living entities. 

ANTYA - Last. 

ANTYAJA - (1) Of lower birth (2) 
Outcaste. 

ARANA - Out-going breath. 

APARA - Not transcendental, inert 
matter, material nature. 

APARADHA - (1) That which 
undermines aradhana, or devotion (2) 
An offence, or an impediment to bhakti. 
Arcana-dipika lists 64 sevd-aparadhas, 

10 nama-aparadhas and 10 dhama- 
aparadhas to avoid. 

APRAKRTA - Non-material, 
transcendental. 

APTAKAMA - One whose desires have 
been fulfilled; a self-satisfied soul. 

ARCANA - Worship. 

ARJUNA - (1) Sri Krsna’s intimate friend 
and devotee to whom He spoke the 
Bhagavad-gitd (2) The Nara portion of 
the Nara-Narayana sages, Sri Krsna 
being the Narayana portion (3) An 
eternal liberated soul who always 
serves Sri Krsna out of love. 

ARTA - One who approaches Bhagavan 
in a mood of distress (7.16). 

ARTHA - Wealth, the second material 
goal of human life (See dharma, kama 
and moksa) 


ARTHA-SASTRA - Scriptures on 
economic development. 

ARYA-RSIS - Ancient, most noble sages 
who have seen the Truth. 

ASAKTI - Deep attachment, especially to 
Bhagavan and His associates; the sixth 
stage in the development of the bhakti 
creeper awakened after ruci (taste for 
bhajana ) matures. 

ASANA - (1) Seat (2) Sitting posture for 
meditation. 

ASITA - The name of an ancient sage 
who was an authority on the Vedas. 

ASRAMA - (1) Stage of life, either 
student (brahmacar 1), householder 
(grhastha), retired ( yanaprastha ) or 
renounced ( sannyasa ) (2) Hermitage. 

ASRAYA - Repository of love for Krsna, 
i.e.. His devotee. 

ASTANGA-YOGA - Eightfold yoga 
process, consisting of yama (control 
of the mind and senses), niyama 
(following rules and regulations of 
yoga practice), asana (bodily postures), 
prandyama (breath control), pratydhara 
(withdrawal of the mind from sensory 
perception), dharana (steadying the 
mind), dhyana (meditation) and 
samddhi (trance). 

ASVAMEDHA-YAJNA - Elaborate 
sacrifice performed by brahmanas on 
behalf of powerful kings, wherein a 
horse is sacrificed into the sacred fire 
and then brought back to life. 

ASVATTHA - Type of pipala tree (10.26). 

ASVINI-KUMARAS - Physicians of the 
demigods. 

ATIRATHl - Warrior who can face 
unlimited opponents. 

ATMA - (1) Soul (2) Supersoul (3) Intelli¬ 
gence (4) Mind (5) Body (6) Senses. 

ATMA-TATTVA - Categorical knowledge 
of the nature of the soul. 

AVATARA - Sri Krsna Himself or His 
plenary portion who descends from 
the transcendental realm into this 
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material creation for the deliverance of 
conditioned souls. 

AVIDYA - Nescience, or culture of 
material knowledge, considering such 
knowledge to be the all-in-all. 

AVYABHICARA - Unfailing; refers to 
pure devotion. 

AVYAKTA - (i) Unnranifest (2) Beyond 
the perception of the senses. 

AVYAYA - Imperishable. 

BAHIRANGA-SAKTI - The Lord’s exter¬ 
nal, or material, potency, also known 
as maya. It is the medium by which the 
material world is created, as well as all 
affairs pertaining to it. 

BALADEVA VIDYABHUSANA - Chief 
disciple of Sri Visvanatha Cakravarti 
Thakura and author of Govinda-bhasya, 
the Gaudiya Vaisnava commentary on 
Vedanta-sutra. He is thus aptly named 
Gaudiya-vedantacarya. 

BHAGAVAN - The Supreme Lord, 
complete in six opulences: beauty, 
wealth, strength, fame, knowledge and 
renunciation. Literally, van - ‘possessor, 
bhaga - ‘opulence’. 

BHAGAVATAM - See Srimad-Bhagavatam. 

BHAGAVATAMRTAM - A book by 
Srila Sanatana Gosvami. Literally, 

‘the nectarean essence of Srimad- 
Bhagavatam’. 

BHAGAVAT-KATHA - Narrations of 
Srimad-Bhagavatam or the instructions 
of Sri Bhagavan, as in Srlmad Bhagavad- 
glta. 

BHAGAVAT-PREMA - Love for the all- 
opulent Personality of Godhead. 

BHAGAVAT-TATTVA - Categorical 
knowledge of Bhagavan; the principles 
taught by Sri Bhagavan. 

BHAJANA - (1) Service (2) Spiritual 
practice, especially hearing, chanting, 
remembering and meditating on the 
holy name, form, qualities and pastimes 
of Sri Krsna. 


BHAKTA - Devotee; one devoted to 
bhakti-yoga and one’s worshipable deity. 

BHAKTI - Derived from the root bhaj 
(to serve). It is the performance of 
activities meant exclusively for the 
pleasure of the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna 
that are done in a favourable spirit, 
saturated with love, devoid of other 
desires, and not covered by karma and 
jnana is called bhakti (Bhakti-rasamrta- 
sindhu 1.1.12). 

BHAKTI-DEVI - Presiding deity of 
bhakti-yoga, devotion. 

BHAKTI-MISRA-JNANA - Knowledge 
mixed with devotion, with knowledge 
predominating. 

bhakti-rasAmrta-sindhu - A 

book by Srila Rupa Gosvami meaning 
‘the nectarean ocean of the mellows of 
devotion’, which explains the science of 
bhakti-yoga. 

BHAKTI-YOGA - Path of spiritual 
realization through devotional service 
to Bhagavan. 

BHAVA - (1) Special manifestation of 
suddha-sattva (2) The essence of the 
cognizance potency and the pleasure¬ 
giving potency (3) Eighth stage in the 
development of the creeper of bhakti; 
likened to the first rays of the sun of 
prema, the highest stage of love for 
Krsna. 

BHAVANUVADA - Translation that 
takes into account specific subtleties. 

BHlSMA-PARVA - The eighteen 
chapters of the Mahabharata that 
comprise Srlmad Bhagavad-gita. 

BHRGU - One of the seven sages, born 
from the mind of Lord Brahma. 

BHUTA-BHAVANA - Maintainer of all 
manifestations. 

BRAHMA - (1) Derived from brh 
meaning ‘expanded’, or ‘great’; the 
general meaning is spirit (2) The living 
entity (3) The mind (4) The Supersoul 
(5) The impersonal aspect of the 
Supreme Lord (6) Bhagavan Himself. 
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BRAHMA - Creator of the material 
universe who is presiding deity of the 
quality of passion. He is the original 
spiritual master of the Brahma-Madhva 
sampradaya. 

BRAHMA-BHUTA - Brahma realized; 
the state wherein one experiences bliss, 
free from hankering and lamentation 
(18.54). 

BRAHMACARYA - Literally, ‘spiritual 
cultivation’; the first asrama , or stage of 
life, in the varnasrama system; celibate 
student life. 

BRAHMA-JNANA - Knowledge of 
brahma. 

BRAHMA-LOKA - Abode of Lord 
Brahma, which is within this material 
universe. 

BRAHMANA - One who realizes 
brahma ; one of the four varnas, or social 
divisions, in the varnasrama system; 
priest or teacher. 

BRAHMANANDA - Bliss experienced by 
one situated in brahma. 

BRAHMARSI - Sages situated in brahma 
realization. 

BRAHMASTRA - The most powerful 
weapon in Vedic military science 
(superior to nuclear weapons). It is 
released by mantra and kills only 
the person whose name is uttered in 
conjunction with the mantra. 

BRAHMA-SUTRA - (Also known as 
Vedanta-sutra ) The aphorisms of Vedanta 
offer a complete systematic exposition 
of Vedic revelation in the form of terse 
aphorisms (sutras). Snmad-Bhagavatam, 
composed by Srila Vyasadeva, is the 
natural commentary on Vedanta-sutra. 

BRAHMA-SVARUPA - The form of Sri 
Krsna, whose bodily effulgence is the 
brahma-jyoti. 

BRAHMA-TATTVA - Categorical 
knowledge of brahma. 

BRAHMAVADA - Doctrine of 
impersonalism, the goal which is 


to merge into the Supreme Lord’s 
effulgence. 

BRAHMA-VETTA - One who has 
realized brahma. 

BRHAD-ARANYAKA SRUTI - Upanisad 
containing important verses relevant to 
Gaudlya Vaisnava philosophy. 

BUDDHI - (1) Intelligence (2) Ability to 
discern subtle meanings. 

BUDDHISM - Philosophy introduced 
by Sakyasimha Buddha that expounds 
voidist concepts of the Absolute Truth 
known as sunyata or sunyavada. 

CAITANYA-SIKSAMRTA - A book by 
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura, meaning 
‘nectarean instructions of Sri Caitanya’. 
It presents an elaborate description of 
the progression of bhakti. 

CANDRA - Moon-god. 

CATUH-SLOKI GITA - Essence of 
Bhagavad-gita (10.8-11). The four 
verses that summarize the three Vedic 
divisions of sambandha (relationship), 
abhidheya (means) and prayojana (the 
ultimate goal). 

CATURMASYA - The four months 
during the rainy season (August to 
November) in which the practice of 
certain prescribed austerities is very 
potent for spiritual development. 

CIT - (1) Spirit (2) Consciousness 
(3) Pure thought. 

CIT-JAGAT - All-conscious spiritual 
world. 

CITRARATHA - Chief among the 
Gandharvas and a representation of Sri 
Krsna’s opulence. 

CIT-SAKTI - Potency that relates to the 
cognizant aspect of the Supreme Lord. 
By this sakt i. He knows Himself and 
causes others to know Him. Knowledge 
of the Absolute Reality is only possible 
with the help of this potency. 

CITTA - Heart, thoughts, mind and 
consciousness. 
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DANAVAS - Demons. 

DARSANA - (i) Behold, or meet. It is 
used in reference to beholding either 
the deity or advanced devotees. (2) 
Doctrine, or philosophical system, as in 
Vedanta-darsana. 

DEMIGODS - (1) Celestial deities (2) 
Godly beings situated in the higher 
planets who are endowed with great 
piety and who have tremendous life 
spans and whose mental and physical 
prowess is superior to humans. 

They are entrusted with specific 
powers for the purpose of universal 
administration. 

DEVA - Demigods. 

DEVA-DEVA - God of gods. 

DEVAKl-NANDANA - Son of Devakl, 

Sri Krsna. 

DEVALA - A sage, who was an authority 
on the Vedas. He was the elder 
brother of Dhaumya (the priest of the 
Pandavas). 

DEVARSINARADA - Sage (rsi) amongst 
the demigods ( devas ). Literally, nara - 
‘God’, da - ‘giver’; a great devotee of 
Sri Krsna who spreads His glories 
throughout the universe. 

DEVESA - Lord of the demigods, a name 
for Sri Krsna. 

DEVI - Demigoddess. 

DHAMA - Abode of Sri Bhagavan in 
which He appears and enacts His divine 
pastimes. 

DHANANJAYA - A name awarded to 
Arjuna who accumulated great wealth 
while conquering the many kings of 
northern Bharata (India) in preparation 
for the mjasuya-yajna of Maharaja 
Yudhisthira. Literally, ‘winner of 
wealth’. 

DHARANA - Concentration of the mind, 
the sixth step in astanga-yoga. 

DHARMA - From the verbal root dhr, to 
sustain. Literally, ‘that which sustains’; 
(1) The natural, characteristic function 
of a thing; that which cannot be 


separated from its nature (2) Religion 
in general (3) The socio-religious 
duties prescribed in the scriptures 
for different classes of persons in the 
varnasrama system (4) One’s fixed 
occupation in relation to Sri Krsna. 

DHRTARASTRA - Literally, ‘dhrta- 
‘holds on to’, rastra - ‘the kingdom’. He 
was the son of Ambika and Vyasadeva; 
brother of Pandu and Vidura. 
Dhrtarastra, was born blind. His one 
hundred sons, headed by Duryodhana, 
led the armies that opposed the 
Pandavas. 

DHYANA - Meditation, the seventh stage 
of astanga-yoga. 

DlKSA - Initiation from a spiritual mas¬ 
ter. In Bhakti-sandharbha (Anucceda 283) 
Srlla Jiva GosvamI defines dlksa: learned 
exponents of the Absolute Truth declare 
that the process by which the guru 
imparts divya-jnana to the disciple and 
eradicates all sins is known as dlksa. 

DRAVYA-YAJNA - The sacrifice of giving 
material possessions in charity. 

DRONA, DRONACARYA - Commander 
of the Kaurava army. 

DRUPADA - In the Mahabharata War, 
Drupada was one of the commanders 
of the Pandava army and was killed by 
Drona. Drstadyumna, Drupada’s son 
avenged his death. 

DURGA - Literally, dur - ‘difficult’, ga - 
‘to get out’, i.e. a prison. The material 
world is like a prison for the rebellious 
conditioned souls. Durga is mother 
nature, the goddess of material nature 
and consort of Mahadeva Siva. 

DURYODHANA - Literally, dur - ‘bad’, 
yodhana - ‘fighter’. In the Mahabharata 
War, Duryodhana was the leader of the 
Kauravas. He is a partial incarnation 
of Kali. 

DVAPARA-YUGA - One of the four 
ages, Satya, Treta, Dvapara and Kali. In 
Dvapara-yuga people attained perfection 
by performing excellent worship of the 
deity incarnation of the Lord. 
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EKADASI - Eleventh day of the lunar 
fortnight. On that day, scripture 
prescribes fasting from grains, beans 
and other foodstuffs so that the 
sadhaka can totally immerse himself 
in activities of pure bhakti. Ekadasi is 
referred to as the mother of devotion. 

GANDHARVAS - Singers and musicians 
from the higher planets. 

GANESA - Elephant scribe of Vyasadeva. 

GANGA - The Ganges, the river of 
divine water that falls front the spiritual 
sky to this universe. 

GARGACARYA - Guru of Krsna’s father, 
Vasudeva. He performed Sri Krsna’s 
name-giving ceremony in Gokula and 
wrote Garga-samhita, a famous literature 
describing the pastimes of Sri Krsna. 

GAUTAMA - A sage, author of nyaya- 
darsana (the philosophy of logic), which 
is one of the six systems of philosophy. 

GAYATRl - Literally, tri - ‘that which 
gives deliverance’, gaya - through 
singing’. Gayatri is the mother of the 
Vedas. Brahma-samhita states that Lord 
Brahma first heard the flute-song of 
Krsna through his eight ears as the 
syllable om, then, when he chanted it 
himself, it became gayatri, by which he 
became enlightened. Thus he became 
initiated as a brahmana. 

GITA - Literally, ‘song’. Srimad 
Bhagavad-gita. 

GiTA-BHUSANA - Srila Baladeva 
Vidyabhusana’s Sanskrit commentary 
on Srimad Bhagavad-gita. Literally, ‘a 
decoration of the Gita’. 

GOPALA-TAPANI SRUTI - An Upanisad 
that sweetly delineates the truths of Sri 
Sri Radha-Krsna. 

GOPI - A transcendental cowherd 
maiden of Vraja. 

GOSVAMI - (i) One who is the master 
of one’s senses, detached from material 
elements (2) One in the renounced 
order of life. 


GOTRA - Seminal line from the 
prajapatis and forefathers. 

GRHASTHA - Householder. 

GUDAKESA - A name for Arjuna 
meaning ‘conqueror of ignorance’. 

GUNA - Binding force. The three 
qualities of material nature bind the 
living entity. There are three gunas: 
goodness (sattva), passion (rajas) 
and darkness, or ignorance (tarnas) 
Literally, ‘rope’ (See Chapter 14). 

GUNA-AVATARAS - The three primary 
presiding deities of the three binding 
forces. Brahma, Visnu and Siva are 
together known as tri-murti. 

GUNi-BHUTA-BHAKTI - Devotion 
that is predominated by the modes of 
nature. 

GURU - (1) Spiritual master (2) Guru 
means ‘heavy with realization of 
divine knowledge’. By steadiness, the 
guru anchors the disciple’s restless 
mind from the turbulent waters of 
the material energy. Literally, gu - 
‘ignorance’, ru - he who dispels’. One 
who is guru will dispel all ignorance. 

GURU-DAKSINA - Wealth or gifts 
offered to the guru by the disciple. 

GURU-PARAMPARA - System of 
disciplic succession in which divine 
knowledge is transmitted from si r guru 
to a fully surrendered disciple. 

HARI-BHAKTI-VILASA - A book that 
describes many aspects of Vaisnava 
life. It was written by Srila Sanatana 
GosvamI and Srila Gopala Bhatta 
GosvamI under the direct instruction 
of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and is 
divided into twenty sections, or vilasas. 

HARI-NAMA - The names of Sri Krsna: 
Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, 
Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, 
Rama Rama, Hare Hare. These sixeen 
names destroy all the bad qualities 
of the age of Kali (Kali-santarana 
Upanisad). 
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HATHA-YOGA - The yoga process of 
practising different bodiiy postures 
in order to render the body suppie. ft 
is the third portion of the process of 
astanga-yoga. 

HLADINi-SAKTI - Biiss potency or 
the internal, spiritual potency, which 
is dominated by bliss, personified as 
Srlmati Radharani. Hladinl is the sakti 
that arouses ananda (bliss) in the heart 
of Sri Syama. Although Krsna Himself 
is the reservoir of all pleasure, through 
His hladini potency, He relishes 
transcendental bliss. 

HRSIKESA - Literally, Isa - ‘lord’; 
hrslka - ‘of the senses’; a name for 
Krsna meaning ‘one who turns the 
senses of His devotees towards Himself 
and those of the non-devotees away’. 

IKSVAKU - The son of Vivasvan the sun- 
god; Earth’s first king. 

INDRA - King of heaven. 

ISA - Controller. Sometimes refers to 
Visnu and other times to Rudra. 

ISVARA - Supreme Controller, Bhagavan. 
Also a name for the Supersoul (15.15). 

JADA - Inert, dull. 

JADA-VADI - One who adheres to the 
view ( vada ) that there is nothing but 
matter (jada); an atheistic scientist. 

JAGAD-GURU - Universal guru. 

JAGAT-PATI - Master of the universe. 

JAINISM - A religious movement begun 
many hundreds of years ago by King 
Arhat. The strict followers of Jainism 
idealistically try to emulate Maharaja 
Rsabhadeva by practising non-violence 
and by not using vehicles. Rsabha was 
an avatara of Sri Krsna, whose history 
is described in the Fifth Canto of 
Snmad-Bhagavatam. 

JALPA - Logical argument that utilizes 
continuous fault-finding of the 
opponent’s statements to establish one’s 
own opinion. 


JAMADAGNI - A brahmana who 
possessed a wish-fulfilling cow. He was 
slain by a group of ksatriyas for the sake 
of the cow, and his son, Parasurama, an 
incarnation of the Lord, took revenge 
by slaying the ksatriya population of 
the world. 

JANAMEJAYA - The son of King 
Pariksit. 

JANARDANA - Name of Bhagavan 
meaning ‘one who thrills the hearts of 
mankind’. 

JAPA - The chanting of the holy name on 
a garland of 108 prayer beads. 

JIVA - Living entity; soul. 

JIVA-SAKTI - (See tatastha-sakti). 

JIVA-TATTVA - Categorical knowledge 
of the living entity, his nature and his 
position. 

JIVATMA - The spirit soul; (Seejiva). 

JNANA - (1) Knowledge; that which helps 
one know something (18.18) (2) Knowl¬ 
edge that leads to impersonal liberation, 
which is based on the soul’s distinction 
from matter and its identity with brahma 
(3) Transcendental knowledge of one’s 
relationship with Krsna. 

JNANA-MISrA-BHAKTI - Devotion 
mixed with knowledge, devotion 
predominating. 

JNANA-SANNYASA - Renunciation of 
knowledge. 

JNANA-YAJNA - Sacrifice in the form of 
deliberation on spiritual nature. 

JNANA-YOGA - Path of spiritual 
realization through a philosophical 
search for truth. 

JNANI - One in search of knowledge, 
either impersonal or personal. 

JNEYA - Object of knowledge. 

KAIVALYA - Oneness, or mukti. 

KALI-YUGA - Present age of quarrel and 
hypocrisy. It lasts for 432,000 years, 
of which approximately five thousand 
have now passed (refer to Snmad- 
Bhagavatam Canto 12 Chapter 2). 
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KALPA - One day in the life of Lord 
Brahma. It is equivalent to one 
thousand catur-yugas. Each catur-yuga 
is one cycle of the four yugas: Satya, 
Dvapara, Treta and Kali, totalling 
4,320,000,000 years (8.17). 

KAMA - (1) Desire (2) Sense enjoyment 
(3) The third of the four goals of human 
society. Those who have no desire other 
than for the satisfaction of the gross 
senses aspire for such pleasure. Their 
purusartha is known as kama (See 
dhanna, Orta and moksa ). 

KAMADHENU - A cow who can fulfil 
all desires. 

KAMYA-KARMA - Fruitive activities. 

KANDARPA - Cupid, the indirect cause 
of the birth of living beings. Kandarpa is 
Sri Krsna’s representative as a progenitor 
(10.28). 

KARMA - (1) Work prescribed in the 
Vedas (2) Activity in general (3) Pious 
activity performed with Vedic guidance 
leading to material gain in this world or 
to the higher planets after death. 

(See prescribed duty). 

KARMA-CODANA - Impetus to perform 
action (18.18). 

KARMA-KANDA - Division of the 
Vedas that involves the performance 
of ceremonial acts and sacrificial rites 
directed towards material benefits or 
liberation. 

KARMA-MISRA-BHAKTI - Devotion 
mixed with the performance of 
prescribed duty, with devotion 
predominating. 

karma-pradhAni-bhutA-bhakti - 

Devotion mixed with the performance 
of prescribed duty, with devotion 
predominating. (This is a different term 
for karma-misrd-bhakti.) 

KARMA-SANNYASA - Renunciation of 
fruitive work. 

KARMA-YAJNA - Sacrifice performed for 
fruitive gain. 


KARMA-YOGA - Path of spiritual 
realization in which the fruit of one’s 
work is offered to Bhagavan. 

KARMI - One who performs karma in 
accordance with Vedic injunctions. 

KAURAVAS - Descendants of King 
Kuru who fought on the one side at 
Kuruksetra. 

KENA UPANISAD - Upanisad filled 
with questions relevant to the ultimate 
purpose of human life. It is known as 
the Why?’ Upanisad. 

KEVALA-BHAKTI - Exclusive devotion 
in which one has no attachment to 
anyone but Bhagavan. 

KHASA - Mongolians, Chinese and 
certain races north of India. 

KINNARA - A kind of demigod who 
plays musical instruments and sings 
with the Gandharvas. 

KIRTANA - Chanting of the names of 
Bhagavan; the most important limb of 
the nine limbs of bhakti. 

KLESA-GHNl - Literally, ‘destroyer of 
misery’. 

KRIYA - Activity. 

KRSNA - Sri Bhagavan, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. 

KRSNACANDRA - Sri Krsna whose 
transcendental body bears twenty-four- 
and-a-half moons. 

KRSNA-PREMA - Pure love for Krsna. 

KRSNA-TATTVA - Categorical 
knowledge about the unique position, 
qualities, etc., of Sri Krsna. 

KSARA - Perishable. 

KSATRIYA - One of the four varnas in 
the varndsrama system, which refers to 
an administrator or a warrior. Literally, 
ksi - ‘destruction’; tr- ‘deliverance’. 

KSETRA - Field of the body (13.1...). 

KSETRA-JNA - Knower of the field. The 
partial ksetra-jna is the living entity; 
the complete ksetra-jna is Paramatma. 
(13.1...) 
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KSIRODAKSAyI VISNU - Sri Krsna’s 
Visnu expansion who lies within 
an ocean of kslra (milk). As the 
Paramatma, He enters within every 
atom and the heart of all beings as 
a witness, and gives remembrance, 
knowledge and forgetfulness. 

KURUKSETRA - ‘Field of the Kurus’, an 
ancient holy place where Parasurama 
performed penances of atonement. It is 
still visited to this day (especially when 
there is an eclipse), for shelter from 
inauspicious effects. 

KUTA-STHA - Firmly situated in one’s 
own transcendental position, free from 
any sensual agitation. 

KUVERA - Treasurer of the demigods, 
god of wealth. 

LILA - Divine sportive pastimes of the 
Supreme Lord or His eternal associates. 

LILA-AVATARA - Krsna’s pastime 
manifestations eg. Nrsimha, Varaha 
and Kurma. 

LiLA-PURUSOTTAMA - Sri Krsna, 
the Supreme Person whose pastimes 
are unsurpassed by any of His other 
incarnations. 

MADHURYA - With sweetness, or 
beauty. It refers to devotion inspired 
by attraction to Bhagavan’s sweet and 
intimate feature as a beautiful young 
cowherd boy and to the greatest 
exchange of love between Krsna and 
His devotees. 

MADHURYA-KADAMBINI - Book 
written by Sri Visvanatha CakravartI 
Thakura, meaning ‘cloud-bank 
of sweetness’. It describes the 
eight progressive stages of bhakti, 
culminating in prema. 

MADHUSUDANA SARASVATl - 
1540-1632; formerly a monist 
but became attracted to Gaudlya 
Vaisnavism. He was the author of Glta- 
gudhartha-dlpika. 


MADHVA - The chief acarya of the 
Brahma sampradaya who established 
the doctrine of dvaita-vada, which 
emphasizes the eternal distinction 
between the living entity and the 
Supreme Lord. 

MAHA-BAHO - O mighty-armed one. 

MAHA-BHAGAVATA - Topmost devotee 
of the Supreme Lord. 

MAHABHARATA - Epic describing the 
ancient history of the world leading up to 
the battle of Kuruksetra. It was composed 
by Srlla Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasadeva 
for the benefit of the people of this age of 
Kali, who have no interest in philosophy. 
Srimad Bhagavad-glta is strategically 
placed in the midst of this epic. 

MAHAjANA - Spiritual authority; one 
who truly understands religious prin¬ 
ciples; the twelve principal mahajanas 
are identified in the Stimad-Bhagavatam 
(6.3.20) as Lord Brahma, Bhagavan 
Narada, SivajI, the four Kumaras, 
Kapiladeva, Svayambhuva Manu, 
Prahlada Maharaja, Janaka Maharaja, 
Grandsire Bhlsma, Ball Maharaja, 
Sukadeva GosvamI and Yamaraja. 

MAHAmAyA - (See mayd-sakti). 

MAHA-PURUSA - Liberated soul, 
specifically a great devotee, who is 
detached from the material world. 

MAHARATHI - Warrior who can face 
ten thousand opponents at one time. 

MAHARSI - Seer of the Truth. He has 
seen the worshipable deity of one’s 
mantra. 

MAHA-TATTVA - The aggregate of five 
gross and three subtle material energies 
is called pradhana. When it is activated 
by the glance of Maha-Visnu it becomes 
known as mahd-tattva. 

MAHATMA - Magnanimous person, 
or great soul. It is a title of respect 
offered to those elevated in spiritual 
consciousness. 

MAHA-VISNU - Another name of 
Karanodakasayl Visnu, a plenary 
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portion of Sri Krsna who creates the 
cosmic manifestion, consisting of 
countless universes. 

MAHESVARA - Supreme Controller; it 
sometimes refers to Sambhu Siva and 
sometimes to Bhagavan Sri Krsna. 

MANOMAYA - Third of the five stages 
of consciousness in which one is 
conscious of the mind (13.5). 

MANTRA - Literally, man - ‘mind’, tra - 
‘delivering’. 

MANUS - Prajapatis (universal 
progenitors) delegated by Sri Bhagavan 
to generate human population. There 
are fourteen manus in one day of 
Brahma, the present manu being 
Vaivasavata Manu. 

MANUSYA-LOKA - Middle planetary 
systems, specifically this earth planet. 

MANVANTARA - The reign of one 
manu. 

MARGA-SIRSA - November-December; 
the best of months because grains are 
collected from the field at this time. 

MARICI - Controlling deity of the fifty 
kinds of winds in the universe. 

MARUTS-Wind-gods. 

MATHA - A temple of the Lord with 
attached living quarters for brahmacaris 
and sannyasls ; a monastery. 

MAUDGALYA GOTRA - Lineage 
descending from the sage Mudgala. 

MAYA - Literally, ma - ‘not’, yd - ‘this’. 

In other words ‘that which is not’; an 
illusion; (See mayd-sakti). 

MAYA-SAKTI - External energy of 
Bhagavan, which influences the living 
entities to accept the false egoism 
of being independent enjoyers of 
this material world. There are three 
functions of maya: pradhana , which 
creates the illusory designations 
of the living entity; avidya, which 
superimposes these designations; and 
vidya, which removes them. 

MAyAvADA - Doctrine of illusion. This 
theory, advocated by the impersonalist 


followers of Sankaracarya, holds that 
Bhagavan’s form, this material world 
and the individual existence of the 
living entities are mdya , or false. This 
philosophy accepts the authority of 
Vedic texts but interprets them in such 
a way as to advance an impersonal 
conception of the Absolute and deny 
the personal feature of Godhead. It is 
known as covered Buddhism, since 
Buddhism is overtly atheistic. 

MIMAMSA - A philosophical doctrine 
that has two divisions: (1) purva , or 
karma-mlmarhsa , founded by JaiminI, 
which advocates that by carrying out 
the ritualistic duties given in the Vedas, 
one can attain the celestial planets, 
and (2) uttara-mlmamsa founded by 
Badarayana Vyasadeva, which deals 
with the nature of brahma, the Absolute 
Truth. 

MIMAMSAKA - Philosopher; one who 
adheres to the mlmamsa philosophical 
doctrine. It usually refers to those who 
follow the karma-mlmarhsa of JaiminI. 

MLECCHA - (1) Barbarian (2) Those 
who are unable to properly utter the 
Vedic mantras. 

MOKSA - Liberation from material 
bondage. 

MUDGALA RSI - A sage who used to 
perform sacrifice on the full moon and 
dark moon. Once Durvasa Muni visited 
him. Pleased by his service attitude, 
Durvasa blessed him that he could go 
to the higher planets in his present 
body. When the messengers of the 
demigods came in a celestial airplane to 
bring him there, he refused to go with 
them and instead preached to them 
about temporary nature of the higher 
planets. 

MUKTI - Complete emancipation from 
the bondage of the material energy that 
is expressed by the false conceptions 
of ‘I’ and ‘mine’. There are five types of 
mukti: sdrupya - obtaining the same 
form as Bhagavan; samlpya - living in 
close proximity to Bhagavan; salokya - 
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living on the same planet as Bhagavan; 
sarsti having the same opulence as 
Bhagavan; and sdyujya - 
becoming one with Bhagavan by 
merging with His bodily effulgence, the 
brahmajyoti. Of these five, sdyujya is 
rejected by the Vaisnavas. 

MUNI - (i) Great sage (2) One who 
endeavours to approach the Absolute 
Truth by dint of mental prowess. 

NAGA - Divine serpent. 

NAIMITTIKA - Occasional, causal, 
incidental. 

NAIMITTIKA-KARMA - Occasional 
religious duties induced by specific 
circumstances, such as the worship of 
the forefathers and the demigods in 
the sraddha ceremony. A person enters 
into the realm of exclusive devotion to 
Sri Krsna only when one completely 
abandons these activities. 

NAISKARMYA - Freedom from 
prescribed duty and its reaction; action 
performed in Krsna consciousness for 
which one suffers no reaction. 

NAMA - (1) Name (2) The holy name 
of Krsna, which is Sri Krsna Himself. 
Nama is invested with all potencies, 
with incarnations of Sri Krsna, 
qualities, paraphernalia, entourage, 
pastimes, transcendental abode, and so 
forth, and it is chanted by the devotees 
in their practice of bhakti. 

NAMA-SANKiRTANA - Congregational 
chanting of the holy names. 

NARADA - (See Devarsi Ndrada). 

NARADA-PANCARATRA - A narrative 
in five parts: knowledge that gives 
the supreme truth; knowledge that 
awards mukti; knowledge that awards 
bhakti ; knowledge that awards mystic 
perfection and knowledge in the mode 
of ignorance that is interspersed with 
numerous mantras , stotras and kavacas. 

NARADHAMA - (1) Lowest of mankind 
(2) One who gives up the path of bhakti 
due to lack of faith. 


NArAYANA - The four-armed 
expansion of Sri Krsna and the all- 
opulent Lord of Vaikuntha. 

NAVA-YOGENDRAS - Nine yogis in the 
mellow of servitude who are the nine 
saintly sons of Rsabhadeva. 

NINEFOLD PROCESS OF BHAKTI - 
Hearing, chanting, remembering, 
serving the Lord’s lotus feet, 
worshipping, offering prayers, 
making friendship with the Lord and 
surrendering one’s very self to Him. 

NIRGUNA - Devoid of material qualities; 
transcendental to the modes of nature. 

NIRGUNA-BHAKTI - Devotion beyond 
the influence of the three modes. 

NIRGUNA-BRAHMA - An erroneous 
conception of brahma in which it is 
supposed that the Supreme Absolute 
Reality is devoid of all qualities, 
Nirguna-brahma actually refers to Sri 
Krsna, who is free from all material 
qualities and yet is the master of them. 

NIRGUNA-SRADDHA - Faith unaffected 
by the modes of nature. 

NIRGUNA-TATTVA - Scientific 
knowledge of transcendence. 

NIRVISESA - Devoid of variety, 
featureless, without distinction. 

NIRVISESA-BRAHMA - The featureless 
aspect of the Supreme Lord. 

NIRVISESA-SVARUPA - Indistinct 
aspect of Bhagavan; His effulgence. 

NISKAMA - Without selfish desire. 

NISKAMA-KARMA - Performance of 
one’s prescribed duty without any 
desire for the fruits, performed by one 
who desires jndna, or liberation. 

NISKAMA-KARMA-YOGA - Selfless 
performance of one’s prescribed duty 
in which one unites (yoga) with the 
Supreme Lord by offering Him the 
fruit of that work. Although niskama- 
karma-yoga is certainly conducive to 
pure devotion, it is not pure devotion in 
and of itself, because Krsna’s happiness 
and well-being are not the exclusive 
consideration. 
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NISTHA - Fixed adherence, or resolve; 
devotional practice that does not waver 
at any time. It is the fifth stage in the 
development of the creeper of devotion. 

NISTRAIGUNYA - Freedom from the 
three modes of material nature. 

NITYA - (i) Eternal (2) Regulated. 

NITYA-KARMA - Daily, or routine, 
obligatory duties. 

OMKARA - Sound representation of 
pam-tattva brahma. 

OM TAT SAT - The three words 
indicating the Supreme Absolute Reality. 

PADA - Line of Sanskrit verse; abode; 
a foot; that which gives evidence in 
establishing the Supreme Lord. 

PADA-SEVANAM - Service to the lotus 
feet of Sri Bhagavan and TTis pure 
devotees; one of the nine limbs of bhakti. 

PADMA - Lotus. 

PADMA PURANA - One of the sdttvika 
Puranas. 

PANCARATRA - Group of devotional 
scriptures that assist in the practice of 
the principal limbs of bhakti', they cover 
five topics: (a) the process of cleansing 
the temple, (b) performing aratika 
with flowers, incense, etc., (c) worship, 
bathing, etc. of the deity of Sri Visnu 
(d) the performance of meditation on the 
holy name and on sri gayatri, (e) recita¬ 
tion of verses and prayers, performance 
of ndma-kirtana and study of scriptures 
such as Bhagavad-gita and Srimad- 
Bhdgavatam, which establish tattva-jdana. 
The Pancaratras are numerous, some of 
them being prominent in the Gaudiya 
Vaisnava lineage: Sri Narada-pancamtra, 
Sri Hayasirsa-pancardtra and Sri Sdndilya- 
pancardtra. 

R4NDAVA - (1) A name for Arjuna 
(2) A son of King Pandu. 

PANDITA - Learned scholar. 

PANDU - The great king of the Kuru 
dynasty and younger brother of 


Dhrtarastra. He died an untimely death 
and left his five sons, the Pandavas, 
under the care of Dhrtarastra. 

PAPA - Sin. 

PARA-BHAKTI - Transcendental bhakti. 

PARABRAHMA - The Supreme Absolute 
Truth, Sri Krsna; the supreme brahma. 
(See brahma). 

PARA-DHARMA - The prescribed duty 
of another. 

PARAMA-DHAMA - Supreme abode. 

PARAMA-PURU$A - Sri Bhagavan, the 
supreme enjoyer. 

PARAMATMA - Supersoul; He who 
is situated in the hearts of all living 
entities as a witness and the source 
of remembrance, knowledge and 
forgetfulness. 

PARAMESVARA - Supreme controller. 

PARANTAPA - ‘Chastiser of the enemy’, 
Arjuna. 

PARA-SAKTI - Sri Bhagavan’s 
transcendental potency, which has 
three divisions: cit (spiritual), tatastha 
(marginal) and mayd (material). 

PARASURAMA - Son of Jamadagni and 
Renuka and the sixth of the ten avataras of 
Lord Visnu mentioned in Sri Dasdvatdra- 
stotram by Jayadeva Gosvami. He slew 
all the ksatriyas of the world to give 
protection to the brahmanas. Literally, 
rdma - ‘one who delights’, parasu - ‘in 
fighting with the axe’. 

PARA-TATTVA - Science of 
understanding the highest truth. 

PAROKSA-VADA - That which remains 
hidden, or secret, being expressed in an 
indirect way. 

PARTHA - ‘Son of Prtha, Arjuna. 

PISACA - Fiend. 

PITAMBARA - Yellow dhoti. 

PITR-YANA - Voyage on the path of the 
forefathers. 

PRADHANA - (See mdya-sakti). 

pradhAni-bhutA-bhakti - 

Activities related to bhakti that are 
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mixed with karma andjndna, bhakti 
being prominent. 

PRAjAPATI - A living entity empowered 
to create living beings ( prajd ) 
throughout the universe. The chief 
Prajapati is Brahma. 

PRAKASIKA-VRTTI - ‘Commentary that 
illuminates’. 

PRAKRTI - Material nature. 

PRAMEYA-RATNAVALl - A book by 
Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana, meaning 
‘a list of proven Truths’. 

PRANA - (i) Life energy; life-air (2) The 
in-coming breath (4.27). 

PRANAMA - Offering respectful 
obeisance. 

PRANAMAYA - The second of the five 
stages of consciousness in which one per¬ 
ceives life in terms of preservation (13.5). 

PRANAVA - The syllable that gives 
life, derived from the Sanskrit verbal 
root pranu, to make a reverberating 
humming the syllable om (10.25). 

PRAnAyAMA - Yogic breathing. 

PRARABDHA-KARMA - Results of 
previous activities that have begun to 
hear fruit in the form of happiness and 
distress. 

PRASADA - Grace, mercy. Generally 
refers to remnants of food offered to 
the deity. It may also refer to other 
sanctified or blessed articles such as 
incense, flowers, garlands and clothing. 

PRASANNATMA - Joyful soul; the 
first characteristic of one situated in 
brahma-bhuta, having transcended the 
gross and subtle bodies manipulated by 
the three modes of material nature. 

PRATISTHA - Support. 

PRATYAhARA - Withdrawal of the 
senses from the sense objects; the fifth 
step in astdnga-yoga. 

PREMA - Pure love for Krsna, which 
is extremely concentrated, which 
completely melts the heart, and which 
gives rise to a deep sense of mamata , or 
possessiveness, in relationship to Him. 


PREMA-BHAKTI - Stage of bhakti 
characterized by pure love; the 
perfectional stage of devotion. 

PREMA-DEVl - Goddess of love. 

PRESCRIBED DUTY - The work 
prescribed by Vedic scriptures in 
accordance with a person’s natural 
propensity, either as a brdhmana , 
ksatriya , vaisya or sudra in one of the 
four asmmas: brahmacari , grhastha, 
vanaprastha and sannydsa ; refers to both 
regular, daily, occupational duties and 
duties performed on certain occasions. 

PUjA - Worship. 

PUJYAPADA - Literally, ‘whose feet are 
to be revered’; an honorific title. 

PURANAS - Eighteen major and 
eighteen minor supplements to 
the Vedas, written by Srila Krsna 
Dvaipayana Vedavyasa. 

PURU - Son of of Maharaja Yayati 
who accepted his father’s request to 
exchange his old age for his youth 
( Srimad-Bhdgavatdm , 9.18-20). 

PURUSA - Enjoyer; refers to either the 
living entity or the Supreme Lord. 

PURUSA-AVATARA - Sri Krsna’s three 
expansions that create the cosmic 
manifestation for the upliftment of 
the rebellious living entities: Karanod- 
akasayi Visnu, Garbhodakasayi Visnu 
and Ksirodakasayi Visnu ( Srimad- 
Bhdgavatam 1.3.1-3 and 2.6.39-42). 

PURUSA-SUKTA - A hymn from the Rg- 
Veda glorifying the Supersoul. 

PURUSOTTAMA - Supreme enjoyer. 

RAGA - (1) Deep attachment for Krsna, 
permeated by spontaneous and intense 
absorption in the object of one’s 
affection (2) A deep and overpowering 
thirst for the object of one’s affection. 

RAGA-MARGA - Path of spontaneous 
attachment. 

RAHASYA - Confidential, or secret. 

RAjASIKA - Of the material mode of 
passion. 
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RAJO-GUNA - Mode of passion. 

RAKSASA - Flesh-eating demon, 
generally endowed with mystic powers. 

RAMANUJACARYA - Acarya of the 
Sri sampradaya and propounder of 
qualified monism (visistadvaita-vada) 
which states that although all of the 
energies of God are one, each maintain 
its speciality (vaisistya). 

RASA - The exact English equivalent is 
untranslatable, but is herein rendered as 
‘mellow quality’. It is the spiritual trans¬ 
formation of the heart which takes place 
when the perfected state of love for Krsna, 
known as rat i, is converted into heart¬ 
melting emotions by combining with 
various types of transcendental ecstasies. 

RASIKA-RANJANA - Lit, ‘that which 
pleases those who relish transcen¬ 
dental mellows’, Srila Bhaktivinoda 
Thakura’s Bengali translation¬ 
commentary of Srimad Bhagavad-gita. 

RASO VAI SAH - Literally, ‘He, Bhagavan, 
is certainly the embodiment of all rasa’. 

RATI - (i) Attachment, fondness (2) 

A stage in the development of bhakti 
which is synonymous with bhdva. 

RTVIK - Priest who performs a sacrifice 
on someone’s behalf. 

RUDRA - One of the eleven expansions 
of Lord Siva. 

RUPA GOSVAmI - The foremost follower 
of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. His mission 
was to show living entities the path to 
their highest auspiciousness, service to 
Sri Sri Radha-Krsna in the mood of the 
damsels of Vraja within whom the acme 
of spontaneous devotion resides eternally 
and inherently. The three commentators 
of this Gita are purely in the line of 
Srila Rupa Gosvami and dedicated to 
disseminating his teachings. 

SABDA - Sound; word; noun. 

SABDA-BRAHMA - (1) Imports of Vedic 
scripture (2) Sound incarnation of the 
Absolute Truth. 

SAC-CID-ANANDA - Eternality, 
cognizance and bliss. 


SAD-GURU - Bona fide spiritual master; 
spiritual preceptor who follows sat (the 
pure path of the sadhus as described 
within scripture and as delivered 
through parampara). 

SADHAKA - One who performs regulated 
spiritual discipline to achieve a specific 
goal. 

SADHANA - Method, or practice adopted 
to accomplish a specific goal. Without 
sadhana one cannot obtain the goal. 
Sadhana corresponds to various goals: 
those who desire material enjoyment 
adopt the path of karma as their 
sadhana, those who desire liberation 
adopt the path of jnana, and those who 
aspire for the eternal loving service 
of Sri Krsna adopt the path of bhakti, 
which involves the spiritual practices of 
hearing, chanting and so on. 

SADHU - Highly advanced devotees who 
embody devotion to the Supreme Lord. 
In a general sense this refers to any 
saintly, or religious person. 

SADHU-SANGA - The association of 
saintly persons; the second stage in the 
development of the creeper of bhakti 
and the most important factor for 
advancement in bhakti. 

SADHYA - Object, or goal, for which one 
undergoes a corresponding practice. 

SAGUNA - (1) With material qualities 
(2) Possessing transcendental qualities. 

SA-GUNA-BRAHMA - The Absolute 
Truth endowed with all transcendental 
qualities. 

SAKAMA - With desire. 

SAKAMA-BHAKTI - Devotion 
performed with material desires. 

SAKAMA-KARMA - Actions performed 
with a desire to taste the material 
result. 

SAKAMA-KARMI - One who accepts a 
regulated life but maintains material 
desires. 

SAKHA - Male friend, companion or atten¬ 
dant. In the Gita, this refers to Arjuna. 

SAKHYA-BHAVA - Mood of friendship 
with Krsna. 
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SAKTI - Potency, or energy. 

SAKTIMAN - Possessor of potency, Sri 
Krsna. 

SAKTYAVESA-AVATARA - Empowered 
incarnation; a living entity who, in 
submission to Bhagavan, becomes 
empowered (avesa) by Him to act 
powerfully on His behalf. 

SALOKYA - The liberation of attaining 
the same planet as Sri Bhagavan. 

SAMA-DARSI - One who possesses 
equal vision. 

SAMADHI - Concentration of the mind; 
meditation or deep trance, either on 
Paramatma or Krsna’s pastimes. 

SAMPRADAYA - Unbroken disciplic 
successive line transmitted from 
guru to disciple. Mantra is only 
effective when received in a bona fide 
sampradaya, of which there are four: 
Brahma, Sri, Rudra and Sanaka. 

SAMPRAJNATA-SAMADHI - Samadhi in 
which one is conscious of the difference 
between knowledge, the object of 
knowledge and the knower. 

SAMSKARA - (i) Sacred, or sanctifying, 
ceremony (2) Reformation or training 
of the mind (3) Impression on the mind 
of any previous purificatory act in this 
or in prior births. 

SAMVIT - The potency that bestows 
tran-scendental knowledge of Sri 
Bhagavan. 

SANATANA - Eternal. 

SANATANA GOSVAMi - One of the 
six Gosvamls of Vrndavana; elder 
brother of Rupa Gosvami and author 
of numerous literatures, the most 
prominent of which are the Hari-bhakti- 
vilasa and Brhad-bhagavatamrta. 

SANGA - Association. 

SANJAYA - The charioteer and minister 
of King Dhrtarastra. He received divine 
vision by the mercy of Vyasadeva and 
was therefore able to narrate all the 
events of the war to Dhrtarastra. 

SANKALPA - The mind’s function of 
acceptance and determination. 


SANKARACARYA - A propagator of 
mayavada , or impersonalism, under¬ 
stood to be an incarnation of Lord Siva. 

SANKHYA - (1) Analytically discriminat¬ 
ing between spirit and matter (2) The 
path of bhakti practised by analyzing the 
twenty-four universal elements. 

SANKHYA-YOGA - Yoga that gives 
analytical knowledge about scientific 
knowledge of the soul, the Supersoul 
and inert objects. 

SANKIRTANA-YAJNA - Congregational 
chanting of the Lord’s holy names; the 
yuga-dharma for the age of Kali. 

SANNYASA - (1) Completely giving up 
the results of one’s activities (2) The 
fourth stage of life in the varnasrama 
system. There are four stages of sannyasa: 

(a) Kuticaka. He resides in a hut ( kutir) 
and accepts alms from a family or asrama 
till his sadhana reaches maturity; 

(b) Bahudaka. He then travels on pilgrim¬ 
age and bathes in many (halm) waters 
(udakas), practising detachment through 
dependence on Bhagavan; (c) Parivrajak. 
When transcendental knowledge arises 
in his heart, he preaches his realizations 
to everyone, in every village; (d) Parama- 
hamsa. By full absorption in krsna-katha, 
krsm-tattva and krsm-kirtana, he becomes 
fully mature and the swan (hamsa) of his 
mind always dives and surfaces in Sri Sri 
Radha-Krsna’s ever fresh pastimes. 

SANNYASl - (1) One in the renounced 
order of life, which is the highest order in 
the varnasrama-dharma system (2) One 
who renounces the fruits of one’s activity. 

SANTA-RASA - Mellow of neutrality in 
which one appreciates the greatness 
of Sri Bhagavan, just as a Paramatma- 
realized yogi does. It is one of the 
primary rasas. 

SARANAGATI - Surrender. The six 
symptoms of surrender ( sarana ) are 

(a) acceptance of anything that fosters 
the growth of the creeper of devotion, 

(b) avoidance of anything that hinders 
that growth, (c) the firm faith that Sri 
Sri Radha-Krsna will always extend 
the protective umbrella of Their lotus 
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feet over Their devoted servants, (d) 
acceptance of Their Lordships as one’s 
excfusive guardians, (e) submissive 
offering of one’s full self at Their lotus 
feet and (f) always feeling one’s self 
lowly and humble. 

SArARTHA-VARSINI - Sara means 
‘essence’ or ‘cream’, artha means 
‘meaning’, varsini means ‘shower’. 
Literally, ‘a shower of the essential 
meanings’. 

SARVA-SVARUPA - Sri Krsna, who 
manifests to the worshipper in 
whatever form the worshipper desires 
to see Him. 

SASTRA - Vedic scripture; derived from 
the Sanskrit verbal root sas - to govern, 
command. 

SAT - Eternal, pure, godly. It is used to 
describe the Absolute Truth. Vrajendra- 
nandana Sri Krsna is the complete 
sat entity. It also refers to His abodes, 
incarnations, devotees, the bona fide 
guru, etc. 

SATAKA - Literally, ‘a group of six’. 

SATTAMAH - Best of godly men. 

SATTVA-GUNA - Mode of goodness. 

(See rajo-guna and tamo-guna). 

SATTVIKA - Of the mode of goodness. 

SATYA - Truth. 

SATYA-SANKALPA - Name of Bhagavan 
meaning that His resolve ( sankalpa ) 
becomes fact ( satya). 

SAUNAKA - The head of the great sages 
at Naimisaranya who were present 
when Srlla Suta Gosvami spoke Srlmad- 
Bhagavatam to Parlksit Maharaja. 

SAVISESA - With features and unique 
qualities. 

SAYUJYA-MUKTI - The liberation 
of merging one’s existence with the 
effulgence of Bhagavan. Since there is 
no facility to render service to Krsna 
in this liberation, it is never accepted 
by Vaisnavas, even if offered by Sri 
Bhagavan, Himself. 

SIDDHA - Perfection. 


SIDDHANTA - Conclusive truth; 
authoritative principle of scripture. 

SIDDHI - Perfection. There are eight 
mystic siddhis achieved by astanga-yogls. 

SIKSA - Instruction. 

SIKSA-GURU - Guru who instructs one 
on the path of bhajana. 

SiSUPALA - A demon in Krsna’s pastimes. 

SISYA - Disciple. It is derived from 
the verbal root sas - to command - 
indicating that a disciple must accept 
srl guru’s order as his very life. 

SIVA - (i) Auspicious (2) The destroyer of 
the material creation and the presiding 
deity of the mode of ignorance. 

SKANDA PURANA - Purana written for 
those in the mode of passion. 

SLOKA - Verse in Sanskrit composition. 

SMARANAM - Remembrance of the 
names, forms, qualities and pastimes of 
Sri Krsna; the third step of the ninefold 
process of bhakti. 

SMARTA - (1) One who rigidly adheres 
to the Smrtis, being overly attached to 
external rituals without comprehending 
the underlying essence, or conclusion, 
of sastra. (2) The brahmana followers of 
Sankara. 

SMRTI - That which is remembered. The 
body of sacred literature which remem¬ 
bers Sri Bhagavan (in contradistinction 
to Sruti, which is directly heard by or 
revealed to the rsis). They include the 
six Vedangas, the dharma-sastras such 
as Manu-samhita, the Puranas, and the 
Itihasas (histories). 

SOMA-RASA - Nectar drunk by the 
demigods that grants them relative 
immortality. 

SRADDHA - Faith in the statements 
of scripture awakened when one has 
accumulated pious devotional activities 
over many births or by the association 
and mercy of a pure Vaisnava; the 
first manifestation of the creeper of 
devotion. The inner essence of the seed 
of sraddha is the conception implanted 
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within the disciple’s heart to serve 
Sri Sri Radha-Krsna in a particular 
capacity. 

SRADDHA - Ceremony in honour of and 
for the benefit of deceased relatives. 

SRAVANAM - Hearing; the first of the 
ninefold process of bhakti 

SRI - (i) An honorific prefix to a name 
(2) Beauty (3) LaksmI, the goddess of 
fortune (4) Srlmatl Radharanl. 

SRIDHARA SVAMIPADA - Author 
of Srlmad-Bhagavatam commentary 
accepted by Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. 

SRiMAD-BHAGAVATAM - Crest jewel 
of Vedic literatures and the nectarean 
ripened fruit of the tree of Vedic 
knowledge. It is the spotless Purana, 
which offers no fruitive motivation for 
the performance of pious deeds, since it 
only encourages unmotivated devotion 
(See Vedanta). 

SRUTI - (1) That which is heard (2) Reve¬ 
lation, as distinguished from Smrti (3) 
Infallible knowledge that descends in 
disciplic succession. It is the body of 
literature that was directly manifest 
by the Supreme Lord, in other words, 
the original four Vedas (also known as 
nigama ) and the Upanisads. 

STHITA-PRAJNA - One whose 
intelligence is fixed in self-realization. 

STUTI - Praise, or prayers, in 
glorification of Sri Bhagavan. 

SUDAmA VIPRA - Bmhmana friend of 
Sri Krsna. 

SUDARSANA CAKRA - Invincible disc 
weapon of Sri Bhagavan. 

SUDDHA-BHAKTI - Pure devotion. 

SUDDHA-SATTVA - Pure, transcen¬ 
dental goodness (See visuddha-sattva). 

SUDRA - Labourer or artisan. 

SU-DURACARA - One who commits the 
most abominable actions (9.30). 

SUKHA - Happiness. 

SUKRACARYA - Guru of the demons. 

SUKRTI - Spiritual merit. 


SUMERU - The golden mountain on 
which the Ganges waters fall. 

SUNYAVAdI - (1) Voidist (2) Follower of 
the teachings of Buddha. 

SURYA - Sun-god. 

SUTA GOSVAMI - The great sage 
who spoke Srlmad-Bhagavatam in 
Naimisaranya. 

SUTRAS - Concise aphorisms, which 
contain compressed knowledge for easy 
learning and remembrance. 

SVA-BHAVA - One's nature, disposition. 

SVA-DHARMA - One’s prescribed duty; 
occupation according to one’s nature. 

SVAMSA - Sri Bhagavan’s plenary 
portions. 

SVARUPA - The eternal nature and iden¬ 
tity of the self; one’s transcendental form. 

SVARUPA-SAKTI - Internal potency 
of Sri Bhagavan, superior to His 
marginal and external potencies. It has 
three divisions: sandhinl (existence), 
samvit (knowledge) and hladinl 
(transcendental bliss). 

SVAYAM BHAGAVAN SRI KRSNA - 
Sri Krsna, the original Personality 
of Godhead, from whom all His 
incarnations emanate. 

SVAYAMVARA - Contest to win the hand 
of a princess in marriage, wherein the 
princess herself ( svayam ) chooses (vara). 

TAMASIKA - Related to the material 
mode of ignorance. 

TAMO-GUNA - Material mode of 
ignorance, or darkness. 

TAPA - Austerity. 

TAPASYA - Austerity. 

TAPO-YAJNA - Sacrifice of performing 
austerities. 

TAT - Supreme Spirit (brahma); the 
cause of the universe. 

TATASTHA-SAKTI - Literally, tata - ‘mar¬ 
ginally’, stha - ‘situated’, sahti - energy. 

In other words, it is the marginal energy 
of Sri Bhagavan which manifests the 
living entities. 
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TATTVA - Fundamental truth. 

TATTVA-DARSl - One who has realized 
the Absolute Reality. 

TATTVA-JNANA - Conclusive 
knowledge of fundamental truths. 

TATTVA-VIT - Conversant with 
categorical knowledge of the Truth, 
such as guru-tattva, mdya-tattva and 
i svara-tattva. 

TIkA - Commentary. 

TRETA-YUGA - Second of the four 
yugas: Satya, Treta, Dvapara and Kali. 

TYAGA - Renunciation of 
possessiveness. 

UDDFIAVA - Advisor, minister and 
close friend of Sri Krsna in Dvaraka; 
a disciple of Brhaspati; a jnana-misra- 
bhakta. 

UPANISADS - io 8 principle 
philosophical treatises that appear 
within the Vedas. 

UPASAKA - Worshipper. 

UPASANA - Spiritual practices. 

UTTAMA-BHAGAVATA - Highest level 
of devotee. 

VAIRAGYA - (i) Detachment from this 
world (2) Spiritual discipline involving 
voluntary austerities to achieve 
detachment from the objects of the 
senses. 

VAISNAVA - One in whose heart and 
mind only Sri Visnu, or Sri Krsna, 
resides; a devotee of Sri Krsna. Literally, 
‘belonging to Lord Visnu’. 

VAISYA - Agriculturalists, cowherds, 
businessmen. 

VANTASi - One who returns to worldly 
sense enjoyment after taking sannydsa. 
Literally, vanta - ‘vomit’, asl - ‘eater’. 

VARAHA PURANA - One of the sattvika 
Puranas. 

VARNA - Occupational division, or 
caste, which is ascertained according to 
one’s nature. 


VARNASRAMA-DHARMA - The Vedic 
social system, which arranges society 
into four occupational divisions 
based on a person’s qualities and four 
stages of spiritual development. (See 
prescribed duty). 

VARUNA - God of the waters. 

VASUDEVA - The son of Vasudeva, Sri 
Krsna. 

VASUS - Eight demigods. 

VEDA - Knowledge, or the four primary 
books of knowledge compiled by Srila 
Vyasadeva: the Rg Veda , Sama Veda , 
Atharva Veda and Yajur Veda. 

VEDANGA - Six auxiliary portions of the 
Vedas: (a) Siksa, proper pronunciation 
and articulation of Vedic Sanskrit, (b) 
chanda, rhythmic metres for chanting 
slokas, (c) vyakarana , grammar, (d) 
nirukta, an explanation of difficult 
Vedic words, (e)jyotisa, astrology, (f) 
kalpa, the ceremonial process of Vedic 
ceremonies for sacrifice. 

VEDANTA - Literally, veda - ‘Vedic 
knowledge’, anta - ‘conclusion’. The 
Upanisads are the latter portion of 
the Vedas, and the Vedanta-sutra 
summarizes the philosophy of the 
Upanisads in concise statements. 
Therefore the word ‘Vedanta’ especially 
refers to the Vedanta-sutra. 

VEDANTA-ACARYA - A most exalted 
teacher of Vedanta. The veddnta-dcdrya 
in the Gaudiya sampradaya is Sri 
Baladeva Vidyabhusana 

VEDANTA-SUTRA - (See Brahma-sutra). 

VIBHINNAMSA - Separated parts of 
Bhagavan, the living entities. 

VIBHUTI - Bhagavan’s divine opulences. 

VIBHUTI-YOGA - Yoga through compre¬ 
hending Sri Krsna’s divine glories. 

VIDVAD-RANJANA - Lit, ‘that which 
pleases the wise’, Srlla Bhaktivinoda 
Thakura’s Bengali translation¬ 
commentary on Srlmad Bhagavad-gltd. 

VIDVAT-PRATITI - Perception based on 
transcendental knowledge. 
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VIDYA - Knowledge. 

VIJNANA - (i) Realization of divine 
knowledge (2) Realization of Sri Krsna’s 
madhurya (sweetness). 

VIJNANA-MAYA- Fourth of the five 
stages of consciousness in which one is 
conscious of the soul (13.5). 

VIKARMA - Action that disobeys Vedic 
injunction; sinful activity. 

VIPRA - A learned brahmana. 

VIROCANA - The demon the son of 
Prahlada Maharaja and the father of 
Bali Maharaja. 

VISMAYA- Wonder. 

VISMAYA-RASA - Mellow of 
astonishment. 

VISNU - Literally, vis - ‘pervading’, nu - 
‘person’. One who is all-pervasive, 
the Supreme Lord of the cosmos who 
presides over the mode of goodness. 

VISNU-TATTVA - Categorical 
knowledge of the unlimited expansions 
of Visnu. 

VISUDDHA-BHAKTI - Exclusive, 
supremely pure devotion, in which 
one has no attachment to anyone but 
Bhagavan. 

VISUDDHA-SATTVA - State of 
unalloyed goodness that is beyond the 
influence of material nature. 

VISVANATHA CAKRAVARTI 
THAKURA - A prominent deary a of 
Gaudiya Vaisnavism who authored 
many books and commentaries, 
including this Sarartha-varsini 
commentary on Srimad Bhagavad-gita. 

VISVARUPA - Universal form. 

VISVARUPA-UPASANA - Worship of the 
universal form. 

VRAJABHUMI - Vrndavana, Sri Krsna’s 
eternal abode. 


VRAJENDRA-NANDANA - The son of 
the king of Vraja, Sri Krsna. 

VRATA - Vow undertaken for self¬ 
purification and spiritual benefit. 

VRSNIS - Kings of the Yadu dynasty. 

VYASA - Vedavyasa, the literary 
incarnation of the Lord and the 
compiler of Vedas, Puranas, Upanisads, 
Brahma-sutra and Srimad-Bhagavatam. 

YADAVA - Sri Krsna, the best of the Yadu 
dynasty. 

YAJNA - (1) Sacrifice in which a deity is 
propitiated by the chanting of prayers 
and mantras and the offering of ghee 
into the sacred fire (2) Any kind of 
intense endeavour that is directed at 
achieving a particular goal. 

YAKSA - Ghost, or spirit. 

YASODA-NANDANA - Son of Yasoda, 

Sri Krsna. 

YAVANA - Barbarian, i.e. one who does 
not follow a pure lifestyle. 

YOGA - Spiritual discipline practised to 
become linked with the Supreme. 

YOGAMAyA - The internal potency of 
Bhagavan that arranges and enhances 
all His pastimes. 

YOGA-MISRA-BHAKTI - Bhakti mixed 
with yoga, where bhakti predominates. 

YOGESVARA - The supreme master of 
mystic power, Sri Krsna. 

YOGI - (1) One whose heart remains 
connected with Sri Bhagavan (2) One 
who endeavours for spiritual perfection. 

YUGA - One age within the cycle of the 
universal four ages, named Satya, Treta, 
Dvapara and Kali. 

YUGA-AVATARA - Incarnations of the 
Lord who teach the particular religion 
for each yuga. 
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vatsalya-bhava to bhaktas ..491, 496, 

515, 519, 655 

aggressors (atatayi), six types .40 

agni-hotra .322 

ahankara .378 

ahimsa (non-violence) .205, 544 

aikantika-bhakti .415, 973 

aisvarya .452, 536, 591, 6 27 

aisvarya-mayi-lila .627 

Ajamila .103 

akanna .121—2, 165, 173 

three levels of .252 

akhila-rasdmrta-murti . 60 

akhila-rasamrta-sindhu .642 

aksara .421, 644, 650 

Amba . 61 

Ambalikd . 6 1 

Ambarisa Maharaja .140, 663, 967 

Ambika . 6 1 

amnaya .222 

arhsa(s) .io, 720 


arhsi (whole) .10 

analogies 

a fish comes out of the water .550 

a group of wells .118 

a wish-fulfillingjewel .10 

axe of detachment .785 

bird and ocean .341 

body like a hotel .300 

chastisement of affectionate 

mother .236 

chronic disease gets cured .354 

courageous warrior conquered 

ten directions .217 

eating and bhajana .456 

gang of dacoits .142 

gold is cause of a golden 

earring .382 

gold is present in all golden 

ornaments .620 

great fort or capital city .214 

iron in contact with fire .473 

ladder consists of the steps .324 

lamp lit in a dark room .280 

life air is sustained by supplying 

food to the stomach .498 

lotus leaf never becomes wet .152 

night for all conditioned souls .151 

ocean water evaporates to form 

rainclouds .499 

one staircase calledyoga .368 

owl .152 

rainy season .153 

riven cloud .357 

rivers entering the ocean .499 

scorpions born from rice .746 

sky aloof to activities of the wind. 468 

sun andjivas .79 

sunlight is miserable for the owl.. 517 

the cakravaka bird .517 

the mighty wind .352 

the only way to taste sugar candy 371 
the valuable gem and an expert 
theatre actor .629 
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to control the wind .139 

tortoise .137 

two friendly birds on the branch ..424 


very intense rays of sun . 

.119 

watering the root of a tree... 

. 456 

wind carrying the aroma of 


flowers . 

. 796 

anandamaya . 

.690 

ananya-bhaktas .491, 

533, 640 

ananya-bhakt i . 

656, 696 

anarthas . 

. 450 

anger (krodha) .142- 

4, 208-9 

anima siddhi (becoming atomic 


in size) . 

.269 

annamaya . 

.690 

Antaryami . 

425, 442 

antyaja (outcastes) . 

.2.33 

anubhavas . 

. 596 

apana . 

.266 

apara-sakti . 

. 378 

aparyaptam . 

.23 

aprakrta . 

.237 

aptahama . 

.182 

arcana . 

.233 

arddharathi . 

. 19, 621 

Arjuna . 

. II 

answers four questions . 

.131 

as a parikara . 

.225 

as difficult to control as the wind ..352 

asks sixteen questions . 

.. 129-31 

attain nitya-sattva . 

.117 

“be ready for the battle” . 

OO 


bewildered by ambiguous 

instructions .121, 159 

birth of Prthdfrom lndra .52 

divine eyes are inferior to the loving 

eyes of .589 

forgot his natural friendly 

relationship with Krsna .622 

from same dynasty as Krsna .208 

have also pleased Lord Siva .354 

in abdhuta-rasa .596 

in an ocean of embarrassment .66 

ineligibile to perform jhdna-yoga and 

bhahti-yoga .121, 186 

just an instrument .633 

made to vow by Dronacarya .5 6 

made to vow by Krsna that His 

devotee is never destroyed .524 

ofjiva-tattv a .227 


sakhya-bhava . 66 

saw the universal form .593 

two sentiments that are inherent 
within his relationship to 

Krsna .224 

Arjuna Misra .492 

arpanam .259 

artharthl .392, 395 

artha-sastra .40 

artta .392, 395 

Arundhati star .117 

arudha-yogi .324 

Aryan society .918-21 

asaiiga (aloof or unmixed) .467 

asannyasta-sahkalpa .323 

asat-karma .871 

astahga-yoga .265, 267, 320, 341 

astra .23 

astra-sastra . 16 

Asuram bhavam asritah .391 

asuras . see demon(s) 

Asvatthama .22, 41 

asvattha tree .780, 818 

Asvini Kumaras .52 

atirathi .18 

atma . see soul 

atmarama .182 

attachment .326 

and aversion .203-4 

to be given up .298-300 

austerities .849-50, 860-863 

SEE TAPASYA 

avatara(s) .235-6 

avidvat-pratiti .476 

avidya . see ignorance 

avyavasayatmika buddhi .120 

B 

baddha-jivas (conditioned or bound 
souls) ...7, 319, 380, 522, 725, 731, 747 

bahiranga .378 

bahu-sakhah .106 

bahu syan 1.228 

Baladeva (Sri Baladeva) .54, 380 

Baladeva Vidyabhusana . xlv-vi, 233, 

235, 302, 333, 827 

ball or bhuta-yajna .175 

Bhadra Kali .134 

Bhagavan (Sri Bhagavan) .301-3 

birth and activities are 
transcendental .237-9 
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cannot tolerate slightest insult 


to His bhaktas .525 

free from perverted transfor¬ 
mation .387 

genealogical synopsis from .546 

indifferent to all acts .471 

is equal to no one .625 

manifests in five forms .958 

master and enjoyer of all 

yajhas .319, 501 

nature of His form .227-231 

only achieved by bhakti .247, 307 

only enjoyer of articles .319 

Paramatma as amsa of. .582 

reason for His appearance .232-4 

refutes the opinion of the 

mayavadis .792 

rewards His worshipper 

accordingly .143-5 

Sri Krsna is Svayam Bhagavan.... 542 
the seed-giving father .747 


unmanifest to the unintelligent 408-11 
worship of (see also bhajana) .. 403 
can attain the different 
fruits of worshipping 


various demigods . 

.119 

four types of worshippers .370 

symptom of great 


intelligence . 

.400 

B hagavat-sandarbha . 

.137 

bhajana .372, 

415, 456 

a result of spiritual merit.... 

.399 

determination in . 

107, 522 

reciprocated by Sri Krsna.... 

....243-5 

removes anarthas and sins.. 

.450 

results are not the same . 

.2 AA 

bhalita . see devotee 

bhakta-vatsala . 

398, 508 

Bhakti 


as sadhana to attain Sri 


Bhagavan . 

....102-4 

as the king of all knowledge 

.455 

attained only by association 


of bhaktas . 

.185,191 

bh akti-tattva . 

535. 683 

conquers Sri Bhagavan . 

.715 

destroys both prarabdha and 

apmrabdha . 

.519 

destroys the three gunas . 

.741 

devoid of jhana and karma.. 

. 112, II9 


fifth goal ( pahcama- 

purusartha) .11 6 

giving instructions on .194 

in comparison to karma , 

jhana etc .452 

in the form ofkirtana .481 

is supremely independent .193, 370 

mixed with material modes .75 6 

of two types .3, 9, 452 

removes all miseries .146 

sole essence of the Vedas .120 

the root cause of .462 

two concomitant fruits of .184, 684 

Bhakti-devi .105, 453 

bhakti-misra-jhana .835 

bhakti-misra-jhani .947 

bhakti-rasa .113 

bhakti-yoga .100-6, 163, 367, 

370, 449, 655, 662, 667, 677 

Bharata Maharaja .104, 134, 426 

Bharata Muni .176 

Bhima .52 

Bhisma (Grandsire ).24, 56-62 

fought Parasurama .61-2 

and yogamaya .58 

bhumi-adi (earth, etc.) .378 

Bhurisrava .22, 23 

birth .71, 90, 221, 228, 237 

body .67-70, 228-31, 796-8 

gross and subtle .68-74 

nine gates of .300 

brahma 

as aksara .421, 644, 650, 806-8 

as soul with eight special 

qualities .733 

merely My bodily effulgence .260 

negating the created world .378 

with the help of bhakti .371 

Brahma 

his day and night .438-40 

life span .235 

produced progeny .172 

brahma-bhuta .733 

Brahma-loka .931 

Brahmana(s) .119, 247-8, 916-924 

brOhmana who lived in the 

land of Avanti .352 

Brahmanda-ghata .591 

brahma-nirvana .314-5 

brahma-sayujya .941 
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brahma-vetta .124 

brahma-yajha .175 

brahml sthitih .154 

bridge of arrows .30 

Buddhists .87, 242, 827 

buddhi-yoga . see bhakti yoga 

C 

Caitanya (Caitanya Mahaprabhu) .91, 

139, 223, 236, 272, 476, 820, 945 

caitya-guru .954 

candrayana-vrata .265 

Carvaka .87, 827 

catuh-sloki .554, 683 

caturmasya-vrata .109 

Cekitana .19 

celestial sun planet .37 

celibacy .860 

ChandKazl .837 

Cintdmani .425 

Citraketu Maharaja .380 

cit-sakti (the internal potency) .6 

in the form of yogamaya .230 

manifest in three ways .712 

citta .340, 354 

compassion .52, 136 

conch-shell .27 

coward (klaibyam) .51 

cycle of karma .180 

cycle of the universe .180 

D 

danda (punishment) .209 

daivi-sampad (twenty-six divine 

qualities) .821-4 

dama (bribe) .209 

dOmodara-lila .541 

Dattatreya .78 

death 

different paths by which yogis pass 

from this world at . 443-8 

new body after .796-8 

no fear of .418 

remembrance at the 

time of .426-8 

delusion (kasmalam) .50 

demigods (devas) .403-8 

are Bhagavan's vibhuti-svarupa.... 497 
aspire to see visvarupa but 

never can .636 

born from sakti of 
Sri Bhagavan .181 


can never understand birth of Sri 

Bhagavan .537-8 

create obstacles in path .184-5 

die after duties are complete .502 

originally born from Bhagavan... 547 

paths of the devas .447 

preside over respective senses .196 

saw the battle of Kuruksetra .602 

demon(s) .359, 822-37 

determination .107, 522 

deva(s) . see demigods 

Devahuti .361 

deva-yajha .175 

Deway ani .74 

devotee(s) .668-78 

associating with .397 

attains all opulence .449 

attain Sri Bhagavan even in 

present body .240 

attain supreme bliss .551 

beyond the modes of material 

nature .769-78 

bound Sri Bhagavan by 

affection .515-6 

constantly perform kirtana .480 

extremely rare .376 

make Sri Bhagavan hungry and 

thirsty by their love .507 

only they could see the universal 

form .602 

remains in individual existence 

after liberation .743 

Dhananjaya .659 

dharma .64, 170, 233, 574 

dharma-ksetra .13 

dharma-sastra .40, 55, 67, 823 

Dhrstadyumna .17 

Dhrtarastra .15 

Dhruva .395 

dhy ana-yoga .334 

disciple .224 

distinction (pratistha) .107 

Draupadeya .20 

Draupadi .612, 632 

dravya-yajha .264 

Drona .55 

Dronacarya .16 

drsta (seen) or adrsta (unseen) .752 

Drupada .16, 19 

Duhsasana .632 
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Dutvasa .52, 519 

Duryodhana .15 

duskrta .390-1 

E 

ekatvena ( oneness) .484 

empiricists .245 

enemy 

controlled by four principles .209 

place of shelter .214-5 

energy . see sakti 

equanimity (called yoga) .160 

F 

fasting .138, 850 

fearless .820 

fire of digestion .803 

food .802 

fifteen mouthfuls per day .265 

in the mode of darkness .856 

in the mode of goodness .853-4 

in the mode of passion .855 

purpose of. .856 

G 

Gajendra .395 

Gandhari, .15 

Gahga devi .5 6 

Garbhodakasayi Visnu .562 

Gargi .124 

Garuda .341 

gates 

nine gates of the body .300 

ghastly warfare .158 

ghost .718 

Gopala Bhatta Gosvami .894 

gopis .810, 965 

grains .175-177 

Grasisnu .705 

Gudakesa .33 

gunas (material modes)...112, 196-7, 248, 
742, 748, 756, 769, 777, 847, 915 

guni-bhuta bhakti .392, 396 

guru .56, 62, 224, 274-5 

guru-parampara .222 

H 

Hanuman .30 

happiness .75, 94, 124, 312 

Haridasa Thakura .727, 820 

hari-ndma .191, 727 

Harivamsa .158 

havi .260 

hima (snow) .57 


Hiranyagarbha .546, 760 

Hiranyakasipu .836 

Hrsikesa . 33 

humanity, two categories of .359 

I 

ignorance .76, 213-5,301-6, 733 

imitator .133 

imposter .166 

India .52 

intelligence 

atma-pravana .151 

comes from Bhagavan alone.... 543-4 

difficult to control .215-7 

entering the core of. .552 

fixed as the sthita-prajna .141 

granted to atmavdn .113 

is perishable .407 

not resolute .119 

supreme .105 

those who lost their intelligence 

(hrta-jndndh) .402 

two types .151 

Isa 

refers to Rudra .556 

Isvara 

appears to the yogis .244 

never partial .836 

J 

Jada Bharata .134-5 

jada-dravyamaya .284 

jada-vadls .242 

Jagai and Madhai . 531,837 

Jagan-nivasa .624 

Jains .827 

Janaka Maharaja .124 

Janardana .158 

Jarasandha .391 

Jaya and Vijaya .58, 380 

jijtidsu .395 

jitendriyah .296 

jiva(s) .6-8, 68-100 

among countless, one becomes 

human . 376 

as anu (atomic)... 77-9, 541, 585, 795 

as ksetrajna .381 

becomes free from sin .179 

born of desire and hate .413 

bound .717-8, 742, 748 

controlled by their acquired 
nature .301-5, 387 


1019 


visit www.bhaktabandhav.org 





















































































General Index 


covered by three degrees 

of lust .211 

eligible to participate in 

Sri Bhagavan’s lila .284 

emanates from tatastha-sakti .714 

embodied .8o, 230-1 

freed from the bondage of karma. 250 

freedom from death .348 

from prakrti and purusa .745-9 

misuses independence .248 

never become brahma .250 

never fell from Sri Bhagavan’s 

abode .380, 722 

perfection of jaiva-dharma .721 

superior to mind and 

intelligence .217-8 

tastes the fruits of the tree .424 

two types of .7, 68 

unborn nature of .228 

Jiva Gosvami .235, 571 

jhana 

attained by niskdma-karma- 

yoga .288 

burns up all karma except 

prarabdha .278 

cannot perfect sannyasa 

without it .164 

covered by lust .211 

depends on niskdma-karma .193 

desired by devotees .451 

generally saguna .744 

ineffective without bhakti .371 

must be renounced .106 

not qualified to attain .281 

superior to karma in the mode of 

goodness .160 

under influence of gunas .112 

jhanagni .255 

jhana-misra pradhani-bhuta .510 

jhana-sannyasa .873 

jhana-sastra .67 

Jhana-svarupa .708 

jhana-yajna .262 

jhana-yoga .10, 106, 222, 821 

jnanendrivas .167, 144, 203 

jnanis .163, 243, 307 

jhata .708 

K 

Ka (refers to Brahma) .556 

kaivalya (mukti) .342 


kdma (lust) . 

..208-10, 312 

Kamsa . 

.235, 835 

kamya-karma . 

. 122-3 

Kapi-dhvaja . 

.30 

Kapiladeva . 

.161, 361 

Karanodakasayi . 

.586 

Kardama Rsi . 

.361 

karma . 

. 251-5 

attachment to fruits of. 

.297 

binds all to material world .170 

divisions based on . 

. 248 

external manifestation 

of in three 

divisions . 

.895 

free from sin . 

. 99 

material existence of thejxva .421 

nitya and naimittika... 

.122, 103, 

876-9,887 


not a direct practice .9 

performance of prescribed 

duties .io2, 169-75 180-206 

prarabdha-karma .88 

the purpose of. .194 

three types .121-2, 246, 253 

under influence of modes .112 

karma-cakra .181 

karma-kanda .272, 290, 359 

karma-misrd bhakti .392 

karma-sannyasa .106, 253-4, 294 

karma-yajha .261 

karma-yoga .103-6, 106,163, 167, 446 

karmendriyas .167, 204 

karmis .163, 446 

Kasiraja .19 

Kasyapa dynasty .53 

Kesava .36, 158 

Kesi .158 

kevala bhakti.... 9, 395, 434, 436-7, 457 

kirtana, .480 

knowledge . see jnana 

krcchra-vrata .265 

krodha . see anger 

Krpacarya .22, 56 

Krsna .118, 185, 243-5, 288, 425, 

460-1, 474-6, 494, 591-3, 627-8 

krsna-seva-vdsand .462 

ksatriya .52, 87, 94, 248, 930 

ksetra .681-2, 687-8, 745-6, 

ksetra-jha .681-7 

Kslrodakasayl Visnu .562 

ksudram ( lamentation ).52 
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kukarma (sinful actions ).165 

Kumaras .182 

Kuntl .52 

Kuntibhoja .20 

Kuruksetra .12 

Kuru Maharaja .12 

kuta-stha .329, 650, 716, 805 

L 

laziness .252 

liberation, paths to attain .373 

SEE ALSO MUKTI 

life airs .263, 316 

lust . SEE KAMA 

M 

Madhava .39 

Madhu .51, 53 

Madhumangala .54 

madhurya .374-6 

Madhusudana .53 

Madhusudana Sarasvatl .229, 232 

Madri .52 

maha-bhagavatas .453, 520-21 

Mahadeva .57 

mahanubhavan .55 

maha-papma .209 

maha-pralaya .89, 469, 949 

maha-prasada .858 

Maharaja Ambansa .967 

maharathi .18 

maha-sanah .209 

Maha-Sahkarsana .380 

mahat-tattva .378, 780 

Mahavisnu .33 

Magha (month of) .75 

Maitreyi .72 

manana .662 

Mandhata Maharaja .147 

mano-gatOn .131 

mantavyah .519 

mantra .8, 52, 383 

manvantaras .222, 235 

markata-vaimgya .145 

material elements (five) .68 

material existence .127 

Matsya avatara, .373 

maya (maya sakti) .7-8, 117, 231-2, 

243, 248, 378, 381, 412, 430 

mayayapahrta-jhanis .390 

mercy .236, 243, 400, 537, 552 

milk .223, 854, 856 


mind .74, 111, 1248, 142, 173, 198, 

215-7, 3 I2 > 3 i 6 > 32.i1 321-36, 352, 
427, 478, 532, 661, 657-64, 730, 797 


miser .124 

mleccha .233 

moksa .371, 744 

moksa-kahksi .874 

mouse carrier . 992 

mudhah .390 

mukulita .211, 747 

muni .324 

N 

naimittika-karma .122-3, 246 

naiskarmya .102 

N akula .52 

namObhasa .278 

nama-sahkirtana, .237 

N amastaka .278 

Nandimukhi .54 

Narada Muni .89, 102, 182, 341 

night .151 

Nimi Maharaja .362 

nirddista-visaya .117 

nirguna-bhakti .102, 108, 160, 

206, 375 

nirvana .242 

nirveda .127 

nirvisesa-brahma .373-4. 648, 809 

niscayatmika buddhi .107 

niskama-jaiva-dharma .213 

niskama-harma-yoga .10, 102, 

121-7, 290-4, 323 

nitya-karma .246, 883 

nitya-trptah .256 

nivrtti .293 

nr-yajha .175 

O 

Orii (Omkara) .432-3 

P 

pahca-suna .176 

Pandu .52 

papa-yonayah .527 

para .719 

para bhakti .936-9, 944 

parabrahma .686 

para-dharma .205-6 

parama-madhurya-bhava .642 

paranmrthika-sraddha .462 


Paramatma .70, 78-9, 185, 307, 328, 

378,424, 686, 705, 719, 834 
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paramatma jnana .961 

paramatma-tattva .807 

Paramesvara .89, 100, 302, 305, 795 

Parantapa .52 

para prakrti . 746 

Parasumma .13, 61-2 

par a-tatty a .811 

pariccheda-vada .793 

parikaras .243 

Pariksit Maharaja .71 

parinama .464 

paroksa-vada .536 

partiality .301-5, 515-7 

Patahjali Muni .341 

peace .153, 182, 320 

phalgu ( useless ).145 

pious men (who performs worship) 

four types of .392 

pitr-yajha .175 

planetary systems .438 

pradhana .305 

pradhOni-hhuta bhakti .10, 392-5 

prakrti .228-9,304, 745-7 

pranamaya .690 

pranava .261, 433 

pranipatena .274 

prarabdha-harma .88 

Prataparudra . 66 3 

pratibimba-vadis .793 

pratistha (basis) .775 

pratyahara .343 

pravrtti .293 

prema .9, 375 

profit (labha ).107 

Prtha .51, 208 

prthaktvena (difference, duality) .484 

Prthu Maharaja .13 

punishment .200 

punya-karma . 762 

Purahjana .300, 427 

purna-vikasita .747 

Puru .73 

Purujit .20 

purusartha .167 

purusas (five) .690 

Purusa-sukta .586 

Purusottama .557 

purva-mlmOmsa .258 

purva-samskara .298 


Q 

questions 

sixteen questions by Arjuna .130 

How can You accept service of an 

adharmika person? .524 

How can one attain stability of 

mind? .430 

How can Sri Bhagavan be without 

birth? .543 

How thejhOnls are inferior? .651 

How to know You at the time of 

death? .420 

If You are asahga and nirvikara, 

how do You create? .470 

Is Sri Bhagavan atomic like 

thejiva? .430 

What are the gunas? .742 

What becomes of those who 

attain You? .436 

What isjapa? .432 

What isjhana 1 .685 

What is ksetra and who is 

ksetra-jha ?.681 

What is that bhajana 1 .480 

What is the destination of those who 

deride Sri Bhagavan? .477 

What is the necessity of My 

appearance? .233 

What is the object of meditation?. 432 

What is the ultimate goal? .432 

When is one's yoga complete? .337 

Who has adhikara to perform 

bhakti? .414 

Why attached to sense objects? .197 

Why did the relationship of 

ksetra-jha and maya occur? .710 

Why does Arjuna want to see the 

visvarupa? . 584 

Why does Krsna not accept articles 
offered to Him with bhakti by those 

who worship the demigods? .507 

Why do people worship You in 

various ways? .486 

Why Krsna's pastimes are not 

visible at all times? . 410 

Why learned persons do not take 

shelter of You? . 390 

R 

Radhika .628 
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raga-marga .138 

raganuga-bhakti .550, 664, 789 

rahasya .453, 683 

rOjasikajmna .898 

rajo-guna .752 

raksoghna-mantra (a mantra to 

destroy raksasas) .614 

Rama .30-31 

Ramanujacarya .167, 229-30, 237-8 

rasa .311 

raso vai sah .60 

Ravana .832 

Raya ROmananda .945 

religious impostors .272 

Rg Veda .179 

ritualistic activities .109 

rtvik (priest ).178 

R upa Gosvami .336 


S 

sabda-brahma .275 

sac-cid-ananda .541 

sac-cid-ananda para-tattva . 

sacrifice .170-80 

killing animals or drinking 

wine in .856-857 

sadacOxa .187 

sad-guru .274 


sadhaka .138-9,143,167, 203, 316, 335, 


347, 427, 753, 934, 954 


sadhana .106, 169, 216, 348, 372, 

652, 655-56 

sadhana-bhakti .375, 526, 658 

sadharmya . 743-44 

sadhu .519 

Sahadeva .52 

saguna and ( nirguna ).117, 847, 650 

Saibya .20 

sakOma-bhaktas .417 

sakama-karma .102, 181 

sakama-kannis .299, 359 

sakti .388 

acintya-sakti .239, 476, 539 

bahiranga sakti .378 

cit-sakti .6, 230, 712 


maya-sakti .6, 231-2, 378, 381, 


412, 430 

tatastha-sakti (jiva-sakti) .68, 308, 

379-81, 746 

yogamaya-sakti .468 


saktiman .545 

saktyavesa-avatara . 233, 568 

salokya-mukti .433 

sama ( appeasement ).209 

sama-darsl .308-9 

samOdhi .111, 148, 340-3 

Samanta Pancaka .13 

samasa, six types of .572 

Sama Veda .575 

sammudhah ( bewildered ).541 

sampradaya .222 

samprajnata .340 

sainsaya-atma (doubtful) .281 

sanatana .385 

sanatanOh .43 

sancari-blmvas .596 

Sandipani Muni .53 

sandhya .246 

saiiga (association ).752 

Sanjaya .13 

sankalpa (the determination 

to accept) .216 

Sankara .57 

Sanharacarya . 795 

saiikhya (satikhya-yoga) .100 

sankirtana-yajna .821 

sankucita .211, 747 

sannyasa .165, 873 

sannyasi .253, 291-5, 300, 321 

Santanu .56 

santa-rati (neutral attachment) .347 

santustah .669 

saramgati .788 

SEE SURRENDER 

Sarasvati-devi .22 

sarva-svarupa .245 

Sat-Patha Brahmana .13 

sattva-guna .750, 760, 

sattva-samsuddhih .819 

satya-sahkalpa .591 

Satyavrata .373 

Saubhadra .20 

Saubhari Rsi .147, 361 

savisesa-brahma .376 

scripture .23, 87, 127, 203, 207, 

244, 280-1, 841 

makes provision for killing animals 

or drinking wine .856-857 

seasons .575 
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self . SEE SOUL OR JIVA 

senses .144, 203-4, 215, 35 2 

siddhanta .2.81 

sin .83, 176 

sitting posture .332 

smarana .66 2 

smartas .512 

Somadatta .23 

Somagiri .425 

soma-rasa (soma juice) .109 

soul .67-91 

as ksetra-jiia .685 

fall into the material ocean .326 

pure soul .297 

SEE ALSO JIVA 

sraddha .375, 505, 647 

paramarthika-sraddha .462 

Sridhara Svami .116, 188, 229, 236 

sruva .260 

sthayl-bhava .596 

sthita-prajha .129-139, 145-151, 162 

stories 

Arjuna Misra . 492-5 

Avanti brahmana .352 

SEE ALSO ANALOGIES 

suddha-sattva .821, 852 

Sudras .248 

Sukadeva Gosvami .397 

Sukracarya .61, 73 

Sumeru Mountain .409-10 

simyavadis .245 

Supreme Controller (mahesvara ).... 318 

Surasena .207 

surrender .8i, 389, 400-2, 788, 977 

Surya (sun) .225, 402, 423 

svabhava .229, 421-22 

svabhavavadls (nature theorists) 242, 955 

sva-dharma .206, 928-30 

svarii bhavayati .422 

svamsa .475, 586, 791, 796, 806 

svarga (Svarga-loka) .94 

svarupa .683, 808 

syama (grass) .13 

Syamasundara .373 

Svayambhuva Manu .222 

T 

tad-ahga pradhana .453, 683 

tamasika-jhana .898 

tamo-guna .759 

tantra-sara .170 


tatastha-sakti .68, 308, 379, 746 

tattva-jhana .10, 979 

traigunya .in 

trsna .752 

tyaga .881 

U 

uddista-visaya .117 

Ujjain .53 

unseen controllers .181 

Upadesamrta .336 

uttama-adhikari bhaktas .520 

uttama-bhakti .938 

Uttamauja .20 

V 

vada . 569, 571 

vaisistya .8 

Vaisnavas 

not even accept sattvikafood .856 

Vaisnava sampradayas .222 

vaisvadeva .176 

vaisyas .248 

Vaivasvata-manvantara .222 


vantast .290 

varnasrama .233, 235, 248, 917 

varna-dharma .248, 917 

Varttiha-sutra .294 

Vasudeva (and Devaki) .542 

Vasudeva-nandana .475, 625 

vatsalya-bhava .655 

Vayu .52 

Vedas .108-12, 119, 536 

Vedavyasa . see vyasadeva 

vl ta-bhaya .133 

vita-krodha .133 

vita-raga .133, 241 

vibhinnamsa .423, 791, 796 

vibhuti .548 

vibhuti-yoga .801 

Vicitravirya .61 

Vidura .508 

vidya (vidya-sahti) .304-5, 569, 941 

vijitatma .296 


vijhana . 

vijhanamaya 

vikalpa . 

vikarma . 

Vikarna . 

vikasita . 

Vinayahas.... 
Virata . 


. 375 . 453 

.690 

... 216, 658 
121—2, 252 

.22, 23 

. 747 

.505 

. 18, 19, 28 
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Virocana .604, 979 

visarga .421-2 

vismaya-rati . 596 

Visnu . 170, 302, 702 

visuddha-bhakti .7, 644, 814 

visuddha sattva-guna .112 

visuddhatma .296 

visuddha-visesa .744 

Visvdmitra Muni .147 

Visvamurte .626 

Visvanatha Cahravarti .xliii-ix 

visvarupa .588-9 

vi svarupa-upasana .483-4 

vivarta .464 

Vrsala .133-5 

Vrsni dynasty .207-8 

Vyasa . see vyasadeva 

Vyasadeva .146-7, 689 

vyavasayatmika-buddhi .118 

vyuha . 16 

W 

wisdom .50, 157 

wise.292 

women .527, 573 

wrestling arena of Mathura .615 

Y 

Yadus .53 

yajha .170-3, 177-9, 258-69, 

272, 284, 318, 322, 866 

Yajhavalkya Rsi .40, 72, 124 

Yamaraja .52 


Yasoda .474, 590-1 

Yayati .73, 147 

yoddha .19 

yoga .256, 323 

bhahti-yoga is superior .367-68 

buddhi-yoga .101 

eight limbs of .265 

follow yama, niyama, etc .343 

practise at every moment .126 

three types of . 725 

two divisions of the eternal 

yoga system .284 

yoga-aisvarya .466 

yoga-arudha .32.5—7 

yoga-aruruksu muni .324 

yoga-ksema .492 

yoga ladder .324 

yogamaya .229-31, 410-2, 468, 559 

Yogamaya-Paurnamasi .54 

yoga-misra-bhakti .430 

yoga-sastra .335, 688 

yoga-vittamah .644-46 

yogi .129, 300, 312-3, 321-68, 

424-9, 445, 646, 651, 799 

yojana .595 

Yudhamanyu .18, 20 

Yudhisthira .52 

yuga .234, 235, 438 

yukta-vairagya .204, 815 

Yuyudhana .18, 19 
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A 

abhayam sattva-samsuddhir .817 

abhisandhaya tuphalam .859 

abhito brahma-nirvanam .315 

abhyasad ramate yatra .910 

abhydsa-yoga-yuktena .428 

abhydsa-yogena tato .659 

abhydsena tu kaunteya .353 

abhydse ’py asamartho . 660 

abhyutthanam adharmdsya .232 

d-brdhma-bhuvandl lokdh .437 

dcdraty dtmanah sreryas .839 

deary am upasahgamya .14 

deary an matulan bhrdtrn .34 

deary ah pitarah putras .38 

dearyopasanam sauearh .693 

acchedyo ’yam addhyo .85 

adrsta-purvam hrsito .624 

adesa-kale yad danam .865 

adharmam dharmam .908 

adharmabhibhavat krsna .43 

adhas ca mulany .782 

adhas corddhvam prasrtas .782 

adhibhutam ca him .419 

adhibhutam ksaro bhdvah .423 

adhisthanam tatha karta .888 

adhisthaya manas .798 

adhiyajnah katham ko .420 

adhiyajno ’ham evatra .423 

adhyatma-jndna-nityatvam .693 

adhyatma-vidya vidyanam .568 

adhyesyate caya imam .983 

adityanam aham visnur .562 

advesta sarva-bhutanam . 66 7 

ady-antavantah kaunteya .311 

dgamdpdyino ’nityas tarns .74 

aghdyur indriyaramo .179 

agnirjyotir ahah .444 

aham adir hi devanam .537 

aham adis ea madhyam .561 

aham dtmd gudakesa .561 

aham evaksayah halo .572 

aham hi sarva-yajhdndm .500 

aham kratur aham yajhah .485 


aham krtsnasyajagatah .380 

aham sarvasya prabhavo .547 

aham tvarh sarva-papebhyo .971 

aham vaisvanaro bhutvd .802 

ahatikdram balam darpam .834, 933 

ahahkdra itvyam me .377 

ahahkdra-vimudhdtmd .195 

dhard rdjasasyestd .854 

dhdras tv api sarvasya .851 

ahimsa samatd tustis .543 

ahimsa satyam akrodhas .817 

aho bata mahat-papam .45 

dhus tvdm rsayah .554 

airavatam gajendrdndm .565 

ajdnatd mahimanam tavedarir .621 

ajhas casraddadhanas ca .281 

ajhdnam edbhijdtasya .822 

ajhdnendvrtam jhanam .303 

ajo nityah sdsvato .81 

ajo ’pi sann avyaydtmd .227 

akarmanas ca boddhavyam .251 

akirtim capi bhutani .95 

akhyahi me ko bhavan .609 

aksaram paramam brahma .421 

aksardndm a-kdro ’smi .572 

amdnitvam adambhitvam .693 

ami ca tvdm dhrtardstrasya . 606 

amt hi tvdm sura . 6 02 

amrtam caiva mrtyus .485 

anadi-madhyantam ananta .600 

anadi mat-param .697 

anaditvan nirgunatvat .734 

ananta devesajagan .615 

anantas cdsmi ndganam .566 

anantavijayam raja .28 

ananta-viryamita-vikramas .619 

ananyas cintayanto mam .490 

ananyenaiva yogena .654 

anapeksah sucir daksa .673 

anarya-justam asvargyam .50 

anasino ’prameyasya tasmdd .79 

anasritah karma-phalam .321 

anatmanas tu satrutve .326 
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aneka-bahudara-vaktra .597 

aneka-citta-vibhrantd .832 

aneka-divydbharanam .593 

aneka-janma-samsiddhas .364 

aneka-vaktra-nayanam .593 

anena prasavisyadhvam .172 

anicchann api varsneya .207 

aniketah sthira-matir .675 

anistam istarit misrath .886 

anityam asukham lokatn .530 

annad bhavanti bhutani .177 

anta-kale ca mam eva .425 

antavanta ime deha .79 

antavat tu phalatn .406 

anubandham ksayarh himsOm .901 

anudvega-kararh vakyam .861 

anye ca bahavah sura .21 

anye sankhyena yogena .723 

anye tv evam ajOnantah .726 

adhyo ’bhijanavOn asmi .831 

apOne juhvati pranam .266 

aparath bhavato janma .224 

aparaspara-sambhutam .825 

apare niyataharah prnnan .266 

apareyam itas tv any am .379 

aparyaptam tad asmakarit .23 

apasyad deva-devasya .594 

aphalakOnksibhir yajno .858 

aphaldkOnksibhir yuktaih .862 

aphala-prepsuna karma .900 

api ced asi papebhyah .277 

api cet su-duracaro .518 

api trailokya-rOjyasya .38 

aprakaso 'pravrttis ca .758 

aprapya mam nivartante .461 

aprapya yoga-samsiddhim .3 5 5 

apratistho maha-bOho .356 

apuryamanam acala .152 

arto jijhasur artharthi .391 

aruruksor muner yogam .323 

asad ity ucyate partha .871 

asaktam satya-bhrc .702 

asakta-buddhih saiyatra .931 

asaktir anabhisvangah .693 

asakto hy acaran .185 

asammudhah sa martyesu .540 

asamsayam maha-baho .353 

asamsayam samagram mam .369 

asamyatatmana yogo .354 


asa-pasa-satair baddhah .830 

asastra-vihitam ghoram .849 

asat-krtam avajmtam .865 

asatyam apratistham te .825 

asau may a hatah .831 

ascaryavae cainam anyah .90 

Uscaryavat pasyati kascid .90 

asito devalo vyasah .5 54 

asmOkan tu visistaye .21 

asocyati anvasocas tvaiii .66 

asraddadhanah purusa .461 

asraddhaya hutam dattam .871 

asthitah sa hi yuktatma .398 

asurithyonim apanna .835 

asvasayam asa ca .633 

asvatthama vikarnas ca .21 

asvattham enam su .784 

asvatthah sarva-vrksanam .565 

atattvartha-vad alpam .899 

atha cainam nitya-jatam .86 

atha cet tvam ahahkaran .952 

atha cet tvam imam .95 

atha cittam samOdhatum .659 

athaitad apy asakto .662 

atha kena prayukto .207 

athava bahunaitena kith .579 

athava yoginam eva .361 

atha vyavasthitan drstva .29 

atmaiva hy atmano .325 

atmany eva ca santustas .181 

atmany evatmana tustah .131 

atma-sambhavitOh stabdha .8 3 3 

atma-samstham manah .338 

atma-samyama-yogagnau .263 

atmaupamyena sarvatra .349 

atmavantam na karmani .282 

atma-vasyair vidheyatma .145 

ato ’smi loke vede .807 

atra sura mahesvasa .18 

atyeti tat satyam .448 

avacya-vadaths ca .97 

avajananti mam mudha .473 

avapya bhumOv asapatnam .64 

avibhaktam ca bhutesu .705 

avibhaktam vibhaktesu .896 

avinasi tu tad viddhi .77 

avrtam jhanam etena .211 

avyaktadini bhutani .88 

avyaktad vyaktayah sarvah .439 
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avyakta hi gatir .651 

avyaktam vyaktim apannam .408 

avyakta-nidhanany eva .88 

avyakto ’ksara ity .441 

avyakto ’yam acintyo .85 

ayanesu ca sarvesu .24 

ayathavat prajanati .907 

ayatih sraddhayopeto yogac .3 5 5 

ayudhanam aham vajram .566 

ayuktah kama-karena .299 

ayuktah prakrtah stabdhah .904 

ayuh-sattva-balarogya .853 

B 

bahavo jhana-tapasa .240 

bahir antas ca bhutanam .703 

bahudaram bahu-damstm .604 

bahunam janmanam .400 

bahilni me vyatitani .226 

bahUny adrsta-purvani .586 

bahu-sahha hy anantas .105 

bahya-sparsesv asaktatma .310 

balam balavatam caham .385 

bandham moksam ca .907 

bandhur atmdtmanas tasya .326 

bijam mam sarva-bhutanam .385 

bhajanty ananya-manaso .478 

bhaktim mayi param .980 

bhakto ’si me sakha .224 

bhaktya tv ananyaya .638 

bhavami na drat .654 

bhavan bhismas ca .21 

bhavanti bhava bhutanam .543 

bhavanti sampadam .817 

bhavapyayau hi bhutanam .582 

bhava-samsuddhir ity .861 

bhavaty atyaginam pretya .886 

bhavisyani ca bhutani .411 

bhavita na came .982 

bhayad ranad uparatam .96 

bhisma-drona-pramukhatah .32 

bhlsmam evabhiraksantu .24 

bhismo dronah sUta-putras .606 

bhogaisvarya-prasaktanam .no 

bhoktdram yajna-tapasam .318 

bhrdmayan sarva-bhutani .955 

bhruvor madhye pranam .429 

bhumir apo 'nalo vayuh .377 

bhunjate te tv agham .175 

bhuta-bharttr ca taj .705 


bhuta-bhavana bhutesa .556 

bhuta-bhdvodbhava-karo .421 

bhuta-bhpt na ca bhuta .465 

bhuta-grdmah sa evayam .440 

bhuta-gramam imam .469 

bhutani yanti bhutejya .503 

bhuta-prakrti-moksam .737 

bhuya eva maha-baho .535 

bhuyah kathaya trptir .559 

brahma-bhutah prasannatma .935 

brahmacaryam ahimsa .860 

brahmana-ksatriya-visam .916 

brahmanam isam kamalasana .597 

brahmanas tena vedas .866 

brahmano hi pratisthaham .774 

brahmany adhdya karmani .297 

brahmdgnav apare yajnam .260 

brahmaiva tena gantavyam .259 

brahmarpanam brahma .259 

brahma-sutra-padais .688 

brhat-sama tatha .574 

buddhau saranam anviccha .123 

buddher bhedam dhrtes .906 

buddhir buddhimatam .385 

buddhir jnanam asammohah .543 

buddhi-yogam upasritya .951 

buddhi-yukto jahatiha .125 

buddhya visuddhayayukto .933 

buddhya yukto yaya .99 

C 

cancalam hi manah .351 

catur-varnyam may a .247 

catur-vidha bhajante .391 

cetasa sarva-karmOni .951 

chandamsi yasya parnani .779 

chinna-dvaidha yatatmanah .314 

chittvainam samsayaiii yogam .283 

cintam aparimeyam ca .830 

D 

dadami buddhi-yogam .5 50 

daivam evapare yajnam .260 

daivi hy esa gunamayi .387 

daivi sampad vimoksaya .823 

daivo vistarasah prokta .824 

dambhahankara-samyuktah .849 

dambho darpo ’bhinmnas .822 

damstra-karalani ca te .606 

danam damas cayajnas .817 

dana-kriyas ca vividhah .868 
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danam isvara-bhavas .925 

dando damayatam asmi .577 

darsayam asa parthaya .592 

datavyam iti yad .863 

day a bhutesv aloluptvam .817 

del 11 nityam avadhyo .92 

dehino ’sminyathd dehe .72 

dese hale ca patre .863 

dev a apy asya rupasya .635 

deva-dvija-guru-prajna .860 

devan bhavayatanena .173 

devan deva-yaj0 yanti .406 

day ate ca pariklistam .864 

dharma-ksetre kuruksetre .1 

dharma-samsthapanarthaya .234 

dharmaviruddho bhutesu .3 8 5 

dharme naste kulam .43 

dharmyad dhi yuddhctc .93 

dhartarastra rane .4 6 

dhartarastrasya durbuddher .31 

dhrstadyum.no viratas ca .28 

dhrsta-ketus cekitanah .18 

dhrtyayaya dharayate .909 

dhumenavriyate vahnir .210 

dhumo ratris tatha .445 

dhyanat karma-phala .664 

dhyana-yoga-paro nityam .933 

dhyanenatmani pasyanti .723 

dhyayato visayan purhsak .142 

diso na jane na labhe .606 

divi surya-sahasrasya .594 

divya-malyambara-dharam .593 

divyarit dadami te .588 

dosair etaih kula-ghnanam .44 

drastum icchami te .583 

dravya-yajnas tapo-yajna .264 

dronath ca bhismaiit ca . 6 11 

drstvadbhutam rupam idam .601 

drstva hi tvam pravyathitantar .605 

drstva tu pandavamkam .14 

drstvedam manusam rupam .634 

drstveman svajanan krsna .35 

drupado draupadeyas ca .28 

duhkham ity evayat .883 

duhkhesv anudvigna-manah .132 

durena hy avaram karma .123 

dvandvair vimuktah .787 

dvau bhuta-sargau .824 

dvav imau purusau .804 


dyav a-prthivyor idam .601 

dyutam chalayatam asmi .575 

E 

ekaki yata-cittatma .330 

ekam apy asthitah .292 

ekarit sankhyam ca .293 

ekatvena prthaktvena .482 

ekayayaty anavrttim .446 

eko ’tha vapy acyuta .621 

esa brahmi sthitih .154 

esa te ’bhihita satikhye .99 

esa tuddesatah prokto .578 

etac chiutva vacanam .612 

etad buddhva buddhiman .813 

etad dhi durlabhataram .361 

etad veditum icchami .679 

etad-yonini bhutani .380 

etad yo vetti tarn .681 

etair vimohayaty esa .213 

etair vimuktah kaunteya .839 

etajjnanam iti proktam .693 

etari 1 drstim avastabhya .828 

etari 1 vibhutim yogarit .546 

etan me samsayam krsna .357 

etan na hantum icchami .38 

etany api tu karmdni .882 

etasyaham na pasydmi .350 

etat ksetram samasena .690 

evam bahu-vidha .270 

evam buddheh par am .218 

evam etadyathattha .583 

evamjnatva krtarh .250 

evam parampara-praptam .223 

evam pravartitam cakram .179 

evam-rupah sakya .630 

evam satata-yukta ye .643 

evam trayi-dharmam .489 

evam ukto hrsikeso .32 

evam uktva hrsikesam .6 5 

evam uktvarjunah satikhye .46 

evam uktva tato .592 

G 

gacchanty apunar-avrttim .306 

gam avisya ca bhutani .801 

gandharvanam citrarathah .565 

gandharva-yaksasura-siddha .603 

gandivam sraritsate hastat .35 

gata-saiigasya muktasya .258 

gatasun agatasums ca .66 
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gatir bharta prabhuh .485 

grhltvaitani samyati .796 
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